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REPORT 

OF 

THE COMMISSIONER OF AGRICULTURE, 



Department of Agriculture, 

Washington^ D. C, October 26, 1874. 

Sir: It gives me great satisfaction to believe that the operations of this 
Departmeut for the past year have served to awaken and greatly in- 
crease a spirit of improvement in the agricultural interest of the coun- 
try. A territory so extensive as ours, possessing every variety of fer- 
tility and every diversity of climate which are congenial to the produc- 
tions of the earth, and with a population whose habits, manners, customs, 
eDjoyments, and wants differ as much as the climate in which they live 
or the countries from which they come, requires a supervision which 
shall adapt itself as much as possible to the appreciation of their condi- 
tion, meet their wants, and make that provision for their necessities 
and improvemept which their segregated situation will not allow that 
they should make for themselves. The isolated situation of the farmers 
affords them few opportunities of keeping step with the rapid march of 
the world's progress, and any aid which can be given them by this De- 
partment is as strongly marked as it is highly appreciated. For their 
benefitithas been the province of this Department to seek for the best seeds 
which the world can supply, to study their adaptation to the soil and 
climate of the country, and to put them into the hands of those who will 
make them profitable to the sections where they respectively reside. 
When any discovery is made in the method of cultivation or propaga- 
tion, it is promptly communicated through the medium of a monthly 
publication. Many persons are always engaged in this and other coun- 
tries in making experiments to improve seeds and plants as well as new 
methods of their cultivation, whereby the work of the farmer may be 
made more profitable ; these are anxiously watched, and their results 
promptly communicated, and, when successful, availed of by extensive 
distribution. The counsel, advice, and information of the Department 
are cheerfully given to all persons who apply for them on any subject 
which pertains to the business of agriculture. 

This Department has never been unmindful of the expression which 
Congress gave to its purpose to improve the condition of the agricultu- 
rist by the act of 1862, which made provision for the establishment of 
a college in every State of the Union, whereby he may obtain scientific 
knowledge, and thereby elevate his calling to that standard which will 
give him a place in the race of competition in which all thCfWorld is en- 
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gaged. I have taken much pains, by publications and otherwise, to pro- 
mote this great object, because it cannot and should not be concealed 
that the purely literary institutions of the country are hostile to the suc- 
cess of what they please to call a ^^ new education." Indeed, the president 
of one of the most distinguished of these institutions, and who is a repre- 
sentative man, at an educational convention at Elmira, !N. Y., took occasion 
to condemn the entire policy of the national and State governments re- 
garding scientific and industrial education. There is perhaps no employ- 
ment on earth which so constantly brings into requisition the principles 
of science as that of agriculture, and the Representatives of the people 
can render no better service to the cause of humanity and universal 
prosperity than to educate the farmer ; give him botanical knowledge 
of the germiuating power and structure of the plant he cultivates, the 
physiology of the horse he drives, the geology of the earth he walks 
upon, and the chemical properties of the land he deals with ; and who 
can tell the ultimate i^rogress which agriculture will make f The commou 
schools of the country prepare the rudimental foundation upon which 
the colleges will build the scientific structure. 

There is no incident which so cripples the operations of this Depart- 
ment as the want of the punctual publication of its Annual Report. 
For the last two years, the report has not been published. And while 
Congress, at its last session, apparently made the effort to order the 
publication of the Annual Reports of 1872 and 1873 for the use of Con- 
gress, in the opinion of the Public Printer it failed to attain its object. 
While 1 do not concur in this opinion, it is due to him to say that to 
print them involved a doubtful construction of the law, a responsibility 
which he was unwilling to take, and the reports for the use of members of 
Congress have not been printed. I regret this, because I believe it a matter 
of great political importance that these reports should go directly from the 
Representative to the constituent. It is one of the defects of our Gov- 
ernment that it is too far removed from the attention of the people. In 
my judgment, it would be well if they were more frequently reminded 
that they had a Representative here who constantly cared for the inter- 
ests of his constituents } that they had a part in the administration of the 
country ; and it is not less worthy of remark that the Representative 
better knows who would appreciate this document so anxiously sought 
after. But, by a separate provision of the act, there was made an appro- 
priation specially to this Department of $50,000 for the printing of the 
Reports of 1872 and 1873. These have been printed and delivered to 
the Department for its distribution, and which has served to relieve it 
from the obligation it was under to its correspondents at home and 
abroad. Both volumes being now in stereotype, I suggest that Congress 
may order them to be struck off for their distribution. 

In making this my annual report, I cannot be unmindful of the 
approaching Centennial of the Independence of the United States. No 
such opportunity has ever occurred for such an exhibition of the prog- 
ress which this country has made in its agriculture, its horticulture, its 
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manafactares, its commerce, arts, and sciences ; its adaptation for war 
and the benefits of peace ; whweby the people of other countries may 
be impressed with the capabilities of the nation, and oar own made to 
feel prond that we have achieved so mnch. 

By order of the President of the United States, a board has been con- 
stituted, whereby a requisition may be made upon the head of each 
Department to suggest what part it may take in this exposition. An- 
ticipating that the Department of Agriculture would be called upon to 
respond to the inquiry what contribution it would make, I have so ma- 
tured the subject as will enable me to answer when called upon. But I 
take this occasion to say that if the Departments do take part in this 
exposition, it shall be such a part as will do credit to the Government 
and its people. And to attain this, the Government should erect a build- 
ing for'itself, to be exclusively occupied by the several Departments. 

The Statistical Division of this Department is the only point in the 
country where is concentrated reliable information as to the condi- 
tion, prospects, and results of the cereal, cotton, and other crops, by 
the instrumentality of four correspondents in each county of every 
State ; this information is gathered at stated periods of each month, 
carefully studied, estimated, tabulated, and published for the benefit, 
as well of the farmer and planter, as of the merchant and manufac- 
turer who deal with their products ; whereby all legitimate parties are 
protected from the rapacity of the speculator, who deals most profit- 
ably upon fabricated reports. When we consider the sources of this infor- 
mation, composed of thousands of minds of various shades of sanguine 
and dispirited temperament, and of extensive and limited knowledge, and 
when we add to this the varying seasons of heat and cold, wet and 
drought, the degree of accuracy which characterizes the estimates of 
final results is truly wonderful. Such is the effect produced by this 
information upon the markets of the country that it is most carefully 
guarded up to the moment of its publication to the world at large. 

By the action of the last Congress, about four acres of ground, for- 
merly occupied by the canal, have been added to the Department grounds, 
and are now undergoing preparation to form a part of the arboretum, 
which for some time past has been in the process of formation in the 
grounds surrounding the Department building, which has greatly at- 
tracted the attention of visitors who are interested in the growth of 
trees and shrubs, either as useful cultural products or as subjects of 
decorative ornament. It is gratifying to know that the desire to possess 
and preserve the most beautiful forms of our arboreal vegetation is rap- 
idly increasing. 

The demand for semi-tropical fruits for experiment in the Southern 
States is very great, much beyond the ability of the Department to sup- 
ply, although every efifort is made to do so. The Chinese tea-plant is 
especially in demand, and many thousands of young plants have been 
distributed daring the past year. The chief difficulty in the way of ren- 
dering this culture a commercial success is in the cost of labor for the 



8 REPORT OF THE COMMISSIONER OP AGRICULTURE. 

proper manipalation and preparation of the leaves ; but, as it becomes 
known that much of the supposed necessary operations can be dispensed 
with by substituting improved methods of curing, we may expect that 
the culture of this plant may increase over the very large portion of onr 
country suitable to its growth, at least to the extent of a domestic 
supply. 

The collection of exotic, utilizable, and economic plants is gradually 
increasing both in number and value. The orange-family is particularly 
valuable, and the best commercial varieties are propagated and dis- 
tributed to the greatest practicable extent. 

There has been no period in the history of this country when farmers' 
crops have been so extensively depredated upon as in the past year, 
and this has brought into active exercise the knowledge and industry of 
the Entomological Division of the Department. There is an increas- 
ing demand for information with regard to insects injurious to vege- 
tation, and mnch pains has been taken to investigate the character of 
insects sent here, to point out their modes of infliction and the means 
by which their depredations may be avoided. And for those who seek 
to prosecute the study or acquire the knowledge of these insects, speci- 
mens of their injuries and nest-architecture have been arranged and 
exhibited in the room provided for that purpose. 

To model and thus exhibit the fruits of this country is, perhaps, one 
of the most interesting and useful branches of the work of this Depart- 
ment. Here will be found specimens of fruits and vegetables as they 
grow in the various climates and soils of our country. Here the horti- 
culturist may see what is and what is not adapted to his locality, and 
may thus select what is most profitable. The collection of fruits in this 
division is probably now the best in the world. B^^ it facilities are 
afforded and valuable information given to fruit-growers showing how cer- 
tain varieties are subject to great modifications of appearance and quality 
by their growth in different parts of the country, while others are per- 
sistent in their character. Skilled judgment is required in the selection 
of the specimens, whereby these fac similes may be used to identify 
fruits whose names are lost or unknown. 

During the past year, the work of the Botanical Division has been 
steadily prosecuted. The plants collected by the expeditions of Lien- 
tenant Wheeler and Professor Hayden have been transferred to this 
Department by the Smithsonian Institution, and have been appropri- 
ately cared for. 

The following additional contributions to the botanical collection are 
acknowledged : 

1. A valuable set of the plants of Southern Utah, collected by Gapt. 
F. Bishop, of Salt Lake City, among which plants are two or three new 
species. 

2. A package of plants collected near Mobile, Alabama, by Mr. Will- 
iam Harvey. 
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3. A large package of the plants of Southern Indiana, made by Mr. 
Coulter, of Hanover, Indiana. 

4. A small package of Colorado plants, from Mr. H. N. Patterson, 
Oquawka, Illinois. 

5. Through the Smithsonian Institution, six packages of the mosses 
of Central Europe, from Mr. Paul Keiusch, of Germany, containing 
specimens of the minute species mounted for the microscope, and also 
illustrated by magnified figures. 

6. Through the Smithsonian Institution, a package of Illinois plants, 
comprising about eight hundred species, from Dr. Fred. Brendel, Peoria, 
Illinois. 

7. Through the Smithsonian Institution, a collection of plants, made 
by Mr. J. A. Allen, in Dakota and Montana, on the Yellowstone expe-^ 
dition. General Stanley commanding. 

8. Through the Smithsonian Institution, six boxes embracing about 
one hundred specimens of models of German fungi. These models have 
been mounted on stands and placed in the museum, where they are 
objects of interest and value. 

9. A very fine collection of the plants of Southern Utah, made by Mrs. 
E. P. Thompson, and by her presented to the Department. This collec- 
tion embraces a number of the new species recently described by Mr. 
Sereno Watson ; many of the others being rare and valuable. 

From these various collections, the Botanist has made such selections 
as were desirable for the perfection of the herbarium, and they have 
chiefly been mounted and incorporated in their proper places, in order 
that the herbarium may, as soon as possible, contain a complete repre- 
sentation of the plants of the United States. 

A large i>ortion of the duplicate plants have been carefully prepared 
in packages and distributed, first, to foreign societies and individuals 
who have made contributions to the herbarium ; and, secondly, to home 
scientific societies and institutions of learning, as follows : 

Two packages to Prof. Paul Beinsch, Zweibriicken, Germany, con- 
taining 305 species. 

Two packages to Dr. Francis Lagger, Freiburg, Switzerland, contain- 
ing 261 species. 

One package to Dr. K. Keck, Schwertzberg, Upper Austria, containing 
215 species. 

One box to the St. Petersburg Imperial Academy of Science, contain- 
ing 656 species. 

Two packages to the University of Virginia, containing 300 species. 

One package to the Philadelphia Academy of Science, Philadelphia, 
containing 188 species. 

One package to the Agricultural College of Tennessee, containing 207 
species. 

Oue package to the Indiana Normal School, Terre Haute, Indiana, 
containing 187 species. 
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Oue package to the Bockford Female Seminary, Bockford, Illinois, 
containing 239 species. 

One package to the Olilcago Academy of Sciences, containing 244 
species. 

One package to the Illinois Industrial University, Urbana, Illinois^ 
containing 157 species. 

One package to the Massachusetts Agricultural College, Amherst? 
Massachusetts, containing 188 species. 

One package to the Buffalo Academy of Sciences, Buffalo, ]Srew York, 
containing 278 species. 

One package to the Baltimore Academy of Sciences, Baltimore, Mary- 
land, containing 196 species. 

Oue package to the Princeton College, Princeton, New Jersey, con- 
taining 116 species. 

Also packages to the following individuals, chiefly in exchange for 
plants sent to the Department : 

One package to Mr. W. M. Canby, Wilmington, Delaware. 

One package to Mr. H. W. Young, Aquebogue, Long Island. 

One package to Prof. T. 0. Porter, Easton, Pennsylvania. 

One package to Prof. H. H. Babcock, Chicago, Illinois. 

One package to Dr. Fred. Brendel, Peoria, Illinois. 

One package to Prof. D. C. Eaton, Yale College, New Haven. 
• One package to M. S. Bebb, Winnebago Station, Illinois. 

One package to Mr. William Harvey, Mobile, Alabama. 

Included in the above distributions are several special sets of the 
grasses and carices of Lieutenant Wheeler's expedition of 1873. Sets of 
the same, not included above, were also sent to Professor Gray, Cam- 
bridge; to the Eoyal Herbarium, Kew, England; and to the Imperial 
Academy of St. Petersburg. 

Very gratifying letters of acknowledgment have been received from 
many of the societies, institutions, and individuals above named, shoe- 
ing their high appreciation of this work of distribution. There still 
remains a large quantity of duplicate plants, of which fifteen or more 
large packages will be ready for distribution by the 1st of January next. 

Many inquiries of a botanico-agricultural character, from farmers, 
planters, and others, in all parts of the country, have received careful 
attention, and have been properly replied to. Many of these inquiries 
relate to grasses suitable for cultivation in the Southern and South- 
western States. Observations and experiments in this matter are now 
being carefully made by m^ny individuals, which giv^e promise to result 
in discoveries of great economic value to those portions of the country. 

It is believed that much valuable information of a practical character 
is both received and communicated through the medium of this division. 

The Chemical Division of the Department has been busily engaged in 
analyses of natural fertilizers, vegetable products, and other materials 
which pertain to the interests of agriculture. Applications are con- 
stantly made from all portions of the country forol^^cAiia^y^is of soils. 
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miDerals, liqaids, and manipulated maunres to an extent far beyond the 
capacity of any one laboratory. The principle of action by which I 
mast be governed is to limit these investigations to subjects which spe- 
cially pertain to agriculture, carefully guarding against all opportunity 
to enable any one to use the Department and its investigations as a 
certificate tor the sale of something else. The analysis of soils, except 
such as are sometimes found possessing some peculiar qualities, is of 
little use to any one whose farm of a single hundred acres would exhibit 
qualities of far different character. There is scarcely any soil in which 
those differences are not found in a very short space. The analysis of 
minerals, unless they possess fertilizing properties, or of wines, unless it 
be to protect the Government from imposition upon its revenues, or 
some other peculiar reason, is outside of the purpose of the Chemical 
Division of this Department, which is wholly occupied upon subjects 
which belong to the interests of agriculture alone. A more elaborate 
and detailed account of its work for the past year will hereafter appear 
in the Annual Report. 

The Microscopic Division of this Department has been engaged during 
the present year in making original investigations, mostly relating to 
the habits of parasitic fungoid plants, which are frequently found on 
living plants and animals, producing sickly growth and in many cases 
premature death. 

The following list embraces some of the leading subjects which have 
been examined: Black-knot fungus, {Sphceriamorbosa^) a parasitic plant, 
which is the scourge of the plum and cherry trees of the United States ; 
apple speck or rot of winter-apples in Eastern Arkansas^ potato-rot; 
pear-tree blight; and cranberry-rot. 

At the request of members of the ^National Pomological Society, 
made at its last annual meeting, held at Boston, Mass., last year, the 
Microscopist of the Department has made investigations of pear-tree 
blight, a disease which has been extending of late to an alarming extent 
throughout the United States, destroying in a few hours trees of the 
finest varieties. 

The cranberry-interests of New Jersey and Cape Cod have been 
suffering to a large extent for several years past from rot of the berry 
while growing on the plantations. 

The cranberry-growers of New Jersey have invested nearly $2,000,000 
in that crop. It has been estimated that the loss of berries by rot sus- 
tained by one county last year fell little short of $100,000. At the 
earnest request of the Cranberry-Growers' Association of New Jersey, 
I sent the Microscopist of the Department to investigate the subject, 
and ascertain the cause of the premature decay, and to provide, if pos- 
sible, a remedy. These investigations, it is believed, have been attended 
with successful results. 

The president of the Cranberry-Growers' Association, at the last 
annual meeting, held in Bricksburgh in September last, in alluding to 

Digitized by LjOOQIC 



12 REPORT OF THE COMMISSIONER OF AGRICULTURE. 

these investigations, stated that they would effect a saving to the cran- 
berry-growers amounting to hundreds of thousands of dollars. 

There has been a healthy increase of the library in the past year. 
Two hundred and sixteen volumes have been presented by the authors; 
about 200 have been received in exchange for the reports of the Depart- 
ment ; and 350 volumes have been bound, comprising foreign works and 
valuable pamphlets and periodicals. 

The continuation of the exchanges of the reports of the Department 
with foreign societies seems desirable to all parties. By this means, the 
library obtains the reports of the leading agricultural, pomological, and 
meteorological societies of the world. The publication of the Annual 
Report for 1872 having been delayed, it wa« not sent out at the usual 
time, but will now be sent. 

Of the numerous pamphlets presented to the library, those of perma- 
nent interest are classified and bound, as those on dairying, the fish- 
eries, fertilizers, mining, &c. Those of a more miscellaneous nature 
are bound by States, indexed, catalogued, and lettered with the name 
of the State to which they refer. 

The boards of trade of all the commercial cities of the TJuion have 
heretofore presented complete sets of their annual reports, and continue 
to send them as published. They are of constant use for reference. 
The annual reports of the various State boards of agriculture are also 
received as published. Of these, the library contains nearly complete 
sets for the last twenty years. 

The iiccompanying tabular statement shows the quantity and kind 
of seeds distributed by the Department for the fiscal year ending June 
30, 1874. 

The operations of the Seed Division may be classed as follows : The 
purchase, packing, and distribution of seeds. 

in the purchase of seeds, the Department has only patronized seed- 
growers and seed-firms proven reliable by experience, whose guarantee 
of good quality and genuineness cannot be questioned; and by receiving 
them from first hands has been able to procure them at much lower rates, 
and consequently in greater quantities, and is thus enabled to give more 
liberally to the many applicants who daily apply for seeds from all 
parts of the country, and to extend the benefits of the distribution. 

The packing involves a vast amount of labor, and requires great care, 
to see that everything is put up true to name. The cereals and coarser 
seeds are packed in cotton bags, varying in size from one half-pint to 
one quart. It required 22,000 yards of cotton the past year to make 
these bags. The cotton was bought at the very lowest wholesale price, 
and the bags made in the Department, thereby saving a great amount 
of monej", to be spent more usefully in the purchase of seeds. 

The smaller seeds, such as cabbage, tomato, onion, &;c., are put up 
in paper packets, which are also bought at wholesale. They are of four 
sizes, and their average cost is about $1 per thousand. It required 
650,000 of these for the seed purchased during ^^i^^K^^&Qle 
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111 the distribatiou of seeds, a careful account is kept of everything 
issued by the Seed Division, with full address of parties to whom sent, 
and names of varieties as far as practicable, everything being charged 
to some account set forth in the accompanying tabular statement. 

The Seed Division, having full lists of all regular correspondents and 
agricultural societies and having charge of this portion of the distri- 
bution with sufficient force to do the work, is enabled to make a very 
rapid and accurate distribution ; and, since the transfer to the division 
of all clerical duties naturally belonging to it, the arrangement has 
proved to be of great advantage to the Department. 

The tabular statement shows, by comparison with former years, a 
steady increase each year in the amount of the distribution, which is 
due to the manner of purchasing and economy in labor, and not to in- 
creased appropriations. 

The distribution of so great a variety of seeds all over the country, 
embracing as it does all kinds of climate and soil, has brought into 
requisition the experience of one who has discharged this duty most 
acceptably to me. 

Tabular atatement showing the quanUty and kinds of seeds issued from tKe Seed Divisiony De- 
partment of Agriculture, for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1874. 
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The following statement exhibits in detail the financial operations of 
the Department for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1874: 



Title of appropriationa. 



Amonnt 
appropriated. 



Amoant 
diabaraed. 



AnuKUit 
anexpende^ 



Salarieg 

Collecting «tati«tio8 

Porchaae and difltribation of seeds 

Experimental (irarden 

Haseom and berbarinm 

Fnrnitnre, eaaes, and repairs 

Library 

Laboratory 

Contingent expenses 

Improvement of groands 

Postage 

Printing and binding 

Total 



177,723 89 

15.000 00 

65,000 00 

10, COO 00 

9,000 00 

4,340 00 

1,500 00 

700 00 

12,900 00 

16,900 00 

59,000 00 

90.000 00 



r<6,994 00 

11,553 90 

64,904 89 

9,956 83 

1,949 09 

3,309 40 

1,959 10 

690 49 

19,098 85 

15. 774 91 

35,449 09 



1799 99 

3,446 80 

95 II 

43 17 

57 98 

937 60 

940 90 

9 51 

891 15 

495 09 

16, 550 91 



977,963 99 



There is an unsettled bill against the Department on account of "col- 
lecting statistics," which will reduce materially the balance of that ap- 
propriation to be covered into the Treasury. 

The large balance remaining from the appropriation for postage is 
owing to the fact that no annual reports were published for distriba 
tion last year ; had the usual number been printed and distributed, it 
would have nearly or quite exhausted the excess. 

The appropriations made by Congress for the current year will, with 
rigid economy, be sufficient to meet the ordinary expenses of the De- 
partment. 

My estimates for appropriations for the fiscal year ending June 30, 
1876, are based upon the actual necessities of the Department to insure 
its progress and success. 

It affords me great satisfaction to say that the employes of the De- 
partment have constantly exhibited an earnest, faithful, and industrious 
determination to carry out my views of what the work of the Department 
should be to produce the greatest benefit to the greatest number of our 
people. 

Eespectfully submitted by your obedient servant, 

FREDK. WATTS, 

Commissioner, 

His excellency TJ. S. Grant, 

President. 
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REPORT OF THE STATISTICIAN. 

SiB: My tenth annual report as Statistician of the Department of 
Agricultare is respectfully submitted. The importance of statistical 
exposition in agriculture is conceded by all intelligent people wbo'have 
given the slightest consideration to the subject; it is a work more diffi- 
cult than similar labor illustrating other industries, inasmuch as it deals 
with capital associated by no ties of organization and with labor work- 
ing in isolation through an area continental in extent and antipodal in 
Tariety of production. In mining, hundreds may be delving in a single 
pocket of ore under the direction of a single master who is also sole 
owner. In manufacturing, a million of capital and a thousand pairs of 
arms work together under one controlling mind, and the precise results 
in production are necessarily recorded with utmost care. In commerce, 
the merchant prince whose monthly sales represent millions of money 
furnishes an illustration of the concentration of capital, the association 
of labor, and the tabulation of every record of results. The farming class 
illustrates the adage, '^ Every man for himself," and, perhaps still more 
fully than in other industries, the selfish appendage to that saw of the 
solitary, " The devil take the hindmost." The farmer who grows cucum- 
bers in Maine can have no practical partnership with him who cultivates 
cotton in Alabama. The crab-apples of Minnesota and the oranges of 
Florida cannot be grown together. The inundated planter of Louisiana 
and the farmer of Colorado do not entertain the same lively views of the 
necessity of irrigation. The stock-grower of the plains and the grain- 
producer of Illinois cannot agree upon the assumed necessity of protect- 
ing cattle against the depredations of the vicious cereals 1 There is infi- 
nite variety in the soil to work with, the climate to labor in, the crops 
to be grown, the means to accomplish ends, and in all the circumstances 
of the farmer ; and the possibility of association, for the regulation of 
supply and protection against combinations to depreciate prices, as well 
as for mutual counsel and instruction, are reduced to a minimum by the 
isolation and distance which separates the scattered representatives of 
each of the thousand specialties in farming. 

Exact statements of production ai-e probably impossible in nine cases 
out of ten J indeed, books are not systematically kept by one farmer in 
a hundred. The United States census of agricultural production is 
founded upon estimates which are made from recollection of the crops 
of the previous year. The only advantage possessed by these over 
other estimates is that they individually cover smaller areas, and are 
made by persons most familiar with those areas ; the principal disad- 
vantage, the fact that the ignorant, and those fearful that the truth 
may increase taxation, are represented in these estimates equally with 
the intelligent and reliable. 

What is then an essential prerequisite to accuracy and completeness 
of agricultural statistics f Manifestly, the education of all farmers as to 
the importance and individual economy of a precise and accurate knowl- 
edge of quantities grown, prices paid, rate of wages for labor, and other 
essential facts in every section of the country. The fountain-head of 
this information is at the farm; and ignorance, indifference, or opposi- 
tion on the part of the farmer will vitiate the reliability and depreciate 
the value of all such information. 

The amount of ignorance and wrongheadedness prevailing on this 
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subject is discoaraging, although this is a period late in the nineteenth 
century. This country is far ahead of Europe in this respect, where 
obstacles to the collection of agricultural statistics are still deliberately 
opposed ; but there are hundreds of thousands of our farmers, recent 
importations from the peasantry and tenantry of foreign lauds, and 
many others of American parentage, who have not yet been emanci- 
pated from the bondage of their prejudices. 

Unfortunately, the United States marshal has been employed in 
gathering data for the national census, and the assessor, the precursor 
of taxation, has generally been charged with such duty in the annual 
censuses of the few States that pretend to collect agricultural statistics. 
It is impossible to obtain the full truth in the face of this fear of taxation. 

An obstacle was recently revealed, which, it is hoped in the interest 
of progress and enlightened policy, exists in few localities. One of our 
county statistical corps, in a neighboring State, has been repeatedly 
denied the assistance of neighboring farmers in making up his returns, 
on the ground that they were members of a secret order of husbandry, 
which had its own system of statistics, and did not wish the facts of 
production to be made known to the general public. Such narrowness 
is in positive opposition to the liberal and progressive views of the 
founders of the order, and proves the inability of such narrow-minded 
people to see clearly what is conducive to their own pecuniary interest 
as well as personal knowledge. It cannot be believed that this obstacle 
is otherwise than exceptional. 

Were State laws for collecting annually these statistics wisely enacted 
and rigorously enforced, farmers would gradually acquire appreciation 
of the importance of statistics, and their experience would lead to more 
careful record and subsequent report. Such a system would furnish a 
most important adjunct to that of the Statistical Division of the Depart- 
ment of Agriculture. It is desirable, also, that all other agencies, 
organizations of specialists in production or manufacture, whether pro- 
ducers of grain, cotton, fruit, hops, flax, or other crops, should peifect 
their machinery for the collection of statistics, that all may be utilized, 
compared, digested, discrepancies accounted for, and all assimilated in a 
national record as nearly complete and accurate as all these sources of 
information, in addition to the extensive facilities of this office, can pos- 
sibly make it. 

There is no Jealousy between the truly enlightened and unselfish la- 
borers in this important field. Mercenaries, whose efifort in statistics is 
a part of their commercial capital, are not expected to tell the whole 
truth, or to tolerate those who do. All honest statisticians desire the 
fullest co-operation of all who can reflect a xay of light upon this sub- 
lect. They hail with pleasure any auxiliary organization that promises 
valuable results in any department of statistics. They desire, stili 
further, the education of every individual producer as to the importance 
of accuracy in the presentation of primary facts, knowing that a sum- 
mary of multitudes of inaccuracies can, by no effort of genius or indus- 
try, be made to express absolute verity. The press of the country 
should enforce the importance of precise records of fact by producers, 
and accuracy and precision of statement, instead, as is too often the 
case, of encouraging looseness, and, in many instances, reckless inaccu- 
racy in the presentation of statistics. There must be more method, 
patience, and conscientiousness among the masses representing the pri- 
mary sources of statistical data, or the efforts of the ablest and most 
faithful compilers of statistics and organizers of systematic collection 
will necessarily be impaired in efficiency. 
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As to a certain class of informatioD, wlueb can only be comparative 
and approximate rather than exact, such as the condition of crops at 
any given period, there should be more enlightened views in the ])nblic 
mind. There never was a time when esti mates of the status of growing 
crops were unattempted, and it is certain that there never will be a 
day when they will be disregarded. We may say further that there 
never will exist such infallibility of judgment and such prescience of future 
contingencies that a statement of condition of any crop will inevitably 
prognosticate the exact return of the ultimate harvest. Such harvest 
does not even represent precisely the quantity actually matured, as 
there are always losses in handling, by decay from exposure, by insects 
and birds, or depredations by other forms of the animal creation; and 
these losses are by no means equal, but run by extremes in difterent 
years. These facts should be understood, and thus much absurdity of 
criticism might be avoided by superficial and thoughtless writers. At 
the same time, the opposite extreme, more foolish still, that a sweeping 
statement of insignificant data is as good as accurate averaging of the 
completest and most systematic information, should be avoided. There 
may be a very accurate and thoroughly reliable estimate of the status 
of crops, which will prove a valuable indicator of the harvest, but not 
without such modification as the vital or destructive forces of nature 
may occasion before maturity and accidents of harvesting and garner- 
ing may cause afterward. In other words, the distinction should be 
sharply marked between condition of the plant in growth and quantity 
of garnered product — things having the relation of parent and offspring, 
but by no means identical. The cursory and indefinite reports of 
growing crops in newspapers, which leave a confused impression on the 
mind, and often a doubt whether increase or decrease may be expected, 
are usually examples of unsystematic and careless statement, which 
can be vastly improved upon. The newspaper crop-report is an indi- 
vidual expression, oftener than otherwise, of a villager rather than a 
farmer, in form as variable as the individuality of reporters, without 
reference to any standard of comparison, one with another, and without 
any certain means of exact interpretation. Thus, if one is indefinite in 
quantity and proportion, one hundred equally indefinite only make a 
chaotic aggregate. For example, from a long list of such reports, 
which cost heavily in "enterprise" and money, to calculate the acreage 
of a crop from its details of comparative area." "The number of acres is 
small f but the percentage of decrease may be 10, 30, or 50. " There is 
a gre^t deal of corn planted," yet one must have a new " deal " before the 
winning card of ascertained acreage is secured. There has been " an 
increase in the number of acres f but no one can say whether it is large 
or small. " More than usual has been sown f however much " more" 
may mean. " Farmers have put all in the ground they can possibly 
manage f which is the record of each recurring year, though circum- 
stances greatly modify the mathematical import of " all." Some make 
exact comparisons ; one returns one-half more than last year, another 
one-third, another still a quarter, but rarely is the comparison more 
closely drawn ; it appears not to be worth while, if 33 per cent, shall 
seem a unit too low, to split the difference between that and 50 ; or, if 
the increase is evidently a few acres, it might be undignified to say less 
than a quarter, or at least 10 per cent. There are others who scorn to 
accept an increase less than the Dutchman's one per cent.; so, if the 
area is not "thrice" the former figure, it certainly must be "double." 
If the present condition of a crop is sought, the information conveyed 
by these random reports is equally indefinite. We quote from 9\Q4gi^ 
Ji h. o 
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" Farmers think they will have a good crop ;" " Splendid prospects for 
corn ;" " Wheat on dry land will exceed the average, on clays will be 
short ;" '^ Bains are bringing corn along very fast." The reporter fails 
to indicate the amazing rate of Rpeed at which the rains are leading the 
maize ; and when he tells us that ^< the corn-crop will be heavy," we 
fail to see whether he expects it to weigh 70 pounds to the bashel, or 
yield 100 bnshels to the acre. And if a fall average is not expected, of 
course it is '^ half a crop," or, if unwonted nicety of comparison is at- 
tempted, three-fourths of a crop. The exaggerated and slip-shod ex- 
pressions of conversation are carelessly penciled, and the precious iu- 
tormation probably sent by telegraph. And this is enterprise and a 
model crop-report. This use of language, which has no common meas- 
ure of value, and may mean one thing to the writer and another to the 
reader, is not the only difficulty with these unsystematic reports. The 
ground covered by the report is equally indefinite ; usually a township, 
often a county, sometimes a wide district is ambitiously included when 
any territory whatever is indicated. If a township, the increase stated 
at 50 per cent, may be correct, and yet the whole county have actually 
no increase, as has been tested in our recent experience. Then a third 
difficulty occurs in the different production of different counties, some 
of which produce a crop by millions of bushels, while others in the 
same State fail to yield as many hundreds of thousands. Thus, with 
no definite expression of acreage in the separate reports, and these 
reports covering unknown areas of territory, or widely different in size, 
and differing quite as widely in amount of production, it is simply im- 
possible to calculate or formulate an expression of the average meaning 
of the sum of such reports. It is the sheerest guess-work to indicate 
from such data whether there is more or less than usual of a crop, unless 
the unanimity in one direction is almost absolute. The only thing to 
be done — ^the only thing that is done — is to read the whole jumble of 
conflicting matter, and leap rashly to a conclusion which shall embody 
the general impression made upon the mind. It is a blind trust in intui- 
tion—often so blind as to overbear the result of mathematical demon- 
stration which establishes its unreliability. 

With a sublime faith in the superficial, and the blindest acceptance of 
the intuitive, a sort of system of interviewing the crops has been seriously 
proposed, in lieu of our present mode of obtaining information. A com- 
missioner is to pass to and fro, by rail, at the rate of thirty miles an 
hour, with occasional stops to wood and water ; converse with the pas- 
sengers, obtain such glimpses of growing crops as might be revealed 
between railroad-cuts and through forest-undergrowths ; talk with such 
grangers as cultivate the socialities of railway -stations, and then fix an 
unalterable estimate of forthcoming production. Thus is .statistical 
science made easy. 

The system of crop-reporting adopted by this Department re- 
quires all reporters to accept the same basis of comparison and to 
express their judgments in the form of percentages of such unit, thus 
rendering it possible to combine mathematically and give accurate 
expression to these judgments, the area and usual production covered 
by each entering duly into the calculation. If this work is correctly 
done, there can be no fallibility in the result except that which attaches 
to the separate constituent estimates of reporters. It is a plan which is 
practiced by the German government in current reports of growing 
crops, and the same essentially as that recommended by the interna- 
tional congress of agricultural statistics at Vienna. 

With reference to a census of essential facts of agricultural produc- 
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tioD, it is earnestly hoped that an enlightened public opinion may be 
created that shall demand a more frequent national census, and also 
a similar annnal census in each State. A few States have made a 
good beginning, at trifling expense and with valuable results : others 
making an effort have made failures from want of enlightened public 
opinion to enforce faithful persistency in officers, and from a lack of 
ability or disposition to report accurately on the part of the farmers 
themselves. Ohio has successfully taken the initiative ; Kansas, start- 
ing late, threatens to distance all her sisters in the race ; Massachu- 
setts has made full reports of the products of industry, but not an- 
nually; Minnesota has made a good beginning; Iowa has heretofore 
taken a comparatively full agricultural census biennially ; other States 
in the North have made beginnings ; and, in the South, Georgia de- 
serves great credit for vigor in pushing a system recently inaugurated. 
Will not the remaining States take steps for prompt and efficient work? 
A State official thus refers in a letter to the Statistician to one of the 
difficulties in the way of the present system : 

Indnstrial statistics are obtained at the same time tbe property is assessed for the 
parpose of taxation ; and it is almost impossible to disabuse the minds of producers 
that there is not some ulterior purpose of taxation in view ; and therefore they evade 
interrogatories in regard to stock, crops, &c. There is a sprinkling of farmers all over 
the State who are opposed to the whole system of gathering and publishing to the 
world fltatistical matter in any form, and in some localities the opposition seems to be 
an organized one. The ground of this opposition is that the information furnished will 
be used by middlemen to the disadvantage of producers. They do not seem to appre- 
ciate that pork-packers, dealers in grain, and all others who stand between the pro- 
ducer and consumer, obtain full information of supply and demand through i>rivate 
sources, their own correspondents, npon which information their circulars are issued, 
prices based, and purchases made, ^or do they appreciate that, after the products of 
tbe country are gobbled and held for gambling, price-lists, based upon the same 
information and obtained through the same private sources, are fixed for the con- 
samer. 

In connection with the subject of national collection of agricultural 
statistics, and particularly as to the necessity of obtaining the area in 
crops, the following extract from a previous statement is given : 

The means employed and lines of investigation undertaken in the countries of the 
globe which encourage systematic collection of agricultural statistics are of great 
variety, and the degree of efficiency attained is equally various. Specific investiga- 
tions and independent research may be conducted irregularly by individuals. 
Societies often do successful work within their own organization ; but general 
investigation, involving every i>ortion of the territory of a country, can only command 
success with the aid of the dignity and authority of government. The European gov- 
ernments are very generally committed to some system of obtaining the aci-eage culti- 
vated annually in the principal farm-crops, though not all of them. In this respect, 
they are in advance of our own, which has never included in census-laws a provision 
for this initial point in statistical inquiry. The agricultural census of Great Britain, 
which is annnal, is almost confined to an enumeration of farm -animals and the estab- 
lishment of the area of each crop. The quantity becomes a matter of estimate. In 
this country, we are left to guess the size of our fields and the rate of production, and 
only onoe in ten years do we venture to obtain a record of gross quantities. These 
quantities, in the case of cereals, may, and often do, vary 200,000,000 bushels in a single 
year. The census of 1^60 made the corn-crop of the previous year 838,000,000 bushels ; 
that of 1870 oredited but 760,000,000 to the crop of 1869 ; whereupon short-sighted statis- 
ticians proclaim a great decline in the culture of maize. Such an assumption is utterly 
unfounded. Not only is the aggregate quantity increasing, but the ratio to popula- 
tion — ^bushels jper oa|rato— is certainly not decreasing in any marked decree. The crop 
of the year 1869 was considered a failure, when Illinois actually obtained 130,000,000 
bushels, though expecting in the previous July fully 230,000,000. So, in wheat, the 
apparent increase trom 173,000,000 to 287,000,000 bushels is deceptive in a less de- 
cree, and partially due to the exceptionally-increased yield of 1869. The need is 
imperative for a census at least every fifth year, and an agricultural census, embracing 
area and quantity and number of farm-animals, should be taken yearly. Agitation 
should be continued till the people, and the Congress that does their bidding, shall be 
educated up to a realization of such necessity. i ^^az-^I/^ 
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International statistics of agriculture.— The adoption of 
some aniform plan for the collection of agricultaral statistics by the 
goyernments of the civilized world is an imperative requirement of the 
age. The differences in weights and measures, in kind and compara- 
tive quantity of production, and in many other prominent points, are 
snf&cient hinderances to uniformity and promptness in these statistical 
exchanges. The telegraph is destroying isolation, and education is 
overthrowing the barrier interposed by the confusion of tongues; and 
if there could be an agreement upon a few essential points, such as the 
area occupied in specific production, quantity and value of product, the 
numbers and value of the animals of the farm, and the current crop- 
prospects of each season in advance of maturity and harvest, great ad- 
vantage would result to the producers, exchangers, and consumers of 
the world. It would give steadiness to markets, protect labor against 
the destructive forays of speculation, and prove a benefit to all honest 
and legitimate industry. 

During the summer of 1873, at Vienna, Austria, there assembled the 
first international congress of agriculture and forestry, and a prelim- 
inary discussion of the questions presented led to decisions of which an 
abstract is here presented. 

I. In regard to the measures to be taken for the protection of birds 
useful to agriculture. 

The congress determined to petition the imperial and royal govern- 
ment of Austria to conclude treaties with other governments embracing 
the following points : 1. To prohibit the taking or destruction of insect- 
ivorous birds. 2. To designate an international commission of special- 
ists, who shall prepare a detailed list of such birds as should be pro- 
tected. 3. To prohibit the taking or killing of grain-feeding birds 
between March 1 and September 15. 4. To forbid the use of nets, 
snares, or bird-lime for the capture of birds. 5. To prohibit the taking 
of eggs or young of birds, or the derangement of their nests, except in 
the case of injurious birds specified by the international commission. 
6. To prohibit the exposure for sale of any insectivorous bird, dead or 
alive. This prohibition applies to grain-feeding birds during the time 
in which it is unlawful to molest them, as well as to the nests and eggs 
of all birds not officially classed as injurious. 7. Special cases, in the 
interest of science, may be excepted from the operation of these rules. 

II. Relative to what sections of agricultural and forest statistics, and 
to what methods of abstract presentation of facts, is it desirable that ah 
international agreement take place, so as to obtain results capable of 
comparisont 

The congress expresses the conviction that agricultural and forest ex- 
ploitation, as now developed, cannot give statistical data sufficiently 
exact for comparison upon its actual condition and progress in different ' 
countries. The efforts of international statistical administration hith- 
erto have been insufficient to meet this necessity, which can only be 
met by researches of specialists in the matter, and upon the basis of 
common agreement between governments. This agreement should fix 
the stand-point of investigation, and arrange a uniform programme, ex- 
posing clearly what should be the aim of the statistical abstracts and 
the meaning of the nomenclature adopted. The governments should be 
pledged to each other for the execution, as regularly as possible, of the 
programme, and for the intercommunication of the results obtained. 

For this reason, the congress prayed the Austrian government to take 
the initiative steps to secure such an agreement between governments, 
and to expedite the organization of a system of agricultural and forest 
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statistics. It is recommended that a census be taken every ten years in 
all countries at the same time that the census of population is taken ; that 
it should comprehend the greatest subdivision of administrative dis- 
tricts, and especially the segregation of the most important agricultural 
regions; the area covered by agriculture and forest-culture in general; 
the cultivation of the most important crops, and their medium yield, 
calculated upon the largest possible number of years ; the systems of 
culture in use : the superficies covered with different kinds of forest, 
and the mass of woods they contain ; the aggregate of live stock, and' 
the profit derived therefrom ; the approximate number of great agricul- 
tural exploitations ; the aggregate of rural population, &c., with a tab- 
ular summation of the whole. 

This movement should result in publications showing clear and pre- 
cise statements capable of comparison upon — 

1. The market-prices of agricultural and forest products as well as the 
exchange to which they give rise. These statements should be as 
prompt as possible, and as often as once a week in times of special 
interest. 

2. .The annual yield of crops in percentages of an average yield, for 
the earlier crops in September and for the later ones before the end of 
November. These should be given in absolute figures by districts, and 
in totality as soon as possible after the period of production. 

3. The prices of transportation by quantity and distance, by rail or 
other roads, or by water ; the wages of laborers ; interest on money ; 
voluntary or involuntary mutations of property ; the purchase-price and 
insurance of goods, &c. These statements should be made as far as 
possible from ofQcial data or other reliable information, and should be 
made annually. 

III. Question A. What points of agricultural experiment demand the 
organization of an international system of observations f 

Among the many points of this character, the following are specially 
recommended for international observation : 

a. Examination of the amount of ammonia and nitrous acid precipi- 
tated in rain, with indications, as precise as possible, of the place and 
time of such researches. This involves the question of nitrogen. 

b. Determination of the power of absorption of the soil by chemical 
and mechanical analyses, as well as the influence of fertilizers upon ab- 
sorption. 

e. Kesearches upon the scientific basis that should be given to agricul- 
tural hydrotechny, embracing gardens for hydrotechnic studies. 

d. Analyses of the principal grains and seeds of different countries 
selected from dififerent localities, showing their nutritive and commercial 
value. 

€. Definition of the influence of nourishment and breed upon the quan- 
tity and quality of milk, and the capacity of animals for fattening. 

/. Management of the feed, seed, cocoons, and eggs of silk-worms. 

g. Essays upon the variation of plants from the same seed through 
the medium of different methods and conditions of culture— that is, of 
acclimation. 

To accomplish the {^bove-iudicated labors, the governments are re- 
quested to complete thd number of experimental stations and to furnish 
them with necessary means. The chiefs of experimental stations should 
assemble periodically with governmental delegates, to deliberate upon 
the works to be accomplished, the most eligible methods of procedure, 
and the publication of results. 

III. Question B. What points of forest-experiment demand \ 
ization of an international system of observations f ^'^'^'^^^ ^^ 
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The congress decides — 

1. GoverDments should by all means in their power introduce and 
organize forest-experimentation. 

2. Chiefs of experimental stations should be specialists in this busi- 
ness, and, as far as possible, devote all their time and energy to their 
work ; satisfactory results being obtainable only by the accumulation^ 
without delay, of a large mass of observations, to be utilized in a way 
corresponding to forest-.exploitation. 

3. As soon as a system of forest-experiment is organized in any coun- 
try, it should be placed in communication with similar systems in other 
countries, in order to act together upon points of international interest^ 
as well as to determine the proper methods of action. 

4. Questions demanding international observations relate to investiga- 
tions of the influence of forests upon climates, the amount of rain-fall, 
the formation of springs, inundations, &c. This class of inquiries should 
be prosecuted at once, as the solution of the question of forest-preserva- 
tion depends upon the information obtained on this subject. 

5. A permanent commission should be constituted for deliberating 
upon measures suited to the development of forest-experimentation, 
with liberty to call in the aid of specialists. 

6. The aid of different countries is invoked. 

IV. What international measures seem necessary to remedy the ever- 
increasing devastation of forests f 

1. An international effort has become necessary, especially for the 
preservation of forests at the sources of great water-courses, as their 
unlimited destruction brings about a fluctuation of water-levels very 
injurious to commerce and industry, filling the channels with sand, 
weakening the banks, overflowing the cultivated flelds, and occasion- 
ing injuries affecting not only a single territory, but also other conn- 
tries. 

2. The preservation and management of forests, planted upon shift- 
ing sands, upon the snmmit and upon the declivities of mountains, npom 
the sea-shore, and other exposed places, is a matter of interest to all 
civilized nations; wherefore general principles should be established and 
put in force in all countries, binding upon proprietors of forests, the 
preservation of which is demanded by agriculture. 

3. The preservation of forests being dependent upon good and sure 
management, especially in common forests, an international agreement 
is essential in oixler to make the researches, and to obtain communica- 
tions in regard to existing arrangements in different countries. 

4. The Austrian minister of agriculture is requested to confer with 
other governments in regard to the preparation of statistical reports, 
embracing the localities of the forests to be protected, their extent, 
character, &c. 

The congress finally concludes that an international agricultural and 
forest congress, composed of delegates of governments and of great 
agricultural and forest associations, be convoked for the examination oi 
legislative measures, facilitating the international exchange of agricul- 
tural and forest products, of finely-bred animals, of agricultural machin- 
ery, of artificial fertilizers, &c. The congress should also deliberate 
upon such scientific questions as will stimulate the progress of these 
great industries. The delegates should, at each session of the congress, 
report upon the international trade in alimentary products. The presi- 
dent should place himself in communication with governments and 
great agricultural and forest associations, in order to rally the force of 
these great interests to the statistical work contgn^pl^l^c^^QQQie 
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THE CROPS OP 1874. 



The winter of 1873-74 was more favorable to fall-sown cereals than 
any of its predecessors for several years, giving a promise (which was 
folfilled) of a crop relatively large and of high quality. The product of 
wheat was probably the largest aggregate quantity ever obtained in a 
single year, the estimate being 309,102,700 bushels. The rate of yield 
per acre was lower than usual in the spring-wheat States. The increase 
in wheat-production has been due entirely to enlargement of the area. 

Corn in June was generally in fair condition, though a little late in 
the East ; injured in bottom-lands in the South ; and in some portions of 
the West by local droughts and the depredations of chinch-bugs. The 
season was cool on the upper Atlantic coast, and early frosts impaired 
the yield ; the product of the South Atlantic States was good, and that 
of the Gulf States somewhat reduced. The reduction in the West was 
heavy, and the aggregate productiou less by 82,000,000 of bushels than 
that of the crop of 1873. 

The quantity of rye comes very near to last year's aggregate, with a 
slight reduction in the area. 

Conditions were unfavorable for a large crop of oats, the reduction 
from the previous figures being 30,000,000 bushels. The breadth sown 
was increased, but the apparent yield was reduced from 27.7 bushels 
per acre to 22 bushels. 

Cotton, on a reduction in breadth of 10 per cent., lost in production 
about the same percentage ; the local losses of condition by cold and in- 
undation in spring and drought in later summer being compensated by 
exemx>tion from insect-injuries. 

Tobacco yielded less than half a crop ; potatoes about the same 
quantity as in 1873 ; and hay about 4 per cent, less than the previous 
crop, with a rate of yield of 1.11 instead of 1.14 tons per acre. 

Tahle Bhoteing the product of each principal crop of the wneral States namedj the yield per 
acrcj the total acreage^ the average price in each StatCy and the value of each crop^for 1874. 



Products. 



1- IS. 
I- ; t 



If" 

f 



71 8. 



-a 



MAINE. 

Indian com bashels. 

Wh«at do.... 

Rye do.... 

Oatfl do. 



Barley do.... 

Bnckwbeat do.... 

PoUtoes do.... 

TobAoeo ponndg. 

H»y tons. 



809.000 

291,000 

33.000 

1, 657, 000 
438,000 
396,000 

4,600,000 



1,131,900 



24.6 
15 
17.7 
28 
20 
22 
123 



Total. 



NEW HAHFSBIRE. 

Indian com bushels. 

Wheat do.... 

Rye do 

Oats do.... 

Bariey do... 

Soekwbeat do... 

PoUtoes do... 

Tobacco pounds 

Hay tons 

Total. 



32,886 
19,400 
1,808 
50,178 
21,900 
18,000 
37,388 



H 13 
1 54 

1 19 
67 
93 
77 
54 



1914, 170 
448, 140 
38,080 
1, 110, 190 
407,340 
304,930 
2,484,000 



1,286.250 



13 13 



14, 861, 847 



1,239,000 


36.4 


174,000 


16 


41,000 


22 


1,033,000 


37.6 


84,000 


36 


86,000 


30 


3,400,000 


120 


180,000 


1.275 


767,200 


1.13 



1, 476, 880 

34,038 

10,975 

1,863 

27,473 

3,231 

4,300 

88,333 

141 

685,000 



20,568,687 



1 18 

1 55 

1 20 

65 

1 03 

63 

59 

90 

13 13 



1,387.680 

869,700 

40.900 

671,450 

85,680 

53,380 

9,006,000 

36,000 

10,073,336 
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Tahle bhoicing the product of each imncipal cropf ifc— Coutinuod. 



Protlucts. 



2? 



fetes 

e 




I 



VERMONT. 

Indian com baflbela . 

Wheat do..., 

Rye do — 

Oats do.... 

Barley do — 

Buckwheat do — 

Potatoes do... 

Tobacco pounds 

Hay tons 



Total. 



M.V88ACHUSETT8. 

Indian com bushels . 

Wheat do.... 

Rye do 

Oats do .. 

Barley do 

Buck w b eat do 

Potatoes do 

Tobacco pounds. 

Hay tons. 

--I ToUl 



BHODE IBLAXD. 

Indian com bushels 

Wheat do... 

Rye do... 

OaU do... 

Barley do... 

Buckwheat do 

Potatoes do... 

Tobacco pounds 

Hay tons 



1,660. 

4le, 

61, 

4, 151, 

119. 

372. 
4.782, 

105, 

973, 



000 
000 
000 
000 , 

000 : 
000 ; 

000 
000 I 
500 



36.1 
17 

16.5 
37 
28 

22.5 
145 
,060 
1.14 



45, 983 

24,5«8 

3,697 

112, 1»9 

4,000 

16,533 

32,979 

99 

853,947 



61 10 

1 43 

1 06 

57 

1 01 

73 

43 

20 

11 80 



1, 094, 015 I 



1,431, 

35, 

258, 

751, 

113, 

56. 

3,449. 

4,920, 

523, 



000 I 
000 I 
000 I 

000 ! 

000 
000 
000 
000 
700 



32 

14.5 

13.8 



36.2 


22.3 


15 i 


110 


1,450 


1.17 



44,719 


1 10 


2,414 


1 45 


18,695 


1 11 


20,746 


67 


5,022 


1 02 


3.733 


72 


22,263 


69 


3,393 


28 


447, 607 


81 40 



I 



.1 568,592; 



Total. 



COXXECTICUT. 

Indian com bushels 

Wheat do... 

Rye do... 

Oats do... 

Barley do . . . 

Buckwheat do... 

Potatoes do... 

Tobacco pounds 

Hay tons. 



Total. 



KEW TOBK. 

Indian com bushels 

Wheat do... 

Rye do... 

Oats do... 

Barley do..,. 

Buckwheat do... 

Potatoes do 

Tobacco pounds 

Hay tons. 



Total. 



KEW JERSEY. 

Indian com bushels 

Wheat do... 

Rye do.... 

OaU do.... 

Barley do 

Buckwheat ..do 

Potatoes do 

Tobacco pounds. 

Hay tons. 



279, 000 { 



84.3 



20,800 I 
142, 000 I 
24,000 , 



17 
•JO 
86 



550,000 



95,600 



1,687, 

39, 

339, 

1,013, 

83, 

124, 

8, 727, 

9,030, 

661, 



16,807,000 
9,161,000 
1, 834, 000 

30,308,000 
6,463,000 
2,917,000 

25, 423, 000 
1. 593, 000 
5, 391, 800 



95 



1.80 



11,481 



1,883 

4,733 

923 



5,789 



79,667 



30 
18 
14.5 
31.5 
S2 
16 
105 
1.250 
1.30 



103, 816 



56,833 
2,205 

83,379 

38,159 
1,063 
7,750 

85,971 

7,324 

508,615 



30 

15.6 

14.1 

38.8 

21.7 

18 

105 

650 
1.30 



664,599 



1 18 



1 16 

73 

1 13 



84 66 



1 17 

1 45 

1 81 

78 

1 18 

91 

78 

38 

19 85 



560,833 
587,343 
130, 071 
923,841 
897,834 
168,055 
242,124 
8,451 
4, 070, 615 



93 

1 86 

92 

57 

1 17 

80 

57 

13 

13 10 



11,826.000 

597, 740 

64.660 

8, 366. 070 

113. 120 

271,560 

8,056,260 

21,000 

11. 487, 300 



18, 803, 710 



1, 574. 100 

50.750 

286,^0 

503, 170 

114.840 

40,380 

1, 689, 810 

1. 377. 600 

11. 807, 180 



16, 843. 550 



24,198 
103,660 
26,880 



451,000 
"2,357," 496 



3,292.384 



1,973,790 

57,565 

410, 190 

729.360 

87,612 

112. 840 

1.963,440 

8.889,600 

13, 728, 100 



80,893,497 



15, 630, 510 

11, 549, 860 
1.687,880 

17. 279, 140 
7. 561, 710 
8.333.600 

14, 491, 110 
307,090 

69.383,580 



6,976.467 I I 140,048.880 



Total. 




520,300 



368,486 


83 


128,189 


1 30 


36,641 


93 


145,955 


60 


405 


1 30 


18.936 


88 


41,700 


78 


385,407 


16 S3 



7,705.540 
3,581,800 

441,600 

1, 970, 400 

8,760 

83i960 
3, 876, 880 



8. 439, 366 



J^^m^.. 



33. 659. 146 
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Table showing the product of each principal crop, ^c. — Continued. 



Products. 



1 
It 



2 
2 



PENNSYLVANIA. 

Indiancom bufthels.; 33,8*21,000 3*2.2 

Wheat do.... 16,636,000 14.8 

Rxe clo....i 3.250,000 14.3 

Oj»t« do....' 23,607,000 1 24.6 

Barley do....: 437,000 1 23 

Buckwheat do....; 2,06-2,000 | 20.4 

Pototoea do...., I),223,000 84 

Tobacco pounds 10.500,000 1,150 

Hay tons.l 2,421,900 | 1.16 






52 » 

IS- 



1, 078, 946 

1, 124, 054 

227, 273 

1, 040, 935 

19,000 

101, 078 

109,797 

9.130 

2, 087. 845 



«0 76 

1 21 

90 

59 

1 00 

es 

79 

15 

17 05 



$27, 223, 960 

20, 129, 560 

2,925,000 

15, 108, 130 

437,000 

1, 752. 700 

7, 286, 170 

1, 575, 000 

41,293,395 



Total I i 5,798,058 

DELAWARE. 

Indian com bushels . j 

Wheat do.... I 

Kje do.... 

Oats do....; 

Barley do — 

Buckwheat .* do 

Potatoes do ' 

Tobacco pounds . 

Hay tons.] 



117, 730, 915 



2, 841, 000 


18 


157,833 


70 1 


1,988,700 


588,000 


11 i 


53,454 


1 31 


770.280 


10,800 


11.2 i 


964 


75 , 


8,100 


397,000 


21 1 


18,905 


52 1 


206,440 


1,700 


16.8 ' 


101 


1 00 


1,700 


1,200 


2-2.5 


53 


80 


960 


163,000 


70 


2.328 


72 , 


117,360 



34,100 , 



1.10 I 



31,000 : 20 00 



682,000 



Total. 



I 



264,638! I 3,775,540 



MABTLAKD. 

Indian com bushels. 

Wheat do. 



Rje do... 

Oats do.... 

Barley do.... 

Buckwheat do 

PoUtoes do 

Tobacco pounds. 

Hay tons. 



Total. 



TIBOIXIA. 

Indian corn bushels. 

Wheat do.... 

Rye do 

OaU do.... 

Barley do.... 

Buckwheat do 

Potatoes do 

Tobacco pounds. 

Hay tons. 



10, 033, 000 

5, 209, 000 

271,000 

2, 434, 000 

10,000 

61,000 

881,000 

16, 500, 000 

164,300 



20.5 
10.7 
11.5 
16.5 
18 

ia2 

50 
610 
1.25 



489,366 

486,822 

23,565 

147, 515 

555 

3,351 

17,620 

27, 040 

131, 440 



73 

1 22 

87 

55 

1 00 

82 

78 

09. i 

17 63 



7.333.360 

6,354,980 

235,770 

1,338,700 

10,000 

50.020 

687.180 

1,567,500 

2,896,609 



1.327.283 



90, 464, 119 



19.082.000 

5,672,000 

460,000 

4,587,000 

6,300 

40.000 

1.068,000 

35,000,000 

166,400 



Total. 



KOBTH CABOLIKA. 

Indian corn bushels. 

Wheat do.... 

Rye do 

Oata do 



Barley do.... 

Buckwheat do 

PoUtoes do.... 

Tobacco pounds. 

Hay tons. 



32,186,000 

2,878,000 

334,000 

3,083,000 

3.200 

19,500 

702,000 

8,500.000 

104,800 



20 

7.8 
10.5 
11.5 
12 
13.5 
68 
550 

1.05 



954,100 


64 


727,179 


1 17 


43.809 


79 


398,869 


54 


525 


95 


2.963 


70 


15.706 


64 


63,636 


12 


158,476 


16 88 



.: 2,365.263 



16.4 

8 

a5 

12.9 
16 

14.5 
75 
330 
1.25 



1, 352, 805 

359,750 

39,294 

338,992 

200 

1.345 

9,360 

25,757 

83,840 



13, 313. 480 

6,636,240 

363,400 

3, 476, 980 

5,985 

38,000 

683,590 

4,900,000 

2,808,832 



39, 415, 437 



Total. 



SOUTH CABOUXA. 

Indian com hnshels. 

Wheat do.... 

Rye do — 

<l»ts do.... 

Barley do 

Buckwheat do.... 

PoUtoes do.... 

Tobacco pounds. 

Hay tons. 

Total 



.1 3,111,343 



72 
1 38 
92 
66 
80 
58 
69 
16 
14 83 



15,973,9:<0 

3, 971, 640 

307,280 

8, 034, 780 

3.560 

11,310 

484,380 

1,360,000 

1, 554, 184 



35,700,054 



10. 160, 000 

579,000 

43.000 

715,000 

6,300 



78,000 
45,000 
33,400 



11 
6.3 

7 

11.5 
15 



70 
450 

1 



934,454 

01,905 

6.000 

63,174 

490 



1,114 

100 

33,400 

"17108, 567 



1 00 

1 85 

1 55 

91 

83 



97 
15 



10.169,000 

1, 071, 150 

65,100 

650.650 

5^166 



75.660 

6,750 

533,709 

13,5nr368 
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Table skotoing the product of each principal crop, ^o. — Continned. 



Prodncta. 


in 1874. 


Average yield per 
acre. 


Number of acrea in 
each crop. 


u 

It 


£ 


GEORGIA. 

Wheat do.... 

Kve do.... 

Oata do.... 

Barley do.... 

Buckwheat do 


24. 494, 000 

2, 611, UOO 

112,000 

4,560,000 

8,800 


11.1 
7.3 
7 

10.2 
14.5 


2, 206, 667 

357, 671 

16.000 

447,059 

607 


90 99 
1 53 

88 
1 87 


$22, 534, 480 

3. 994, 830 

169, 120 

4. 012, 800 

16,456 


Potatoes 

Tobacco 

Hay 


do.... 

ponndn 

tOIlH 


159, 000 

291,000 

17,500 


70 
5e0 
1.10 


2,271 

502 

15,909 


...... 

1 09 

13 

22 33 


173, 310 

37,830 

300,775 


Total 






3, 046, 686 




31, 329, 601 




IDA. 

bushels. 

do.... 









FLOR 

Wheat 


2,112,000 


10.6 


199, 945 


99 


9,090,880 


Rye 


do.... 












Oata 

Barley 


do.... 

do.... 


117,000 


12 


9,750 


1 01 


118,170 


Buckwheat 


do.... 


' 






Potatoes 


do... 












Tobacco 

Hay 


pounds. 

tons. 


916,000 


660 


327 


29 


47,520 












Total 






209,322 




2,256,570 




iMA. 

bushels 

!!;;!!*.;!*.*.!*.*do!!!l 

do.... 

do.... 

do.... 


_ 






ALAB. 

Indian com 

Wheat 

Rye 

Oita 

Barley 

Buckwheat 


20, 228, 000 

1, 087, 000 

21, 000 

626,000 

7.500 


12.3 

9 

9.1 
11.6 
11.5 


1. 644, 553 

120,778 

2,308 

53,965 

652 


93 
1 46 
1 50 

91 
1 00 


18,812,040 

1, 587, 020 

31,500 

569,660 

7,500 


PoUtoea 

Tobacco 

Hay 


do.... 

pounds. 

tons. 


136.000 

166,000 

15,300 


60 
550 
1.05 


2,966 

309 

14, 571 


1 31 

90 

17 50 


178. 160 
33,200 
967,750 


Total 


1 


1,839.395 




91,486,830 




5IPP1. 

bushels. 

do .. 








MI86ISJ 

Indian com 

Wheat 


18, 357, 000 

275,000 

14,000 

639, OUO 


13.8 
9.2 
9.4 

14.5 


1,330.217 

99,891 

1,489 

44,069 


1 01 
1 75 
1 61 
1 02 


18,540,570 

481.950 
22,540 
651,780 


Rye 

Oats 

Barley 


do.... 

do.... 

do.... 


Buckwheat 


do.... 












Potatoes 

Tobacco 

Hay 


do.... 

pounds. 

tons. 


127, 000 
80,000 
13,000 


56 
600 
1.95 


9,968 

133 

10,400 


1 17 

91 

91 09 


148,590 

16,800 

274, 170 


Total 


! 


1,418,467 




90,135.700 




ANA. 

bushels. 

do.... 







L0UI8I 

IncMan com 

Wheat 


7,836,000 


15.5 


505^546 


100 


7,836,000 


Rye 


do.... 








Oats 

Barley 


do.... 

do.... 


28,000 


12.3 


2,276 


1 08 


30,940 


Buckwheat 


do.... 








' 


Potatoes 

Tobacco 


do.... 

pounds. 

. . . t. . tons 


46,000 


60 


767 


06 


44,160 


Hav .. 


12,900 


1.20 


10,750 


90 00 


958,000 






Total 






519, 341 




8,168,400 




AS. 

bnshela. 

do.... 

do.... 

do.... 






■"*** 


TEX 

Indian com 

Wheat 

Bye 

Oata 


98.016,000 
1,474,000 

40.000 
1,118,000 

63,000 


19 

12.5 

13 

27.2 

30.5 


1.474,596 

117,990 

3,077 

41,103 

9,065 


75 
1 35 

86 


91,019,000 

1,989,900 

44,400 

939,190 

54,180 


Barley 

Buckwheat 


do.... 

do.... 


Potatoea 

Tobaeco 

Hay 


do.... 

pounds. 

tona. 


233,000 

141,000 

62,000 


70 
750 
1.40 


3.328 

188 
44,986 


1 49 

99.5 
10 99 


347,170 
31,795 
677,040 


Total 






1,686,493 




95,095,535 
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Prodncta. 


It 




a 
ll 


ii 


1 






^a 


> 


nmbe 
eac 


3^ 


> 






<y 


< 


S?5 


> 


^ 




ARKAXBAS. 










Indian corn. 


bushels. 


9, 7Q4, 000 


12.6 


771, 746 


10 95 


99,837,800 


Wheat 


do... 


1, 177, 000 


10.5 


112,095 


1 52 


1, 789, 040 


Rye 


do.... 


39,000 


12.7 


3,071 


1 37 


53,430 


f)its 


do.... 


573.000 


15 


3S.200 


75 


489,750 


Barley 

Buckwheat . 


do.... 












do.... 




::::::::: :::::::::::: 






Potatoes.... 


do... 


224,000 


43 


5,209 


1 09 


844, 160 


Tobacco 


pounds. 


708,000 


525 


1,348 


15 


106,200 


Hay 


tons . 


lo.eoo 


1.12 


9,643 


14 18 


152, 496 








Total.. 






941, 312 




12, 012, 876 




TESSESSEE. 























Indian com . 


bushels. 


31, 953, 000 


las 


1, 901. 964 


68 


81.788,040 


Wheat 


do.... 


11, 121, 000 


9 


1,835,667 


1 06 


11,788,260 


Rye 


do.... 


238,000 


10.5 


22,667 


1 05 


249,900 


Oku 


do.... 


3. 816, 000 


14 


272,571 


57 


2,175,120 


Barley 


do... 


84,000 


20.4 


4,117 


1 12 


94,080 


Bockwhcat . 


do.... 


76,000 


12 


6.333 


74 


56,240 


Potetoes .... 


do... 


605,000 


W 


12,100 


97 


586,850 


Tobacco 


pounds 


5,760,000 


600 


9,633 


10 


578, 000 


H»y 


tons. 


114,300 


1.10 


103,909 


19 08 


2,180,844 


Total. 






3, 568, 961 




39.437,334 




WEBT yiROIXIA. 






















Indian com . 


bushels. 


8. 803, 000 


26.5 


332,189 


61 


5,369,830 


Wheat 


do.... 


3,268,000 


11.6 


»J1,724 


100 


• 3, 268, 000 


Rye 


do.... 


208,000 


13.1 


20,458 


86 


830,480 


OkiM 


do.... 


1. 684, 000 


16.4 


102,683 


53 


892,520 


Barley 


do... 


50.000 
02,000 


18 
17.7 


2,778 
3,503 


1 00 

81 


50,000 


BDckwheat . 


do.... 


50.220 


Potatoes .... 


do.... 


782,000 


76 


10,289 


72 


563,040 


Tobacco 


jyouods 


1, 690, 000 


760 


2,224 


14 


836,600 


H«y 


tons. 


167,800 


.88 


190,683 


16 37 


8, 746, 886 


Total. 






946,530 




13, 407, 576 




KENTUCKY. 






















Indian com . 


bushels. 


48, 51f 000 


25 


1, 940, 560 


55 


86, 683, 700 


Wheat 


do.... 


8,525,000 


10.6 


804.245 


1 00 


8.585,000 


Rye 


do.... 


1,095,000 


11 


99,545 


98 


1, 007, 40O 


Oau 


do.... 


4,292,000 


14.4 


898,055 


55 


8,360,600 


Barley 


do.... 


257,000 


27 


9,518 


112 


^•®!!? 


Buckwheat . 


do . 


3,000 


15 


200 


84 


8,530 


Potatoea . . . 


do.... 


955,000 


46 


80.761 


99 


945, 450 


Tobacco.... 


ponnds. 


34, 500, 000 


640 


53,906 


18.4 


*•*!!•?? 


Hay 


tons. 


253,400 


.94 


869,574 


18 83 


4,616,949 


Total 






3.496,364 




48, 706, 458 















Indian com . 


OHIO. 

bnshels. 


88,422,000 


36 


8,456,167 


58 


51,884,760 


'^ifheat 


do 


25,993,000 
392,000 


15 
12.6 


1,738,867 
31,111 


I 04 

81 


27,038,720 


Rye 


do.... 


317.520 


oitM 


do.... 


17, 317, 000 
1, 182, 000 


20.5 
23 


844,738 
51,391 


49 
1 10 


8,485,330 


Barley 


do.... 


i;300;20O 


Backwheat . 


do.... 


192,000 


12.5 


15.360 


90 


^'^^ 


Potatoes .... 


do... 


5,500,000 


71 


77,465 


86 


4,730,000 


TDbacoo — 


ponnds. 


13, 000, 000 


720 


18,055 


09 


1, 170, 000 


Hay 


tons. 


1,655,600 


.90 


1,839.555 


17 88 


29, 508, 798 


Total. 







7.066,703 





183,996,138 




MICHIGAN. 













Indian c^nm . 


bushels . 


12,689,000 

17,341,000 

228,000 


27 

14.2 

14.6 


469.963 

1,821,197 

15, 616 


65 

1 08 

81 


8,347,850 


Wheat .... 


do.... 


18,788,880 


Rye 


do.... 


184,680 


oiu 


do.... 


8,434,000 


27 


318,370 


50 


4, 817, 000 


Barley 


do.... 


463,000 


17.5 


26,457 


1 15 


533,450 


Bockwheat . 


do.... 


29»,000 
7,601.000 


15.5 

87 


19,226 
87,368 


77 
63 


329,460 


Potatoes .... 


do.... 


4,788,630 


Tobacco.... 

H*y 


iwunds. 

tons. 




916,600 


1 


916,600 


15 60 


14,898,960 


Total.. 




1 




3,068,797 


v:;^;^ 


51,827,310 
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Table showing the product of each principal crop, ^-c— Continued. 



Products. 




INDIANA. 

Indian com bushels 

Wheat do.... 

Rye do 

Oats do.... 

Barley do 

Buckwheat do 

Potatoes do.... 

Tobacco pounds. 

Hay tons. 



Total. 



ILLINOIS. 

Indian corn bushels. 

Wheat do.... 

Bye do 

Oats do.... 

Barley do 

Buckwheat do 

Potatoes do 

Tobacco pounds. 

Hay tons.j 



la 



I 
I 

3 

o 
H 



74, 624, 
23,331, 

397, 
11, 628, 

539, 

1,55. 
2, 091, 
12,000. 

803, 



27 
12.2 
14.5 
19 

20.6 
14 
60 
HiO 
1.13 



2, 763. 852 
1, 912, 377 
27, 379 
612,000 
26.165 
11, 071 
34,850 
26,086 
711,416 



$0 51 

94 

77 

44 

1 10 

56 

81 

9.4 

13 92 



$.18. 056, 240 

21, 931, 140 

305,690 

5, 116, 320 

592. 900 

86, too 

1,693,710 

1, 128, 000 

11,190,288 



6, 125, 196 , 



80, 103, 083 



133, 579, 000 
30, 122, 000 
2, 036, 000 
31.824,000 
2, 052, 000 
136.000 
7, 438, 000 
7.000,000 
2,232,500 



ToUl. 



18 

11.5 
15.4 
17.5 
17.2 
13 
55 
760 
1.S0 



7, 421, 055 

2, 619, 304 

132,208 

1, 818, 514 

119,302 

10, 461 

135,236 

8,974 

1, 860, 417 



14, 125. 471 



WISCONSIN. 

Indian com bushels i 

Wheat • do.... 

Rye do. 



Oats do... 

Barley do..., 

Buckwheat do..., 

Potatoes do.... 

Tobacco I>ounds. 

Hay :.tons. 



Total. 



MINNESOTA. 

Indian corn bushels 

Wheat do... 

Rye do.... 

Oats do.... 

Barley do.... 

Buckwheat do.... 

Potatoes do 

Tobacco pounds. 

Hay tons. 



Total. 



IOWA. 

Indian com bushels. 

Wheat do.... 

Rye ^ do 

Oats do.... 

Barley do 

Buckwheat do ' 

Potatoes do I 

Tobacco pounds.! 

Hay tons. 



15,492, 
18,436, 
1,091, 
14,335. 
1, 151, 
375, 
5.956, 
2.250, 
1,164, 



000 ! 
000 I 
000 
000 I 
000 , 
000 I 
000 i 
000 
500 



28.9 
11.5 
13.3 
26.2 
SO 
in. 5 
87 
,000 
1.10 



549,362 

1. 603, 130 

82,030 

547, 137 

57,550 

24, 193 

68,460 

2,250 

1,058,636 



3, 992, 748 



7, 548, 000 

21, 338, 000 

145,000 

11, 135, 000 

954, 000 

45.000 

2, 465, 000 



115, 790. 000 
33,908,000 
485,000 
19, 650, 000 
4,725,000 
107,000 
4,806.000 



1, 747, 900 



Total. 



MISSOURL 

Indian com bushels. 

Wheat do.... 

Rye do 

Oats do... 

Barley do 

Buckwheat do.... 

Potatoes do 

Tobacco pounds. 

Hay tons. 

Total 



40,049,000 

15, 385, 000 

454,000 

13, 319, 000 

226,000 

95,000 

9. 029. 000 

13, 860, 000 

588,000 



31 

13.4 

]&5 

30 

94.9 

14 

70 



1.35 



99.9 

11.6 

17.9 

30 

90 

13.9 

63 



1.99 



16 
13.5 
14.7 
99 
18.9 
13 
40 
760 
1.93 



' 943, 484 

1, 599, 388 

7,838 

371. 167 

39,421 

3,214 

35,914 



605,778 



9,896,504 

31,963,014 

9, 923, 103 

28,198 

655,000 

936,250 

8,106 

76,986 



1, 439, 131 



9,399.088 



9.878,069 


74 


1, 139, 699 


83 


30,884 


69 


605,409 


47 


19,417 


167 


1,993 


69 


50,550 


85 


18,937 


11 


478,780 


19 05 



5G 
86 
71 
45 
97 
88 
83 
10.5 
10 49 



74,804,240 

25, SOI, 930 

1. 445, 560 

14. 320, 800 

1, 990. 440 

119,680 

6, ira, 540 

735,000 

93. 418, 925 



148, 913, 105 



&3 

83 

78 

46 

1 00 

62 

49 

7.5 

10 07 



9, 759, 900 

15, 301, 880 

850,980 

6, 594, 100 

1, 151, 000 

232,500 

2, 918, 440 

168,750 

11.726,515 



46, 704, 135 



51 
70 
59 
44 
83 
73 
49 



5 10 



43 
65 
63 
38 

77 
73 
50 



6 47 



34.076.960 

12, 769. 550 

313,960 

6.959.930 

241.830 

17,250 

1,718.700 

11524,600 

7,096,245 

5.215,891 I I 64, 017, 615 

Digitized' by V^TJU^f^ 



3, 649, 480 

14, 936, 600 

85,550 

4, 899, 400 

791.8-20 

32,850 

1, 907, 850 



4, 170, 780 



99.974,330 

49,759,600 

22,040,900 

305,550 

7, 467, 009 

3,638,250 

78.110 

9,403.000 



11,304,384 



96.996,094 
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TMe showing the product of each principal crop, <f'C. — Cod tinned. 



Products. 



1-- 



KJCXRAB, 

Indian com bnstaels. 

Wheat do.... 

Ry© do 

Ota do.... 

Barley do.... 

Backwheat do 

Potatoes do 

Tobacco ponndg. 

Hay tons. 



Total. 



XBBIIA8KA. 

Indian corn bushels. 

Wheat do.... 

Rye do.... 

Oats do.... 

Barley do.... 

Backwheat do 

Petatoea do 

Tobacco pounds. 

Hay tons. 



Total. 



CAUFOHXIA. 

Indiaa com bushels . 

Wheat do.... 

Rye do.... 

Oau do.... 

Barley do.... 

Bockwbeat do 

Potat4)es do.... 

Tobacco pounds. 

Hay tons. 



Total. 



OREGON. 

Indian com bushels. 

Wheat do.... 

Rye do 

Oats do.... 

Barley do.... 

Buckwheat do 

Potatoes do 

Tobacco pounds. 

Hay tons. 



Total. 



XE^ADA. 

Indian com bushels . 

Whest do 

Rye do.... 

Oats do... 

Barley do.... 

Buckwheat do 

Potatoes do.... 

Tobacco pounds . 

Hay tons. 



Total. 



TRK TKRRITOBIE8. 

Indian com bushels 

Wheat do.... 

Rye do 

OaU do.... 

Barley do.... 

Buckwheat do.... 

Potatoes do.... 

Tobacco pounds. 

Hay tons. 



16, 065, 000 

9, 455. 000 

490,000 

7, 847, 000 

435,000 

120.000 

1,116,000 

300,000 

530,000 



3,500,000 

3,619,000 

33,000 

1, 944, OOO 

355,000 



275,000 

'iso'/soo 



1, 617, 000 
88.380,000 
46,000 
2,356,000 
11,031,000 
20,000 
2,688,000 



641,700 



94,000 

4, 875. 000 

4,300 

2,391.000 

371,000 

900 

751,000 



103,600 



12,500 
360,000 



80,000 
45C.O0O 



180.000 
"55,666 



1,260,000 
2,355,000 



1,500,000 
490,000 



860,000 



150,000 



ToUl. 



is 



^1 



10.5 
13.7 
14 

24.5 
18 
15 
94 
580 
1 



10 
11.6 
17. r» 
23.1 
84.4 



33 

"i'io 



36.2 
13.3 
18 

35.8 
20 
23 
120 



1.40 



30.5 
19.5 
25 
36.7 
27.5 
26 
123 



1.40 



1.530,000 

690,146 

30,000 

390.386 

24,167 

8,000 

46.500 

517 

530.000 



3, 179, 616 



350,000 

311,983 

1,828 

84,156 

14,549 



8,333 

"i56,'ii7" 



991.966 



44,668 

8,150,000 

2,555 

65,810 

551,550 

869 

88,400 



458,357 



3,296,209 



II 



5^ 



$0 91 

84 

65 

53 

79 

1 50 

1 13 

10 

3 86 



73 
60 
74 
50 

86 



1 03 
'4' 74' 



98 

99 

1 03 

69 

78 

1 90 

1 U 



15 09 



3,089 

250,000 

172 

65,150 

13, 491 

34 

6,106 



74,000 



412,035 



94 
68 
61 
42 
55 
1 05 
51 



11 50 



-a 



114,619,150 

7, 942, 200 

273,000 

4, 158, 910 

343,650 

180,000 

1. 249, 920 

30.000 

2, 045, 800 



19 



35 
25 



105 

"i.'ss 



28 
19 



30 
98 



no 

*"i.'35 



431 

18,947 



9,286 
18,000 



1,714 
'46,'74i' 



82,119 



45,000 
123, 947 



50,000 
15,000 



7,818 



111,111 



1 50 
1 75 



1 00 
1 25 



900 
9666" 



1 00 
1 09 



75 
97 



1 10 



13 50 



359.876 

I 

Digitized by 



30, 849, 630 

9,555,000 

9,171,400 

93,680 

972,000 

305,300 



283,250> 
'855,*576 



7, 166, 200 



1,584,660 
98,096,900 

47,380 
1, 695. 640 
8, 604, 180 

94,000 
2,983,680 



9,683.953 



58,648.993 



88.360 

3, 315, 000 

9,693 

1, 004. 220 

204,050 

945 

383,010 



1. 191, 400 



6, 189, 608 



18,750 
630,000 



80,000 
569,500 



360,000 

*i,'i66,'666 



2. 751, 250 

1,260,000 
2, 409, 100 



1, 125, 000 
407,400 



946,000 



9.095,000 



...I 8,165.500 
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Table showing the average cash-talue per acre of farm-products for the year 1874. 



States. 


Com. 


Wheat. 


Rye. 


Oats. 


Barley. 


Book, 
wheat. 


^Potatoes. 


Tobacoa 

1 


Hay. 


Maine 

Now Hanipshiie... 

Vermont 

Massachusetts ... 

Khode Island 

Connectlcnt 

New York 


tS7 80 
40 77 
39 71 
35 30 
88 67 
35 10 

87 90 

88 70 
85 83 
18 60 

14 96 
13 80 
11 81 
11 00 
10 31 

10 49 

11 44 

13 94 

15 50 

14 85 
U 97 
11 43 

16 16 
13 75 
30 88 

17 55 
13 77 

10 08 
17 76 

15 81 
13 55 

11 84 
9 55 
7 30 

35 47 
88 67 
43 50 
38 00 


183 10 
34 80 
34 31 
31 03 


181 06 
86 40 
17 49 
15 33 
19 73 

17 54 
13 97 
13 05 

18 87 
8 40 

10 00 
839 
7 88 
10 85 
10 57 


118 76 
34 44 
31 09 
34 35 
31 90 

33 68 
18 69 

13 50 

14 51 
ID 93 

9 07 

6 31 
8 51 

10 46 
8 97 
18 13 

10 .55 

14 79 
13 88 
38 85 

11 85 

7 98 
869 

7 93 

10 04 
13 50 

8 36 
7 87 

13 05 
13 30 

11 40 

10 34 
13 98 

11 55 

34 70 

15 41 

35 00 
33 50 


$18 60 
36 58 
88 88 

88 74 

89 18 
35 96 
35 39 
81 60 
33 00 
16 80 
18 00 
11 40 
18 80 
18 30 
87 11 


116 94 

13 40 

16 48 
10 80 

"14*56' 

14 40 
18 41 

17 34 

18 00 
14 98 

9 45 
8 41 


166 48 
.70 80 
63 35 
75 90 
77 90 

75 60 
50 85 
54 60 

66 36 

50 40 
39 00 
43 93 

51 75 

67 90 

76 30 


' 185500* 
318 00 
406 00 

"ioo'oo' 

84 50 


Ill 55 
14 70 
13 45 
85 04 
89 59 


35 74 
19 65 
30 15 
17 91 
14 41 
13 05 
9 18 
1104 
11 65 
11 17 


35 (h2 
17 03 


New Jersey 

Pennsylvania 

Delaware 


31 90 


ITS 50 


19 78 
38 00 


Maryland 

Virginia 

North Carolina — 
Soath Caroliua — 

Florida 

Alabama 

Mississippi 


57 95 

66 00 

58 9) 

67 50 
75 40 

145 30 
110 00 
136 00 

*"'iS"75* 

78 75 
60 00 

106 40 

79 36 
64 80 


38 01 
17 78 
19 54 
S3 83 
34 56 


13 14 
16 10 


13 65 
15 13 




11 50 




78 60 
65 58 
57 60 

104 30 
46 87 
48 50 
54 73 
45.54 
6106 
54 81 
48 60 
45 65 
43 63 
34 30 
31 50 
34.00 
36 88 
33 99 

133 30 
68 73 

310 00 

131 00 


18 37 
36 36 






34 00 


Texas 


16 87 
15 96 
9 54 
11 60 

10 60 
15 60 
15 33 

11 47 
9 89 
954 

10 36 
7 54 

11 30 
11 51 

696 
13 07 
13 36 
33 85 
19 38 


14 43 

17 40 
11 03 
11 86 
10 13 

10 80 

11 88 
11 16 
10 93 
10.37 
10 91 
10 83 
10 14 

9 10 
13 95 

18 54 

15 35 


36 33 




15 29 


A rlcannas .... 


15 ^l 


TenneMiiee 

West Virginia 

Kentacky 


88 85 

18 00 
30 84 
35 30 
30 13 
33 66 
16 68 
30 00 

30 08 
15 40 

19 47 

14 33 
80 98 

15 60 
15 13 

31 35 
37 16 


8 88 
14 34 
13 60 
11 35 
11 93 

7 84 
11 44 

9 61 
10 83 

963 

897 

33 50 

"S7*60* 
87 30 


30 99 
14 40 
17 13 


Ohio 


16 04 


Miohigan 


15 60 


Indiana 


43 34 
81 90 
75 00 


15 73 


Illinois 


13 59 


Wisconsin 


11 08 


MinnesotA r .... 


6 88 


Iowa «•• ...... 




7 89 


Missouri 


83 60 

58 00 


14 68 


Kansas 


3 86 


Nebraska 


5 69 


California 




31 18 


Oreffon ........ 




16 10 


wiSa :::::::.:.: 




37 00 


The Territories . . . 




16 38 









Table showing the total average cash-vahie per acre of the principal crops of the farm fin" the 

year 1874. 



States. 



Maine 

New Hampshire 

Vermont 

Massachusetts . . 
Bhode Island... 
Connecticut .... 

New York 

New Jersey 

Pennsylvania... 

Delaware 

Maryland 

Virginia 

North Carolina. . 
Soaih Carolina. . 

Georgia 

Florida 

Alabama 

Mississippi 

Loniaiana 



9i 



113 93 
18 40 
17 19 
39 68 
31 71 
31 43 
80 07 
33 07 
30 30 

14 37 

15 48 
13 43 

13 17 
11 34 
10 38 

10 78 

11 68 

14 19 

15 73 



States. 



Texas , 

Arkansas 

Tennessee , 

West Virginia.. 

Kentucky 

Ohio 

Michigan 

Indiana 

Illinois 

Wisconsin , 

Minnesota , 

Iowa 

Missouri 

Kansas , 

Nebraska.;.... 

CaliforvU 

Oregon.......... 

Nevada , 

The Territories 






114 88 
18 76 
11 05 

14 16 
13 93 
17 54 
16 69 
13 08 
10 54 
13 30 
10 34 
10 40 
13 37 

9 70 
7 78 

15 97 
IS 03 
33 50 
S3 14 
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A general eummarjf showing the estimated quantities j number of acreSf and aggregate value of 
the principal crops of the farm in 1874. 



Prod acts. 


Nnmber of 
bushels, dec. 


yatnber of 
acres. 


Value. 


lodiftoooni 

Wheat 

Rye 

Oats 


bushels.. 

do.... 

do.... 

do.... 


850,148,500 
309, 102, 700 

14,990,900 
240,369,000 

32,552,500 

8,016,600 

105, 981, 000 


41,03r,9ie 
84,967.027 

1.116,716 
10, 897. 412 

1, 580, 696 
452,500 

1, 310, 041 


•550,043.080 

291. 107, 895 

12.870,411 

125 047 530 


Barley 

Baokwheat 

Potatoes 


do.... 

do... 

do.... 


29, 983, 769 
6, 477, 885 
71. 823, 330 






ponnds.. 

tons.. 

bales.. 


Total 

Tobaooo 

Hay 


1,561,161,900 

178, 35.^ 000 

24,133,900 

3,800.000 


81.361,330 

2»1,603 
81,769,779 


1,087,3.13,900 

3:J. 362, 765 
331. 4-20, 738 
2.')<) 215,000 








ToUl 


. 






1 





Table showing the average yield and cash-tfalue per acre, and price per hushel, pounds or ton 
of farm-products for the year 1874. 



Products. 



Indian com . 



JC^e.... 
Oats... 
Barley. 



.do., 
.do., 
.do.. 
.do.. 



& 


i 


i 


2. 


h 


1^ 


1* 


F 






> 




< 


< 


< 


M.7-f 


10 64.7- 


$13 40 


12.3+ 


94.1+ 


11 a 


13.4+ 


85.8+ 


11 SB 


99.0+ 


39.0+ 


11 47 


20.6- 


92.1+ 


18 96 



Products. 



Buckwheat . 



.bush 
..-.do.. 



Tobacco Ita. 633.9 + 



Hay tons. 

Cotton lbs. 






17.7 + 
80.9 - 



1.11^ 



8.0 

v.. 

Ill 



10 80.8+ 
67.7+ 
13.1- 

13 73. 2+ 
14.5 






$14 31 
54 82 
82 04 
15 99 
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CONDITION OF FARM-ANIMALS. 

The United States include a territory so vast and climates so vari- 
ous that each winter brings to farm-stock local vicissitudes, ranging 
from one extreme to its opposite. While the winter of 1872-73 was 
quite uniformly cold and dry east of the Rocky Mountains, an unusual 
mildness pervaded the Pacifl«». slope. That of 1873-'74 was one of ex- 
traordinary length and severity west of the great mountains, causing 
much mortality and great leanness of kine in all that region ; while in 
the more eastern portions of the country a mild winter was observed, 
especially exempt from injurious northers in Texas, so that animals 
there, unsheltered and unfed, not only escaped suffering, but improved 
in condition. In the Ohio and Mississippi Valleys, though the tem- 
perature was moderate, the season was disagreeably wet and change- 
able, and the feeding season was a long one, as winter set in with con- 
siderable severity in November. On the whole, the condition of stock 
in winter was one of average health and comfort, and higher than 
average if we except the losses of the Pacific coast. The average 
loss in mortality and depreciation of flesh and vitality, whether it 
be estimated at $50,000,000 or $75,000,000, is a fact that should astonish 
the political economist, and excite the indignation of societies for the 
prevention of cruelty to animals. Should the loss be but $30,000,000 
In a favorable season, it would be a fact for especial congratulation, 
and stock-growers might felicitate themselves upon their unusual pro- 
vision for and care of their domestic animals. It is fair to say, however, 
that by far the greater portion of this loss occurs in the cotton States, 
in the great Texas and Missouri River plains, and beyond the Sierras, 
where great herds and flocks are left to themselves and to nature. For- 
tunately, as the country is filling with population and improving with 
settlement, the nomadic stock-grower is beginning to disappear, follow- 
ing closely upon the exit ot the Indian and the buffalo, and with him 
will disappear the Texan steer and the mustang pony^ and the wild and 
thriftless status of unfed and unsheltered herds and flocks. 

Our correspondents reported losses in many counties in California 
ranging from 10 per cent, up to 33, amonuting in some cases to five 
thousand cattle in a county, and in extreme cases to about ten thoa- 
sand. In Washington Territory the winter was more severe than any 
previous season since '18t>l-'62, when 50 per cent, of the cattle in a dis- 
trict east of the Cascade Mountains perished. The weather was very 
cold in Idaho, longer than usual, and as little food and no shelter were 
provided, "more severe on cattle than any winter since the Territory 
was settled." In Colorado and Wyoming the winter was mild, and but 
little suffering or loss resulted. In parts of Kansas provision for the 
sustenance and comfort of stock was made with entire exemption from 
loss ; in other districts the usual negligence prevailed. Early winter 
and short feed are reported in some places; and there, also, "many 
skeletons are scattered on the prairies." Much loss resulted in localities 
through neglect to store up hay, though grass " was abundant and 
might have been had for the cutting." The Utah Basin experienced 
greater severity than the region east of the Sierra Madre, and stock 
wintered worse than usual. In New Mexico and Southern Arizona a 
favorable season for stock has been generally reported. A healthy 
and thrifty condition of stock was the uniform report of New England 
and the Middle States ; and in the Southern Atlantic States there was 
much less suffering and mortality than usual, and a larger number 
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of instances of special care and anaceustomed provision of feeding 
material. In the States bordering npon the Ohio the principal draw- 
back was a wet and changeable season. 

The early part of the present winter (of 1874-'75) has been favorable 
to fine condition of cattle, on account of general mild temperature and 
exemption from severe storms. Feeding did not become necessary as 
early as usual, and the prospect is favorable for an abundant supply of 
feeding material. 

The influences affecting the condition of cattle apply measurably to 
sheep, and similar reports are made of the wintering of our flocks. 
East of the Eocky Mountains and north of Texas the value of fleeces 
has secured comparative protection to sheep, and in Texas flocks have, 
fortunately, done very well without it. Those remaining east of the 
Mississippi are generally in the hands of owners who know the 
importance of care. Some large flocks sent across the Missouri have 
suffered from neglect and exposure ; in Bourbon, Kansas, one of 400 
lost 35 per cent., while flocks properly cared for wintered well. On 
the Pacific coast they fared little better than the cattle. 

Diseases of Farm-Animals.— The sanitary condition of farm-stock 
is more favorable than usual, mainly because the vicissitudes of the 
season have been less inimical to healthfulness. Gradually the influence 
of better treatment on health is dawning upon the minds of the more 
improvident owners, though such education is slow and dearly bought. 
In several instances where animals have been turned out too early to 
shift for themselves, diseases have been reported in unusual prevalence. 

Horses. — Leaving out of view the relapses from and effects of the 
epizootiC'influenza, the record of horse-diseases in 1874 would be quite 
unimportant. Diseases reported are of a milder type than usual. The 
fatalities noted are mainly the results of neglect and improper treatment, 
either in health or after symptoms of disease have been developed. Yet 
in this respect there is a growing improvement. Men are discovering 
that the dictates of mercy coincide with those of an enlightened self- 
interest. Public sentiment is also awakening to a closer scrutiny of the 
treatment of the useful animals, thus largely counteracting the temptations 
to thoughtless cruelty, which have too often disgraced our civilization. 
There can be little doubt that a proper treatment of horses would 
diminish their liability to disease, and consequently depress the rate of 
mortality, thus effecting a great saving to the industrial interests of the 
country. 

The results of the epizootic influenza of two years ago had not 
entirely disappeared last season. Permanent iujury resulted in a con- 
siderable proportion of the numbers recovering. It will be remembered 
that there was a very small percentage of immediately fatal cases. In 
some instances injurious results were for a long time visible; in others, 
apparent relapses occurred ; in ill-treated and overworked horses, dis- 
eases of the lungs, spine, and kidneys were perhaps more frequent than 
others, but the usual variety of equine diseases were reported in differ- 
ent sections of the country. 

Cattle. — The Texas catiie-fever was more or less destructive in the 
States from Indiana to Kansas. In Fouotaiu, Indiana, tTA*enty deaths 
followed the contact of natives with Texans. The southern part of 
Sangamon, Illinois, was visited during the summer, and hundreds 
died, oC'Casioning great alarm in the community. A large percentage 
of cases was among ^^ Missouri cattle," which had passed through the 
Saint Louis stock-yards. Cattle known to be Texas cattle were not 
affected themselves. Several hundred deaths are reported InMaooapm, 
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IlliDois. In Missouri spvera4 counties report considerable fatality from 
the presence of Texas cattle. Nodaway lost two hundred ; Caldwell, 
over one hundred in a few herds in the town of Kidder. Jasper, Pettis, 
Stone, Saint Glair, and Vernon report numerous cases, as also Howard 
Cbnnty, Kansas. Abortion has been quite common, especially in New 
York and New Jersey. Deaths from black-leg were reported from all 
points of the country. Pleuro-pneumonia was spread through the 
country contiguous to New York by the sale of distillery-fed cattle of 
that city and Brooklyn. 

Unnamed diseases were reported in different parts of the country. In 
Caledonia, Vermont, calves about four months old became stupid, re- 
fusing to eat, and died in convulsions in from twelve to sixteen hours. 
M^ny farmers lost half their calves. In Washington, Kansas, an affec- 
tion of the lungs, accompanied by weak eyes discharging matter, was 
somewhat troublesome. In Redwood, Minnesota, many young cattle 
died of an unknown disease; they were usually taken with stiffness, 
loss of appetite; would lie down, never to rise again ; the hind parts 
became paralyzed; death supervened in from twenty -four to forty -eight 
hours, sometimes accompanied with severe pains, and sometimes not; 
the blood then congested in dark blotches : the animals affected were 
mostly in good condition. In Nemaha, Kansas, in herds kept daring 
the summer in close range and fed on prairiehay, many cattle ap- 
parently in good condition previously were found dead without any 
apparent disease. In Butler, Kansas, many Texas cows, heavy with calf, 
died suddenly of an unknown disease. In Biley, Kansas, close herding, 
cruelty, and starvation have brought in disease for which no popular 
same has been found. In Wasco, Oregon, during twenty years, there 
was a foot-disease, resulting in the entire loss of the hoof. It was not very 
prevalent, however, and disappeared with the return of spring. In Burke, 
North Carolina, about five per cent, died of a fever that has infested the 
county for ten years. In Wilkes, Georgia, a few cases of fever were suc- 
cessfully treated with sulphur and sulphate of iron. In Clinton, IllinoiSi 
one hundred and twenty-five cattle died with high fever and acute pain. 
The maw, on dissection, appeared to be hard, dry, and about two-thirds 
full of mud. The animals bad fed upon the dry prairie, and had drunk 
of the muddy waters of its stagnant pools. The Territories present a 
remarkable exemption from disease ; not a county reports anything like 
a prevalent type. 

In Assumption, Louisiana, cattle became weak and emaciated, lumps 
about the size of an egg forming along the back. These, on being opened, 
were found to be filled with worms precisely of the form and size of 
hot- worms in horses. In Putnam, Illinois, stock were affected with eye- 
diseases ; no fatalities. In Washington, Kansas, cattle died so suddenly 
as to give suspicion of poisoning. A post-mortem examination showed 
inflammation and gangrene of the stomach, and worms filling the intes- 
tinal canal. Some attributed this result to drinking stagnant water in 
the holes of the dry prairie. A case of gross abuse and cruelty is re- 
ported in Balls, Missouri. A large herd, principally the refuse of the Saint 
Louis market, were grazed on the prairie, and herded at night in small 
inclosnres. At midsummer, when water was scarce and the animals 
had no supply except from filthy pools, a disease broke out, and one hun- 
dred died. In Miami, Kansas, small feeders met with considerable losses 
through neglect, exposure, and poor feediug. In Del Norte, California, 
some calves died, it is supposed, of leeches in the liver. 

Sheep. — In New England, New Jersey, Delaware, Maryland, North 
Carolina, South Carolina, Florida, Alabama. Mississippi, West Virginia, 
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^licbigan, Wisconsin, Minnesota, and Nebraska sheep-diseases hare 
been too inconsiderable to deserve mention. In the other States the 
staple complaint is of liver-rot, foot-rot, scab, and grub in the head. 
In various portions of the Middle, Southern, and Western States, 
the chronic grievance of *• worthless curs " is aggravated by in- 
creased ravages. In some counties sheep-husbandry is entirely pros- 
trated. Our correspondent in Seneca, New York, puts the case strongly 
and pathetically in describing the loss of choice Merinos by one of his 
assistants. He says : '^ None but those who have spent long years and 
money without stint, in bringing to perfection a thorough-bred flock, 
can appreciate the loss and discouragement." 

Supine. — ^The most unhealthy (if not most unwholesome) of farm-animals 
has not been exempt from ^^cholera''andotherailments the past year. The 
mortality among swine is annually the cause of loss of a considerable 
portion of the profits of their production, which would otherwise be 
large. The losses were heaviest in the Western and Southern States, as 
usual, and especially where large numbers are kept together, and among 
those fed upon distillery slops. As usual, these are localiiies that have 
suffered the loss of twenty to thirty per cent, of the entire numbers. 
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THE TOBACCOCROP. 

Tobacco is a special crop, very irregalar ia its distribation aud flue- 
taatiog in extent of local breadth, and beoce specific investigation i^ 
necessary even to obtain comparative estimates of qaantity. Though it 
is produced in all the States, there were only fourteen States in 1870 
<on census authority) that produced (each) as much as 1,000,000 pounds, 
while several counties in tobacco States yield each two, three, to five 
millions of pounds. Kentucky and Virginia are credited with more than 
half of the crop, the former State alone 40 per cent, of it. Only seven 
States separately exceeded 10,000,000 pounds — Kentucky, Virginia, Ten- 
nessee, Ohio, Maryland, Missouri, North Carolina, in order of precedence. 
Yet in point of fact the product was much greater than indicated by the 
census, the fear of taxation doubtless preventing a full return. As an 
instance of deficiency, the national census of Ohio makes a total of 
18,741,923 pounds. In 1869 the State assessors returned for the same 
year 38,953,206 pounds ; and undoubtedly neither census obtained a 
return of the entire production. These seven States produced about 
85 per cent, of the tobacco grown. 

Few people apparently realize the small area actually occupied by the 
«rop. Allowing 100,000,000 pounds increase over the 262,735,341 
pounds reported by the census, twenty townships of land yielding 800 
pounds per acre will sufiftce. This is the size of a medium county. This 
fact affbrds an explanation of the necessity of care in preventing great 
fluctuations in the breadth of production, and shows how easy it would 
be to ^lut the market and ruin prices. 

An inquiry in the early part of 1874 was directed to our correspond- 
ents in counties producing not less than 100,000 pounds, for an actual 
<sensns or careful estimate of the quantity harvested in 1873, the aver- 
age price, the number of acres cultivated, and the quality of the crop. 
Eeturns were received from a large proportion of them. One county in 
New Hampshire, Cheshire, in 1870 returned 97 per cent, of all the 
tobacco reported for the State. Its estimate for 1873 was 200,000 
pounds, instead of 151,189 pounds in 1870. It is on the OonnecUcut 
Biver, adjoining Franklin County, in Massachusetts. Three C3anties in 
Massachusetts, on the Connecticut, retarned in 1870 all but 23,610 
poinds of the 7,812,885 pounds made in the State. 

Connecticut grows some tobacco in every county, though Hartford is 
credited in 1870 with 5,830,209 pounds of the 8,32^,798 pounds reported. 
Hartford in 1873 produced 6,000,000 pounds, grown on 3,239 acres, worth 
24 cents per pound, of a '' fair quality, but not equal to the best on account 
of extreme drought at planting time." Onondaga, Chemung, and Steu- 
ben, in New York, are the only counties reporting 100,000 pounds in 
1870, when the aggregate was 1,884,048 pounds of the 2,349,798 pounds 
in the State. The estimate for the three in 1873 was 2,324,730 pounds, 
grown upon 2,387 acres. The crop is grown in Steuben " along the val- 
ley of the Conhocton Biver, and is not so perfect in the leaf as the Con- 
necticut." Three counties in Pennsylvania, Lancaster, York, and Bucks, 
produce nearly all the tobacco grown. An immense increase was made 
in Lancaster, from 2,792,584 pounds in 1870 to 13,683,600 pounds in 1873 
Nine-tenths of the tobacco raised in Bucks County is grown in the im- 
mediate vicinity of the old William Penn mansion, in Falls Township, 
taking the place of wheat. 

Coming to the great tobacco States, those of the central belt, we find 
that Virginia, which twenty-five years ago, and even in 1860, took the 
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lead in production, has gi\neu place to Kentucky, which is credited by 
the last census with 105,000«000 pounds, and doubtless actually pro- 
daced 140,000,000 in the census year. Three Atlantic States, with four 
Western, at one time monopolized the production — how fully may be 
seen by the following table : 



StiltM. 



Vtn^InU , 

Eentuoky , 

Maryland 

North CmoUim... 

Ohio 

Miuoari 

Totel 

Other Staim 

Grand total 



1850. 



Pound$, 
55. 501. 196 

SO, 148, ins 

21, 407. 497 
11,984.786 
10, 454, 449 
17, 113, 784 



193, 413, 871 
6.338,784 



199,750,655 



1860. 



P9und». 
12}, 967, 757 
108, 10^ 433 
38, 931, 977 
38, 410. 965 
39,853,850 
35,538,972 
25, 086, 196 



399,880,850 
41,338,611 



434,209,461 



1870. 



Pounds. 
37. 086. 364 
105, 305, 869 
31. 465, 453 
15. 785. 339 
11, 150, 087 
18, 741, 973 
13.390,483 



331,855.567 
40, 879, 774 



363,735,341 



1874. 



Poundt. 

35.000,000 

34,500,000 

5, 780. 000 
16. 500, 000 

8,500.000 
13,000,000 
13,800,000 



187,140,000 
51,215,000 



178, 355, 000 



Tb4« table shows a large increase from 1850 to 1860, if the census re- 
turns for 1849 and 1850 are equal in degree of completeness. A super- 
ficial observer might assume that decrease in pioductioa was heavy 
io 1860 were it not known that a much larger amount than is reported 
was handled in the fiscal year ending June 30, 1870. * The census re- 
turns are 262,735,341 pounds ; the exports were 185,748,881 pounds of 
leaf-tobacco, and manufactured to the value of $1,582,095. The total 
prodoetion could not have fallen short of 360,000,000 pounds. It 
has been larger since, especially in 1873. The crop of 1&74 is really a 
very small one, as represented in the estimates for that year. 

None of the cotton States produce much tobacco. One county in 
Florida, Gadsden, has long been celebrated for the production of Ouba 
tobacco, which always commands a high price. A correspondent says 
of it: 

The Gsdaden " wrapper-leaf was always in high repute^ and extensively nsed in 
the loanafactare of cigars, being in size, fineness, and textnre fully eqnal to the best 
Caba, and far snperior to the Connecticnt seed-leaf. Where the variety known as the 
Coba-filler has ueen tried, it has snooeeded finely in this county. \Ve need bnt the 
capital to mann&ctnre onr tobacco into cigars (thns affording as a home-market for 
the raw material) to make the cnltivation of it the most profitaole crop that \^ grown. 
It is a flingnlar fact, bnt nevertheless true, that of all the counties of the State, many 
of them abonDding in the very finest soil, Gadsden is the only one that has succeeded 
ID making the Cnba tobacco a staple market-crop. Prior to 1860 it rivaled in net re- 
turns the great staple, cotton. Whether this success is attributable to any peculiarity 
in the elements of the soil I am not able to determine, but this fact is worthy of note, 
that, except immediately on the banks of the Apalachicola River, which forms the 
western boundary of the county, there is an entire absence of the rotten limestone which 
so largely pervades the other sections of the State. In 1872 a citizen of this county 
cleared one acre of good pine-land, and after breaking it up and applying $8 worth of 
commercial fertilizers in the hills, planted it in Cuba tobacco. The crop was sent to 
New York, and the net returns of sale amounted to $320.90. In 1873 he added another 
acre, making two acres, and planted it again in tobacco. The crop of two acres was 
sold in New York, and netted |760. The two acres in tobacco did not interfere with 
the making of an abundant supply of provisions and the usual amount of cotton for 
market. 

THE SMALL CROP OF 1874. 

The crop of 1874 is so exceptionally small and poor, from soeding to 
curing, unpromising and disappointing, that a record of results is 
deemed desirable. In nearly all of the tobacco districts the destruction 
of the seed-beds by insects and the drought which dried out the plants . 
before setting or burned them afterward, caused the reduction of the re- 
ported area in July more than half. One county in Ke^tjcl^f ,^(4^fky^][^ 
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T^hich grew 2,500 acres in 1873, bad scarcely 25 acres planted on the 
25th of last Jnne. Low prices also discouraged planting in some sec- 
tions. The average condition of the crop in Kentncky was 42 x>er cent, 
in July, 31 in August, 31 in September, 44 in October, and the indicated 
product in November wafi 40 per cent. In Virginia the monthly reports 
of condition were respectively, 79, 72, 55, and 65, and the product in 
November averaged 58 per cent In November our summary said: 
" The reduced yield of tobacco was sufficiently foreshadowed in our 
previous monthly reports ; all the large tobacco States show results in- 
dicating a disastrous year to the tobacco interest;" and a special re- 
port, from a careful census of the principal counties, was promised, 
which is herein presented. Ifc will include the quantity grown, the 
acreage, the price and total value, the quality, kinds, and uses, mode 
of culture and curing, and other information. 

In 1870 there were 211 counties in the United States producing 
more than 100,000 pounds each ; all others contributed but 12,000,000 
pounds, or little more than 5 per cent of the crop. Of these 211, there 
are 154, representing in the census 71 per cent, of the total production, 
that appear in our present exhibit These counties made a total of 
186,276,726 pounds in 1869, and now return 99,805,602 pounds. In the 
census year 49 counties in Kentucky, which now report 19,306,836, pro- 
duced 84,593,456 pounds. In 26 counties of Virginia the decline is fh)m 
25,000,000 to 19,000,000, while the same counties last year yielded 
33,000,000. In Ohio 10 counties gave little more than half the census 
record, which wa« very incomplete. The estimate for Montgomery 
County is 2,500,000 pounds ; less than a third of its usual product. Seven 
counties in Maryland, that produced four-fifths of the crop of 1869, yielded 
three-fourths as much as in that year, and about six-tenths as much as 
last year. In Tennessee the business has been nearly abandoned, 9 
counties declining in production from ten millions in 1873 to one and a 
half in 1874. The decline has been small in most of the Connecticut 
Valley counties ; in Hartford County the estimate was six millions in 
1873, and six and a half in 1874. The reduction is large in Onondaga, 
New York, and Lancaster, Pennsylvania. The summary, by States, of 
the present returns is as follows : 



states. 





11 
•si 

S OJ 



^^ 



I IS 



I 
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New Hampshire 
Maasachn setts.. 

Coanectioat 

New York 

PennsylTania . . . 

Maryland 

Virginia 

North Carolina . 

Florida 

Tennessee 

West Virginia.. 

Kentnoky 

Ohio 

Indiana 

lUinois 

Wisonnsin 

. Missouri 

Total 



list. 189 
095,433 
513,739 
408, 143 
371. 764 
536.259 
131, 788 
859, 716 
118, 799 
666,858 
976, 694 
593,456 
663,840 
603,043 
385^644 
875,076 
436,895 



173.300 

616,000 
8,350,000 

789, 670 
9. 877. 400 
9, 568, 9S8 
19. 474, 980 
4, 360, 375 

300,000 
1, 450. 000 

488,308 

19, 306. 635 

7,680,333 

3, 795, 000 

1,788,500 

775,000 
11, 816, 943 



130 

385 

6,475 

1,315 

8,437 

15.553 

35,I8U 

18,737 

300 

2,403 

600 

30,035 

10,638 

8,335 

1,383 

760 

13,843 



OenU. 
SO 
88 
3^3 
13.1 
15 

9.8 
13.1 
16.3 
83 

9.7 
14.1 
13.4 

&3 

0.4 
10.9 

7.5 
11.1 



t34,6fO 
173,480 

i^69d,500 
104. 054 

1, 489, 410 
886,943 

8,884..'W6 

696.875 

44,000 

140.775 

69.313 

8.383,948 
404,781 
357,150 
19S,900 
58,135 

1,841,971 



154 186, 276, 736 j 99, 805, 602 



148,277 



13, 301, 391 
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The details of the above statement, by counties, are as follows: 



Counties. 



NEW HAMPSHIBK. 

Cbediire 

MA8SACHU8ETT8. 

Hampden , 

COSXBCnCUT. 

Hirtford , 

Litchfield , 

X«v Haven 

Toliand 

ToUl 

NXW TOBK. 

Onondagft 

Stoaben 

Total 

FE2rK8TLVAMA. 

Btjcks 

Unctfter 

York 

ToUl 

MABYLAND. 

Cilrert 

Charii* , 

Frederick 

Howard 

Montgomery 

Prince George's 

J»tatMkrye 

ToUl 

TXBonnA. 

AnelUi 

Appomattox », 

Botetoort 

Baekinirham. • 

rtmpbeil 

Caroline. 

Clwtterileld 

Dinwlddie 

50yd 

'loraima 

FimoUin 

HMorer 

fleary 

Umli. 

Loaeaborgb 

MecklenbarKh 

MoQtgomery 

>MM}B 

JiiteylTMiU 

Powhatan , 

Prince Edward "....!!! 

B«ekbridge 

Spottaylrantn 

Camberland 

Goochland 

Charlotto 

Totdl 

KOBTH CABOLDTA. 

Alamance 

€anreU 

J«wi 

??Stf^:;::::::::::::::::: 
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Oentt. 




151,189 


173,300 


130 


30 


•34,660 


1,095.423 


616,000 


385 


38 


173, 4€0 


5,630,909 


6.500,000 


5,000 


35 


8,375,000 


1.048,569 


1,300,000 


1.000 


30 


34©; 000 


103,562 


150,000 


135 


31 


31,500 


531,399 


500.000 


350 


30 


150,000 


7, 513, 739 


8.350,000 


0,475 


33.3 


3.696.500 


1, 357, 603 


650.000 


800 


13 


184,500 


150,540 


139,670 


415 


13.3 


19,554 


1,406,143 


789,670 


1,215 


lai 


104,054 


151,373 


475,000 


475 


19 


90.350 


3,693,564 


9.133,400 


7.603 


15 


1,368,360 


537,808 


380,000 


350 


11 


30,800 


3, 371, 764 


9.877,400 


8,4a7 


15 


1, 489, 410 


3,158,300 


3,150.000 


5.850 


8.5 


867,750 


8,103,739 


1.500,000 


3,500 


e.5 


137, 500 


374,369 


397,500 




13.5 


40,163 


183,980 


100,000 


300 


13 


13,000 


630,000 


360.000 


450 


10 


36,000 


3,665,054 


3.000,000 


4.000 


10 


300,000 


3,583,917 


1, 361, 458 


3.153 


9 


113.531 


13,536,859 


9.568.ifi» 


15,553 


9.3 


886.943 


1,037.731 


3^000 


650 


11 


37,400 


656,944 


400,000 


550 


15 


60.000 


196,459 


750.000 


1.500 


13 


90,000 


809,937 


455,814 


800 


13 


54,608 


1, 761, 901 


1,451,040 


3.073 


9.5 


137, 849 


417, 848 


300.000 


350 


10 


30,000 


194,510 


100,000 


400 


11 


11,060 


844,504 


330,000 


660 


14 


46,300 


157, 467 


300,000 


800 


30 


60,000 


894, 03J 


800,000 


1,000 


13 


96.000 


1,696,549 


1.500.000 


3.000 


7 


105,000 


439,434 


109.858 




11 


13,084 
881,850 


1,139,617 


1,350,000 


3,500 


33.5 


030,396 


400,000 


500 


10 


40,000 


963.673 


641,000 


1.600 


10 


64.100 


3.166,638 


3,000,000 


4.000 


13 


840,000 


304,747 


753,000 


1.350 


35 


188,000 


1. 199. 183 


800,000 


1.000 


13 


96.000 


4.383,511 


4.300,000 


10.000 


9.5 


399.000 


541,430 


130,000 


130 


14 


16.800 


960.700 


600.000 


1,500 


13.5 


75,000 


186.469 


150.000 


300 


7.5 


11.850 


139,503 


75,000 


150 


16 


13,000 


956,855 
405.315 


435.368 
535,000 


567 






13,5 


70.875 


1.964.736 


800,000 












35,131,788 


19,474.980 


35.180 


13.1 


8.894,506 


155,570 


450.000 


1.800 


85 


118.900 


8. 963; 053 


1,000.000 


3,000 


80 


800.000 


1.837.150 


750,000 


1,703 


30 


885.000 


1.441.971 


1,500,000 


5,000 


80 


30.0.10 


751.045 


30,000 


500 


11 
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Coauties. 






IS 

I 



8 

f 

>5 



NOKTR Carouha— Continaed. 

StokeH 

Guilford 



844, 145 
177. 782 



400.000 
130.375 I 



1,000 
335 



Total 6,859.716' 4,960,375 1 



18,737 



ii 

s 



Cents. 
25 
90 



16.3 



Gadsden. 



FLORIDA. 



118, 799 ■ 



900,000 I 



TEKNE88EE. I I 

Dickflon I 469,130 | 

Dyer 419.440 I 

Macon 950.768 

Obion 64.^937 , 

Robertson 9,103,3^ 

Smith I 9,950,902 

Sumner I 909,568 

Weakley l 9,599,590 

WiUon I 339.901 



50,000 
95.000 
50,000 
40,000 
8U.000 
600.000 
175. 000 
950,000 
180,000 



ToUl 10,666,858 1 1,450,000 



Cabell.... 
Payette .. 
Kanawha.. 
Mercer... 
Monroe..., 



WEST YIBQINU. 



Total. 



Adair 

Ballard , 

Boone 

Bracken 

Breckinridge . 

Barren 

Butler 

Callaway 

Carroll 

Christian 

Clinton 

Cumberland . . 

Daviesa 

Bdmonson 

Fleming 

Gallatin 

Grant 

Grayeon 

Graves , 

Green 

Hardin 

Harrison 

Hart 

Hickman 

Hopkins , 

Kenton 

Lame 

LiTingston .... 

Logan 

Marion 

MarshaU 

McLean 

Meade 

Metcalfe 

MoDToa 

Mnhlenbargh. 

Ohio 

Owen. 



Robertson. 

Shelby 

Simpaon... 
Taylor 



rw, 410 

188, 165 
419, 469 
117,429 
193. 991 



976, 694 



10,000 
195,000 
183.308 

i:io,ooo 

40,000 



488,308 



1,931,665 

8,863,455 

979, 740 

4. 188, 039 

3, 338, 471 

9,473,939 

1.008,589 

1,994,509 

669.875 

5. 384, 137 

117,938 

1,304,366 

6, 973, 067 

414, 840 

905,954 

157,050 

164.995 

859.760 

4, 474. 195 

1,375,091 

984,178 

981,704 

9, 315. 919 

570,987 

3,019,053 

360,983 

968,100 

1.066,578 

8,707,571 

139,993 

1,416.989 

8,969,037 

030,000 

1,310,381 

674,096 

1, mi, 088 

3,388,633 

8,890,070 

1,651,503 

1.648,901 

840,435 

1,079,401 

1,909.630 



150,000 
984,485 
150,000 
600,000 
800,000 
900.000 
100.000 
100,000 
150,000 
1,500.000 
195.000 
100,000 
9,500,000 

50,000 
140,000 
100,000 
900,000 
875,000 
1,990,000 
911,950 

90,000 
166,500 
950.000 
100,000 

80,000 
950,000 
160,000 
100.000 
485,000 
9,600 

40,000 
400,000 

60,000 
100.000 
100,000 
800,000 
995,000 
800,000 
800,000 
100.000 
100,000 

60,000 
150,000 



89 



100 
45 
100 
50 
900 
757 
300 
600 
950 



10 
14 
10 
15 
13 
10 

6.5 

8 
10 



9.409 



90 
900 
130 
170 

80 



9.7 



(knU. 
15 
10 

19.5 
90 
16 



600 ' 14.1 



950 

700 

900 

1,350 

1,100 

1,985 

995 

150 

175 

3,000 

950 

195 



100 
90O 
130 
975 
550 



245 
50 
333 
495 
150 

9,666 
500 
350 
195 
970 
90 
60 

1,000 
75 
900 
140 
300 
450 

1,300 

1,600 
185 
185 
100 
300 



7 
14 

8 
17 
13 
19 
10 
10 
19 
14 
10 
10 
19 
10 
15 
16 
15 

9 

13.5 
10 
19 
19.7 
10 
19.5 

8 
16 
13.5 
11 

11.5 
19.5 
11 
11 
11 
11 

9 

6 
19 
17 
15 



18.5 
13 

7 
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Coontie«. 
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! 
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Kbxtuckt— Oontiiraed. 
Todd 


9. 690. 193 
3,614,36:) 
65S.465 
9.096.960 
9. 035, 159 
3.511,649 


500.000 
500,000 
900,000 
9,000,000 
495.000 

5qp,ooo 


1,000 
700 
900 

5,000 
618 
833 


Genu, 
15 
19 
19 
11 

8 

8 


$7.'5,00O 
60,000 
94.000 

9«),000 
39,600 
40.000 


Trifit 


Tnmlle 


rnion 


Warren 


WebstflT 




Total 


64, 593. 456 


19,306,835 


30.095 


19.4 


9. 383, 948 




OHIO. 

Adtna 


109.473 

907,839 
1. 460, 478 
9, 667. 743 

474, 178 
9. 845, 595 
3, 963, 183 

486,125 
9,304,557 

110,739 


18.000 
191, 693 

9,360,140 
445,500 
150,000 
500,000 

9.500,000 
975,000 

1,900.000 
40,000 


190 
979 

9,411 
495 
950 

1.000 

4,000 
550 

1,500 
40 


19 
19.5 


3.490 
23,961 


Atbena 


Belmont 


BrovD 






Oaernaev 


8 
9 
8 
8 
8 
6 


19.000 
4.'». OOO 
900.000 
99,000 
96,000 
9,400 


Monroe.. 


Montffomerv 


liorsaa 


XoW« 


Vinton 




ToUl 


14,669,840 

358,948 

994,195 

3,019,970 


7,680,333 

1,100.000 

195,000 

9,500,000 


10,636 

1,400 

325 

6,500 


8.3 

a5 

7 
10 


404,781 

93.500 

13.650 

950,000 


1MDIA5A. 
Dnboii 


Perry 


Spenoer '. 




Total 


3, 603, 04:) 


3. 795. 000 


8,925 


9.4 


337,150 




ILLIK0I8. 

Edwjuds 


133, 150 
387.389 
471, 660 
307,013 
157,000 
541.605 
13.\045 
1,159,589 


100,000 
900,000 
400,000 
150.000 
39.500 
100,000 
100.000 
700.000 


130 

9;to 


11 
19 
11 
9 
19 
19.5 
10 
11 


11,000 
94,000 
44.000 
13,500 
3,900 
19,500 
10,000 
77,000 


PrankUn 


Hamilton 


John«>n 


187 
65 
930 
190 
400 


Pttlaaki 


Wayne 


White 


^iBiamaon 




Total 


3,985,644 


1.789.500 


1,389 


10.9 


195^900 




WlflOO!l8Df. 

Dane 


999,568 
645,108 


75^000 
700,000 


60 

700 


7.5 
7.5 


5.695 
58,500 


Book 




Total 


875.076 


775.000 


760 


7.5 


68,195 




xiasouBi. 
Boone 


149,634 
938.998 
9,993.981 
783.970 
788,139 
113,735 
891,797 
355,767 
187.091 
119, 617 
639.558 
873, 776 
190.335 
146.754 
118.534 
143, 169 


75,000 

1.938,900 

3,500,000 

401,970 

1,000,000 

35,000 

360,000 

350,000 

150|000 

9; 000, 000 

1,000,000 

900.000 

A 473 

54,000 

900,000 


135 
1.950 
8,000 

913 

fl;ooo 

50 

400 

3,500 

900 






CaUawaj 


19.5 
10.5 
19.5 

9 

9.5 
15 

to 

9 
10 
14 

a5 

9 

9 
10 
19L5 


154, 775 

367,500 

50,159- 

90.000 

8.395 

54,000 

85,000 

45,000 

15,000 

980.000 

85,000 

95,900 

6.6U 

5^400 

95.000 


Chariton 


FraakUn 


Howanl 


LaFajctt© 


Lincofii :. ;: 


Macon i:,:;....:....:.::: 


Monroe 


OiiaKe 


SK..:....:::..:..:.:.:;;.;;::;: ; : : 


Randolph 


1,400 
400 


Kv ^.;i**';""'''i";"^^i";:":;;;;*" 


Saint Charlea 


Stoddard 


45 
9S0 


Wehater [.[[[[[["VZV. 




Total 


9,496,995 


11,916.943 


13,843 


11.1 


1, 941, 971 





QUALITY. 

Dry weather cured the crop of the northern portion of the Oonnecticat 
RiTer in the field, and left it brittle. In the Hartford district there is loss 
of quality from drought. Part of the crop of Hampden, Massachusetts^ 
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is of extra quality, especially where it was matared early and was ware- 
housed in good order. In the New Haven district quality is fine, but 
color various ; if this unevenness of color is lost in the sweating: pro- 
cess, it will be the best crop raised since 1871. In Tolland there was wet 
weather during the culture, and very dry weather during curing, which 
proved unfavorable to the best quality. Quality is not superior in Onon- 
daga County, New York, in consequence of wet and cold weather ; it is 
only medium in Stenben, dry weather afiecting the leaves somewhat, 
many of which are injured by worm-punctures. In Pennsylvania the 
crop is inferior to that of 1873; in Lancaster it grew slowly, and encoun- 
tered heavy rains when nearly ripe 5 in Bucks dry weather prevented 
the mat;nring of fine leaves, and caused them to dry too rapidly, and 
contract when housed. 

The quality of the Maryland crop is nearly everywhere reported lower 
than in recent years. In Prince George's it is deemed better than last 
year, on account of being handled at the proper time, and from favorable 
curing- weather. It was late in growth and of a dark color in Saint Mary's. 
Only 60 per cent, is of average quality in Montgomery, from injury by 
the fly, and the drought of June and July. In Howard there is much 
immature Irosted tobacco. It is thick-leaved, small, and dark-colored in 
Frederick. Lateness of growth and early frosts were injurious in almost 
every portion of the State. Similar causes affected a portion of the Vir- 
ginia crop ; that planted before the 1st of June generally was very good; 
that planted later sufi'ered from drought, and was cut when immature to 
avoid frost. While a majority of the counties return inferior quality, 
many others with a smaller area to cure or a more southern location 
claim a superior crop, as Floyd, Fluvanna, Henry, Patrick, Powhatan, 
and others. Counties in North Carolina, with few exceptions, have crops 
of more than average quality. The fly worked among the young plants 
to some extent, and drought, a severe storm in September, and frost, 
wrought further injury. 

Quality is rather below average in Tennessee, owing to a wet spring, 
drought, and early cutting to escape frost. In Kobertson about half is 
good ; a fourth was cut before it was ripe, and the remaining fourth was 
frosted in the field. In Mercer, West Virginia, superiority in quality 
was obtained by favorable weather for maturing and curing. The crop 
was good in Fayette, and fair in Kanawha, but very poor in Cabell, from 
early drought. The quality is generally inferior in Kentucky, from the 
destruction of young plants by the fly, injury from drought, causing 
imperfect growth and late maturing ; so that much was either cut im- 
mature or frosted in the field. In some places the early planted was good ; 
in Clinton, one-fourth good, one-fourth medium, and one-half poor. 
Among the exceptions are Hardin and Meade, above average in color, 
but light in weight; Hickman, very good ; Larue and Clinton, early 
planted, above average ; Graves, good ; Pendleton, good fiber, well col- 
ored ; Owen, above average ; Simpson, fine ; Todd and Trigg, one-half 
excellent, the remainder frosted. 

Counties in Ohio return comparatively poor quality. Montgomery had 
one of the poorest crops ever raised. A small insect destroyed a large 
portion of the plants in Vinton. Fifty per cent, deterioration is returned 
from Monroe. Late planting and subsequent drought were prominent 
causes of poor quality. In Washington the crop is claimed to be good. 
In Indiana and Illinois the quality is quite uniformly good ; it was in 
some counties more carefully cultivated and handled than usual. Drought 
injured the Wisconsin crop. Most of the Missouri counties make favor- 
able report of quality, many indicating an improvement over last year, 
-and some admitting injury from drought. Digitized by LjOOglC 
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VARIETIES AND USES. ,.^^. 

Few, if any, plants are so modified by peculiarities of the soil on which 
it is grown, and by circumstances of fertilization and culture, aS tobacco. 
Whether the crop is worth in market five cents or fifty per pound depends 
more upon these points than upon the variety grown. And yet there are 
many varieties, showing the most marked points of difference. Fashion, 
as to color and other points, contributes to widen the range of prices. 

The Connecticut seed-leat, ased for wrappers for Havana fillers, and 
lower grades of fillers, or binders to cheap cigars known as ^eed-cigars, 
is cultivated almost exclusively in Xew England, t. 6., the Connecticut 
Valley, from Cheshire County, in New Hampshire, to the sea. The Hou- 
satonic Valley, 'in Connecticut, has recently made this crop somewhat 
prominent } and, by a superior system of warehouse classification, it 
realizes returns almost equal to those secured on the Connecticut. In 
the town of Westfield, in Hampden, Massachusetts, the Havana seed is 
grown, said to be a cross of the Connecticut with Havana ; a plant of 
firm leaf, better flavor, and greater value for wrappers of fine cigars than 
the broad-leaved common variety. In the vicinity of Hartford are varie- 
ties beariag the names, Connecticut seed-leaf, broad seed-leaf, Belknap, 
Puritan, and Ohio broad-leaf. 

The Connecticut seed-leaf is the kind grown in New York, almost ex- 
clusively in Onondaga, Chemung, and Steuben. The best quality is 
used for cigar- wrappers; and the coarser and imperfect stock is manu- 
factured into smoking or chewing, and some of the refuse is ground into 
snuffs. A cross from Havana seed is mainly grown in Bucks County, 
Pennsylvania, much resembling imported Cuba tobacco. 

The Maryland tobacco is of two principal varieties, the broad-leaf and 
the narrow-leaf. The former commands a higher price ; the latter yields 
a larger quantity. Much of it is exported ; a large order is usually 
filled for the French government. It sells at a moderate price, has no 
peculiar value for wrappers, and is used for cigar-fillings, ordinary snuff's, 
twist and plug chewing, and for manufactured smokiug-brands. In 
Montgomery County a kind known as Bay tobacco is grown. The Big 
Pryor variety is deemed the best in Botetourt County, Virginia ; the 
Blue Pryor is popular in Amelia. The White-stem, a dark-colored ship- 
ping-tobacco, is quite extensively grown in strong, heavy lands, finding 
a good market in England. The Cumberland correspondent claims that 
as the banner county for shipping and stemming tobacco. A fine grade 
of tobacco is made from Orinoco seed. The Frederick, a vigorous grower, 
is cured to a dark " nutmeg color,'' and is principally shipped to Europe. 
The crop of Montgomery has a large leaf which cures bright, and is use- 
ful for wrappers, with careful assorting. The red lands generally pro- 
duce too coarse and strong a quality for cigars or fine chewing-brands, 
but suitable for shipping. Several kinds are grown in Henry, but grow- 
ers aim to produce a bright, yellow leaf, suitable for plug chewing-tobacco. 
The new lands, and old fields on which fertilizers are used, yield a light 
yellow, manufacturing grade. 

The soil of several counties in North Carolina, near the Virginia line, 
is peculiarly adapted to the production of light-colored and high-priced 
wrappers. Person, Caswell, and Granville claim to " surpass any other 
portion of the United States in adaptation to the growth of the first and 
most remunerative grades of tobacco." The average price of the last 
crop in Person County is placed at 30 cents, of the Gooch, White-stem, 
Yellow Pryor, Big Orinoco, and Little Orinoco varieties. The first is 
distinguished by fine texture and small fiber, and is successfully grown 
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on light, sandy soil, almost valueless for grain or grass, and brings from 
40 cents to $2 per poand for wrappers. The White>stem is second in 
quality, Yellow Pryor third, and Big Orinoco fourth. The respective 
area of each in cultivation widens in the order named, except that the 
Fryer's liability to injure from frost is driving it from the field. All 
these are usually coal-cured and used for wrappers. The Little Orinoco 
is coarse grained, grown on rich soils for weight rather than quality, not 
adapted to yellowing, and air-cured or dried with wood-fires, is used for 
fillers, and sells at 15 to 25 cents. It is reddish brown in color; some- 
times nearly black. In Caswell the broad-leaf Orinoco is most culti- 
vated, though some prefer the Yellow Pryor variety, less in weight and 
richness, but of finer texture. Light lemon-color commands the high- 
est price. The White-stem and Orinoco are mainly cultivated in 
Stokes. 

Oadsden County, Florida, has produced for forty years a variety 
grown from seed obtained in Cuba, having a small, narrow leaf, and pos- 
sessing to a remarkable degree the peculiar aroma and delicate fragrance 
BO highly prized in the Havana cigar. Since the advent of German 
buyers an article was introduced which produces the ^^ Florida wrapper,^ 
and is now the main growth. Its leaves are sometimes three feet in 
length and twenty inches in breadth, of a fine silky texture, admirably 
adapted to use as wrappers, the coarser leaves being used very accept- 
ably as fillers. Another variety, medium in size, introduced since the 
war, highly aromatic, even somewhat pungent, makes a strong cigar. 

There are different varieties in Tennessee, as the White Stem, Big 
Stem, Big and Little Frederick, Blue and Yellow Pryor, Orinoco, yet when 
grown several years they appear to assimilate in quality and appear- 
ance. Much of it is cured a red or mahogany color and finds a large 
sale in European markets. 

Kentucky, the tobacco-field of America, has many varieties. That 
grown in Christian, Trigg, Todd, Logan, and in Stewart, Montgomery, 
and Bobertson, in Tennessee — known to the trade as the Glarksville dis- 
trict, though Hopkinsville is now a rival point for the traffic— has a 
heavy body and is well adapted to the export trade } it is largely used 
in Germany, Austria, and the north of Europe, though a portion is sent 
to Mexico and the coast of Africa. It has no competition in the West, 
and is only approximated on the manured lands of Virginia. The soil 
on which it is grown is limestone, with a deep-red clay subsoil. Its 
peculiar mode of curing contributes largely to its recognized character- 
istics. It is cured in close barns in the course of two or three days' 
heavy firing, which gives greater body than the air-cure. The White Bar- 
ley is a favorite in many counties, among which are Bracken, Fleming, 
Pendleton, Grant, Shelby, Trimble, Kenton, and others. This is cured 
of a bright-yellow color, and is used for cutting into "fine-cut," and 
sometimes for wrappers. Old land, well manur^ and cultivated, will 
yield a heavy shipping-tobacco from almost any variety ; and a red or 
black oak soil will make a bright wrapper from the same varieties. 
Fleming County is working exclusively for the cutting-trade. (Jood 
chewing grades are made from the Yellow Pryor and the Long Green in 
Bardin ; and the Pryor is also the favorite variety in Hart, in Muhlen- 
burgh, and in Adair. The Little Frederick is most grown in Clinton. 
The one sucker variety, producing only one sucker to the leaf, is favor- 
ably regarded in Adair, Clinton, Hart, and other counties. Cumberland 
produced good shipping-leaf; Hickman grows shipping-grades nsed 
largely in plug-tobacco ; that of Hopkins is manufacturing and ship- 
ping, and about one-fourth of the crop is made into strips ; and ship- 
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piDg-leaf is promineDt in Logan, soaght by English and French buyers, 
for wrapping and mannfaotaring purposes. There are many other names 
of assumed varieties, but the above are among the best known. 

The leading variety in Montgomery, Ohio, the Baltimore Guba,^s 
from seed sent oat by this Department. It has a long and broad leaf, 
and when properly cured makes good wrappers. ^^ This seed has been 
worth millions to the county,'^ says our correspondent. The white 
tobacco, grown in Adams Oounty, is used for wrappers and fine-cut. 
The Monroe crop is similar to the Maryland tobacco, and goes to Europe 
for smoking'tobacco. It is used to some extent in the manufacture of 
cigars. The Gonnecticut seed-leaf and the Kentucky are the best varie- 
ties in Yinton. In Spencer, Indiana, the Pryor is grown for fillers and 
black wrappers, and the White Stem and Twist-bud are shipping-leaf sorts. 
The White Burley and Yellow Prior are favorite varieties in Edmunds, Illi- 
nois ; in Johnson, three kinds are grown, the Pryor, the Big Shoe-string, 
and Big White Stem, the two latter yielding most; that grown in Southern 
Illinois is mainly used for fillers and wrappers and in the cutting-trade. 
The Crown-leaf, in Bock County, Wisconsin, is exported, though choice 
lots are taken at home for wrappers and binders for cigars. The Yellow 
Pryor appears to be largely grown in Missouri for the shipping-trade. 
The Little Frederick, Twist-bud, Long Oreen, and Fine Small are other 
desirable varieties, the latter liked by many experienced and careful 
growers. That grown in Boone County for exportation ranks high as a 
chewing-tobacco. 

ROTATION. 

A sort of irregular rotation is to some extent practiced in the Con- 
necticut Valley. In the vicinity of Hartford it is customary to take oft 
from one to three crops of tobacco, then a hay or grain crop, followed by 
grass for several years. Lower down the valley rotation is observed to 
some extent, and the general testimony accords therefor better returns. 
Our Hamxkien (Massachusetts) authority deems the quality better if 
repeated crops are taken. 

In the Onondaga (New York) district a clover sod, with a good spring 
growth, and fifty to sixty loads of manure per acre, all well turned under 
and reduced to a fine tilth, is the favorite soil for tobacco-planting. Wheat 
is the next crop. Sometimes crops of tobacco are repeated, with eighty to 
one hundred loads of manure per acre, but more than two or three crops 
are indicative of bad farming. In Steuben the preferred order is clover, 
com, tobacco. In Lancaster, which county produces a large proportion 
of the crop of Pennsylvania, tobacco is preceded by corn and followed 
by wheat. The rotation in York is similar. Quite uniform Maryland 
practice is to follow tobacco with wheat. In Calvert County it is grown 
every third year, the crop^ being clover, tobacco, wheat. It is preferred 
in Charles to have it follow corn rather than " a fresh fallow." New land 
in Frederick, after a crop of tobacco, is sown to wheat, then grass. Three 
crops are sometimes taken ft'om new land in Montgomery, but further 
continuous cropping results in larger plants of inferior quality. The 
regular three-year rotation is generally practiced in Prince George's, 
though some planters prefer the four or five year plan. Where new 
land is taken for tobacco in Virginia, two or three consecutive crops are 
usually taken, followed by wheat, aiterward clover or grass. In old 
ground the common rotation is clover, tobacco, wheats in some counties 
wheat precedes tobacco; where only two fields are used, which get all 
the manure from stables and cattle-pens, the crop is only alternated with 
wheat Com comes in between tobacco and wheat in Patrick^ IaJQf9$ 
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counties a year or two of fallow comes after wheat ; in other counties a 
similar rest follows two or three consecutive crops of tobacco on new 
land. iN'ew land is preferred in North Carolina, and soils peculiarly 
desirable for particular kinds and qualities of tobacco are selected with 
great care. No attempt at rotation is reported from Florida. A sys- 
tematic course of cropping is by no means the rule in Tennessee. Wheat 
is most freq uently grown after tobacco, but com or other crops some- 
times occur in succession. On new land wheat is sometimes grown 
between two crops of tobacco, followed by a similar period in corn, 
wheat, and clover. Old ground is manured for the tobacco-crop. Fer- 
tilizing for tobacco is virtually unknown in West Virginia. Wheat, as 
elsewhere, is usually adopted for the succession, followed by clover, on 
the best-managed lands ; but the more careless farmers follow with pro- 
miscuous cropping until the land is exhausted and turned out to grow 
mullein, pennyroyal, and rag-weed. Some sort of rotation is deemed a 
necessity in Kentucky, though some counties do not practice it; it is held 
that to grow the crop " on the same ground two or three years in suc- 
cession would everlastingly ruin it;'' also that it cannot be successfully 
grown on timothy-sod ; but that it may be cultivated in successive crops 
by sowing rye and turning under iu spring when a foot high. The pre- 
ferred course appears to be tobacco, wheat, clover ; if longer, two years 
in clover. In Ohio several crops are in many cases grown in succession; 
sometimes two of tobacco, two of corn, and one of wheat, and then grass 
or tobacco again ; in other places tobacco, wheat, clover, as in other 
tobacco-regions. Farther west, where new lands are abundant, tobacco- 
growing is either confined to such lands, or alternated with wheat, with 
little thought of any regular course of rotation. 

CULTURE AND CURING. 

A comparison of the local modes of culture and curing reveals great 
differences in the modus operandi of tobacco-husbandry. 

The cultivation in Cheshire County, New Hampshire, substantially 
the northern limit of Connecticut Yalley tobacco-growing, is essentially 
the same as in Massachusetts and Connecticut. The soil is a warm, 
sandy loam, manured with ten or twelve cords of stable-manure and 
two to five hundred pounds of guano per acre, harrowed in. The surface 
is ridged up to bring the manure around the plant Sometimes the 
ground is lightly marked with the plow, and guano or superphosphate 
of lime placed in the hill. When the plants are set they are mulched 
with straw or hay to prevent their withering. In Hampden, Massachu- 
setts, ten cords of good manure, horse-manure preferred, are applied. 
At the time of transplanting, which occurs from the 5th to the 2oth of 
June, the land is plowed, and then a light furrow is cut, sowed with 
300 pounds of guano or superphosphate, and covered with ridges, leav- 
ing the rows somewhat elevated. The Havana plants are set 18 inches 
by 3 feet, the seed-leaf 2 feet by 3. The yield of the former does not 
equal that of the common sort. The seed is usually sown in April in 
Connecticut, in a carefully-prepared seed-bed liberally manured with a 
rich compost or concentrated fertilizer. Horse-manure for the field- 
culture is obtained as far as possible, and supplemented with any avail- 
able well-decomposed farm-yard manures, and also with Peruvian or 
fish guano, superphosphates, wood-ashes, bone-dust, tobacco-stems, and 
other fertilizers. The ground is plowed and harrowed suflSciently to 
pulverize and mix the fertilizers. The plants are set iu Hartford County 
from July 1 to July 10, in rows 3J feet apart, and from 18 to 25 inches 
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in the row. The best caltivation is given ; the seed-blossoms and all 
snckers are broken off; the plants are cut in August or September and 
left on the gronnd to wilt ; then bundles of five to seven plants are strung 
on a lath, four feet long, and hung in the curing-house in tiers. 

The district known as the Honsatonic Valley comprises all of Litch- 
field County, five towns in Fairfield, two or three in Berkshire, and one: 
ia New Haven. Low prices have reduced the acreage to a lower figure 
than for eight years past, and the product is estimated at 3,500 cases, 
of which Litchfield produced 3,000 on about 1,000 acres. This district 
has had considerable expeiience with special fertilizers, and the conclu- 
sion is reached that they aid the growth of the plant while injuring its 
qaality. At the present time most of the crop is grown with barn-yard 
manure, yielding a product of better color and texture, and one that 
comes out of the sweat better than that made with such special fertil- 
izers. In New Haven the main resource for fertilizers beyond the com- 
mon use of farm-yard manure is a double-refined poudrette. In Tolland 
the liberal use of horse-manure, say eight to ten cords, with 350 pounds 
of guano per acre, is deemed sufficient to keep up soil-fertility without 
rotation. 

The main reliance in Onondaga, New York, is upon clover-sod and 
farm-yard manure, though various kinds of commercial fertilizers have 
been usecl. Our correspondent says, " Three acres of tobacco will require 
the manure accumulated from 100 to 200 acres." In Bucks County, 
Pennsylvania, the tobacco-section is Falls Township, along the Dela- 
ware Biver, where the surface is nearly level, and the soil a rich, dark, 
sandy loam. During the winter 35 loads of manure per acre, brought in 
boats from Philadelphia at $1.25 per load, are spread upon the fields, 
and plowed under at a depth of 4 to 6 inches as soon as frost is out, and 
left till about May 20, when the soil is well pulverized and worked into 
hills 3 feet apart each way. A compost of well-rotted manure is applied 
in the hill. Fertilizers are believed to injure the burning qualities of 
the leaf, and their use has been discontinued. The culture is similar to 
that of cabbage, until the leaves are 6 inches in width, after which the 
fields are gone through two or three times per week in search of worms, 
which do not increase in abundance from year to year. The crop should 
be cut in twelve weeks from planting. In Lancaster, the largest to- 
bacco-county in Pennsylvania, plants are set 20 inches apart in the rows, 
which are 3| feet apart. The culture is about the same as for corn j 
the soil is kei>t well pulverized and free from weeds. Farm-yard ma- 
nure is the main fertilizer, which is so extensively used that other crops 
suffer from lack of it. 

In Maryland, seed is germinated from January 1 to March 15, in a 
well-prepared bed, enriched with barn-yard manure and Peruvian guano. 
As the plants attain the size of a man's hand they are transplanted when 
the earth is moist from rain. The distance apart varies somewhat, 2^ 
feet each way being the usual distance in several counties; in some 
ca$es 3 by 2 feet ; in Prince George's 3 by 3 feet. In Calvert the land 
is well fertilized with farm-yard manure, guano, and superphosphate. 
When the plants begin to grow, the crust around them, with the starting 
grass, is scooped away with the hoe ; this process is called weeding. 
Subsequent cultivation consists in stirring the soil every eight or ten 
days with a onehorso cultivator, as long as it can be done without in- 
jury to the leaves. When the blossoms appear the top is broken oft', 
and the plant is allowed to stand until mature, when it is cut and hung 
on poles in the barn to cure. Suckers are broken off and worms killed 
during the growth. It is cut between August 20 and October 20, the 
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first cut being the best. In Prince George^s, growers prefer to plow 
both in fall and spring. They want very rich beds to stert the plants, 
but do not care for heavy fertilizing of fields. They use guano. Turner's 
Excelsior, and the Old Dominion fertilizer. In Saint Mary^s 20 to 30 
loads of manure with 300 pounds of superphosphate per acre are spread 
in drills. 

The housing and curing is thus reported in Oalvert : When the leaves 
are sufSciently mature, and soft from moist weather, they are stripped 
from the stalk and tied up in small bundles, care being taken to keep 
the several* qualities separate. When in proper condition these bundles 
are packed in hogsheads for market. Nearly all the crop is air-cared ; 
a few planters use the curing apparatus of Bibb & Oc, and by proper 
care and attention produce a superior article. In Montgomery, when 
cut it is hauled to the house and hung on sticks 4} feet long. On one 
end of these sticks is an iron spear, on the point of which the plants 
are pressed, while the other end is made faist in the house, and thus 
about ten plants are strung upon each for curing, the sticks being hung 
10 to 12 inches apart upon poles. Fires are kindled beneath the tobacco, 
which is hung 10 feet above. The curing process requires great experi- 
ence to secure the desirable color, and caution to prevent (he burning 
of house and tobacco together. The fires are kept up till the tobacco is 
thoroughly dry. It is stripped from the stalks in damp weather and 
assorted, usually making four grades, yellow, spangled or red, ground 
leaf, and tips. 

The following extracts from Virginia returns give a variety of infor- 
mation on culture, fertilizers, and curing : 

Amelia : Land is sometimes, bat not often, checked, or laid ofT both ways. When 
not checked the beds are thrown np with two furrows of a double-tnming plow, and 
usually about 250 pounds applied to the acre of some one of the commercial fertilizers 
in the market : eyerybody uses different, changes every year, and alternately praises 
and blames. All affree in this, that there is no money in the use of them, either iu 
the first or any subsequent crop ; all agree that the commercial fertilizer has been a 
curse to the land instead of any oenefit. What little stable-manure is raised is spread 
on the land before marking off. The ridges being up, hands with flat hoes pass 
along, and at intervals of 2^ to 3 feet strike off the crown of the bed and press it 
with a short blow from the flat of the hoe. In May or June, so soon as a rain has 
fallen and a " season has come," the plants are set, one in each hill. They live easily, 
and if the plants are of tolerable size, and no insects attack them, a stand is secured 
without difficulty. So soon as the plants give signs of growth in their new places, a 
3 or 5 tooth cultivator is lightly run twice between the rows, one tooth being guided 
as near to the line of plants as possible without covering or disturbing them. Hoes 
follow, gently breaking the crust around the plant. This is a weeding operation, and 
if omitted serious consequences sometimes follow. Fields under a nice rain and warm 
sun become as a carpet in one week, with a grass here called '^ crab-grass." It in- 
closes the plant and cannot be removed without imminent risk of deatn to it. This 
is the critical period, and if passed in safety the planter regards his crop safe. After 
this, until the 25th of August, the ground is kept stirred with shovel-plows, and kept 
level, or nearly so. The plants being now np, " primed " and "topped," single-turn 
plows are put in with four furrows to the row, the soil thrown up as high around 
each plant as the plow will heave it. By some this is not deemed sufficient, and 
they cause hoes to pass over the field, drawing the soil still higher up around the 
stalks of the plant. This sometimes proves of great benefit. The winds of the equi- 
nox, accompanied with soaking rains, are prevented from throwing the plants down 
into the mud. After this last nilling no further cultivation is required. The last of 
August and the whole of September is spent in quest of worms. Appomattox: Culti- 
vated chiefly on newly-opened land without fertilizers, and upon lots with farm-yard 
manure. Botetourt : For old land, deep plowing, hilled with a two-horse plow. Oar 
best farmers say it pays well to use a fertilizer, dropping a smaU quantity in the hill. 
Caroline : The beds for seed require the same preparation as for cabbage-beds ; sow as 
soon after the 1st of January as the ground is iu order ; transplant as soon as the plants 
have sufficient roots to sustain them ; say the last of May or first of June. When the 
crop is planted out early, so as to ripen before the frost, and is kept clear of grass and 
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worms, we neTcr fail to make a fair crop. Varions fertilizers are used ; the one gen- 
erally preferred is a preparation for tobacco by the Old Dominion Fertilizing Company, 
RicLmond. Chesterfield: Land well plowed, stable-manure spread, listed both ways, 
the billa 3 to 3i feet apart each way, flattened with the hoe ; in season for the plants 
as early as they are lar^e enough ; and <* a bud in May is worth a plant in June ; " un- 
ceasing vigilaoce reouired in August and September to prevent its ruin by worms. 
Cumberland: Our leading idea is, to make a heavy, rich, long plant, either very early for 
the steoimerB, or later in the season for shipping. The soil and climate are remarkably 
salted to tobaoco, and by heavy manuring and thorough cultivation, 2,000 pounds per 
acre may be raised. Dinwiddie : Plow the land early in winter ; in April spread on it 
all the manure we can findi from stable, farm-yard and pig-sty, ana plow it under ; 
cro6»-plow and harrow early in May ; mark off hills 3i feet apart and fertilize at the 
rate of 300 to 500 pounds per acre, by hand or drill ; then bed up the land, four fur- 
rows together, mark across 3 feet apart, and chop and smooth with the hoe midway be- 
tween the checks. Plant as early as practicable after the 10th of May. Wheu ready 
for topping, the best farmers always prune off the small leaves at the bottom, and 
break out the bud, leaving 8 to 12 leaves, according to the strength of the land or the 
time of topping. If planted any time before the 12th of June the farmer can select his 
own time lor cutting, but if later he must beware of frost, or cut his crop green. We 
use all kinds of fertilisers. Peruvian guano acts better than any other. Our barns 
are principally built of round loss, the spaces being pointed with clay-mud to make 
them close. These are considered the best for curing, as they retain the heat better. 
To make dark stripping, or fillers, wo commence firing as soon as the tobacco is housed, 
and keep the fires up for three days. It is only rich, strong land that makes this class 
of tobaooo. To make red wrappers or fillers we put the tobaoco in the barn, allowing 
plenty of spaoe, and using no fire except in very damp or rainy weather to prevent 
mold. This tobacco is ffrown on almost any variety of soil, the richer the better. To 
cure bright wrappers, plant on light-gray soil in fair condition as to fertility. Let the 
tobacoo ripen on the hill before cutting ; if the weather permits, scaffold three days in 
the soDshine, then put in the house and start fires of charcoal, slow at first, and grad- 
ually increased to the desired temperature ; keep the heat at this point until the leaf- 
stem and stalk are thoroughly dried. Wrappers cured by this process are known as 
<< coal-cnred wrappers,'' and sell for 40 to 120 cents per pound. Fluvanna : A great 
portion of so-called fine, or high-priced, tobacoo is grown on light-gray granite land. 
This is of a light yellow or brown color and rarely grows to a large size. It is often 
planted on new ground or lands that have grown up in pine. We have also strong, 
heavy lands on the Rivanna and James rivers which produce a coarser and larger 
growth of tobacco adapted to what are called strippers, and wanted for the English 
market. Our most successful tobacco-growers use fertilizers at the rate of 300 or 400 
pounds i^er acre, with or without farm-yard and stable manure. Henry: Old ground 
not often planted in tobacco more than once ; new ground twice. Stone fines are gen- 
erally used in curing, but charcoal-curing is growing in favor. Louisa : The two prin- 
cipal things are, to get the plants out early in May, if possible by the 15th, and to 
keep the crop well worked. An early stand insures against frost. The most popular 
fertiliser is that known as *' Gilham's ;" but it is sold too high, $70 per ton. It is gen- 
erally sown at the rate of 300 pounds to the acre, and with a small amount of staule- 
manore acts well. Lunenhurgh : Land for raising the plants is prepared by thoroughly 
burning in the latter part of December or early in January ; the seed sown soon after. 
In a fivorable season the plants are large enough for transplanting about the 
first of Mav. For the crop new or fresh land is usually taken. To insure a good stand, 
the transplanting must be in wet weather. Montgomery : Seed-beds prepared in Jan- 
nary and February by burning the ground thoroughly; the earth and ashes well 
mixed and pulverized ; the seed brushed in ; the ground tramped or packed, and cov- 
ered with a thin layer of brush. A wet sesson is indispensable for setting the plants. 
When the tobacco attains a sufficient size and number of leaves, the lower leaves are 
stripped off to the height of about eight inches, and the top taken off, leaving eight or 
ten leaves growing on the stalk. No fertilizers are here used. NeUon : Soon as the 
plant is large enough it is topped from eight to ten leaves, after taking off three or 
four of the bottom leaves. Soon as toppea it begins to throw out suckers or sprouts 
just above each leaf. Then comes '* the tug of war '' to keep the crop clear of suckers 
and horn- worms. This requires the entire crop to be gone over, and each plant care- 
fully examined about once a week. Fertilizers — snch as bone-phosphate, Eureka 
tobacco-fertilizer— are used to some extent; but stable manure is universally pre- 
ferred, as beinjB; cheaper and more reliable. The ripe plants are cut out from time to 
time as they ripen, and are either hung up in the sun for two or three days, or carried, 
ss some prefer, immediately to the house. After wilting for several days, and until 
yellow spots begin to show on the leaves, slow fires are made under the tobacco, and 
gndnally increased until the leaf is entirely cured. Powhatan : Stable or oow-vard 
manure is generally spread on the land, and plowed under in the fall, and the land 
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refallowed in the last of April or first of May. The most popular fertilizers are the 
Pacilic soluble and Gilhani's tobacco-fertilizer. Pitteylvania : Commercial fertilizerts 
are used. It is supposed that barn-yard manure will not produce as fine quality of 
tobacco as some artificial fertilizers, though it is acknowledged that most of these are 
not beneficial to the land. Prince Edward: As the seasob advances the plants are 
pruned and topped lower, leaving a smaller number of leaves, in order to bring a uni- 
form ripening, as far as practicable. The tobacco is cured by making fires of logs on 
the floor of the barn, extending across the floor, and four or five feet apart. Peruvian 
and soluble Pacific guano are most used. Soft gray land is selected for the plant-beds, 
and prepared for the seed by burning with wood cut for the purpose. SpoUeylvaMa : 
Peruvian guano and other fertilizers are extensively used. Old land manured makes 
a thicker, heavier leaf than fresh or new land from the woods. New land will produce 
only three-fourths as much in quantity as old. Not half the tobacco-growers put out a 
single plant, the fly having destroyed all the plants ; but a few made better crops 
than for years. When the tobacco-bed was made beside a running stream, and a 
ditch cut around the bed, making it on an island, the plants escaped the fly. 

The coal-cured tobacco of North Carolina is cut when it begins to yel- 
low in the hill. In the barn it is first heated gradually until the leaf is 
nearly cured, when the temperature is raised to 176o, and kept at that 
point until the cure is complete. Heavy fertilizing is avoided for the 
bright, charcoal-cured, high-priced grades, to obviate the danger of a 
dark color and bad bloom from too much sap. On this account it is 
grown usually on new land, in a light, gray soil, for two consecutive 
years after the removal of the forest, with a small quantity of fertilizers, 
if necessary, to give the plants sufhcient size. In Warren, seed-beds are 
made by burning a moist, rich bottom, dug thoroughly four to five feet 
deep^ the seeds are raked in quite shallow, the bed trampled with the 
feet, and covered with brush. Well-decomposed stable-manure is freely 
applied as a top-dressing to the plants, to keep up a high temperature, 
to hasten growth, and prevent the depredations of the fly ; and in some 
cases, tobacco- stalks, chopped fine, Peruvian guano, hen-manure, and 
hog-hair. While fertilizers of all sorts are used in field-culture, the 
main reliance of the best farmers is found in farm-manure and wood- 
ashes. 

In Gadsden, Florida, " the heretofore prevalent opinion that freshly 
cleared land was essential to the production of a fine quality of tobacco 
is fast giving way as the result of experience, it being found that suc- 
cessive crops may be grown on the same land without any deterioration 
in quality, so long as the fertility of the soil is maintained at its original 
standard and it is kept from being fouled with grass and weeds. 
Usually upon lands appropriated to tobacco no fertilizers are used for 
the first and second crops ; after that a compost of barn-yard manure 
and cotton-seed, applied in the hill, is found to give the best results. In 
cultivation, if a lighter article is desired, the plow may be dispensed 
with after breaking up the land, and the cultivating done with the hoe. 
If a thick, heavy leaf is desired, the plant is topped so as to leave 
twelve or fourteen leaves : if a lighter article, it may grow until it be- 
gins to throw out the seed-branches." 

Fertilizers are little used in Tennessee ; growers in certain counties 
have scarcely heard of their use. New land is their main reliance. In 
Smith, where the soil is very fertile, " the practice of the tobacco-raiser 
has been to begin at the bottom of the hill, clear off a few acres, put 
them in tobacco from year to year till they become exhausted, and then 
go up the hill a few acres higher; thus wearing out, as it is called, and 
too truly, one field after another, until the tobacco-growing part of the 
county, which is a little more than half its area, is greatly exhausted.^ 

In West Virginia tobacco is grown almost exclusively on recently 
cleared land, the best crop being obtained the second year, without fer- 
tilizers, and a sure crop of wheat follows. 
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Kentucky, tbe great tobacco State, is thus reported on the points of 
caltuie and curing : 

Adair : The best piece of ground the farmer has is set apart for tobacco. lb has for 
ft loD^ time been the habifc to clear up a piece of woodland and plant it in tobacco 
antil it is too poor to produce that crop ; but since most of the good timbered lands 
have been cleared out, the farmers use manure to produce the crop, generally placmg a 
ipod spadeful in each hill. If the season is wet, manure increases the crop greatly ; but 
if dry, it bums it, and is not of much use. Ballard : No fertilizers used. Bracken : We 
use no fertUizers except weU-rotted stable or barn-yard manure, which does well on old 
land. But new ground is best for tobacco, except for the finer qualities, and to this end 
farmers are constantly clearing up new land and old thickets and waste-places for fresh 
soiL Chrietian : The best lands are selected, as tobacco wiU not grow to any profi t on poor 
land. Manure from the farm, but no fertilizers used. CUnton : No fertilizers except 
stable-manure. Cumberland : A large amount of our tobacco is cured without firing. 
Edmonson : GeneraUy new ground is used for tobacco and then planted in corn. Flem- 
ing : The crop from new land is idways superior in quality, and farmers endeavor to 
clear up a sufficiency for it. Orant: No fertilizers used. Graywn: M^ neighbor's 
ground and mine were about equal in condition, planted about the same time, and the 
crops grew very much alike until topping, worming, and suckering commenced. Dif- 
ference in management after that caused the following results : My six acres made 
5,600 pounds ; his twelve acres, 5,300 pounds. Ctraves : The best tobacco raised on new 
land. No commercial fertilizers used. Hardin : Qrown on new ground, without any fer- 
tilizer. Hari: Generally raised on new ground, and no fertilizer used. Stable-manure 
is used on thin soil. Let it stand until thoroughly ripe : cut and handle very care- 
fnUy ; house immediately in close barns ; place several cnarcoal fires in each room, and 
keep them up until the tobacco is perfectly yellow, or, as some term it, white — ^the 
lighter the better. Then increase the fires, and continue them until the stem is per- 
fectly cared and dry. This produces a fine wrapping-leaf, worth 20 cents to $1 per 
pound. Flues and other modes of curing have been much used, but all growers who 
have tried it now conclude that the method of charcoal-ouring is preferable to all 
others. Henry : The very best lands available are selected ; new land preferred ; but 
frequently a series of crops is taken from a newly-cleared field before it is too much 
exhausted to render further cropping in tobacco profitable. Then it is put in small 
grain and grasses, and is soon renewed. No fertilizers are used. Hickman : No fertili- 
zers are used, as the ground used for tobacco is mostly fresh land, and seldom planted 
in tobacco more than two years. Hopkins : No fertilizers used. Lame : No fertilizers 
on new ground ; on old, stable-manure well rotted. Barely grown on the same land 
more than twice. Livingston : Mostly grown on new land ; when on old, it is enriched 
by barn-yard manure. Logan : Farmers use little or no commercial fertilizers. They 
select new ground, or the best old they have, and use as much manure in the hill as they 
can scrape up from the stable, barn-yard, &q. Mason : Generally cultivate new ground, 
and use no manure ; or, if any, stable-manure. Marshall : No fertilizer, except barn- 
yard or stable-manure, when raised on land which has been cultivated a few years. 
Generally raised on fresh land. McLean : When old land is used, barn-yard manure is 
pat in the hill or spread ; no other fertilizer used. Meade : Generally clear up fresh 
land, bat some plant on old by using manure from the stable. Ohio : Fertilizers seldom 
or never used. Fresh ground is generally selected and cultivated in tobacco three years, 
and then some other crop is cultivated. Owen : Fine tobacco must be grown on fresh 
bat thin land ; usuaUy an oak-growth is best adapted to it. Nothing is used in the cur- 
ing except to let it hang under a shed where it is not exposed to sun or rain. No fer- 
tilizer need. After being cleared up, the ground is usuaUy put in tobacco two or three 
years, and then not again till after years of rest in grazing. Pendleton : Generally cul- 
tivated on new ground ; no fertilizers used. Robertson : Use no fertilizers ; either plant 
on new ground or sod-land. Four-fifths raised is on the former, which will stand two 
crops in succession. Shelby : Generally, though not exclusively, cultivated on new or 
fresh lands. White-oak lands are the best for a fine article. No fertilizer is used ex- 
cept stable-manure, and that seldom, as its product is a dark, coarse article, not very 
salable. The plants are not allowed to blossom before they are topped, as recom- 
mended by writers on tobacco-culture ; it would be too exhausting to the plant ; topped 
as soon as they have as many leaves as will mature before frost. If set out early, 
twelve to sixteen leaves are left ; if late, a less number. If the season is not too wet, 
fire is seldom used in curing in the tobacco-house. Simpson : No fertilizers used ex- 
cept barn-yard manure and wood-ashes. Todd : Stable-manure is used on old lands. 
Follow clover with tobacco when we do not have fresh-cleared lands. Trigg : Usually 
set in groand newly cleared, but latterly farmers are rotating their crops ; tobacco 
&nt, then wheat, with clover and timothy ; the third and fourth years the hay is cut 
and the land pastured, then planted in tobacco again. No fertilizer except stable- 
fflaoare made on the farm is used. Warren : The best land is generally selected for the 
crop, and barn-yard manure only is used. Webster : Well-rotted stable-manure the 

Digitized by LjOOQIC 



68 REPORT OF THE COMMISSIONER OF AGRICULTURE. 

only fertilizer used. Boone : No fertilizers need. Oallaiin: Generally planted on ncTr 
land or old soil, and no fertilizers used. Bad peculiarities mostly proceed from bad 
culture : First, neglecting too long to thorooghly work the plant after setting, cansing 
it to run up in a spindling manner and the main stalk to narden and make no leal. 
In such case the best plan is to out the plant oif at the ground, leaving one leaf and 
bud for a second plant, which, properly oared for, may yet make good tobacco. A sec- 
ond canse is too much wet weather after the plant starts to grow, causing it to *' French," 
as we term it : the leaf thickens, grows very narrow, dagger-shaped, frequently not 
broader than a case-knife, and often as many as fifty leaves on a plant, aU of them 
spread out on the ground. In this case the best plan is to pull the plant up, as it is 
worthless. CarroU: The White Burley takes its name of '' white " from tiie peculiar 
whitish appearance of the plants Just before maturity. There is nothing different in 
the mode of cultivaUon from the old kind, except that it is desirable to plant on new 
ground. The plants then grow rapidly and mature before the sun has lost its full 
warmth, thereby insuring the light and bright color which is so desirable with par- 
chasers. The beds should be sown as soon as the ground is dry enough to work, the 
land well prepared bv plowing and harrowing, a ridge made by throwing three fur- 
rows togetner, three feet apart, and marked across same distance, that the crop may 
be mainly cultivated with the plow. The plants are topped at from twelve to twenty 
leaves. The time for cutting can only be learned by experience, but will be indicated 
by the breaking of the leaf when pressed between the fingers. After it is out and hung 
on scaffolds out of doors, it should remain so, exposed to the sun, for ten days, or untu 
the leaf has acquired a bright yellow hue. It must then be put under cover, in a house 
not ventilated, so that there may be no danger of *^ house-burning." This kind of 
tobacco has been sold this year at from $15 to $-^ per cwt., and ofton as high as $50, 
wlien prepared for murket with care. 

Fertilizers are not used in Ohio when new land is cnltivated ; farm- 
yard manure is preferred, and used almost exclusively in most tohacco 
counties for old land. In Vinton Oounty, after stripping off the leaves 
in the field, hauling to tightly-constructed houses, and stringing on 
strings with a flat needle, and curing three days with furnace -heat, the 
stock is ready to take down and pack for market 

In Indiana, also, farm-yard manure is required for old ground, on which 
the largest crops are secured. In most tobacco-growing counties air- 
-curing is practiced, first on scaffolds and then in houses. Hickory lands 
are in great request for tobacco. Very rarely are fertilizers used in Illi- 
nois, fresh lands being mainly employed, yet farm-manure is used some- 
what upon fields long cultivated. Curing is done in open bams, or on 
scaffolds, and in houses. 

Missouri tobacco is largely grown on ft^esh soil, land being plenty, and 
the cultoxe given to this crop being an excellent preparation for wheat 
and other crops. If a fine quality of manufacturers' leaf is wanted, a 
thin soil is selected on oak and hickory uplands. If more than two 
crops are taken, inferior quantity and quality result. In rich soil, on pin- 
oak land, a dark, heavy article is grown. Fertilizers are scarcely ever 
used ) on a small portion of the area, always in old g^und, farm-ma- 
nure is applied. Clover-sod is also cultivated profitably in tobacco. 
The old mode of curing is largely practiced ; in some districts charcoal- 
curing has been introduced, with increase of price to the extent of 25 to 
50 per cent. What is called the ^' Yankee plan " has been adopted by 
some — stringing the leaves with a needle and fastening the strings to 
the ends of the sticks. 

MABKKTING. 

Some of our correspondents make note of the mode of packing and 
marketing. The crop of Litchfield County, Connecticut, was mainly 
bought, hanging on the poles, at 20 cents per pound. It is mostly de- 
livered at the packing-houses of Kew Milford in bundles of 8 to 12 
pounds, where it is sorted into four to six qualities, and packed in cases 
of 375 to 400 pounds each ; and, during the months of May and June, 
undergoes a sweating, and becomes ready for market in August and Sep- 
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tember. Macli of the last crop in Tolland County was sold before curing 
at about 35 cents. Little of the New York production was sold until 
February. 

In Maryland, the stripping is done through the winter and spring ; 
packing into hogsheads duriug spring and summer ; and about one-half 
is usually sent to market as early as August. A portion of the finer 
qualities is used in this country, but most of the crop goes to Europe, 
where much of it is used for smoking. The Montgomery County pack- 
ages vary from 500 to 1,000 iK>und8. 

The fine tobacco of North Carolina is mostly taken to local manufac- 
tories in a loose state. Tha coarse grades are, in part, sent in the same 
manner, and a portion is packed in hogsheads, under pressure. The 
Warren County crop is packed in hogsheads of 1,200 pounds, and sold 
in Virginia, at Petersburgh and Kichraond. 

The Bobertson County, Tennessee, crop goes mainly to Germany, 
France, Italy, and to Africa, except a small quantity of very fine dark 
wrappers taken by home manufacturers. In Barren County, Kentucky, 
after stripping, it is tied in bundles of twelve leaves each, and put into 
hogsheads holding about 1,500 pounds. In Christian, it is assorted gen- 
erally into two classes, known as leaf and lugs, two-thirds to three- 
fourths being leaf and the remainder lugs, packed into hogsheads of 
1,400 to 2,000 pounds, according to quality. In Bimpson, most of the 
crop is sold in the hand to sx>eculators. Most of the western tobacco 
is exported. 

THE EXPORTATION. 

The following table relative to the quantity and forrM of the exportation qf iobaoeo is 
compiled from Hie Treaaary atatietics of trade and tMvigatio^n. 



Yean. 


LeaftobwoD. 


?^Utiuiiiotut-iHl tobivdoa 


CUJWB. 


SaaS. 




Pounds. 


D(»]lAIi. 


Pounda. 


DolUn. 


ThoiiA. 


BoUarft. 


roudda. 


OoUus. 


1P56 




12, 221, 843 
20,260,772 
17,009,767 
21,074,038 
15, 906, 547 
13, 784, 710 
19,325,356 
19, 752, 076 
29, 845, 936 
41,592.138 

29, 456, 145 
19,6i0,159 
22,898,823 
90, 559, 943 
91, 100. 420 
19,908,797 
24, 136, 166 
22. 689, 135 

30, 399, 181 


10,006,606 

7, 456, 666 

11, 910, 574 

14,919,811 

17,697,309 

14,783,363 

4, 071, 963 

7, 025, 948 

8.586.494 

7,294,165 

6, 515, 709 

9, 691, 149 

10, 470, 024 


1. 809, 157 
1,447,027 
2.400,115 
3,334.401 
3,372.074 
9, 742, 828 
1,068,730 
3. 384, 544 
3.603,756 
3,439,979 
1, 794, 689 
2, 795, 008 
3,100,084 
2, 750, 005 
1, 5%, 995 
2,092,434 
9,511,866 
2, 627, 585 
2, 537, 782 






86,055 
50,401 
37,945 
939,148 
39.993 
81,465 
38,839 
44,924 
98,977 
93,159 
18,990 
94,342 
11, 393 
31,497 
90,181 
18,724 
15,099 
19,196 
15, 716 


90,050 


1-57 








11,526 


1«8 








10,109 


IS59 








68,090 


iseso 








11,354 


1^1 








17,703 


1^8 








7,914 


IBTCl 








13,633 


1 64 




978 

3,713 

7,398 

6,104 

1,870 

439 

365 

1,433 

197 

215 

9.490 


97,314 

140,966 

179, 746 

144,169 

70,350 

15, 519 

9,584 

53.043 

6,648 

7,764 

94,473 


16, 813 


Ie65 




39,129 


"ifl«e 


190, 830, 948 
184,803,065 
906,020,504 
181, 597, 630 
185, 748, 881 
215.667,604 
934.936,892 
213, 995, 176 
318, 097, 804 


7,981 


1B«7 


12,576 


1SS3 


8,730 


1889 


90.259 


1370 




12,226 


1-ai 




11,683 


1972 




5,241 


If73 




7,462 


Id74 




7,099 









Nearly all exx>orted is in the form of leaf-tobacco, being taken largely 
by Bnropean governments which hold the tobacco-trade of their re- 
spective realms as a government monopoly, and restrict home cultiva- 
tion, authorizing the growth of tobacco by spexsial permits to a limited 
extent. The increase in this foreign demand has been marked for the 
past five years. The advanced price of the present crop may cause a 
reduction of the foreign shipments of the year, but there is a sufficient 
surplus of the crop of 1873 for all the demands of foreign trade. 
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WHEAT-DRILLING VS. BROADCASTING. 

Among the current local and special investigations which the 
machinery of the statistical division makes peculiarly practicable, an 
attempt has been made to settle the question whether the drilling of 
wheat4s followed by better results than broadcasting, and, if so in a 
majority of situations and circumstances, the degree of such resulting 
benefit. It seemed a question somewhat one-sided, yet there was no 
agreement as to the measure of the superiority of drilling, and there 
were those claiming to be good cultivators who offered proof of the 
greater profit of broadcasting. The causes of difference in opinion 
are clearly presented in this investigation — furnishing another proof 
that no agricultural rule is without exceptions, and none is invariable 
in results under all circumstances. 

The use of the drill for winter-wheat has become so prevalent that 
many intelligent people think the practice of sowing broadcast by hand 
has become quite obsolete. It is by no means the case. Information 
acquired through our correspondence shows that of the entire wint-er- 
wheat area, 47 per cent, only is put in with the drill. 

" Does drilling tend to prevent winter-killing of tcheat f " Repeated tes- 
timony in the affirmative has been received from our correspondents 
which has commanded nearly universal acquiescence. Occasionally the 
negative has been assumed by writers for agricultural papers. In re- 
viewing the deliberate utterances of our own correspondents, testimony 
has so accumulated as to settle the question beyond a peradventure. 

Opinions are found to differ relative to the amount of benefit derived 
from drilling in different soils and seasons, but the general fact of ad- 
vantage is affirmed by nearly all. The amount of advantage, expressed 
as a percentage, is estimated variously from 5 to 100 per cent. Calcu- 
lated with reference to the quantity grown in each county, the average 
of all these estimates of increase is 10 per cent. 

In the principal wheat-growing counties of New York the benefit is 
acknowledged freely. In Genesee 15 per cent, is deemed a low estimate 
of its advantage. In Onondaga drilling is regarded as *' the only proper 
way to put in seed ; a great protection against winter- frosts, and saves 
one-fiftli of the seed." In Steuben and Wayne the crop is 50 per cent, 
better than that broadcasted ; in Livingston and Ontario 10 per cent. 
"A better growth in the fall " is reported from Monroe. *' In fourteen 
years' trial drilling proved a benefit in every year but one," says our 
Wyoming correspondent; similar statements coming from Erie and 
other prominent counties, and from many which have a smaller area in 
wheat. The majority in Niagara, a county which sometimes produces 
a million bushels, think drilling prevents winter-killing, though some 
prominent farmers do not admit it. 

Testimony is in the same direction in New Jersey, with the sole excep- 
tion of the return from Monmouth. In Burlington an exception is nat- 
urally enough made relative to marshy land, where winter-wheat could 
scarcely be expected to survive the effects of submerging and freezing. 
Of county reports from Pennsylvania, only three deny positively the 
winter protection of drilling, Lehigh, Clinton, and Union. In Lehigh it 
is said that wheat is worse killed where it is drilled. It is deemed 
an undecided question in Bucks, Ghester, and Westmoreland. Drilling 
in Washington " prevents winter injuries to such an extent that portions 
of fields drilled last fall for testing this question produced fair crops, 
while portions broadcasted failed entirely." "A larger straw, better 
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berry, and larger yield,'' are results of drilling in Luzerne. It is ac- 
knowledged in Delaware that it saves seed, yet some farmers still doubt 
the economy of drill-culture. In Snyder, last season, " nearly all the 
broadcast sowing was frozen out, while that drilled had deeper root and 
did much better." Our Wyoming correspondent " in fifteen years' expe- 
rience, on a farm of 260 acres, never lost an acre of drilled wheat." 
^laryland reports indicate the superiority of drilled crops without a 
]»ositive exception. Those from Virginia maintain a similar unanimity. 
The King George correspondent declares drilled wheat the best " from 
the coming up to the reaping." In Nelson "drilled wheat is held to be 
proof against winter-killing if put in early," and even if late, is better 
than broadcast. A greater advantage on clay than on sandy soils is 
indicated in several localities. 

In the cotton States drills are almost unknown. A few have been 
introduced into Texas, and in parts of Tennessee they are more numer- 
ous and deemed a decided advantage. In West Virginia and Kentucky, 
wherever used, they are credited with enhancing the supply of wheat. 

Without exception the reports from Ohio acknowledge the benefit of 
the drill 5 in Williams only the qualification is added, '* some doubt it." 
In Hardin a nearly double product is claimed j in Morrow '* recent re- 
sults of drilling have been more efficacious than ever before known ; " 
in Highland it is found more beneficial in connection with deep plow- 
ing; in Hancock the recent product of drilled wheat ranges from 20 to 
47 bushels per acre. The Logan correspondent says : " There are ex- 
ceptional seasons, in which broadcast wheat does not winter-kill to any 
appreciable extent, but I should estimate that, on an average, drilled 
wheat will have the advantage of broadcast in withstanding the winter 
siege to the amount of 20 per cent, of the crop. lieasons : It is more 
uniformly placed at a depth that enables it to anchor its roots deep in 
the soil ; and the ridges that the drilling leaves on each side of the 
wheat-bed are, by degi'ees, precipitated on the young plants by the 
same alternate freezing and thawing that lifts the wheat, thus making 
use of the same means, at the same time, to counteract its injurious 
infiaence." A correspondent in Michigan, representing Livingston, 
says : '^ It does not prevent winter-killing, but rather increases it, 
the land being very flat, the furrows holding the melted snow." All 
other counties report a belief in drill-culture as a preventive of win- 
ter-killing. Its superiority in seasons of autumn drought is repeatedly 
claimed. Throughout Indiana the testimony is the same. Laporte alone 
says '^Ko," but adds that the soil is sandy, and that wheat, either drilled 
or broadcast, escapes winter injuries. In one county, Perry, not a 
wheat-drill is found, but they are used very generally throughout the 
State^ It is said in Franklin : " None but old fogies sow broadcast 
here, and they are scarce. No fact in agriculture is better established 
than that drilling grain is a great improvement on broadcasting." The 
drill is credited in Bipley with an increase of 4 or 5 bushels per acre ; 
in Jasper, with 5 bushels on low land, and 2 on high ground. Of 
thirty-two counties reporting relative to winter-wheat in Illinois, there 
is not a positive dissent to the theory that drilling is a winter protec- 
tion. The benefit in dry seasons is emphatically asserted, and attrib- 
uted to the deeper planting and the pulverization of the seed-bed by the 
drill. In Macoupin drilled wheat is assumed to be a sure crop, while 
that sown broadcast will winter-kill to some extent every winter, and 
probably entirely one winter in every three. In Clay County the ad- 
Vintage is stated at 15 per cent., though it is admitted that no benefit 
is received on certain clay soils that become early saturated and " run 

Digitized by LjOOQIC 



62 EEPORT OF THE COMMISSIONER OP AGRICULTURE. 

level." It is admitted in Lawrence that wheat, often a good crop when 
drilled, is a failure when broadcasted. In Washington " broadcasting 
never yields half a crop,'' and is abandoned. In Bichland " many de- 
cline to plant wheat unless it is drilled," and it is stated that the crop 
has been doubled since the drill was introduced. The Schuyler corre- 
spondent reports an experiment in which three acres drilled yielded 18 
bushels per acre, while seven acres broadcasted were not worth har- 
vesting. 

In WisconsiD, Minnesota, and Iowa, there is no winter-wheat grown 
worth considering. The general belief in the liability to winter injury^ 
whatever the mode of planting, is strong. In some counties of these 
States there is a small portion of winter-wheat sown, and in several of 
these the advantage of drilling is conceded. In Lee, Iowa, which pro- 
duced 95,326 bushels of winter- wheat iQ the census year, it is said that 
" last winter the drilled wheat stood the winter well and produced a 
good crop, while that sown broadcast was so mucli winter-killed as 
hardly to pay the expenses of harvesting." 

In Missouri, returns cover forty-seven counties, of which only one 
(Platte) reports drilled wheat as unreliable as broadcast. In Benton 
" the only way to secure a crop " is by the use of the drill. In Chariton it 
insures almost certainly a full yield, while broadcast wheat is often but 
half a crop; and in certain soils in Franklin it doubles the yield. 
'' Drilled wheat is scarcely injured ; broadcast wheat is half winter- 
killed," says the correspondent in Greene. In Marion ^< last winter a 
marked difference appeared. Nearly every crop of broadcast proved a 
failure, while many crops of drilled yielded 20 to 25 bushels per acre ; 
generally a difference of 30 per cent, in favor of drilling." In La Fay- 
ette, '' during the last season, all drilled wheat made fair returns, while 
at least 50 per cent, of broadcast did not make a fourth of a crop." In 
Stone the advantage is placed at 33 per cent, if the drills run north and 
south. The explanation is, ^' when the drills run north and south, the 
sun at noon strikes the furrows on each side, thawing the frozen sides, 
and the dirt falls in and keeps the roots covered." 

The verdict of Kansas is decidedly in favor of the drill. Very few 
counties give opposing testimony. Marion objects. Dickinson says, 
"All wheat winter-killed last winter;" and Lincoln reports "drilled 
wheat winter-killed worse than broadcast." Droughts in autumn, which 
are not unfrequent, are less injurious to wheat where the drill is used. 
From Nemaha the report is, " Five per cent, of drilled wheat is killed ; 
30 per cent, of the broadcast." In Cherokee " great destruction of 
broadcast ; 15 per cent, of tbe drilled." In Coflfey 50 per cent, of the 
acreage is drilled and 95 per cent, of the product. In Montgomery 
<< nearly all the broadcast is killed." In Shawnee the preference is ex- 
pressed for drills running east and west, because the prevailing winds 
are north and south, and the injury from displacement of earth is less. 
A farmer in Jefferson says he once put in 80 acres of winter-wheat, and 
<< got 27.73 bushels to the acre." His neighbors sowed broadcast, and 
^' not one had good wheat." He says he has *^ raised four crops in suc- 
cession without winter-killing," while his neighbors have had their crops 
" frozen out." 

Drills are not much used in Nebraska, and scarcely>t all among the 
mountains or on the Pacific coast. 

The following table gives the number of counties reporting ; the pro- 
portionate area represented compared with the entire winter-wheat area 
of each State ; the proportion of this area sown and drilled, respec^ 
ively ; the estimated increase of product by drilling over that obtained 
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by sowing; and the estimated qaantity of seed nsed per acre, respect- 
ively, in these modes of seedinjg: : 



States. 



Area repre- 
sented. 



Peroentaga 



Seed per acre. 



Xew York 

Xew Jersey .... 
PeaaayWaaia ., 

Delavare 

JCarvland 

Tir^sla 

North Carolina 
S<rath Carolina 

Georgia 

AlaDama , 

Mlasiaaliipi .... 

Texas 

Arkansas 

West Virginia'! 

Kentaoky 

Ohio 

Hichi£aa 

Illjn<^a7. 

Tni^i^^ H. .... .., 

Miasoari ....... 

Kansas 

Nebraska 

CalifbmU 

Oregon ....... •. 



91 



81 



SO 
45 
30 
96 
94 
flS 
97 
99 
99 
99 
99 
96 
lOO 
96 
56 
92 
39 
49 
94 
49 

ei 

55 

51 
98 
81 



1.80 
1.95 
1.74 
1.75 
1.70 
1.44 
1.07 
1.00 

i.on 

1.00 
1.95 
1.18 
I.IO 
1.90 
1.53 
1..16 
1.57 
1.62 
1.59 
1.48 
1.59 
1.49 
1.56 
1.33 
1.50 



L60 
1.60 
1.49 
1.50 
1.43 
1.91 
.83 
.70 
.90 



.90 



1.10 
1.33 
1.11 
1.33 
1.40 
1.24 
1.91 
1.91 
1.93 
1.95 



1.91 



The proportion of spring-wheat sown is about 40 per cent, of the 
whole crop. It is grown mainly in Wisoonsin, Minnesota, and lowa^ 
almost to the exclusion of fall>sown wheat in those States. Michi- 
gan, though as far north as either, produces almost exclusively 
winter-wheat, owing to the modifying influences of the surround- 
ing waters, and perhaps in some degree to the soil, much of which 
has good natural drainage. One-third of the crop of Illinois (in the 
northern counties) is spring- wheat. A small portion of that of Kansas 
is sown in the spring, and nearly all of that of Nebraska. Oalifornia is 
anomalous in wheat as in everything else. Wheat can be sown all 
through the summer to sprout when rains fall, or it may be put in all 
through the rainy season till spring. In point of fact, the planting sea- 
son has actually a range of several months. The little grown in the 
New England States is nearly all spring-wheat. In the Middle and 
Southern States, and in the Western States not named above, fall-sow- 
ing is almost the exclusive practice. A little is sown in the spring in 
New York and Pennsylvania. 

A considerable portion of the farmers of New England, including 
some of our correspondents, have never even seen a drill. One report 
from Yermont (Grand Isle) makes the yield of drilled double one year, 
while the next showed little difference. In Aroostook, Maine, new land 
often yields 20 bushels per acre with broadcast sowing. 

The use of the drill is nowhere the predominant practice in the spring- 
wheat region. Our returns cover nearly one-half of the area of spring- 
wheat, and the proportion reported drilled is found to be 39 per cent, 
in Minnesota, 38 in Wisconsin, 21 in Iowa, 11 in Illinois, 49 in Kansas, 
and 7 in Nebraska. The average proportion of spring-wheat drilled 
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throughout the country is 30 per cent. A still laxger proportion is 
seeded by the use of some style of broadcast-seeding-machine, leaving 
the remainder to be sown by hand, mostly in lands having stumpy or 
uneven surfaces, where fields are small, or where new farms have been 
opened, and cultivation attempted before the pioneer could find means 
to procure drills or seeders. A very small proportion is actually seeded 
by hand, far less than in the cultivation of winter-wheat. 

In the Eastern States, to a considerable extent in the Middle States, 
almost exclusively in the Southern States, and in the region south of the 
Ohio, hand-sowing is practiced ; and when a machine is used in putting 
in winter- wheat, it is generally a drill, very rarely a broadcast-seeder. 

Various forms of broadcast-seeders, which are a great improvement 
on broadcast sowing by hand, are used in the West. They have come 
in since drills, and for spring sowing have displaced them in many 
localities. A principal reason assign^ for this preference, especially in 
corn-growing Illinois, is their better adaptation to sowing after corn, 
without plowing, which is a prevalent practice. It is slovenly but cheap, 
and a scarcity of farm-labor compels its adoption by the average farmer. 
Our Kankakee correspondent says that *' farmers who drill winter-wheat 
broadcast their spring crop, and declare that corn-land harrowed in 
grows less to straw and is less liable to fall down." 

There is another ground of opposition to the drill, which is a direct 
confession of slovenly farming. It is very common in the whole North- 
west, and appears to constitute a very prominent objection. It is that 
the drill leaves between the rows wide spaces '^ in the best possible 
condition for the growth of every kind of weed." In the case of the 
corn-land, the mellow row-spaces are already full of weeds at the time 
of planting, and their presence and future growth are the result of the 
absence of all preparatory culture, with which the drill has no connection 
whatever. As the drill alone, running among grass and weeds, over 
corn-hills, was found to be impracticable, a compromise was made 
between negligence and labor, and a cultivator and broadcast-seeder 
were combined to accomplish the least amount of work admissible at 
the lowest cost ; and as this sort of culture is the rule in the spring- 
wheat region, the seeder largely predominates, the drill being used only 
in sections where more thorough culture prevails. It is admitted gen- 
erally, throughout this region, that in dry soils the drilled wheat, whichi 
is put in at a uniform and greater depth, gives more satisfactory resalts. 
In Dane County, Wisconsin, it is declared that ^' drilling does as well 
always, and in dry seasons better." If a dry, sandy field is late sown, 
it should be drilled, says the Pierce County correspondent. In Saint 
Croix it is affirmed that " in dry ground, or when dry weather follows, 
drilled wheat produces four or five bushels more per acre." In Fillmore, 
Minnesota, a great wheat-growing county, our correspondent asserts, 
from an experience of fourteen years, that " drilling produces three to five 
bushels more per acre, with one-eighth to one-fourth less seed." In 
Olmsted it is thought ^'drilling is not superior to broadcasting, except 
in dry seasons." Our Houston correspondent prefers a mixed practice, 
deeming it '<a good plan to drill both ways, one way east and west, that 
the weeds may be more shaded, and then cross-drag to scatter some of 
the grain." In Nicollet the drill ^* is best if fields are kept clean." In 
Freeborn the seeder "is most used, worked among grubs, stones, and 
in wet land, but the drill is best in dry soil." Similar views are reported 
throughout Iowa. Four-fifths of the area is sown broadcast. It is 
universally believed that the seeder is better than hand-sowing. Some 
prefer plowing in. For dry soils preference is expressed here, as else- 
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where, for the drill. Oar correspondent in Jasper, firom a long experi- 
eoce, gives 10 per cent, preference to the drill. In Tama the seeder is 
nsed, but fall plowing of corn-land gives better results than spring 
plowing. In Marion, <^ drilled wheat has stouter growth of stem; it 
tillers better, the roots reaching moisture." Our Hancock observer 
thinks he could grow winter-wheat with drill-culture. In Leavenworth, 
Kansas, the reporter thinks the practice of drilling promotes better 
cultare, as the ground must be in good order to use the drill advantage- 
ously. The importance of drilling, as a preventive of the effects of 
drought, are enforced repeatedly by Kansas correspondents. The light 
soils of Nebraska are deemed well suited to drill-culture. The following 
extracts illustrate some of the main points in seeding : 

Mercer J I IL — Owing to the fact that nearly all our spring-wheat is sown npon ground pre- 
Tionsly oocapied by conij and upon which a drill coald not work, the crop is sown broad- 
cast. Many drills were introduced and thoronghlv tried several years since. All are 
now thrown aside to rot in fence-comers. I have known bnt one piece to be drilled in 
fifteen years, and the party doing it has not repeated the experiment. It is so seldom 
that they can be nsed, either for profit or convenience, that it does not pay to keep the 
machine. The time may be approaching when we shaU adopt^summer fallowing, and 
with it the driU ; but while we have the cattle of the West to stall-feed, we shall 
raise wheat, only to prepare our ground for grass. 

Steel, Minn, — Formerly all spring- wheat was sown broadcast. The best farmers now 
have changed to a great degree their practice. If the ^ound is in good working con- 
dition and clean, there is a general concurrence that drilling is best. Some use a broad- 
cast machine, because they can hurry in the early spring, and put the grain in before 
the ground is dry, even before the frost is out but a few inches. The only other objec- 
tion to drilling that is much ur^ed is that it gives the weeds a much better chance to 
start and grow between the drills of 6 inches than if the seed be evenly scattered. 
This, it is acknowledged, is only occasionally the case, as in the season of 1871, when 
there was a hot, dry time in May and June, and even then weeds were perhaps as vig- 
orous and numerous in the broadcast sowing. These are the objections I hear urged, 
bnt the opinion is prevalent that these statements are at least but partially true, ana 
that the deeper covering of the seed and the less seed necessaiv are both positive ad- 
vantages ; and, fhrther, the great test, that drilled seed, on the whole, produces the 
best crop. Some farmers t^unk that the drills only 4 instead of 6 inches apart would 
give better results. 

HardiUy Iowa, — I have followed both drills and broadcast seeders over hundreds of 
acres for the sole purpose of observing which did the best work. I find that when the 
boH is Just right as to moisture, the drill covers best, hardly a dozen grains remaining 
unoovered to a square rod ; but if the soil is rather wet it mtt not faU hack properly so 
as to entirely cover the seed deposited in the bottom of the furrow, and if the ground 
is fool with roots, weeds, or stubble, poorly turned under, and rather too wet, the 
poicts of the driU-teeth olog badly. Most good farmers wiU say you must not sow 
your seed when the soil is too wet; which is very true in most soils, espeoiaUy 
clay or clayey ; but every one hereabouts who has tried it has found that when the 
time comes for sowing, the condition of the soil as to moisture, at least as to being too 
wet, is of little consequence ; so that Hme seems to be the <' essence of the contract'' 
more than condition of soiL I first observed this in 1867. I went twice across a field 
with » broadcast seeding-machine, making a strip one rod wide, or Just half an acre. 
The gronnd was so wet uiat the horses sunk to their fetlocks at every step, and seem- 
inglv one-fourth of the grain remained uncovered, as the soil worked up by the seeder- 
teeth appeared more in the condition of mortar than like a proper seed- oed. So I quit 
for two days, until the sun and wind had dried out the lana properly, when I resumed 
work with the same maehine, same seed, and same rate of seen per acre, and finished the 
field of forty acres in the same way. None of the land was harrowed after the sowing. 
The strip first sown came up first, looked better, and kept ahead all through the sea- 
son, showing a plain difference at a distance of one hundred rods, so much so as to 
attract the attention of almost every one who passed. Thinking that I had discovered 
something, I harvested the first-sown strip separate, and another strip of the same size 
also separate. The result was, the first-sown strip, half an aero, yielded eleven bushels, 
and the other strip nine bushels. Another farmer, living about three miles from me, 
made the same discovery the same season ; and every one who has tried the plan, to 
*' put in their wheat in time," as they call it, without reference to the condition of the 
soil, even when hardly thawed enough to cover the seed, has oonfirmed the wisdom of 
thepracticeu 

Labette^ KoMoe.—W^ have harvested but six crops from our broad, unfenced fields of 
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tihiBOonnty. Thefirstfoiir were sown all broadcast. The i^and was then yeryroagh 
And the ooantiy new, and no machinery of any kind was used in sowing or harvesting. 
From the roughness of the ground, which was somewhat of a shelter to the crop, the 
stand was generally good. In our fifth crop—the sod was by this time all rotten and 
the ground very smooth and level — we found that by sowing it broadcast, our process 
of ** dragging " it in did not bury the seed deep enough, and that our violent northern 
winds blew what little dirt there was from around the roots of the wheat, and in many 
instances blew the plants entirely out of the ground or left them merely hanging by 
one or two roots, from which but a poor stalk or head could ever be harvested; hence 
onr crop of 1671 was a finilnre in man v places. In sowing our sixth crop, many con- 
ceived the idea of deep drilling, and from actual observation and ezpenence the fol- 
lowing facts are evident : Wheat that is drilled deep, east and west, and not rolled 
after, is equivalent to the planting of it in small trenches and deep enough in the 
ground to draw plenty of moisture; and as our strong winds are either from the north 
or south, they will in this case pass directly over the drills of wheat in the trenches 
without doing axi^ li^ury whatever, as the roots are so deep in the ground as to be 
below the force of the winds, and the dirt on the sides is blown into the trenches, thos 
planting the roots deeper into the ground and saving it from the frosts that winter- 
Kill our wheat. The trenches that the drills make also answer admirably for snrface- 
drainagCj in connection with some main furrows that should be opened, north and 
south, with the plow, and cleaned up with the shovel. This county intends in the 
coming wheat-crop to test fully the efficiency of drilling over broadcast sowing. Of 
the last crop, nine-tenths was drilled. Nemaha: The advantages of drilling spring- wheat 
over broadcast sowing are so evident here that no farmer who can get the use of a 
drill will have his wheat put in otherwise. The same is true of other grains. About 
the time of spring-seeding here there is much windy weather, and the most exnert 
hands fail to distribute the seed evenly over the gronnd, the grain coming up in tnick 
and thin streaks. The thick will ripen first and produce an inferior quanty of grain, 
while the weeds will grow in the thin places. The uneven depths of covering of broad- 
cast-sown £pun is a great disadvantage to the crop, causing it to grow and mature un- 
evenly, while some drills leave the surface of the ground smoother and in a better con- 
dition for the harrow. In 1858, when this county first began to settle up, many of 
the best farmers tried spring-wheat broadcast, for several vears, with but partial suc- 
cess. Some were nearly discouraged, but, having procured drills, the same men have 
become the most successful wheat-growers in the country, and annually market hun- 
dreds of bushels of the finest wheat. A gentleman in this town (a good farmer) for 
several years tried to raise spring-wheat and other grain by broadcast sowing, only 
partially succeeding ; he finally concluded it was not a good country for wheat, and 
sold his farm. The purchaser uses the drill, and succeeds every year on the same 
gronnd where the other failed. The use of the drill is an advance step in the progress 
of agriculture. Ko counti^ is better adapted to its use than the prairies, and the time 
is near when it wiU be as indispensable to the well-ordered farm as the wagon. 

Summary. — ^The foUowing oonclasions are presented : 

1. Forty-seven per cent, of the winter- wheat and thirty per cent, of the 
8piing-wheatyOraboatthirty-sevenpercent.oftheaggregateofbothkinds, 
represent the proportion seeded with a drill. 

2. Nine-tenths of the testimony given asserts the superiority of the 
drill for winter-wheat. 

3. An average increase of one-tenth in the yield is assured by the 
use of the drill. 

4. A large majority of observers declare that, in most soils in which 
ii\jury resulting from frost is liable to occur, drilling prevents or re- 
duces the loss. 

5. The majority assert that in certain clay soils with rolling sur&oes 
some advantage accrues in snrfoce-drainage by the use of the drill ; while 
in some heavy soils with flat surfaces the water freezing in the drill-for- 
row does positive injury. 

6. The broadcast seeder predominates in spring-wheat regions, be- 
cause better adapted than the drill to seeding in unplowed corn-fields^ 
on rough surfaces, and in weedy fields. 

7. About one-sixth of the seed-wheat (or 6,000,000 bushels for the 
crop) might be saved by the exclusive use of the drill. The average 
quantity of seed used per acre in seeding winter- wheat is 1.35 bushds; 
1.24 bushels for the drilled; 1.44 for the sown. 
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8. The drill is nsed for seeding in connection with thoroagh cnltnre, 
especially in winter- wheat growing } the broadcast seeder for imperfect 
caltnre and rongh surfaces; and sowing by hand is the method adopted 
for small patches and first efforts of impecunioas pioneers. 



PXIBLIO LANDS OF THE UNITED STATES. 

The term public domain, in its widest and most common application, 
includes the entire area of which the Government has at any time hela 
the title to the soil. This title was derived from two sources : First, 
different States in the Union ceded to the Gheneral Government the lands 
claimed by them under their original colonial charters from the British 
Grown ; secondly, vast unoccnpi^ territories were acquired from foreign 
powers by treaty. It has ever been the policy of the Government to 
transfer its title to private owners as rapidly as possible. A systematic 
survey of the lands, being an essential prerequisite to the transfer of 
title, was the first care of the Continental Congress on receiving the first 
eession from Virginia oi the territory north of the Ohio River. The 
system adopted was a rectangular subdivision of the soil into townships, 
sections, and minor subdivisions by means of geographical parallels and 
meridians. Each township, six miles square, embraces thirty-six sec* 
tions, each consisting of a square mile, which in turn is subdivided into 
sixteen quarter-quarter-sections, the smallest legal subdivisions known. 
The records of the surveying branch of the public-land service are very 
complete and full, rendering it possible to state the exact amount of 
bmd surveyed and the amount still unsurveyed at the close of each fiscal 
year. According to the late report of the Commissioner of the General 
Land-OfiOce, the area surveyed and the area unsurveyed at the close of 
the fiscal year ending June 30, 1874, were as follows : 



PabUc Ijmd States and Territories. 



Area of pnblic lands. 









Oblo. 



maoia .... 
Kichigan.. 
WisooDflin 



Mississippi . 
LoaisiaDa... 

Florida 

Xiasouri.... 



Ion 
Xiimcaota. 



Kebraska 

Oattfioniia.... 

Oracoo 

Ifferada 

Waahinston . 
Kew Hexioo . 

Utah 

Dakota 

Coknrado 

Hootana 



Idaho. 



Square mOet. 

39,964 

33.809 

55,410 

56,451 

53,924 

SO.TVI 

47,156 

41,346 

50,968 

65,350 

59»108 

55»045 

83,531 

81,318 

75,995 

188,981 

95,974 

112,090 

69,994 

121,901 

84,476 

150,932 

104,500 

143,776 

113,916 

86,204 

97,883 

68,991 

577,390 



Total. 



2,867,185 



Acret. 
i:^ :r76,960 
■^: in, 760 
X^, 4*2,400 
:u>, 1-28,640 
U 11,360 
;M. 4d2,080 
:>'■, J 79, 840 
-J'i. J«, 440 
j:. !>31,5a0 
1], :34,000 

yy 106,720 

:r>, -28, 800 
r»:5, 150,840 
rvj,4rl3,5a0 
^i^. r^,800 

iJ'i, Li|7,840 
^^U, ii75,360 
71,737,600 
-1^7M,160 
-r..:S9, 640 
r>-i.(^043 
'.»'• r>M,128 
(L11, ^-80,000 
^VJ, 016, 640 
7J;'r06,240 
00. .-28, 160 
(K 1^5, 068 
1^154,240 

:{4i<i f>S9, 600 



^^:\ ^7^^ [tm 

-].r,:i7,-:<W 

J:>, 41L-J, 41)0 

Si, iCri, ^)eo 
3(1, I7y. r40 
^l, WIi. ',i53 

:\.i. AW. 720 
Xk '-fiP. HOO 

'ir., 770, W5 
■^4, 37-3, 410 
^, HOr», 776 

rt, ivi^. UJ-I 
10, r.*0.046 
^ JH<^, 18S 

la, f^i:!, tii3 

4,eHM3 
4,7^*1,1*41 



Acres, 



2,558,187 
8,585,650 



17, 561, 928 
6,272.835 
16,264,390 
82,142,064 
45, 719, 740 
62,839.547 
H<NW,114 
78.082,455 
48,090,283 
89,731,927 
51, 196, 914 
85,232,199 
60,770,551 
51,213,207 
57,896,279 
21, 321, 510 
369.599,000 



1,834,998,400 



640,303,059 1,185,605,348 
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From the foregoing table it appears that all the lands ceded by the 
States to the General Oovernment, and lying within the original limits 
of the Bepablic, as defined by the treaty of peace with Oreat Britain in 
1783, have been surveyed. Of the foreign acquisitions east of the Mis- 
sissippi Biver, less than nine million acres remain nnsnrveyed, including 
eight and a half millions in Florida, and a small number in Louisiana. 
West of the Mississippi the public surveys have been completed in Mis- 
souri, Arkansas, and Iowa. In Louisiana the servey is nearly complete, 
and is approaching completion in Kansas. One-third of the entire 
area has been surveyed. Of the remainder, including Alaska, it is 
probable that about five hundred million acres will never be surveyed, 
on account of their unfitness for agricultural cultivation of any kind. 
Nearly one-half of the public domain available tor occupancy has been 
surveyed. 

For the disposal of the public lands Congress has provided several 
methods by sale or donation. The records of this branch of the ser- 
vice failed from the beginning to show the progress and extent of 
this transfer. Several years ago an effort was made to ascertain the 
extent to which the Oovemment had parted with its title to the pub- 
lic land, but the results were so unsatisfactory that the General Land- 
Office, after 1871, ceased to publish among its statistics the amount 
of land undisposed of and awaiting disposal. According to the state- 
ment in the annual report for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1871, there 
were 1,376,529,562 acres remaining unsold and unappropriated. This 
can be regarded only as an approximate estimate. During the three 
subsequent years the aggregate area sold or otherwise disposed of 
amounted to 34,426,455 acres, which being deducted from the pre- 
vious aggregate, leaves 1,342^093,107 acres as the approximate area of 
public lands not disposed of July 1, 1874. 

In Ohio, Indiana, and Illinois there remain only a few tracts of refuse 
land scattered through the States. In Missouri there are about 100,000 
acres ; in Iowa about a million ; in Michigan about three millions ; in 
Mississippi about four and a half millions ; in Alabama, five and three- 
quarter millions ; in Louisiana, six millions ; in Wisconsin, seven mill- 
ions ; in Florida, seventeen millions : in Arkansas, ten millions. In the 
States and Territories west of the Mississippi a smaller proportion of 
the lands have been sold, leaving immense areas open to appropriation. 
In Alaska it was estimated by a former Commissioner of the General 
Land-OfQce that about 20,000 square miles or 12,800,000 acres, equal to 
half the surface of Ohio, are capable of some sort of culture. The rest 
of that immense region, according to our present, information, seems 
totally unfit for agricultural settlement. In regard to the regions west 
of the Mississippi, it would be rash to assign any limit of profitable cul- 
tivation and settlement. The successful treatment of some very un- 
promising regions by irrigation has exploded some dogmatic theories 
on this subject founded upon imperfect information. If we add to the 
unappropriated public lands the large areas still unsettled that have 
passed into the hands of railroad and other corporations and of private 
speculators, it is not at all improbable that we still have a body of land 
suitable for settlement about double the original area of the republic at 
the close of the Revolution. 

The appropriation of public lands during the fiscal year 1874 amounted 
to nine and a half million acres, a decrease of three and a half millions 
compared with 1873. The falling off was mostly in lands certified to 
railroad corporations, in swamp selections, and in lands granted to 
schools, agricultural colleges, and universities. The certificates to rail- 
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road companies alone show a decrease of 2,819,222 acres. A new class 
of entries under the timber-culture act amounts to four times the de- 
crease in homestead entries. The appropriation of public lands by 
actual settlers during the past year shows an increase of half a million 
acres in spite of the decline of immi^tion and the financial stringency 
of the past eighteen months. It is probable, however, that the fi^ 
force of these restrictive causes will be more fully shown in the current 
and future fiscal years, as the disposals of the last year represent claims 
inaugurated under a stronger pressure of westward migration than now 
subsists. 

In acquiring title to the public lands, it is necessary to take into con- 
sideration several important technical aistinctions that have grown up 
under the laws regulating their disposal. In the first place, lands are 
classed as surveyed and unsurveyed. Land is technically unsurveyed 
until the official plat of survey of each township, after approval by the 
General Land-Office, has been received at the local office. Only incep- 
tive rights can attach to unsurveyed land, as in the case of railroad 
grants, many of which, having been made prior to survey, could only 
designate specific sections that were to accrue to the beneficiary after 
their location by legal landmarks upon the soil. Pre-emption settlers, 
who have located upon unsurveyed lands, are allowed three months 
after the receipt of the official plat of survey at the local office within 
which to inaugurate a legal record of their claims. In no other way is 
the public domain open to appropriation by private parties. 

After survey, at the discretion of the Government, lands are offered 
for public sale by auction after dae notice. Prior to this they are 
designated as unoffered land. If, after the day appointed for public 
sale, they remain undisposed of, they are called offered lands. They 
may by law be either reserved from sale or entirely withdrawn from the 
market. 

Lands are also distinguished as minimum and double minimum lands. 
Minimum lands are appropriable at the price of $1.25 per acre. Double 
minimum lands are held at $2.50 per acre. They consist of the alter- 
nate sections lying within the limits of railroad grants, but reserved 
from the operation of those grants. Their price is doubled on the 
ground of l^eir enhanced value from their proximity to railway com- 
munication. 

OfiTered lands may be acquired at any time by a process known as 
private entry or location. The purchaser designates in writing, by legal 
subdivisions, the tract he desires to purchase, in an application filed 
with the register of the local land-office of the district within which 
the lands lie. The register then certifies this application to the re- 
ceiver, who issues a duplicate receipt for the purchase-money, one copy 
being given to the purchaser and the other forwarded, with the regis- 
ter's certificate, to the General Land-Office. If there oe no conflicting 
claim, the land is conveyed to the applicant by letters-patent from the 
TTniteid States. Instead of paying cash the purchaser may locate upon 
the land a military bounty-land warrant, or some other piece of land- 
scrip, duly assigned. In case of doable minimum land, the locator must 
pay $1.25 per acre in addition to the location of the warrant. 

trnofiTered land can be taken only under the pre-emption, homestead, 
or timber-culture acts. The personal qualifications for an applicant 
under each law are the same. He must be twenty-one years old, a 
single man or head of a family, and a citizen of the United States, or 
a foreigner who has, in a proper court, declared his intention of 
becoming a citizen. Under the pre-emption law the applicant must 
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also show that he is not the owner of 320 acres of land and that he has 
not previously enjoyed the pre-emption privileges. His first notice of 
appropriation of the land is actual settlement, followed by continued 
residence, cultivation, and substantial improvement of snoh a character 
as to indicate an intention, bona fide, to make the land his permanent 
home. He cannot embrace more than 160 acres in his claim. If the 
tract is offered land, he must, within thirty days after settlement, appear 
before the register and receiver and file a declaratory statement, setting 
forth his legal qualifications, his intention to make the land his permanent 
home, and that the settlement and appropriation is for his own exclusive 
benefit Withiu twelve months from settlement he must again appear 
before the register and receiver, make satisfactory proof of compliance 
with the law, and pay for the land in cash or by the location of a land- 
warrant or oUier land-scrip. If the land is unoffered^ Uie settle is allowed 
three months from settlement for the filing of his declaratory statement 
and twenty-one months to prove title and pay for the land. In the case 
of unsurveyed land, he must file within three months after the receipt of 
the plat of survey of the township at the local laad-offiee, and within 
eighteen months thereafter must prove title and pay for the land. A 
faQnre to meet these requirements works a forfeiture of pre-emption 
rights and a loss of the improvements placed on the land, ^oold the 
settler die before completing the steps necessary to be taken, his legal 
representatives may perfect the claim and take out a patent in the name 
of his legal heirs. By decision of the Commissioner of the General 
Land-Offlce, women have the same rights as men under the pre-emption 
laws. 

The homestead-settler initiates his claim by a formal applioation, dee* 
ignating the tract he desires to appropriate by its legal subdivisions. 
Hence he cannot appropriate unsurveyed land. He must at the same 
time file an affidavit, setting forth his legal qualifications and his inten- 
tion to comply with the homestead-law. He must then make settlement 
without delay upon the tract, not exceeding 160 acres of minimum or 80 
acres of double minimum land. After five years of continued residence, 
cultivation, and improvement, he appears before the register and receiver 
and makes proof of compliance with the law. He may delay his final 
Droof two years longer. If the fees required bylaw have been paid, the 
land is patented. 

The timber-culture act of March 13, 1874, does not require settlement, 
but planting with trees one-fourth of the tract desired, never exceedin| 
160 acres, and keeping it in cultivation for eight years. The applicant 
must file his written application with his affidavit, showing his legal 
qualifications, and that the land is exdusively prairie and devoid of tim- 
ber. He must, within one year firam his application, break op one fourth 
of the required timber-area, another fourth within two years, ^d 
the remaining half within three years. One fourth must be planted 
the second year, another fourth the third year, and the remaining half 
the fourth year. The trees must not be more than 12 feet apart, and 
protected and cultivated till the close of the eighth year from his appli- 
cation, when, by filing a second affidavit, showing his compliance with 
the law and producing satisfactory proof of the fact, he is entitled to a 
patent. 

The above provisions of law evince an earnest purpose on the 
part of the Government to dispose of its landed interest to private 

Sarties as fast as their interests and those of the community demand. 
ly liberalizing as above the terms of individual appropriation, and by 
withholding lands from public sale until settlers, under the pre-emption 
and homestead laws, have secured the choi^.J|^tions, speculative 
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land monopoly has been l)afiaed, and by fin the greater portion of the 
8oil already disposed of has passed into the hands of actual cultivators. 
But the public domain has also been disposed of for the purpose of 
advancing several collateral interests of civilization. About 75,000,000 
acres have been granted to soldiers of the Bepublic in various ways. 
The military-bounty acts, dating from 1847, gave away 550,182 warrants, 
coveriug 60,873,350 acres, of which only 25,912 warrants, embracing 
1,970,620 acres, are outstanding. Many of the latter, from improper as- 
signment, have become wholly worthless. In aid of educational estab- 
lidiments of all kinds more than 90,000,000 acres have been granted. 
Under laws granting swamp-lands to the States within which they are 
located, selections have been made to the extent of 62,906,984.56 acres, 
of which 40,378,727.29 have been patented. In aid of canal-construc- 
tion 4,405,986 acres have been granted to different States. The grants 
fi)r wagou-roads amounted to 2,412,543.68 acres. In aid of railros^-con- 
Btmetion the enormous area of 215,203,807.97 acres has been granted to 
States or corporations, of which, however, only 38,076,290.40 acres have 
been patented. A portion of these grants has already lapsed, and othei^ 
portions will also Sail through non-compliance with the terms upon 
which they were made. 



AGBICULTUBAL BXPOETS. 

Uatememi qf the eaeparU of agriCHUural produeU of the United Staiee, with their immediate 
manufactureef for the two yeare ending June 30, 1874, collected from the reports of the 
Bureau of Statietice of the Treaeury. 



1873. 



Qnsntity. 



Value. 



1874. 



Quantity. 



Value, 



..Ko 

.do. 
.do.. 
..do., 
.do. 



..lbs. 

,.€Wt. 

..Ibe 



.Ibe 



Ajumals, liTing: 

HogB 

Uwned cattle ..■.«..••«.•...>. 

Hones 

Mule* 

Sheep 

All other, and fowle 

Animal natter : 

Bone-blaok. iTory-blaok, ^ .. 

Bonee and bone-aost 

Candle* 

Furs and ftir-ekina 

Glue 

Hair, unmanufiMtared 

Mannfactnres of hair 

Hides and sUas other than Air 

LeatherofaQ kinds not speoifled lbs 

Moroooo and other fine 

Boots and shoes pairs 

Saddlery and harness 

Other manuiisctures 

on, lard gals 

Other animal do.. 

FiOTisions : 

Baoon and hams lbs. 

Beef do. 

Butter do.. 

Cheese do.. 

Condensed milk 

Eggs doi. 

L» lbs 

Pork do., 

Preserved meats 

Soaps, perfumed and toilet 

Another lbs 

Tallow do. 

W»x do.. 

wooL raw sad fleece do. 

Manufactures of do. 



99,790 

35,455 

2,814 

1.659 

66,717 



1,393,150 

100, 185 

1, 998, 557 



43,556 



17,341,746 
'"■*966,'7M 



388,836 
10,984 

aD5»381,737 

31,605,196 

4.518,844 

80,366,540 



15,683 

330,534,907 

64, 147. 461 



9, 441, 891 

79, 170, 558 

374,486 

75,139 



Total value of animals and animal matter. 



r 87. 409 
695,957 
355,365 
17«,172 
107. 698 
14,853 

39,307 

167,135 

301,303 

3,735.550 

8,754 

334.663 

48. 795 

3,605,033 

4,365,174 

347, 711 

431, 548 

101, 943 

169. 118 

398,731 

9.837 

35,093,137 

S, 447, 481 

958,919 

10, 498, 010 

94,385 

4,169 

31,345.815 

5,007,035 

575,407 

10,561 

657,297 

7,068,471 

118.053 

17,034 

909,897 



99,806.999 



158,581 

56,067 

1,438 

1,358 

184,948 



903,883 

47.868 

1,995,093 



71,564 



15,688,885 
'"'*S43,*500 



898,577 
17.090 

347, 405. 405 

36,036.537 

4,367.983 

90,611,077 



83,749 

804,987,471 

70,483,379 



9,345,358 

101,755,631 

348.068 

319,600 



11.689^837 
1,196,897 
169.303 
174,199 
150.739 
30,931 

98^181 

108^440 

308,877 

3,334,369 

13,930 

2^960^388 

3,940^490 
Sn884 
383,417 
98,139 
131,689 
808,317 
17.889 

33»383^908 

9;996;678 

1,093,381 

11,896,999 

79.016 

9,838 

19.308,019 

5,808,718 

848,846 

8,460 

691,888 

8,139,380 

113,800 

78,169 

134.099 



99,607.669 
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Statement of the exports of agrionUureU produets of the Untied StateSf ^c— Coatinaed. 



1873. 



Qtumtltj. 



Value. 



1674. 



Qnantity. 



Value. 



Breadfltufb and their preparations : 

Barlev buah. 

Breaa and biaouit lbs. 

Com bush. 

Corn-meal bbla. 

Oats bush. 

Bye do.. 

Rye-floor bbls. 

wheat bush. 

Wheat-flour bbls. 

Other small grains and pulse 

Other preparations of bieadstufib for 

food 

Rice , lbs. 



489,410 

11, 700, 767 

38,541,930 

403.111 

714.079 

56S;0St 

8,888 

39,804,285 

8,568,086 



876,637 



Total breadstofb, Sm . 



Gotten and its manufhotores : 

Searlsland lbs. 

Other, unmann faotured do.. 

Colored guods yds. 

TJnoolorM goods do.. 

All other 



5,693,909 
1,194,369,081 
3,585,689 
10, 187, 145 



Total cotton, itc . 



Wood and its products : 

Boards, planks, Joists, &c M ft. 

Laths, palings, pickets, Sec M. 

Shingles do.. 

Box-shooks 

Other stayes and headings 

Hogsheads and barrels, empty Ko. 

All other lumber 

Fire-wood oords. 

Hop, hoop, and telegraph poles 

Logs, masts, and other whole timber 

Timber, sawed or hewn cub. ft. 

All other timber 

Household furniture 

Wooden ware 

Other manufactures 

Ashes, pot and pearl lbs. 

Bark lor tanning 

Rosin and turpentine bbls. 

Spirits of turpentine galls. 

Tar and pitch rbbls. 



836.557 
8,614 
33,441 



145,877 
""6,384 



li 154, 844 



1,007,753 



845,168 

5,114,653 

43.535 



Total value wood, &c . 



Hiscellaneons : 

Brooms, brushes, Ae 

Cordage, ropes, Ae lbs. 

Fruits, apples, green, ripe, or dried 

other green, ripe, or dried , 

preserved in cans, Sm , 

Ginseng ^ lbs. 

Hay tons 

Hemp, unmanufactured cwt 

cordage, cables, &o do.. 

other manufactures 

Hops lbs 

Liquors, alcoholic : 

Beer, ale, porter, cider, in bottles . dos . 

In casks galls 

Spirits distilled from grain do. . 

From molasses do.. 

From other materials do. . 

Wine do., 

Oil-cake lbs 

Oil, cotton-seed galls. 

Linseed do.. 

Essential or volatile 

Seeds, cotton lbs 

Flax or lint do. 

All other do., 

Starch do.. 



8,685,589 



350.141 

4,557 

978 

li960 



1.795.437 

3,443 

103,009 

654,365 

1,613,068 

35.656 

46, 715 

194,318,946 

709.578 

47,453 



4,005,009 
490 



•383,187 

690,833 

83,794,694 

1. 474. 837 

890.575 

469,547 

46,189 

51,452,854 

19,381,664 

394.890 

484,558 
19,740 



98,768.891 



9,350,687 

884.893,382 

596,918 

1,655,116 

685,500 



830, 190, 597 



4.625,863 
10,345 

137.359 

863,877 
6,091,771 

867,195 

849,878 
18,366 

678,893 

707,979 
8,731,635 

153,808 
1. 787. 764 

837.097 

1,884.584 

88.502 

168,939 
3,631,996 
8,667,386 

177,435 



85,854,180 



6,133,383 



186, 819 
417, 044 
1,091,698 
898,935 
318, 678 
341, 144 
110,880 
9,181 
875,100 
170,735 
878,403 

7,718 

36.743 

359,646 

469,628 

83,371 

48,203 

3,611,563 

370,506 

46,087 

138.333 

45,486 

1,345 

1, 114. 831 

387,940 



380,309 

11,148.439 

34,434,606 

387,607 

812.873 

1.564,484 

50,880 

71,039,988 

4.094.094 



558,988 



6.486,984 

1,392,175,779 

4, 035. 180 

13. 847, 148 



888,481 
5,386 
88,311 



170, 348 

""i'Tii* 



85^809,048 



1,508,686 



939,348 

6,784,173 

71,980 



1.604.338 



400,619 

i889 

1,106 

16,839 



117,358 

8,897 
99,135 
1,893,800 
451, 117 
80,548 
48,141 
315^336,380 
768,067 
88,047 



6.303,985 
366 



1810, -738 

676,197 

84,769,951 

1.589,399 

383,703 

1.568,363 

386, 3U 

101. 421, 459 

89,858,094 

670, 146 

388,443 

37.075 



161.835.939 



a. Hi 184 
809,109,456 

668,781 
1.681,209 

745,830 



814.319,430 



4.848,389 

83,38i 

106.291 

63,856 

6,456,391 

355, rn 

164,131 

9,379 

1,038.584 

641,361 
4,483,160 

805,943 
1,888,707 

840,350 
1.533,060 

116.766 

160,670 
3,046.431 
8.758,933 

238,779 



87,695,300 



7,435,064 



• 187,593 
848.933 
499.905 
811.308 
883,649 
448.760 
111.878 
8,901 
878,618 
861.746 
87.973 

6,845 

33,357 

982,287 

168. 510 

13,819 

45.534 

4.099.360 

373,337 

83,693 

151,430 

63,557 

900 

674.457 

480,809 
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SUOemmt of ike ex^^orU of agrieulturdl prodMcta of ihe United 8UUn, <f o. — Continued. 







1673. 


1874. 




Quantity. 


Valne. 


Quantity. 


Value. 




...lbs. 


918.685 

9, 870. 738 
3,055,836 


$19,647 

1,142,824 

611, 084 

27,873 

98,689,135 

7,764 

7,462 

2,627,585 

53,616 
11.697 
498, 291 
128,456 
5,097 


163,090 
9.960.831 
8,447,905 

* Wow,' 804* 
8,458 
15,716 


$16,173 

1,041,169 

569,973 

30.593 

30.399.181 

84,473 

7,099 

9,537,789 

58.057 
90.784 


Reilned 


...do.. 


M<>1»MMI 

CvDdv And oonfMtionffrT 


..galla 


cigars 

Snnir 


...lbs. 
Ihii 


813,995,176 

815 

12,196 


Oth4«r tiuurafaotarea 


Ooions 

Pickles and aaooM 


.bosh. 


41,881 


34,105 


Potatoes 


. bnah. 


515.306 


497,413 


471,333 


Ailotbw 


156,078 
8,188 


Vinegar 


.galls 



19,481 


85,348 




37,901,458 


45, 486, 696 










BBCAPITDLATION. 




1871. 


1079. 


1873. 


1874. 




$47,010,312 
79.519,387 

831.885,845 
15, 820. 029 
33, 069. 081 


$77,060,849 
S5, 155. 533 

182. 988. 935 
81. 435. 068 
40. 139, 396 


$99,806,509 
98.768,891 

830,190,597 
85,854,180 
37,901,458 


$99,607,660 


RiMHff^frV, 'ft« .. 


161, 885, 939 


Cotton. A«.' 


814,319,490 
97.605,30$ 
45,486,696 


Wood,A« 












397, 306, 054 
563, 518, 651 


406, 769. 650 
549.319,718 


498. 515, 665 
649.133,563 


548, 334, 954 
603,039,066 


Total exports „. 






Pereantage of agrlcnltnral matter 


70 


74 


76 


79 









EXPOETS OP CEEBALS. 
SttOfmaU Bhowing ihe quawHty of wheat and flow exported from 1826 to 1874, inolueive. 



Years. 



Wheat, (bush- 
els.) 



Flour, (bar- 
rels.) 



Total wheat and 
flour, (in bush- 
els.) 



Ffreyeara 
Fire yean 
FiTO years 



Fire years 
FITS years 
FITS yean 
Fire years 
Fire years 



ending 1830.. 
ending 1835., 
ending 1840.. 
ending 1845.. 
ending 1850.. 
ending 1855.. 

^mUn g 1800.. 

ending 1065.. 
ending 1870., 



Total in forty-fiye years . 



1871. 
1879. 
1873. 
1874. 



185,547 

614. 145 

1, 842. 841 

2. 946, 861 

10. 184, 645 

16, 446, 955 

38,808,573 

138, 306, 907 

81, 808. 364 



4,651,940 
5,941,964 
4,092,932 
6,274,697 
12; 284, 838 
13, 149. 518 
15,778,368 
19, 757, 733 
11, 454, 785 



291, 064, 838 

34, 304, 906 
36, 423. 080 
39, 804, 385 
71, 039, 938 



93,686,665 

3,653,841 
3,514,535 
8,569.086 
4,094,004 



Total in liorty.nine years 463,057,037 



105, 511, 221 



23,385,247 
96,893,965 
92,307.501 
34,390.346 
71, 608. 785 
82,194,545 
117, 699, 913 
237, 095. 579 
139, 083, 389 



754, 518. 163 

59.574,111 
38. 995, 755 
53, 014, 715 
91, 510, 398 



969, 613, 149 
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Staiement $howin§ the value of hreadstuffe ea^^artedfrcm 18S^ to 1874, incivMive, 



Yean. 



Wheat. 



Floor. 



AUbniki. 
atui&. 



Five yean ending 1830 

Five yean ending 1636 

Five yean ending 1840 

Five yean ending 1845 

Five yean ending 1850 

Five yean ending 1895 

Five yean ending 1860 

Five yean ending 1805 

Five yean ending 1870 

Total in forty-ilve yean. 

1871 

1878 

1873 

1874... 

Total in forty-nine yean 



$112, 754 

797,365 

1, 817, 067 

8,900.785 

18,801.093 

81.864,768 

53, 343, 918 

178, 470, 444 

117,927,484 



124,708,090 
89,347,049 
87,831,952 
31, 056, 156 
09, 375, 741 
75,775,280 
104.368,446 
133.356,875 
98,071,717 



$42,363,119 
48,095,301 
47,114,914 
51,705,513 
148,232,368 
13il81,5«7 
803.046,397 
364,104,797 
886.056,443 



389,595,618 

45,143,484 
38,919,000 
51,499,354 
101, 481. 490 



587,891,846 

24, 093, 184 
17, 955, 684 
19.381,664 
99,858,094 



1,316,900.499 

79,403,689 
84,615.041 
98,762,891 
161,835,939 



626,587,809 



677,980,478 



1,748,908.059 



StatemmU ehowling iMIs^tantUy and value ^ vikeaX and faw exported^ in decades. 



Yean. 



Quantity. 



Yalne. 



Five yean ending 1830 
Ten yean ending 1840. 
Ten yean ending 1850. 
Ten yean ending 1660. 
Ten yean ending 1670. 

Total 



ButMf. 

83,385.847 
49,131,466 
105,929,131 
199,894.458 
376, 177, 861 



754,518.163 



IhfUn, 

94.620,844 

90,134,033 

116,133,775 

855.172,346 

581,436,460 



976,687,456 



Statement thawing the export price eftoheat and flour. 



Yean. 




Floor 



loor wr 
bairel 



Ten yean to 1840 
!Cen yean to 1850 
Ten yeara to 1860 
Ten yean to 1870 



06 06 
5 41 
623 
799 



Statement showing the quantity and value of exports of com and oom-meal. 



Yean. 


Com. 


Corn-meal. 


TotAl yaloe. 


2}ve yean ending 1830 

]^ye yean ending 1835 

Five yean ending 1840 

Five yean ending 1845 

Five yean ending 1850 

Five yean ending 1655 

Five yean ending 1865 ........ 

Five yean ending 1670 


BushOt. 

3, 530, 710 

8,566,946 

1,184,973 

3, 474, 109 

43,823,153 

83.905.196 

87,597,896 

53,613,028 

47,993,276 


•9,019,996 
1, 804, 711 
873,104 
1,755,609 
31,277,990 
17,719,699 
19,789,181 
34,903,365 
47, 143, 817 


Barrels. 

783,408 

817,363 

843,930 

1,133,749 

8,493^700 

1,131,456 

1,291,342 

1,176,607 

1,355,024 


•2,404,371 
8,731,077 
3,471,815 
3,037,021 
8,984,293 
4,147.318 
4,917,515 
5.333,970 
7,345,448 


H«4,sw 

4,535.788 

4,344.319 

4,799,681 

40,988,1TI 


T«talin45yean 

1871 


906,680,267 

9.826,309 

34,491,650 

38,541,930 

34.434,606 

1 


157,980.386 

7, 458, 997 
23.984.365 
83, 794, 694 
84. 769, 951 


11,016,599 

212,641 
308,840 
403,111 
387,807 


48,361.487 

951.830 

1,814,999 

1,474,827 

1,589,399 


199. 641,619 
6.410,887 
8S. 190. 964 
85.969.581 
96.899,350 


1878 


1873 


1874 




Total in 49 yean 


333, 983, 789 


937,886,338 


12,327,998 


47,539,542 


964,890,874 
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Statement tAotoinf ike ex^^ortatUm qf e^m and oom-meal in deo$nnkd periods. 



Cora. 



GOTn-mMd. 



Five yeftrs ending 1830 
Ten years ending 1840 
TW yean ending 1890 . 
Ten yean ending 1860 , 
Ten yean ending 18TD 

Total in 45 yean 



8*530. 710 
3,753,919 
47,»6,W9 
51,f03,098 
100, 005, 304 



BmreU. 

783,406 
1,061,313 

3,096,449 
8,418.798 
8,531,631 



906,089.887 



11,015^599 



Siaiememt $kmBln§ (he vdtm QjeoBpemeof oom and eom-medl U deeennial periode. 



Periods. 



Com. 



Corn-meal. 



Total value. 



Fire yean ending 1830 
Ten yean ending 1840. 
Ten yean ending 1850. 
Ten yean ending 1860. 
Ten yean ending IflTO. 

Total in 45 yean 



18.019.996 
3,677,815 
33,033.589 
37. 501, 880 
89,047,188 



19.404,371 
6,908,898 

19, 081, 973 
9.064.833 

18»068,718 



•4.484,897 
8,880.107 
45.054,795 
46,566,718 
84,715,900 



157,880,385 



48, 361, 487 



199. 641, 818 



FLOUB AND GEAIN MOVEMENTS. 

The early period at which this report was sent to press precladed 
the use of the annaal reports of the boards of trade and other commer- 
cial corporations representing the leading markets of the country. The 
annual summaries prepared by commercial journals, though greatly im- 
proved in character and scope, and valuable as indicating the drift of 
trade-movements, are not very reliable as exact statements of facts 
and figures. They are too often hurried up to produce a sensation on 
New Year's day. They are also prepared with no concert of action, 
and with reference only to local views } consequently, they are only to a 
limited extent available for general statistics. Their results can only 
be given in a fragmentary form, showing the trade-movements at each 
local center, but not the articulation of different centers with each other. 
Some represent the calendar year, others the year ending June 30, and 
still others the year ending August 31. Some embrace all freight 
passing by rail or otherwise, without handling or transhipment. 
Othei-s, more properly, include only the freight actually handled. The 
system of commercial statistics demands two leading reforms : First, 
a more careful and sifting local inquiry for facts; secondly, a common sys- 
tem, devised by some central representative authority, oy which those 
facts can be accurately embodied in general formula and promptly 
published. The importance of such a system to our advanced civili- 
zation demands special attention and effort to secure the ends above 
indicated. 

Our flour and grain movements have enormously increased, especially 
during the last two years. Our foreign shipments of wheat, flour, com, 
oats, barley, and rye, during the fiscal year closing June 30, 1874, 
amounted to 128,642,760 bushels, flour in barrels being reduced to its 
equivalent of wheat in bushels. The aggregate of 1873 was 92,315,152 
bushels; of 1872, 79,632,238 bushels; of 1871, 62,937,759 bushels; of 
1870. 56,827,508 bushels : of 1869, 37,354,847 bushels. The total value 
of tnese exports, togetner with their preparations and other small 
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grains, in 1874, amounted to $161,755,748 ; in 1873, to $99,090,831 ; in 
1872, to $85,156,523 j in 1871, to $79,519,387 ; in 1870, to $72,485,775 ; in 
1869, to $53^56,474. The exports of 1874, compared with 1873, increased 
nearly 40 per cent, in qnantity and 63 per cent, in value. The exports 
of 1873, compared with the previous year, increased 16 per cent, in 
quantity and 16 per cent, in value ; those of 1872, 26 per cent, in quan- 
tity and 6^ per cent, in value ; those of 1871, 13 per cent, in quantity 
and 10 per cent, in value ; those of 1870, 49 per cent, in quantity and 36 
per cent, in value. 

During the fiscal year ending June 30, 1874, we exported of the prod- 
uct of the previous calendar year, including wheat, corn, oats, barley, 
and rye, 8.4 per cent, against 5.5 per cent, in the fiscal year 1873, 5.2 
per cent, in 1872, 3.8 per cent, in 1871, and 3.1 per cent, in 1870. 

Of wheat, including flour reduced to bushels, the proportions of export 
to product were as follows, the percentage of each fiscal year being calcu- 
lated on the product of the previous calendar year : 1874, 32.5 per cent; 
1873, 20.8 per cent ; 1872, 16.9 per cent ; 1871, 22.3 per cent } 1870, 20.7 
per cent. 

Of com the percentages were as follows: 1874, 3.7 per cent ; 1873, 3.5 
per cent ; 1872, 3.9 per cent ; 1871, 0.9 per cent ; 1870, 0.15 per cent. 

Of oats the percentages were as follows : 1874, 0.3 per cent. : 1873, 0.26 
per cent ; 1872, 0.10 per cent ; 1871, 0.06 per cent ; 1870, 0.04 per cent 

Of barley the percentages were as follows : 1874, 1 per cent ; 1873, 1.8 
per cent ; 1872, 0.3 per cent ; 1871, 1.3 per cent ; 1870, 0.9 per cent 

Of rye the percentages were as follows : 1874, 10.3 per cent. -, 1873, 3.77 
per cent: 1872, 5.17 per cent.; 1871, 0.32 per cent ; 1870, 0.7 per cent 

These facts show that during the years under review we have been 
perceptibly increasing the rate of teport of our cereal products, espe- 
cially of wheat. That is, our surplus available for export is enlarging 
not only absolutely, but relatively ; and in an increasing ratio, per annam. 
The next fiscal year, however, will show a much smaller percentage of 
export for the crop of 1874. The short crops of Europe for two years 
past explain this enormous increase in our exports of breadstuffs. The 
prospect of a good yield on the other side of the Atlantic had begun 
to react upon our shipments before midsummer. Seven months of the 
fiscal year ending June 30, 1875, show an export trade considerably 
smaller than the corresponding months of the previous fiscal year. Of 
wheat, the quantity is 35,962,629 bushels, against 45,825,549 in the cor- 
responding period of the previous year. The export of corn is reduced 
from 18 millions to 17 millions. 

In the marketing of our breadstuSs New York still holds the pre- 
eminence, but other cities are increasing their trade at more rapid rates. 
During 1874 there was a marked variation in the lines of transportation 
by which some sections of the country marketed their produce. The 
following rSsumS of our leading markets will give some idea of the mag- 
nitude of our cereal trade : 

NEW YOEK. 

The total receipts of wheat, (including flour,) corn, oats, rye, and 
barley, at New York, during the calendar year of 1874, amounted to 
105,387,283 bushels, against 93,544,128 bushels in 1873, an increase of 
12 per cent.; shipments, 72,070,936 bushels, against 52,564,024 bushels 
in 1873, an increase of 37 per cent. Of these aggregates 59 per 
cent, of the receipts and 89 of the shipments, or 61,903,250 bushels of the 
former, and 45,855,380 bushels of the latter, represent flour and wheat, 
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which together show an increase over the previoas year of 16 per cent, 
in the receipts, and 27 per cent, in the exports. The total receipts 
of Hoar increased 13 per cent., and the exports 50 per cent., amoant- 
ing to about 60 per cent of the total foreign export of the Hscal year 
1874. Of wheat the receipts increased 17 per cent., and the exports 
20 per cent., constituting about 47 i>er cent, of the exports of the country. 
The receipts of corn increased 19 per cent., and the exports 71 per cent., 
amounting to about three-fourths of the entire export of the country. 
The receipts of oats declined 4 per cent., while the exports nearly tripled 
in volume, constituting about one-seventh of the entire national export. 
The receipts of barley increased 13 per cent., while the exports almost 
ceased. The receipts and exports of rye declined about 40 per cent, 
each, yet amounted to 40 per cent, of the total rye exports. The dis- 
proportion in the increase of exports over receipts, has left a greater 
exhaustion of supplies in New York, as is shown by the reduced stocks 
on hand at the close of the last two years. 
The flour and grain movements for three years were as follows : 





1872. 


1873. 


1874. 




Beoeipta. 


Shipments. 


Beceipta. 


Shipmonta. 


Beceipta. 


Shipments 


riour barreU. 

Wheat boahola. 


3,042,907 
16,836,433 


1,202,792 
13,299,320 


3,546,568 
35,559,870 


1,655.331 
27,801,829 


4.017,207 
41, 817, 215 


2,462,728 
33, 541, 740 


Fkrar and wheat do... 

Com do... 

Oats do... 

Rye do... 

Barley do... 


31, 45-2, 968 
40,800.939 
IS, 442, 127 
491.851 
3,964,441 


19,313.280 
25, 652, 603 

32,718 
623,355 

17,402 


53,292,710 

24, 576. 345 

11, 235, 420 

995.447 

2, 444, 206 


36, 078, 484 
15, 416, 787 

49, 573 
1,069,140 

40,040 


61, 903, 250 
29,329,000 
10, 792, 919 
592,114 
2,770,000 


45,855,380 

26, 447, 807 

122,588 

641,661 

3,560 


Total 


89,196,326 


45,639,358 


92, 751, 128 


52,654,024 


105,387,283 


73, 040, 936 







The total value of the flour, grain, bread, and other breadstuffs ex- 
ported from New York during the calendar year 1874, was $81,161,763, 
including the following items: barley, $317^ bread and biscuit, $523,633 ; 
com. $15,967,763; corn-meal, $820,158; oats, $82,381; rye, $685,982; 
lye-flour, $49,502 ; wheat, $47,873,442 ; wheat-flour, $14,111,815 ; other 
small grains and pulse, $765,091 ; maizena, and all other preparations 
from breadstuffs for food, $281,679. 

BOSTON. 

The total receipts of grain, including flour, reduced to its equivalent 
in wheat, amounted to 17,608,223 bushels in 1874, an increase of less 
than 1 per cent, over the previous year. Of flour, the receipts were 
1,890,487 barrels, an increase of 5^ per cent., and the shipments, foreign 
and coastwise, 287,718 barrels, an increase of nearly 25 per cent. Of 
wheat, the receipts were 1,362,366 bushels, an increase of 54 per cent; 
the shipments were 1,062,366 bushels, an increase of 119 per cent. The 
receipts of wheat and flour together were 10,814,452 bushels, an increase 
of nearly 10 per cent. ; shipments, 2,500,956 bushels, an increase of 52 
per cent. The receipts of flour and wheat constitute 61 per cent, of the 
entire receipts of cereals against 56 per cent, in 1873. The receipts of 
com amounted to 3,303,641 bushels, a decrease of 7 per cent. ; ship- 
ments, 380,254 bushels, an increase of 133 per cent. The receipts of 
oats were 3,037,269 bushels, a decrease of 18 per cent. ; of rye, 34,273 
bushels, an increase of 3 per cent. ; of barley, 418,615 bushels, an in- 
crease of 26 per cent j 
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The receipts of the old crop of wheat were readily marketed at high 
prices, on accoant of the Earopean demand, but the prices of the 
copioas new crop rapidly fell, reaching an unasual minimum. The 
quality of the wheat marketed at Boston during the year was 
superior, especially the white wheat flours, which surpassed the 
product of any former year. "Patent" spring flours multiplied 
during the year, realizing good prices. Some of these have 
maintained their reputation, but others have declined. Prices of flour 
ran very low, declining through the year with a slight reaction toward 
the close. The range of prices on the first day of each month was from 
$4.50 to $11 per barrel ; the closing prices were $2.50 to $3 less for the 
same grade than at the beginning of the year. Com and oats sustained 
themselves better than during previous years; corn ranged from 82 
cents to $1.06 per bushel, and oats, 52 cents to 72 cents ; rye from $1 
to $1.25. 

The grain-movement of the last three years was as follows : 





1872. 


1873. 


1874 




Keoeipts. 


Shipmenta. 


Beoeipta. 


Shipmenta. 


Receipto. 


Shipmenta. 


Hoar bttTFeU.. 

Wheat boBheU.. 


1.588,017 
409.4126 


317,566 
151,860 


1.795,979 
880.747 


931,361 

486,138 


1.890.487 
1,369.017 


887,718 
1,062,366 




^ Floor And wheat do... 

Com do... 

Oats do .. 


8, 332, 511 

5,090.755 

9,735,641 

13,989 

5S9,038 


1,239,790 
1,673,760 


9. 857, 107 

3,558.363 

3,663,364 

33,335 

333,849 


1,643,933 
162,799 


10,814,458 

3,303,641 

3,037,969 

34,273 

418, 615 


9.500.956 
380.354 


Bye do... 

Barley do... 








. 












Total 


16,701,924 




17,445,018 




17,608.950 













PHILADELPHIA. 



The receipts of floar in 1874 were 40 per cent, greater than in 1873 ; 
the receipts of wheat increased 25 per cent. ; barley, 26 per cent. On 
the other hand, there was a decline in the receipts of com of nearly 2S 
per cent., of oats, 21 per cent., and of rye nearly 23 per cent. The re- 
ceipts and shipments of the past three years were as follows : 





1879. 


1873. 


1874. 




BeoeipU. 


Shljiments. 


Receipts. 


Shipmenta. 


Beoeipta. 


Shipment*. 


Flonr .....barrela.. 


987.450 
4.160,800 


113.036 
419.761 


994,680 
4, 379; 600 


143,386 
1,938,310 


1,401.700 
5^471,700 




Wheat buahela.. 






........ 


Zloar and wheal do... 


9.098.050 

8.137.380 

5,830.400 

390,940 

730,380 


977,941 
3.469,473 


9,346,900 
8,333.400 
5,980,565 
329,600 
1.066.399 


2,650.340 
9. 009; 366 


18,480,900 
5,054.700 
4,705,000 
949, 091 
1,936,399 








Oats do... 




Bje do... 








Barley do... 














Total 


94,117,150 




H 949,157 




94,695,383 













The floor and wheat movement exceeds that of any former year, wlule 
transactions in corn are less than in three years previous. The oats 
trade also shows a great reduction, making the total receipts of floor 
land grain below last year. 
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BALTHEOBB. 



The floor and grain trade of Baltimore, daring 1874, showed a great 
enlargement The aggregate receipts of flour and wheat consolidated, 
and of corn, oats, and rye, amoanted to 24,699,250 bnshels, an increase of 
nearly 30 per cent, over 1873. While the receipts of oats declined 9 per 
cent, all the other articles were handled in larger quantities. The re- 
ceipts of flour increased 17 per cent, and the shipments 32 per cent. The 
receipts of wheat increased 127 per cent, and the shipments 208 pet 
cent. Of floor and wheat taken together, the receipts increased over 50 
per cent., and the shipments more than doubled. Of com, the receipts 
increased 12 per cent., while the shipments slightly declined. The re- 
ceipts of rye increased 18 per cent. Barley was handled in quantities 
too small to excite observation. 

The production of flour by the city mills greatly increased, amounting 
to 297,935 barrels in 1874, against 258,589 barrels in 1873. Since the 
repeal of the State inspection-laws, the term "city mills" has been ai> 
plied more extensively than formerly, and now inclndes several mill- 
properties on the Patapsco River outside the city limits, the produce of 
which was formerly classed as " western flour." Including these, the 
" eity-mill " product of 1874 amounted to 507,035 barrels. These estab- 
lishments include qnite a number devoted exclusively to high-grade 
flour, which finds a strong demand in Europe and South America. 
Choice Baltimore and choice Saint Louis brands for years shared the 
8uprema|Cy of the eastern markets, but of late they have found formi- 
dable rivals in the ^* patent" spring- wheat brands of the North- 
west. Baltimore is a leading point of shipment to the South, and is 
increasing its trade in that direction. Prices, during 1874. were unpre- 
cedentedly low. Howard-street super fell from $5.50 ^ ^6 per barrel, 
January 1, to $4 ^ $4.50 December 15 ; western extra from $6.25 ^ $7 
to $4.75 ^ 5.25 : city mills extra from $8.25 fa> $8.50 to $6.50 ® $6.76. 
Bonthem red wneat opened at $1.50 ® $1.87 per boshel, and fell by the 
Ist of November to $1.15^ $1.30, with a slight subsequent reaction ; 
fioathem white wheat fell from $1.70 ^ $1.90, January 1, to $1.15^ $1.30, 
November 1. The prices of wheat on the 1st day of each month were 
uniformly lower than in 1873. The price of corn rose from 70 cents to 
80 cents per bushel in January to $1 to $1.03 in October, but fell to 80 
cents ^ 85 cents in December ; southern com was in fair supply, but 
western fell off greatly. Prices of oats rose from 51 cents ^ 54 cents 
per bushel in January to 70 cents ^ 74 cents in June, but declined to 
03 cents ^ 66 cents in December. Bye fluctuated in price, the quota- 
tions January 1 being 90 cents ® 98 cents and $1 ^ $1.05 December 1, 
ttie minimum, 75 '9)80 cents, being in August The grain and flour 
movements of three years were as follows : 



16TB. 



B«oeipts. 



Shipmeikts. 



lefTS. 



ReMlpts. 



Shiiimento. 



18T4. 



Beoelpts. 



Shipmentti 



Wlieaft 

j noar iidwhot. 

Oate 

^y« 



..iMffreU.. 



-do... 

.do... 
.do... 



l.l'TS.MT 
9^ 450; 100 



88,035 



1,319;8» 
3,810,917 



399, 906 
1.158,097 



1,539,937 
0^389^834 



47i7S8 
3,550,848 



8,335.935 

9,045^485 

1,950,161 

90,938 



1.500,790 
5,157,835 



9,373,977 

8,330^449 

1,955,072 

100,519 



9,955,997 
0,009,618 



14,088,019 

9,355.467 

1,139.916 

118,548 



5,930.638 
5,959,757 



Total 19,431,499 19.070,017 94,699,950 
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CINCINNATI. 

The Statistics of Cincianati are prepared under the direction of the 
chamber of commerce, and represent commercial years ending August 
31. The latest report published closes August 31, 1874, and conse- 
quently embraces the movement of only a small portion of the last crops 
of cereals. The flour -trade about held its own during the last commer- 
cial year, the receipts being 9,447 barrels more than during the previous 
year, while the shipments declined 9,055 barrels. The loss in shipments 
is attributed to the small margin between Cincinnati prices and those 
of Eastern markets. This has cut down the Eastern trade ; the exports 
down the Ohio Biver have also fallen off slightly^ but to the up-river 
ports the shipments increased 23,769 barrels. The trade with Virginia 
and the Southeast is enlarging. A strong and discriminating local de- 
mand has induced the production on a large scale of fine-grade flour. 
Spring-flour is also in greater request, some brands bringing 40 to50 cents 
per barrel more than similar grades of winter-flour. The sources of 
supply did not materially change during the year. The quality of the 
flour marketed during the last year was excellent. A new process has 
proved successful in the separation of high grades of flour from mid- 
dlings. Prices during the year, rose from $7 per barrel ibr family-flour 
at the beginning to $7.50, but receded to $5.20 as the abundant new 
crop made its leveling influence felt. The average price of fiamily was 
46.60.4 against $7.46.8 during the previous year. The average price of 
superfine flour during the last commercial year was $5.06^ per barrel, 
against $5.56i in 1872-'73, and $6.06 in 1871-72. 

The grain-market of 1874 greatly improved. Cincinnati has been 
one of the best local markets in the Union, but of late it has shown a 
tendency to become a distributing market. Facilities of transporta- 
tion are improving, and greater energy is manifested in the prosecution 
of this btanch of trade. The receipts of unmanufactured wheat increased 
42 per cent., while the shipments increased 89 per cent. The quality of 
the receipts of the crop of 1873 was below average } the grain, having 
been poorly harvested, was light and frequently stained. The crop of 
1874, however, was in marked contrast, being in quality one of the best 
on record. The average price for red winter-wheat No. 2 was $1.37.9 
per bushel, against $1.56.3 in the previous year. 

Of corn, the receipts by rail and river increased about 20 per cent, 
and shipments over 100 per cent., the largest trade of any year in the 
history of the city. These figures do not embrace the corn brought into 
the city from the country immediately around. Starch-factories in the 
vicinity consumed 744,649 bushels of com not included in the market 
reports of the chamber of commerce. The aggregate receipts of the 
ci^ and its immediate vicinity were not less than 3,500,000 bushels. 
The shipments East and South both increased. The transactions of 
the year were quite satisfactory, embracing only the crop of 1873, 
which was inferior to its predecessor in quantity and quality. The de- 
mand was good and prices advanced. The monetary panic, occurring 
about the t^ventof the new crop, cut down quotations to 43 cents per 
bushel, but by a constant appreciation they rose to 70 cents before the 
close of the year; the average was 60 cents, against 42.6 cents during 
the previous year. 

The receipts of oats fell off nearly 10 per cent, and the shipments 33 
per cent. The returns do not include receipts by wagons, which are 
known to be quite large. There was but small accumulation of stocks 
at anytime during the year. The first receipts of the crop of 1874 
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were dean and well harvested, bat defteient in weight. Pdces raled 
high ; No. 2, mixed, averaged 48.2 cents per bashel, against 36.1 the pre- 
vioQS year ; the maximtmi, 68, was in Jnly. 

The receipts of rye diminished nearly 10 per cent., while the ship- 
ments increased 90 per cent. The demand was local, bat well snstained. 
Prices of No. 2 averaged 92.9 cents per bashel, against 75.8 the previons 
year; the maximam, $1.18, was in May, and the minimum^ 70 cents, in 
November. 

The receipts of barley fell off nearly 12 per cent., while the shipments 
increased at the rate of 142 per cent. It is estimated that 300,000 bnsh- 
els were received by wagons from the neighboring conntry. of which the 
statistical aathority takes no cognizance. Most of the import is for 
local oonsnmption. A steady demand made prices high, No. 2 fall-bar- 
ley averaging $1.51|, against 86.9 cents the previous year. 

The following table shows the movements of flour and grain at Cin- 
cinnati daring the last three commercial years : 





1872. 


1873. 


1874. 




BeceipU. 


Shipments. 


Kecelpts, 


Shipmenta. 


Beoeipta. 


SMpmenta. 


Floor bamls. 

Wheat bo8helB. 


568,030 
762. 144 


410,501 
323,405 


765,469 
860,454 


560,829 
412,722 


774,916 
1, 221, 176 


551, 774 
783,990 


Hoar and wheat do.. 

Corn do.. 

Oata do.. 

Kye do.. 

Bark^y do.. 


0,676,794 
1,8W,966 
1, 160. 053 
357,309 
1, 177, 306 


2,375,910 
246,632 
330.963 
110, 464 
26, 9M 


4,687,799 
2, 259, 544 
1,520,979 
426,660 
1,228.245 


3,216,767 

32il83 

324,718 

61,577 

37,456 


5,095,756 
3, 457, 164 
1,372,464 
385.934 
1,084,500 


3,542,860 

638,718 

216.660 

117,349 

90,688 


Total 


8, 264 328 1 Q^99R QSa 


10,123,227 


3,964.801 


11,395,818 


4,626,275 









CHICAGO. 

The receipts of flonr in Chicago during 1874, compared with 1873, in- 
creased 4 percent., while the home manufacture declined 5 per cent, and 
the shipments 2 per cent The trade of the year was dull and unpro- 
fitable. Before midsummer the certainty of an immense wheat-crop, 
both in this country and in Europe, foreshadowed a rapid decline in the 
transatlantic demand for breadstuffs. Prices in Chicago reacted so 
suddenly, that many millers and dealers changed their shipments to 
other points, especially to the eastern cities, thus forestalling a demand 
which constituted one of the main springs of Chicago trade. Flour- 
mannfticture has not increased since the great fire of 1871, though new 
machinery was set at work at the close of 1874, promising a consider- 
able increase during the coming year. Complaints are made that till 
lately the practical operation of the warehousing system was unfavor- 
able to the milling interest. But later arrangements have beeu made, 
by which millers can obtain wheat by sample ftom any part of the 
country. The superior Chicago brands are mostly shipped to points 
within the United States ; the mediam grades go to Canada and Europe. 
The latter, known as shipping spring extras, ranged from $4 to $6 per 
barrel during the year, averaging $5.01. Winter-flours were in market 
in soeh abundance as to render them for a time practically unsalable. 
The improvements in spring-flour manufacture have enlarged the sale 
of that class, and caused it to take the place of winter-flour of the same 
grade, and at lower prices. The flour manufactured during 1874 
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amounted to 251,000 barrels, against 264,363 Imrrels in 1873, 186,068 in 
1872, 327,739 in 1871, and 443,067 in 1870. 

The receipts of wheat increased 14.8 per cent, and the shipments 11.8 
per cent. Daring the early part of the year low railroad-freights caosed 
a rapid movement, while prices declined slowly but steadily. Bat both 
the movement and the prices fell off with the opening of navigation. 
As the increased yield of Earope became more evident, buyers begaii to 
hold back; and when our own plentifal crop of 1874 began to come into 
the Chicago and Milwaukee markets in groat abundance, prices came 
down very suddenly. Yet, even with this great distarbance, the range 
of fluctuation was narrower than during the preceding year. So. 2 
spring ranged from 81j^ cents to $1.28} per bushel, a difference of 47 
cents against 50 cents in 1873 ; the average was $1.68f against 41.17} 
the previous year. The causes which rendered the trade disastrous to 
legitimate operations at the same time removed motives to illegitimate 
combinations. Parties who had purchased largely in anticipation of 
<^ comers," were compelled to sell at a heavy loss. The danger of specu- 
lating uiK)n the foreign demand was never more fully realized in actual 
experience. 

The short corn-crops of 1873 and 1874 are sufficient as a general ex- 
planation of the smaller volume of that branch of the grain-lxade. The 
receipts of 1874 were 7.7 per cent, below those of 1873, which, in turn, 
had declined 10 per cent, from 1872 ; the shipments of 1874 show a 
decline of 10.70 per cent., and those of 1873 of 21.8 per cent, from the pre- 
vious year. Tet, with the heavy decline in receipts, the average price 
of 1873 was 37 cents per bushel against 38} in 1872. The still shorter 
crop of 1874 raised the average of that year to 65 cents. This increased 
price gave a total value to the receipts of 1874 about 62 per cent 
greater than in 1873. Prices in 1874 exhibited considerable fluctuations, 
reaching the maximum, S5ij in November. The dry summer was favor- 
able to the early maturity of the new crop, which, eiponer than usual, 
came in competition with the old one. The market was kept during several 
months in a chronic state of excitement by combined efforts to <^ corner " 
the crop. The decline of iron-production in the Northwest rendered 
available a large amount of cheap lake-transportation, which, accord- 
ing to commercial estimates, attracted at least 6,000,000 bushels to 
Chicago, which otherwise would have reached the Eastern markets 
through other channels. 

The oats-trade declined about 30 per cent, in both receipts and ship- 
ments. The market was disturbed by speculative movements, which 
caused both gains and losses on a considerable scale. Under the opera- 
tion of these influences, market-quotations frequently represented 
imaginary and not legitimate values. The average price of No. 2, in 
1872, was only 20j^ cents i>er bushel, though at one time <* cornered " up 
to 43| cents. The large crop of 1873 averaged 28| cents ; in 1874 the 
average was 46 cents, being ^^ cornered," in July, up to 85 cents. Ship- 
pers of oats fh>m Chicago realized better profits than usual. 

The receipts of rye during 1874 were only 755,760 bushels, against 
1,180,464 bushels in 1873, a loss of nearly 30 per cent ; shipments, 
330,802, but little more than a third of those of the previous year. A 
light supply with a fair demand kept stocks down to a very low point 
bnnging the trade within easy manipulation. The conservative char- 
acter of the controlling influences of the market is shown by the nar- 
row range of prices — ^from 77 cents to $1.01 per bushel, or 24 cents against 
35 cents in 1873, and 43 cents in .1872. The quality of the crop 

Digitized by LjOOQIC 



REPORT OP THE STATISTICIAN. 



83 



handled here was good, the proportion of ^' rejected " being less than the 
average of former years. 

The receipts of barley declined 23 per cent., and the shipments nearly 
35 i>er cent. The expectation of lower prices was consequently disap- 
pointed. The range for No. 2 was fit)m 90 cents to $2 per bushel, against 
50 cents to 81.58 in 1873, a difference of 40 to 42 cents. The market was 
greatly disturbed by speculative movements at different periods. 

The total receipts of all classes of cereals, including iiour reduced to 
its equivalent of wheat, were 95,208,041 bushels, a loss of 5 per cent. 
The shipments were 84,928,572 bushels, or 8^ per cent, less than tbe pre- 
vious year. The comparative receipts and shipments of the last three 
years were as follows : 



1872. 



Receipts. 



ShipmenU. 



1873. 



Keceipto. 



ShipmenU. 



1874. 



Reoeipts. 



Shipmento. 



Flour barrelft. 

Wbe«t boahela. 

Floqr and wheat do.. 

Corn dc- 

Oato do.. 

Rye do.. 

Barley do.. 

ToUl 



1,533,014 
13,794,141 



1,361,338 
13,160,046 



3,487,376 

cut <MUI KlKt 
SID, <<00, tNW 



3,303,490 
34, 455, 657 



3,501,535 
30,177.076 



3,849.338 
37,353,635 



30. 384, 311 
47, 366, 067 
15,061,715 
1. 1S9, 066 
5,351,750 



18,966,686 
47. 013, 558 
13,355,537 
776,805 
5.033(306 



38, 703, 443 

38,157,838 

17,688,734 

1, 189, 464 

4,840,839 



3Sk 973^107 

36,754,943 

15,694,133 

960,613 

3,366.041 



43,134,701 
35,815,041 
18, 855, 417 
755,760 
3,847,113 



89, 193, 849 



84, 074, 888 



100, 179, 101 



93,748,837 



95^806,041 



38,600,335 
38,806,370 
10,777,801 
339,898 
8,404.784 



84, 988, 573 



SAINT LOUIS. 

The flour and grain trade of Saint Louis, during 1874, considerably 
enlarged its general aggregates in spite of a decline in the receipts of 
com and rye. The increase has been mainly in flour and wheat, both 
of which show a large advance upon the previous year. Tbe number 
of barrels of flour manufactured was 1,581,000, an increase of 11 per 
cent. The receipts of flour manufactured elsewhere amounted to 
1,583,604 barrels, an increase of 18 per cent. The total amount of flour 
bandied was 3,164,604 barrels, an aggregate of 14 per cent, greater than 
that of the previous year, and equal to three-fourths of the flour-re- 
ceipts of New York. The shipments were 2,967,947 barrels, showing 
an increase of 18 per cent., and equaling about three-fourths of the for- 
eign shipment of the country. Saint I^uis is the greatest flour-manu- 
facturing center in the world, and is annually enlarging her enterprise 
in this Erection, while her commercial transactions are increasing at a 
BtUl more rapid rate. Yet the year 1874 is complained of in her com- 
mercial circles as a dull year. The milling interest realized but slender 
profits and found great difficulty in maintaining itself. It was aided 
by the extraordinary demand for the ofEal of its immense flour-product, 
which was rapidly disposed of at high prices. The prices of flour of all 
grades showed a steady decline during the first ten months of the year, 
with a partial reation toward its close. Spring extra fell from $6.75 fS> 
16.25 per barrel in January to $4 ^ $4.50 in November, but rallied 
in December to $4.50 ^ $4.65 ; club declined from $6.50 'S) $7 to 
$4.50 ^ $5, and rose again to $5 ® $5.30 ; winter XX fell from $6.25 ^ 
$6.50 to $3 "S) $4.85, afterward rising to $4.55 ® $4.70 ; family fell from 
$7.50 ^ $9.50 to $5.40 €) $6.75, with a reaction to $5.50 ® $6.40. These 
figures sufficiently explain the embarrassment of the milling interest 
during 1874. 
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The receipts of wheat increased 28 per cent, and the shipmeiits nearly 
60 per cent. The combined receipts of wheat and flour, reduced to 
wheat, increased nearly 25 per cent., and the shipments 21 per cent. 
The wheat bandied in this market during this year was almost exda- 
sively winter-grain, which was in such abundant supply that prices 
steadily declined throughout the year ; No. 2, red winter, fell from 
•1.63 per bushel, at the beginning of the year, to 8L05 at its close ; 
spring-whea4; from $1.12 and $1.24 to 88 cents and 92^ cents. 

The receipts of com fell off 9 per cent, but the market-price rose to 
an average of 70 cents per bushel during 1874, against 40 cents in 1873, 
making the money- value of the corn-trade of 1874, as well as the profits 
of the Saint Louis dealers, much greater than during the previous year. 
The close of 1874, however, showed a decline from the high figures pre- 
viously ruling. 

The receipts of oats show a small increase, while the prices ruled 
much higher than the previous year. No. 2, white, opened in January 
at 46 and 46} cents per bushel, and gradually rose at the end of the 
year to 57 and 57} cents. The receipts of barley showed a considerable 
increascj the prices at the end of the year being lower than at the be- 
ginning. Bye decreased in quantity, but advanced in price through the 
year from 80 cents and 85 cents per bushel in January to 97 J cents and 
$1.05 at the close of December. 

The flour and grain movements of the last three years were as follows: 







1872. 


1873. 


1874. 




Beceipts. 


Shipments. 


Beceipts. 


Shipments. 


Beceipta. 


Sbipments. 


Flonr 

Wheat 


..barrels. 
..husheU. 

..bnshels. 
....d«.... 
....do.... 
....do.... 
....do.... 

....do.... 


1,959,933 
6,007.987 


2,247,040 

918^477 


1, 296, 457 
6,185,038 


2, 506, 215 
1, 210. 286 


1,583,604 
7,909.437 


2,967.949 
1.932,196 


Floor and wheat.. 

Com 

Oats 

Bye 

Barley 


IS. 907, 653 
0,479.387 
5,467,800 
377,587 
1,263,486 


la, 153, fm 

8.029,730 

3,464,594 

150,906 

87,566 


19,667,393 
7, 701; 787 
5,359,853 
356,580 
1,158,615 


13, 741, 361 

5,916,916 

3,215,206 

906,652 

125.604 


15. 897. 4CT 

6.984,916 

5.258,02.'S 

984,9)9 

1,409,669 


16, 771, 871 

4,118,947 

3,979.416 

163,790 

919.610 


Toty 


38,895,912 


83,885.784 


97.943,198 


29; 505, 739 


99,797.399 


95,253,564 



The manufactures of 1872 were 1,294,798 barrels; of 1873, 1,420,287 
battels; of 1874, 1^681,000 barrels* 

SAN FBAKCISCO. 

The statistics of San Francisco are reported by '< harvest-years ," 
closing June 30. During the harvest-year ending in 1874 the receipts 
of flour amounted to 1,878,132 quarter sacks, against 889,116 quarter 
sacks the previous year; the exports amounted to 644,710 barrels, against 
263,645 barrels the previous year. The receipts of the last six months 
of the calendar year 1874 were 274,021 barrels, of which 250,609 bar- 
rels were made in California, and 23,412 barrels in Oregon. The receipts 
of the last six months of 1873 were 308,527 barrels, of which 2^,048 
were from Galifomia, and 46,459 were from Oregon. The exports by 
sea for the last half of 1874 were 219,016 barrels, worth $1,134,722, 
against 328,031 barrels, worth $2,076,426, during the same period of 

1873. During the last two years a very large export was directed to 
Great Britain, but this trade is not regarded as permanent, as it was 
the result of the short crops of Europe for two or three years prior to 

1874. A very large and regularly increasing export to China, Japan, 
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and the Pacific islands is noted. Daring high prices of grain in En- 
rope it is fonnd that the exports of floor to that continent greatly in- 
ciease, bnt in years of greater abundance at home, Eni^h bnyers 
prefer to ship California wheat, to be mannfactnred into floor in Eng- 
land. The floor manofiEK^tore of San Francisco has been greatly en- 
larged of late years. High grades, whioh are prodoced in ineoeasmg 
pei^MtioD, find an enhanc^ home demai^, while superfines are in reqoest 
for export to Asia and Polynesia. The exports of floor, with their aggre- 
gate valoeSy during the last four calendar years, were as fellows: 1871, 
232,094 barrels, valoed at $1,514^,687; 1872, 247,088 barrels, werth $1,- 
330,391 ; 1873, 479,418 barrels, valoed at $2,888,980; 1874^ 5S5^69S bar- 
rels, valoed at $3,042,900. 

Of wheat, the receipts of the harvest-year ending Jane 30, 1874^ 
were 7,829,^1 oentals, or 13^9,701 boshels, against 14)i,780,895 cen- 
tals, or 17^08,158 boshels the previoos year. The receq>tB of the 
aix months ending December 1, 1874, were 6,566,203 centals, or 
10,943,671 boshels, against 6,043,997 centals, or 10,073^328 boriidfl dor- 
iog the same portion of 1873. The exports of the latter half of 1874 
were 5,488,186 centals, or 9,146,976 boshels, worth $8,625,830; doring 
the latter half of 1873 the export amoonted to 4,706,757 centals, or 
7,844,595 bnshels, valoed at $9,979,811. The qoantities and valoes ex- 
ported doring the last foor calendar years were as follows: 1871, 
1,311,679 centals, or 2,186,131 bnshels, valoed at $3,178,635; 1872, 
6,071,383 centals, or 10,118,971 boshels, valoed at $10,671^004; 1873, 
9,175,960 centals, or 15,293,266 boshels, valoed at $18,658,744 ; 1874, 
8,054,670 centals, or 13,424,450 boshels, valoed at $14,144,150. 

The sodden change in English markets to mediom and low prices 
dnring the latter half of 1874 greatly affected the export of floor and 
wheat, yet there was a partial reaction of prices in San Francisco at 
the close of the year, in sjiite of the fact that the warehooses in the in- 
tOTor were ftall of wheat, a large portion of which had been withheld 
from market in anticipation of higher prices. The total receipts of 
wheat, incloding floor redoced to wheat, doring the harvest-year ending 
Jone 30, 1874, were 15,497,365 boshels, against 19,079,555 doring the 
previoos year. Doring the latter half of 1874 the receipts were 
12,313,771 boshels, against 10,943,671 in the same period of 1873. The 
exports of the last harvest-year were 15,345,615 boshels against 
17,699,370 boshels the previoos year. The exports of the last half of 
1874, which is the first half of the corrent harvest-year, were 10,242,056, 
against 16,663,018 boshels doring the last half of 1873. The qoantities 
and valoes exported doring the last foor calendar years were as follows : 
1871, 3,346,601 boshels, valoed at $4,693,272; 1872, 11,354,411 boshels, 
valoed at $12,001,395 ; 1873, 17,690,356 boshels, valoed at $21,557,724 ; 
1874, 16,102,925 boshels, valoed at $17,287,050. 

The prodoction and marketing of corn on the Pacific coast are on too 
small a scale to attract notice in general statistics. The rye-trade was 
alfio very limited. The California oats-crop was ordinary in qoan- 
tity and qoality, bat prices were kept down by heavy receipts flrom Or- 
egon ; amoonting doring the last half of 1874 to 85,335 centals. The 
receipts of the harvest-year ending June 30, 1874, were 243,400 cent- 
als, against 200,545 centals the previoos year; the exports were 
27,640 centals, against 5,437 centals the previoos year. The demand 
from Aostralia doring the latter half of 1874 greatly stimulated the oats 
movement, the total receipts for six months being 243,933 centals, and 
the shipments 52,908. The exports of the last foor calendar years were 
as follows: 1871, 7,832 centals, worth $14,861; 1872, 10^1^0 
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worth $17,983 ; 1873, 6,725 centals, worth $12,129 ; 1874, 78,364 centals 
worth $130,127. 

The receipts of barley for the harvest-year ending in 1874 were 
1,127,390 centals, against 981,028 the previons year ; the exports were 
243,758, against 226,927 the previons year. A still greater increase is 
noted during the last half of 1874, or first half of the current harvest- 
year, the receipts, 912,478 centals, amounting to nearly the aggregate 
of the previous twelve months ; the exports for six months were 178,073. 
The increase in the exports arises from a demand in the States east of 
the Mississippi. In the fall of 1873 a few hundred tons were shipped 
eastward by rail, but early in 1874 the movement received a great im- 
pulse, and amounted during the year to 350,000 centals. The business 
of 1875, however, foreshadows a great reduction from exhaustion of 
supplies. The crop of 1874 was good, and its large surplus has been 
disposed of at good prices. The exceptional eastern demand de- 
pleted the stocks available for brewing, and consequently the country 
was scoured for desirable crop parcels. All kinds of barley sympathize 
in the high prices thus created. The farmers have been encouraged to 
increase their barley acreage. The market was firm at the close of the 
year. 

RECAPITULATION. 

The comparative flour and grain receipts and shipments at the 
above-named points are shown in the following tables : 

Flaurg harrelt. 





187a. 


1873. 


1874. 




fieoeiplB. 


Shipmenta^ 


Beceipta. 


Shlpmenta. 


BeoeipU. 


Shipment!. 


Now York 


3, 048,907 
1,586,017 

•87! 450 
1,175,907 

583,030 
1.533,014 
1,259,933 


1,S0S.79S 
317,586 
113,036 
883,553 
410,501 
1.361,398 
3,847,040 
347,088 


3,546,568 

994,680 
1,313,613 

765.469 
8,487,376 
1,996,457 


1,655,331 
831,361 
148.386 
359,566 
560,839 
8,303,490 
8,506,315 
479, 418 


4,017,307 
1,890,487 
1,401,700 
1,539,337 
774,916 
8,591,385 
1,583.604 


8,463,788 


Boston 


887,718 


FbiiftflAlpMft...... ., 


Baltlmon........ 


474.758 
551.774 


Oinoinnati • 


Cbloago 


8.849,338 


Salntliouis 


• 8,967.949 


ISIftn "Fnuiciaoo 


535,695 











* Commercini yean ending Angnat 31. 
Wheat, huiheU. 





1878. 


1873. 


1874. 




Beceipta. 


Shipments. 


Beceipta. 


Shipments. 


Beceipts. 


Shipments. 


New York 


16,838,433 

408,436 

4,160,800 

8,456,100 

768,144 

18,784.141 

6.007,987 


13,899,380 

151,860 

418,761 

88,035 

383,405 

18,160,046 
918,477 

10,118,971 


35,558,870 

880,747 

4,373,800 

3,810,917 

860,454 

80, 866, 563 

6,185,038 


87,801,889 

486,138 

1,938,310 

1,158,097 

413,788 

84, 455, 657 

1,310.286 

15,393,366 


41,817,815 
1,363,017 
5,471,700 
6.389,834 
1,831,176 

30,177,076 
7,909,437 


33.541,740 


Boston 


l!06S;36C 


PMff^lf^lpi^jIfi., ,.,, 




Baltlmofn 


3,556,848 

783.990 


Cincinnati* 


Chicago 


87.353,635 


Raint I<miiff 


1.933,186 


flan l^rancUno 


13.4H450 











* Commercial years ending Angost 31. 
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1872. 



Beodlpta. 



Shipmentai 



1873. 



Beoeipta. 



Shipmentt. 



1874. 



BeoeiptB. 



Shipments. 



New York. 



Philadelphia... 

Baltimon 

CindDiiAtl *. . . . 

Chicago 

Saint Xoaia.... 
San Francisco . 



31,459,968 
a 339, 511 
9,096,050 
8,335,035 
3,676,794 
90.384,911 
19; 307, 659 



19,313,980 
1,939,790 
977,941 
1,500,790 
S. 375, 910 
18,966,686 
19,153,677 
11,354,411 



53.999,710 
9. 857, 107 
9,346,900 
9,373,977 
4.687,799 
38, 703, 449 
19,667,333 



36,078,484 
1,649,933 
9,650,940 
9,955^997 
3,916,867 
85,973,107 
13, 741, 361 
17, 690, 356 



61,903,950 
10,814,458 
13,480,900 
14,086*019 
5,095,756 
43,134,701 
15^897,457 



45.855,380 
9,900,956 



5,930,638 

3,549,860 

38,600,395 

16,ni,871 

16,103,935 



* Commercial year ending Angnst 31. 
Corn, hueheli. 



New York.. 

BoetOB 

FhiladelphlA 

Baltimore... 

Cinoinnati*.. 

Chieaco , 

GaintliOiEla.. 



1873. 



Receipts. 



40,800,939 
5,090,755 
8.137,380 
9,045,465 
1.893,866 

47,366,087 
9,479,387 



Shipments. 



35,659.603 

1,673,769 

3,463,478 

5*157,835 

346,633 

47,013,559 
8,039,739 



1873. 



Beceipts. 



IShipmenta. 



94,576,345 
3,558,363 
8.833,400 
8, 330, 449 
9; 859, 544 

38.157,939 
7, 701, 787 



15,416,787 

163,739 

9,003,368 

6,003,618 

334,183 

36,754,943 

5,316,916 



1874. 



Beceipts. 



99,399,000 
3,303,641 
5^954,700 
9.355,467 
3, 457, 164 

35,1115,041 
6,984.916 



Shipments. 



96,447,807 
380,854 



5*959,757 

656,718 

32,806,370 

4,118,947 



* Commercial years ending Angnst 31. 
Oati, J^usheU. 



New York.... 

Boston 

PhilAdelpliis... 

Baltimore 

Cincinnati*... 

ChleaiEO 

Saint LoqU.... 
San Frandaoo. . 



1872. 



Beceipts. 



19.448,187 
9,785,641 
5,830,400 
1,959,161 
1, 160, 053 

15,061,715 
5,467,800 



ShipmentSi 



39,718 



930.963 

19,955,537 

:i, 464, 504 

31, 781 



1873. 



Beceipts. 



11,935,490 
3,663,364 
5.980,565 
1,955.079 
1,590,979 

17,888,794 
5,350,853 



Shipments. 



49,573 



334,718 

15,694,133 

3,315,306 

17,891 



1874. 



Beceipts. 



16,799,919 
3,037,969 
4,705,000 
1.130,816 
1,379,464 

19,8S5,«7 
5,858,085 



Shipments. 



-188,588 



816,660 

19.777,801 

3,979,416 

844, 856 



* Commercial years ending Angnst 31. 
Bye, luiheU. 





1873. 


1873. 


1874. 




Beceipts. 


Shipments. 


Beceipts. 


Shipments. 


Beceipta. 


Shipments. 


New York 


491,851 
13,9^9 
390,940 
•90,938 
357.309 
1,199,086 
377,587 


683,355 


995,447 
33*335 
333.600 
100,519 
436,660 
1, 189, 464 
356,580 


1,069,140 


503,114 
34,873 
849.001 
118,548 
385,934 
755.769 
984.333 


641,661 


Boston. -. ..••••..•.. 


PMIa^JilpfliA,.^..^. 








Bahimoro 








Cincinnati* ......^r ,--,.r 


110. 464 
778,805 
150,808 


61,577 
960,613 
806,659 


117, 349 


Chicago . a ....... ....r... 


339.899 


S^intXonis . . . r - 


163,790 







* Commercial yean ending Angnst 31. 
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1879. 


1873. 


1874. 




B«oeipta. 


Shipments. 


Beoeipts. 


Shipments. 


Seoelpts. 


Shipments. 


KewYork 


3,964,441 
539.038 
730,380 
1,177,306 
5.951,750 
1,963,486 


17,409 


9; 444, 906 
339.849 
1,060,399 
1,298.945 
4,940,939 
1,158,615 


40,040 


9,770.000 
418,015 
1.936,399 
1,084,500 
3, 947, 113 
1,409,069 


3,500 


Boston 












Oipcinniiti *..... 


96,984 
5,089,308 

87,566 
314,559 


37,456 

3.366.041 

195.604 

465,675 


90,688 


Chioago 


9,404,784 


Saint Inniis 


919,610 


8fkn FrnnoiMO r . . . . 


379,636 













* Commer<aal yean ending August 31. 
All grains f including floury reduced to wheat-huaheU. 





1879. 


1873. 


1874. 




Receipts. 


Shipments. 


Beoeipts. 


Shipments. 


Beoeipts. 


Shipments. 


New York 


89,196,396 
16,701,934 
94, 117, 150 
19. 431, 499 
8,964,398 
89,199,849 
28,895,919 


45,639,358 


99,791,196 
17,445,018 
94, 949, 157 
19, 070, 017 
10,193,997 
100. 179, 101 
97.944,158 


58,654,094 


100^387,983 
17.606.950 
94.695.383 
94.699.l»> 
11,395,8X8 
95.908^041, 
99,757,399 


73^0M.B36 


Boston 




FbiladelpbiA 








Baltimore 


"9,*996,*953' 
8i 077, 888 
93,865,784 


"Toii.'soi' 

99,74«,837 
9j<505,739 




OIncinpftti* 


4,086,275 


Chicago 

Saint Lonis 


84,926,579 
95,953^564 







* Commercial years ending August 31. 



LIVBSTOeK MARKETS. 



NEW YORK. 



The stro&g competition of several western cities, and the exception- 
ally high prices resulting from it^ diverted a considerable portion of the 
usnal live-stock trade of New York to other points, as is sh^own by the 
decreased receipt, daring 1874, of all classes of farnHanimals, except 
beeves, which show a small increase. Commercial journals complained 
of a gross abuse in railroad transportation. Several companies, bv al- 
lowing special low freights to a few live-stock operators, had enabled 
them to practically control the market The business of supplying the 
Eastern markets thus fell, to a considerable extent, into tiie hands of a 
speculating ring, which speedily exhibited a characteristic disregard of 
the public interests. The widest margin of profit was found in the 
transportation of cheap cattle, with which the market was overstocked. 
This system- discouraged both the production and the consumption of 
superior beef, and partially demoralized the cattle trade. The roads in 
the Vanderbilt interest withdrew from this arrangement, and reduced 
the freights somewhat below actual running expenses, making them 
uniform. The other companies were forced to come to tne same terms, 
which, during the latter half of 1874, seem to have been faithfully ob- 
served. Hence the transportation part of the problem has been satis- 
factorily arranged. 

Cattle, — ^For wholesale slaughterers, as well as for retail butchers, the 
cattle trade of 1874 has been worse than for many years. There was a 
serious falling off, both in weight and quality of beeves, the reason for 
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which is given above. Many floandal faUores, some of them quite ex- 
tensive, were cbronided daring the year. Other embarrassments are 
also oomplained ot 

The total number of beeves marketed daring 1874 was 451,033, an 
increase of 11,289 over 1873. The monthly receipts were as follows : 
January, 31,649 ; Febrnary, 30,017 ; March, 36,635: April, 34,314 ; May, 
34,958 ; June, 45,954 ; July, 35,360 ; August, 49,494 : September, 39,257 ; 
October, 45,687; November, 44,263; December, 29,566. The weekly 
average was 8,673 against 8,456 in 1873. The Northwestern States 
considerably reduced their supplies to the New York market. Illi- 
nois furnished 228,320 against 233.460 in 1873 ; Ohio, 24,440, a decline 
of 10,884; Indiana, 12,639, an increase of 1,025 ; Michigan, 1,362, an 
increase of 199. West of the Mississippi, Missouri raised her supply 
from 25,098 to 30,164; Iowa £rom 4,173 to 6,210; Colorado from 488 to 
12,388 ; Kansas declined from 2,792 to 1,120. Nebraska sends her first 
contribution of 271, and Mcmtana hers of 176. Canada declines from 
1,191 to 849. Texas raises her quota from 72,806 to 74,689, but Ken- 
tucky declines from 35,812 to 32,610. Of the States nearer the market. 
New York sends 13,600, ao increase of 686 ; Pennsylvania, 388, an in- 
crease of 110 ; New Jersey, 291, an increase of 173 ; Maryland, 212, an 
increase of 152 ; Virginia, 14,118, an increase of 11,683 ; Tennessee, 286, 
an increase of 176. All the States on the list of 1873 are represented 
in 1874. The receipts of milch-cows amounted to 3,676, a loss of 1,025. 
Of veal calves, 104,719 were received, a decline of 11,296. 

The range of prices of prime beeves per pound, at the close of the first 
week in each month, was as follows : Jannary, 11| to 12J ; February, 
12 to 12| ; March, llf to 12J ; April, 12 to 12^ ; May, 12 to 121 ; June, 
11| to 12 ; July, 11| to 12 ; August, 12^ to m ; September, 12J to 12i j 
October, 12J to 12}: November, 12J to 13}; December, 12} to 12f. 

Cattle-prouucts. — The receipts and shipments of cattle-products at 
New York during four years were as follows : 



1871. 



Articlea. 



i 



S 
a 



1873. 



1873. 



I 



I 



s 

I 



1874. 



S 
I 



164,003 



Beef I»«rrel8. 

Beef tieroes. 

Batter pounds. 

Butter packages . 

Cheese. ....... .ponnds. 

Cheese packages. 1, 467, 633 



709, 473 



45,277 

80,409 

7, 500, 347 



56.505 



170,845.881 



I 



680,686 

i,7i4,'si6 



36,054 

40.085^ 

4, 614, 4S»7j 



39,468 



67,109,248. 



951,932 



41.455 

57,364 

3,566»103 



64,044 



.2.032,289 



88,800,349 



980,853 



S816 
213 
4,611.890 



2,038,240 



04, 102; 050 



Sheep. — ^The receipts of sheep during 1874 were 1,165,653, a decrease 
of 41,062 from those of 1873. The same adverse influences which em- 
barrassed the cattle-trade were noted here also. Wholesale prices were 
too high for a living margin of profits, resulting in great losses in this 
branch of the trade. The average prices of prime sheep at the close of 
the first week in each month were as follows: Jannary, 7} cents per 
pound; February, 72; March, 7J; April, 83; May, 9; JuDe,6|; July, 6; 
August, 6|; September, 5f ; October, 6^; November, 5^; December, 6|. 
The receipts of domestic wool were 76,110 bales, against 98.368 in 1873, 
and 77,693 in 1872. 

fiictfie.— The receipts of swine amounted to 1,774,221, against ^iQ^^SS 



«0 



lUlPOBT OF THE COMMISSIONER OF AGRICULTURE. 



in 1873, a loss of 184,168. The quality and average weight per head of 
the animals received also show a great depreciation. The average 
prices of prime hogs at the close of the first week in each month were 
as follows: January, 5$ cents per pound; Febmary, 6|; March, 6|; 
April, 6|; May, 6: Jane, 6; July. 6|; Aogast, 7i; September, 7 ; Oc- 
tober, 6f ; Novemoer, 6i ; Decemoer, 7|. The average prices for dressed 
hogs ranged from 7| in May to 10 near the close of September. 

Sog-products. — ^The receipts and shipments of leading hog-prodacts 
during three years were Sks follows: 



Artioles. 


1879. 


1873. 


1874. 


Beoeipts. 


SUpments. 


Beceipts. 


Shipments. 


Beoeipts. 


Shipmeats. 


Pork paokases. 

Pork TTbai^lt. 


145,071 


*'"ii8,'i94' 
909"356,*i44' 


186,163 

""iii'Toa' 

"""406,"579' 
31,901 




159,916 

'""335,'7i8* 

"'"386,*973' 
38,088 




197,445 
3i9,"8H80i* 


178,010 
'2»,"496;3i8 


Cat meats paokag^a. 

Cut meats ......... .pouDds. 


331,888 

""'355,'699' 
98,021 


Lard ....tieroes and oarrels. 


Lard ...... V a ........ pounds . 


i73,'736,"353' 


i84,*in«8* 


'i39;9S;i79 











Summary.— The following annual receipts of the above classes of farm- 
animals during seven years will show the remarkable growth of the 
live-stock trade of New York. 



Aw<wiftli|^ 


1863. 


1869. 


1870. 


1871. 


1873. 


1873. 


1874. 


BeeTOs 


993,101 

5,383 

89,935 

1,400,693 

976,511 


395,761 

4,836 

93,984 

1,479.563 

901,308 


356,036 

5,050 

116,457 

1,463,878 

889,695 


380.934 
4,646 

13L937 
1, 33l, 975 
1,334,499 


435,975 
5,089 

115,130 
1,179,518 
1,999,797 


449,744 
4,701 

116,015 
1,906,715 
1,958.389 


4Hao 

S.6T6 

1H71» 

1,165,653 

1,774,221 


Cows 


Calves 


Sheep 


Sirine 





The year 1874 was exceptional in so many points, that comparisons 
with former years should be made with caution. The ascendency of 
New York as a market for this as well as other branches of trade in 
farm-products is contested by Philadelphia and Baltimore, which have 
greatly enlarged their receipts, and it is probable that an increasing 
amount of the trade will be diverted from New York in years to come. 

BOSTON. 

Cattle-products.— The receipts and shipments of barreled beef, butter, 
and cheese for four years were as follows : 



Articles. 


187L 


1873. 


1873. 


1874. 


BBCBira. 
Beef • hurrftla 


97,441 
443,316 

554 
909,487 

131 

8,114 
1,354 
8,594 
8,719 
68 
1,639 


94, 951 
461,917 

98a 
187,484 

139 

7.939 

904 

6,457 

4.796 


31,080 

47i067 

5MS4 

158.094 

79 

9,466 

676 

4,334 

17,867 

2 

068 


ft4,3;6 

991.985 

166 


Batter 

Cheese 


packages.. 

........ .......•••..casks. 


Cheese 


boxes.. 


154,197 
80 


Cheese • 


tAna 


sBiPicBirrs. 
Beef^ foreign .-- - -HurrpU 


7.501 

1,013 

10,090 


Beef ooMtwisex...a. . ^ ^* 


do.... 


Batter 

Cheese, Ibrelgn 


packages.. 

Doxes . . 


Cheese, foreign 


casks.. 


9 


Cheese, coastwise 


boxes.. 


1,923 


• 417 
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The prioes of western mess-beef and extra for ten years ranged as fol- 
lows : 1865, tlO to $26 per barrel ; 1866, $L6 to $24.50 : 1867, $15 to 
$27; 1868, $15.50 to $25; 1869, $10 to $18; 1870, $12 to $19; 1871, $10 
to $18; 1872, $10 to $U; 1873, $8 to $13 ; 1874, $10.50 to $16. Good 
to choice bntter, during 1874, ranged from 28 to 55 cents per pound, 
and common from 15 to 50 ; cheese, common to prime, from 6 to 24. 

Sheep-produeU. — The receipts of domestic wool have shown a remark- 
able increase, aggregating 272,724 bales, against 221,159 in 1873. Bos- 
ton seems to be rapidly concentrating the wool-trade. It is estimated 
that three-qoarters of the Califomia clip finds its way to this market, 
with large proportions of Ohio, Pennsylvania, and northwestern clips. 
The facilities for this trade have been largely increased in the way of 
storage, handling, &a Daring the year prices were very uniform, the 
range per pound being 42 to 65 cents for common western up to choice 
XX and picklock Pennsylvania, Ohio, and Virginia. The bulk of the 
sales was from 53 to 55 cents. In 1873 the extreme range was from 40 
to 70. The imports declined, as compared with those of the fiscal year 
1873, from 36,974,345 lbs. to 16,254,553. The high prices in foreign 
markets explain this decline of importation. The stock of domestic 
wool on hand at the close of the year was 12,738,400 pounds, against 
7,882,000 pounds in 1873 and 3,662,000 pounds in 1872. The surplus of 
foreign wool in 1874 was 1,489,000 pounds, against 7,207,050 pounds in 
1873, and 9,910,000 pounds in 1872. 

Hog-proaucU. — The receipts and shipments of hog-products for four 
years were as follows : 



Articles. 



1871. 



1873. 



1873. 



1874. 



BBdiFia. 

Pork btrrels.. 

Baooo boxes.. 

Hams casks.. 

Hams barrels.. 

Lard tierces.. 

Lard kegs.. 

BBXFKIKTB. 

Baoofii, foreign boxes.. 

Pork, foreign barrels.. 

Pork, eoMtirise do... 

Lard, foreign tierces.. 

Lard. eoMtwiae do... 

Lard, foreign kegs and x>ails.. 

Laxd, coMtwise do... 



39.754 



3,988 

9.961 

37,081 

1,665 



63,913 

4,695 

91,335 

690 

14,758 



36,731 
40.333 
10.300 
5,533 
99,644 
754 



C 107. 408 

\ 97,063 

6,005 

96»515 

508 

13,377 

819 



38,538 
74, 910 
8,889 
7,411 
49.760 
9,814 



996,910 
54,536 
9,831 
47,848 
516 
99,516 
9; 384 



36,586 
64,594 
9.183 
3,448 
9,811 
8,759 



113,408 

33,076 

9,490 

14,199 

336 

15,838 

1,011 



The prices of prime pork ranged from 114 to $22 per barrel during 
1874, against $11.50 to $15.50 in 1873; mess-pork from $16.50 to 
$24.50, against $14 to $18.50 in 1873 ; lard, from 9^ to 16^ cents per 
pound, against 8 to 9f in 1873. 



BUFFALO. 



The receipts of farm-animals during 1874 embraced 504,594 cattle, 
788,800 sheep, 1,431,800 hogs, and 21,936 horses ; the shipments included 
468,921 cattle, 687,000 sheep, 1,258,600 hogs, and 20,736 horses. The 
estimated value of the receipts of cattle, sheep, and hogs, for three 
years, was as follows: 1872, cattle, $28,531,450; sheep, $2,882,053; 
hogs, $14,501,090; total, $45,914, 593. 1873, cattle, $26,889,056; sheep, 
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•4,003,700; hogs, $16,625,000; total, $47,517,706. 1874, caUIe, 
$33,303,204; ekeep, $3,997,380; hogs, $17,181,600: total, $54,482,184. 

Tbe receipts of cattle, sheep, anil hogs for eigateen years were as 
follows : 



Tear. 


CatUe. 


SbMpL 


Hoga. 


TotaL 


1857 


108.903 
i:<4, 073 
103.337 
156,972 
141.929 
129,433 
154.789 
135,797 
912,829 
275,091 
257.872 
265,105 
347,871 
388,057 
384,294 
379,086 
409,738 
504,594 


307.549 
345,731 
189,979 
145,354 
2»;992 
52i97e 
474,849 
155,999 
907,906 
341,560 
939,943 
365,815 
381.450 
961.447 
591,131 
606,748 
733,400 
783,800 


117.168 
92,194 

7a; 619 

85,770 

101,679 

105^671 

91,128 

801,699 

300.014 

958,831 

697.440 

470,978 

894.979 

739.919 

886,014 

1. 450, 109 

1,6«^900 

1,431.800 


983,999 


1858 


57tL968 


1859 M 


386,939 


1860 


388,006 


1861 


48&560 


1862 ....: 


760.090 


1863 


720,766 


1864. ^ 


903^385 


1869 


799,061 


1866 


1,169,489 


1867 


1.106^955 


1868 ^ 


1, 191, 498 


1869 


1,998,593 


1870 , 


1.644,<I8S 


1871 


1.821.439 


1872 


9;43S;943 


1873 


1^809,638 


1874 


2, 710, 194 







The receipts of horses daring seven years were as follows : 1868, 
7,773; 1869, 12,038; 1870, 7,896; 1871,13,319; 1872, 20,786; 1873, 28,336; 
1874, 21,936. 

PHILADELPHIA. 

The annnal receipts of live-stock for eleven years were as follows : 



Year. 


Beerea. 


Cows. 


Hoga. 


Sheep. 


1864 


99,850 

96,450 

190,500 

90,150 

90,400 

99.486 

117, 903 

125,333 

334,850 

165,860 

167,130 


7,990 

6.940 

10,830 

11,464 

9,314 

8.085 

8,835 

11,150 

12.309 

18,405 

18,010 


140,400 
136,300 
128.500 
175,500 
191.900 
176.200 
189.500 
199.610 
210.376 
344,300 
339,590 


995.000 
306.000 
919.000 
366.500 
417.800 
936.500 
689,900 


1865 


1866 


1867 


1868 


1869 


1870 


1871 


790.900 
749,500 


1872 


1873 


756,750 


1874 


797,040 





Live-Stock products, — ^The receipts of butter daring three years were 
as follows: 1872, 367,140 packages ; 1873, 457,873 packages; 1874,510,344 
packages. Wool: 1872, 191,370 bales ; 1873, 261,426 bales ; 1874, 269,366 
bales. Dressed hogs: 1872, 87,312; 1873, 86,874; 1874, 80,344. Lard: 
1872, 192,360 packages; 1873, 251,834 packages; 1874, 284,770 pack- 
ages. Eggs: 1872, 302,400 packages; 1873, 385,453 packages; 1874, 
414,340 packages. 

BALIIMOBE. 

Cattle. — ^The annual receipts of cattle for eight years were as follows : 
1867, 55,713 head; 1868, 75,891; 1869, 91,000; 1870, 89,021; 1871, 
88,386; 1872, 92,292; 1873, 94,664; 1874, 130,946. Of the receipts of 
1874, 45,640 were taken by Baltimore batchers ; 6,000 by the batchers 
of Washington, Annapolis, and other neighboring cities and towns ; 
22,000 were taken for stock-cattle in York, Oarroll, and Baltimore Coun- 
ties, Maryland ; 20,000 were purchased by northern speculators. The 
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average price, per cental, daring 1874, was aboat $5 ; 1873, $5.10; 1872, 
$5.20 ; 1871, $5.54. The monthly range of prices per cental on the 15th 
of each month of 1874 was as follows : 



Month. 


Common to £iir. 


Good to prime. 


▲yenge. 


Jadiumt' ..«...• •. 


13 00 to $4 00 
3 50 to 4 37 
3 50 to 450 

3 50 to 4 75 

4 50 to 5 00 
490 to 585 
4 37 to 5 00 
3 50 to 4 85 
3 8S to 3 75 
350 to 4 35 
3 85 to 4 85 
3 00 to 4 85 


$4 85 to f7 00 
500 to 7 00 
550tO 785 
985 to 637 
537 to 7 85 
6 18 to 6 90 
550 to 663 
5 50 to 650 
9 00 to 690 
5 18 to 6 50 
5 90 to 6 75 
5 37 to 6 75 


•5 18 


FftbroaJry 


5 35 


irn»h ' , rr. 


5 50 


April 


6 00 


mK: ...™..™.!"i:: ::"!." 


6 35 


j™ :::;::::::;::::::::::;:;;;:;;;;:;:::::;;;:;:::::::: 


5 87 


Jnly 


4 63 


Xagtwt 

Stptamber 


4 50 
4 00 


October • 


4 50 


Noronber 


4 37 


December 


4 18 







Atrtiie.^-The trade in this class of farm-animals has declined consider- 
ably in volnme dnring the last two years. The receipts for five years 
were as foUows: 1870, 300,000; 1871, 307,436; 1872, 400,874; 1873, 
392,734; 1874, 357,547. The late decline is attribated, by commercial 
aathorities, to the high prices of hogs in the West. Prices hare raled 
high in the Baltimore market, especially during the last six months of 
1874, as may be seen from the following table showing the comparative 
prices per cental of hogs on the 15th of each month of the pa^t three 
years: 



HoDth. 



1879. 



1673. 



1874. 



Febnuiy., 

Karcb 

Ainll 

M*y 

Jaae 

July , 

Angnet — 
September 
October ... 
Korember, 
December. 



16 00 to 97 35 
6 50 to 7 36 
6 50 to 
600 to 
550 to 

5 75 to 

6 00 to 

6 50 to 

7 35 to 
6 50 to 
5 75 to 
500 to 



7 85 
6 75 
6 50 
6 35 

6 50 

7 25 
7 50 
7 00 
6 50 
5 50 



$5 50 to 96 00 
635 to 6 85 
7 00 to 
7 50 to 
700 to 
6 85 to 

6 75 to 

7 85 to 
6 75 to 

6 00 to 
5 35 to 

7 00 to 



7 75 

8 50 
7 37 
7 35 
7 85 
7 50 
7 85 
7 00 

6 00 

7 50 



$7 50 
7 37 
700 
7 50 
700 

7 50 

8 50 
8 00 

8 00 

9 50 

8 35 

9 00 



to 17 87 
to 8 75 
to 7 87 
to 8 37 
to 800 
to 885 
to 9 85 
to 10 50 
to 10 50 
to 9 75 
to 9 00 
to 9 50 



The weight of receipts of live hogs at Baltimore, was 124,158,000 ponnds 
in 1874, against 111,568,000 in 1873, and about 100,000,000 in 1872. 
All the receipts of 1874 were slaaghtered in the city, but an unascer- 
tained portion of the products was exported. If these figures, taken 
from the statement of the Baltimore trade for 1874, by the Baltimore 
Journal of Commerce, are correct, the average weight of the receipts of 
that year was 347 pounds per head, against 284 pounds in 1872. This 
increase of 63 pounds per head is remarkable, considering the very great 
reduction in the average weight of hogs received at leading points in 
the Western States. 

Hog producU. — ^The heavy demand for pork, lard, &c. at the South 
caused prices, during 1874, to rule high. The foreign export trade in 
lard has increased very rapidly of late. The annual exports of six years 
were as follows: 1869. 1,864,140 pounds; 1870,1,791,360; 1871,4,876,760; 
1872, 12,622,649; 1873, 11,606,004; 1874, 11,129,969. The price of 
tierce*]ard rose mm 9 j- cents per pound at the beginning of the year to 
14} in August, closing at 14 in December, the quotations representing the 
15th of each month. Mess pork opened at $16.50 per barrel, rose to 
822.50 in October, and closed at $21. The maximum of 1873 was $18.50 
in May; of 1872, $17 in November. ^.^.^.^^^ by i^OOgle 
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dNCINNATI. 

Cattle. — ^The cattle-trade of Cincinnati daring the oommercial year 
ending Angnst 31, 1874, showed a very great enlargement | the receipts 
increiMCd 33 per cent, and the shipments 49 per cent. This increase of 
business is attributed to the opening of the United Railroads Stx)ck- 
yards. This enterprise, by affording facilities for the reception and 
marketing of animals, has attracted trade from a wider region of country 
and in larger rolume. The drought prevailing in regions tributary to 
the Cincinnati market, by cutting off supplies of grain and grass, com- 
pelled the. marketing of many cattle in inferior condition, but the gen- 
eral average is probably equal to that of the preceding year. The 
increased railroad communications with Texas brought a better class of 
animals from that region, the stock arriving in shorter time and in 
better condition. The demand both for consumption and shipment was 
better than during the previous year. Prices were affected by the 
panic, but the reaction was prompt, making the average equal to that 
of the previous year; lower-grade natives and Texans ruled lower, bat 
the difference was made up in the better class of animals on sale. 

The annual receipts, shipments, and average prices of prime beef- 
cattle during seventeen commercial years were as follows : 



Year. 




(SiupIBflOtB* 


Anniua BTengtt 
prieeaperoeotal 
of pTine beores. 


1857-58 


99,566 

43,100 
43,18S 
40,585 
37,004 
31,915 
39,1591 
54,434 
79,503 
91.946 
87,459 
107, 813 
107, 167 
185,771 
169,885 
149.099 
199,496 


17,115 
33,615 
90.808 
19,357 
93,467 
1«,739 
14,903 
19,070 
31.300 
43,079 
43,315 
40.185 
54.681 
53,978 
76,866 
53,385 
79,551 


$3 78 


1858-'59 


4 88 


185^'«0 


3 90 


1860-'61 


3 30 


leei-'ea 


3 94 


186a-'63 


3 96 


1863-'64 


5 74 


1864-'65 


7 45 


lM5-'66 


7 55 


1866-'67 


7«7i 
7 97 


1867-68 - 


ie68-'69 


5691 
5 85 


186»-'70 


187a-'7l 


5 051-5 


1871- 7S 


4 73i 


187«-'73 


4 991-6 


1873-'74 


4 98 







The comparative prices, per cental gross, of all grades of cattle at 
the close of each of the last four commercial years were as follows : 



GntdM. 


187»-'71. 


1871-'79. 


ISTa-TS. 


1873-'74. 


Sxtrft, sbippionf 


14 75 to $4 50 
3 50 to 495 
300 to 395 
995to 350 


15 50 to $6 00 
4 75 to 5 95 
300 to 350 
350 to 300 


•5 00 to .... 
450 tof4 75 
395 to 375 
900to 950 


♦5 75 to .... 
5 95 to $5 50 


Extnk, batohen' 


Fair 7. 


3 00 to 4 00 


Common. .» 


1 <» to 975 







Cattle 'products. — Butter : The butter-trade during the last commercial 
year was very satisfactory, and the quality of the receipts was con- 
stantly improving. The butter made by cheese-manufacturers was 
especially ^ood. ''The butter year" commenced in May with reduced 
stocks, ana an active demand at good prices. As the season advanced 
large quantities were sent to New York for home consumption and 
foreign shipment. All grades commanded improved prices, but the 
lower grades showed the greatest advance on account or the high price 
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of lard. The great enhancement of ralaes daring the last two years is 
somewhat puzzling to market-men. Choice Central Ohio opened at 21 
cents per pound, and gradually rose to 39 cents, with a subsequent 
decline on the approach of hot weather to 18 cents ; the average was 27 
cents, against 23.5 cents the previous year. The receipts and shipments 
are given very indefinitely in barrels, kegs, and firkins, in such a way aa 
to render a comparison of actual quantities entirely impracticable. The 
annual average prices per pound of choice Central Ohio for eleven years 
were as follows: 1863-'64, 29 cents; 1864-'65, 35 cents; 1865-*66, 36^ 
cents; 186ft-'67, 26} cents; 1867-'68, 36} cents; 1868-'69, 32| cents; 
1869-70, 28} cents; 1870-71, 24f cents; 1871-72, 20| cents ; 1872-73, 
23^ cents; 1873-74, 27 cents. 

Cheese. — ^The cheese-trade of Cincinnati shows a decline of both 
receipts and shipments. The tendency of retail dealers to purchase 
directly of the manufacturer has become more marked and visible. The* 
receipts of 1874 amounted to 181,685 boxes, against 207,847 boxes the 
previous year, a decline of 12} per cent.; the shipments were 127,689* 
boxes, against 145,360 in the previous year, a decrease of 12 per cent. 
The improvement of quality since the inauguration of the factory sys- 
tem over large portions of the country is becoming more evident every 
year. Prices of factory-cheese opened in September at 13}, and rose 
gradually to their maximum, 17}, in the middle of March, but fell to 13 
in August. The annual average prices per pound of factory-cheese for 
five commercial years were as follows: 1869-70, 17 cents; 1870-71, 13| 
cents; 1871-72, 14 J cents; 1872-73, 14} cents; 1873-74, 14| cents. 
The ^^ cheese year" commences about May 1. It is to be desired that 
the quantities should be stated in pounds or in some definite multiple 
of pounds, as the term boxes represents a variable quantity. 

Hides. — ^The receipts of the last commercial year were 161,192 pieces 
and 172,999 pounds, valued at $1,308,565, against 139,387 pieces and 
211,863 pounds, worth $1,278,847, received during the previous year. 
The shipments of the last year were 103,293 pieces and 86,238 pounds, 
valued at $681,321, against 93,085 pieces and 190,107 pounds, valued at 
$734,913, shipped the previous year. These figures represent only what 
came by river, rail, and canal, and leave out of view the immense num* 
ber supplied by the city, butchers and neighboring farmers. 

Sheep. — ^The receipts and shipments of sheep for eleven commercial 
years were as follows : 



Te«n. 



Beoeipta. 



Shipments. 






35,t93 
47,083 
73»399 
01,967 
73,097 
117, 548 
90,905 
134.893 
187.589 
131,633 
940,161 



4.077 
5,815 
13, in 
94.059 
19,809 
31.353 
35.581 
51. 109 
68,541 
69,755 
101,975 



Tbe increased trade of the last commercial year is attributed largely 
to the improved facilities for handling this kind of live stock. The en- 
largement of the receipts over 82 per cent., and of shipments, over 62 per 
cent, shows a large commercial demand, but a still larger for home 
consumption. It is remarkable that while a large portion of the cattle 
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receipts had deteriorated in qaalityfrom the previons year, sheep 
showed an improvement. Stock-men acoonnt for this upon the ground 
that sheep were fed upon the more nutritive short grasses. The demand 
was good all through the year, at fair prices. Opening at $3.50 per 
cental, prime sheep attained their maximum, $6.25 per cental, in the 
middle of May, but again receded to 83 ; average for the year $4.50, 
against $4.76| the previons year. 

Sheep products. — Wool : The receipts and shipments of wool for eleven 
years were as follows : 



Yean. 


Receipts. 


Shipments. 


Years. 


Beceipta. 


Shipments. 


186^*64 


BaUs. 
14,005 
11, 014 
17,099 
15,490 
11,851 
13,827 


Balea. \ 
12,913 , 
13, 953 1 
15,670 1 


1869-'70 


Bales, 
11,971 
16,798 
11,089 
9.913 
17,793 


Bales. 
15.653 


1864-*05 


18I0-'7l 


19.439 


1865-'00 


1871-'79 


19,177 


166&-'6T 


13,995 
19, 461 . 
15,058 


1879-'73 


10,657 


1867-68 


1873-'74 


14,743 


1868-'60 











KoTE.~SiDce 1655 the shipments hate been rednped to bales averaging abont 100 pounds. 



At the opening of the last commercial year there was a good demand 
for wools, which the financial panic affected only partially. Stocks were 
small and in strong hands, which prevented a great demoralization in 
prices, thongh for the first few months business was dull. An active 
demand sprang up in January, and prices regained their former figures. 
The new clip came in during May from 2 to 5 cents per pound cheaper 
than its predecessor. New tub-washed commanded 45 cents per pound ; 
unwashed manufacturing, 30 cents ; unwashed combing, 38 cents. The 
new clip passed off very rapidly, being mostly In the hands of dealers 
and manufacturers, by the middle of July. Tub-washed wool rose to 52 
cents in August, unwashed manufacturing to 34 cents, and unwashed 
combinjg to 40 cents. The manufactaring interest manifested a par- 
tiality ror unwashed wool. Oombing wools are in increased demand. 
The higher prices of the raw material were maintained in spite of 
declining prices for woolen fabrics, which greatly curtailed their pro- 
duction. 

Swine. — ^The receipts, shipments, and values of live hogs at Cincinnati, 
during the last five commercial years, were as follows : 



1869-'70. 



1870-71. 



1871-'79. 



1879-'T3. 



l873-'74. 



Beoelpts 

Value of receipts ... 

Value per head 

Shipments 

Value of shipments. , 
Value per head 



484,894 
"47,"534" 



650,935 

$10,414,960 00 

116 00 

69,171 

•994,736 00 

•16 00 



1, 015, 885 

•19, 895, 548 00 

$19 09 

159.390 

•9, Olfi, 999 00 

•19 00 



1, 119, 489 

•19, 169, 709 00 

•10 90 

965,385 

•8, 183, 080 00 

•8 00 



l,i«,707 

•14, 569, 191 00 

•13 00 

990,094 

•3,191.034 00 

•11 00 



Packers entered upon their campaign of 1873-'74 with caution, as 
there were indications of another large hog-crop. The season opened 
at $3.75 to $3.95 per cental gross for good hogs, against $4.15 to $4.25 
at the beginning of the previous year. At the close of December, 1873, 
prices had receded to $3.60 ^ $3.67^, but rose again in February to 
^ ^ $6. The average paid by packers was $4.68, against $3.92 the 
previous year. After a season of much anxiety and vicissitude, the 
market dosed at prices satisfactory to packers. 
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The total number of hogs packed in Cincinnati, with their average 
weight and yield of lard per head, daring fourteen commercial years, 
were as follows : 





Average freight per 
head. 


Average yield of lard 
per head. 


1. 


i 

h 

1 


Tear. 


Groes 


Net 
poauds. 


All sorts— 
poanda. 


Leaf and 
trimminge— 
poauda. 


ltf59-'60 




189 

321. 3 

334.7 

303 

188.88 

361.13 

238.54 

333.38 

310. 18 

314.36 

336.33 

239.07 

331.36 




83 

88.54 

89.88 

31.85 

3.3.16 

84.30 

33.58 

30.5 

85.19 

35.16 

37.18 

31.3 

39.6 


434,499 
433,799 
474,467 
608,457 
370,633 
350,600 
354,079 
463.610 
366, S31 
356,555 
337,330 
481.560 
630,301 
626,305 
581,353 




ie>G0-'61 








I«l-fl9 








1^6^*63 








I?>e3~*94 








1864-'65 








ii'^fis-^ee 








1966-'67 








ia67-'«8 








ld6a.'eQ 








ia69-'70 








ld70-'7l 

Id71-T« 


396.8 
389.3 
304.9 
280.7 


4^63 
41.03 
45.67 
39.7 


'i4'36.'4 
3 93.3 


IST'i-'TS 


ii7Z~i4 







4 58. 8 











The number of hogs packed in the last commercial year decreased 
45,252, or 7.19 per cent. The total weight was 190,958,316 pounds, a 
decrease of 27,770,301 pounds, or 12^ per cent. The average gross weight 
per head was 280.75, a decrease of 24.14 pounds, or 8 per cent. The 
aggregate yield of lard was 23,076,785 pounds, a decrease of 5,528,092 
l)oaDds, or 19 per cent. The average yield of lard per head was 39.7 
pounds, a decrease of 5.97 pounds, or 13 per cent. The aggregate cost 
of the hogs packed was $7,477,947, a decrease of 1 14,083, while the 
average cost per head rose from $3.93.3 to 84.58.2. The pork-product 
embraced 27,204 barrels of mcvss, a decrease of 5,397 barrels, or 16 per 
cent.; 941 barrels of prime mess, an increase of 463 barrels, or 97 per 
cent.; 75 barrels of clear pork, a decrease of 95 barrels, or 56 per cent.; 
2,534 barrels of rump, a decrease of 40 barrels. 

Hog-products. — ^The receipts during the last commercial year, of pork 
and bacon in all forms, were valued at $3,131,719, against $3,731,375 in 
1872-'73 ; $3,682,572 in 1871-'72 ; and $2,628,931 in 1869-70. The ag- 
gregate value of the shipments of the last commercial year was $14,- 
536,289, against $15,536,289 in 1872-73; $12,981,151 in 1871-72; and 
$9,114,278 in 1870-71. ' The packages being of various sizes it is im- 
possible to give the actual quantities of pork and bacon marketed at 
this point. The same is true of lard, of which the receipts of l<573-74 
were valued at $1,532,901, against $1,288,247 in 1872-73 ; $1,277,355 in 
1871-72 ; and $1,557,989 in 1870-71. The shipments of lard in 1873-74 
were worth $4,062,932, against $3,504,851 in 1872-73; $3,531,327 in 
1871-72 ; and $5,563,564 in 1870-71. 

CHICAGO. 

The live-stock receipts of Chicago during 1874 reached an agj^regate 
valae of $103,266,760, an inciease of $11,945,598 over 1873. Of this 
sara, $1,758,800 represented the horse- trade; $35,868,455 the cattle- 
trade; $63,875,685 the hog- trade; $1,354,620 the sheep-trade. These 
figures justify the statement that Chicago has become the greatest live- 
stock market in the world. . 
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Horses. — ^The receipts and shipments of horses for two years were as 
follows : 



Month. 


1873. 


1874. 


Receipts. 


Shipments. 


Receipts. 


Shipmeots. 


January 


627 

3.135 

4.353 

3,913 

3,666 

2,737 

1,104 

1.073 

1,340 

779 

422 

340 


467 

1.978 

3.909 

3,801 

3,663 

8,276 

984 

1.002 

1,354 

609 

370 

327 


688 

3,538 

3,838 

3.739 

1.603 

1,807 

804 

853 

838 

1,251 

433 

306 


614 


Februar V . ... ......... 


2.376 


March 


3. 6») 


Anril 


2, 672 


^y. ;::::::::;::::::;:::::::::::::;;:.::....: 


1,607 


June 


1.508 


July 


8:» 


August 


760 


September ... ............ 


883 


October 


1,223 


November , 


256 


Decemlwr r m.^.T r , t^wT-r-v - 


185 






Total 


30.389 


18,540 


17,588 


16, 60S 







The total value of the horses received in 1874, $1,758,800, against 
$2,028,902 in 1873, a decline of $270,102. The falling off from the liigh 
figures of the previous year is ascribed to the cessation of the extra de- 
mand for horses growing out of the ravages of epizooty two years ago. 
The losses from that cause having been measurably supplied, the trade 
has receded to its normal dimensions. 

Cattle. — The monthly receipts and shipments of cattle during four 
years were as follows : 



Month. 


1871. 


1872. 


1873. 


1874. 


Receipts. Shipments. 


Receipts, i Shipments. 


Receipts. 


Shipments. 


Receipte. 


ShipmentSL 


January . . . 
February . . 

March 

April 

M^y 

June 

July 

August 

September . 
October.... 
November . 
December.. 


30.708 
43. 2<i9 
44, 752 
48, 144 
59. 217 
52. 564 
50.041 
50.583 
53, 175 
37, 981 
42,781 
29.805 


16, 639 
38, 782 
39, 578 

43. 522 
49, 455 

44, 637 
39,754 
36. 007 
38. 528 
22, 759 
20,378 
21,393 


44,990 
41,087 
S:i, 170 
58, 393 
71, 700 
63. 449 
58. 439 
64.463 
66,744 
04, 957 
55.884 
40.799 


33,047 
36, 146 
43. 705 
52, 474 
67. 039 
52, 335 
41, 928 
47,211 
43. 179 
34, 3*8 
32, 468 
26, 105 


50,520 
45, 019 
63.836 

84, 249 
81. 602 

85. .-WO 
73.207 
67.731 
65. 3M4 
63, 845 
37, 712 
42, 93.) 


30.564 
35,509 
56,477 
68, 531 
80.361 
68,818 
54.505 
49,726 
44, 301 
34, 162 
83.351 
27,976 


59,438 
53.775 
72, 542 
77. 346 
77,373 
89.274 
65,118 
73,308 
73. 761 
85,193 
65,530 
52.308 


44,771 
43.719 
59.935 
66,733 
7-2,993 
68, 72^ 
48.299 
50,541 
45 854 
50.161 
37.643 
33.552 


Total.... 


543, 050 


401, 927 


684, 075 ' 510, 025 | 761, 428 


574, 181 


843, 966 


622, 9i3 



The above figures show an increase of receipts during 1874 of 82,538, 
and of shipments of 48,748, or lOf per cent, of the former and 8J per cent, 
of the latter. The increase in receipts was larger than the increase of 
the previous year, but that of shipments was smaller, showing that an 
increased percentage of the receipts is either consumed in the city or 
made into beef for export. The gross value of the cattle received during 
1874 was estimated at $35,868,455, against $35,264,260 in 1873 and 
$41,000,000 in 1872. The increase in gross value is in smaller propor- 
tion than in the number of receipts, showing a decline in the market 
value of beeves, which is still more perceptible by comparing the oper- 
ations of 1874 with those of 1872, Prices of native cattle, exclusive of 
fancy holiday beeves, have ranged from $1.50 to $7.76 per cental ; the 
range of 1873 was from $1.50 to $7. The year closed upon an active 

Digitized by LjOOQIC 



REPORT OF THE STATISTICIAN. 



99 



and stroDg market, with a prospect that fat cattle would continae to 
demand high prices. 

Cattle-products. — Beef: The receipts of barreled beef during 1874 
were 27,885 barrels, against 7,158 in 1873, and 14,512 in 1872. The ship- 
ments of 1874 were 71,215 barrels, against 33,938 in 1873, and 30,911 in 
1872. 

Tallow : Receipts in 1874, 6,584,793 pounds,- 1873, 8,406,823 pounds; 

1872, 6,019,606 pounds. Shipments in 1874, 7,690,098 pounds; 1873, 
11,574,813 pounds ; 1872, 5,812,527 pounds. 

Butter and cheese: The butter-trade shows a continued enlargement 
indicating a healthy growth of dairy industry in the Northwest. The 
receipts of 1874 were 25,573,309 pounds; 1873, 22,283,765 pounds; 1872, 
14,574,777 pounds. The shipments of 1874 were 16,295,253 pounds; 

1873, 12,851,303 pounds; 1872, 11,497,537 pounds. The market reports 
show higher average prices and readier sales in 1874 than previously. 
The improved quality of western butter is attracting the attention of 
buyers for foreign markets. During the summer and fall large pur- 
chases were made for direct shipment to Europe. The improved quality 
of western cheese is attested by the fact that the bulk of what is sent 
from this market branded "New York factory," is made in Illinois. 
Only experienced judges are able to detect the misrepresentation. The 
sale of eastern cheese is decreasing. ^^-wij 

Hides: The receipts of 1874 were 49,830,057 pounds, against 36,885,- 
241 pounds in 1873, and 32,387,995 pounds in 1872. The shipments of 
1874 were 47,089,243 pounds; 1873,30,725,408 pounds; 1872,28,959,292 
pounds. 

Sheep: The monthly receipts and shipments of sheep during four 
years were as follows : 



Month. 


187L 


1878. 


1873. 


1874. 


Eeoeipts. 


Shipmenta. 


Beoeipta 


Shipments. 


Beoeipta. 


Shipmenta. 


Beceipts. 


Shipmente. 


JftDQary... 
February .. 

March 

April 

Miy 

Jane 

July 

Aaenet 

September 
October.... 
XoTember . 
December.. 


35,111 
43,6(W 
42, 213 
23.379 
93,337 
23.667 
19,022 
25.471 
27,732 
18,632 
19, 144 
15.737 


17, 576 
25,512 
29. 321 
13,084 
8.577 
6,496 
5,214 
6,917 
7,264 
4.397 
3,697 
7,029 


42,069 
41,803 
38,170 
24, 771 
16,389 
13,776 
13, 819 
18, 777 
22,452 
48,290 
24.343 
25,552 


23,235 
25.348 
29,495 
17. 328 
5,945 
3,493 
2.471 
3.937 
5,622 
7,349 
7,417 
13. 376 


39, 751 
37,729 
31,061 
75, 570 
21, 030 
2<). 26-2 
17, 697 
19.921 
16, 794 
27,871 
18,506 
17, 042 


20.787 

24,728 

23,020 

12, 798 

8.653 

5,506 

784 

1.152 

1,975 

5,472 

4.566 

5,794 


29,173 
41,586 
34.866 
a?, 100 
20,218 
17,538 
16,a35 
21,916 
23.268 
30,837 
30,765 
46,353 


15, 621 

27,545 

26, 630 

19,233 

11,319 

5.501 

2,991 

6,879 

6,768 

11,657 

14,229 

32,182 


Totol.... 


317. 053 


135,068 


310,211 


145, 016 


291, 734 


115.235 


338,655 


180,555 



The receipts of 1874 show an increase of 46,921, while the previous 
years show a decrease from the receipts of 1872. The total value of 
the receipts of 1874 is estimated at $1,354,020, against $875,000 in 1873, 
and $950,000 in 1872. The increase in value in 1874 was nearly 55 percent., 
while in numbers received but 16 per cent., showing a rising market for 
this class of animals. A greater steadiness of prices, with only limited 
fluctuations, is the most prominent feature of the year's business. The 
extreme range of the market was from $1.50 per cental for ^< scalawags ^ 
to $8 for extra. 

Sheep products— Wool— The receipts of 1874 were 36.267,191 pounds; 
1873, 34,486,858 pounds ; 1872, 28,181,509 pounds. The shipments of 
1874 were 38,117,931 pounds; 1873, 32,715,453 pounds; 1872, 27,720,089 
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pounds. The market was nearly stripped of old wool when the clip of 
1874 came in. In spite of the great depression of the wool-manufactnring 
interest, the great bulk of the clip was speedily purchased by Eastern 
dealers, who also purchased from first hands a large amount that would 
otherwise have been marketed at Chicago. It is questioned whether 
there is wool enough left in the West to supply the western wool-fac- 
tories till the next clip comes in. The western clip was smaller than 
that of 1873, but of good quality. Prices also reached a higher average. 
Swine, — ^The monthly receipts and shipments of swine for four years 
were as follows : 



Months. 



January ■ . . 
Jebmaiy . . 

March 

April 

May. 

Jane 

July 

Anfcnat .... 
September . 
Ootober . . . . 
November . 
December.. 



Total 2,380,083 



1971. 



300,697 
139,342 
97,056 
7l,«32 
137,521 
197, 499 
165,831 
118.975 
164, 749 
161, 919 
386,766 
456,831 



09 



96,530 

47,794 

75,387 

63,086 

111,594 

166, 513 

134, 391 

98,167 

195,561 

131, 370 

113, 643 

67,490 



1,162,286 



1879. 



1873. 



1874. 



361.935 
268,936 
170, 785 
169. 149 
965,ie59 
954,714 
919,030 
219,406 
914,728 
929,304 
373,963 
513. 114 



3, 252, 623 



78,877 
104,668 
144.909 
145, 151 
196. 451 
906,940 
172,934 
198, 077 
186, 010 
175,941 
139.381 

95.195 



1,835,594 



i 



561,245 
878,760 
871,626 
999,903 
961,361 
945,860 
944.550 
934,145 
239,519 
395,716 
616.301 
665,771 



4. 337, 750 



95,937 
163,140 
994,194 
995, 715 
917, 914 
189,586 
901,689 
188,776 
191.941 
106,569 
156,996 
146, 577 



8,197,557 



457,088 
303,341 
938,728 
311, 945 
398.838 
310, 072 
931. 416 
905,904 
961.123 
350.819 
797,407 
531,705 



4.258,379 



e 



146, 435 
lSi,9f>0 
209.317 
845.945 
965.140 
938.396 
183.450 
147,355 
168,698 
849.350 
903.437 
119,998 



9,330.361 



The receipts fell off 79,371, but the increase of 1873 was so enormous 
that some decline might reasonably have been expected, as the States 
supplying this market are reported as short 1,000,000 of bogs, compared 
with 1873. The shipments, however, increased 132,804. The aggregate 
value of the receipts is estimated at $63,885,685, against $53,153,000 in 
1873, and $33,500,000 in 1872. This shows a larger trade than for 
several years. The year opened with quotations of $4.75 to $5.60, and 
after several fluctuations rose to $6.50 and $7.75 at the end of November. 
The average weight of hogs received during the year was 218 i)ound8. 
The monthly average weight per head during three years was as follows: 



Month. 



Jannary... 
February . 

March 

April 

May 

Jane 

July 

August 

September 
October... 
November. 
December. 



1879. 



Poundg. 



927| 

9x5| 

223 

927^ 

934 

9.331 

25?^ 

964i 

972 

S83i 



1873. 



1874. 



Pounds. 



991i 

913 

917| 

930 

231f 

23S| 

941 3>5 

959^ 

267| 

270i 



Poundt. 
9591 
9111 
9011 
1971 
1991 
906710 
207910 



89lf 
844 

85:4 



During 1874 each monthly average shows a decrease from the previ- 
ous year, ranging from 15J pounds in April to 58J pounds in February. 
The average decrease for the year was 27 pounds, creating a deficiency 
of 114,976,233 pounds, equal to the aggregate weight of 527,413 hogs, 
of the stanaard of 1874. 
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Sicine products. — The total number of hog^A packed iu 1874 was 
2,040,500, against 2,050,000 iu 1873, and 1,203,000 in 1872. 

Por*.— Receipts of 1874, 40,381 barrels; 1873, 43,758; 1872, 121,023. 
Shipments of 1874, 233,764 barrels; 1873,191,144; 1872,208,664. These 
figures show an increasing proportion of hogs received packed in the 
city. Prices rose from $14.30 to $14.40 per barrel at the beginning of 
the year, with some fluctuations, to $24.50 in September, but receded 
subsequently to $17.50. 

iard.— Receipts of 1874, 21,896,420 pounds; 1873,26,671,425; 1872, 
19,911,797. Shipments of 1874, 81,893,387 pounds; 1873, 89,847,680; 
1872, 86,040,785. Prices rose from $8.40 ^ $8.50 per cental, at the be- 
ginniug of the year, to $14.75, closing at $13.10. 

Cut^meats.— Receipts of 1874, 49,226,300 pounds; 1873, 63,782,954; 
1872, 48,256,615. Shipments of 1874, 270,528,435 pounds; 1873, 
342,986,021 ; 1872, 245,288,404. 

Summary. — The annual receipts of cattle, hogs, and sheep during 
nine years since the establishment of the Union Stock- Yards were as 
follows : 



Year. 


Cattle. 


Hogs. 


Sheep. 


Total. 


iae6 


393,604 
3i7,650 
324, 524 
403,103 
512,964 
543,050 
684, 075 
761, 428 
813,966 


933,233 
J. 606, 680 
1,706,7^2 
1, 661. 869 
1, 693, 158 
2,380.083 
3,252,623 
4.337,750 
4,258,379 


909,420 
180,888 
270, 875 
340,072 
349,855 
317,053 
310, 211 
291,734 
336,645 


1,535,257 
2,115,227 


1887 


1&68 


2,302.181 


1869 


2,405,043 


ICTO 


2, 575, 977 


1871 


3, 240, 186 


18TO 


4, 246. 909 


1873 


5, 390, 912 


1874 


5, 440. 990 







SAINT LOUIS. 

Cattle. — The cattle-trade of Saint Louis exhibits a large increase over 
last year, the receipts amounting to 260,925 head, and the shipments to 
276,771 head. The annual receipts for the last ten calendar years were 
as follows: 1865, 94,307; 1866, 103,259; 1867, 74,746; 1868, 115,352; 
1869, 124,565; 1870, 201,422; 1871, 199,527; 1872, 263,404; 1873, 
280,773; 1874,360,925. 

The highest and lowest prices of all grades, for each month of the 
last four years, were as follows : 



Months. 



1871. 



1872. 



1873. 



1874.* 



Jaooary .. 
FebTaary.. 

Maroh 

April 

May 

Jane 

July 

August — 
September. 
October... 
Norerober 
December 



$2 50 
2 no 

2 75 to 

3 75 to 

2 62| to 

3 00 to 
200 
1 75 
125 

1 50 

2 25 
1 50 



to 96 35 
to 6 50 
6 5(» 
6 50 
6 60 
6 75 
500 
500 
4 75 

4 50 

5 00 
4 75 



$3 25 
325 
3 50 

3 50 

4 37| 
2 50 
1 75 
1 75 
1 75 
1 25 
1 50 
1 37i 



to e-*^ 50 
to 5 75 
6 75 
6 75 
6 50 
6 50 
6 50 
6 35 

5 75 

6 00 
6 00 
5 75 



$1 50 
1 50 
1 .50 

1 75 

2 00 
1 75 
1 75 
1 75 
1 50 
1 40 
1 25 
1 25 



to ttf 00 

to 6 00 

6 37i 

6 62^ 

6 134 

6 00 

5 60 

6 50 
5.10 
5 00 
5 00 
5 00 



|l 50 
1 50 

1 75 
S 00 

2 75 
2 00 

1 25 

2 00 
1 90 
1 75 
1 00 
1 75 



to 16 50 
to 625 
6 00 
6 25 
6 00 
6 25 
6 25 



6 00 
5 75 
5 75 
5 50 
5 75 



* The prices of 1874 represent only the first of tLe month ; those of the other year* are the maxima 
and miBlma for the whole month. 

Cattle products — Butter. — The total receii)ts for 1874 amounted to 
74,937 packages, against 64,607 in 1873, and 51,259 in 1872. It is to be 
regretted that no accurate records of the trade are kept by any com- 
mercial aathority which would enable us to determine the receipts and 



shipments in pounds. The term ^^ packages " has i^^ig^lfytjs^ii 
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as it represents no definite quantity. The only general statement that 
can be hazarded is that the trade is rapidly increasing, though we are 
unable to state the rate of increase, a point very desirable in the statis- 
tical study of our agricultural resources. Prices ranged a little higher 
in 1874 than the previous year, the quotations for prime to choice being 
from 20 to 42 cents per pound, against 14 to 40 cents in 1873. 
In 1874 the minimum and maximum were in June and March, respect- 
ively ; in 1873 they were in June and Ai)ril. 

Cheese. — ^The receipts of cheese during 1874 were 80,579 boxes, against 
58,790 in 1873, and 84,345 in 1872. This branch of trade has steadily 
increased from domestic sources of supply during the past year. The 
large area of fine dairy lands in Missouri is being brought into requisi- 
tion to supply the Saint Louis market, a movement stimulated, doubt- 
less, by the short receipts of Eastern cheese in 1873. The lack of a 
common unit of quantity is likewise felt in stating the volume of the 
cheese-trade. If the receipts could be stated in pounds, it would greatly 
facilitate the aims of statistical inquiry. The prices of Ohio factory 
ranged from 12 cents per pound in July and August to 17 cents in Feb- 
ruary, March, and April ; choice New York factory from 12J in August 
to 17J in February and March ; English dairy from 16 cents in October 
to 20 cents id April and May. 

Beef. — Mess rose from $13 in January to 815 in August, September, 
October, and November. 

Sheep, — The trade in sheep increased 33 per cent, during 1874, the 
receipts being 114,913, and the shipments 35,483. The annual receipts 
for ten years were as follows: 1865, 52,133; 1866, 64,047; 1867, 62,074; 
1868, 79,315 ; 1869, 96,326; 1870, 94,477; 1871, 118,899; 1872, 115,904; 
1873, 86,370; 1874, 114,913. 

The prices per cental at the beginning of each month of 1874 were 
as follows: January, $3.75 to 85; February, $4.50; March, $5; April, 
$2.50 to $5.60 ; May, $4.25 to $6.10 ; June, $4 to 86 ; July, $2.50 to $0 ; 
August, $2.50 to $6 ; September, $2 to $4.25; October, $2.25 to $4.25; 
November, $2.50 to $4 ; December, $2.25 to $3. 

Sheep producU — Wool. — The receipts of wool during 1874 amounted 
to 4,963,417 pounds, against 3,956,212 pounds in 1873. Prices were well 
sustained during the year. The production is steadily increasing. Com- 
plaint is made of lack of home facilities for storage, compelling dealers 
to ship eastward at unfavorable times and subject to high rates of com- 
mission. The prices of unwashed medium reached their maximum, 36 
cents per pound, in October, and their minimum, 29 cents, in April ; un- 
washed combing 39 cents in July, August, and September, and 33 cents 
during the lirst five months ; choice fleece-washed rose from 40 and 45 
in January to 40 and 52 in September; choice tub washed from 43 and 
53 in May to 50 and 56 in October. 

Swine. — ^The trade in live hogs largely increased during 1874, the re- 
ceipts being 1,126,587 and the shipments 452,864. The annual receipts 
for ten years were as follows: 1865, 99,663; 1866, 217,622; 1867, 
293,341 ; 1868,301,569; 1869,344,848; 1870,810,850; 1871,633,370; 1872, 
759,076; 1873, 982,463 ; 1874, 1,126,587. The highest and lowest prices 
per cental at the beginning of each month of 1874 were as follows : Jan- 
uary, $2.81 to 85.37| ; February, $4.90 to $5.65 ; March, $4.90 to $5.30 ; 
April, — to $5.25; May, $4.50 to $5.45; June, $4.80 to $5.60; July, $5 
to $6; August, $5.50 to $7.25; September, $4 to $7.50; October, 
$4.50 to $7.25; November, $3.25 to $6.25 ; December, $5.50 to $7.50. 

Sicine products. — It is impossible to state the volume of the trade in 
swine products, for the reason alleged in the case of other animal products — 
the lack of a common unit of measurement. Pork receipts for 1874 
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embraced 59,948 barrels, 8,978 tierces, and 1,201,029 pieces, against 
57,512 barrels, 7,993 casks and tierces, and 1,588,916 pieces in 1873. 
Of bacon there were received in 1874 4,530 casks, 6,353 boxes, and 
124,451 pieces, against 10,411 tierces, 5,978 packages, and 110,422 pieces 
in 1873. Of lard the receipts of 1874 embraced 20,522 tierces and 6,843 
packages, against 22,948 tierces, 6,110 barrels, and 11,714 packages. 
Prices advanced during 1874 to a point at which it appeared impossi- 
ble to maintain them, and there was general expectation of a decline. 
Prime mess pork opened in January at $14.50 to $15 per barrel, and 
culminated during the second week in December at $19.12 to $20.25, 
with a small decline toward the close of the year. Standard opened in 
January at $14.75 to $15, and reached its maximum, $24 to $25.50, in 
the third week of September ; prime lard at the beginning of the year 
was quoted at SJ cents per pound ; its maximum, 15^ to 15^, was at- 
tained in the middle of September. Of bacon, packed shoulders ranged 
from 6^ cents -per pound at the close of February to llj during the 
third week of September ; clear rib from 8J to 14 ; clear sides from 8J 
to 17. Of dry salt meats, packed shoulders varied from 5 J to lOJ ; rib 
sides from 73 to 15^ ; clear sides from 7| to 15 J. 

Horses ana mules. — Saint Louis is the only general market in which 
the prices of horses and mules are regularly reported. The receipts of 
both classes of animals during 1874 were 27,165, and the shipments 
30,018. Tlie prices of plug horses varied from $20 to $75 per head ; 
street-car horses, $55 to $125 : good work-horses, $80 to 120^ driving 
auimalH, $90 to $200; heavy-draught horses, $115 to $200; mules, $50 
to 8250. 

PORK-PACKING. 

POEK-PAOKINa IN THE WEST. 

The record of the Cincinnati Price Current shows the number of hogs 
packed in the West during the last twenty-fi ve packing seasons, as follows 
1849-'50, 1,652,220; 1850-'51, 1,332,867; 1851-'52, 1,182,846; 1852-'53. 
2,201,110; 1853-^54,2,534,770; 1854-'55, 2,124,404; 1855-'56, 2,489,502 j 
1856-'57, 1,818,486; 1857-'58, 2,210,778; 1858-'59, 2,465,552; 1859-'60, 
2,350,822; 186a-'61, 2,155,702; 1861-'62, 2,893,666; 1862-'63, 4,069,520 
1863-^64,3,261,105; 1864-'65, 2,422,779; 1865-'66, 1,785,955; 1866-'67 
2,490,791; 1867-'68, 2,781,084; 1868-'69, 2,499,873; 1869-70, 2,635,312 
187a-'71, 3,695,251 ; 1871-'72, 4,831,558; 1872-73, 5,410,314; 1873-74, 
5,466,200; 1874-75, 5,566,266. 

The following table shows the number packed in the different States 
of the West and Northwest duiing the last three packing seasons : 



states. 


1872-'73. 


1873-'74. 


1874-'75. 


Ohio 


8fl5,897 
610.966 
1,834,611 
385, 417 
894, 334 
40,885 
324, 072 
24,550 
30,220 
322,456 
39,300 
49,306 
2«.450 


906,804 

715, 703 

1,887,328 

369,278 

746,366 

64.037 

333, 514 

32,700 

29,085 

257,259 

26,577 

71,549 

96,000 


870,971 


To<liitna.... -»-- T , T 


666,575 


niinola 


2,113,845 


lowft . 


426,258 


MisBonri 


707, 310 


KansM 


49,536 


Wisconsin 


269,468 


Minnetmta 


20,950 


Xebraskft 


26,950 


Kentnckv 


308,068 


Tennessee 


22,639 


Michigan 


62, 836 


Miscellanooas* 


20,820 






Total 


5, 410, 314 
, 


5,466,200 
55,886 


5. 566, 226 


Tncreas^ r -r 


100,026 









* Including Pittsburgh, Pa., and a few points in the Sonth^j^||i^. V^jQOQlC 
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The average net weight per head and the average yield of lard per 
head in the same States, during the last three packing seasons, were as 
follows : 



States. 


Average net weight 


per head. 


A verage yield of lard per he»4L 


1873-'73. 


1873-'74. 


1874-'75. 


1879-'73. 


1873.'74. 


1874.'75. 


Ohio 


Poundt. 
842.51 
830.95 
839.81 
829.55 
814 12 
844.18 
830.45 
827.87 
846.71 
825l84 
907.11 
837.94 
837.04 


833.49 
807.88 
819. 02 
804.67 
307.01 
820.64 
810.89 
889.36 
814.65 
813.87 
200.48 
334.02 
807.94 


P<>unds. 
822.73 
808.80 
813. 76 
198.67 
180.74 
171.63 
813.48 
937.46 
1931 36 
809.60 
198.30 
834.27 
197.08 


Pounds. 
43.85 
33.89 
43.81 
37.44 
3&03 
37.50 
39.55 
39.36 
39.70 
39.78 
31. 8i 
38.95 
38.95 


Pounds. 
39.04 
89.66 
37.83 
33.8^ 
3a 86 
35.83 
30.50 
36.41 
34.59 
99.66 
34.16 
3&96 
31.03 


Poundi. 

39.66 


Indlftna 


89.^ 


UlinoU 


36.66 


Xowa 


33. K 


MlMonri 


89.19 


Kaiiihia 


S5.43 


Wiaconsin 


31. &1 


Minnesota 


89. f3 


Nebraska 


26 « 


I^ATlt.llP.lrV 


99.79 


Tenneetee 


89.^ 


Hichiiran 


35.15 


Ifia/^AllAf. rnia* 


88.97 






General average 


838.43 


814.97 


909.77 


40.08 


35.08 


34.20 







* Inclading Pittsburgh, Pa., and a few points in the Southern States. 

The aggregate net weight and yield of lard during the last two sea- 
sons were as follows : 



Packing aeasons. 


Set weight. 


Yield of lard. 


ie78-'73 


Poundt, 
1, 857, 519, 383 
1.175,196,911 


Pound*. 
216,845,3?^ 
191,444,035 


1873-'74 






Decrease of 1873-*74. 


83,398,318 


95.401,350 






1873-74 


1, 175. 136. 971 
1,167.639,457 


191,444,(135 
190 380 607 


1874-'75 - - - 








Decrease of 1874-'75 


7, 487, 514 


1.063,493 







The average cost of hogs per cental, daring the last three packing- 
seasons, was HS follows : 



States. 


1879-'73. 


ie73-'74. 


1874^*75. 


Ohio 


14 89.56 
4 43.96 
4 67.1 
4 31.89 
4 63.3 
4 01.1 
4 79. 48 
4 81 

3 70 

4 88 

5 13.5 
4 94.8 
4 94.8 


$5 57.94 
5 39.63 
5 43.85 
5 19.03 
5 36.63 

4 77.58 

5 78.16 
568.58 

4 64. 17 

5 54.45 
5 73.33 
5 54.30 
5 88.10 


•8 64.3 


Indiana » ^ ...^.^^ 


8 14.96 


Illinois 


8 35.6 


Iowa 


8 87.58 


Missouri 


8 19.1 


Kansas .......... ^ ^ » . . a . . . 


7 59 


Wisconsin 


85&04 


Minnesota 


7 88.9 


Nebraska ...,,,. 


6 TJ.44 


Kentucky 


8 67.51 


Tennessee 


8 81 


Michigan 


8 15.88 


MisoeUaneooa 


864 






Genersd aTerage 


4 65.8 


5 4a 15 


833.63 
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The number of hogs packed at six principal points, compared with 
the aggregate at all other points daring the past three years, was as 
follows: 



Packing points. 


1879. 


1873. 


1874. 


Chicago 


1,495,079 
096.805 
53^,000 
196, 317 
303,500 
309,246 


1,590,904 
M1.9S3 
463,793 
995,766 
994.054 
996,947 


1,690,349 
960,164 


CiodnBatl 


Saint Lonift 


462,946 


IniiiAnapolia 


978,339 


MUwaakee 


936,596 


Louiaville 


973,118 




Total 


3.301,447 
9, 018, 867 


3,389.017 
9,08i363 


3, 500, 811 


Other points 


9,065,415 






Grand total 


5, 410. 314 
69.68 


5,466,380 
61.87 


5,566,936 
69.89 


Per cent of the six cities 







The average number, net weight, and yield of lard per bead of these 
six cities, daring the packing-season of 1874-75, were as follows : 



Cities. 


Kamber. 


Arerase net 


Averageyleld 
of lArU per 
head. 


Chicago 


1, 690, 348 
560,164 
469,946 
978,339 
973.118 
936,596 


919.49 

990.60 

199 

196 

909.97 

90a56 


37.30 


rincinnati 


41.77 


Saint Louis 


30 




99.50 


Louisville 


99.87 


Milwaukee 


31.15 






At the six cities 


3. 500. 811 
9,065,415 


909.47 
910.97 


35.43 


Ai other points. . ........ x ....... . 


39.91 






AtaU points 


5,566,996 


909.77 


34.90 







The increase in number daring the season of 1874-75 was 100,026, 
or 1.83 per cent The increase of the season of 1873-74 over its prede- 
cessor was 55,886, or 1.03 per cent. The decrease in net weight per 
head daring 1874-75 was 5.20 pounds, or 2.04 per cent. ; the decrease 
in the aggregate weight was 7,487,514 pounds, or .63 per cent The pre- 
vioas season of 1873-74 showed a decrease of 17.46 pounds net weight 
per head, or 7^ per cent, and of 82,392,312 pounds of aggregate net 
weight, or 6.55 per cent The average yield of lard per head in 1874-75 
showed a loss of .82 pounds, or 2.34 percent, against a loss of 5.06 pounds 
per head, or 12.62 per cent., the previous year. The aggregate lard- 
product fell off 1,063,428, or ,55 per cent, against a loss of 25,401,350 
pounds, or 1.71 per cent, in 1873-74. The lighter weight of hogs would 
indicate a greater loss in the yield of lard, but the higher price of this 
article caused a closer trimming of hams and shoulders and consequently 
a greater yield of lard. The cost per cental of hogs was $8,336, 
against $5,431 in 1873-74, and $4,058 in 1872-73; that is, the in- 
crease of the season lately past was 53^ per cent, against an increase 
of 16^ per cent the previous sea^n. The aggregate cost of the 
bogs packed during the past season was $97,338,626, an increase of 
$33,511,611, or 52^ per cent The aggregate loss of weight in 1874-75 
was equivalent to 34,830 hogs of the standard of 1873-74, but the loss 
of the latter year was much greater, amounting to 354,483 of the stand- 
ard of 1872-73. 

From the above statements it appears that this great productivo 
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interest within tbe last two seasons, has considerably fallen off from 
the prodact of 1872-73, which embraced the largest aggregate weight 
of pork and lard ever secured in any one year in this country. A com- 
parison of the records of the last ten years shows that the greatest 
average net weight per head — 232.43 pounds— was realized in 1872-73, 
slightly exceeding the average of 1866-'67, which was 232.14. The 
greatest average yield of lard per head was 41.52 pounds in 1865-^66 ; 
the yield in 1870-'71 was 40.19 pounds, and in 1872-73, 40.08 pounds. 
Every other year of the ten averaged less than 40 pounds. 

The net weight per head, the aggregate weight of the hogs packed, 
the average yield of lard per head, and the aggregate product of lard 
for the last ten packing-seasons, were as follows : 



Seasons. 



Net weight 
per heaid. 



As^'regatewelsht 


Yield of lard 


ofallhogspack'd. 


per head. 


Poiind4. 


Pounds. 


41:), 091, 391 


4l..')2 


5ri8, 212, a-W 


39.66 


538, 997, 884 


29 


516, 848, 742 


32.33 


542, 215. 444 


31.84 


850, 425, OGo 


40.19 


1, 099, 783, 385 


3S..54 


1, 257, 519, 283 


40.08 


1.175,126,971 


35. 02 


1, 167, 639, 457 


34.20 



Aggregate yield 
of lard. 



1865-'66 
1866-'67 
1867-'63 
1868-'69 
1869-'70 
1870-'71 
1871-'78 
1872-'73 
]^3-'74 
1874-'75 



Pounds. 
231.3 
332.14 
201 
906. Y5 
205.75 
230.14 
207. 6? 
232. 43 
214.97 
209.77 



Pounds. 
74, 152, 851 
98, 801, 376 
80, 651, 436 
80, 829, 227 
83, 908. 3?4 
148, 512, 317 
188, 603, 317 
216,845,38.'i 
191, 444, 03j 
190, 380, 607 



Of the States represented in the above tables, Illinois reports an 
increase in the number of hogs packed of 226,517; Iowa, of 58,980; 
Kentucky, of 50,809. All the other States report a decrease. In Ken- 
tucky the only considerable packing-point is Louisville, which absorbs 
nearly all of the increase for the State. Many hogs from Indiana and 
Illinois are packed at this point. The short corn-crop of Missouri caused 
an exportation of stock-hogs from that State during last summer. lu 
Wisconsin dressed hogs were sent to the pineries for consumption in 
larger numbers, reducing the amount of cut meats marketed at the pack- 
ing points. In average net weight per head there is an increase in 
Indiana, Wisconsin, Minnesota, and Michigan, with a decline ia all the 
other States. Minnesota shows the largest average, 237.46 pounds; 
next stands Michigan, 234.27 pounds. The greatest decline is found in 
Kansas, which averages 171.63 pounds, against 220.64 pounds last sea- 
son. In yield of lard per head Ohio stands first, averaging 39.66 pounds; 
a slight increase over the previous season. Kext Michigan reports 35.15 
pounds, against 38.26 the previous year. Kansas shows the minimum 
yield, 25.43 pounds, against 35.83 pounds the previous year. The grass- 
hopper devastations account for the low averages in Kansas and Ne- 
braska. The average price per cental was highest in Iowa, 88.875, 
and next highest in Tennessee, $8.81. The lowest price, 86,734, was 
in Nebraska. The greatest increase of prices, 71 per cent., was in Iowa ; 
the smallest increase, 28 per cent., was in MinnesoUi. The average 
increase of the whole was 55 per cent. 

Last year the six principal packing-points declined somewhat in their 
percentage of the total number reported. This year they have not only 
recovered their ground, but have also exceeded their percentage for 
1872-'73. A few new points are added to the list this year, the operations 
of which amounted to 52,989 head. Chicago increased her numbers 
170,144, and Louisville 46,171 head. The other points show some decline, 
though Saint Louis reports but a slight decrease. 
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The product of barreled pork of the last season was as follows : Mess 
iwrk 452,731 barrels, against 423,844 barrels the previous year ; prime 
mess, 49,120 barrels, against 39,564 barrels ; clear, 11,681 barrels, against 
5,143 barrels; rumps, 20,628 barrels, against 20,019 barrels; other 
sorts, 35,308, against 15,000 barrels ; total 569,468 barrels in 1874-'75, 
against 503,570 barrels the previous season. 

SUMAIERPACKDCG. 

The number of ho^s packed during the summer season, from March 
1 to November 1, is increasing. In 1874 the aggregate summer-pack- 
ings reported in Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Iowa, Missouri, Kansas, Min- 
nesota, Michigan, West Virginia, and Milwaukee amounted to 1,200,444 
hogSy against 1,062,916 in 1873 ; showing an increase of 137,528, or 13 
per cent. The points showing the largest increase were Cincinnati, 
Chicago, Saint Louis, Cedar Eapids (Iowa,) Canton (Illinois,) and Milwau- 
kee. Indianapolis exhibits a considerable decline, as also do Keokuk, 
Iowa, Kansas City, Missouri, Quincy, Illinois, and several other points. 

PORK-PACKING ON THE PACIFIC SLOPE. 

The Cincinnati Price Current, through inquiries directed to numerous 
correspondents on the Pacific coast, has discovered a considerable enter- 
prise in pork-packing in that region, which promises to increase in the 
future and to supersede a large portion of the importations from the 
States east of the Eocky Mountains. At San Francisco, during 1874, 
about 230,000 head were packed, and in other parts of the State about 
160,000 more, making 390,000 in California. It is estimated that Oregon 
packed about 60,000, making the total number for the Pacific slope 
about 450,000. The weight of California hogs, however, is very 
small, those packed at San Francisco averaging only 115 pounds net, 
but the quality is considered superior to that of eastern hogs. They are 
fattened on wheat, barley, and corn. The abundance and cheapness of 
grain has given rise to expectations of a greatly-increased hog-crop the 
coming year. In San Francisco the most active packing operations are 
during the latter half of the year, when it is practicable to secure a tem- 
perature as low as 65^ Fahrenheit. In the foot-hills of the Sierra Nevada 
the packing is generally done during the winter, as the summer tem- 
perature is unmanageable. 

POBKPACKINO IN THE SEABOABD CITIES. 

From the meager reports received it appears that the number of hogs 
packed in the eastern cities showed some decline during the past year. 

yew York, — ^The number and average weight per head of the hogs 
received at New York during the two years ending March 1, 1875, were 
as follows : 



I Live bogs. 



l>373-*74, winter packing I 703, OOQ 

18j3-*74,iunjmer packing | 1,251,000 



Total for the year ' 1,954,000 



l«7i-'75, winter packing . . 
ls74'-75, summer packing. 

Total for the year.. 



683,000 
1,005,000 



1. 687, 000 



Dressed j 
hogs. 



191,000 
7,000 



48.000 
13,000 



60,000 

p'iQitizpfl hy ' 



Total. 



834,000 
1,338.000 



128,000 I 2,062,000 



730,000 
1. 107, 000 



1. 837, 000 

^oogle 
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The receipts at New York daring five calendar years were as follows : 
1870,862,335; 1871, 1,311,052; 1872, 1,953,571; 1873,1,961,578; 1874, 
1,786,681. 

Boston, — The receipts of live and dressed hogs at Boston daring the 
two years ending March 1, 1875, were as follows : 





Live hoga. 


Dreued 
hogt. 


Total. 


197^'74. Baminer 


475.795 
432, 410 


6.112 

54,465 


481. 9()7 


1873-'74 winter 


476 H«<3 






Total 


898,813 


60.577 


956,790 






1 874-'75, snirnner 


864,178 
192,693 


8,273 
90.948 


372,445 


1874-'75, winter 


823,641 






ToUl 


496.665 


99,221 


896,0^6 







The receipts of the last three calendar years were as follows : 



Tear. 


LiTO hogs. 


Dressed 
hogs. 


Total. 


1672 


593,000 
838.000 
525,000 


70,000 
80.600 
88.000 


663,000 


1P73 


918.000 


1874 


613,000 







The high prices in the West seriously crippled packing operations 
during the winter-packing season jast closed. The receipts of 1874 
were 313,000 short of those of 1873. 

Baltimore. — The receipts of live hogs for five calendar years were 
as follows: 1870,300,000; 1871,307,436; 1872,400,874; 1873,392,734; 
1874 ; 357,647. Hogs are usually slaughtered for city consumption of 
fresh pork. The Baltimore packers generally have their packing-houses 
at some point in the West, where their operations swell the aggregates 
of that region. 

Philadelphia, — The receipts of live and dressed hogs during three 
calendar years were as follows : 





Year. 


, Live hogs. 


Dressed 
boi^ii. 


ToUL 


1872 




1 210,376 


87, 312 
86,874 
80.344 


997, 6^^ 


1p73 




1 344.300 


4:11. 174 


1874... 




! 339.590 


419,934 


1 





The number packed for market is small, the hogs being generally 
slaughtered for local consumption. 

Receipts at the four cities, — ^The comparative receipts of live hogs 
at the four cities above named during three calendar years were as 
follows : 



Cities. 


1879. 


1873. 


1874. 




593.000 

1. 953, 000 

400,000 

210.000 


838,000 

1,9H1,000 

392,000 

344,000 


587 0(V1 




1,936.000 
357,000 
339.000 












3, 156, 000 


3.535,000 


3, 919. 000 
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IMMIGEATION. 



The net immigration of the past eight years, according to the records 
of the Treasury Department, is 2,792,383 persons, making an average 
of 349,048 per annum. The years 1867, 1868, 187i, 1874, show receipts 
less than this average. The largest immigration was in 1872; the 
smallest in 1874, which is classified as follows : 





First quar- 
ter. 


Second quar- 
ter. 


Third qaar- 
ter. 


Fourth qoar- 
ter. 


Total. 


Skilled 


373 
4,760 
12,374 


741 
11,166 

4fl3lU 


747 

9,834 

95,451 

C 504 

I 37,550 


604 

6,729 

15,100 

618 
23,525 


9,465 
32,489 
101,318 

1 194, 549 


MinrfillttDeona 


0< capationa not stated * 

WittaoQt oecapation * 


».g?;l «.o« 




Total 


97,839 


119, 309 74. 095 


46,578 


960,814 









EDcIand 

Irfland 

Scotland 

Germany 

Austria 

Sweden 

Korway 

Denmark 

Netherlands 

Switzerland 

Frsnce 

ItalT 

RnskU 

Poland 

China 

British America . 
Other conntrios . . 



FIBffr QUABTXB. 



Mkles. 



9,797 

1.505 

594 

3,608 

911 

147 

9-26 

81 

97 

179 

1.443 

1,054 

117 

176 

1,153 

5,357 

7e8 



Total. 



19,533 



Females. Total. 



I 



1,400 

8-i6 

963 

9,064 

111 

109 

145 

34 

65 

88 

653 

301 

51 

96 

66 

1,740 

294 



4.197 

9,33! 
857 

5,672 
392 
249 
367 
115 
162 

2t;7 ! 

2,096 
1,355 
168 
972 
1,219 
7,097 
1,082 



BECOXD QUABTBB. 



9,377 

13, 739 

2.389 

13,737 

1,844 

1,095 

1,896 

987 

447 

699 

1,669 

2,583 

603 

275 

9,168 

6,856 

2,140 



8,299 



27, 832 I 69, 497 



Females. 



5,831 
i:»,265 

1. 310 
10,740 

1,6.54 
693 

1,427 
696 
343 
592 
990 
499 
384 
182 
90 

3,569 
827 



Total. 



15,968 

97,004 
3,692 

94,477 

3,498 

1,788 

3,393 

1,613 

790 

1,921 

9; 659 

3,012 

987 

457 

9,188 

10,425 
9,967 



42, 812 j 112, 309 ' 159, 936 



TOTAL FOR THE 
YEAB. 



Males. 



96,129 

93,738 

5,443 

39,409 

3,680 

9,539 

3,793 

1.863 

883 

1,448 

5,612 

4,702 

4,110 

860 

16, 340 

90,537 

5,867 



Females. 



17,967 

93,950 

3,329 

94.525 

3,911 

1,807 

[2,788 

1,395 

650 

988 

3,199 

1.085 

3,337 

589 

311 

10, 059 

9.535 



100, 878 



Sources. 



Enstand 

Ireland 

Scotland 

Germany 

Anstrla 

Sweden 

Norway 

Denmark 

Netherlands 

Switzerland 

Fraaee 

Italy 

Knssia 

Poland 

China 

Brit)»h America . 
Other eonntriea.. 



Total. 



TUIBD QUARTER. 



FOURTH QUABTF.R. 



Males. 



9.979 

5,684 

1,640 

H,700 

777 

787 

1,113 

524 

191 

961 

i,9:a 

531 
9,902 

236 
4,065 
4,494 
1,841 



43,558 



Females. 



6,670 

6, .569 

1,211 

6,450 

6:» 

698 

780 

514 

144 

187 

719 

180 

1,977 

180 

180 

2,566 



Total. 



15, 949 
12,253 
9,851 
15.159 
1,412 
1,485 
1,893 
1,038 

335 

448 
1,952 

711 
4,179 

416 
4,945 
7,060 
9,709 I 



Males. Females. Total. 



4,676 

9,810 

827 

6,357 

848 

500 

558 

371 

148 

3(9 

1,967 

534 

1,188 I 

173 ! 

1,954 I 

3,830 

1,098 



3,366 

3,990 
538 

5,262 
811 
314 
436 
151 
98 
191 
767 
175 
925 
131 
45 

9,184 
546 



30,537 



74, 095 97, 34S I 10, 230 



8,042 

6,100 

1,365 

11,619 

1,659 

814 

994 

49-2 

946 

500 

9,034 

709 

9,113 

304 

1.999 

6,014 

1,644 



46.578 



Total for the 
year. 



43.396 
47, 688 
8,765 
56,997 
6,891 
4,336 
6,577 
3,163 

9,436 
8,741 
5,787 
7,447 
1.449 
16, 651 
30,596 
8,409 



960.814 



^ Mainly women and children. 
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MARKET-PRICES OF FARM- 
The following quotations represent the state of the marht, 




XEW TOBK. 



Flonr, Rnperfine State, bbl |5 

exti-a State 6 

8U}M'rfiue western . 5 
extra to choice 

western 

son them shipping 
southern family . • • 8 
Wheat. Xo.l, spring, boah. 1 

Xo.3,Hprlng 1 

winter, red, west- 
em 

winter, amber, 

western 

winter, white, 

western 1 

Kye 1 

Barlej 1 

Corn 

Data 

Hay, first qnalitv . . . .ton. ^^26 

aecona quality 33 

Beef, mesa bbl. 8 

extra mesa 11 

ork,me88 16 

extra pri me il3 

prime meas 14 

Lard lb 

Butter, western 

State dairy 

Cheeae, State factory 

western factory. . 
Cotton, ordinary to good 

ordinary 

low middling to 



III! 
to|6 00 15 65 to$6 20 «5 70 to$6 10 $5 60 to$6 15 i5 P5 tot6 05 j 
to730 6 45to700 6 40to6B0 635to6 70 630to(>75 
to600 565to620|5 70to6 10 560to6 15 585to60» 



60 

55 „ . _ 

60 to 6 00 

50 toll 00 

85 to 8 00 

05 toll 00 

63 to 1 65 

58 to 1 61) 

58 to 1 65 

65 to 1 68 



good middling 
Sugar, fair to good re- 
fining 

prime refining . . . . 

Tobacoo, lugs 

common to me- 
dium leaf 

"Wool, American XXX 

and picklock 

American X and 

XX 

American combing. 

nulled 

California spring. . . 

California fall 

Texas 



70 to 1 

00 to - 

55 to - 

78 to 

60 to 

00 to28 

00 to25 

75 toll 

50 to 13 
37|tol6 

00 to - 

25 to 14 
61 to 

26 to 
33 to 
12 to 
12 to 



95 

"85 
63 
00 
00 
00 
00 
50 

75 
9i 
35 
45 
141 
14i 

13ito 141 
151 to 17i 

71' 
7f| 

8 to 10 
62 to 70 



6 35 to 11 00 

6 70 to 7 75 

7 80 toll 00 
1 58 to 1 62 
1 54 to 1 59 

1 60 to 1 65 

1 66 to 1 70 



1 60 


to 1 


1 05 


to 1 


1 80 


to 2 


81 


to 


60 


to 


26 00 


to 28 


23 00 


to 25 


8 50 


toll 


11 SO 


to 13 


16 00 


to 16 


13 75 


to - 




to 15 


91 to 


85 


to 


32 


to 


121 to 


12ito 



6 30 toll 00 

6 60 to 7 55 

7 60 toll 00 
1 52 to 1 58 
1 48 to 1 52 

1 56 to 1 62 

1 63 to 1 66 



7ito 
7ito 
6ito 



PHILADELPHIA. 



47 to 

53 to 

45 to 

18 to 

13 to 

15 to 



Flour, superfine bbl 4 50 

Pennsylvania extra' 6 75 
Pennsylvania fam- 1 
ily and fancy. . . . j 7 00 

western extra ' 6 00 

western family I 6 75 

Wheat, red, wiuUT.lJush 147 
amber winter. . . . , 1 68 
white winter ....! 1 73 

spring 1 55 

Rye ' 90 

Barley 1 20 

Corn I 70 

Data I 52 

Hay, fresh baled ton . 23 00 

common to fair ship- 
ping '20 00 

Beef, western mess . .bbl 8 00 

extra mess 9 00 

Warthmau'a city I 

family 16 00 

rk, mesa jl6 50 

prime mess il5 00 

prime ,13 00 



to 5 50 
to 



13 to 

IS to 

71 to 

8 to 
6ito 

8 to 

62 to 

45 to 

53 to 

25 to 

18 to 

20 to 

15 to 



23 

20 
00 10 
50 Il2 

25 |15 
— 13 
00 14 
10 
35 
47 

14i 
174 

n 

— I 

8 ! 
10 



70 I 



60 
52 
3.> I 
29 ' 
35 ! 



60 to 1 
98 to 1 

— to 2 
76 to 

61 to 
00 to37 
00 to2l 
50 toll 
50 to 13 
75 to 15 
50 to - 
25 to 15 

9ito 
85 to 
36 to 
14ito 

14 to 

12ito 

15 to 

71 to 
7} to 
6ito 

8 to 

60 to 

45 to 

52 to 

35 to 

18 to 

19 to 

18 to 



6 25 toll 00 6 15 toll 00 
6 40 to 7 25 6 40 to 7 30 
730toll00 735toll00 
1 57 to 1 62^ 1 61 to 1 65 , 
150tol56il&itol53l 



1 58 to 1 65 
1 66 to 1 68 



85 
02 
00 
80i 
63^ 
00 |24 
00 ,21 
00 10 
00 12 
80 - 
— 114 
00 14 

n 

40 
55 
17 
164 

"4 

171 

^} 
7r 



10 

65 

574 
60 
50 
52 

28 
36 



50 to 1 
98 to 1 
85 to - 
80 to 
56 to 
00 to85 
00 to23 
00 toll 
50 to 13 
— to 16 
00 tol4 
75 to 15 
94 to 
30 to 
35 to 
IS to 
13 to 

124 to 

ISfto 

Tito 
71 to 
4ito 

6ito 

62 to 

4a to 

52 to 

25 to 

13 to 

20 to 

23 to 



24 
00 20 



50 
50 
75 
50 
75 
10 
38 
45 
161 
16 

154 
181! 

'*! 
"*, 

61, 

8il 

70 I 

60 
60 
33 
35 
27 
:i5 



1 63 to 1 66 

1 66 to 1 70 

1 55 to 187 

to 1 13 

to 1 50 

63 to 88 

63 to 6d 

00 to33 00 

00 toSl 00 

00 to 18 00 

50 tol4 00 

90 to 17 05 

85 tol4 62i 

25 to 15 7L 
lOi to lOi; 

82 to 

88 to 

15 to 



27 1 



"4, 



13{to 
16fto 



16 ! 

I 

19* 



74 to 8 I 

Hto . 

4itO 64 



6 to 

68 to 

45 to 

58 to 

35 to 

19 to 

80 to 



8i 
70 



.'iO 
35 
27 



I I 

5 25 to 5 75 5 00 to 5 75 5 00 to 5 35 5 00 to 5 50 ! 

600to650 600to700| to 6 37^ 5 75 to 6 50 , 



to 8 00 


8 124 to 8 50 


750 


to 8 ISi 


7 50 


to 800 


6 75 


to 823 


to 6 75 


6 00 


to 8 25 


6 00 


to 7 75 


6 37* to 7 50 


I 6 75 


to 7 00 


to 8 00 


8 50 


to 10 50 


8 37i 


to 10 25 


7 50 


to 8 75 


750 


to 8 50 


to 1 63 


1 56 


to 1 74 


1 60 


to 1 71 


1 58 


to 1 64 


1 a> 


to 1 63 


to 1 70 


1 65 


to 1 78 


1 70 


to 1 73 


1 70 


to 1 76 


1 50 


to 1 t« 


to 1 85 


1 60 


to 1 85 


1 78 


to 1 85 


1 85 


to 1 92 


1 90 


to 


to 1 59 


1 60 


to 1 65 


1 50 


to 1 55 


1 48 


to 1 52 


1 45 


to 


to 93 


95 


to 96 


90 


to 92 


95 


to 


98 


to 1 00 


to 1 65 


1 95 
76 


to 2 20 
to 86 


1 90 
72 


to 2 2.'> 
to 76 


1 75 
81 


to 1 90 
to e4 






to 85 


84 


to 90 


to 58 


55 


to 65 


57 


to 65 


58 


to 65 


1 68 


to 65 


to 34 00 


23 00 


to 24 00 


23 00 


to 34 00 


22 00 


to 24 00 


,23 00 


to 85 00 


to 22 00 


20 00 


to 22 00 


30 00 


to22 30 


20 OC 


to 22 00 


31 00 


to83 00 


to 10 00 


8 00 


to 10 00 


8 00 


to 10 00 


8 00 


to 10 00 


800 


to 10 00 


to 12 00 


9 00 


to 12 00 


9 00 


to 12 00 


9 00 


to 12 00 


900 


to 12 00 


to 


16 00 


to 


15 .'50 


to 


16 00 


to 


16 OO 


to 


to 17 00 


IG 50 


to 16 75 


16 00 


to 16 50 


16 50 


ton o-j 


17 00 


to 17 25 


to 


15 00 


to 


15 00 


to 


16 OO 


to — 


|16 00 


to 


to 


13 00 


to 


13 00 


to 


14 50 


to — 


14 15 


to 
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oi nearly as pracUcabley at (he heginning of each month. 



Ill 



Jane. 



July. 



Angnst September. October. November. December. 



IS 25 to$5 75 15 00 to|5 50 
600to660 585to655 
523to5 7S 500to550 



5 85 toll 00 

6 15 to 7 00 
T85 toll 00 

1 SO to 1 51 : 
1 45 to 1 4$i 



5 75 toll 00 

6 00 to 6 70 
6 75 to 11 00 
1 40 to 1 43| 
1 34 to 1 39 



lS0tol55'l37tol40 
lS6tol58 140tol44 



1 SO to 1 
104 to 1 

to I 

76 to 
62 to 

25 00 to31 

to23 

10 00 to 13 

13 50 to 14 
17 60 to - 

14 75 to 15 

15 SO to 16 
lUto 
90 to 
M to 



75 
13 1 

80 ... 

66 

00 33 
00 ,30 

00 1... 
00 ,14 
— 18 
00 116 
00 17 
Hi' 
96 
30 



43 to 1 

10 to — 



74 to 
56 to 
00 to28 
CO to81 



IS to 

17ito 

7{to 
i4to 
4|to 

6 to 

S3 to 

47 to 

50 to 

33 to 

33 to 

30 to 



00 tol5 
50 to - 
35 to - 
00 to - 
10|to 
IS to 
SO to 

mto 
111 to 



00 



14 40 to95 00 
5 35 to 6 10 

4 40 to 5 00 

5 15 toll 00 

5 50 to 6 15 

6 SO to 11 00 
1 30 to 1 36 
1 8J to 1 30 

1 37 to 1 30 

1 30 to 1 33 



35 to 1 
96 to 1 



16i 

90 

6i 
8* 



14^10 16A 
16^ to 19i 



8ito 
Sito 



T|tO lOi 
53 to I 



47 to 

50 to 

46 lo 

30 to 

17 to 



4 75 to 5 35 
600 to 

to 8 75 

5 SO to 6 73 

6 35 to 9 75 
1 45 to 1 55 
1 60 to 1 68 
165 to 1 69 
1 45 to 1 49 

98 to 



i>3 to 89 

61 to fflk 

MOO to38 00 

31 00 to33 00 

8 00 to 10 00 

9 00 io 13 00 

17 00 to 

!•< 00 to IS 95 

16 00 to 16 50 

15 00 to 



4 70 to 

5 00 to 5 50 



6 50 to 

5 00 to 

6 50 to 
1 30 to 
1 S3 to 



7 50 
5 50 
7 75 
1 40 
1 58 



96 to 1 00 



79 to 
61 to 
33 00 to 



81 
67i 
84 00 



30 00 to33 00 

8 00 to 10 00 

9 00 to 13 00 

17 00 to 

1» 35 to 18 SO 

16 SO to 

16 00 to 



77 to 

75 to 1 

I 00 to37 

) 00 to 19 

) 00 to 10 

i 35 to 13 

iSO to - 

I 00 to - 

I 50 to - 

13ito 

17 to 

34 to 

mto 

9 to 

13«to 

15|to 

7Jte 
S^to 
6Ho 

9 to 

55 to 

47 to 
51 to 
33 to 
83 to 
17 to 



13* 

30 

33 

m 

13 
ISi 

m 
H 

81 
9i 

124 
60 

56 
65 
53 
35 
35 



3 50 

4 50 



to 4 35 
to 5 75 



6 00 to 7 75 

4 50 te 5 75 

6 00 to 9 35 

1 88 to 1 33 

I 34 to 1 38 

1 33 to 1 50 

1 30 to 1 83 

91 to 93 

nominal. 

83 to 84 

55 to 80 

30 00 to33 0U 

19 00 to91 00 

8 00 to 10 00 

9 00 to 13 00 

17 00 to 

33 75 to84 00 

33 00 to 

33 00 to 



84 45 to 1500 

515 to 5 75 

4 45 to 4 95 

505 to 900 

5 35 to 610 
615 to 900 
130 to lS3i 
113 to 130 

108 to 137 

133 to 197 

135 to 145 



$440 to|480 1400 tog4.'i5 
5 00 to 5 75 4 70 to 565 
440to480 400 to 455 



190 
88 
47 
1900 
13 00 
900 
1135 
3875 
3300 



to — 
to 83^ 
to 56 
to 31 00 
to 15 00 
to 10 50 
to 13 50 
to 83 874 
to 



14fto 15^ 

83 to 35 

97 to 98 

llfto 14 

10 to 13} 

13ito 15i 

154 to 18| 

_? 
94 

9 to lU 

53 to 65 



490 to 900 

500 to 600 

605 to 875 

131 to 137 

lllito 130 

131 to 137 

131 to 137 



130 

90 

185 

96 

60 

1600 

1300 

1350 

14 00 

3365 



to 143 
to 95 

to 

to 100 
to 65 
to 31 00 
to 13 00 
to 13 50 
to 15 00 
to 33 75 



84 to 
8ito 
64 to 



47 to 

51 to 

33 to 

83 to 

17 to 



350 to 365 



600 to 695 



5 75 

118 

137 

135 

113 

88 

105 

85 

49 

3000 



to 785 
to 183 
to 189 
to 138 

to 

to 93 
to 185 
to 87 
to 55 
to 33 00 



1900 to 81 00 
800 tolOOO 
9 00 to 1300 



1700 to 1700 to 



14 to 

9S to 38 
30 to 40 
13 to 15 
llfto 14) 



134 to 
ISfto 



154 
17* 



8Ato 8i 

84 to 

10 to 13i 

ISi to 154 

58 to I 



47 to 57i 

55 to 63 

.38 to 50 

95 to 36 

36 to 38 



395 to 375 
435 to 

575 to 

600 to 6 75 
700 to 850 
118 to 135 
133 to 138 
185 to 145 



100 to 105 

130 to 

96 to 106 

61 to 67 

8100 to 8300 

1900 to9000 
800 tolOOO 
900 to 1900 



- . WW irw ■, ■ «^w tiv — ■ ■■ t • W l/U —— 1 7 ' 

3400 to9450 3435 to8450 3050 to3100 3100 tos300 
«««».- .«»— . 80 00 to 



3300 to 13300 to — ^ f906 tol950 

3300 to .3300 to 1900 to 

Digitized by 



460 to 800 

480 to 575 

580 to 885 

109 to 117 

103 to 114 

114 to 

to 133 

135 to 136 

90 to 

1 45 to 

77 to 98 

59 to 69 

1600 toSOOO 

13 00 to 

1100 tol800 

1300 to 13 50 

1980 to 

1700 to 1800 

9000 to8100 

14 to 

18 to 40 

30 to 43 

14 to 161 
134 to 151 

134 to 14 

14ito IH 

8ito 81 

8ito 

10^ to 13 

13* to 17 

58 to 68 



47 to 

55 to 

33 to 

35 to 

85 to 

18 to 



57* 
63 
50 
36 



400 to 435 

550 to 575 

6 00 to 

4 35 to 475 

5 00 to 7 75 
110 to 130 
130 to 185 



107 to 

130 to 150 

70 to 88 

55 to 63 



1400 to$450 

4 80 to 5 65 

400 to 450 

4 75 to 800 

480 to 575 

580 to 835 

118 to 135 

111* to 118 

118 to 138* 

118 to 1384 



130 
94 

155 

87 

67 

1300 

950 

1100 

3100 

1635 

1850 

14* 

30 

30 

14 

13 



to 140 
to 97* 

to 

to 984 
to 71 
to 19 00 
to 1800 
tolOSO 
to 13 50 

to 

to 1735 
to 19 75 

to 

to 40 
to 48 
to 16 
to 15* 



134 to 14* 

14* to 15* 

8*to 8* 

8* to 

8* to 13 

13 to 16 

53 to 65 



47 to 

51 to 

33 to 

35 to 

18 to 

18 to 



56 
65 
45 



36 



387* to 4 00 

437*to 475 

537*to 600 

4 37* to 4 75 

585 to 635 

118 to 183 

135 to 188 

130 to 135 



97 to 100 

130 to 160 

80 to 95 

63 to 67 



8000 to8800 9000 to3300 



1900 toaooo 

800 tolOOO 

900 tol800 

1700 to 



1900 toSOoo 
800 to 10-0 
900 to 13^0 
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Philadelphia— Contin'd. 

Lard lb fO 8} to fO 11^60 9ito«0 ISIfO 9^ to 10 12 $0 92to|0 19|t0 lOitofO 13 

Butter, choice Middle 



StatA 

choice western 

Cheese, N. Y. fMtory .... 

Ohioflustory 

Sagar, fair to good r«fln- 

ins 

Cotton, ordinary to good 

ordinary 

low midoling to 

good middling.. 

Wool, Ohio fleece, X and 

XX 

Ohlooomblng 

palled 

unwaahed, clothing 
and combing*.. 

BALTIMORE. 

Flonr, snperflne bbl . 5 

««xtra 

family and fancy.. 
Wheat, white winter bosh 1 
amber winter .... 1 

red winter 1 

Rye 

Com, white sonthem 

yellow sonthem 

Oats, southern 

western 

Hay, Pennsylvania ..ton. 

Maryland i24 

'"15 



30 to 

30 to 
14 to 
14 to 

71 to 

14 to 

15|to 

55 to 

flO to 63 
43|to SO 

31 to 43 



49 
38 
15 
144 

^ 

15i 

18i 



..bbl 
...lb. 



Pork, 
Lard 

Batter, western 

eastern. 

Cheese, eastern 

western 

Sngar, fair to good refining 

Tobacco, lugs 

oommon to me- 
dium leaf. . . . 
Cotton, ordinary to good 

ordinary , 

low middling to 
middling 



35 to 6 

75 to 8 

— tolO 

70 to 1 

65 to 1 

60 to 1 

90 to 

70 to 

74 to 

51 to 

50 to 

00 toS4 

00 to25 

SO to 16 

9 to 

94 to 

24 to 

mto 

14|to 
72 to 
5 to 

7 to 

14 to 

152 to 



40 to 

33 to 

16 to 

13 to 

72 to 

13 to 

152 to 

52 to 
092 to 
4d to 



45 
3d 
17 
16 

8 

141 

171 

56 
65 



86 to 44 



20 



00 .23 
95 16 

9k 
35 
35 
16 
15 

8 

8 



10 
14J 
162 



SO to 6 50 
50 to 8 00 
50 toll 00 
70 to 1 90 
60 to 1 95 
00 to 1 90 
96 to 88 
76 to 83 
73 to 78 
54 to 58 
54 to 58 
00 to94 00 
00 to26 00 

50 to 

92 to 10 
30 to 40 

35 to 

152 to 16 
142 to 15 
72 to 8 
5 to 7 



CINCINNATI. 

Flour, superfine bbl 

extra 

faintly 

Wheat, red winter . .bush 
hill or amber 

winter , 

white winter...., 

Rye 

Barley 

Corn 

Oats 

Hay, baled No. 1 ton 

lower grades 

Beef.pUte bbl. 

Pork, meaa 

Lard lb 

Batter, choice 

prime 

Cheese, prime factory 

pine-apple 

Sugar, ^ew Orleans, fair 

to good 

prime to choice . . . 

Tobacco, luffs 

leaf 



5 00 to 5 50 

6 00 to 6 60 
6 85 to 7 95 
1 30 to 1 52 



1 55 to 1 

1 60 to 1 

93 to 

1 20 to 1 

56 to 

44 to 

15 00 to 16 

10 00 to 14 

to — 

15 25 to 15 

82 to 

28 to 

25 to 

132 to 

to - 



8|to 92 

92 to 10 

9 to 19 

15 to 95 



7 to 9 

14 to 

15 to 16 



5 25 to 5 73 

6 65 to 7 00 

7 95 to 8 95 
1 48 to 1 50 



1 55 

1 65 
94 

160 

60 

46 

15 00 

10 00 

14 00 

15 50 

9 
34 
31 
16 
99 



to 1 

to 1 

to 

to 1 

to 

to 

to 16 

to 14 

to — 

to — 

to 

to 

to 

to 

to 



82 to 92 

92 to 102 

62 to 12 

7 to 95 



42 to 

40 to 

16 to 

14 to 

72 to 

122 to 

152 to 

51 to 
60 to 
40 to 

952 to 49 



46 
42 
17 
16 

72 

ih! 

17* 

56 
62 
51 



5 95 to 6 00 

6 00 to 6 75 

7 85 toll 00 
1 70 to 1 85 
1 60 to 1 80 
1 50 to 1 80 

90 to 91 

70 to 75 

70 to 74 

55 to 58 

55 to 57 

18 00 to99 00 

23 00 to25 00 

16 00 to 16 25 

8) to 9 

30 to 3H 

34 to 35 

162 to 17 

152 to 16 

7|to 

5 to 8 



40 to 
35 to 
162 to 

15 to 

7|to 
122 to 

16 to 

55 to 

to 

46 to 

37 to 45 



44 

42 

16j 

72 

15 

172 

57 
65 
SO 



7 to 
13 to 
142 to 



500 fb 5 

6 50 to 8 

8 95 to 10 

1 60 to 1 

1 60 to 1 

1 SO to 1 

65 to 

80 to 

80 to 

61 to 

59 to 

.17 00 to90 

16 00 to SO 

16 SO to 16 

92 to 

I 28 to 

I 35 to 

I 162 to 

16* to 

; "ito 

5 to 
7 to 



33 to 

35 to 
162 to 
16 to 

72 to 

13 to 

162 to 

56 to 
60 to 
47 to 

81 to 372 



40 
36 

72| 
15i| 

lei" 

t 

5d| 
63 
4V ' 



63 
00 17 
00 20 
75 Il6 
lOil 
38 
42 ' - 

17 I 
7* 



•0 


to 


550 


75 


to 


750 


95 


to 10 50 ! 


60 


to 


1 85 


60 


to 


1 80 


SO 


to 


100 


85 


to 


89 


80 


to 


84 


80 


to 


63 


61 


to 


66 


59 


to 


63 


00 


to 80 00 


00 


to24 00 


SO 


to 16 75 


92 to 




88 


to 


»? 


_ 


to 


42 


162 to 


17 


162 to 


17 


7i 


to 


7| 


5 


to 


8 



8 I 



I 



7 to 



n 



Ui 13 to 142 13 to 141 
16 152 to l^i' l^to 162 



5 00 to 5 50 

6 40 to 6 75 
6 80 to 8 00 
1 35 to 1 43 



45 to 1 50 

48 to 1 55 

01 to 1 02 

70 to 1 85 

57 to 62 

45 to 52 

00 to 15 00 

00 to 14 00 

00 to 

95 to 14 SO 
82 to 9 

38 to 40 

35 to 36 
162 to 17 

99 to 93 



82 to 9i 

92 to 10 

9 to 12 

15 to 95 



500to5 50 SOOtoftM 
6 3Sto660,620to650 
6 70 to 8 00 ! 6 60 to 8 00 
137tol40|143tol4e 



1 43 to 1 47 


1 45 to 1 «?. 


1 45 to 1 50 


1 50 to 1 60 


1 03 to 1 05 


1 08 to 1 10 


1 45 to 1 70 


1 40 to 1 90 ' 


63 to 6» 


66 to 


SO to 57 


50 to 57 


13 00 to 15 00 


IS 00 tolSOO 


9 00 to 19 00 


9 00 to 19 00 


14 00 to 


to 


16 00 to 16 85 


16 70 tol7 00 , 


02 to 92 


10 to 1^ 


36 to 40 


39 to 36 


34 to 36 


27 to 30 


162 to 17 


IS to 16 


to 


to — 


82 to 9 


82 to 9 


9Ho 02 


92to H 


6 to 1.V 


6 to » 


8 to 962 


8 to »f 
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June. 


July. 


▲oguit 




October. 


Kovember. 


December. 


» lUtolO 15 


•0 11 totO 15 


80 13*to|0 164 


•014*to< 


K>154 


$0144 to 10 19 


|01S*to«>144 


1014 to|0184 


28 to 


33 


25 to 


30 


30 to 33 


33 to 


34 


35 to 40 


38 to 


40 


30 to 45 


SS to 


28 


23 to 


94 


24 to 98 


96 to 


30 


98 to 33 


30 to 


32 


20 to 32 


15 to 


17 


14 to 


15 


194 to 134 
19 to 124 


134 to 


1*1 


14 to 14i 


16 to 


164 


16 to 164 


12 to 


154 


124 to 


13 


124 to 


13 


13 to 14 


154 to 


16 


154 to 16 


Tito 


7J 


74 to 





74to 84 


74 to 


84 


84to ^ 


81 to 


84 


84to 8* 


15 to 


16* 


14 to 


16 


13* to 16 


13* to 


164 


13 to 15* 


19* to 


14 


19* to 14* 


18 to 


904 


16} to 


19* 


16* to 18* 


16* to 


184 


15* to 184 


14* to 


1^ 


144 to ISi 


S3 to 


58 


53 to 


56 


53 to 574 


to 


55 


54 to 55 


to- 


_^ 


534 to 53 


57Jto 


65 


624to 




58 to 63 


60 to 


64 


60 to 65 


61 to 


66 


S'to 


46 to 


55 


49 to 


48 


45 to 59 


to 


49 


49 to 47 


39 to 


46 


31 to 464 


32 to 


45 


36 to 


43 


93 to 42 


33 to 


45 


41 to 


954to 




974 to 494 


450 to 


595 


4 00 to 


4 75 


4 95 to 4 75 


495 to 


500 


400 to 450 


4 194 to 4374 


400 to 4 50 


550 to 


6 50 


500 to 


7 50 


5 00 to 6 00 


4 75 to 


695 


475 to 700 


4 75 to 


550 


4 75 to 550 


6 75 to 10 00 


800 to 


9 50 


6 00 to 800 


600 to 


800 


795 to 675 


545 to 


700 


550 to 850 


150 to 


1 65 


1 SO to 


1 65 


1 25 to 1 45 


110 to 


195 


118 to 128 


115 to 


130 


120 to 140 


162 to 


165 


— to 


1 69 


1 49 to 1 45 


130 to 


135 


130 to 138 


120 to 


130 


125 to 138 


130 to 


1 45 


1 30 to 


1 65 


1 90 to 1 30 


110 to 


198 


106. to 130 


115 to 


123 


139 to 133 


105 to 


1 10 


90 to 


95 


80 to 85 


85 to 


00 


08 to 103 


100 to 


105 


100 to 105 


90 to 


93 


90 to 


91 


00 to 99 


93 to 


94 


100 to 103 


80 to 


95 


75 to 89 


76 to 


79 


83 to 




83 to 84 


81 to 


89 


100 to 103 


80 to 


83 


75 to 82 


70 to 


74 


65 to 


72 


60 to 65 


52 to 


55 


63 to 65 


58 to 


60 


62 to 65 


62 to 


65 


65 to 


68 


60 to 63 


51 to 


55 


63 to 64 


55 to 


60 


62 to 64 


19 00 fto22 00 


16 00 to20 00 


20 00 to91 00 


1800 tolOOO 


1800 to9000 


1700 to2000 


1700 tol900 


18 00 to25 00 


10 00 to23 00 


22 00 to23 00 


2000 to2900 


18 00 to9100 


1700 to9100 


17 00 to9100 


18 33 to 18 50 


18 00 to 


— _ 


24 00 to25 00 


2400 to 


1 ■ 


2400 to 


2150 to 


._ 


2100 to 


lift to 


19 


12 to 


19* 


14 to 


15 to 


— — 


154 to 16 


15 to 


154 


15* to 17 


18 to 


25 


23 to 


25 


24 to 95 


23 to 


98 


94 to 35 


92 to 


36 


18 to 36 


to 


___ 


to 




to 


to 




36 to 45 


33 to 


40 


26 to 40 


16 to 


? 


15 to 




14 to 


144 to 


15 


154 to 164 


10 to 


16* 


154 to 16i 


ISfto 
7} to 


124 to 
Tito 


'•? 


194 to 13 
7*to 8 


13 to 
7*10 


'It 


14 to 15 

84to 8 


144 to 

84 to 


'II 


15 to 16 

84 to 81 


5 to 


6 


44to 


6 


to 


to 




6 to 94 


6 to 


11* 


6 to 114 


7 to 


84 


6 to 


84 


— to — 


to 




84to U 


84to 


14* 


84to 13 


to 


16 


to 


154 


144 to 15* 


14|to 


15* 


to 14 


to 


13* 


to 14 


njto 




164 to 


"1 


15* to 16* 


15* to 


16* 


14* to 15 


134 to 


14 


144 to 144 


485 to 


5 95 


4 75 to 


5 00 


490 to 450 


375 to 


485 


400 to 435 


375 to 


400 


375 to 400 


5 75 to 


6 00 


550 to 


5 75 


to 


to 


— 


5 to to 515 


465 to 


485 


475 to 490 


600 to 


7 50 


560 to 


6 00 


5 95 to 6 75 


515 to 


650 


515 to 695 


485 to 


600 


500 to 600 


123 to 


1 30 


1 18 to 


1 20 


1 04 to 1 07 


103 to 





100 to 106 


100 to 


106 


103 to 110 


138 to 




to 


, 


1 08 to 1 19 


105 to 


110 


108 to 119 


106 to 


112 


107 to 119 


1 a to 


1 30 


1 90 to 


123 


1 18 to 1 93 


110 to 


119 


108 to 115 


105 to 


116 


105 to 190 


105 to 


1 06 


90 to 




90 to 92 


89 to 


83 


98 to 100 


92 to 


95 


105 to 107 


120 to 


1 25 


to 


■ 


to 


100 to 


105 


130 to 145 


105 to 


140 


120 to 155 


65 to 


67 


S5 to 


71 


66 to 71 


70 to 


75 


84 to 65 


60 to 


80 


70 to 73 


50 to 


66 


46 to 


56 


48 to 50 


46 to 


48 


56 to 58 


52 to 


55 


56 to 60 


16 00 to 19 00 


17 00 to90 00 


20 00 to95 00 


9000 to9900 


2000 to9300 


2100 to9300 


2000 to9300 


10 OU to 14 00 


10 00 toUOO 


15 00 tol7Q0 


1600 to 19 00 


1500 to 19 00 


1500 tol9U0 


1500 tolOOO 


15 00 to 




13 00 to 14 50 


14 00 to 15 00 


13 50 to 1500 


14 50 to 1500 


to 





to 


17 75 to 16 00 


18 00 to 18 25 


23 75 to94 00 


9300 to 


„ - 


2600 to2650 


to 


____ 


9075 to9100 


lOito 


11* 


Hi to 


12 


14 to 144 


164 to 




to 


11 to 


11* 


13 to 14* 


20 to 


22 


18 to 


90 


93 to 95 


95 to 


98 


33 to 35 


to 


30 


97 to 33 


lc*|to 




22 to 


23 


19 to 90 


93 to 


95 


98 to 39 


95 to 


28 


94 to 96 


134 to 


14 


19 to 


124 


19 to 19& 


194 to 


13 


144 to 154 


154 to 


16 


15 to 154 


— to 





to 




to 


to 


^— 


to 


to 




to 


.1J? 


n 


otto 


n 


to 

9* to 10 


to 

9*to 


^ 


to 

— to — 


to 

to 





9 to 94 


6 to 


20 


9 to 


20 


15 to 994 
924to 37} 


15 to 


1?! 


19 to 95 


18 to 


25 


12 .to 95 


e to 


99J 


19 to 


344 


924 to 


15 to 37* 


15 to 


37* 


15 to 37* 



8a 
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Prodact«. 



Cincinnati— Continued. 

Cotton, ordinary to good 

ordinary 

low niiddiins to 

{^ood midoilng 

Wool, fleece, common to 

fine 

tub- washed 

unwashed clothing 
unwashed combing 
pulled 

CHICAGO. 

Flour, white winter ex- 
tras bbl 

red winter extras 

spring extras 

spring saporfines 
Wheat, No.l spring, bush 

Xo. 2 spring 

Xo.S8pring 

Com,No.2 

Oat«».No.a 

Rye,No.2 , 

Barley, No. 2 

Hay, timothy ton 

prairie 

Beef, mess bbl 

extra mess 

Pork, muHB 

prime mess 

extra prime 

Lard lb 

Butter, choice to fancy. . 
medium to good. 
Cheese, New Toiic ntctory 
Ohio and western 

factory 

Sngar.NewOrleansprime 

to choice 

New Orleans com- 
mon to fair 

Wool, tub- w ashed 

fleeco- washed 

unwashed 

pulled 



$0 12ito$0 13t 
14|to 161 



8AINT LOUIS. 

Flour, spring bbl . 

winter , 

Wheat, red winter bush. 

white winter 

•Pring 

Com 

Rye , 

Barley 

Oats 

Hay, timothy ton 

prairie 

Beef, mess bbl 

Pork, mess 

Lard lb 

Butter, prime to choice. . . 
medium to good.. 

Cheese, N. Y. factory 

Ohio factory 

Cotton, low middling to 

middling 

ordinary to good 

ordlnaiT 

Wool, tub- washed 

fleece* washed .... 
unwashed 



January. 



45 to 

48 to 

ao to 

33 to 

35 to 



75 to 9 
75 to 7 
75 to 6 
50 to 4 
20 to - 
mto 1 

14 to 1 
49 to 
38ito - 
73 to 
43 to 1 
00 toll 
00 to 10 
25 to 6 
75 to 10 
35 to 14 
eO tol3 
00 toll 

— to 
30 to 
22 to 

15 to 



14 to 15 

61 to 9| 



7ito 
40 to 
30 to 
95 to 
30 to 



50 
45 
32 
35 



5 00 to 5 
4 85 to 9 
1 24 to 1 
1 40 to 1 
1 18 to 1 

53 to 

80 to 
1 05 to 1 

37* to 
16 00 tol7 

12 00 to - 

13 00 to - 

14 50 tol5 

7Jto 
28 to 
20 to 
13|to 
13ito 



14 to 15i 

to 

50 to 52 

as to 42 

29 to 31 



Pebmary. 



I llHol4 18i 
14} to 151 



eo lutoto 
141 to m 



45 to 

48 to 

30 to 

33 to 

35 to 



so to 9 
00 to 7 
00 to 6 
00 to 5 
23} to 1 
22Ho 1 

15 to 1 
5Uto 
42 to 
81 to 
95 to 2 
00 to 14 
00 to 9 
25 to 8 
75 to 10 
40 to 14 
75 to 13 
00 tol2 

9ito 
33 to 
85 to 

16 to 

15* to 

9 to 

7»to 
48 to 
3fi to 
25 to 
35 to 



25 

75 
75 
00 
24 
23i 
16 
58* 
42* 
82 
05 
00 
00 
50 
00 
42* 
00 
25 
9» 
37 
31 
17* 

16* 

9» 

81 
55 
48 
34 
40 



00 to 6 

00 to 9 I 

25 to 1 

40 to 1 

25 to 1 

61 to 

83 to 

40 to 2 

45 to 

00 tol8 ( 

00 toll 

00 to 13 I 

25 to 15 I 
7* to 

28 to 

22 to 
15* to 

15 to 



14* to 15* 



10 to 

48 to 

88 to 

30 to 



12i 
51 
32 
34 



liaroh. 



13*10 



45 to 

48 to 

30 to 

33 to 

35 to 



50 to 9 
75 to 7 
00 to 6 
00 to 4 
19 to 1 
16fto 1 
12* to - 
53*to 
42* to 
84* to 
59 to - 
00 to 14 
00 to 9 
75 to 9 
75 to 10 
85 to 14 
85 to 12 
00 toll 
8*to 
38 to 
30 to 
17 to 



ApriL 



I 12 to|0 14 

15 to 17 

45 to 47 

48 to 50 

30 to 32 

33 to 35 

35 to 38 



10 13*to|0 ]5i 

16* to 17* 

45 to 47 

48 to 50 

30 to 33 

33 to 35 

38 to 40 



85 

50 
75 
50 
20 
17* 

57* 
421 
85* 

50 
SO 
00 
00 
00 
50 
85 
81 
43 
35 
16 



16 to 17 



9 to 

7* to 
48 to 
37 to 
85 to 
35 to 



91 

81 
55 
48 
32 
40 



40 


4 SO 


to 685 


50 


500 


to 9 25 


70 


1 40 


to 1 60 


70 


1 36 


to 1 60 


.•» 


1 19 


to 1 21 


70 


59 


to 68 


86 


87 


to 95 


00 


1 40 


to 1 90 


52 


46 


to 51 


00 


16 00 


to 19 00 


00 


900 


toll 00 


00 


11 00 


to 13 00 


50 


15 25 


tol5S0 


H 


8 


to 9] 


37 


28 


to 37 


27 


24 


to 27 


16* 


15i to 16* 


16 


15 


to 16 



14* to 15* 



i; to 

49 to 

40 to 

32 to 



13* 
52 
45 
35 



00 to 9 

50 to 7 

75 to 6 

00 to 4 

85 to 

19 to 

17 to 
58*to 
42* to 

90 to 

52 to - 

50 to 14 

00 to 10 

75 to 9 

75 to 10 

00 to 15 

00 to 13 

75 to 12 

— to 

36 to 

32 to 

17 to 



1 22* 

15* 
48 
93 

00 
00 
00 
00 
50 
25 
00 
9* 
40 
34 
18 



16 to 17 



9 to 

7* to 
48 to 
36 to 
83 to 
35 to 



9* 

55 

48 
32 

40 



85 to 6 

85 to 9 

32 to I 

55 to 1 
23*to 1 

66 to 

00 to 1 

85 to 1 

48 to 

00 to27 

00 to 15 

00 to 13 

75 ton 
0|to 

88 to 

88 to 

16 to 

17 to 



May. 



I 



700 

5 50 

5 37* 

3 50 

1 29 

1 28} 

1 19} 

63* 

461 

91 

1 60 

16 00 

14 00 

9 75 

10 75 

16 45 



10 
33 
87 
15 



to 9 00 
to 700 
to 10 00 ! 
to 4 87* 
to 1 33 I 

to — I 
to 664' 
to 47 , 
to 99 
to 1 65 
tolSSO 
tolS 00 
tolO 00 
toll 00 
to — 

to 

to i 

to 10* 
to 36 
to 30 ' 
to 15* 



15 to 15* 
8|to 9* 



7* to 
48 to 
35 to 
25 to 
35 to 



55 
47 
33 , 



485 
4 35 

1 15 

1 40 

1 10 

54 

93 

1 00 

47 

20 00 

16 00 
18 50 

17 50 
10 
80 
15 
16 
17 



15} to 17* 

18* to 14* 

52 to 53 

40 to 45 

33 to 35 



« 00 
9 00 
1 42 
I 50 
1 20 
70 ' 
96 I 
1 30 

^ 1 
to94 00 
to 20 00 
to 13 50 
to 18 00 
to 12 
to 30 
to SO 
to 17 
to Ir* 

to 17* 



14 to 15* 

44 to 50 

35 to 45 

28 to 3C 



Digitized by.LjOOQlC 



BEPOBT OP THE STATIttTlCIAN. 

PRODUCTS FOB 1874. 

M nearly as praistieahle, at the beginning of each montK 



115 



Jane. 


July. 


August. 


September. 


October. 


Kovember. 


Deoember. 


to 14 tolO 16 


10 13} to to 15 


10 13 tolO 141 


lOmto 10144 


6018ito$013) 


$01Uto|013 


g013 toiom 


17 to 181 


16 to 18i 


15| to 174 


15^ to 171 


14ito 16 


13ito 144 


134 to 141 


40 to 48 


40 to 43 


48 to 45 


48 to 45 


43 to 47 


43 to 47 


43 to 47 


42 to 45 


44 to 46 


45 to 48 


45 to 50 


50 to 53 


50 to 58 


48 to 50 


28 to 30 


30 to 31 


30 to 31 


30 to 31 


33 to 34 


38 to 34 


33 to 33 


35 to 37 


35 to 38 


35 to 38 


35 to 38 


35 to 39 


35 to 39 


35 to 38 


35 to 36 


33 to 33 


33 to 35 


33 to 35 


35 to 38 


37 to 38 


35 to 38 


675 to 9 00 


600 to 800 


5 75 to 7 75 


550 to 750 


600 to 785 


585 to 635 


to 


5 50 to 7 00 


550 to 650 


550 to 650 


4 75 to 650 


550 to 600 


to 


to 


5 £5 to 10 00 


5 00 to 6 50 


5 00 to 5 75 


513|to 550 


4634to 550 


435 to|500 


4 40 to 4 75 


3 50 to 4 87^ 


3 50 to 4 75 


3 50 to 4 75 


350 to 450 


350 to 435 


300 to 400 


3]2ito 365 


l»ito 1 21 


1 19 to 1 m 
1 16 to 1 161 


1 08 to 


97 to 


98 to 09 


88 to 


94 to 


1 16 to 1 IM 


to 


934to 931 


98 to 09 


83 to 83i 


924 to 


1 13 to 


1 onto 1 10 


to 97 


90 to 


85 to 90 


79 to 


85 to 


26ito 56f 


58ito 59 


63 to 90 


66fto 674 


81 to 83 


70 to 711 
40iito 47^ 


74 to 77 


43*to 45 


48 to 434 


43 to 71 


40 to 4U 
75 to 75l 


49 to 53 


534to 54 


90 to 02 


ra to 86 


73 to 76 


89 to 90 


83 to 83 


94 to 


1 40 to 1 45 


I 10 to 1 80 


1 03 to 1 05 


93 to 


100 to 115 


134 to 133 


121 to 135 


15 00 to 19 00 


11 SO to 14 00 


17 50 tolSOO 


11 .-SO to 1550 


1450 tolO.'iO 


1300 tol650 


1300 to 18 00 


S 00 to 18 00 


7 50 to 9 00 


5 00 to 10 00 


800 tolOOO 


1100 tol350 


850 tolSOO 


900 tol350 


10 75 toll 00 


11 00 toll 85 


11 85 toll 50 


1135 to 11 50 


950 to 


850 to 


835 to 


1175 to IS 00 


U 00 to 18 85 


12 25 to 18 50 


1235 to 1350 


1050 to 


950 to 


935 to 


17 30 to 


17 70 to 17 75 


83 35 to33 30 


8300 to 


3175 to8300 


1800 tol950 


3025 to20 30 


to 


to 


to 


to 


to 


to 


17 75 to 18 00 


to 


to 


to 


to 


to 


to 


1500 to 1550 


101 to 


11 to lU 


184 to ISi 


15 to 121 


14|tO 144 


13g to 124 


to 13* 


23 to 25 


81 to 84 


85 to 28 


88 to 33 


30 to 35 


30 to 38 


33 to 38 


18 to 28 


16 to 18 


20 to S3 


33 to 35 


83 to 87 


84 to 88 


25 to 88 


14 to 15 


11 to 18 


11 to 18 


134 to 13 


13| to 144 


15 to 16 


15 to 15i 


13 to 141 


lOito 11 


10 to 11 


114 to m 


12|to 13| 


14 to 15 


14 to 144 


9ito Of 


to 


to 


to 


to 


9|t0 94 


to 94 


71 to 8i! to 


to 


to 


to 


8|to 94 


84 to 


48 to 58 


45 to 50 


46 to 53 


45 to 55 


45 to 57 


45 to 57 


45 to 57 


35 to 42 


38 to 44 


38 to 44 


40 to 47 


40 to 50 


40 to 50 


40 to 47 


25 to 38 


87 to 33 


87 to 33 


87 to 34 


87 to 35 


87 to 35 


37 to 34 


to 


to 


to 


to 


to 


to 


to 


425 to 6 00 


4 85 to 6 00 


4 85 to 600 


300 to 450 


300 to 450 


300 to 450 


300 to 450 


425 to 900 


4 85 to 9 00 


4 85 to 9 00 


300 to 800 


300 to 800 


300 to 800 


300 to 700 


1 15 to 1 48 


95 to 1 35 


1 80 to 1 35 


100 to 118 


93 to 117 


90 to 112 


95 to 118 


140 to 1 50 


1 30 to 1 35 


95 to 1 80 


118 to 182 


100 to 180 


100 to 110 


95 to 108 


110 to 1 80 


90 to 1 00 


90 to 1 00 


80 to 85 


80 to 90 


80 to 85 


88 to 98 


54 to 70 


50 to 70 


68 to 76 


67 to 74 


79 to 90 


70 to 75 


67 to 88 


93 to 95 


65 to 80 


60 to 1 05 


75 to 80 


90 to 95 


83 to 86 


90 to 97 


1 00 to 1 30 


to 


1 00 to 1 15 


95 to ISO 


95 to 180 


95 to 130 


110 to 143 


47 to 58 


45 tu 52 


40 to 48 


43 to 45 


50 to 54 


49 to 51 


52 to 56 


20<JO to84 00 


34 00 toS8 00 


18 00 to31 00 


1700 toSOOO 


1700 toSOOO 


1900 to3400 


1900 to8300 


16 00 to80 00 


10 00 to 13 00 


10 00 to 13 00 


1100 to 14 00 


1100 tol400 


12 00 to 15 00 


1200 tolBOO 


12 50 to 13 50 


18 50 tol3 50 


13 50 to 13 50 


1400 tol500 


1400 to 1500 


14 00 to 15 00 


14 00 to 1500 


17 SO to 18 00 


18 50 to 18 75 


83 00 to34 00 


3400 to8500 


3350 to8375 


8150 to8300 


1970 to2050 


19 to 18 


10 to 13 


10 to 18 


11 to 14 


18 to 15 


13 to 15 


12 to 14 


20 to 30 


18 to 88 


18 to 88 


30 to 28 


85 to 35 


88 to 36 


38 to 36 


15 to 80 


14 to 16 


14 to 18 


16 to SO 


80 to 85 


33 to 86 


38 to 33 


16 to 17 


16 to 17 


16 to 17 


16 to 17 


13 to 134 


13 to 134 


13 to 13i 
13 to 134 


17 to ISi 


17 to 184 


17 to 184 


174 to 18 


13|to 14 


13 to 134 


-•- to 17* 


to 174 


to 171 


15^ to 16| 


144 to 15^ 


14 to 15 


13ito 


14 to 15| 


14 to 154 


14 to 15i 


18 to 144 


13|to 13} 


111 to 131 


13 to 


44 to 50 


49 to 31 


49 to 51 


49 to 53 


50 to 53 


50 to 53 


50 to 54 


35 to 45 


38 to 40 


38 to 40 


38 to 40 


33 to 45 


33 to 45 


32 to 53 


38 to| 36 


87 to 33 


87 to 33 


87 to 33 


37 to 33 


87 to 33 


38 to 36 
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Producta. 



January. 



February. 



March. 



AprU. 



Hay. 



KBW OBLBAKS. 

Flour, saperflno bbl. 

extraa 

choice to fancy — 

Corn, \Thite bash. 

yellow 

Oatft 

Hay, choice ton. 

prime 

Beef, Texas bbl. 

Fulton Market Ibbl 
..bbl 



western 

Pork, mesa 

Lard lb 

Butter, choice northern . 

western .. 

Cheese, western factory. 

N. T. cream 

Sugar, fair to full fair. . . 
prime to strictly 

prime 

clarified, white and 

yellow 

Cotton, ordinary to good 

ordinary 

low midaling to 
good middling.. 

Tobacco, Fugs 

low leaf to me- 

diamleaf 

Wool, lake 



8AM FRANCISCO. 

Flour, superfine bbl 

extra 

family and fancy . . 
Wheat, California, cental. 

Oregon 

Barley 

Oats 

Com 

Hav.State ton 

Bee'f,mes8 bbl 

family meaa. ..^ bbl. 

Pork, mess bbl 

prime mesa 

Lard lb 

Butter, overland 

California 

Oregon 

Cheese 

Wool, native 

California 

Oregon 



85 to|5 
00 to 7 
00 to 9 
71 to 
70 to 
57 to 
00 to - 
00 to - 
00 tolS 
00 tol3 
00 to 19 
85 to - 

8ito 
42 to - 
30 to 
Uito 
17 to - 

6ftO 

8 to 

Sftto 

Hi to 

Ml to 
5ito 

7»to 
95 to 



8« 
10 
13i 



50 to|5 
90 to 7 
50 to 9 
73 to 
— to 
57 to 
00 to94 
00 to - 
00 to - 
00 to - 
00 to 16 

es^tois 

9 to 
40 to 
87 to 
141 to - 
17|to - 

6ito 



8ito 8i 

9ito m 

111 to 14i 

15tto 171 

5it0 7| 

7|to 91 

85 to ^ 



75 15 85 to 



18 



550 


to 5 75 


600 


to 


685 


to 7 00 


885 


to 830 


885 


to 830 


1 35 


to 1 65 


1 60 


to 1 85 


1 40 


to 1 45 


13 00 


to 18 00 


9 50 


to 10 00 


900 


to 10 00 


18 00 


to 18 50 


16 00 


to 16 50 


10 


to Jl 


15 


to 85 


30 


to 45 


15 


to 80 


18 


to 18 


13 


to 16 


18 


to 88 


18 


to 88 



5 50 

6 00 
6 50 
8 15 

8 15 
1 40 
1 50 
1 60 

14 00 

9 50 
9 00 

18 00 
17 50 
10 
15 
30 
15 
18 
14 
18 
18 



to 575 

to 

to 7 00 
to 285 
to 885 
to 1 65 
to 1 80 
to 1 65 
to 17 00 
to 10 00 
to 10 00 
to 18 50 
to 18 00 
to 11 



85 to 
63ito|7 

75 to 9 

75 to 

— to 
63 to - 

— to - 
00 to - 
00 to - 
00 to - 

— to - 
00 to - 

9 to 

38 to 

88 to 

17 to - 

19 to - 

7 to 



n 



•4 75 to - 

585 to96 

785 to 9 

75 to 

to 

68 to 

81 00 to88 

17 00 to 19 

18 00 to - 
18 00 to > 
18 00 to 18 
16 871 to 17 

9 to 

45 to 

33 to 

17 to - 

19 to 

7 to 



8Jto 



8 to 

Hi to 

141 to 
5 to 

6ito 
— ^to 



91 
13i 
17i 



nto 7| 

9 to H 

19ito 14i 

15|t0 17i 

41 to 51 

5|to 8 
nominal. 



585 

5 75 

685 

1 »5 

1 85 

1 45 

1 45 

1 65 

18 50 

9 00 

9 00 

17 00 

17 50 

10 

15 

30 

15 

18 

14 

18 

18 



to 550 
to 6 00 
to 650 
to 1 95 
to 1 95 
to 1 75 
to 1 75 
to 1 70 
to 16 50 
to 9 50 
to 10 00 
to 17 50 
tolHOO 
to 11 
to 85 
to 38 
to SO 
to 18 

to 

to 

to 



450 
585 
5 75 
1 90 
1 90 
1 55 
1 60 
1 65 

16 00 

8 50 

9 00 

17 00 
16 50 

10 
15 
30 
15 
15 
14 
16 
16 



to 500 
to 550 
to 600 
to 800 
to 800 
to 1 75 
to 1 80 
to 1 70 
to 18 50 
to 900 
to 10 00 
ton 50 
to 17 50 
to 13 



80 to|5 00 

25 to 6 75 

00 to 950 

88 to 90 

8S to 

60 to 62 

00 to 

00 to 

00 to 18 85 

50 to 

00 to 18 50 

75 to 18 00 

10 to 11 

38 to 40 

33 to 40 

17 to 

19 to 80 
7itO S{ 



61 to 
13it0 



161 


to 


n 


4 


to 


4 


"^t^ 


8 


450 


to 


475 


500 


to 


585 


550 


to 


575 


1 75 


to 


195 


1 75 


to 


1 95 


1 60 


to 


190 


1 55 


to 


I 65 


1 65 


to 


1 75 


14 50 


to 19 00 


850 


to 


900 


900 


to 10 00 


18 50 


to 19 00 


17 00 


to 17 50 


11 


to 


13 


15 


to 


20 


85 


to 


^ 


15 


to 


80 


18ito 


16 


14 


to 


16 


80 


to 


95 


20 


to 


85 
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June. 


July. 


August. 


September. 


October. 


November. 


December. 


to 


$5 00 to 


to|4 50 


to|400 


1400 to 


1495 to 


1425 to 94 374 


|6 00 to«6 50 


550 to|6 50 


to 4 75 


$485 to 535 


485 tolOSO 


450 to9575 


450 to 525 


6 75 t« 9 50 


7 00 to 8 75 


17 75 to 8 50 


635 to 700 


6634to 700 


585 to 700 


5374 to 6 50 
1074 to 108 


70 to 


81 to 


90 to 93i 


ao to 93 


98 to 100 


105 to 


70 to 


83 to 65 


77 to 78 


to 80 


97 to 98 


100 to 1034 


105 to 


5d to 60 


63 to 64 


75 to 80 


56 to 60 


64 to 65 


63 to 63 


70 to 72 


to 


to 


86 50 toSTOO 


to8600 


9500 to9650 


8700 to9800 


3700 to2900 


33 00 toS5 00 


34 00 toSSOO 


35 00 to35 50 


3300 to3400 


3400 toSSOO 


3500 to3650 


26 50 to 


12 00 to 13 35 


13 00 to 13 95 


18 00 to 18 95 


1300 to 1895 


to 


to 


to 


13 08 to 


11 95 toll 50 


U 95 toll 50 


1135 tollSO 


1100 toll 50 


1100 tollSO 


1125 tollSO 


Id 00 tola 50 


15 50 to 16 OO 


15 00 tolOOO 


1500 toiooa 


to 


to 


1800 to 


IS 75 to 


90 00 toSl 00 


35 50 to 


to9450 


3400 to3450 


9800 to9950 


3100 to3300 


134 to 19} 


13 to 13i 


to 15 


to 15} 


16 to 17| 


144 to 15ft 


15} to 16 


36 to 38 


39 to 34 


_— to — — 


38 to 30 


to 43 


40 to 


42 to 43 


38 to 30 


17 to 99 


90 to 95 


30 to 93 


25 to 35 


30 to 39 


28 to 30 


15 to 151 


16 to 


to 14 


to 13 


154 to 16 


15 to 154 


15 to 154 


18 to 


to 


to 19 


to 19 


18 to 


174 to 18 
84 to 9} 


16 to 18 


8ito 81 


8 to 8t 


9|to 94 


9tto 94 


to 


64to 74 


9 to 


9 to 9| 


to 


9ito 94 


10} to 10} 


8|to 9i 


74to 84 


10 to 


10|to 


to 


10} to 11} 


104 to 1<H 


10 to 104 


8|to 104 


I3ito 15| 


194 to Uk 


HI to 144 


11} to 14} 


11} to 134 


13 to 134 


to 131 


t^to 161 
4 to 6 


*i|S M 


154 to 16} 
7|to 9 


16 to 17 
74to 9 


14} to 154 
84 to 104 


13{ to 144 
9 to 111 


144 to 15 

9 to 114 


6|to 8 
SSlto 34 


8 to 9} 


94 to 114 


94to 12 


10} to 13 


18 to 14 


19 to 14 


34 to 


to 34" 


to 34 


344to 


to 


95 to 


4S0 to 4 75 


4 50 to 4 75 


400 to 450 


495 to 450 


400 to 435 


390 to 425 


400 to 425 


590 to 5 35 


500 to 550 


to 4 75 


to 4 75 


450 to 4684 


4 634 to 4874 


4 50 to 4 75 


550 to 5 75 


550 to 600 


500 to 6 00 


500 to 535 


475 to 


500 to 5134 


500 to 5121 


1 65 to 1 85 


1 65 to 1 65 


1 50 to 1 65 


145 to 160 


140 to 150 


135 to 155 


135 to 155 


165 to 1 85 


165 to 1 65 


1 50 to 1 60 


150 to 160 


140 to 150 


140 to 150 


140 to 155 


ISO to 1 85 


1 00 to 1 75 


1 134to 1 40 


105 to 175 


105 to 135 


105 to 135 


115 to 145 


1 SO to 1 75 


1 50 to 1 75 


I 40^to 1 75 


145 to 165 


145 to 165 


125 to 165 


125 to 165 


1 90 to 3 00 


1 90 to 900 


to 


180 to 185 


155 to 160 


135 to 130 


135 to 1424 


MOO tol7 00 


10 00 toUOO 


11 00 to 14 50 


800 to 13 50 


800 tol400 


900 tolSOO 


17 00 to 


^ jO to 9 50 


8 50 to 9 00 


8 50 to 10 00 


850 tolOOO 


850 tolOOO 


900 to 


900 tolOOO 


9 00 to 10 00 


10 00 tol9 00 


650 to 800 


650 to 800 


O.'iO to 800 


to 


650 to 800 


18 00 to 19 00 


19 00 to90 00 


19 00 to90 00 


2300 to34 00 


3300 to8400 


3200 to3400 


2300 to3400 


18 00 to 18 50 


16 50 to 


17 50 to 18 00 


1750 tol850 


1750 tol850 


17 50 to 18 50 


1800 to2100 


11} to 134 


19 to 134 


13 to 14 


15 to 16 


15 to 16 


15 to 16 


144 to 16 


15 to 90 


90 to 93 


90 to 98 


90 to 95 


90 to 95 


30 to 85 


25 to 40 


35 to 30 


95 to 30 


95 to 35 


95 to 40 


95 to 50 


25 to 50 


25 to 60 


15 to 90 


18 to 90 


18 to 90 


18 to 90 


18 to 95 


20 to 30 


20 to 35 


13|to 16 


194 to 1« 


134 to 16 


134 to 16 


184 to 16 


124 to 16 


124 to 16 


15 to 17 


17 to 19 


17 to 19 


17 to 19 


17 to 99 


14 to 22 


12 to 20 


30 to 98 


93 to 33 


95 to 33 


35 to 33 


95 to 30 


18 to 22 


15 to 20 


30 to 28 


95 to 39 


95 to 33 


95 to 33 


25 to 30 


20 to 93 


18 to 90 
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The following quotations represent the state of the markets , 



Kind of stock. 



From- T<v— 



NKW TOBK. 

Cattle, extra beeves. cental 

good to prime 

common to fair 

milcli cows head 

calves 

Sheep cental 

Swine 

PHILADRLPHIA. 

Cattle, common to choice 

beeves cental 

Sheep 

Swine, corn-fed , 

BALTIMOBB. 

Cattle, best beeves. ..cental 

first quality 

medium , 

gen'l av'ge of market 

Sheep 

Swiue, corn-fed , 

CINCINNATI. 

Cattle,batcher8*8teer8, oent'l 

shipping grades 

milcn cows head. 

calves cental. 

Sheep, common to prime. . . . 

Swine 

CHICAGO. 

Cattle.ex.grad'd steers,l,400 
to 1,550 lbs., cental. 

choice, 3 years old, 
1,300 to 1.450 lbs... 

good, l.aoO to 1,350 lbs. 

med., 1.150 to 1,950 lbs. 

lower grade, natives . 

Texans, ch'ce corn-fed 

Texans, north-wlnt'd. 

Texans, thro'^droves. 

Sheep, poor to choice 

Swine, poor to medium 

good to extra 

BAINT LOUIS. 

Cattle, choice natives, 1,300 

to 1,600 lbs., cental. 

prime 2d class, 1,150 

to 1,400 lbs 

good 3d grade, 1,050 

to 1,300 lbs 

fair butchers' steers, 
1,000 to 1,800 lbs... 
inferior native grades 
Texans and Chero- 
kees, corn-fattened. 
Texans, thro* droves. 

Sheep 

Swine 

Horses, plugs head. 

street-oar 

good work 

driving animals .... 

draught animals 

Mules, 14 to 15 hands high. . 
15 to 16 hands high., 
extra 

NEW OBLKANB. 

CatUe, Tex. beeves, ch . head . 

Ist quality 

2d quality 

weat'n beeves, cental 

milch cows head . 

calves 

Sheep, 1st quality 

2d quality 

Swine cental. 



$19 50 
11 75 
10 95 
40 00 
6 00 
3 50 
5 37^ 



350 

4 50 
7 50 



5 75 
4 75 

4 00 

5 12 
4 00 
7 00 



9 75 
4 50 
35 00 
6 00 
3 50 
525 



580 

530 
4 90 
4 50 
1 75 
425 
3 00 
1 75 

3 00 

4 90 
535 



500 
4 50 
350 

395 

900 

1 75 

1 50 

3 75 

9 81 

30 00 

75 00 

80 00 

90 00 

125 00 

60 00 

120 00 

150 00 



35 00 

90 00 

10 00 

35 00 

700 

4 00 

3 00 

7 50 



•13 00 
19 25 

11 5C 
80 00 

12 00 
7 37i 
5 87i 



8 00 
625 
7 75 



700 
5 75 
4 75 



From- T<v— 



6 50 
895 



525 
525 
60 00 
7 00 
5 00 
5 80 



600 

5 65 
5 15 
4 75 
4 40 

4 75 
3 75 
9 75 
500 
530 

5 55 



550 

4 75 

3 75 

350 
495 

400 
3 00 

5 00 
5 37i 

65 00 
90 to 
100 00 
ISO 00 
175 00 
110 00 
160 00 
200 00 



45 00 

40 00 

28 00 

12 50 

100 00 

10 00 

5 00 

4 00 

8 00 



912 50 
11 75 
10 00 
40 00 
8 00 
6 50 
625 



4 00 

500 
9 25 



5 75 
450 
4 00 
4 75 
4 00 
7 25 



4 75 

4 00 

30 00 

225 

4 50 

5 50 



5 75 

520 

4 75 
450 
1 75 
400 
3 00 
1 75 
3 75 
480 

5 40 



5 75 

4 50 

5 50 

325 

250 

900 

1 50 

4 50 

4 90 

30 00 

80 00 

85 00 

100 00 

125 00 

50 00 

115 00 

150 00 



45 00 

35 00 

20 00 

10 00 

:» 00 

7 00 

4 00 

3 00 

6 00 



112 75 
19 25 
11 SO 
80 00 
13 00 
8 12} 
6 75 



7 75 
7 25 
9 50 



6 8T 
5 75 
4 50 



7 00 
825 



5 50 
4 50 

SO 00 
425 

6 00 
625 



625 

5 50 
5 10 
4 70 
4 00 

4 60 
3 50 
9 75 

5 50 
5 30 
5 75 



695 

500 
4 00 

350 

3 75 

4 00 

9 50 



5 65 
60 00 
90 00 
100 00 
140 00 
165 00 
100 00 
165 00 
200 00 



40 00 
28 00 
12 50 
100 00 
10 00 
5 00 
4 00 
7 50 



From- To— 



919 00 
11 50 
9 75 
40 00 
8 00 
6 00 
6 62 



4 00 

5 50 
8 50 



5 75 
4 62 
4 00 
4 75 
2 50 
7 25 



525 

325 

95 00 

4 50 

4 50 

5 10 



5 85 

5 40 
5 10 
4 75 
9 00 
425 

3 95 
900 

4 00 
495 
530 



550 
4 75 
3 75 

3 50 
950 

300 
1 75 
500 

4 90 
30 00 
80 00 
85 00 

100 00 
125 00 
50 00 
115 00 
150 00 



45 00 
35 00 
20 00 
800 
35 00 
7 00 
400 
3 00 
500 



•13 00 
12 25 
11 25 
80 00 
15 00 
800 
7 25 



800 
750 
9 00 



700 
5 75 
4 62 



7 75 
695 



5 50 
5 00 
65 00 



00 
600 



625 

5 70 
530 
500 
450 
4 75 
400 
300 
695 
500 

6 30 



6 00 

500 

4 00 

3 75 
3 75 

395 
3 75 



5 30 
60 00 
90 00 
100 00 
140 00 
165 00 
100 00 
165 00 
250 00 



40 00 
28 00 
10 00 
100 00 
10 00 
5 00 
4 00 
7 



$12 75 

11 50 

10 00 

35 00 

6 50 



)icti 



From- To— 



5 50 



4 SO 

600 
8 59 



625 
525 

4 75 

5 87 
4 50 
750 



595 
3 50 
30 00 
6 00 
450 
525 



6 15 

565 
595 
500 
3 00 
450 
3 75 
9 75 
550 
5 10 
555 



600 
550 
495 

4 50 
9 75 

350 
900 
9 50 

5 00 
30 00 
80 00 
85 00 

100 00 
125 00 
50 00 
115 00 
175 00 



40 00 
35 00 
20 00 
10 00 
35 00 
7 00 
4 00 
3 00 



•13 00 
12 50 



From- To— 



80 00 
10 SO 
9 25 
850 



7 75 

8 62| 
900 



7 19 
695 
595 



•U 50 
10 00 



850 
8 37^ 

5 75 
5 00 
60 00 
7 50 
7 00 
620 



6 50 

600 
5 60 
525 
5 00 
525 

4 25 
350 
8 12^ 

5 45 

6 15 



695 
5 75 
4 75 

4 75 
450 

400 
3 00 

5 GO 
525 

60 00 
90 00 
100 00 
140 00 
165 00 
100 00 
165 00 
200 00 



55 00 
40 00 
98 00 
12 50 
100 00 
10 00 
500 
400 



8 00 
500 
550 



4 50 

6 00 
8 75 



6 50 

5 62 
525 

6 00 

6 00 

7 50 



5 00 

4 00 
30 00 

5 00 
3 75 
525 



6 10 

560 
5 95 
4 75 

3 00 

4 00 



4 50 
4 50 
550 



5 75 

525 

4 50 

420 
9 75 

3 75 
9 75 
425 

4 50 
30 00 
80 00 
85 00 

100 00 
125 00 
50 00 
115 00 
175 00 



40 00 

35 00 

90 00 

10 00 

35 00 

7 00 

4 00 

3 00 

00 



•19 75 



8 SO 
7 50 



750 
9 00 
9 00 



795 

6 SO 
5 69 



8 00 
8 25 



5 75 
4 75 

65 00 

6 25 
600 
6 15 



6 40 

585 
5 50 
5 10 
4 95 
4 50 



8 25 
5 00 
590 



6 05 
5 50 
475 

425 

5 00 

4 75 
350 

6 10 
545 

eooo 

90 00 
100 00 
140 00 
165 00 
100 00 
165 00 
900 00 



55 00 

40 00 

98 00 

19 50 

100 00 

10 00 

500 

4 00 

7 50 
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OF LIVE STOCK. 

09 nearly as pradicahU, at the beginning of each month. 



JUKB. 


JULY. 


AUGUST. 


SEPTEMBER. 


OCTOBER. 


NOVEMBER. 


DECSMRER. 


From- 


To— 


From- 


To— 


From- 


To~ 


From- 


To- 


From— 


To- 


From- 


To- 


From- 


To— 




112 75 




112 75 


$13 00 




113 00 


613 95 


•19 75 


ns 00 


113 30 


ns 00 


113 75 


$14 00 


m 50 




110 25 




. 


mhh 


12 00 


19 75 








13 00 




13 25 


10 00 








10 50 

40 00 

7 00 


eoob 

11 00 


10 00 
45 00 
700 


11 75 
(tS 00 

12 00 


8 50 
50 00 
600 


esoo 

11 00 


7 25 
40 00 
850 












40 00 
10 00 


80 00 
11 00 


70 00 
14 00 


40 00 
9 00 


70 00 




9 00 


11 00 


5 00 


6 50 


450 


5 50 




650 




750 


4 50 


6 35 


450 


7 62 


4 00 


7 50 


7 35 


7 SO 




5 87) 






7 00 




6 00 


6 75 


5 00 


650 


6 75 


700 


5 00 


7 75 


4 50 


7 62 


550 


750 


325 


7 50 


335 


7 50 


300 


7 12| 


400 


9 25 


5 00 


6 75 
9 00 

7 45 


425 

8 75 

600 


6 00 
9 00 

700 


4 50 
10 00 

5 50 


5 75 
10 75 

662 


2 25 
10 00 

525 


6 00 
13 00 

6 87 


400 
11 00 

500 


6 00 
11 50 

625 


3 50 
9 50 

4 75 


5 50 
10 00 

6 35 






8 75 






6G2 


5 37 


6 75 


5 75 


6 62 


4 75 


600 


437 


550 


4 00 


5 25 


4 00 


5 00 


3 75 


4 75 


437 


5 37 


5 25 


575 


4 35 


4 75 


3 75 


437 


325 


4 00 


3 50 


4 00 


3 00 


3 75 


3 35 


437 


6 G2 




5 75 




5 75 




4 75 




4 12 




3 87 




4 25 




i 00 


6 00 
895 


400 
7 75 


525 

600 


250 
9 50 






350 
10 85 


230 
8 00 


525 

10 50 


4 00 
800 


5 60 
8 75 


4 00 

8 75 


5 SO 


7 SO 


10 00 


10 00 


6 95 


500 


5 75 


425 


525 


425 


550 


500 


5 50 


450 


6 00 


4 75 


5 00 


4 75 


5 50 


4 00 


4 75 


3 50 


5 00 




500 




5 00 




5 00 


3 75 


450 


3 50 


4 50 


30 00 


65 00 


30 00 


50 00 


25 00 


40 00 


25 00 


50 00 


25 00 


50 00 


30 00 


50 00 


30 00 


55 00 


500 


7 00 


4 50 


600 


4 00 


5 00 


5 00 


6 00 


5 50 


700 


5 00 


7 00 


6 50 


8 00 


3 75 


6 00 


3 00 


5 75 


300 


450 


325 


4 50 


3 00 


4 50 


300 


4 SO 


3 25 


5 00 


525 


6 15 


585 


630 




725 




7 80 


540 


655 


5 00 


6 10 


650 


750 


6 15 


6 40 


625 


6 SO 


6 10 


650 


640 


700 


6 40 


6 70 


Nomi 


nal.... 


625 


650 


5 90 


6 90 


5 85 


6 10 


5 75 


6 00 


6 00 


625 


5 75 


600 


535 


5 75 


550 


600 


5 40 


5 70 


5 50 


5 75 


525 


t^ 


525 


5 75 


435 


535 


400 


4 75 


4 50 


500 


4 50 


5 50 


4 75 


5 40 


4 25 


4 25 


5 00 


3 75 


4 35 


335 


3 75 


4 00 


4 SO 


300 


535 


200 


4 75 


2 00 


4 50 


1 75 


4 00 


250 


3 so 


1 SO 


335 


1 75 


4 25 


425 


5 00 


500 


550 


500 


525 


4 50 


5 25 


425 


4 75 


3 75 


450 


425 


4 50 


300 


4 00 


3 50 


4 25 


3 00 


4 25 


250 


400 


2 00 


3 75 


1 75 


3 50 


2 25 


425 


300 


4 00 


1 50 


325 


2 00 


425 


1 50 


3 75 


300 


3 75 


1 50 


335 


1 75 


3 75 


3 50 


7 25 


2 00 


4 50 


300 


500 


3 00 


4 75 


225 


4 SO 


3 50 


450 


250 


4 50 


4 75 


5 40 


5 30 


5 65 


6 35 


6 65 


6 70 


6 90 


500 


650 


535 


6 00 


6 50 




5 45 


580 


585 


6 15 


6 70 


685 


7 00 


8 40 


6 60 


750 


605 


6 40 




7 50 


600 


625 


6 00 


625 


575 


600 


550 


5 75 


500 


5 75 


500 


550 


4 75 


5 75 


500 


5 75 


500 


525 


4 75 


500 


4 75 


525 


300 


500 


4 75 




4 50 




4 75 


500 


.:« 


425 


385 


400 


385 


4 00 


200 


350 


300 


400 


3 50 




4 50 


4 75 


3 50 


4 00 


3 25 


3 75 


325 


3 75 














3 00 


4 50 


2 00 


3 75 


2 00 


9 50 


225 


2 50 






1 00 


350 


2 00 


3 50 


4 25 


500 


300 


3 75 


3 12i 


362 


300 


3 50 


350 


4 50 


300 


3 50 


2 75 


350 


200 
4 00 


3 50 


1 25 


2 00 


2 12i 
250 


9 37 


1 90 


2 20 


1 75 


3 00 






1 75 


2 SO 


6 00 


250 


600 


6 00 


3 00 


4 25 


325 


4 25 


250 


535 


225 


4 75 


4 80 


560 


500 


600 


5 50 


725 


4 00 


750 


450 


725 


325 


625 


5 50 


7 50 


40 00 


75 00 


40 00 


75 00 


40 00 


75 00 


40 00 


75 00 


40 00 


75 00 


40 00 


75 00 


40 00 


75 00 


75 00 


125 00 


75 00 


125 00 


75 00 


135 00 


75 00 


125 00 


75 00 


125 00 


80 00 


110 00 


80 00 


110 00 


80 00 


110 00 


80 00 


120 00 


80 00 


110 00 


80 00 


110 00 


80 00 


110 00 


75 00 


125 00 


75 00 


125 00 


100 00 


150 00 


150 00 


900 00 


100 00 


150 00 


100 00 


150 OC 


100 00 


150 00 


160 00 


150 00 


100 00 


150 00 


130 00 


170 00 


115 00 


200 00 


130 00 


200 00 


130 00 


180 00 


130 00 


170 00 


130 00 


170 00 


130 00 


170 00 


65 00 


100 00 


70 00 


135 00 


75 00 


180 00 


75 00 


130 00 


75 00 


120 00 


75 00 


120 00 


75 00 


120 00 


110 00 


165 00 


140 00 


170 00 


120 00 


180 00 


120 00 


165 00 


130 00 


165 00 


120 00 


180 00 


120 00 


180 00 


175 00 


200 00 


165 00 


100 00 


175 00 


200 00 


160 00 


200 00 


175 00 


300 00 


175 00 


200 00 


175 00 


300 00 


40 00 


55 00 


40 00 


45 00 




40 00 




40 00 




40 00 




40 00 




40 00 


35 00 


40 00 


35 00 


40 00 


30 00 


35 00 


30 00 


35 00 


30 00 


35 00 


Ho 00 


35 00 


30 00 


35 00 


90 00 


28 00 


20 00 


25 00 


90 00 


25 00 


20 00 


25 00 


30 00 


35 00 


30 00 


35 00 


20 00 


35 00 


10 00 


19 50 


























35 00 


100 00 


35 00 


iob 6b 


35 00 


100 00 


35 00 


100 00 


35 00 


100 00 


4660 


100 00 


35 00 


100 00 


700 


10 00 


7 00 


10 00 


800 


9 00 


7 00 


9 00 


7 00 


9 00 


7 00 


9 00 


700 


9 00 


4 00 


500 


4 00 


500 


4 00 


500 


4 00 


5 00 


4 00 


5 00 


4 00 


500 


4 00 


5 00 


300 


4 00 


3 00 


4 00 


3 00 


4 00 


300 


4 00 


300 


4 00 


300 


4 00 


300 


4 00 


500 


750 


7 00 


750 


500 


800 


500 


800 


500 


10 00 


500 

Digi 


9 00 

ized by 


J(5c 


><;(? 
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REPORT OP THE C0MMISSI019ER OP AGRICULTURE. 



THE PERSONNEL AND PROFIT OF OUR AGRICULTURE. 

In the report of 1873, dedaetions from census statistics were given, 
shelving the number engaged in the several classes of industry, and the 
proportion of each class to the total number, by States. It has often 
been found necessary to make use of a further classification, by which 
the specialties of agriculture might be investigated. The following 
table is therefore given, showing respectively the number of farm-labor- 
ers, of farmers, of dairymen, of horticulturists, and vine-growers, and 
also the ratio of farmers and of laborers to the whole number. Of the 
total number of laborers, 2,885,996, those between 15 and 60 years of 
age numbered 1,996,886 males and 290,822 females; those under 15, 
426,305 males and 73,169 females ; and those 60 and over, 89,473 males 
and 9,341 females : 



States and Territories. 



Alabama 

Arizona 

Arkansaa , 

California 

Colorado 

Connecticut 

Dakota 

Delaware 

District of Colambla. 

Florida 

Georgia 

Idaho 

lUiuoia 

Indiana 

Iowa 

Kansas 

Kentucky 

Loaisiana 

Maine 

Maryland 

Massachusetts 

Michigan 

Minnesota 

Missi ssippi 

Missouri 

Montana 

Nebraska 

Nevada 

New Ham pshire 

New Jersey 

New Mexico 

New York 

North Carolina 

Ohio 

Oregon 

Pennsylvania 

Ehode Island 

South Carolina 

Tennessee 

Texas 

UUh 

Vermont 

Virginia 

Washington 

West Virginia 

Wisconsin 

Wyoming 



United states 2,885,996 



Agricnltnral la- 
borers. 



i 

;z5 



908,811 

565 

53,608 

16.331 

2,659 

16,934 

306 

6,131 

684 

31,033 

264,605 

790 

133,649 

63.949 

69, 8-21 

21. 714 

127,911 

97.763 

94.738 

48,079 

31. 019 

64.665 

90,277 

181,523 

86,807 

670 

5,899 

555 

15,666 

29.940 

10,847 

134,562 

168,978 

191,063 

3,126 

66,697 

5,475 

163,528 

136,925 

61,123 

3.048 

93,692 

162,604 

742 

30.087 

50,753 

56 






71.6 

45.5 

49 

33.9 

41 



12.2 

50.9 

50.1 

73 

78.7 

49.2 

35.5 

31.4 

33.2 

29.6 

46.9 

69.1 

30.1 

59.6 

42w6 

34.6 

96.9 

69.9 

32.6 

31.7 

95.5 

96.6 

33.6 

46.3 

58.1 

35.9 

62.7 

4&1 

93.5 

96.4 

46.4 

79.1 

51.9 

48.6 

99.9 

40.8 

66.4 

19.6 

40.6 

31.7 

35.1 



48.7 



Farmers. 



I 



81,654 

647 

55,541 

24,061 

3.224 

93,704 

2,208 

7,642 

255 

11.165 

70.468 

629 

240,256 

Idl, 695 

139, 478 

50,820 

131, 598 

41. 672 

56.941 

31.213 

39,766 

121,558 

54.623 

77,102 

174, 961 

1,080 

17,037 

1,242 

30,749 

32,077 

7,629 

932,649 

98,290 

902,425 

9,758 

167,646 

5,954 

42,546 

190,550 

79,015 

7,044 

34,144 

80.739 

2,660 

43,702 

108,240 

34 



2,977,711 



28 
50.3 
50.8 
50.2 

49.8 
54.3 

87.5 
47.8 

lae 

26.3 

20.9 

43 

63.8 

68.1 

66.3 

69.4 

50.4 

29.4 

69.4 

38.8 

54.6 

64.9 

75.3 

29.7 

66.2 

51.1 

73.7 



50.8 

40.8 

G2.1 

36.5 

50.9 

73.6 

72.1 

50.0 

90.5 

48.5 

47.3 

67.5 

58.8 

33 

76.3 

59 

67.7 

90.6 



50.8 



5 
5 
3 
1.010 
9 
5 
1 

U 

52 

17 

31 

18 

99 

83 

51 

32 

104 

161 

3 

97 

14 

5 

16 

11 



6 

11 

3 

384 

4 

422 

28 

196 



3,550 



111 
o 



455 

8 

125 

9.648 

28 

667 

1 

196 

347 

59 

453 

e" 

9,260 

790 

810 

338 

794 

861 

303 

813 

1,635 

636 

200 

332 

1,435 

14 

79 

32 

119 

1,521 

21 

5,880 

177 

2,779 

73 

9,460 





332 


16 


108 


75 


426 


9 


214 


17 


112 




122 


48 


794 


1 


27 


12 


125 


25 


580 


4 






39, MT 



"it 
§■1 

II 
I- 



991,628 

1.285 

109, 310 

47,863 
6.462 

43,653 
2,533 

15,973 
1,365 

42,498 
336,145 
1,462 
376.441 
266.777 
210. 963 

73,228 
961. OeO 
141,467 

82,011 

80,449 

72. 810 
187. 211 

75, 157 

959,199 

263.918 

2.111 

93,115 
2,070 

46.573 

63.12t< 

18,66?> 
374,323 
969,23ti 
397, 024 

13,248 
960,051 

11.780 
906.654 
967,090 
1661,753 

10,428 

57,963 

944,550 

3.771 

73.960 

150. 6e7 

1C5 



5.992,471 
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In the following table, based upon census estimates of the value of 
farm productions of 1869, the average earnings of all persons engaged 
in agriculture in the States respectively are presented: 



states. 


111 

iri 




i 
k 

s 

•a 

> 


•5 


1(1^04^ . ,r. T 


88,011 

48,513 

57,983 

79,810 

11,780 

43,653 

374,333 

63,1S8 

800,051 

15,973 

80,449 

344.550 

969.938 

S06.654 

336.145 

42,499 

991,628 

959,199 

141, 467 

166,753 

109, 310 

967,090 

73,960 

961,080 

397,094 

187.911 

966,777 

376.441 

. 150,687 

75,157 

910,963 

963,918 

73,998 

93,115 

47.863 

13,948 

9; 070 

1,285 

6,469 

9,589 

1.365 

1.469 

9.111 

18,668 

10,498 

3.771 

165 


39.39 

38.75 

53.31 

19.55 

13.30 

99LS6 

95.10 

91.39 

95.48 

30.69 

31.11 

59.96 

76.64 

7a 48 

75.99 

70 

79.84 

8L99 

55.16 

70.32 

80.40 

79.56 

64.18 

69.97 

47.91 

46.39 

5a 08 

50.73 

54.59 

56.65 

61.07 

92.20 

59.19 

58.79 

90.06 

43.92 

7.69 
22.31 
36.75 
49.84 

2.78 
13.43 
15.09 
63.57 
4a 46 
3a 63 

9.48 


133.470,044 
22. 473, 547 
34, 647, 027 
32,192,378 
4,761,16;j 
98,482,150 

253,526,153 
42, 725. 198- 

183, 946, 027 
8,171,667 
35,343,927 
51, 774, 801 
57,845,940 
41, 909, 402 
80,390,228 
e,909,T46 
67,522,335 
73, 137, 953 

52. 006. 622 
49, 185. 170 
40, 701, 699 
86,472,847 
93, 379, 692 
87,447,374 

198,256,907 

81. 508. 623 
122,914,302 
910,860,585 

78, 027, 032 

33, 446, 400 

114,386.441 

103,035,759 

27, 630, 651 

8.604,742 

49, 856, 024 

7,122,790 

1,659,713 

277,998 

9,335,106 

495, 657 

319.517 

637,797 

1, 676. 660 
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The usual statistical work, in the form of statements of agricultural 
production, crop movement and export, and the facts of rural economy 
generally, has exceeded in volume that of former years, and presses 
heavily upon the limited clerical resources of the division, which should 
he materially increased to meet the requirements of the case. 

J, R. DODGE, 



Hon. Feedeeick Watts, 

Commissioner. 



Statistician, 
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REPORT OF ENTOMOLOGIST AND CURATOR OF 

THE MUSEUM. 

Sir : The past season has been marked by more than usual injury to 
vegetation by insects, and the loss is especially significant because affect- 
ing mainly the staple food-crops. Generally speaking, it has been caused 
by only three or four species of insects, though, of course, all varieties 
that injure our crops have been more or less active. 

In the West and Northwest the grasshopper and chinch-bug have 
passed through the country like a scourge, leaving, in many cases, only 
bare fields and desolate homes in their path. In the more eastern States 
the potato-beetle has made its dreaded presence felt, and, with its usual 
activity in a new region, has given the farmers plenty to do to save 
their crops from destruction. In the Sonth the cotton-insects have been 
comparatively quiet, as the worms were noted in but few localities and 
not in sufficient numbers to do much damage. 

As the Colorado potato-beetle is beginning to be troublesome in 
the eastern section of the country, and many correspondents, whose 
farms are attacked for the first time, are asking for information as 
to the best means for preventing its ravages, we deem it necessary 
to republish what has been said in former reports regarding its natu- 
ral history and habits, with the additions of the latest facts on the sub- 
ject that have come under our observation. This insect has been known 
for over fifty years, and has been particularly injurious to the cultivated 
potato since about the year 1860, when it commenced its travels east- 
ward from the base of the Eocky Mountains, and has been steadily pro- 
gressing since, at the rate of sixty to eighty miles a year. It was, 
in 1874, destructive in Central New York, Pennsylvania, New 
Jersey, Maryland, District of Columbia, and Eastern Virginia. It is 
known as the Colorado or Western Potato-Beetle, or ten-lined spear- 
man, {Doryphora decefn-lineata^) and its habits are as follows : The eggs 
are deposited by the female, to the number of about seven to twelve 
hundred, at intervals, during forty days, on the leaves of the potato, in 
somewhat regularly-arranged loose clusters. In about six days they 
hatch into larvse, which feed upon the foliage of the plant from seventeen 
to twenty days ; they then descend into the ground, and after remain- 
ing in the pupa state, to which the larva changes, for ten or twelve days, 
they again make their appearance as perfect beetles. In about a week 
the sexes pair, and in another week the females begin to lay their eggs 
for a second brood, thus requiring but fifty days from egg to egg again. 
To give some idea of their powers of reproduction the Canadian Ento- 
mologist states that if the progeny of a single pair were allowed to in- 
crease without molestation for one season, the result would amount to 
over sixty millions. The insects do not die immediately after lading 
their eggs, as Professor Daniels, of the Wisconsin University, once kept 
a female alive six weeks without food, after she had laid twelve hun- 
dred eggs. 

There is another insect, belonging to the same genus, which is often 
mistaken for the Colorado beetle. It is, however, easily distinguished 
from the genuine, as the second and third stripes are always united be- 
hind, giving the appearance of a heavy black stripe ; and the edges of 
all the stripes have but a single row of punctures ; the legs also have a 
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black spot in the middle of the thighs. This insect has also been fonnd 
feeding upon the horse-nettle, {8o^num oarolinense^) in South Carolina, 
and has been taken upon potatoes and egg-plants in Alabama, and was 
particularly injurious to the latter. 

In the accompanying wood-cut, (Fig. 1,) 
1 represents the true potato-beetle. Dory- 
phora decem-lineata ; 3, the Doryphora ^ 
juncta ; and 2 is an apparent cross be- \ 
tween the two, or a variety once found ^ 
in the South, in which the heavy, thick'** 
black line of the juncta has a very fine 
yellowish line running partly through it 
longitudinally. 

The Colorado beetle has a great many 
foes or parasitic insect enemies that do 
much toward lessening its numbers 
and preventing still greater destruction 
in our potato- fields. It is attacked -^'K-i^ 

among the beetles by Uippodamia maculata, JET. convergenSy E. quin- 
deceni-punctataj Coccinella munda and 0. novemnotatay Tetracha vir- 
ginieay Caloaoma calidumy Harpalus caligino9USj Pasymtwhus elongatuSy 
and Lehia gnmdis ; among the plant-bugs by Anna spinosaj A. grandisy 
Harpactor cinctuSy Euschistus punctipesy and Stiretrus fimbriatus. The 
larva of a parasitic fly, Tachina doryphorcSy lives in the larva of the beetle, 
and the Polistes rulnginosus carries it to its nest as food for its young. 
Epicauta pennsylvanica and MaoroboHs fabrioiiy both beetles that feed 
upon the potato, also devour this beetle. 

The best remedy that can be recommended is pure Paris-green, mixed 
with ashes or flour, in the proportion of one part to twelve or fifteen. 
It should be dusted over the plants in the morning when the dew is on 
the foliage, and should always be repeated after rains. A convenient 
way of dusting the vines evenly is to prepare a dredge, on a large scale, 
from an old fruit-can, by puncturing the bottom full of small holes, and 
securing to the side a piece of broom-handle about two feet in length. 
This, when filled, the operator can carry in one hand as he walks down 
the rows, gently tapping the handle with a similar stick held in the 
other hand, being careful always to keep to windward. The amount can 
be regulated by the speed of the operator. Three pounds of Paris-green 
to alK)ut forty pounds of flour, ashes, or air-slaked lime, will answer 
for an acre of potatoes. 

One of our correspondents writes that he has applied Paris-green, 
mixed with water, sprinkled over the plants with good effect at the 
rate of one pound to about forty-eight gallons, and seems to think it the 
best plan, as the dust then cannot be hurtful to the operator. 

Mr. Saunders, of this Department, has tried brushing them off of the 
vines in the heat of the day, and thinks that most of them were destroyed 
by the operation, and recommends it as the easiest way to get rid of 
them. We think, however, this remedy would prove of little value in 
localities where the heat of the sun is not as great as here. Some per- 
sons, having a prejudice against the use of Paris-green, recommend hand- 
picking, or collecting the insects in nets of gauze, and though this may 
answer in the early part of the season, and do much good by lessening 
the numbers of the second brood, still it is not practicable or sure later 
in the season when the insects are very abundant. Insects caught in 
this manner should never be crushed by the fingers, as they are quite 
poisonous. Deaths have also resulted from breathing the steam from 
hot water that has been used to kill them, and also, from carelessly 
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partaking of food withont washing the hands after handling these in- 
sects. As the Paris-green is also poison, composed largely of arsenic, 
great care should be exercised in its nse. 

As mach of the Paris-green that is sold for the purpose of destroying 
the potato-beetle is impnre, and in many instances not Paris-green at 
all, but chrome-green or imperial green, we give the following test for 
its purity from one of the Baltimore manufacturers, as follows : Place a 
small portion of the green in a test-tube, adding a small quantity of 
water and caustic potash, which will take np all the arsenic, throwing 
down the oxide of copper; wash this with a little water to free it firom 
the arseuite of potash ; then add nitric acid and water, which will dis- 
solve the copper, leaving the adulteration, if any. 

The following exhibit of the operations of the insect in different parts 
of the country is condensed from returns by correspondents of the De- 
partment : 

The greatest complaints have come ft*om the middle Atlantic States. 
They were quite severe in Wayne, New York, but were comparatively 
harmless in Wyoming. In Allegany they were strenuously resisted 
with Paris-green; they were also noted in Cattaraugus, Delaware, 
Madison, and Tioga. They were also operating in Q-loucester and Bur- 
lington, New Jersey. In Butler, Pennsylvania, Paris-green is pronounced 
a failare; resort was here had to patent preparations, but the most 
effective method of resistance was to shake the beetles into a box and dis- 
patch them. In Union Paris-green and lime were also effective. In 
Adams and several other counties the virtues of Paris-green were utilized 
by a persistent and intelligent application. In Dauphin and Forest thd 
insects departed, leaving* no ^reat damage behind them, especially 
to late plantings. They were more or less injurious in Armstrong, 
Franklin, Lycoming, Huntingdon, Chester, Philadelphia, York, Perry, 
Clearfield, Northampton, Washington, Indiana, Lancaster, Beaver, 
Elk, McKean, Luzerne, and Cameron. Maryland notes their presence 
in Alleghany, Frederick, Baltimore, Carroll, Prince George, Hartford, 
and Cecil. They were also in Culpeper, Highland, Fauquier, and 
Prince William, Virginia; in Harrison, Brooke, Cabell, Hardy, Han- 
cock, Jefferson, Pendleton, and Kandolph, West Vrginia. In the 
last-named county the beetles were destroyed by an insect called the 
soldier-bug. They injured crops in Lawrence and Bradley, Tennessee, 
and in Rockcastle, Shelby, Jefferson, Carroll, Harrison, Taylor, Ander- 
son, Lincoln, Grant, Scott, and Spencer, Kentucky. In Ohio they ap- 
pear to have been less destructive, and more controllable by remedies, 
especially Paris-green; they are reported in Trumbull, Delaware, 
Erie, Lucas, Athens, Licking, Meigs, Champaign, Noble, and Colum- 
biana. They are noted in Branch, Monroe, Lenawee, Antrim, Bay, Van 
Buren, and Menomonee, Michigan, but appear to have been more 
threatening and troublesome than seriously injurious. In Cass, Indiana, 
they were perceptibly less numerous under the influence of some insect 
enemy destroying them ; in Marion they were destroyed by the persis- 
tent use of Paris-green ; they are noted in Elkhart, Clay, Jasper, Har- 
rison, Orange, Marshall, Jennings, Putnam, Wabash, and Perry. In 
Illinois, parasites of some kind destroyed most of their eggs in Putnam; 
the beetle was more or less destructive in Cumberland, Hancock, Kan- 
kakee, Ogle, Whiteside, Bock Island, Morgan, Marion, Ford, Grandy, 
Caswell, Macon, Madison, Tazewell, Carroll, Wayne, and Schuyler. A 
discreet and energetic use of remedies saved the crops in several coun- 
ties, and limited the injuries in others. In several counties of Wisconsin 
they were numerous, but here, also, the value of efforts to resist their 
ravages was illustrated by excellent results. The insects were noted 
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in Pierce, Greene, Iowa, Dodge, Fond da Lao, Walwortb, Clark, 
Columbia, Douglas, Oreen, Lake, Door, and Outagamie. West of 
the Mississippi Eiver they were less injurious. Minnesota reported 
them in four counties: Bamsey, Chisago, Steele, and Meeker; Iowa 
in six : Cass, Howard, Clinton, Lamar, Pottawattomie, and Louisa; 
Missouri in three: Nodaway, Phelps, and Beynolds; Kansas in three: 
Woodson, Greenwood, and Mitchell ; Nebraska in two : Antelope and 
Thayer. In Mitchell, Kansas, the eggs were destroyed by an insect which, 
from the description, was probably the lady-bug, {OoccineUa.) In 
Shelby County, Kentucky, a novel expedient is reported as successful ; 
fields infested with beetles were plowed up and paddled to destroy the 
insects with their eggs. 

Rose beetles, Macrodaciylus mbspinw^ were quite injurious to culti- 
vated grapes in Washington, Kansas. 

Curculios were reported as quite destructive in Grainger, Tennessee; 
Crawford, Ohio; Clarke, Virginia; and Antrim, Michigan. 

The past season the western grasshopper, Oatoptenus spretusy was 
unusually destructive, entire crops having been swept off in many locali- 
ties, and the farmer left without means of subsistence. The following 
accounts from correspondents in Kansas will give some idea of their rav- 
ages: 

Lmbttte, Octaher,-^ThB hnoan in my coonty had their land for wheat prepared in g^ood 
time, and in a better condition than I ever saw. On the 6th of September the grasshoppers 
made their appearance all over the county. Fanners became alarmed and did not sow any 
wheat. About the 18th to the 20th they appeared to go away. Farmers commenced sow- 
ing, and got in abotit two-thirds of their crop. On the 2Sth and 29th they came the second 
time, filling the air, reminding one of a snow-etorm in December. Some who had sown 
early had wheat up nice, but you cannot find a spear in any place. Wheat which was sown 
before the grasshoppers came the first time has been eaten down, until the grain has finally 
ceased to grow. 1 am candidly of the opinion that every acre which is sown to-day in this 
county will have to be sown again. There is no other chance for it, and the great trouble 
will bie that so many of oar formers have town all their seed, and are not able to buy again. 
And what will they do f Some who have not been two years on their claims are leaving 
them and going over into Missouri and Arkansas to winter — to find something to live 
upon. 

Doniphan, September, — ^The late summer and fall crops have been almost entirely destroyed 
by grasshoppers. The common jumping grasshopper did much damage through the early 
part of the season, but about the middle of August clouds of the flying ones made their 
appearance over the county, devouring and destroying vast quantities of vegetation. Gar- 
dens were quickly eaten up, corn-fields were stripped of leaves, and in many cases the corn 
was entirely eaten off; fruit«treee are left with naked branches, and in many cases the half- 
ripened fruit is left hanging on the treea, presenting a sickening sight of death and destruc- 
tion. In addition to the actual loss by devastation, the loss canseo by discouragement will 
be greater. Tears of patient waiting, hard work, and self-sacrifice have been destroyed in a 
few days, with no known remedy for protection. Just as the fruits of labor were beginning 
to be realised, destruction came ; ana the question with many Is, '* Is it of any use to try 
again f" 

Here is a field for the Department of A^culture. Some method of protection or relief 
must be had against the destruction of this insect, or an immense tract of magnificent coun- 
try will never DO what it would without this curse. I am one of those who oelieve all such 
things may be controlled bv some practical method ; it only requires study, enterprise, and 
means to learn how. This county could well afford to pay $100,000 for a guar- 
antee that no grasshoppers should ever trouble it affain. I have learned that vegetation 
highly cultivated and growing vigorously is less liable to be destroyed than when on the 
decline or growing feebly. Thus it is we often see a single tree in an orchard eaten even to 
the bark, while others of the same variety are not damaged so much ; and upon examina- 
tion it will be invariably found that those mostlv eaten were diseased, or had their vitality 
in some way impaired. This thing was noticeable when the same kind of insects were here 
six or seven years ago. Of all fruit-trees, apple and pear trees suffer the most, while 
peaches, plums, and cherries suffer the least. Tney eat the leaves off the apples and leave 
moat of the apples on, but the peaches they will eat and leave the foliage; but, in 
many inatances, when vegetation is not plenty, £ understand they clean all as they go, and 
I have seen instances of this kind. The damage to vineyards in this county is not bo great. 
They do not seem to relish grapes, and are satisfied by eating off the stems and leaving the 
bunches to fall to the ground. There will not be enough com in this county t<rfeedwb^t 
stock there is in the county as it should be fed. Digitized by ' -' ^' ^* ' '^ 
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Our cocrespondence last year forewarned us of a destractive visita- 
tion of this pest, from the immense namber of eggs deposited daring 
the close of the last season. The severe winter it was hoped had 
mostly destroyed these eggs, bat still countless millions survived in 
some counties. Many farmers refused to put in crops in the presence 
of this expected nuisance. 

According to July returns, in Wisconsin, they were destructive in 
Brown, Clark, Door, and Outagamie. Minnesota, however, received the 
most terrible visitation. In Jackson, while yet too young to fly, the 
insects destroyed all the grain-crops and gardens. Here they rose in 
the air during the day-time, and settled upon the crops at night. Their 
movements were very erratic; they suddenly disappeared, and as sud- 
denly returned. In Faribault they began to wing about June 20, and 
in two or three days to fly; they always move with the wind, and not 
over five or eight miles per day. In Cottonwood they swept 95 per 
cent, of the grain and vegetable crops; thousands of acres of wheat 
were left perfectly bare. They were first noted here about June 12, 
1873, when they remained about two months, laying their eggs and 
destroying the crops generally; they began to hatch in April, 1874, and 
began to fly about June 20; every day the air was full of their swarm- 
ing myriads, but myriads still remained. In Eenville, river farms were 
entirely stripped of wheat; though winging fast, they seemed to recruit 
full as many as they sent away. In Martin the crops were totally 
destro3^ed ; correspondents stated that people must have help or they 
mu6t emigrate. They were also very bad in Lyon, Watonwan, and Bock. 
In Iowa they ruined the wheat-crop of Harrison as well as the corn and 
the young apple-trees; in Buena Vista they had just commenced flying, 
and were seriously threatening the crops; in Carroll a few exhausted 
pioneers of the main army had fallen, but had not done any damage; 
they had left Cherokee after doing some injury; they were also noted in 
Tama, Lyons, Sioux, Hancock, Pocahontas, Emmett, Humboldt, and 
Webster. Within comparatively narrow range this scourge appears to 
have been terribly severe. 

In August they appeared in Brown and Broome, Wisconsin; Nicollet 
Sibley, Blue Earth, Faribault, Jackson, Douglas, and Wright, Minne- 
sota: Sioux, Emmet,Harri8on, Calhoun, and Woodbury, Iowa; Platte, 
Shelby, Daviess, and DeKalb, Missouri ; Jefferson, Morris, Cherokee, 
Franklin, Nemaha, Mitchell, Montgomery, Allen, Smith, Bourbon, 
Douglas, Leavenworth, Cowley, Labette, Osage, Bice, Neosho, Graham, 
Cloud, Crawford, Ellsworth, Greenwood, Jackson, Butler, Miami, Linn, 
Pawnee, Chase, Sedgwick, and Shawnee, Kansas; Pawnee, Cass, 
Nuckolls, Fumess, Dawson, Madison, and Gage, Nebraska. In some 
localities the hot winds, so destructive to vegetation, with the parched 
earth, addled their eggs. The wide-spread destruction which they have 
caused in the Northwest has not been adequately described. In many 
places large masses of people suffered during the winter for the neces- 
sities of life, their crops having been swept by this remorseless enemy. 

Another species, the common red-legged grasi^opper, 0. femur-rth 
irunij is reported in several localities in the Middle States, and between 
the Alleghanies and the Mississippi, but its injuries do not appear very 
formidable. It was somewhat demonstrative in Delaware and Jefferson 
Counties, New York, but with slight damage and declining numbers. 
In Jefferson, West Virginia, they were destructive on young clover ; in 
Fairfield, Ohio, their operations were merely local. They are also men- 
tioned in Livingston, Kentucky. 

During the past season an experiment has been instituted in order 
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to prove the identity of the Pemphygus mtifolicd^ or leaf-gall-louse, of 
Fiteh, with the Phylloxera vastratrixj or root-gall-louse, so injurious at 
present to the vineyards in France and in parts of this country also. 
In March, the Department wrote to Mr. George W. Campbell, of Del- 
aware, Ohio, for specimens of vines infested with the root-galMouse, 
Phylloxera vastratrix^ which he kindly forwarded in most excellent 
condition for the exi^erimeut — the rootB being literally a series of galls 
or knobs, caused by the root-lice themselves living on the roots. 
These were carefully put in flower-pots and placed in a large closed 
case, in a leafless condition, so that no other insects could intrude. 
Three other i)erfectly healthy vines from our own greenhouses were 
then planted, on which there were neither leaves nor root-gall-lice, 
and placed in jnxtiiposition with the unhealthy vines. These were 
tended carefully during the summer, put out foliage, and Anally all 
died, with the exception of one vine, apparently from the Phylloxera. 
During all the time the experiment was carried on, the foliage was ex- 
amined day by day to see if any leaf-gall-lice made their appearance on 
the foliage, but not the least sign of a gall could be found, even with 
a magnifier, on any part of the vines, which grew finely until late in 
summer or early autumn, and put out abundant foliage. 

In October, the vines having lost their foliage, the whole six were 
examined, and the roots were found swollen, as if from the effects of 
the root-lice, but not a single leaf-gall had been produced on any of 
the leaves. We cannot give the names of the vines, as accidentally 
the labels were thrown away by the laborer when he removed the 
dead vines in order to have them and the earth in which they were 
grown thrown into the furnace, as is always done when noxious insects 
are discovered, for fear of dissemination of new injurious insects. 

It is also to be remarked that the grape-vines in the immediate neigh- 
borhood of the infested plants, in the Department grapery, which were 
mentioned in a previous report, do not show the least symptom of dis- 
ease, and appear in a perfectly healthy condition. 

As, although this experiment wa-s carefully conducted, there may have 
been some climatic or other cause which prevented the leaf-galls from 
making their appearance, from the root-gall-lice known to be there, as 
it is stated they are identical, we shall repeat the experiment next year 
on a larger scale, and make the results known to the public. 

The chinch-bug, Micropus(Rhyparochromu8) teucoptenw a former visitant 
of the Atlantic coast States, appears inclined to renew its old acquaint- 
anceship in that quarter and intensify its injurious presence in the 
west. Last year it was heard of in only one county east of the Alle- 
ghany Mountains — Halifax, Virginia; this year it has again been 
quite destructive in spring-grain in Kelson, Southampton, Pittsyl- 
vania, Albemarle, Gloucester, Louisa, and Oampbell, as well as in 
this county. In Orange it cut down a superior corn-crop to an 
average. In York it aflected early corn, but did not molest late 
plantings. It was injurious to grain crops generally in Prince 
William, and in Loudoun ravaged wheat and grass. It was also 
injurious in Oaswell, North Carolina, in Jefferson, West Virginia, and 
in Harrison, Livingston, Henry, and Graves, Kentucky. It was re- 
ported from Athens, Hamilton, and Medina, Ohio; and in Gibson, 
Grant, Huntington, Madison, ocott, Decatur, Jennings, Wells, Clay, 
Fulton, Switzerland, Wabash, Warren, Hamilton, Fayette, Carroll, 
Washington, Pike, Crawford, Putnam, Shelby, Brown, Jasper, Morgan, 
and Orange, Indiana. In Illinois its destructive sweep was still wider, 
embracing Menard, Sangamon, Perry, Effingham, Fayette, Jackson. 
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Olaj, Madison, Oliaton, Saint Glair, Massao, White, Randolph, 
Oass, Pike, Logan, Gamberland, Hancock, Macon, Marion, Pope, 
Mason, McHenry, Crawford, Jersey, Maconpin, Montgomery, Moul- 
trie, Morgan, Biohland, Yermillion, Washington, Wayne, Piatt, 
Schuyler, Shelby, and Edwards. In some coanties they appeared 
early enough to attack winter wheat before harvest, and to make 
the wheat-stubble a point of attack upon the various spring- 
sown crops. The drought favored their operations as far north as 
Wisconsin. Three southern counties, Richland, Jefferson, and Qreen, 
reported them as threatening spring crops. In Clarke, Iowa, timely 
rains largely destroyed the young insects, thus saving the crops from 
their ravages. They were quite injurious in Jefferson, and less so in 
Taylor. They were also reported in Shelby, Jasper, and Marion 
Their most fatal ravages, however, were in Missouri. In Pettis 
they were so numerous on many farms as to -swarm into houses 
and barns like bees ; near wheat-fields the ground was a mass of crawl- 
ing bugs from noon till near sundown. In Moniteau and Benton they 
seriously injured wheat on light prairie soils ^ wheat on timber-land 
measurably escaped. In Polk, corn-fields adjacent to wheat-fields 
specially suffered. They were particularly destructive upon grain 
and grass crops. They are also reported in Lawrence, Caldwell, Cass, 
Vernon, Saint Clair, Green, Boone, Moniteau, Barry, Barton, Car- 
roll, Cape Girardeau, Christian, Clinton, DeKalb, Harrison, Johnson, 
Linn, Montgomery, Miller, Phelps, Polk, Ralls, Stone, Randolph, Rey- 
nolds, Hickory, Newton, Adair, Franklin, Dallas, Morgan, Laclede, 
McDonald, Crawford, Clay, Washington, Jasper, Stoddard, Gasconade, 
Chariton, Nodaway, Dent, and Perry. E^ansas reports greater or less 
injuries in Douglas, Woodson, Allen, Anderson, Barton, Bourbon, Chase, 
Cherokee, Franklin, Jackson, Lyon, Linn, Montgomery, Miami, Morris, 
Labette, Brown, Crawford, Woodson, Sumner, Greenwood, Marion, 
Osage, Wabaunsee, Wilson, Atchison, and Neosho. In Franklin, corn- 
fields within twenty rods of a wheat-field were considered doomed. 
No efforts to resist the ravages are reported, nor does any expedient 
appear to have been suggested in any portion of the country for relief 
against this very serious and destructive enemy. 

A question having arisen as to whether the cotton army-worm, Ano- 
mis xylincBj (Aletia arffiUacea of Hubner) passes the winter in the egg^ 
caterpillar, chrysalis, or moth state. Professor A. R. Grote, of Buffalo, at 
the meeting of the American Association for the Advancement of Science, 
held at Hartford, in August last, read a very able essay on the subject, 
in which he stated that he had observed the cotton-worm during five 
seasons in Central Alabama, and on many different plantations. He 
states that the earliest period at which he had observed the young 
worms was the last week in June, and that their appearance was always 
heralded by the perfect fly, the latter coming to lights in houses at least 
a week before the worm appeared in the fields ; and that the worm is 
always heard of first to the southward of any given locality. It comes 
as an army from the south, and the broods arrive consecutively as long 
as the season lasts, and this southern army is killed by the advanc- 
ing winter and the death of the food-plant — the cotton-plant — on which it 
feeds exclusively, refusing toeat anything else. He thinks that the speci- 
mens of the fly taken in the Northern States have merely followed the 
water-courses, as the moths are capable of extended nights ; that it 
originates at the south, and its appearance is due in every instance to a 
fresh immigration (of the moths) from more southern regions ; na^j even 
farther, Professor Grote concludes that ^^ the insect is not indigenous 

Digitized by LjOOQIC 



* REPOBT OP THE ENTOMOLOGIST. 129 

with us, but is an annual ; not a denizen, but a visitant, unable to con- 
tend with the variations of our climate ; and he believes that the pro- 
cess of artificial extermination may be simplified by limiting the period 
of successful attack, and doing away with certain proposed remedies. 
The agent of destruction must be directed against the first brood in 
each locality, and concerted action on the part ot the planters where the 
remedy is to be applied will be necessary.'' 

The cotton-caterpillar appeared at difterent points in the cotton States, 
but their injuries were scarcely appreciable except at a very few points. 
In Pamlico, North Carolina, the weather was too cool for them, but gen- 
erally the extreme heat was unfavorable to their propagation. In Eus- 
sell, Alabama, and a few other counties, they were somewhat destruc- 
tive to late crops ; but elsewhere they were either of very little force, or 
were easily destroyed by Paris-green. More or less annoyance is re- 
ported in Beaufort and Richland, South Carolina; in Gadsden, Florida ; 
in Coffee, Hale, and Clarke, Alabama } in Cameron and East Baton 
Eonge, Louisiana. In Hancock, Mississippi, they visited sea-shore 
fields which had hitherto escaped their ravages. In Bandera, Texas, 
they ate the top crop. 

Canker-worms {Anisopteryx vemata) infested a few orchards in Ply- 
mouth, Massachusetts. Tobacco-worms {Macrosila Carolina and M. 
quinquenuiculata) ininved tobacco in Caswell, North Carolina; Cabell, 
West Virginia; Adair, Bracken, Grant, Edmonson, and Trimble, Ken- 
tucky; Vinton, Ohio. They also attacked potatoes in Antelope, Nebras- 
ka, and Barton, Kansas. The white-grub {La>chno8terna ftisca) mjaved 
corn in New London, Connecticut, and Grayson, Virginia. In the last- 
named county as many as 110 worms were counted in a single hill ; they 
also injured grass-crops ; they were more numerous than ever before. 
They also infested corn-crops in Huntington, Indiana, and in Montgom- 
ery, Missouri. Wheat was injured by the midge^ {Diplosis tritici) in 
Tazewell, Virginia, and Bracken and Anderson, Kentucky. This pest 
was confounded with the weavil in Orleans, Vermont. The Hessian 
fly was mentioned in two or three localities. Our correspondent in 
Poweshiek, Iowa, says that Paris-green, applied in the same way as to 
destroy' Colorado beetles, will destroy the eight-spotted forester, (Alypia 
octotnaculata^) so destructive to the grapevines of the West, This rem- 
edy, however, is somewhat dangerous ; it may poison the fruit. 

OBTHOPTEBA. 

This is one of the principal orders or great divisions into which insects 
have be^n separated by entomological authors, containing the earwigs, 
grasshoppers, true locusts, katydids, crickets, &c. The name orthoptera 
is deriv^ from two Greefc words, dp06<; and ^repov, signifying straight 
wing, as the generality of inserts of this order are distinguished by hav- 
ing their under wings folded in straight plaits, and not doubled up under 
the wing-cases, as in the coleoptera or beetles. When the insect is at 
rest the under wings are folded longitudinally, or lengthwise, in long 
narrow plaits, diverging from a common center at the root of the wing 
near the body, like a fan ; these plaits gradually grow wide as they 
approach the circumference. When closed, the under wings are con- 
cealed under the upper wings, but when in flight they are expanded to 
the utmost, also in the manner of a fan. The insects of this order are 
furnished with strong and powerful jaws for biting their food, which 
consists principally of vegetable substances, leaves, blossoms, and some- 
times fruits, and as their digestive organs are also well developed, and 
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aa they feed voracionBly in larva, papa* and perfect stages, the injnrie^ 
tbey are able to inflict upon the farmers are sometimes almost incredible. 
Take, for example, the western grasshoppers, which migrate in grand 
armies, and sometimes in a single day they will destroy the produce 
of hundreds of acres. As soon as the eggs are hatched the young in- 
sects of this order begin to eat, and are in form almost exactly like the 
perfect insects, with the exception of having no wings. They shed their 
skins several times before arriving at maturity ; as pupaB they acquire 
rudimentary wings, or wing-sheaths, and it is only as the perfect insect 
that they acquire perfect wings and are able to fly. There are, how- 
ever, several species of the orthoptera which never acquire any wings 
whatever, but during their whole existence are obliged to leap, walk, or 
crawl, eitner wholly wingless, or with rudimentary wings only, which are 
of no use for purposes of flight. 

In this article the order Orthoptera is divided into two sub-orders, 
namely: I, the false orthoptera, which contains the single family of the 
earwigs, {Forficulidw ;) and II, the true orthoptera, which is divided into 
three tribes, namely: 1, the runners, or such orthoptera as possess legs 
particularly adapted for running, {Oursoria,) cockroaches; 2, the walkers, 
(Gre^^ona,) comprising the specter or stick insects and the rearhorses or 
Mantidce; and 3, such orthopteraaahavetheirhind legs peculiarly adapted 
for jumpingor springing, {Saltatoria^) such as grasshoppers, katydids, and 
crickets. The Thrips, ( T/inpt^cB,) the bristle, and spring-tails, {PoduridcB^) 
and the biting bird-lice men tioned afterward, do not properly belong to the 
orthoptera, but have been merely provisionally placed with them as hav- 
ing their mouth-parts formed for biting and not for sucking, and their 
transformations being also very similar to the true orthoptera. This 
classification being, however, somewhat of an innovation upon the pres- 
ent system of classification, if found to be unsatisfactory, can easily be 
remedied by removing the la«t three groups or families, Thripidce, Podu- 
ridcB, and Mallophaga, into the other orders, in which they have previ- 
ously been placed by other entomologists. 

The first sub-order, as before stated, contains the earwigs, 
* {Forficula^ &c.,) (Fig, 2,) insects generally of small size, with 
long, flattened, and narrow bodies, short legs, and short wing- 
covers, which, when the insect is at rest, conceal a pair of 
y. 2 * broad, very thin, and transparent fan-like wings, the apical 
two-thirds portion of which is folded into a very small space, 
and then transversely folded at the part where the radiating nerves are 
thickened, and a second transverse fold occurs at the extremity of a 
leathery patch on the wing. Their colors are generally obscure, being 
brown or blackish. The most distinguishing feature by which these in- 
sects can be most readily recognized is a pair of horny forceps or pincer- 
like appendages with which the end of the abdomen is armed. In habits, 
earwigs are nocturnal, hiding in crevices, under dead leaves, stones, 
or clods of earth during the day, and issuing from their retreats in 
the evening and during the night, to feed upon either vegetable or 
animal substances. The females of some species of earwigs in Earope 
are said to possess a great deal more maternal instinct than is usual 
with other insects, inasmuch as, after her cluster of little oval eggs has 
been deposited under a leaf or stone, the female collects them together 
and nestles upon them as a hen does on her eggs, and probably also 
feeds and protects her young. To counterbalance this good trait of the 
mother insect, it is also stated that the young will devour the bodies of 
their dead brethern, and even feed upon the mother herself, if she bap- 
pens to be killed on or near the nest. Curtis says that earwigs may 
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not only iojnre the crops by eatiDg the youDg plants as they shoot from 
the ground, but also probably injure grain by feeding on the poUeu. 
They are very injurious in Burope to the corolla of flowers and to fruit, 
such as grapes, peaches, &c., especially if they are ripe and hare been 
somewhat bruised, when they eat large holes, totally ruining them for 
the table, and yet these insects are somewhat beneficial by destroying 
and eating the wheat-midge, thrips, and plant-lice, but ' it is somewhat 
doubtful as to whether tha benefit we derive from their carnivorous pro- 
pensities are not more than fully counterbalanced by the injuries they 
do to crops. As these insects are noctnrnal, and hide in hollows and 
crevices during the day, advantage has been taken -of their habits to 
devise means for their destruction. In Europe, crabs' or lobsters' claws, 
or other hollow substances, such as tubes of stiff paper, pieces of reeds, 
or any other hollow-stemmed plants, are hung up, or laid in such places 
as they frequent, and as soon as daylight appears the insects crawl 
into them to hide for their day's sleep, when they can readily be shaken 
or blown out into hot water, and thus destroyed. Poisoning them with 
arsenic, Paris green, or some other deadly poison, mixed with mashed po- 
tatoes or spread on decaying fruit, will kill many, but should never be used, 
as it is a very dangerous remedy, and may prove £fttal to fowl or even 
ntaukind, if the poisoned insects fall into vessels containing food or 
liquids. In some bottles of sweetened water hung up for the destruction, 
of wiisps several earwigs were found, and perhaps such bottles might 
be used with advantage when the insects are veiy destructive. Al- 
though these insects are said to be very numerous in England, and do< 
great injury to the wall-fruits, &c., we are happy to say that in the 
United States they are comparatively rare, the dry, or rather hot, 
atmospheres of our summers not agreeing with their habits or constitu- 
tion s. The com raon name of earwig is derived from the superstition that 
these insects crawl into the human ear and cause deafness, and some- 
times even delirium ; but this idea has been exploded. If by chance 
a stray earwig crawls into the ear of a person lying on the grass, inr 
jections of oil and warm water will soon destroy the intruder. 

Suborder II consist of the genuine orthoptera, which, as before stated,, 
are divided into three tribes, from their general mode of locomotion, 
namely, the runners, {Cunaria,) the walkers, (Oresaoria^) and the jumiv 
ers, (Saltatoria.) Tribe 1 of the Oursaria or runners contains all the 
cockroaches, {Blattidce^) the insects of which have legs formed for run- 
ning, and, armed with spines, their bodies are generally broad ovate 
and depressed ; the antennas are long and thread-like, the fore wings are 
leathery or parchment-like, and the hind wings are folded under the 
npper wings in longitudinal folds, excepting the anterior third, Avhich. 
is fiat. Some species, however, have merely rudimentary wings,, and 
are incapable of flying at all. The eggs of cockroaches are not laid 
separately, as with the majority of insects, but are collected together 
and deposited at once in a large homy capsule or egg-case, variable in 
shape in the different species, but generally in the form of a small bean. 
Each egg-capsule is divided into two spaceSi each of which is formed 
of a row of separate cases, each case inclosing a single eggy and the 
female cockroaches may be seen running about each with this bean- 
like capsule protruding from the end of its abdomen. The egg-cases 
themselves are frequently found dropped in the corners of drawers 
or crevices of chests, floors, or boxes ; these should always be thrown 
immediately into the Are or crushed under foot, as, if left undisturbed, 
they will hatch out in a few days, and the young cockroaches will dis- 
perse over the whole wardrobe. As larva, pupa, and imago these insects 
are equally destructive. Digitized by LjOOglC 
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Fig. 3. 



Eoacbes, as these insects are sometimes called, are generally noc- 
turnal in babitSf and hide in comers and crevices during the day, but 
at night they emerge from their retreats to feed. They devour both 
animal and vegetable substances, and not only eat books, clothing, 
paper, leather, &c., but they also render the substances over which they 
run filthy and disgusting by discharging from the mouth a dark-coloreil, 
nauseous-smelling liquid. There are some few parasitic insects which 
destroy them both in the egg and insect state, but they are too few to 
be of any practical benefit in lessening their numbers. One of our 
most plentiful and destructive species is the *' croton-bug,^ or German 
cockroach, (Uctobia germanica.) This is a medium-sized 
or rather small cockroach, generally of a light yellow or 
deep-fawn color; both sexes are provided with wings, and 
^ are sometimes, in summer, fonnd ander the bark of trees 
in Maryland. These insects are especially destractive 
and abundant in houses heated by means of hot-water 
pipes, as they seem to thrive best and multiply most 
where there is a combination of heat and moisture. 
They are almost omnivorous, and actually once made a 
raid on a box of water-colors, where they devoured the 
cakes of paint, vermilion, cobalt, and umber alike ; and 
the only vestiges left were the excrements in the form of small pel- 
lets of various colors in the bottom of the box. Some years ago, in 
a library, we tried to poison these insects with red lead, Paris green, &c, 
mixed with glycerine and other substances. The Paris green certainly 
did kill them, but the edges of the books were so much stained with the 
green excrement as to be almost ruined. Colored arsenical poisons 
should therefore be carefully avoided, if it is desired to keep the books 
and papers clean and neat. 

Another very troublesome species is the 
oriental cockroach, (Stylopyga orientalis,) 
This is a very large and common species, 
and is generally found most abundant in or 
near seaport towns. This insect is gener- 
j ally supposed to have been imported from 
India. It varies in color from chestnut to 
almost black, according to age and expos- 
ure. The wings of the males are much 
shorter than the body, while the wings of 
the females are wanting, or are very rudi- 
mentary. They are very fond of heat, and 
hide in cracks near furnaces and fire-places. 
Their general habits and the manner in which the eggs are deposited are 
much ^e same as with the croton-bugs. The injury these insects do when 
numerous is very great, as they are almost omnivorous. There are 
several other genera and species of cockroaches in this country, but they 
all have very similar habits to the above, and are neither so plentiful nor 
do -so much injury ; some of them live in old rotten wood, under bark of 
trees, and live altogether out of doors, and therefore the injury they 
do to farmers or housewives is very trifling or of no consequence wha^ 
soever. In order to destroy cockroaches, several traps have been in- 
vented, one of which consists of a wooden or tin box, having its ends 
sloping to the ground and roughened so as to afford a good foot-hold to 
the insects when ascending. The inside of the box is previously baited 
with bread and molasses, or some other sweet or highly-scented food. 
In the center x)f the top of this box is a small circular hole sloping 
inwards in the form of a funnel, which is made of tin, glass, or some 
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other smooth and slippery material. The cockroaches, attracted by the 
smell of the food, ascend the inclined plane to the top of the box, and 
readily fall through the hole in the center into the body of the box ; 
and once in are unable to get out again. A shallow tin funnel inserted 
in the top of any common box will answer the same purpose, provided 
it cau be made to open either at the top or sides, so that the bait can 
be introduced, and afterward to remove the dead insects after they have 
been scalded, aDd, instead of the inclined plane, pieces of rough lath 
may be laid against the sides of the box, up which the cockroaches cau 
readily ascend; attracted by the feast b^low, they fall in and are 
drowned in the adhesive mixture, which clings to their wings and legs. 
Dr. Harris and others recommend poisoning the insects with red lead 
aud molasses, but this remedy did not succeed with ns. Mashed pota- 
toes or scraped carrots mixed with arsenic was very effectual in killing 
them. Paris-green is mentioned in the American Agriculturist of 1862 
as affecting insects when dusted in their runs ; but when tried by ns in 
the library, as before mentioned, seemed to have a laxative effect, 
judging from the soiled and spotted appearance of the books a few days 
after using. Insect-powder made from the Pyrethrum strewed in their 
haunts for a time was of utility ; but we found that this powder must be 
perfectly fresh to have any effect, as it loses its power if exposed to the 
air for any length of time. Feverfew, and even chamomile flowers, if 
pulverized when dried, and perfectly fresh, have a somewhat similar 
effect, and appear to be very distasteful to them if dusted in their haunts ; 
bat powdered borax, once so highly recommended, did not appear to 
affect^them in the least. Arsenic, mixed with mashed potatoes, certainly 
was the best poisonous remedy we tried, and the earthenware glazed 
basin, partially filled with molasses and water, was the cheapest trap. 
Dr. Renner, of Maryland, in a communication to the Department, states 
that the root of the poke-weed, {Phytolacca decandra^) in either a fresh 
or dried state is poisonous to cockroaches, and that he and his neighbors 
have nsed it with good effect. 

The second tribe of true Orthoptera consists of such insects as have 
their legs peculiarly adapted for walking, {Oressoria,) It consists of two 
families, viz, the rearhorses or MantidcB^ and the specters or walking- 
sticks, (Phasmid(B,) The rearhorses, camel-crickets, or praying mautids,. 
as they are variously known, are all of them beneficial to the agri- 
culturist, as they destroy oil other insects they can catch and overpower^ 
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They are very well represented in this country by Mantis carolinaj which; 
is very common in the autumn in the neighborhood of Washington.. 
These insects, when fully grown, are of a large size, of a greenish or 
grayish brown color. Their heads are horizontal, their^ej^ej ^1^ "'* 
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globular, antennsB thread-like, and the body long, linear, and oval, with 
the abdomeu much wider than the thorax or front part of the body, and 
of a depressed form. The upper wings of the male are long, and have 
numerous veins. The under wings are thin and net-veined with long 
parallel veins. The wing-covers of the females are considerably shorter 
than those of the male, and do not reach the end of the abdomen. When 
disturbed, this singular insect elevates or rears the fore part of its body 
almost perpendicularly, fixes its large staring eyes full upon the dis- 
turber, and turns its head sideways in a peculiarly human, yet ludicrous 
manner, so as to follow every movement of its tormentor with at least 
one eye. If a small object, such as a blade of grass, be then presented, 
it will either strike out vigorously with its saber-like fore feet, or eUe 
retreat to what it considers a safe distance. 

These insects are especially remarkable in the formation of their fore 
feet, which are much longer than the others, and are formed particularly 
for catching and holding their prey, which consists of other insects. The 
thighs are robust, and armed with a double row of spines, the shanks 
are short, spiny, and curved so as to fit into the under side of the thighs, 
when closed, like a clasp-knife. When in pursuit of its prey the insect 
moves almost imperceptibly along, and steals toward its ^ictiul like a 
cat approaching a mouse, and, when sufSciently near, the fore leg is 
extended at its full length, the insect immediately caught and impaled 
by the spines between the thigh and shank, carried to the month, and 
deliberately eaten piecemeal while yet alive and struggling to escape. If 
gently treated and daily accustomed to the sight of its feeder, this insect 
may readily be tamed so as to take flies from the hand, and from tlie 
oddity of its actions and apparent intelligence makes a most interesting 
l)et. The eggs are clustered together in an irregular brownish mass or 
case, about an inch long, and fastened to the branches or trunks of 
trees, on palings, or walls, and even on the under side of window-sills, in 
Washington, where the insects are very common. Wherever such cases 
are found, they should be protected and not destroyed, as is generally 
the case, (being mistaken for the eggs of leaf-destroying caterpillars,) as 
. the insects produced from them do no injury whatsoever to vegetation, 
but, on the contrary, are very beneficial as destroying injurious insects, 
from their earliest infancy, as when young they feed upon plant-lice 
and other minute insects. These young rearhorses are so carnivorons 
that almost as soon as they are hatched and their skins a little hardened 
by exposure to the atmosphere they will devour their j'ounger and softer- 
bodied brethren, and we have seen frequently a young mantis of a day 
old mercilessly devour his young sister or brother just emerged from 
the egg-case. When older, these insects disperse and feed at first ou 
very small insects, such as plant-lice and similar small game, until they 
acquire size and strength sufficient to master small caterpillars and 
flies. When fully grown, the females, being much larger, stronger, and 
more rapacious than their mates, the males, will frequently seize and 
kill them, and afterward make a good meal from their quivering bodies. 

Family 2 contains the specter or walking-stick insects, Fhasmida. 
These insects in this country do very little, if any, injury, to the farm- 
ers, as they generally live on the shoots and foliage of wild sbrabs or 
trees in the woods. The most common species is the common walking- 
stick insect, {Biapheromera femorata^) so named from the close resem- 
blance the insect bears to a dead twig or stick. The egg-sack is said 
to be flattened, elliptic, with a lid in &ont, which can be pushed open 
by the imago when about to hatch. These eggs are deposited in antumo. 
The young insects resemble the old ones in f(^m ^w<U^^^(^ffering 
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only in size. The species never acquire wings, and merely walk or 
crawl from limb to limb ; they are of very sluggish habits, and the 
males are considerably smaller than the females. When stretched out 




Fig. 6. 



motionless on a twig, with fore feet and antenme extended, they can 
scarcely be distinguished from the twigs themselves, and city visitors, 
who see them for the first time, can scarcely be persuaded that they are 
not real twigs, gifted in some mysterious manner with life and motion. 

These insects are said to be able tx) reproduce some of their limbs, 
when accidentally broken oJQF. They feed upon the buds, shoots, and fo- 
liage of various trees and shrubs, but are not sufficiently numerous to 
canse much injury. 

Tribe 3, the leapers, (Saltatoria^) includes such orthopters as have 
their bind legs formed for leaping, as the grasshoppers and crickets ; it 
also includes one subfamily, which is an exception to this rule, as their 
hind legs are not particularly formed for leaping, namely, the male 
crickets, concerning the structure and habits of which we will speak 
hereafter. The tribe Saltatoria^ or leapers, is again subdivided into 
three families. The first of these is the AcrydidcB^ which includes the 
grasshoppers, true locusts, and the small so called grouse-locusts, so 
common in some eastern meadows. It must here be observed, however, 
that the insects generally, yet erroneously, called in the United States 
locusts, and which are so plentiful on our shade-trees in autumn, making 
a pecoliar shrilling noise, are properly not locusts at all, or in any way 
allied to the scripture locust, and are not gregarious or migratory jin 
their habits. 

Almost all the family of the AcrydidcB feed more or less on grass 
and herbage in general. Among them we find the true locust of the 
Bible, oar common red-legged field-grasshopper, the migratory grass- 
hopper of the West, and the small grouse-locusts or grasshoppers. 

In regard to the locusts of the Bible, it appears to be now generally 
conceded that there are at least three or four species which are migra- 
tory in the Old World, and have been confounded together by various 
writers, as they all are migratory in their habits and at times exceedingly 
destructive. One of these is the Acrydium peregrinumj which is men- 
tioned by Olivier as occurring in immense swarms in Syria, but is not 
thought to be the genuine Bible locust. It is found in Egypt, Arabia, 
Persia, Senegal, &c. The second species is Acrydium tartaricum. This 
species is also migratory, and occura throughout South and Southeastern 
Europe. It has also been taken in Algeria, France, Germany, Hungary, 
Italy, Spain, Tyrol, &c. The third species is Pachytylm migratorius^ 
(Fig. 7,) and is now generally supposed to be the true locust mentioned 
in the Bible. These insects are produced in immense numbers, and 
keep together in an imperfect state of society, and when fully grown 
take flight in immense swarms into adjoining districts, where they de- 
stroy every green thing they can find, frequently causing famine^ud 
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starvation by devouring the crops, and in some cases disease and even 
death, by dying and putrefying in immense masses. Kirby and Spense 
mention many instances of their ravages, and the large swarms in which 
they migrate from place to place. In several countries these locusts are 
used as an article of food, and there is very little doubt but that these 
insects constituted the food of John the Baptist. 




Fig. 7. 



Professor Thomas thinks also that Pachytylus ((Edipoda) migraioria 
is the locust of the Bible as mentioned in the book of Joel, from the fact 
that the genus (Edipoda^ when stridulating or making its shrilling noise, 
produces a sharp, crackling sound like the burning of stubble. 

In the United States we have two species of real migratory grasshop- 
pers or locusts, which collect together in immense numbers and migrate 
m search of food or places in which to deposit their eggs. The most 
plentiful and destructive species east of the Eocky Mountains is what 
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is generally known as the Rocky Mountain or " hateful '^ grasshopper, 
{Calaptenus spretus^) (Fig. 8.) This insect resembles our most common 
eastern species, the red-legged grasshopper, (0. femur-rubrum^ Fig. 9,) 
so very abundant in fields and meadows, and which it exactly resem- 
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bles in form, size, color, and markings, and dififers merely in having its 
wings and wing-covers a fourth to a flfth longer, which enables it to fly 
to much greater distance than our common eastern species. The western 
migratory grasshopper deposits its eggs generally on gravelly terraces 
or uplands and in the narrow caiions of the moderately elevated mount- 
ains, and appears to die out after a season, if bred in the lowland coun- 
tries. They are exceedingly numerous and destructive in the Western 
States, frequently devouring whole crops in the course of a few hours, 
and when all vegetation in one place is consumed, they migrate to an- 
other region where food is more abundant. When young they are una- 
ble to fly, and devour whatever crops are in their immediate neigh- 
borhood. Professor Brewer, in the American Naturalist, vol. v, p. 
220, states that 'Hhe grasshoppers (0. aprettis) are exceedingly abun- 
dant in Colorado and range high up in the mountains, at an altitude 
of 13,000 feet,'' and that "if they chance to alight or fall on the snow 
they soon become chilled and perish there in numbers that chal- 
lenge belief until seen, and it is no exaggeration to say that tons of them 
may be seen, and that when the large snow-banks melt in summer the 
number of dead grasshoppers left on the rocks is so large that the stench 
caused by their decay pollutes the air to a great distance.-' These in- 
sects are found in the Western States, Colorado, Nebraska, Kansas, &c., 
and Professor Thomas says he has traced this species from Texas north- 
ward to the north shore of Lake Winnipeg, and from the Mississippi 
River westward to the Sierra Nevada range. Our common red-legged 
grasshopper {Oataptenus femur-rubrum) of the Eastern States is also 
sometimes very numerous and troublesome in gardens and meadows, 
but when they are disturbed they fly but a short distance and alight, 
but may be driven out of one fleld into another, like a flock of turkeys, 
it followed up by a line of men or boys. 

The most destructive species of grasshopper in California is said to 
be what is commonly known as the "terrible grasshopper," {(Edipoda 
atrox.) This appears to be the insect which has ravaged the cultivated 
districts of Oregon and California and the neighboring States and 
Territories. It probably ranges over the whole extent of country west 
of the Rocky Mountains, and included within the limits of the United 
States. Professor Thomas remarks, in his work on the AcrydidxB^ " I 
am half way inclined to the opinion that future investigations will show 
that Caloptenus spretm (the Rocky Mountain or hateful grasshopper) is 
really the destructive species in California, and not (Edipoda airox^ as 
it would seem impossible for the latter to sustain itself, during a length- 
ened flight with its short wings." As all the grasshoppers or locusts 
have somewhat similar habits, the same remedies will do for all, when 
in fields or gardens in moderate numbers ; but when they come by mil- 
lions, like the migratory species, it is almost 
impossible to devise any means to destroy 
them or prevent their ravages. 

Mr. James W. Taylor, United States consul, 
has written a long and interesting article on 
the western migratory locusts or grasshoppers 
in a newspaper called the Manitobian, published * 
in Winnipeg, province of Manitoba, August 22, 
1874. In this paper he enumerates the remedies 
suggested, and gives many new facts and datia, 
and states that these insects were especially Fig. lo. 

numerous in Minnesota in the years ld56, 1857, 

1805, 1873, and 1874, and in each case they caused a loss of one-tenth of 
the crop of that State. In the Red River settlements these migratory: 




138 EEPORT OP THE COMMISSIONER OP AGRICULTURE. 

locusts appeared in 1818, 1819, 1857, 1864, 1867, 1869, 1872, and 1874 
A species of grasshopper was very destructive in California in 1828, 
1838, 1846, and 1855. In 1856 they appeared in Texas, Kansas, and 
Minnesota, and in 1866 Kansas and the western districts of Missouri 
and Iowa suffered greatly from a destructive species of grasshopper 
locust. 

For the destruction of these insects, plowing deeply where the eg^ 
are deposited is said to be usefal, and harrowing over the fields will 
tear up and expose the eggs to the drying influence of the sun and air, 
thus destroying the embryo insects and preventing the eggs from 
hatching in the spring. The practice of burning the prairie and herb- 
age in the autumn is condemned, while burning in the spring, in circles, 
when the young grasshoppers first appear, is highly recommended, as 
the insects, not being able to fly, will be driven to the center by the 
heat and smoke, and perish by millions. Eolliug the fields in spring, 
early in the morning, when the young wingless insects are thoroughly 
chilled by the cold nights, is said to be of utility ; and when the winged 
insects alight on a field of grain, a rope drawn over the heads of the 
grain is said to have been used with advantage in saving a part of the 
crop, as the insects are thereby knocked to the ground. Mr. Taylor 
likewise states that the pea seems unpalatable to the grasshoppers, and 
suggests that fields of wheat shall be surrounded by a margin of the 
field-pea, say 100 feet in width, and that open prairies be protected 
from fires in the autumn, and onrned systematically in circles in the 
spring, as before stated, as soon as all the young are hatched out. When 
the insects themselves are migrating or on the wing in search of food, 
burning anything that will create a dense smoke is recommended, the 
fires to be kindled to the windward side of the field to be protected. 

Among the enemies or parasites that aid in lessening the numbers of 
these migratory locusts is a species of Pimpla which is said to destroy 
the eggs in the egg-sacks, and the western farmers have reported that 
a small red insect (probably Astoma locustarumj a species of red mite) is 
very useful in destroying them, these mites being found clustered on 
the body of the grasshopper or under the wing. When the grasshop- 
pers are newly killed or alive they are greedily eaten by hogs, poultry, 
turkeys, &c. 

It has been suggested that these insects have increased in numbers 
very much since the disappearance of the buffaloes on our western 
plains, as the eggs and young are most numerous in the paths worn by 
that animal, and would necessarily be destroyed by the vast herds 
trampling upon them in their migrations. As the migratory western 
grasshoppers occur in such vast numbers in certain localities, and can 
be taken in such immense multitudes, it is possible that some enter- 
prising individual may find out a means of making them useful to man- 
kind and of utilizing them either as a substitute for guano or manure, 
or of drying them as food for fowls, hogs, &c. In Europe, during the 
cockchafer season, a kind of oil was expressed from the bodies of the 
captured insects, and possibly some use may yet be made of the vast 
swarms of locusts or grasshoppers that now devastate our western 
plains and destroy the hopes of the western husbandmen. The sug- 
gestion has merely been mentioned to induce some of our chemists to 
make experiments in utilizing the insects, and should they succeed in 
making a profitable article of what has been hitherto a great injury to 
the farmers, they will deserve the gratitude of the whole country. 

A planter in Texas writes that ^^as soon as the grasshoppers have laid 
their eggs, let the planters plow their fields and turu the soil over, 
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and tbus destroy the spring crop of grasshopj^ers. This experiment has 
been made on small spots of ground where myriads of eggs were de- 
posited, and not a grasshopper came from ander the layers of earth that 
covered the eggs.'^ This may, perhaps, prevent the spring or young crop 
of grasshoppers from injuring the crops in the neighborhood of their 
birthplaces, bat as the western or migratory Bocky Mountain species 
deposits its eggs principally in sandy, rocky, and desolate places, this 
would not do much to prevent the main migratory swarms that do so 
much injury later in the season. 

If the eggs of grasshoppers are deposited in grassy prairies, it will do 
very little good to burn off the dry grass in the autumn, to destroy 
them, as the eg^s are deposited too deep in the ground to be injured by 
a fire passing swiftly over them, but if the burning be delayed till 
spring, when the young insects are hatched out and as yet unable to fly, 
and there is suflQcient of old dry grass to bum, myriads might be de- 
stroyed by burning the old stubble, from the outside of a large circle to 
the center, so as to drive all the wingless insects to the middle, where 
the fires meeting would infallibly destroy all the locusts within the cir- 
de. In Europe the eggs of certain grasshoppers, which are deposited 
in the ground in little masses covered with a sort of gum, are dug up 
by the i>easants, and rewajrds are given at various rates for the eggs by 
the autboritiea in power. Grasshoppers, when in fields, may be taken in 
great numbers by means of a stout cloth carried by four persons, two of 
whom draw it rapidly along so that the edge may sweep on the surface 
of the earth, while the other two hold up the cloth at an angle of 45 
degrees. Horse-power might, perhaps, be used to advantage if a proper 
and suitable machine or frame were made on this principle, with or with- 
out small wheels, and having the frame made so as to extend the cloth 
in order to sweep up the flying insects. Harris, Indeed, recommends 
two sheets attached together and fastened to a pole, which is used as 
the front part of a drag. The pole extends some distance beyond the 
width of the sheet, so as to admit persons on both sides to draw it for- 
ward 'y at the sides of the drag, braces extend from the pole to raise the 
back part considerably from the ground, so that the grasshoppers can- 
not escape. After running the drag about a dozen rods with rapidity, 
the braces are taken out and the sheets doubled over; the grasshoppers 
are then swept from each end toward the end of the sheet where an 
opening is left to the mouth of a bag, whi^h holds about half a bushel. 
When deposited and tied up, the drag is opened and ready to proceed 
again. When one bag is filled it can be emptied into a larger one, and 
the insects may be killed by dipping the larger bags into boiling water, 
and, when boiled, they make good food for hogs. This drag can only 
be used in the evening when the insects are perched on top of the 
grain. When on salt-marshes, the same author recommends mow- 
ing about the first of July, so that the young grasshoppers, being wing- 
less at that time, cannot migrate, and will perish for want of food, and 
at the same time a considerable crop of hay will be saved. A very use- 
ful small hand-sweep, or scoop-net, or bag for catching grasshoppers or 
other insects, was mentioned in the report of the Department for 1867, 
page 64 ; such a bag may be made by procuring a hoop of the size re- 
quired, of either wood or iron, with a wooden handle of any length de- 
sired, then causing two stout linen or cotton conical bags to be made to 
fit on the hoop, the inner one being somewhat shallow and having a 
hole in the center of the conical end, with a tin or iron circlet or &n- 
nel. The outer bag is the same size at the circumference, but is much 
longer and deeper, with likewise a hole at the end, which may be tied up 
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with string. With such a sweep-net the hoop is swept from side to side, 
bat always turned so that the insects are swept into the open month of 
the shallow bag, from whence they are shaken through the funnel into 
the cavity or space between the outer and. inner bag, and not being able 
to escape out of the same hole through«which they were shaken into the 
outer bag, are confined until emptied into other bags or into receptacles 
of boiling water. The tin funnel-shaped hole in the center of the first 
shallow bag can be stopped up with a cork if desired, and the hole in 
the outer bag can be tied with a string. The advan- 
tage of such a dcoop, or sweep-net, is, that the insect 
once in the second bag cannot escape, whereas ia au 
open scoop-bag, such as is generally used by entomol- 
ogists, many of the insects escape before they can be 
transferred into proper receptacles. A larger scoop- 
net, made* on the same principle, might be used in 
meadows for grasshoppers. In many places deep ditches 
are dug into which the wingless larvae and pupae are 
Fif?. 11. driven, before they are able to fly, and when thus col- 
lected together, light brush or straw is thrown over them and then set 
on fire. In case ditches are made, it is advisable to dig them wider at 
the bottom than at the top, so that the sides shelve inward toward the 
bottom, somewhat like an inverted cone, so that the insects will not be 
able so readily to crawl out, as if the sides were sloping outward at the 
top or like an inclined plane. 

When grasshoppers appear in such multitudes as they frequently do in 
the West, it is an almost hopeless task to try to exterminate them, for if 
driven away or destroyed one day, fresh hordes will probably appear on the 
next, to consume what little the first swarm have spared, and as the 
migratory species lays its eggs and breeds in barren places or in uninhab- 
ited canons, it appears to l^ almost impossible to destroy them. Un- 
fortunately, also, grasshoppers appear to be infested with very few par- 
asitic insects, or at least with such as would materially lessen their nam- 
bers. Turkeys, ducks, fowls, &c., are very useful by destroying them, 
and a large flock of turkeys will soon clear a field of these pests. In- 
sectivorous birds also devour great numbers. In an old note-book we 
find that in the month of March, in Maryland, we once shot a blue-bird 
with two very large grasshoppers in its stomach, although at the same 
time not a single grasshopper could be found in the same field by a most 
diligent search. In antumn also we have shot several of the smaller 
species of hawks with their stomachs literally filled with nothing else 
bat a mass of half-digested grasshoppers which they had canght in the 
field. Boiling grassland in spring, early on cold wet mornings, when 
the insects are thoroughly chilled and before the young grasshoppers 
are able to fly, will aid materially in diminishing their numbers, but if 
done after the sun is np and the temperature becomes warmer, rolling 
will be of very little use, as most of the insects will then contrive to es- 
cape being crushed by the roller. 

Family 3, Loeustidaej contains the katydids, the slender meadow-grass- 
hoppers which live on the ground or in caves. The katydids (Fig. 12) 
live on trees and shrubs, where they eat the foliage ; the males making 
a carious shrilling noise in the evening and daring the night which re- 
sembles the words ** Katy did." The eggs of some of these insects 
are deposited in a double row on twigs and leaves, and appear like 
small flattened gray hemp-seeds, lying one partly over the other. Some 
species, however, are said to deposit them singly in leaves, &c. These 
insects are not often foand in such numbers as to do much iujnrv to veg- 
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etation, and as they confine themselves principally to forest- trees, are of 
Tery little consequence to the farmer. Many of these insects bear such a 
striking resemblance to trees, both in form, nenration of wings, and 
color, that it is exceedingly difficult to distinguish them when amid the 




Fig. 12. 

foliage ; many of the females are distinguished by having long straight 
or curved sword-like ovipositors at the end of the abdomen. The slen- 
der meadow-grasshoppers {Orchilemum vuU 
jfare. Fig. 13, &cJ) are of a more slender form 
than the true locusts or common grasshop- 
pers, and are distinguished also from them 
by their long slender thread-like antennse, and 
their long and attenuated hind legs: they 
live in grass and herbage, and should they 
prove troublesome, the same remedies will 
apply for them as have been recommended 
for common grasshoppers and locusts ; many 
of them are of a greenish or brownish color, and the females have long 
eusiform ovipositors, which they use to deposit their eggs in the earth. 




Fig. 13. 




Fig. 14. 

The large wingless crickets, or grasshoppers, (Anahrvs simplex, &c.) 
generally live on the ground, or on low growing plants; some are found 
in caves or under stones, while others are found on wild grasses and 
herbage. Some species are found in immense numbers on the western 
plains, where they feed upon weeds or any green plant that may 
occur in their vicinity. In the Eastern States many species inhabit 
woods or dark, damp places, and, if disturbed, hide under stones or 
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rubbish ; they are, however, at present not known to destroy the crops 
to any considerable extent ; and if they do, the same remedies may be 
applied as above. These larger wingless crickets or grasshoppers are 
generally of dull, obscure colors, as gray or brown, the color of the 
ground or stones they frequent, and seldom if ever exhibit the bright 
green colors of their winged relatives the katydids which live amid the 
foliage of trees and shrubs ; many of the females also possess long ensi- 
form ovipositors which they use to deposit their eggs deep in the earth. 
Family 4, the Orillidce^ contains two subfamilies, namely, the tree- 
crickets and flower-crickets, and the mole-crickets. The true crickets 
have the antennae long, slender, and thread-like; their color is mostly 
brown or black, their heads are large, the wings of moderate length, 
and the hind legs are formed for leaping. The females are furnished 
with a long ovipositor, for depositing their eggs in the earth. In the 
evening the males make a thrilling or creaking noise by rubbing their 
wing-cases together. The common house-cricket 
(Orylltm^ (Acheta) domeaticaj of Europe is also 
found in some parts of the United States, in Bal- 
timore, according to Mr. Uhlcr, and in Illinois, 
1^''"'^ according to Professor Thomas. These insects 
I feed on both vegetable and animal substances, 

f^^/ and are sometimes injurious to woolen clothes, 
' especially if moist. They are generally nocturnal 
in habits, and retire into their burrows during 
the day-time ; being very partial to water, milk, 
and other fluids, they are frequently found 
drowned in vessels containing liquids. lu this 
Fig. 15. country we have a number of very closely allieil 

species of crickets which live in the open air; almost all of them are of 
a dark, blackish or brownish-black color. They reside in the ground, 
and are found under stones and clods, and feed on both vegetable and 
animal substances. The fleld-crickets of Europe form burrows in the 
ground in which they live, and are said to be very voracious, and even 
cannibal in their propensities, killing and devouring their own species 
whenever they can overcome them. The crickets in this country injure 
grass, melons, squashes, potatoes, and other roots and fruits. Tbe eggs 
of field-crickets are deposited in the autumn in the earth, and hatch 
the following season, some of the old insects surviving throughout the 
winter under stones, dead fallen trunks of trees, &c. 

To destroy house-crickets, phials half filled with beer, milk, or any 
liquid will attract and drown them. A deep glazed earthenware jar, 
having a little food such as boiled potato or sliced cucumber in it, 
will serve as a trap for crickets, for when once in, they are unable to 
jump out again. Pills made of arsenic or Paris green and flour, or 
these poisons mixed with grated carrots or mashed potatoes, will poi- 
son them ; but if such deadly poisons are ever used, great care should 
be taken that the dead insects do not fall into any of the domestic 
kitchen utensils, nor should they be swept where domestic fowls can find 
and eat them. If field-crickets are very numerous and annoying, many 
of the same remedies recommended for grasshoppers, such as plowing 
up the earth and exposing it to the winter's frost or rains, or rolling the 
ground very early in the morning will be of utility ; but fowls, turkeys, 
and insectivorous birds are of inestimable value in destroying such in- 
sects as are found around gardens and houses, if they can oilly be kept 
out of the gardens themselves. Toads should never be killed in gar- 
dens, as they feed entirely on insects, and although they may not have 
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Fig. 16. 



the " precious jewel'' in their heads, yet they are themselves exceed- 
ingly precioas to the horticalturist as having a lot of injurious insects 
in their stomachs, as any entomologist can affirm who has once taken 
the trouble to kill and dissect a toad in the morning after a good night's 
hunt iu the grass or among the vegetables. The flower crickets or 
climbing tree-crickets diflfer entirely from their relations, the field-crick- 
ets, in habits and form, as they live on trees a:nd shrubs, or vines. 

CEcanthus nivetUj or, the white climbing tree- 
cricket, is very common in this neighborhood, and 
is remarkable for the difference of appearance be- 
tween the two sexes, the male being of an ivory- 
white color, with flattened wing-covers, while the^ 
female is longer, the wing-covers much narrower,^ 
and the body of a greenish yellow or dusky color. 
Both sexes have long, slender hind legs, for leap- 
ing, and long, slender thread-like antennae. The 
females injure the branches of apple, blackberry, 
cherry, currant, grape, peach, plum, pear, rasp- 
berry, &c., by making punctures iu them in which 
to deposit their eggs. These eggs are placed in a 
row, contiguous to each other, the eggs being laid 
slantingly across the pith; at first the injury is 
shown only by a slight roughness of the bark, but afterward the twig or 
branch frequently dies above the puncture, or is so much injured as to be 
broken off by the first high wind. These eggs hatch about May, and 
the young insects hide among the foliage. The old insects are accused 
of girdling bunches of grapes, and thus causing the fruit to wither and 
fall ; and although several entomologists state that they feed upon plant- 
lice and other injurious insects, yet any good they may effect in so doing 
is more than counterbalanced by the injury they do by causing the 
death of the twigs and young branches of fruit-trees. The males of 
these tree-crickets make a shrilling noise all night during the late sum- 
mer and early autumn. The only remedy we can suggest would be to 
examine the trees and grape-vines in the autumn, and whenever or 
wherever a branch or twig appears to be injured cut it off immediately, 
and burn it, together with all the unhatched eggs it contains. 

Sub-family 2 of the family of crickets {Oryllutce) contains the mole- 
crickets, (Oryllotalpinw^) so called from their great resemblance to the 
mole, the fore legs being palmate, short, stout, much flattened, and 
armed with solid tooth-like projections, like the fingers of a hand, and 
remarkably well adapted for digging in the earth. They generally live 
in moist places near water, and form passages or galleries in the soil. 
The European species are said to lay from two hundred to four hundred 
eggs, in a nest or kind of chamber under the earth. These insects make 
a dull, jarring, uninterrupted noise. They feed on vegetable and animal 
substances, and will eat raw meat ; when pressed for food they will even 
kill and devour each other. 
A correspondent of this De- 
partment sent some speci- 
mens of the short-winged 
m o 1 e-criokets [Oryllotalpa ^ 
horealia) from Virginia,' 
where he said the insects 
were very numerous, and had 
destroyed nearly his whole ^^^' ^'' 

crop of potatoes, which were planted in moist ground. These insects also 
injure grass and vegetables, and sometimes injure green sod by burrowing 
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into it and catting off the roots. When harrowing in the gronnd they 
form little ridges of loose, fresh earth wherever they make their under- 
gronnd passages, which nsually terminate under a clod or stone. They 
are usually nocturnal in habits, and are active only during the night 
or in dark, cloudy weather. There are not many species of them in 
the United States, and all of them bear a strong resemblance to each 
other. In the West Indies, one species, &. didactyUij (the two-fingered 
mole-cricket,) does much damage to young sugar-canes, by destroying 
the shoots and boring into the cane. Mole-crickets are not very common 
in this country, and we hear very little of the injury done by them to 
our crops. Yet, in some parts of Europe they are plentiful, and said 
to do much injury in fields and gardens. They can be destroyed by 
digging pits, in September, two or three feet deep and one foot wide; 
these pits are filled with cow-manure and covered with earth. On the 
first appearance of frost the mole-crickets will resort to these traps, 
where they can readily be caught and killed. Moles and crows eat 
them, and Curtis says that oil and soap-suds will kill them, and that 
greasy manures, lime, and soot will assist in banishing them, should 
they increase so as to become troublesome in this country. They can 
also readily be poisoned by placing grated carrots or mashed boiled 
potatoes near their burrows, mixed with arsenic, or Paris-green, or a 
small piece of meat sprinkled with the same poisons, although great 
care should be used, when employing deadly poisons, to keep them out 
of the way of children and domestic animals or birds. Horse-dung is 
said to attract these insects, while pig-manure will drive them away. 
Water, suffused with a few drops of oil, poured into their holes, is also 
said to destroy them. 

The following insects do not properly belong to the Orthoptera^ but 
have been provisionally placed with them as biaring a close affinity in 
many respects. 

The ThripicUe were placed by Westwood in a separate order called 
Thysanapteray or fringed- wioged insects, from their wings being cQiated or 
fringed. Packard places them in the Hemiptera. These 
insects possess two setiform, horny mandibles, which, by 
their juncture at the tip, form a two-valved siphon. 
They are of very small size, with bodies long, linear, and 
depressed; the four narrow wings are fringed with hair, 
Fig. 18. and, when at rest, are laid horizontally along the back. 
By some naturalists they are said to injure wheat, &c. Dr. Pack- 
ard says they are very injurious to grain and flowers, ^^ eating holes 
in the leaves or corollas, and sucking the sap from the flowers of 
wheat, in the bottom of which they hide.'' With a lens we have 
seen the sap oozing out of small punctures made by these insects 
on grape-leaves. Harris says ^Hhey live on leaves and flowers, in 
buds, or in crevices of the bark of plants. Their punctures poison 
plants and often produce deformities in the leaves and blossoms." Cur- 
tis in his work on farm-insects states that *' the European species, Thripa 
(Limothripa) oerealis, once destroyed one-third of the wheat-crop io 
Piedmont, and that the shriveled grains of wheat are caused by the 
thrips extracting the milky secretion." Westwood says that ^Hhe 
thrips infests wheat to a mischievous extent, causing the grain to shrink." 
These are only a few extracts from reliable authorities, to show that by 
some it is considered an injurious insect, and yet on the other hand Mr. 
Walsh once said he '^ did not believe the true thrips to be a vegetable- 
feeder, but that on the contrary they are cannibal insects preying upon 
injurious larvae;" and again he says ^Hhese insects have hitherto been 
considered to be vegetable-feeders, but they are generally, if not univer- 
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sally, insectivorous, and feed upon the eggs of the wheat-midge {Diplo- 
ids tritici) and on gall-making larvae. A small yellow thrips is mentioned 
in Mr. Riley's second report as destroying the eggs of the curculio or 
plam-weevil,'' From the above statements it appears that in certain 
cases the true thrips, (not the insect generally known by the name of 
the grape-thrips, and which is a leaf-hopper,) is in some degree benefi- 
cial, by destroying other insects ; but it appears to be very questionable 
if advantage from the tew insects destroyed by them is at all commensu- 
rate with the injuries they inflict on our grain-crops, grape-vines, fruit- 
trees, and vegetation in general. The remedies suggested for the destruc- 
tion of these insects, in gardens and green-houses, are the same as those 
suggested for plant-lice, (Aphides.) such as dusting with slaked lime, 
syringing with whale oil, soap and water; or strong soapsuds, tobacco- 
water, or a decoction of aloes or quassia and water and soap-suds, 
taking care not to wet the fruit, when on grape-leaves. It must, how- 
ever, here be again remarked that the insect, generally known as the 
grape-vine thrips, is a homopterous insect or leaf-hopper, which, when 
disturbed, leaps with great activity from the leaves, and is not of the 
same long linear form as the true thrips, which generally remains sta- 
tionary upon the leaf, or, at most, crawls slowly over it, and never flies 
in such swarms as the Erythroneura^ or grape-vine leaf-hopper, whenever 
the vines are disturbed. 

We next come to the bristle, or spring-tails, {PoduridcBj &c.) These in- 
sects also are not genuine Orthoptera. They were placed by Latraille in 
the order Thysartaura ; Burmeister, however, considered 
them Orthoptera by the close resemblance of the mouth 
\ parts of I^pismaj especially the labiam, to those of the 
PI 'ig ^ BlMtidce^ (cockroaches.) These insects are very small and 
have cylindrical (not flattened) bodies, their mandibles are 
small, and their bodies are covered either with bristles or small scales 
which are sometimes used as test objects for microscopes. They are 
furnished at the end of the abdomen with a forked tail or appendage, 
which, when at rest, is turned back and placed with its point to the 
breast. When the insect leaps, by a quick extension from behind of this 
appendage or tail, it is thrown in a forward direction, and is enabled to 
spring to a moderate height. The Poduridce are found in hot-beds, un- 
der plants, leaves, stones, bark of trees, or wet chips, and some species 
are iband in winter upon the snow ; they are also found leaping upon 
the surface of stagnant pools of water. They feed ordinarily upon vege- 
table matter, dead leaves, small fungi, and one species is mentioned by 
Curtis as feeding on the pulp of potato-leaves, and is supposed to poison 
the sap. Wood-ashes or quicklime applied to the places they frequent 
will either destroy them, or drive them away, and watering with soap- 
suds has also been used with good effect. 

Smynthurus has the body short and nearly globular. These insects 
are also very small, and are found on the leaves of plants, and are said 
to feed upon the pulp. Mr. Walsh did not appear to think they were 
injurious to vegetation, but Dr. Fitch says that when a flea-beetle {Phyl- 
lotreta striolatc^ has perforated a hole in a leaf, these so-called ^' garden- 
fleas" gather around the perforation to feed on the soft matter formed 
by the evaporation of the exuding juice, and Mr. Curtis states that a 
species of this insect, in Nova Scotia, destroys young turnips and cab- 
bages. The same remedies as are applied to the Podura will also prove 
useful in driving these insects from the plants. In old, damp houses, 
small insects shaped very much like a flsh, of a bright silvery appear- 
ance, with three Jong bristles at the end of the abdomen, may firequentl v 
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be seen rnnning up the walls, whenever clothes or pictures, &c, hang- 

iDg against them, are moved. These are valgarlj called bristle-tails, firom 

the bristles at the end of their abdomens, or silver-fish, from their long, 

tapering, fish-like form, and the shining^ silvery scales 

with which they are covered. These insects belong 

to the Lepistnatidw; they are very swift, rnnning with > 

great agility. In habits they are nocturnal, hiding in 

crevices of the floor and behind wall-paper, shelves, 

&c., by day. They possess rather large, hairy, stout 

mandibles, concealed at their tips under the upper 

lip. Their habits are the same as certain cockroaches, Fijr. 20. 

and they cut holes in woolen clothing. One species of Lqrisma is a 

small insect of a leaden-silvery color, and is said to eat holes in cloth, 

tapestry, silken trimmings, and paste, and is sometimes injurious to 

books in libraries, by eating holes in the leaves and covers. Should 

they be found to be so numerous as to be troublesome in wardrobes and 

libraries, the same remedies can be applied as for cockroaches, {Blattidw.) 

The Mallophagay or biting bird-lice, also do not properly belong to 
the true Orthoptera, and were considered by Burmeister as forming a 
passage from Hemiptera to the Orthoptera, as they possess free biting- 
mouth partS; and especially free mandibles. Dr. Packard, however, 
places them with the Hemiptera. They differ from the true lice by hav- 
ing distinct jaws instead of a sucking-tube, and live on feathers, hair, 
skin-scales, &c., of birds and animals, and, as most authors state, never 
on blood like the true suctorial lice. De Geer, however, states that he 
found blood in them. The bodies of these insects are horny and firm 
above, and of a flattened form. The legs are short and stout, while 
the mandibles are small and harp like. The number of species is very 
great, as almost every bird or animal has its special biting-louse, some- 
times miscalled ticks. 

For lice on fowls, three parts of common olive oil, with one part of 
kerosene oil, is recommended. If in the nests, kerosene oil applied to 
the wood- work will drive them away. Wood-ashes and road-dust for 
the fowls to scratch in and dust themselves with should be placed in 
the vicinity of the hen-coops, which, with the hen-houses themselves, 
should frequently be well white washed with lime, or washed with to- 
bacco- water. In extreme cases, a wash of corrosive sublimate has been 
used, but it is extremely dangerous as being poisonous. A small piece 
of quicklime slacked, and then mixed with flowers of sulphur into a paste 
with wine or vinegar, and then diluted with water until it is of the con- 
sistence of weak whitewash, washed over the walls, will destroy the 
insects, but should be employed every week for three or four weeks, in 
order to destroy the young from the unhatched eggs. Professor Yerrill 
recommends a solution of sulphuret of potassium in water, two to four 
ounces in a gallon of cold water, for lice on animals, as well as flies, mites, 
itch-insects, mange, acari, and all other external parasites of man and 
animals, and says there is no danger in its use. 

TOWNEND GLOYER, 



Hon. Frederick Watts, 

Commissioner. 



Entomologist 
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REPORT OF THE CHEMIST. 

Sm : I have the honor to present this report of the work in the divis- 
ion ander my charge, and wonld state that the work thns reported has 
been performed since July 1, 1874, the work done previous to that time 
having been included in my former report. 

Before stating the results of the work carried on in the laboratory of 
this Department, I consider it important to present, as concisely as pos- 
sible, a summary of valuable facts relating to agricultural chemistry 
which have been discovered elsewhere during the past year. 

1. The experiments of Professor Ooessman, of the Massachusetts 
Agricultural College, upon the culture of the beet, have shown that it 
is better that the organic matter in the soil should be decreased, while 
the assimilable inorganic matters should be increased. Therefore a crop 
of beets should not be planted on a soil to which barn-yard manure has 
been recently applied. It is better to delay the sowing until the organic 
matter has been decomposed, and only the mineral matter remains, thus 
reducing the size of the beet, but greatly increasing its percentage of 
sugar. Deherain^s experiments at Grignon furnished results of a very 
similar character. 

2. Bissmtlller, investigating the translocation of matter in plants, 
made analyses of beech-leaves at different stages of development, and 
found that the proteine bodies and hydrocarbons, as well as phosphoric 
acid and potassa, steadily increased until July, and then steadily de- 
creased until the close of the season. He is of the opinion that a rela- 
tion exists between the proportion of potash present and the production 
of hydrocarbons, as well as between the amount of phosphoric acid and 
the proteine bodies, and that this relation not only exists during the en- 
tire growth of the leaves, but that these inorganic principles accompany 
Hie organic constituents in their passage to the other organs of the 
plants^ to increase them, or serve as nourishment in succeeding seasons. 
He does not consider that lime and silica in any way affect the produc- 
tion of silica, but only act as incrusting materials, or possibly, in case 
of lime, to combine with the organic acids, such as oxalic, which undergo 
no metamorphosis at the close of the period of growth. 

3. In experiments upon the exhalation of moisture by plants in air 
and in carbonic acid, Mens. A. Barthelemy obtained results which led 
him to the conclusion that this action may be effected in three ways : 1st. 
By insensible exhalation from the entire surface of the cuticle by a true 
gaseous dialysis. 2d. By sudden emission of saturated gases which 
escape itx)m the stomata when the plant is submitted to a rapid eleva- 
tion of temperature, especially when inclosed. 3d. By accidental exu- 
dation resulting from a defect in the equilibrium between the absorp- 
tive action of the roots and the work of the parts exposed to the atmos- 
phere in fixing carbon combined with the elements of water — work which 
ceases with the disappearance of light. He believes that it is also right 
to conclude that heat exercises a strong influence upon this function, 
and that, at equal temperatures, carbonic acid, in the presence of light, 
has the effect of diminishing the evaporation. 

4. With regard to the exhalation of ozone by plants, Bellucci has 
found that the air is not ozonized by coming in contact with the living 
plants or with parts of plants recently cut, but that the reaction pre- 
viously supposed to be due to the action of ozone produced in this way, 
18 due to the action of free oxygen and light. The same test made with 
exclusion of light, other conditions remaining the same, g^ves no reac- 



148 REPOET OF THE COMMISSIONER OF AGRICULTURE. 

tion. These facts support the opinions resulting from the previous 
experiments of Cloez and Scoutetten, and are themselves supported by 
the experiments of Mr. Charles Kinzett, of England, who showed that 
ozone is not produced during the oxidation of essential oils, bat that 
the reaction heretofore supposed to be due to ozone is, in such cases, 
due entirely to the influence of certain easily reducible organic com- 
pounds of oxygen. The results of both the above investigators have 
been conflrmeid in a similar manner in our laboratory. 

5. Haberlandt, by a series of important experiments, has shown that 
the limits of the temperature of germination of agricultural seeds vary 
from 3.80 R. to 35° to 40^ E., but that the most favorable temperature 
for germination seems to be from 13^ to 2(P B. Though these may be 
the limits under ordinary circumstances, Krausen has shown that if 
wheat-grain be thoroughly dried by gradual heating, and with the aid 
of chloride of calcium, it may then be heated to the temperature of boil- 
ing water without losing its germinating power. 

6. The presence of nitrate of potash as a definite compound in plants, 
has been fully demonstrated by at least two investigators during the 
past year. M. A. Boutin found in Amarantus rvber in the dried condi- 
tion 16 percent, and in A. purpure%L% 22.77 percent.; and he recom- 
mends the cultivation of these, as well as A. hlitum, which he has pre- 
viously shown to contain this compound, for the production of niter. 
P. Gennadius has confirmed these statements, having obtained crystals 
of potassic nitrate from A. albus as well as from Cannabis satimj Lac- 
tuca sativa^ Batata eduliSj Lycopersicum esctdentum^ Lappa majoTj and 
Artemesia absinthum. He has also demonstrated the presence of nitrous 
acid in a large number of other plants. 

7. We have also to note the contributions made to our knowledge of 
the assimilation of nitrogen and ammonia by plants, and the formation 
of assimilable compounds of nitrogen from the nitrogen of the atmos- 
phere. Eeasoning from the results of Deherain's experiments, we would 
conclude that the atmospheric nitrogen used by the plant is supplied 
through the medium of the soil, where it is fixed by means of the hydro- 
carbons (such as humus) with the assistance of alkalies. This action is 
said to be favored by the absence of oxygen. Deherain's work has been 
more elaborately carried out by Armsby, under the direction of Prof. S. 
W. Johnson. The results of his experiments showed that the loss of 
nitrogen in the decomposition of nitrogenous organic matters in the 
compost heap could be very materially increased by the addition of 
caustic or carbonated alkalies. Yille states that in such decomposition 
30 per cent, of the nitrogen present in the material is lost. Armsby 
finds that compost containing 3| per cent, nitrogen, most of it in organic 
combination, lost 11 per cent, of the nitrogen in two months. Addition 
of gypsum reduced this loss to 6 per cent., but when potash was added 
to the extent of 5 per cent, there was no loss, but an actual gain of 15 
per cent, on the amount originally present. Professor Johnson's experi- 
ments in this particular, with caustic lime, will doubtless give simOar 
results. 

8. Contributions of an important character have also been made to 
our knowledge concerning the absorption of ammonia by the aerial por- 
tions of plants. That plants can absorb ammonia is fully established 
by the investigations of Schloesing and Mayer; but the latter investi- 
gator considers that we can have normal growth only when the ammo- 
nia is supplied to the roots, and that legominous^plants have no special 
power to absorb and assimilate atmospheric nitrogen. 

9. With regard to the application of nitrogenous chemical compounds 
of an artificial character, Dr. Hellriegel, of Dahme, prosecuted an elab- 
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orate series of experiments, from the results of which it appears that 
ammonia-salts shonld not be applied to soils deficient in lime, for as 
the ammonia is taken np by the plants mineral acids are liberated, 
which have an injarious action on the roots. 

SOUTHERN FODDER-PLANTS. 

Cow pea. — ^The species to which this plant belongs is exceedingly 
doubtful. It is largely used throughout the South for fodder and for 
green manuring. Its value for these purposes has not been determined 
by chemical analysis. To estimate its value for feeding purposes, seed 
was obtained and sown in the Department grounds, that we might select 
samples for analysis at various stages of growth. But the seeds were 
sown so late that we could make but one collectionjfsome time before 
blooming) before the crop was destroyed by frost. We purpose making 
farther investigation during the coming season ; but a statement of the 
results already obtained may be of interest and value, and are therefore 
presented here. 

The plants, on being collected, were carefully dried and submitted to 
preliminary examination, which showed the following general composi- 
tion: 





Leavei. 


Stems. 


Rooti. 


Water 


86.850 

11.899 

1.851 


88.350 
ia570 
1.080 


79.000 


Ofgaolc matter ..- 


19. 443 


looraanle matter.... 


1.557 






''{♦roffm in orffanlc tD**ter .^..^.^.^.r.,,.^^,,,,,^,,., rr-T-r t.t- 


100.000 
.387 


100.000 
.168 


loaoou 







Proximate organic analysis of the leaves and stems gave the follow- 
ing results : 



Stoma. 



LaATOi. 



Chlorophyll 

Oil 

dam 

Glaten 

Sugar, dextrine, Sut. 

Starch 

Albamiooida 

C«Ual<Me 

Inorganic matter.... 



2.10 


6.90 


S.00 


2.30 


80.47 


14.05 


1.50 


a 70 


1.90 


15.60 


10.33 


7.70 


10.00 


8.10 


39.30 


33.85 


12.40 


1U.80 



100.00 



100.00 



On comparing these analyses with those of red clover and pease before 
blossoming, as given by Johnson, and calculated for dry material, we 
find that the '^ cow-pea" is nearly as valuable as either of these crops, 
as the following table will show : 

Average of the entire plant. 



• 


11 

o 


fa 


1^ 


Pat 


3.9 
16.8 
43.2 
28. 9 

7.9 


3.94 
18.65 
43.5 
29.45 

a46 


2.15 


AlbnminoM" - - 


14.65 


fttAPrh mnemr. An. 


38.025 


C«UalOM 


36.575 


Ash 


8.60 








loao 


loaoo 


100.00 



* The cow- pea had not reached the game itage of development aa the green peaae and red cloyer seem to 
have attained, and. as the proportion of nutritive oonRtltnenta contlnnea to Increane until the time of blossom- 
ing, tbere ean be little doubt that these proportions will, in time, be as great in the former as in the latter. |^^ 
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The following table shows the composition of the inorganic matter 
contained in the different parts of the plant : 





Leaf. 


Stem. 


Boot. 


Insoluble rillca 


9.83 

.^588 

29.767 


1.175 

1.350 

15.350 

Trace. 

0.475 

5.375 

10.40 

46. 845 

16.350 

L€6 


23.03 


Soluble Milica 


0.26 


Lime 


9.8C 


Magneiia 




Peroxide of irt>n....... 


6.590 

4.317 

1.076 

35. 7(»2 

15.095 

Trace. 


1.(15 


Photpborio acid 


7.00 




18. 14 


Potaab 


34.53 


Soda 


5.03 


Cbleriiie 


0.64 








99.985 


9d,m 


99.54 



This is but a preliminary examination of this plant, which will be 
continned daring the coming year. We have been nnable to ascertain 
the product per acre, but our readers who cultivate cow-pease can make 
the necessary calculations as to it^ value for fodder and green manure. 

We have also been requested by Mr. Ghas. Mohr, of Mobile, Ala., to 
make an investigation of Eichardsonia scabra^ and its value as fodder. 
In his letter he describes it thus : 

It might not be devoid of interest for you to receive a sample of baj from RiehardsonU 
Bcabra, which forma a larg^ and important part of the spontaneoas forage-crops of the pine 
woods on this part of the gulf coast. Hundreds of tons have been stored up this season in 
this county. It is much relished by the horses and mules, which seem to thrive well upon 
it, and it is oonsequentlj looked upon as equal in value to any other hay ; and not less 
valuable is the green plant for soiling or pasture for cattle and sheep, which feed upon it 
with great avimty. The plant is known here by the name of ** Mexican clover," ** poor- 
toes,*' or ** pigeon-weed." Seventeen years ago it was but sparse; now it covers aUoor 
grounds brought under culture, covering the same with a luxuriant vegetation after the crops 
of the summer have been removed. It would be a matter of great interest to see the ex- 
perience of our farmers verified by a quantitative determination of its albuminoid contents. 
It is of no less importance to ascertain by analysis of its ashes the quantity and quality of 
inorganic compounds removed, by its harvest, from our soils, naturally poor in alkalies and 
phosphates. Judging from its vigorous growth on the poorest lauds, I deem it an ameliorat- 
ing crop of great value to the lower pine-wood region. 

The specimen received was thoroughly air-dried, and, when submitted 
to proximate organic analysis, it was found to have the following com- 
position : 

Oil 1.50 



Gum ) 

Sugar, dextrine, &c. > carbo-hydrates.. 
Starch ) 

Chlorophyll.. ) 



I 13.^ 
.< 12. « 



13.80 

.80 

.00 

5.20 

Gluten ^nitrogeneous compounds ^ 0.90 

Albuminoids, ) (9.60 

Cellulose 33.30 

Inorganic matter 11.90 



100.00 



We give the following table of the composition of red clover in full 
bloom, calculated for dry substance, as in the above case, in order that 
the two may be compared : 

Fat 3.4 

Albuminoids 16. 1 

Starch, sugar, &c 37,6 

Cellulose 35.1 

Ash. 7.8 



This is an average of analyses made by Wolff and Enop. 
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The analysis of the ash of the Bichardsouia resulted as follows : 

Inaolnble silica 22.740 

Soluble silica 2.740 

Lime 29.456 

Magnesia 1.605 

Phosphoric acid 7.467 

Psrozideof iron Trace 

Salpbaricacid 2.6J7 

Chlorine 2.840 

Potaasa 23.S24 

Soda 6.860 

99.639 

With legard to its valae as a feeding material, it will be seen that it is 
aboQt equal to that of clover-hay. For green manuring it can scarcely 
be compared with clover, since the composition of the inorganic matter 
is so variable. Thus we find* that the inorganic matter of clover-hay 
contains — 

Silica 5.7 

Lime 32.4 

Magnesia 9.2 

Phosphoric acid 13.4 

Peroxide of iron 1.4 

Siilpharic acid 8.7 

Chlorine 1.4 

Potassa 18.7 

Soda 7.4 

9973 

In this case we have more of phosphoric acid and less of potash than 
in case of the Bichardsouia. The latter will, therefore, be of value as an 
ameliorating (urop to precede some crops, while clover may be more ad- 
vantageous for others, and thus they may be employed interchangeably. 
As in the case of the cow-pea, we cannot estimate the total amount of 
inorganic matter per acre. 

Judge W. Schley, of Savannah, Ga., sent to the Department a sample 
of material, with a statement to the effect that it had been discovered 
in considerable quantity in a cave near that city, and requested that 
it be examined to determine its value as a fertilizer. He gave no de- 
scription of its location or surroundings. The sample was nearly white, 
pulverulent, becoming lumpy on compression, and appeared the result 
of deposition. Preliminary tests indicated that it was of considerable 
agricultural value, and we therefore made a complete analysis, which 
showed the following result : 

Insoluble silica 6.200 

Soluble silica 0.600 

Lime 14.320 

Magnesia 3.430 

Alumina 13.530 

Peroxide of iron 7.340 

Soluble phosphoric acid 8.400 

Insoluble phosphoric acid 6. 100 

Potassa 2.530 

Soda 0.357 

Sulphuric acid 3.870 

Chlorine Trace. 

Nitric acid Trace. 

Carbonic acid Trace. 

Moisture 16.100 

Organic matters containing 0.119 per cent, nitrogen, equivalent to 0.1445 percent 

ammonia 16.250 

99.027 
* Wolff's Aschen-Analjsen, p. 67. Digitized by LjUV^^Ic 
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The high percentage of soluble phosphoric acid in this material is 
somewhat surprising ; yet this, with the fair percentage of nitrogen 
and potassa it contains, and its yery favorable mechanical condition, 
render it available for immediate application to the soil for almost any 
kind of crops. It is seldom that we find such a combination of fertil- 
izing materials in the natural condition, and the planters of that sec- 
tion may consider themselves fortunate in having at hand such valuable 
available plant-food of a stimulating character, should further inquiry 
show its existence in large quantity. 

The seeds of the castor-plant {Bicinus communis) have not been very 
extensively produced in this country until within a few years, and, to 
determine how American seed will compare with that grown in £nrope, 
Mr. J. P. Lawrence, of Dallas, Tex., sent to this Department a sample 
of seed — ^portion of a larg:e crop of his own cultivation. It seems to 
belong to the variety Ricintis sanguinariusy and, to make the desired 
comparison, we made analyses of this sample and of other samples 
grown in France. 

The analyses resulted as follows : 
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n. 


IIL 


HoUtim 


4.40 
4&9S 
&35 
a875 
3.788 
95.50 
S.90 


4.35 

47.78 

4.90 

9.81 

a 10 

27.22 
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4.10 


Oil 


45.55 


Matter •xtractod by alcohol and water 


4.40 


Starch 


1Z50 


Albomlnoldi 


9.40 


GeUuloie 


97.70 


Innrflranle matter............. ..••... 


2.94 








98.703 


99.36 


99.59 



Ko. I represents the composition of the sample of Bicinus sanguina- 
rius grown in Texas ; No. II, the same variety grown in France : while 
No. Ill represents that of a sample of Bicinus minor grown in France. 

It thus appears that, so far as the oil-contents of the seeds are con- 
cerned, the American sample is about as valuable as the European. 
The following are the results of an analysis of the mineral matters con- 
tained in the beans of the Bicinus sanguinarius : 

Lime 11.31 

Magnesia 7.33 

Peroxide of iron 0.89 

Phospboric acid 38.657 

Sulphuricacid 2.218 

Chlorine 0.89 

Potassa 29.52 

Soda -. tt.75 

99.565 

Paris green — its use in agriculture. — ^The question of the use 
of arsenical compounds in agriculture for the destruction of noxious in- 
sects has elicited considerable discussion, and we have received from 
our correspondents in different sections, especially those infesticd with 
the Colorado potato-beetle, very many and various questions, which 
have led us to the consideration of several points concerning it. 

Some of the farmers seem to'consider that, when applied to the potato- 
crop for the destruction of the beetle, it will have an injurious and poison- 
ous influence upon the tubers. Others fear the absorption of arsenic by 
the tubers to a sufficient extent to be injurious to the health of the con- 
sumer. We have also received applications for information conc^nijig the 
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nse of arsenical componnds in eolation and their probable effect npon vege- 
tation. And tbe qnestion as to whether or not arsenic could be absorbed 
and assimilated has also raised in our own minds the question whether 
the arseniates of the alkaline earths can substitute the corresponding 
phosphates, all being included in the same chemical classification, in the 
economy of plant-growth. The results of our experiments in this par- 
ticular, though not complete, may, to a certain extent, settle the first 
point. The full description of these experiments must be given here- 
after, but a partial statement of the results seems pertinent here. A 
number of boxes of soil were prepared with pure washed sand contain- 
ing a mixture of kainit, (crude sulphate of potash,) gypsum, (sulphate 
of lime,) and each of the boxes containing respectively the arseniates of 
lime, baryta, strontia, and magnesia. Alongside of these boxes were 
others prepared in a similar manner, but containing the phosphates 
instead of the arseniates of the alkaline earths. In all of the boxes 
pease were sown, and after ten days a large number of the seeds planted 
in the boxes containing the arseniates had failed to germinate, and those 
plants which had sprung up were very weak and sickly. Fresh seeds 
were sown in those portions of the boxes in which the seeds had pre- 
viously failed to grow, and this time a tolerably fair proportion of the 
seeds germinated. But, as in the previous instance, they failed to 
evince a healthy condition of growth. The seeds were sown early in 
August, and on account of the frost it was found necessary to collect 
the plants in the latter part of October, when they were just about 
blooming. On testing specimens at different stages of growth by means 
of Marsh's test, after having boiled the green plant with solution of 
chlorate of potash and hydrochloric acid, not a trace of arsenic could be 
detected. When the plants were taken up it was found that the tap- 
root was destroyed, and that sufficient small fibrous lateral roots had 
been thrown out to form a thickly-matted mass. The end of the tap- 
root, or what remained of it, was covered with a thick, fleshy knob, not 
very large, but apparently an extension of the bark of the root. We 
are not fully satisfied as to whether this condition is due to a deficiency 
of nutriment in the soil, or to a distincUy poisonous action of the arsen- 
ical compounds. It would seem, however, that the latter was the case, 
since the tap-root of the boxes similarly prepared, but containing no 
arseniates, were perfectly sound. We shall, nevertheless, vary our ex- 
periments with a determination of this point in view. 

Mulder states* that plants may be poisoned by many principles which 
are poisonous to the animal organism, but holds that'they do not attack 
directly what is called the vital principle, but affect the proximate 
organic principles of the plants, changing the conditions under which 
they exist, and thus prevent the transmission of liquids from the roots. 
In support of this idea he cites the coagulation of the albumen of the 
plants by the metallic oxides, such as lead, copper, &c. In case of arse- 
niates of the alkalies and alkaline earths this would scarcely occur, since 
the acids of arsenic have no such effect upon albumen, and indeed there 
is, so far as we know, no fact recorded in which they have been known 
to form any combination with the other constituents of the plant. In 
the use of metallic compounds of arsenic, however, this action may pos- 
sibly take place. 

We have also conducted some investigations upon the assimilation of 
arsenic by plants in case of direct application of Paris green itself, but 
the results of our experiments seem in this instance also to be of a nega- 

'CbemiBtiyof Animal and Yegotable Pbyaiology, English translation, 1819, page 626. 
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tiTO character. The investigation has not been as full as we desire, but 
we shall give the results for what they are worth. Upon a lot of '' cow* 
pea," a leguminous plant used as a foddering-material in the South, 
growing in the Department grounds, was freely dusted Paris green as 
obtained from the shops without any admixture of foi^ign substances. 
The material did not, however, seem perfectly unadulterated. In the 
first case the amount applied seems to have been too large^ as all the 
plants were killed. Subsequently, however, a mixture of Paris green 
and gypsum, in the proportions usually recommended, was applied, and 
the small terminal buds and leaves were killed. But in a short time 
lateral buds appeared, healthy branches developed, and the plants grew 
thriftily without seeming to be otherwise affected. Examinations of the 
plant at different stages of growth, by means of Marsh's test, carefully 
applied, failed in any case to reveal the presence of arsenic. It is, how- 
ever, possible that, had the plants had an opportunity to mature, arse- 
nic might have been assimilated. In this connection the results of the 
experiments of Prof. E. W. Davy* are exceedingly interesting. Being 
aware of the fact that nearly all of the sulphuric acid employed in the 
manufacture of superphosphates in Dublin was made from pyrites, which 
almost invariably contained arsenic, he considered it of some importance 
to determine whether the arsenic which thus passed into the superphos- 
phates, and must, therefore, be communicated to the soil in the most 
favorable condition for assimilation by plants, could enter into the vege- 
table organism. As a preliminary experiment to determine whether 
arsenic could be taken up by the plant, he watered pease, which had 
been transplanted into a pot containing rich garden-^il, with a con- 
centrated aqueous solution of arsenious acid. This treatment was 
repeated every second or third day for more than a week, and then dis- 
continued. At the end of some months, the plants having grown to 
fall size, flowered, and fruited, it was found by application of both 
Marshes and Beinsch's tests that the arsenic had permeated every part 
of the plants. Being thus satisfied that plants were capable of taking 
up arsenic during their development, he made some experiments with 
the use of phosphates containing arsenic. The sulphuric acid employed 
in their manufeusture contained about 2.8 pounds arsenic per ton, and 
the proportions employed were one ton of acid per two tons of bone. 
The amount of arsenic in the superphosphate was therefore relatively 
very small. 

In his next experiment he prepared a soil consisting of one part super- 
phosphate and four parts garden-mold, into which he transplanted a 
small cabbage-plant. At the end of three weeks an examination for 
arsenic, with a small portion of the plant, (113 grains,) gave the <^ most 
distinct indications of the presence of that substance." Since, however, 
he considered the conditions in this case very favorable to the absorp- 
tion of arsenic, he examined carefully different samples o( Swedish 
turnips which had grown in a soil to which superphosphate had been 
applied at the rate of six hundred-weight per Irish acre, and found 
arsenic in each case. It is also stated that sheep refused to feed freely 
upon the turnips grown upon soil to which the superphosphate had been 
applied. 

The results of Professor Davy's experiments do not, however, seem to 
have been confirmed by the results of later investigations, and, in fact, 
so far as we have been able to learn, these have been of a decidedly con 
tradictory character. Thus Mr. E. H. Ogston,f doubting that a sata- 

* Phil. Mag., vol. xviii, p. 108. t Gardner's Chronicle, 1660, 216. 
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rated solution of arsenions acid coald be applied to plants without in- 
jury to them, and that the amount of arsenic communicated to the soil 
by the application of superphosphates would be large enough to appear 
in the plant in sufficient quantity to be detected by the ordinary tests of 
the laboratory, repeated the experiments by watering some strong cab- 
bage-plants of some weeks' growth with a saturated solution of arsenious 
acid, and though only two doses were administered in three days, the 
plants drooped and died in less than a week. Bepetition of this experi- 
ment with Scotch kale afforded similar results. After a few days all 
the plants exi)erimented upon were removed from the ground, and vari- 
ous portions of the stems and leaves examined for arsenic by means of 
the Marsh test, when the poison was found ^'only in the portions of 
the stems close to the roots, which were darkened in color in the inte- 
rior. In no case was the poison found in the stem at more than five inches 
from the ground.'' Mr. Ogston experimented with other solutions of 
arsenions acid, but found that, when the dilution was sufficiently great 
to prevent injury to the plant, no arsenic could be detected in any por- 
tion above ground. 

With regard to the absorption of arsenic in case of the Swedish tnr- 
nipe, without any experiments, he reasons that the quantity applied per 
acre in the superphosphate is not sufficient to render it possible to detect 
its presence in the root. But admitting that the plant will absorb arse- 
nic with the same avidity as phosphoric acid, which, reasoning from the 
evidences on record, is scarcely possible, close calculation shows that 
when the quantity which might be introduced to the soil through the 
medium of the superphosphate is present, enough could be taken up to 
be detected by the delicate tests at our command. 

The conclusions arrived at by Mr. Ogston seem to be corroborated by 
the results of the investigations of Daubeny.* In his experiments he 
watered a plot of ground of 100 square feet, containing young barley, 
with a solution of arsenious acid, in the proportion of two ounces per ten 
gallons of water, and after six days the crop had a blighted appearance. 
A similar plot was then watered with a solution of half this strength, 
and after two applications, at an interval of twelve days, this crop also 
appeared to be injured. The treatment was, however, again continued 
after a short time, so that in all five applications were made, yet the 
crop matured. 

A similar plot sown with turnips received applications amounting to 
4 ounces arsenions acid per 100 square feet, and were in no wise injured. 
In case of the barley the indications of arsenic shown by the Marsh 
test were very slight, and in case of tests made both by the author and 
by Professor Brodie, decidedly negative results were given. 

It will therefore be seen that the general character of the results 
which have been obtained from investigations upon this subject has in 
the main been negative. 

In this report I have presented the results of my preliminary experi- 
ments, with the history of the matter, without waiting for the comple- 
tion of my investigations, because I consider it of some importance to 
place these facts before the public as early as possible. These investi- 
gations, and others yet under way, shall be continued as fast as possible, 
and the results will be presented in a subsequent report. 
Very respectfully, 

WM. McMURTRIE, Chemist. 

Hon. Fbedbbick Watts, 

Commissioner of Agriculture, 



' Jour. Chem. Soc. XIV, 225. 
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REPORT OF THE BOTANIST. 

Sir : During the past year the work of the botanical division has 
been steadily prosecuted. The plants collected by the expeditiona of 
Lieutenant Wheeler and Professor Hayden have been transferred to 
this Department by the Smithsonian Institution, and have been appro- 
priately cared for. There have been otherwise contribnted to the bo- 
tanical collection as follows : 

1. A valuable set of the plants of Southern Utah, collected by Gapt. 
F. Bishop, of Salt Lake City, among which plants are two or three 
new species. 

2. A package of plants collected near Mobile, Ala., by Mr. William 
Harvey. 

3. A large package of the plants of Southern Indiana, made by Mr. 
Coulter, of Hanover, Ind. 

4. A small package of Colorado plants, from Mr. H. N. Patterson, 
Oguawka, IlL 

5. Through the Smithsonian Institution, six packages of the mosses 
of Central Europe, from Mr. Paul Beinsch, of Germany, containing spe- 
cies mounted for the microscope, and also illustrated by magnified fig- 
ures. 

6. Through the Smithsonian Institution, a package of Illinois plants, 
comprising abont 800 species, from Dr. Fred. Brendel, Peoria, HI. 

7. Through the Smithsonian Institution, a collection of plants, made 
by Mr. J. A. Allen in Dakota and Montana, on the Yellowstone expe- 
dition, General Stanley commanding. 

8. Through the Smithsonian Institution, six boxes, embracing abont 
100 specimens of models of German fungi. These models have been 
mounted on stands and placed in the museum, where they are objects 
of interest and value. 

9. A very fine collection of the plants of Southern Utah, made by Mrs. 
E. P. Thompson, and by her presented to the Department. This collec- 
tion embraces a number of the new species recently described by Mr. 
Sereno Watson, many of the others being rare and valuable. 

From these various collections the l^tanist has made such selec- 
tions as were desirable for the perfection of the herbarinm, and they 
have chiefly been mounted and incorporated in their proper places, in 
order that the herbarinm may as soon as possible contain a complete 
representation of the plants of the United States. A large portion of 
the duplicate plants have been carefully prepared in packages and dis- 
tributed, first, to foreign societies and individuals who have made con- 
tributions to the herbarium } and, secondly, to home scientific societies 
and institutions of learning, as follows : 

Two packages to Prof. Paul Beinsch, Zweibriicken, Germany, con- 
taining 305 sx)ecies. 

Two packages to Dr. Francis Lagger, Freiburg, Switzerland, contain- 
ing 261 species. 

One package to Dr. K. Keck, Schwertzberg, Upper Austria, contain- 
ing 215 species. 

One box to the St. Petersburg Imperial Academy of Science, contain- 
ing 656 species. 

Two packages to the University of Virginia, containing 300 species. 

One package to the Philadelphia Academy of Sciences, Philadelphia, 
containing 188 species. 
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One package to the Agricultural College of Tennessee, contaiuing 207 
species. 

Ooe package to the Indiaua Xormal School, Terre Haute, Ind., con- 
taiuing 187 species. 

One package to the Bockford Female Seminary, Bockford, III., con- 
taining 239 species. 

One package to the Chicago Academy of Sciences, containing 244 
species. 

One package to the Illinois Industrial University, Urbana, 111., con- 
taining 157 species. 

One package to the Massachusetts Agricultural College, Amherst, 
Mass., containing 188 species. 

One package to the Buffalo Academy of Sciences, Buffalo, N. Y., 
containing 278 species. 

One package to the Baltimore Academy of Sciences, Baltimore, 
Md., containing 196 species. 

One package to the Princeton College, Princeton, N". J., containing 
116 species. 

Also, packages to the following individuals, chiefly in exchange for 
plants sent the Department: 

One package to Mr. W. M. Canby, Wilmington, Del. 

One package to Mr. H. W. Young, Aquebogue, Long Island. 

One package to Professor T. C. Porter, Easton, Pa. 

One package to Professor H. H. Babcock, Chicago, 111. 

One package to Dr. Fred. Brendel, Peoria. 111. 

One package to Professor D. C. Eaton, Yale College, Xew Haven. 

One package to M. S. Bebb, Winnebago Station, 111. 

One package to Mr. William Harvey, Mobile, Ala. 

Included in the above distributions are several special sets of the 
grasses and carices of Lieutenant Wheeler's expedition of 1873. Sets of 
the same not included above were also sent to Professor Gray, 
Cambridge; to the Boyal Herbarium, Kew, England; and to the Impe- 
rial Academy of St. Petersburg. 

Very gratifying letters of acknowledgment have been received from 
many of the societies, institutions, and individuals above named, show- 
in g the high appreciation of this work of distribution. There still remains 
a large quantity of duplicate plants, of which fifteen or more large pack- 
ages will be ready for distribution by the 1st of January next. 

Many inquiries of a botanico-agricultural character, from farmers, 
planters, and others in all parts of the country, have received careful 
attention, and have been properly replied to. Many of these inquiries 
relate to grasses suitable for cultivation in the Southern and South- 
western States. Observations and experiments in this matter are now 
being carefully made by many individuals, which give promise to re- 
sult in discoveries of great economic value to those portions of the 
country. 

It is believed that much valuable information of a practical charac- 
ter is both received and communicated through the medium of this 
division of the Department of Agriculture. 

GRASSES FOR THE SOUTH. 

The peculiarities of climate and soil in the Southern States are such 
as do not seem favorable to the successful cultivation of the grasses 
which succeed everywhere in the Northern States. This fact has di- 
rected the attention of southern farmers and planters to the ^^^^^UQ^. 
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of native species, or to the introduction of foreign kinds which shoQld 
have an adaptation to their wants. 

Specimens of different kinds have been sent to as for determiDation^ 
accompanied by statements of their value, from which we give some ex- 
tracts which seem deserving of attention : 

Johnson grass. — Mr. John Haralson of Selma, Ala., writing of this 
grass, says : 

I bee to call jonr attention to a grass tliat is (rrown in this section, and known here as 
the Johnson grass. It propagates from the seed and roots. It sends np a tall stem, reiy 
tender till after seedinff-time, with long and luxuriant blades, resembling the blades of Chi- 
nese sugar-cane or chicken-com. It puts ont among the earliest vegetation in spring, and 
soon yields a crop for mowing. On good land it may be mowed half a dozen times in the 
year. It succeeds very well on any kind of soil, on ridge or bottom lands, and in the rery 
fertile black or bottom lands yields a rank and unsurpassed crop in abundance. Stock of 
all kinds love it, and, where it gro^s, eive the preference to it over any other growth. There 
is a divided sentiment in reference to itm this section, where people think of g^rowing nothing 
else but cotton and com ; all are agreed, so far as I know, tnat for a stock-growing country 
it is the best grass known. Many persons here object to it because of its great tenacity of 
life, matting the soil with deep and spreading roots, like the cane-roots, and the rapidity 
with which it spreads itself over a farm when once set, and the difficulty of eradication, in 
case one desired to subdue it for some other crop. This class of persons admit its virtues as 
a forage crop such as I have mentioned. Others again contend that it may be confined to one 
field, if it is fenced and not allowed to go to seed, and that by constant pasturage and mow- 
ing, and turning the soil over in winter, to expos^he roots to frost, it may be subdued. Ex- 
periments in this direction have not reached satisfactory reeults as yet. It is proper to add 
tliat the name given it here is from the man who brought it t^ this country many yean ago, 
whose name was Johnson, and it is said to be what is known as the Guinea grass. An 
examination of the books in reference to that grass, however, does not convince me of its 
identity, or else that very little is known by the writers on grasses of the Guinea grasi. 
The seeds are abundant, somewhat like the chicken-com, but not so abundant on the stalk, 
and weigh about 35 pounds to the bushel. 

This grass, npon investigation^ proves to be Sorghmm halapeMtk It is 
a perennial grass, with strong vigorous root^sand abnndanoe of long and 
tolerably broad leaves. Dr. Chapman, in his Botany of th6 Soatheni 
States, mentions this species of sorghum as being sometimes coltivaled 
ander the name of Cuba grass. It is perhaps alsocalled Gainea grass, but 
improperly, as that name belongs to a species of i\»meiim, prolMibly 
P. jumetorumy which has been cultivated in the South, with various and 
opposite opinions as to its value. The name is also applied to the mil- 
let, (Panunifti miliaceum.) 

PHALABid INTERMEDIA, -&!)«?.— This is a native grass of rather wide 
range in the Southern and Southwestern States. It is quite stout and 
leafy, growing 2 to 3 feet high, with a spike of flowers at the top, 2 to 4 
inches long and } to | inch thick, somewhat like a head of timothy, 
but much thicker, and the flowers more loosely packed and much larger. 
It was noticed in the Monthly Beport for July, 1873. More recently it 
has been sent to us by Mr. John Handy, of Canton, Miss., who 
says that all kinds of stock are fond of it, especially as cured hay. It 
has also been sent from other sources with similar statements. It should 
receive a careful investigation and trial. 

Bbomus UNiOLOiDES, Willd.; Bbomtjs scheaderi, JCttntt.— This 
grass some years ago received prominent attention in Europe, but is 
now little known in cultivation. It is a tall leafy-stemmed grass, with a 
spreading panicle of drooping spikelets which mature an abundance of 
large and nutritive seeds. Mr. J. H. Krancher, of Millheim, Tex., 
sends specimens to the Department with the following remarks : 

Inclosed I send a sample of grass that has, for the last two years, been growing spon- 
taneously in mj field and neighborhood, about fence-comers, &,c., with great luxuriance. 
It makes its appearance about Uie month of January, or earlier, grows to the length of 
3 feet on good land, and is now (April IH) about maturing. Horses and other stock ar 
very fond of it. It appears to be valuable as an early green fec^ by V^jOOQIC 
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HoLons LANATTJS— VELVET GRASS— SOFT GRASS.— This is a Euro- 
pean grass, which has been to some extent introdnced into this country, 
particalorly as a part of the mixed grasses known as lawn-grass. Mr. 
Nathaniel A. Gregory, Oxford, N. 0., sends specimens, with the following 
remarks : 

I ineloBe tou a sample of Rra88« with the request that you will give me its name. Some 
frentlemen here pronounce it the Texas mesqait, but none of us know for certain. Mj 
father owned the place upon which I now live, bought some thirty-five or forty years aeo. 
It waa on the place at that time, and I have recently learned that it is found in several other 
places in the county. It would seem from this that it is indigenous to our clay lands. I 
picked up the seed on my place, and have now some two acres sown, and have just cut 
(June 29) the prettiest lot ot hay I ever saw. Orchard-grass in the same field will not com- 
pare with it. 

PLANTS POISONOUS TO CATTLE IN CALIFORNIA. 

Several notices have been given during the year past of plants 
called ^Moco" and ^' rattle- weed," natives of California, which there 
are said to poison and cause the death of many cattle. We obtained, 
through the kindness of Mr. Wellington Canfield, of Bakersfield, Cali- 
fornia, good specimens of the plants in question, which proved to be 
species of AsiragaluSj viz, A. Hornii^ Gr., and A, leniiginosusj Or. 

Mr. Caniield has had practical experience with these plants, having 
lost by their poisonous effects a large number of horses and other stock. 
There seems also to be an agreement between persons living in differ- 
ent parts of California as ta the plants to which these poisonous proper- 
ties are ascribed. Mr. Canfield thinks that, although the two species of 
Astraf^ns above mentioned are the more common and frequent causes 
of the poisoning, there are several others of the same properties. 
The genus astragalus embraces a great number of species, inhabiting 
California, Nevada, Utah, and all the region of the plains. In Califor- 
nia some of these attain great Inxuriaiie^ gtowing with much the habit 
and vigor of lucem. 

The general symptoms and effects of the poisoning are given by 
Ifr. O. B. Ormsby, as follows, (see Monthly Report, 1873, October, p. 
503:) 

It prevails quite abandanttj over an extent of one fatmdred and fifty square miles in this 
▼alley, and, I aov informed, is found in other ralleys of the State, and also in Arizona. 
Tbia yMir the Rrmy-werm^ and a minute insect which d^t^ys the seeds, have killed a mat 
deal of Of b«t, if not molested, it will soon flourish to as ' mat an extent as ever. I tninlc 
Tery few, if any, animals eat the loco at first from choice ; out, as it resists the drought until 
other feed is scarce, they are at first starved to it, and aftet eating It a short time appear to 
ptefer it to atiythlng else. Cows are poisoned by it as w^l as horses, but it takes more of 
it to aAct tbem. ft is also said to poison sheep. As I have seen its action on the hone, 
the fiiBi symptom of the poisoninfl% apparently, is hallaoination. When led or ridden up to - 
some little obstruction, such as a bar or rail lying in the road, he stops short, and, if urged, 
leaps as though it were four feet high. Next, he is seized with fits ot mania, in which he is 
quite uncontrollable, and sometidnes dangerous. He rears, sometimes even falling back- 
ward, Tttliia or g&ves several soceestive leapa forward^ and generally falls. His eves sre 
rolled upward until only the white can be seen, whieh is strongly injected, and, as he sees 
nothing, is as apt to leap against a wall or man as in any other direction. Anything which 
excites him appears to induce the fits, which, I think, are more apt to occur in crossing 
water than elsewhere, and the animal sometimes falls so exhausted as to drown in water not 
over two feet deep. He loses flesh from the first, and sometimes presents the appearance of 
a walking skeleton. In the next and last stage, he only goes from the "loco^* to water 
and back, his gait is feeble and uncertain ; his tyen are sunken, and have a flat, glassy look ; 
and his coat is rough and lusterlesst In general, the abimal appears to perish from starva- 
pian and constant excitement of the nervous system, but sometimes appears to suffer acute 
tion, causing him to expend his strength in running wildly from place to place, pawing 
and rolling, until he falls, and dies in a few minutes. 
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Mrs. J. S. Whipple, of San Luis Obispo County, sends us specimens 
of the same plants, and says, (see Monthly Beport for July, 1874, p. 331 :) 

The description of the loco plant given in the Monthly Report was correct It i^ows in 
abundance in several counties in Lower California, and appears to he a natural production 
of the localities where found. It occurs on high and low, wet and dry lands. Ajiimals are 
not fond of it at first, or don't seem to be, but after they get accustomed to the taste they 
are crazy for it, and will eat little or nothing else when the loco can be had. There seems 
to be little or no nutrition in it, as the animal invariably loses flesh and spirit. Even after 
eating of it they may live for years if kept entirely out of its reach, but it not, they almost 
invariably eat of it until they die. I sent to Bakersfield for the loco, as it does not grow just 
here. The ratUe-weed, of which I send a sample, seems to be a kindred plant and of the 
8ame nature, producing nearly the same effect. It grows in this locality in abundance. 
This also flourishes on the mountains and in the valleys on wet or dry land, but is confined 
to certain counties, or is not found in all parts of the State. If eaten freely of at first the 
animal sometimes dies in three days, but sometimes lives two or three weeks, and, as with the 
loco, if but little is eaten and the animals are kept from it, they may possibly get over its 
effects. 

This subject has likewise been discussed in the California papers, and 
measures will undoubtedly be taken by those interested to exterminate 
these plants or otherwise prevent their stock from haviug access to 
them. 

OxYTROPis Lamberti, (said to be poisonous to cattle.) Recently 
some specimens of a plant sent from Colorado by Dr. P. Moffatt, assist- 
ant surgeon XJ. 8. A., to the oflBce of the Surgeon-General, were sub- 
mitted to this Department for name, accompanied by the following 
extract from the report of Dr. Moffatt : 

Cattle-men inform me that a weed grows among the grass, particularlv in damp ground, 
which is poisonous to homed cattle and horses, and destroys many of them. From the 
manner in which they describe its effects upon the animals it must be of the nature of a 
narcotic, and they assure me that cattle, after having eaten it mayUnger many months, or 
for a year or two, but invaribly die at last from the effects of it The animal does not lose 
in flesh apparently, but totters on its limbs and becomes crazy. While in this condition, a 
cow mav lose her calf and never find it again, and will not recognize it if presented to ber. 
The sight becomes affected so that the animal has no knowledge of distance, but wiU make 
an effort to step or jump^ over a stream or an obstacle while at a distance off, but will plunge 
into it or walk up against it upon arriving at it. The plant was pointed out to me, and 
seems to be related to the Lupin. 

The plant submitted to us as the one in question was the Oxytropis Lam- 
bertiy a plant of the pea-family, nearly related to the Astragalus, and 
also to the Lupin. It grows in considerable abundance upon the elevated 
plains near the mountains, and extends up into the mountains to the 
elevation of 7,000 to 8,000 feet. It is perennial, and grows in small 
clumps, the leaves all at the base, and sending up a few erect flower- 
stalks, seldom over a foot, which have a spike-like raceme of rather 
showy flowers, varying in color from cream to purple. These are suc- 
ceeded by short, stiff, pointed pods, which contain a number of small, 
clover-like seeds. If the statements above given respecting these two 
or three leguminous plants are substantiated by further experiment and 
observation, it will be interesting to determine by chemieal analysis 
what is the peculiar poisonous principle which they contain. Plants 
belonging to this natural order {LeguminoscB) have generally been con- 
sidered as not possessing poisonous properties. 

GEORGE YASET, 

Botanist 

Hon. Frederick Watts, 

Commissioner, 
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MICROSCOPIC OBSERVATIONS. 
By Thomas Taylor. 

Cranberry rot and scald. — Daring the present year the Depart- 
ment has received nnmeroas letters from cranberry-growers, calling 
attention to a disease of the cranberry known as rot or scald, which has 
appeared, especially in the cranberry-plantations of New Jersey, dur- 
ing the last three years. The following letter, placed in the hands of 
the Commissioner of Agricnltnre by Hon. S. A. Dobbins, M. C, shows 
the importance and necessity of a thorough investigation of the disease, 
with a view to the discovery of its cause and the means of preventing 
its recurrence: 

Trenton, March 12, 1874. 

Dear Sir : Yon are aware that the cranberry-caltare has become a veiy larffe bnsinefls 
in most of the sea-board connties of this State. The failure of the crops for the last two or 
three years has been a serious loss to those counties, and threatens to affect injuriously 
their productive interests perhaps for many years to come. Various opinions have been en- 
tertained with regard to the blight of this important crop. Some have attributed it to ani- 
malcules, others to climatic causes, but as yet the true cause has not been determined. 
Much anxiety is felt by hundreds who have invested in the cultivation of this fruit, and the 
Kew Jersey Cranberrv Association, composed of a large number of respectable citizens of 
the counties of Cape May, Atlantic, Ocean, and Monmouth, at their late session, desired me 
to write to you on the subject. We are informed that the Department of Agriculture at 
Washington is in the habit, when requested, of sendin|^ some scientific person to make a 
critical analysis and examination in such cases, with a view to ascertain the rtal cause of the 
rot, and devise, if possible, such treatment as will prevent it. Yon will greatly oblige many 
of vonr personal nriends and fellow-citizens if you will make inquiry, and procure the 
services of a proper scientist to make the examination desired. It is said that the Depart- 
ment is very reaay to make such investigations, and will, when occasion requires, send a 
competent person, free of charge, for the purpose. 

I think it probable that in Ocean County, New Jersey, the loss on the cranberry-crop for 
the last year approximates $100,000 ; that is, the loss by what is familiarly called the 
*' scald." 

Yours, truly, 

GEO. F. BROWN. 

Hon. 8. A, Dobbins, A/. C. 

On the 10th of July last the president of the New Jersey Cranberry- 
Growers^ Association wrote to the Department as follows : 

BOBDEKTOWN, N. J., Jvlf 10, 1674. 
Dbar 8ir : At the last meeting of the New Jersey Cranbeny-Growers' Association, Dr- 
George Goodale and mvself were sppointed a committee to procure, if possible, a scientist 
from the Department of Agriculture to investigate the cause of the cranberry-rot, which has 
been so feannlly destructive in some portions of our cranberry-region. If conristent with 
jour views, we should be pleased to have a suitable person sent from your Department 
to meet us at Philadelphia, for the purpose of making arrangements to visit some of the 
principal plantations affected with tnis disease, and to suggest, if possible, a remedy. 
Respectfully, yours, 

JOHN H. BRAKELEY. 
Hon. Fkedbrick Watts, 

Commuiiciur of Jgrieultun. 

These letters were referred to me by the Commissioner of Agricul- 
tare, with instructions to make the desired investigation. Previoas to 
visiting the cranberry-plantations, I deemed it best to make an exami- 
nation of the healthy and the unhealthy vines, their roots and fruit, 
with samples of the soils in which they grew, and now present a prelim- 
inary report oi the results of my investigations. I accordingly requested 
Mr. A. J. Eider, of Atsion, Bnrlington County, to forward to this De- 
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partment such specimens as were necessary. Two specimens of vines, 
one healthy the other unhealthy, were received by the Department, and 
a specimen of the soil in which each plant grew. An examination of the 
roots of each vine showed that the one which bore rotting fruit had 
much larger and darker roots than the other. The peaty muck in which 
the healthy plants grew had a pleasant odor, and was not in a ferment- 
ing condition, while that of the unhealthy plant was in a condition of 
fermeution, and had the odor of sulphureted hydrogen. A second set of 
plants was received, with specimens of the soil in which they grew. 
It was again observed that the vines on which unhealthy berries grew 
had darker and larger roots than those which bore healthy fruit, and 
that the soil of the latter was odorless, while that of the former had a 
bad odor, and was in a fermenting condition. These facts led me to be- 
lieve that the sour condition of the soil was the primary cause of the 
rotting of the berries. 

On the 22d of July last I visited Cranberry Park Station, Atsion, 
Burlington County, in company with the Rev. J. H. Brakeley, president 
of the New Jersey Cranberry-Growers' Association; Messrs. A. J. Rider, 
secretary and general superintendent of the Cranberry Park Company; 
George G. Miller, superintendent of Hammonton Cranberry Company ; 
E. W. Crane, of Caldwell ; C. G. Rockwood, of Newark ; Japhet Alston, 
of Pemberton ; and N. R. French, of New York. All are directly inter- 
ested in cranberry -culture. We made a careful examination of the con- 
dition of the soil at that place, the mode of cultivation, the roots of the 
vines, their foliage and fruit, the construction of water-dams, ditches, &c. 

The plantations of the company comprise about 130 acres of vines, the 
greater part of which were set out in the year 1869. In 1871 there was 
a light crop, partly rotted ; in 1872 half a crop, and nearly all rotted ; 
in 1873 a full crop, and nearly all rotted, only 300 bushels of sound fruit 
being picked out of a total crop estimated at 10,000 bushels. No fertil- 
izers were used till the spring of 1873, when sand and plaster were applied 
to the higher portions of the land, a small area being at the same time 
treated with a coating of decomposed turf. No rain fell after these fer- 
tilizers were applied until June 12, when rot began. The seasons of 1872 
and 1873 were noted at this particular locality for protracted droughts 
during June and July. In the fall of 1873 sixty acres were drained, by 
cutting ditches about two rods apart, and a coating of sand was spread 
over the vines. The outlets and feeding-ditches were opened to give free 
circulation of water, as well as thorough drainage. Where foliage was 
destroyed last year by the vine-worm there was very little fruit ; where 
plaster was applied, with a layer of sand over it, the vines looked healthy 
and had new rootlets. 

Several other plantations in the same vicinity were examined, in- 
cluding those of Mr. Miller and Mr. Rockwood. I visited Bricksburgh, 
Ocean County, July 24, accompanied by Messrs. E. W. Crane, A. J. 
Rider, J. Teller, I. Foster, F. M. Todd, C. Holman, Dr. Merriman, and W. 
S. Snyder, editor of the Times and Journal of Bricksburgh, and made an 
examination of several cranberry-plantations in this neighborhood, com- 
mencing with that of Dr. Merriman two miles southwest of the village. 
We found the berries very thickly set on the vines where the blos- 
soms had not all disappeared, but traces of the rot were discernible. I 
made a careful examination of the nature of the soil, the roots of the 
vines, and the degree of acidity of the fruit from the different portions 
of the bog. Where guano had been applied a marked improvement of 
the foliage and roots was visible. In answer to an inquiry made by 
me whether any of the growers present had given attention to the con- 
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ditiou of the soil and of the roots of the Tines, a anaQinious answer was 
given in the negative. After our company was increased by Colonel 
Goodrich, of Stockbridge, Mass., and the Eev. A. H. Dashiel, of Bricks- 
burgh, both of whom are interested in cranberry-culture, we visited the 
plantations of Mr. J. W. Campbell, the Eev. Isaac Todd, and Mr. Ferre, 
all being connected in one continuous plain. This extensive bog was 
formerly a mill-pond. The soil of such places is generally very favor- 
able lor cranberry-cultivatiou, and proved to be in this instance. These 
three plantations have never failed to produce healthy crops. An exam- 
ination of the soil proved that the peaty matter of which it principally 
consists was well decomposed. Our attention was directed to one small 
portion of the pond where about two years ago the berries rotted. I 
examined this place by digging: up the ground, and found that the soil 
was not well decomposed, and that the muck was in a condition of active 
fermentation, giving off strong odors of sulphureted hydrogen. The 
roots of the vines here were unusually large, matted, and of a dark, 
unhealthy color. 

We next visited the plantation of Messrs. C. G. and E. W. Crane, 
at Long Swamp, consisting of about thirty acres. This plantation 
had been recently laid out, and was provided with the latest improve- 
ments. The ground here proved generally good, although in some places 
there were decided indications of sour, fermenting soil. Mr. D. B. Dar- 
rows*s Onondago plantations were next examined. The soil here is of a 
mixed character, some portions of it proving to be well decomposed 
and without odor, while other portions were in a state of fermentation. 
It was observed that the rot was confined to the parts indicating fer- 
menting soil, while the sound berries grew on the well-decomposed soil, 
which has generally a pleasant odor. 

We next visited Butterfly Bridge plantation, laid out some years ago 
by Eev. F. M. Todd, in the best manner. The vines on this plantation 
rotted in spots last season. An examination of these spots showed 
undecomposed x>eat, and unhealthy roots, the latter being very large 
and closely matted. Having stated to the committee of cranberry -grow- 
ers accompanying me that fermenting soil and stagnating water were 
probably the principal causes of the rot, I was informed that, although 
my theory held good thus far, there was a neglected cranberry-planta- 
tion, known as the Carey Bog, near Bricksburgh, the water of which 
they believed to be stagnant, as it had no visible outlet, but notwith- 
standing, the fruit of the bog had not been affected by the disease. An 
examination of the bog showed that the water which flooded it was per- 
fectly fresh, being supplied probably by means of springs, and passed 
off through the sand. The whole surface was covered with a dense 
growth of moss and weeds, interspersed with cranberry-plants. The 
cranberry-roots were growing in the moss and confined to it. They were 
short, of a whitish color, and very healthy ; sand to the depth of eight 
inches had at one time been spread over the peat-muck. I cut through 
it, and found it to be very pure and free from any odor. This bog very 
much resembles a wild bog, being wholly neglected. I have also exam- 
ined the roots of the cranberry plants as found growing in the wild state, 
and in all cases have found them to be healthy and similar to these. I 
have thus far failed to discover any healthy cranberry vines growing in 
stagnant water. 

I next visited the Berkeley plantation, one and a half miles from Tom's 
Kiver, in company with General Morris, Dr. Merriman, and Messrs. S. H. 
Shreve and A. J. Eider. This plantation contains about fifty acres of 
vines, which appeared very promising. They had been planted about 

Digitized by LjOOQIC 



164 REPORT OF THE COMMISSIONER OP AGRICULTURE. 

nine years. The berries, at the date of onr visit, were slightly affected 
with rot. On my first examination of the soil I detected imperfect roots^ 
bat no snlphnreted hydrogen. On going deeper, the latter was foand 
in abundance at a depth of about two feet six inches. The soil of this 
plantation is of the variety known in New Jersey as savanna, consisting 
of sand, with a slight trace of vegetable matter. An analysis made in 
the laboratory of this Department shows that the proportions are, sand, 
97 parts ; peaty matter, 3 parts. Mr. Shreve informed us that a layer 
of peat about two inches in thickness had been spread over the surface 
of the bog. From some cause this peaty matter was in a state of fer- 
mentation, and its odor very bad. We were informed that gas-lime had 
been spread over portions of this plantation with but little effect. In 
my opinion, the use of stone or shell quick-lime would, in this instance^ 
produce more important results. The water in the ditches was highly 
impregnated with iron — probably a bicarbonate of iron— which is solu- 
ble in water. Gas-lime is composed mostly of sulphide of calcium ; that 
is, a mixture of sulphur and calcium. It also contains caustic lime, but 
in limited quantity. When gas-lime is exposed for a considerable period 
to the action of rain and air, a large portion of the sulphide is converted 
into sulphate of lime, or land plaster, while the caustic lime is converted 
into carbonate. 

We next visited the plantation of General Morris, of Bayville. His 
vines are of only four years' growth, and the cranberries have rotted 
each year. An examination of the peat revealed the presence of sul- 
phureted hydrogen, which was also found in the substratum of the 
savanna bottoms of this plantation. One-half of the plantation was 
covered with sand taken from an adjoining cultivated field,the particles of 
which were very fine, and it probably contained clay. The vines cov- 
ered with this fine sand were stunted in growth, while those sanded with 
coarse sand, taken from an uncultivated bank near bj'^, were very thrifty 
and in full bearing. Samples of these two kinds of sand have been 
procured, and will be analyzed in the laboratory of the Department. 

I also visited the plantation of Mr. A. T. Finn, of New York, consisting 
of thirteen acres. The vines appeared healthy and were fruited, although 
the berries were rotting. An examination of the soil of this bog revealed 
the presence of fermentation and unhealthy roots. We were informed 
that the vines last year appeared healthy, and yet the berries rotted so 
badly that but twenty-five bushels were harvested from thirteen acres. 

We next visited a very thrifty bog, known as the Shreve plantation, 
near Tom's Eiver. This bog has always borne fruit free from rot. An 
examination proved that all the conditions were favorable, the soil being 
well decomposed and free from odor, and the roots small and healthy in 
appearance. From this point I proceeded to West Creek, and visited 
the extensive and highly cultivated plantations of Mr. D. E. Gowdy, 
and also the Eagleswood Company plantation. I found here good and 
bad soil, plenty of water, and a refreshing cool breeze blowing over the 
surface of the grounds, the latter circumstance being of common occur- 
rence. Mr. Gowdy claims to have a very superior short vine which is 
known as the "Gowdy vine." He is one of the oldest cultivators in the 
State and has been very successful. The land under cultivation at this 
place is generally good, although I found many spots on it in a state of 
fermentation. 

A diversity of opinion seemed to prevail at this place between Mr. 
Gowdy and the Eagleswood Company as to the best form and depth of 
ditches and the width of the lands between them. The irrigation of 
cranberry-land is of the highest importance at all times, but e^>ecially 
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wheu the soil is soar. The EaglesTrood Company lately ditched their 
bogs very deep, and on the day of my visit to their plantation I ob- 
«erTed that the water in the ditches did not come within 18 inches of 
the roots. There were probably about five inches of sand over the peat- 
))ottoms. I examined the roots of the vines and foand them baking in 
pare, dry sand at a very high temperature. The overseer in charge in- 
formed me that they had been in that condition for some time, and that 
having no instruction to All up the ditches with water he was powerless 
to act This was probably the condition of about eighty acres during the 
hottest days of August last. The peat of this plantation is several feet 
in depth, (cedar bottom,) and is capable of still higher cultivation owing 
to the general mellow condition of the soil and its being well supplied 
with water. I do not consider that the extra depths of these ditches 
will prove injurious to the vines, provided they are supplied with sub- 
stantial ditch-gates to enable the person in charge to regulate the height 
of water in the ditches at will. 

With the committee I next visited the bog of Mr. Goodell, near the 
Tillage of Bricksburgh. The vines had been treated with a light sprink- 
ling of lime over their surface for the last three years, and the proprietor 
believed that the treatment in qnestion destroyed worms and modified 
the rot; but on looking over his grounds we found many examples of 
rotting berries. We dug up the first clump of vines npon which such 
berries were found. The roots were very large, and were matted and dark 
in color. At a few yards' distance from the first plants removed, we 
found a very healthy clump of vines, the berries of which were sound and 
of a good, acid taste. The roots of these vines were found to be very small, 
and much whiter than the first examined. On seeing this, Mr. Goodel, 
exclaimed, <' Something wrong with the roots," although he was notl 
aware that I had already reached the same conclusion. He complained 
that the soil was frequently sour, and had sometimes the odor and taste 
of acid. I was frequently informed during the early part of my investiga- 
tion that the cranberry on Cape Cod is not subject to rot. Indeed, per- 
sons from that section assured me that rot, or scald of the berry, is 
wholly unknown in that region. As the statements seemed trustworthy, 
I suggested to the cranberry-growers of New Jersey, that an examina- 
tion of the conditions under which the cranberry- vine was said to be so 
successfully cultivated there, might lead to practical benefits. With 
this view I procured proper introductions to the leading cranberry-growers 
of that region, and proceeded to Cape Cod, arriving at Harwich Centre 
about the 26th of July. The first plantations visited were those of 
Captains Bobins and Small, both extensive and experienced growers of 
cranberries. I also visited the plantations of Dr. Pitcher and others, at 
Hyannis. Contrary to expectations and reports, I found the rot of the 
cranberry to be well known on Cape Cod, and on just such soil and un- 
der the same general conditions as in the vicinity of Bricksburgh, N. J. 
Fermenting peat-bottom, or fermenting sanded gfass-bogs, subject to 
back water, large matted roots, and berries either bitter or of the flavor 
of flat acid — such were the circumstances under which diseased berries 
were uniformly found. But, as in New Jersey, there are on Cape Cod 
very fine plantations free from disease. Although nearly all of the 
plantations of Captains Bobins and Small indicated high cultivation, 
the favorable condition of their soil and surroundings had as much to 
do with the production of good crops as had the attention bestowed on 
them. Many patches which had proved a failure were pointed out to 
me during my investigations on Cape Cod, although in some cases more 
money had been wasted on them in bringing them under high cultiva-^ 
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tion than had been spent on the successful bogs. My examination has 
shown, thus far, that in every instance sour soil, high temperature, and 
large, dark, matted roots are the invariable attendants of rotting ber- 
ries. 

Much diversity of opinion exists on Cape Cod, as well as in New 
Jersey, as to the best kind of peat-bottoms to be used for cranberries. 
I have found successful cultivation of this crop on cedar and maple 
bottoms, the waters of which were charged with bicarbonate of iron in 
solution. Not unfrequently would the peat be found six feet in thick- 
ness. Captain Small has a successful plot, consisting of coarse, sharp 
sand, deeply colored with iron. The bed of sand is 18 inches in thick- 
ness, and rests on "hard-pan,^ a solid bed of bog-iron. Such iron- 
basins are formed from the precipitation of iron held in solution in the 
water which flows over the bog-land. Captain Small informed me that, 
on some parts of Cape Cod beach, cranberries grow successfully on 
pure sand when provided with an adequate and constant supply of 
peaty water. Much stress is placed on the quality of sand by all cran- 
berry-growers. It is claimed by all with whom I have conversed on 
the subject, that coarse, clean, sharp sand is best adapted to the growth 
of the vines, and my own experience coincides with this view. In some 
cases only an inch of sand is placed over a peat-bottom, and then it is 
planted with vines, the roots growing directly in the muck. In other 
cases as many as 10 inches of sand have been placed over the muck 
or peat, the growth of roots in such cases being confined wholly to the 
sand, which, however, conveys the soluble humus of the peat to the 
roots of the plants. There is always a rankness of root and vine- 
growth when the vines are planted directly in peat, and as the growth 
of plants is continued longer under such conditions, they are longer 
in bearing their fruit. The same remarks apply to plants which are 
heavily manured, and constantly supplied with an abundance of water. 
I have found in every case where the runners have been sanded to the 
depth of about an inch, and properly watered, they readily take root 
in the fresh sand and produce a fine growth of lateral branches. It 
has been found in some cases that sanding the vines in this way has 
as good an effect on their growth as an application of guano. Several 
small cranberry -plantations were pointed out to me which had, at vari- 
ous times, been flooded with salt water, not only on Cape Cod, but also 
in Kew Jersey; but there was no evidence to show that salt sea-water, 
reduced in strength by heavy rains, affected the growth of the vines for 
good or evil. 

It is believed by many successful cranberry-growers that the runners 
of the vines should be sanded at least once in four years when practi- 
cable, and some growers sand them as often as once in three years. The 
great advantage derived from the sanding process consists in the stimu- 
lating of new roots along all the runners imbedded in the sand; and it 
seems from my investigation that the original roots decay in consequence 
of the vigor of the new ones ; but the sand also protects the runners 
from extreme heat and premature frost; 

At the Bricksburgh annual meeting of the Cranberry-Growers' Asso- 
ciation, I was informed by gentlemen from Pemberton and its vicinity^ 
that the plantations in their neighborhood differ very much firom all I 
had visited. Their soil is savanna, and is very dry in most places, and 
previous to the last three years their berries had not rotted. I was 
further informed that Mr. Hinchman's plantation, near Medford, pre- 
sented conditions which apparently could be found on no other, his vines 
being more copiously watered than any I had yet seen^w^^^^ berries 
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were exempt from the rot. At tlie earnest request of members of the 
association I visited this plantation, and those in the vicinity of Pem- 
berton above referred to, as well as that of Mr.X. H. Bishop, near Mana- 
hawkin, Ocean Coanty, in order to obtain additional facts in regard to 
the habits of the cranberry-plant under new and exceptional methods of 
calture. 

I found the plantations of Mr. Bishop, which embrace about 80 acres, 
in a very high state of cultivation. This gentleman has probably ex- 
pended a larger amount per acre, and devoted more attention to the 
preparation of his bogs, than any other cranberry-grower in the United 
States. He is regarded by all the New Jersey cranberry- growers as one 
of the most zealous, clearheaded, and successful of their number. 
Practically, rot is unknown on his bogs. In company with ]Mr. Bishop 
and others, I made a thorough examination of his vines and berries, and 
also of the muck underlying his cultivated ridges. The peat is about 
five feet in thickness, is well decomposed, and quite homogeneous in 
texture. The bog was formerly a white-cedar swamp. Mr. Bishop is 
fortunate in having a fine supply of water. Cool and uninterrupted 
breezes pass over his plantations, a circumstance of considerable im- 
portance in connection with cranberry-culture. It was, doubtless, largely 
due to these favorable conditions that the extreme heat and drought of 
last August and September produced no unfavorable effect upon his 
crops. I examined the muck or peat of an adjacent bog, belonging to 
the same gentleman, which had dried up during the summer, but had 
not been drained or brought under cultivation. Ahole was dug about 
three feet in depth to ascertain the character of the subsoil. We found 
it as free from odor as the cultivated bog-land, and as well decom- 
posed. It was evident that nearly all the muck of this cedar-swamp had 
long since passed through its fermenting condition. The cultivated land 
is perfectly drained, and the ditches are filled with running water. Mr. 
Bishop has put an unusually large amount of pure sand, not less than 
10 inches, over the muck of his bogs. The roots of the vines conse- 
quently grow in the sand, which, by capillary attraction, conveys to them 
the soluble humus of the peat. 

The true character of the peat in relation to cranberry-growth is still 
a matter of doubt ; but one thing is evident, namely, that such masses 
of peat will always absorb and retain a large amount of water, and will 
thus tend to keep the sand on the top moist. Certainly the humus of 
the peat is not itself absorbed by the roots of plants, but humic acid 
is seldom free from ammonia, and the oxidation of peaty matter may 
also contribute to root and plant growth by supplying carbonic acid, 
which is one of the essentials of plant-food. 

In company with Senator Gaskill, and Messrs. Theodore Budd, Joshua 
Forsyth, Japhet Alston, David D. Coles, Ives Davis, and others, all 
engaged in cranberry-growing, I visited the principal plantations within 
several miles of Pemberton. Drought had disastrously affected this re- 
gion. Pines were on fire in many places and burning with great fury, 
owing to their extreme dryness. The streams had dried up, with few ex- 
ceptions, and no water was found within five feet of the surface on the 
eranberry-lands. There is very little heavy bog-land in this district ; it is 
nearly all of savanna, usually called black sand, composed of pure, sharp, 
white sand, combined with about 3 per cent, of black vegetable matter. 
Sometimes cranberry-cultivators at this place cover the runners with 
pure white sand. During very high temperatures, it protects, in a 
measure, the roots of the vines from the scorching rays of the sun. I 
found the white sand on the vines so hot that it was disagreeable to 
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bold in the band, bat the black sand near the same place was still hotter, 
and the cranberries on the vines were literally baked. Previoas to 
visiting this district, I had not admitted that rot of the berry was ever 
produced by a scorching sun, but I now have safBlcient evidence of that 
fact. 

On the 9th of September I visited the cranberry-plantations of Joseph 
C. Hinchman, at Taunton, near Medford, Burlington County. They are 
subdivided into several plats, which are peculiarly and favorably sit- 
uated for cranberry-culture. A stream of pure cold water flows through 
all his plats, most of which are nearly surrounded by high banks. 
From these ooze unseen currents of water, which moisten the cran* 
berry-plats below them. The stream which flows through Mr. Hinch- 
man's principal bog is about three feet deep and twelve feet wide, and 
is slightly tinged with soluble humus (peaty matter) and bicarbonate 
of iron. In several of the bogs there are sulphur springs, one of 
which flows in the middle of a cranberry-plat without doing any apparent 
injury to the plants. It may be remarked that Mr. Hinchman's cran- 
berry-vines, although cultivated, are growing in water as if in a wild bog. 
The condition of his bog-land vines and berries at once demonstrates 
that the cranberry-vine may be brought to a high state of cultivation, 
although the roots may be submerged in water the year round. Many 
valuable experiments have been made by Mr. Hinchman to ascertain 
how much drainage may be profitably employed, and the description of 
sand, as well as the amount per acre, that should be used on bog-land 
previous to the planting of vines; also, how much should be laid over 
the vines when in full growth. 

I think that the Taunton plantations would be very little improved by 
the use of lime, while on the driest portions of them a much larger 
yield of fruit would be obtained by the free use of fertilizers applied 
after the removal of the water of the winter flooding. On the margin 
of these plantations Mr. Hinchman has erected an extensive building of 
stone for the. assorting, cooling, and storage of berries. Cylinders are 
supplied with an ice-mixture, through which cooled air is carried by 
means of suitable machinery over and through the crates of berries 
awaiting transportation. 

This is the only place in the United States where machinery is em- 
ployed to cleanse, cool, and assort the berries previous to shipment. 
The important fact was established by my visit to Mr. Hinchman's 
bogs that the cranberry- vines are not injuriously aflfected, even though 
the roots may be submerged from one to two inches, provided the water 
is cool and in motion. Mr. Hinchman's plantations possess greater 
natural advantages than those of Mr. Bishop, but he will, notwithstand- 
ing, have a smaller crop per acre than that gentleman, and his berries 
will ripen later. While walking over the Taunton vines my feet were 
frequently in two inches of water, and the use of rubber boots was in- 
dispensable, while the surface of the plantations at Manahawkin wa^ 
comparatively dry. Under the wet system the vines have a greater 
tendency to extend in woody growth. The blossoms are consequently 
later in forming, and the berries later in maturing, than under the drier 
system of culture; but in a series of years the wet system might prove 
more profitable than the other, since it afiTords a better protection against 
grasshoppers, and also the berry and vine worm. These pests are un- 
known on Mr. Hinchman's bogs. An analysis of the berries cultivated 
under each system would probably show that those from the wet planta- 
tions contain less earthy and solid matter generally than those from the 
dry, and, all other conditions being equal, would probably keep better 
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than the former. A recent analysis of Gaptain Small's Cape God Early 
Black Bell berries gave one-fifth of 1 per cent, of earthy matter, while 
the common Gape God Bell berries of good quality gave about one- 
tbarth of 1 per cent. 

The system of sanding cranberry-land is greatly varied. On Gape God 
the cultivators take advantage of their extremely cold winters. When 
their bogs are covered with ice of sufficient thickness to bear a horse 
and wagon, sand is carted over it and spread to the thickness required. 
When the ice melts, the sand is deposited evenly over the vines, at a 
cost of ten to fifteen dollars per acre, for one inch in thickness. In 
Southern New Jersey this system of sanding can seldom be practiced, 
owing to the mildness of its winter. Mr. Theodore Bndd, of Pem- 
berton, N. J., informed me that in his neighborhood a layer of sand 
one inch thick can be spread over an acre of vines at a cost of t20, 
provided labor does not exceed $1.50 per day often hours, and when 
the sand is procured on the edge of the bog to be covered. On large 
plantations, consisting of one hundred to three hundred acres, a layer of 
sand one inch thick will cost from $40 to t60 per acre. The cost will, of 
course, vary according to the distance of transportation. 

The cranberry-growers of New Jersey are very much divided in opin- 
ion as to the amount of water that should flow in the ditches of their 
bogs when the berries are coloring under high atmospheric tempera- 
tare. Some believe that excessive moisture and high temperature 
cause the berries to rot, while others equally intelligent affirm the 
opposite. Much of this uncertainty arises from the limited quantity 
of water furnished at the fountain-head of many of the bogs under 
caltivation. A small stream will quickly fill the ditches of a 10-acre 
lot when stops or gates are used ; but, during high temperatures, the 
water becomes quickly heated, and instead of proving beneficial will 
prove hurtful to the vines, especially when the subsoil has not been well 
decomposed. Under such conditions fermentation will be promoted, 
producing organic acids and sulphureted hydrogen in the vicinity of 
the roots, while a much larger flow of water in the ditches would cool 
the substratum of the bogs, and remove, at the same time, all soluble 
noxious substances. 

At the Taunton plantation, Mr. Hinchman introduced a novel system 
of washing sand over his bog-land by means of a stream of water con- 
veyed for that purpose along the base of the high sand-bluffs which 
nearly surround his plats of cranberry-vines. I am informed by Mr. 
Hinchman that by the use of this system sand was washed over his 
lands at the rate of ten tons per minute. In this way a kind of sand 
charged with ocherons clay (which is at present deemed worthless for 
cranberry-culture) may be used, as the water floats and separates the 
clay from the sand, depositing the latter on the vines, while the clay is 
washed away in the main stream, which was highly colored in conse- 
quence at a distance of ten miles below the point of operation. 

Before investing in cranberry-culture, more attention should be paid 
to the condition of the soil than has heretofore been done ; for on that 
depends the quantity of water necessarily required for the purposes of 
irrigation. When water is very limited in supply, it should be protected 
from the sun's rays in some practicable way. Small ponds or dams 
used as reservoirs might be protected by shade-trees, and in many cases 
streams might be easily protected in this way. On my last visit to 
Bricksburgh, September 12, in company with Dr. Merriman of that 
place, we visited one of his plantations for the purpose of testing the 
difference of temperature of the waters at different parts ofithi 
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The stream which supplied several acres with water was so small that 
it might have been all conveyed at the time of oar visit throagh a 
10-inch pipe. It entered the bog from a ditch four feet in depth. A 
thermometer when immersed in it indicated 72^ Fahr. The water being 
somewhat protected from the sun's rays, the temperature at the exposed 
edge of the ditch at the same point was 90^ Fahr. At a distance of a 
hundred yards farther on, where the water was fully exposed to the sun's 
rays, the temperature indicated 89^ Fahr. Shaded water in a ditch a 
hundred yards still farther removed from the first ditch had the temper- 
ature of 780 Fahr., while the sand on the exposed edge of the ditch 
showed a temperature of 92^ Fahr. These observations were taken at 
4.30 p. m. 

In returning from Bricksburgh, I visited the plantation of the Atlantic 
Cranberry Company, near Elwood, Hamilton Township, in company 
with two of the directors, General Wright and Mr. 0. R. Caldwell. 
This plantation consists of about 300 acre:?, and was formerly a wild- 
cranberry swamp. It was brought under cultivation within the last six 
years, but thus far has proved unprolitable to the stockholders. I found, 
on making an examination, that the roots of the vines were very much 
matted, and in massive clumps. Evidently the vines had been planted 
after the same manner, in large bunches. 

Four plants in hills, 12 inches apart, would give better satisfaction 
than twelve plants in a hill, with the hills two feet apart. The matting 
of the vines would be sooner eftected by the former method, while the 
matting of the roots would be avoided. It is important thatthe ground 
be covered with vines as early as possible, as they prevent the growth 
of weeds, and in some cases uproot them. The cranberries on this 
plantation are remarkable for their sweetness, which is not an indica- 
tion of a healthy condition. Water is very deficient on this plantation, 
although there is an abundance within a short distance. 

It will be necessary, in my opinion, to procure a large and constant 
supply of water to insure success, although the ground, according to my 
examination, is in a very healthy condition, being free from bad odors; 
but it will not remain long in this condition, without a perfect system 
of irrigation. A continuous movement of the water is necessary to 
remove the soluble, injurious substances which always accumulate 
during vegetable growth and decomposition. Stagnant water favors 
the growth of infusorial and cryptogamic life, which is highly injurious 
to the health of plants of high organization. 

The cranberry in the green state, and when growing vigorously under 
comparatively low temperature, is charged with starch granules, which 
are easily seen by the use of the microscope under a power of about 300 
diameters, especially when stained blue with iodine. Eain, moisture, 
moderate temperature, and healthy soil cause a great increase in the 
size of cranberries without rotting them, but a deficiency of moisture 
and premature high temperatures, convert their delicate cellulose and 
pure starch into an excess of glucose, being really a chemical process, 
in which the plant does not take the least part. The production of 
grape-sugar in the berry is probably the next process toward its destruc- 
tion by inducing fermentation. 

This plantation stands greatly in need of irrigation, redistribution of 
the plants in many places, and sanding to the depth of at least one 
inch. Land-plaster would improve the land by stimulating new root 
and vine growth ; it also absorbs moisture from the atmosphere, with- 
out combining chemically with the plaster, and is therefore of more 
value to the vine in this resj^ect than common burnt shell or rock lime, 
but the latter have their value as acidneutralizers," sweetening the soil.*' 
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The inquiry has frequently been made, whether cranberries can be 
raised from seed by artificial culture. Mr. Joseph C. Hincbman showed 
me about one-sixth of an acre of vines, which he had grown from 
seed. Having a large quantity of rotting cranberries, he decided to 
have them ground coarsely in a mill, taking care not to bruise the seed. 
The pulp was spread with a shovel thickly over a marshy piece of ground 
well protected by high banks. The seeds germinated the following 
spring, and on the third summer the vine had formed a jjrofuse matting, 
and yielded a small quantity of fruit ; the acid of the fruit had a good 
flavor, and a taste slightly bitter. Neither the berries nor vines had been 
a£fected by worms. The part of the bog on which the seeds were planted 
was abundantly supplied with cool, running water. I have been informed 
by several cranberry-growers, that they had endeavored to raise vines 
from cranberrj-'Seed, but had always failed. The many varieties of 
cranberries found on plantations show that plants may be successfully 
grown from seed, when the conditions are favorable for their germination. 

About a century ago, on the lands owned by the Haskins family, of 
Dorchester County, Maryland, some cranberries brought down by one 
of the regular coasting- vessels owned by Sir William Pepperell of Pisca- 
taqua Elver, (the Hero of Louisburg,) were thrown on the shores of 
the Choptank Eiver, from which grew an excellant crop of vines which 
gave value and character to the place for several generations of owners^ 

The following extract from a letterto the Commissioner of Agriculture, 
relating to the profits of cranberry-culture, has a general interest: 

Manahawkin, N. J., November 3, 1874. 
Id reply to yoar request, I would say that I have about 400 acres of cedar-swamp bottom 
in this township. At Ozycoccus, my old plantation, there are about 80 acres ; 22 acres ar& 
in cultiyation, 18 acres in full bearing-order. 

Bushels. 

The crop of 1671, on 18 acres, was 1,800 

The crop of 1872, on 18 acres, was 2,700 

The crop of 1873, on 18 acres, was 3,000 

The crop of 1874, on 18 acres, was 1,700 

Total number of bushels 9,20a 

My Mayeta plantation contains 100 acres fine cedar-swamp bottom, of which nine acres- 
were planted last spring. There I have canals for the purpose of conveying pickers and 
berries on and off the beds by water, in scows. These plantations, Oxyccocus and Mayeta, 
can both be inigated the ditches serving as well for drainage as irrigation. From one acre 
I had what our growers call the largest yield known from a single acre. When the vines 
were only three years old, I harvested 225 heaped bushels of cranberries. The next year, 451. 
The following season, 375. The next year, 1874, 275. 

The 451 bushels, the crop of a sincle season on one acre, were sold by C. P. Knight & 
Bros., 114 South Wharves, Philadelphia, for $1,804. 

The acre referred to in this letter cost about $800, including land (dam) flooding, and 
all expenses to bring it into bearing-order. 

N. H. BISHOP. 

We annex the following from French & Co.'s valuabl Annual 
Cranberry-Circular : 

The recent statistical report of N. R. French to the New Jersey Cranberry-Growers' Asso- 
ciation shows the entire acreage in New Jersey, under regular cultivation, to be 4,969 acres. 
Average cost at three years from setting, (the fruit-bearing age,) $334.50 per acre, making 
the total investment $1,662,130. Crops in this State have been, in 1871, 58,839 bushels ; in 
1872, 93,322 bushels; 1873, 116,409 bushels. The average market-prices have been in the 
yevs named, $3.42, $3.21, ^.93, respectively. Abating $1 per bushel from market-price for 
cost of picking and marketing, would make the crop of 1873 worth, on the vines, $224,716, 
or 13^ per cent, on the entire investment. 

The New Jersey fxnitage in 1873 was most bountiful, but 40 to 50 per cent, was destroyed 
by the rot. This season the average fruitage upon old plantations is believed to be 30 to 40 
per cent, below last year, but the rot on these has not been so severe. New bogs have suf- 
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fered most, as usualf the entire crop in many cases being lost. Allowing for increase of 
acreage, we think the entire crop of the State must be 25 per cent, below that of a year ago. 
The crop on the eastern portion of Cape Cod is very light, and in many districts almost an 
-entire failure. The western portion ana the adjoining islands have rood crops. Nearly all 
the other cranberry-districts of Massachnsetts and Rhode Island have good crops. The 
few plantations on Long Island and other portion9 of New York have good crops. The 
fruit not affected by rot seems sound and solid, promising to keep well. 

Mr. Joseph J. White, author of an interesting work on cranberry-cul- 
ture, and himself largely interested in the business, visited the Atlantic 
Company's plantation a short time before my examination of it. As his 
report is of general as well as of special interest to cranberry -growers, 
I submit the following extract from it : 

New Lisbon, N. J., Ninthmonth 16, 1874. 

GentlemeK: Agreeably to your request, I submit the following report relatire to the 
^* water-supply " of the Atlantic Company for the culture of cranberries : 

Your plantation becomes too dry aurinff the summer, in consequence of your thorough 
«ystem of ditching, and the absence of all spring water. This lack of moisture during a 
portion of June, July, and August was doubtless the cause of its failure. Without thorungh 
ditching ^ou could not have obtained the beautiful mat of vines you now have. The iitckes 
'art essential^ and should be kept open and free from all obstructions from the time the flood 
is drawn in the spring, say Mav 1 to about June 20, when the water should be raised in all 
the ditches to witnin 4 or 5 inches of the surface, and be so kept until about the Ist or 1 0th 
of September, depending upon the weather. It should then be allowed to escape, and the 
ditches be thoroughly cleared of all obstructions until the time of flooding. This will insure 
you a good spring and fall growth of vines ; and, if the whole area is irrigated as above 
descril^, you will probably obtain good crops. 

While irrigating your meadow you should not raise the water over the surface of the 
ground, but, where necessary, dig small irrigation-ditches about one foot wide and one foot 
deep. Irrigation-ditches should not be more than three rods apart. Whatever plan you 
adopt for obtaining a supply of water, you should calculate upon a very considerable ex- 
penditure of money for the construction of numerous small gates or obstructions in the main 
ditches and the irrigation-ditches, as above described. 

In view of the large area under cultivation, it is of importance that you should arrange 
your obstructions in the principal ditches so that they may be quickly opened, otherwise 
your vines might be partially flooded by a freshet, and the berries scalded shortly afterward 
by excessive heat. Such calamities have frequently occurred, and, as a rule, it is never safe 
to allow water to rise over the surface of a cranberry meadow during summer. Probably 
the best plan of irrigating is frequently to raise and lower the water in the ditches, but I 
have no doubt that 500,000 gallons daily emptied into your ditches, arranged and managed 
as above described, will produce good results. 

The next and most important matter of inquiry is as to what are the best means of obtain- 
ing a proper supply of water for irrigation. The plan of erecting dams, as described and re- 
commended in your report on ** water-supply," has its advantages, but it is open to objec- 
tions, saving nothing of the expense of the plan. The practicability of holding water in the 
described pond, throughout an ordinarily-dry summer, is exceedingly doubtful. John 
C. Trautwme, civil engineer, and author of several standard works on engineering, says : 
''The total average loss by evaporation, filtration, and leakage from reservoirs of moderate 
depth, in case the earthen dams are constructed with proper care, and well settled by time, 
will not exceed above one-half to one inch per day, but in new ones it will usually be con- 
siderably greater." The filtration and leakage through your sandy soil would probably cause 
the loss to reach one inch per day. Allowing no water to escape through Uie nood-gates, the 
loss during the three summer months would amount to 7 feet 6 inches in depth, which would 
be sufficient, during an average season, to exhaust the pond. Then you may properly esti- 
mate the value of summer rain-fail. I give it for the last six years, as observed by T. J. 
Beans, principal correspondent of the Department of Agriculture for Burlington County, 
New Jersey : 

Rain-fall. 



Year. 


June. 


July. 


Avguft. 


1869 


Inches. 
4.95 

2.80 
6.11 
3.84 
1.70 
2.20 


Inches. 
1.98 
3. .'SI 
6.22 
7.20 

. 6.97 
2.75 


Inches. 
1.26 


1870 


3.69 


1671 


6.82 


1873 


3.76 


1873 


9.29 


1874 
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Dnring a dry Mason, a few days only are necessary to dissipate the rain^fsll of three- 
months. In TMW, therefore, of all the facts, I think the cheapest and best method of obtain- 
in; a supply of water for irrigatinfif your plantation will be to dig four wells, in line, at rirht 
angles to the natural drainage of the country, and about 5 rods apart. Let each of the wells 
be 8 feet in diameter, and of sufficient depth to afford in the aggregate 1,000,000 gallons per 
day. The wells should be arranged in a straight line, with an engine in the center, having 
sniBcient power to raise 1,000,000 gallons 100 feet high in twenty-four hours. The engine- 
might be used for raising earth, pumping, &.C., while sinking the wells. If it is found that 
four wells are necessary to afford 1,000,000 gallons per day, a lift-pump, with a capacity for 
raising 250,000 gallons 100 feet in twenty-four hours, should be placed 30 feet from the bot- 
tom of each well, the four pumps being worked simultibneously by one line of shafting. Four 
wells will yield much more water than one of similar capacity, for obvioius reasons. 



As 1,000,000 gallons would fill all your ditches once, a supply of 500,000 gallons per 
lay would doubtless keep all the ditches you now have, and all the irrigatiou-ditches you 
will hereafter dig, full at all times. One well 8 feet in diameter and 100 feet deep I esti- 



mate to cost^ 

For digging 100 feet, at S3 per foot $300 00^ 

For 45,SD0 bricks, for wall 8 inches thick, delivered; at |12 per thousand 543 60 

Forlayingup wall 100 00 

For incidentals 100 00 

Total for one well *-* 1,043 60 

For four wells - 4,174 40 

To this will be added cost of engine-house, engine, pumps, and shafting, t would not 

recommend you to use the *' centrifugal " pump for this, as it is more especially adapted 

to moving large bodies of water a short height. 
Wishing you success in all your undertakings, I am, very respectfully, &c., 

J0S£FH J. WHITE. 
Messrs. £. Wrioht and Geo. W. Rich. 

With reference to the accompanying illastrations : 

Plate 1 represents what is known as the " Short Gpwdy cranberry " 
vine. 

Plate 2 represents the long vine the third summer after planting. The 
berries of young vines are generally larger, more fleshy than those of 
older vines, and are therefore disposed of as early in the season as 
practicable, being liable to ferment. 

Plate 3 represents a variety of modified forms of the cranberry. 1. 
The bell. 2. The cherry. 3. The bugle. 4. The red early bell from Cape 
Cod as found growing in "Sew Jersey. 5. The cheese berry. 6. A modi- 
fication of the bugle. 7. Boots of the healthy vine intermingled with 
moss. 

Black-knot op pltdi and cherry trees.— Having received from 
a gentleman of New Jersey, Mr. Abram McMurtrie, some excellent 
spec imens of black-knot taken from plum and cherry trees of different 
ages, I resumed my investigations of that disease with very satisfactory 
results. A portion of the fungus being removed from a specimen of the 
black-knot which had grown on a plum-tree about seven years old, and 
being submitted to an examination by the microscope, at a very low 
power, exhibited forms of fruit (perithecia) as seen at 8. When viewed 
m section by a higher power, it appears as at 9 ; and in top view as at 
lO^showing an indentation in each perithecinm. 

when a perfect specimen, as seen at 9 or 10, is submitted to the action 
of nitro-muriatic acid for about thirty minutes, a slight decomposition 
of the acid takes place, indicating that the resinous or oily matter of 
the perithecinm becomes oxidized. These strong mineral acids have no 
destructive action on the organic structure of the perithecinm, although 
they have the property of bleaching it in some degree, thus rendering 
it translucent, and making its cellular structure visible. If ammonia is 
applied in drops to the specimens, after having been treated with acids^ 
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their albuminoids become pliable. This process is eiBpecially valuable 
when applied to matured and dry specimens. Fig. 6 repreeents a very 
highly magnified perithecium, a part of which is in section, and rep- 
resents the internal arrangement of the asci and sporidia in them. 
From my recentexperiments on black-knot I am now able to demonstrate 
its structure. If a perfect perithecium, which has been treated with acid 
and ammonia, as previously described, is gently bruised on a microscopic- 
glass slide, by any of the well-known modes, the asci containing the 
true sporidia will escape, and frequently the sporidia will be seen in 
profusion on the glass. I have counted as many as ten sporidia in one 
ascus. When the perithecium is very pliable, and the interior mass of 
asci well matured, it may be entirely removed by pressure, as repre- 
sented at A. A power of about 600 diameters is necessary to see it 
properly. 

An ascus measures about the one-thousandth of an inch in diameter, 
and is about seven times its diameter in length. 

If an ascus is treated with an alcoholic solution of iodine, containing 
a few drops of nitric acid, its nitrogenous matter becomes stained of a 
dark amber, while the sporidia retain their natural color. The asci will 
frequently exhibit, when treated with acids and alkalies, an expanded 
membrane of very delicate texture and quite transparent, as exhibited 
at A. T represents a sporidium ; U an ascus showing the sporidia con- 
tained in it. 

The true cause of this disease is unknown at present. My future in- 
vestigations will be principally confined to its mode of propagation. In- 
vestigations of this character lose much of their value when they are 
confined to the microscope and laboratory. Districts afifected with the 
dreaded pest should be visited, and the roots of the trees and their 
branches examined, that the investigator may become acquainted with 
all the stages of growth of the fungus, and thus ascertain how the dis- 
ease is propagated. 

The fungus Erysiphe Tuckeri.— On the 15th of May last, one of 
the foreign grape-vines of the experimentsd grapery of the Department 
was found to be affected with the fungus called Oidium Tuckeri. It first 
appeared on the leaves, then on the green branches, and finally on the 
fruit;. 

I determined to take advantage of its presence to make further inves- 
tigations in reference to its habits. I secured on a glass slide a few of 
its Oidium spores^ placed them in a clean-glass jar containing a little 
water, excluded the atmosphere by a ground-glass stopper, and sub- 
jected the jar to a temperture of about 75^ Fahr. during the investiga- 
tions. On the second day the spores were examined, when it was found 
that many of them had germinated. 

1, group A, represents the Oidium. I think that the spores in this 
case are thrown out from the peduncle* in the same manner as soap- 
bubbles from a pipe. I have never seen a case of an Oidium spore hav- 
ing a small spore attached to it as if in the act of reproducing a /oc 
simile of itself, as is so frequently observed in the spores of the common 
yeast-plant, (Torula cerevisice.) The Oidium spores germinated, and 
threw out branches, as shown in the drawings, 2, 3, and 4. The protrud- 
ing branch of spore 2 differs in form from that of 3. The branched state 
of 4 illustrates the changes which take place in 2. I have observed 
many spores germinating like 3, upon the functions of which I have 
been unable to decide. After exposure for a few days, more new forms 

* The stem or stalk that supports the flower and fruit of a plant. 
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of faiigi appeared on the branches of the m jcelium of the Oidium. (See 
5 and its ramifications^ group B.) Xos. 6 and 7 next appeared, followed 
by 8 and 9 ; 10 represents a highly-magnified spore of Fenicillhim glau- 
cunij 9 ; 11, the spores of 7, germinating, which resemble Penicillmm Ar- 
meniaeumj Berk. The flask-shaped spores, 8, (Antennaria tenuiSj Xess.,) 
are generally the last to appear. They belong to a genus of Torulacei, 
remarkable for their close resemblance to a Florence flask.** « 

My object was to ascertain what changes, if any, would take place 
during the germination of the spores. I therefore varied my experi- 
ments in numerous ways, and am satisfied that theforms 6, 7, 8, and 9 have 
DO relation to the Oidium under experiment, but are distinct fermenting 
plants, living on and consuming the mycelium and spores of the 
Oidium, preventing the further healthy growth of the vine fungus. The 
facts observed have an important bearing on the cultivation of foreign 
grape-vines when grown in moist hot-houses, for since it has been shown 
that parasitic fungi are nourished by the spores and mycelium of the 
Oidinm of the vine, and grow profusely on them, the vine itself will be- 
come affected by the gro\^'th of the fungi over its leaves, green branches, 
and fruit. I have frequently transferred to varnished glass slides the 
same class of spores direct from a leaf which had been kept unusually 
moist while growing. These will doubtless hasten the death of the plant 
on which they grow. The evidence is conclusive that when the flowers 
of sulphur have been applied early to mildewed vines, they have been 
saved, and that later applications have been unavailing. This may arise 
from the fact that the other forms of fungi, such as I have pointed out, 
may assist in the destructive work. These experiments have been re- 
peated often under varied conditions, with an unvarying similarity of 
results. A slip of glass was varnished, and, when nearly dry, a vine-leaf 
covered with the Oidium was pressed on it, so that many of the spores 
adhered to the varnish. When the slip was introduced into a moist 
jar at the temperature mentioned, the spores adhering to the varnish 
germinated, as shown at B. When placed in an atmosphere containing 
turpentine, benzine, or carbolic acid, they failed to germinate, and the 
distorted forms of the Oidium were clearly seen, showing the destruc- 
tive action of these substances on fungus-germs. 

I next placed the dust of roll sulphur on Oidium spores, and also the 
dust of the flowers of sulphur on a second lot, each set being secured on 
glass slides, an inch and a half wide by six inches long. 

These slides were subjected to moisture and heat, as before, in sepa- 
rate jars. After the usual exposure, it was observed that the same 
fungus forms of group B appeared on the germinating Oidium. 

These results were not expected, as it has been generally supposed 
that sulphur is a perfect preventive of fungoid growth. This led me 
to test the effectiveness of sulphur for that purpose. I placed in an 
eight-ounce jar four ounces of pure water, one ounce of green peach- 
leaves, and two ounces of the flowers of sulphur, and subjected the whole 
to a temperature of 75^ to 80^ F. In three days fermentation commenced 
in full force, giving off a strong odor of sulphureted hydrogen. In the 
course of ten days the leaves were completely destroyed by the fermen- 
tation, demonstrating that, if the flowers of sulphur are anti-fungoid, the 
beneficial results of its application have not been due, as has been 
supposed, to its chemical qualities, but, probably, to its absorption of 
moisture. 

•Griffith and Henfrey'a Micrograpliic Dictionary gays of this genus: " No British repre- 
sentatives of this genus appear to have been recorded hitherto/' (P. 29, vol. 1, second 
edition, 1660.) , 
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These expmments also go to show that the vine fangos is a true para- 
site, and that it will not fruit when removed from the plant on which it 
grows. A peculiar condition of the atmosphere may also be necessary. 
The Oidium form of the fungus is not supposed by mycologists to be a 
true mold, but merely a condition of a species of Erysiphe. Oronp B 
represents a theoretical view of its supposed condition ; 12, 13, and 14, 
ks stages of fruiting. Figs. 14 and 15 are filled with little sacs contain- 
ing sporidia which germinate. Fig. 16, group D, represents one of 
them, and 17, a branch of mycelium growing from them, on which grows 
the Oidium. 

It is stated on good authority that the fruit of this fungus has not 
been seen on the vine in Europe. In the fall and summer of 1871 and 
also 1872, 1 found specimens of its perfect fruit in great profusion on the 
foreign vine of the grapery of the Department. During the last two 
years, 1873 and 1874, not a single specimen of fruit could be found. 
Late in the fall of 1872, Mr. William Saunders, superintendent of the ex- 
perimental gardens, had all the branches of the foreign vines in the 
grapery painted with a mixture of clay and carbolic acid, for the par- 
pose of destroying the fruit of the vine fungus. Future observations 
may show that such treatment will prevent, in a measure, the ravages 
of the vine lungus. It has long been observed that very dry seasona 
are favorable to the growth of the Erysiphe fungus. Although a hundred 
foreign vines were exposed to the Oidium in the same grapery, very few 
were affected by it during the last season ; and it is ebserved that the 
mildew is confined to certain varieties. The black Hamburgh, for exam- 
ple, was not affected at all by it, although growing side by side with 
mildewed vines. The green wood is always more injured by the Oidium 
than the ripe ; consequently, as some varieties of vines ripen sooner 
than others under the same conditions, so the green branches of the 
later varieties will probably be more affected than those of the early. 
It was shown by my paper on the fungus of the American grape-vine, 
in the Annual Report of the Department for 1871, that the early spring 
leaves of American grape-vines are not affected by the mildew {Perano- 
spora viticola) during the summer months, under ordinary conditions, 
although the leaves that sprout in summer, particularly during rainy 
weather, when sappy and of a very l]gh^green color, are very liable to 
be affected with the mildew, particularly some varieties. 

In the fall of 1872 I selected several vine-leaves from the Depart- 
ment foreign grapery, having on their surface patches of mildew inter- 
mixed with perithecia of the Ery»iphe Tnckeri. Having removed portions 
of them, I placed them on glass slides, and secured them in position with 
gum- water, over which I placed a thin glass disk. While viewing them 
under a power of about 100 diameters, I applied pressure on the disk in 
order to burst the perithecia. I used great care in my manipulation, but 
failed to get sporangia out of them. I then laid the leaves aside until 
November, 1874. In consideration of recent successful experiments on 
perithecia of black-knot fungus, I resumed my experiments on those of 
the foreign grape-vine mentioned. I removed a small portion of the 
leaves procured in 1872, containing the perithecia, placed one of them in 
a capsule, and poured over it concentrated ammonin, with the view of soft- 
ening its albuminoid matter. To another portion I added nitro-muriatic 
acid and neutralized the acid by ammonia. This latter method has the ad* 
vantage of bleaching the perithecia, which is naturally opaque, but when 
partially bleached are of a translucent Vandyke-brown color. Under either 
treatment the perithecia become soft and pliable, and the proper degree 
of pressure may be given during the operation while viewing them under 
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the microscope. In this way I have succeeded in barsting them and 
forcing oat their sporangia in perfect form. I had previously failed in 
this experiment, probably for the reason that the sporangia had not 
matured sufficiently, and in consequence of the thinness of their cell- 
walls they burst with slight pressure, and a grumousmass was all that I 
obtained. The sporangia of peri thecia of Miorospheeria are easily removed, 
and seem to bear more pressure without breaking the cell-walls of the 
sporangia than those of the vine, judging from my experience thus far. 
During the last four years I have examined many hundreds of speci- 
mens of the Oidium form of the vine fungus, but in no case have I seen 
connected with them pycnidia^ a fungus described and illustrated 
by Professor Amic6 and Doctor Plomley, of Europe, and represented by 
them as connected in some way with the Oidium. I am certain, how- 
ever, that I have found in great profusion, during the summer and fall 
of both 1871 and 1872, on the vines in our foreign grapery, the true 
fruit or perithecia of Erysiphe Tucheri. The Eev. M. J. Berkley says : 

It 18 tme that the real iporangia of the yine-mildew have not jet been observed. • • • 
We do not doubt, therefore, that at eome future period the trae sporan^^a may be found, 
and we trust that the little parasite which has been of such unlooked-for importance maj 
8tHI preserre the specific name ori^nally assigned to it, in honor of the meritorious cultivator 
who first observed it. * * * It may, therefore, be named EryHphe Tuekeriy and the 
name of OidmmTueken should be rejected. 

When Professor Planchon visited this Department last year, I pre- 
pared for him a microscope-slide containing specimens of the perithecia 
of Btysiphe Tuekeri^ taken from a foreign vine of the Department 
grapery. 

Should the climatic condition of the summer and fall of 1875 prove 
liftvorable for further investigation in this direction, I may be enabled to 
define more clearly the habits of Erysiphe TucJcerij on a knowledge of 
which depends the proper remedy to be applied for its destruction and 
the eousequent protection of the vine. 

The following extract from a lecture lately delivered in the Eoyal 
Agricaltuitil OoUege, England, by Prof. W. B. McNab, I think will be 
of interest to all who desii^e to enter on the study of cryptogamid 
botany: 

The study of the lower orders of plants is attended with many and great difficulties. This 
18 owing chiefly to the minute size of the objects themselves, requiring as they do the micro- 
scope for their investigation. Then, a^^ain, most of our botanical text-books c^ve only the 
moet superficial descnption of the lower groups, and fix the whole time and attention of 
the student on the higher or flowering plants. The consequence of this is that the study of 
(he higher plants is carried to such a length in our lectures on botany that little or no time 
is given to the lower orders, a plan of procedure as philosophical as that of teaching zodlogy 
merely from the vertebrates and omitting all other divisions. In the course of lectures 
to botany delivered in the Royal Agricultural College, I attempted to follow a more philo- 
sophic plan, and devoted some time to the consideration of the lower plants. Certain forms, 
whose fife-historv had been ascertained, were selected, and not possessing parts comparable 
to Uie stems and leaves of the higher plants. 

To the more or less flattened or rounded cellular expansion of these plants, which may 
consist of only one or of thousands of cells, the term tballus has been applied ; and the 
three grouos possessing this may be united, to form a large division of the vegetable king- 
dom, called the ThalUfphvUs, The thallus mav consist of one cell or of many cells ; theso 
may be either similar or dissimilar. In some of these Thallophvtes we have plants consisting 
of one cell, which performs the functions of nutrition during the day and those of reproduc- 
tion durinff the nfght. Jn others we have one part of the plant set aside to perform the 
hincUon of nutrition, wMle another part performs the function of multiplication only. In 
most of the sea-weeds the part of the thallus set apart for the purposes or nutrition is large, 
while the reproductive organs occupy only a small portion. In the funguses we have plants 
which obtain most of the nutriment ready made, and, as a consequence, an elaborate nutrient 
system is not required, fience that portion of the thallus in funguses set aside for the pur- 
poaea of nutrition, called the mycelium or spawn, is comparatively small, while the organs 
for performing the functions of reproduction predominate. The same law holds ^/k^\ff^ 
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mal kingdom, as In many parasites we have a low type of the nutritive system and a largely- 
'develop^ reproductive system. 

In most or the ThaUophytes we have two modes of reproduction, one a true sexual proc<>88, 
In which we have parts equivalent to the stamens and pistils of the higher plants, while the 
other is asexual, and therefore to be considered as a process of budding. These two modes 
of reproduction either alternate or else we may have budding taking place two or more 
times in succession before sexual reproduction again occurs. This fact is of the gpreatest 
importance, and must not be lost sight of. 

In many of the sea-weeds we have this alternation of sexual generation with budding. 
At one period in the life-history of the plant true sexual organs may be produced, while at 
the other periods we have numerous small cells given off, each armed with two or more hair- 
like appendages. As these appendages are capable of moving, they propel the whole mass, 
to which, on account of its peculiar animal-like motions, the term zoospore has been applied. 
The zoospore may therefore be considered as a movable bud of the simplest possible con- 
struction. The same alternation of sexual generation with budding is to be met with in the 
funguses, and the Peronospora affords a very good example of it. 

Many of our readers must have observed dead flies floating in water in the autumn, 
with their bodies all covered with fine hair-liko threads. This appearance is produced 
by a plant, which was formerly believed to be a sea-weed, but is now placed among 
the funguses. If we examine the thread with the microscope, we observe a cellular mycelium 
or nutritive portion of the thallus. At the end of some of the portions of the mycelium we 
may probably observe a single large cell, the contents of which become broken up into 
small portions. These small portions of the protoplasm become liberated, and are Koospores 
or rounded masses of protoplasm, with two hair-like appendages. When free, they are 
capable of moving about for some time, and then growth takes place, and each one will 
form a new plant ; but in another we may observe that the ends ot the brandies of myce- 
lium form a club-shaped cell. This club-shaped bodv is the female reproductive organ, 
and is called by botanists odgonium. At each side of this club-shaped body two smaller 
bodies can be seen, which spring from the same portion of mycelium as the odgonium, but 
below it ; they are two small branches, which grow upward till tbev come in contact 
with the odgonium, being, in fact, the male reproductive organs, called by botanists an- 
theridia. 

Inside the odgonium are the granular contents, or portoplasm, forming the oosphere. 
This oosphere is fertilized by the contents of the small male branches, one or more oospores 
being in this way produced. The odspores are in fact comparable with the fertilized 
seed ofthe higher plants. After a perioa of rest the oospore germinates, and produces a new 
plant. The reproductive process in the fungus resembles that of many sea-weeds which form 
odg^nia and odspores, the odspores being formed after fertilization from the contents of the 
odgonium. Then, in the production of the moving buds, the zoospores, which multiply the 
plant asexually, these funguses closely approach the sea-weeds. The paf sage from Aehyla (the 
iungiis possesses the sea-weed -like character just described) to the fungus producing the 
potato-disease is but a single step. In Peronospora infestans we have a thallus with the 
nutritive portion of it, the mycelium, ramifying through the potato-plant. It has also two 
modes of reproduction, sexual and asexual. In the asexual form we have a branching 
tree-like form of the mycelium, making its way through the stomata or breathing pores of 
the leaf. 

This branching portion bears rounded swellings, arranged iu a somewhat beaded manner, 
and called conidia. They do not produce zoospores, but develop a mycelium distinctly. 
This is apparently figured in the Gardener's Chronicle, November 4, 187 J, p. J 420, Fig. 3, as 
occurring in Peronospora infestans. Other observers, however, assert that the conidia never 
produce a mycelium directly, but always from several, in general ten, zoospores. The zods- 
pores, after moving freely about, attach themselves to the cuticle of the plant and surround 
themselves by a delicate wall ; they then bore through the outer wall of^ the epidermic cell, 
and form a mycelium ramifjing through the intercellular spaces of the potato-plant If the 
young mycelium is formed in Sie tuber or potato, it may remain dormant during the winter, 
and then spread through the young plant as it grows. 

The sexual organs of Peronospora develop inside the tissues of the host plant The ex- 
tremities of certain of the threads of mycelium form rounded bodies — the odgonia Inside 
the odgonia a portion of the protoplasmic contents forms the oosphere. On another branch 
of mycelium the antheridium is produced, which adheres to the wall of the odgonium, the 
contents passing into the oosphere, which is thus fertilized and the oospore formed. The 
odsppre is surrounded by a thickened skin, which is rough and dark brown in color. After 
a period of rest, the fertilized oospore germinates, and produces mycelium. The Artotrogus 
figured in the Gardener's Chronicle, J 871, p. 1420, (a, ) is probably the odgonium, with the 
odspores. 

The fungus producing the potato-disease is thus interesting botanically from its peculiar 
relations to certain of the sea-weeds, in its mode of sexual reproduction, and in the produc- 
tion of moving zoospores. From the effect of rain or dew in liberating these zoospores it is 
not difficult to undervtand how the disease spreads rapidly in damp weather. 
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The reported experiments with the Fultz wheat continue to be as 
favorable as heretofore ; no falling off in average yields nor any deterio- 
ration have been reported. The success which has attended the distri- 
bution of this wheat is something unusual. The large produce per acre, 
and the adaptation of the wheat to diverse soils and latitudes, have 
created a demand for it among farmers which the Department cannot be 
expected to supply. It was said in the Annual Beport of the Depart- 
ment for 1872 that in the selection of this wheat it was especially in- 
tended to add an impulse to wheat-culture in the Southern States, by 
famishing an early, hardy, prolific, and reliable kind, calculated to in- 
spire confidence and stimulate endeavor. That the Department was not 
mistaken is sufQciently clear from the reports heretofore published and 
from those of which notice will presently be made. 

In Saratoga County, New York, one grain of Fultz wheat threw out 
nine stalks, bearing 378 kernels ; selected heads in the field contained 
50, 53, 58, and up to 63 kernels. Two quarts, sown about four weeks 
later than the planting season in Suffolk County, produced 40 quarts on 
a plot 15 by 90 feet. 

One bushel, sown on an acre of ground, in Delaware, yielded 36^ bush- 
els. 

A farmer of Prince George's County, Maryland, sowed, in 1871, two 
quarts, on land which was naturally moist, too much so for the grain ; 
two crops of Irish potatoes had been raised on the land in the two pre- 
ceding years ; horses and cattle ran upon it duriu g the winter. The wheat 
sown produced 3^ bushels of fine grain, or fifty-six fold. This product 
was again seeded, and yielded 32 bushels, the quality not having dete- 
riorated. It is considered a hardy variety. The Frederick County Ex- 
aminer records a yield in that county of 42 bushels per acre on 42^ 
acres ; ^^ a result which, as far as we have heard, has nowhere been 
equaled." 

Mr. John A. Parker, of Tappahannock, Virginia, says he finds that 
sowing one-half bushel of this wheat to the acre is amply sufficient. 
It branches better than any other kind he has yet seen, and at the time 
of writing (January 18) shows much better than any fields of other 
kinds on which one and a half bushels per acre were sown. << The little 
parcel sent by the Department three years ago has caused a revolution 
in wheat-raising here.'' In Prince William County two quarts yielded 
57, or, according to the amount of ground employed, within a fraction 
of 30 bushels per acre. Tappahannock, under the same treatment, gave 
less than 19 bushels per acre, sown on gray forest land. In Wythe 
County, four quarts, sown September 15, 1873, yielded sixty quarts of 
clean wheat. This product was planted September 9, 1874. On. ac- 
coimt of hardiness, this wheat is considered as filling a great want felt 
in that high locality. Lancaster wheat yielded at the rate of six quarts 
to one, and Tappahannock ten for one. In Dinwiddie County one bushel 
and a peck, sown on an acre of gray, stiff soil, in October, yielded 19 
bushels, superior in growth, yield, and weight per bushel to other vari- 
eties grown in the vicinity. The following interesting statement, which 
comes from Halifax County, is given entire : 

Tbe IftDd, which had been in tobacco, was plowed with single-horse plow on the 16th of 
October, a wann» sannv day« the ground warm and dry. It was then narrowed. On the 
17th the wheat was roiled in fPacific guano, flour of raw bone, and plaster, mixed, a third 
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of each. The peck of Faltz was sown upon one-fourth of an acre of good land, or at the 
rate of one busnel per acre. The mixture above described was then applied at the rate of 
250 pound/ per acre, being about 63 pounds put upon the peck of wheat, besides the fertil- 
iser used in rolling it. The wheat was then well dragged. The weather was fine for the 
purpose, and it remained warm and clear for some time after the wheat was sown. The wheat 
sbortlj made its appeamnce, looking very thin. It continued to look so, although having 
a healthy and green appearance until about the middle of March, up to which time there 
had been pretty severe weather and cattle and ho^s were most of the time on the wheat. 
On the 21st of April I sowed ashes, guano, and plaster broadcast on the wheat. By the 
1st of May the growth had iinproved very much, and on the 23d of May it presented a really 
beantiful appearance, the dilrorence between it and another variety, known as the ** little 
red " here, beinff plainly visible. The Fultz had a broader blade and a larger and fuller 
head. It was, however, occasionally spotted bv a bearded wheat, which was mixed with 
it and which appeared to be even a better kind than the Fultz. It was ripe on the 22d of 
June. The peck sown vielded eight bushels and a half,>or at the rate of 34 bnsheli from 1. 
The grain was large and plump, and the stmw bright, standing up well. 

A correspondent of Orange Connty, North Carolina, says that Paltz 
wheat has yielded more per acre than any other wheat ever caltivated 
in that locality. The highest yield of this wheat, up to this time, has 
been 35^ bushels from one sown. A useful lesson to farmers may be 
drawn fh>m the following extract from the letter of this correspondent 
— ^the lesson of interchange of seeds among farmers for the ad vaaicement 
of mtitual interests : 

The Fults-wheat fever among the farmers was very high w bile the limited supply lasted. 
None was to be had except the product of seed originally sent by the Department. Double 
price and two bushels for one ot Fuita were offered, but the affrieultural club to which seeds 
had been sent did not feel at liberty to speculate on them. Therefore bushel for bushel, in 
small quantities, was exchanged to reliable farmers, who we felt confident would do the best 
with it. In Henderson County the Fultz yielded twice as much as other varieties. 

A correspondent writing from Lauderdale Oounty^ Alabama^ gives 
the following as his experience with one quart of this wheat reoelYed 
from the Department in 1872 : 

This is my third crop from tlte one quart of wheat received. The amount of land em- 
ployed was four and oue^half acres, from which I have just thxashed ninetv bushels of 
splendid wheat, or twenty bushels to the acre. It was sown in a field bv the side of eleven 
acres of reed-straw wheat, which yielded nine bushels to the acre. The season was very 
unfavorable on account of heavy and continued rains throughout March and April. About 
the 1st of May the Fults was badly scalded, or blighted ; in fact, looked as if it would no! 
make half a crop. With a favorable season, I am confident it would have made thiity or 
more bushels per acre. I think it will prove the best wheat yet introduced into this part of 
the SouUi. Our average yield of wheat for the last five years has been about ten bushels. 

Very favorable reports have been received from Texas. 

Beports from several counties in Tennessee, in addition to those of 
last year, continue to approve this wheat as a most valuable acquisition. 
In Smith Oonnty it is considered eqnal in quantity and quality of yield to 
the best varieties grown in the locality. A tlarmer of Campbell Connty 
reports that he sowed one gallon broadcast in 1871, and reaped 4J bn^- 
els of beautiful wheat. The next year, he sowed one acre and reaped 
32^ bnshels — ^the best wheat in the neighborhood. In 1873, sowed 20 
bushels, which, at the time of writing, presented a fine appearance. 
Four quarts were sown in McNairy County on one-eighth of an acre, dry 
upland soil, nearly worn out, but slightly fertilized with cottoo-seed ; 
yield, 22 gallons, and about two gallons wasted in cutting and thmA- 
iug. A Coffee County correspondent says, concerning six qnarts of 
Fultz received from the Department in 1871, that he handed live to a 
neighbor, who reaped a product of 8 bushels ; the next season's prod- 
uct from the 8 bushels was 24 bushels per acre, an aven^ of 5 bushels 
over his other varieties. In 1874 his average was 26 boSiels per acre, 
a gain of 5 bushels per acre over other varieties. Another fiarmer in 
tile same county sowed 2 bushels on 3^ acres, which he had prepared 
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to SOW with timotliy. He harvested 94 bashels of wheat from the 
amount sown. A farmer of Bradley County makes the following state- 
ment : 

I sowed eleven varieties, and all bnt three rasted. Faltz, Amold*8 Canada hybrid, and 
3nrke*a goldea-straw did not rast, because they ripened from nine to fourteen days earlier 
than onr common wheats. Burke's eolden-straw was fourteen days earlier and tk eigbed 
seventy pounds to the bushel. It ma>Kes as much flour from 4.72 bushels as can be made 
from five bushels of any other variety. The Fultz yields more than any other. From one 
^nart sown last year, and the proceeds resown this year, I have received 83 bushels hy 
weiffht. It produced on my farm 30 measured bushels per acre, weighing 64 pounds per 
bushel. 

A correspondent of Sullivan County says : 

The Fultz wheat gives a larger yield per acre than any other variety grown in this seo- 
tion. At the August meeting of the Watauga Farmers* Club a premium was offered for 
the best half acre of wheat harvested in J 874, each competitor to use his own judgment in 
selecting his plat of ground, kind of manure, seeds, &c. I experimented on a high, dry, 
gravelly soil, with stiff clay subsoil; plowed the land in August 5 inches deep, and let it 
ue until the lOkh of October; then harrowed, and spread eight two-horse loads of chip* 
manure from my wood-pile. I then spread J 50 bushels of slacked lime on the manure, aoid 
replowed the mund; sowed broadcast 45 pounds of Fultz wheat, October 31, harrowing 
three times. The wheat came up very soon, looking strong and sturdy; harvested June 
12. Product 1,264 pounds, or 21 bushels and 4 pounds on the half-acre lot. This piece of 
land never before yielded more than 8 bushels per acre without manure, and in this case I 
attribute my success to the lime and superior seed* 

In Hardin County, Kentucky, one quart of Fultz produced 2 bushels, 
-which, sown the next season, yielded 83 bushels of excellent wheat. 

In Vinton County, Ohio, this wheat was very successful. Eight bnsh- 
-els yielded 189 bushels, weighing 04 pounds per bushel, struck measure. 
This is the result of two quarts received three years ago from tlie 
Department. In Delaware County Fultz realizes all that has been 
•claimed for it. Adams County: Six quarts, sown three years ago, pro- 
duced 1^ bushels, which, sown the following season, yielded 21 bushels; 
and this product, planted on oat-stubble well prepared, the thinner por- 
tions top-dressed with stable-manure, yielded (1874) 425 bushels, weigh- 
ing 63 pounds per measured bushel. Number of acres employed, 12. 
A farmer of Knox County writes : 

In the fall of 18721 sowed one pint of Fultz wheat on hilly frround ; it produced one bushel. 
That bnshe] I sowed in the autumn of 1873, and it produced 33 buahels of e;ccellent whaat 
of plump, solid kernel, color of a yellowish cast. It stands the winter better than any other 
wheat, and produces a heavy straw, such as is necessary for a hilly country. I sowed the 
Fultz side by side with Lancaster, and the former will yield from 10 to 12 bushels more per 
acre than the latter. 

A yield of 50 bushels from 4 sown is reported from Saint Joseph 
County, Michigan, weight 63 pounds per bushel. 

In Scott County, Indiana, continued success is reported. A farmer 
xeports that, after growing the wheat three seasons, he is satisfied it will 
yield from one-fourth to one-third more than any other variety cultivated 
in the county. Two years ago another farmer in this county harvested 
180 pounds from four quarts ; having planted this product, he raised 80 
bashels on two and a half acres. After two years' experiment a corre- 
spondent of Delaware County says, '^ it is the most promising varie^ 
tested here since the introduction of Eed Mediterranean. This season it 
yielded 30 bushels per aore, was about six days earlier than any other 
variety, the grain remarkably plump, and weighed 63 pounds per 
measured bushel. It readily sold for 25 cents per bushel more than any 
other kind of wheat." Hon. W. B. Niblack inclosed to the Department 
the statement of a farmer in his district, from which it appears that a 
sowing of one quart of Fultz, :N"ov^m ber 6, 1871, yielded 30 pounds. This 
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product was sown in September, 1872, and yielded 10 bushels- In turn, 
this was sown in September, 1873, and produced 300 bushels. Two 
acres, sown after tobacco, yielded 104 bushels. The entire crop was 
grown on clay soil. 

In Benton County, Minnesota, this wheat yielded at the rate of 42 
bushels to the acre. 

The results for three years on the experimental fai*m of the University 
of Wisconsin are given as follows : 



Sown. 



September 18, 1871. 
September 10,1872.. 
Septembers, 1873... 



Rate per acre. 



1| bushels.. 
U bmihelH., 
U boahels. 



Harvested. 



July 12. 
Julyll. 
July 1. 



Yield. 



33 bushels. 
20 bushels. 

34 bushels, SSponndi. 



The yield in each case is given by weight, 60 pounds to the bushel; 
the grain has weighed from 60 to 62 pounds per measured bushel. The 
crop of 1872-^73 was on new and partly low ground. The ice in early 
spring killed a part of the crop. This year, 1874, a lot on old ground, 
following oats, and on a side hill facing south, yielded 29 bushels and 
261 pounds per acre. 

Beports from six counties in Missouri are all of the most fibvorable 
character, indicating that the Fultz wheat is beginning to be ranked 
above the Tappahannock, so popular as a variety in that State. 

From distant Oregon come similar reports concerning the adaptive- 
ness of this wheat. In Coos County the yield was at the rate of 34 
bushels per acrd. A correspondent of Wasco County says : '^ It is a 
decided acquisition, producing at the rate of 40 bushels per acre ; the 
grain is of extra quality, sown on prairie, without fertilizers or irriga- 
tion." 

Arnold's Hybrid, No. 9. — A Canadian variety, the history of which 
was given in the annual report of the Department for 1873. The first 
distribution of it was made in time for the fall sowing of 1872. Experi- 
ments were reported and published by the Department in 1873, which 
indicated good results in Virginia, New York, Pennsylvania, Illinois, 
and Ohio, and failures or doubtftil results in Nebraska, Iowa, WiBconsin, 
and some parts of Indiana. Some of the more important of the experi- 
ments in the year 1874 are here referred to. New Torkj Ghaatauqna 
County : The yield was bountiful and of excellent quality. Oneida County: 
Seven quarts yielded 225 pounds. At the same ratio per acre the yield 
would be 30f bushels. It ripened about the same time as Mediterranean. 
Virginia : A correspondent of Eockiogham County says concerning his 
experiments with Arnold's Hybrid and Tappahannock, that '^ the first 
did tolerably well considering the drought in the spring ; from one-half 
gallon I raised a peck ; Tappahannock did not do at all ; I got no seed 
S*om it } it looked well in the fall and early spring, but the ravages of 
the fly and hard frost in March destroyed it totally." Ohio^ Hamilton 
County : In 1873, one quart yielded 32, and this, in 1874, 15 bushels. 
Holmes County : The secretary of the County Agricultural Society 
says : '' Two quarts of this wheat were sown in the latter part of Sep- 
tember on potato stubble. The land was fresh, having produced but 
two crops since having been cleared. It was a rich, calcareous loam, 
the land sloping a little to the east. The plowing was done with the 
common two-horse plow, the whole sown broadcast and covered with 
the harrow. Fertilizers of no kind were used. From these 2 quarts I 
harvested 5^ bushels of cleau wheat, or 88 fold. It is a smooth wheat, 
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straw stiff, growing 5^ feet high, and ripening six or eight days behind 
the Mediterranean. The berry is long and of a dark red color, somewhat 
resembling the Mediterranean, when first introduced. On the 30th of 
August last, I sowed four acres of land with this wheat, keeping one- 
half bushel for exhibition at the county fair." Indianaj Dearborn County t 
A failure, injured by rust and midge. Wiaconsinj Pierce County : About 
6 poands sown September 5, on rich loam, was cut August 1, yielding 
3 bushels of very fine wheat having a large berry and weighing heavy. 
Stood the winter well. Minnesota^ I^icollet County : Did not do well ; 
A failure, also, in Louisa County, Iowa. A favorable report comes from 
Oregon, but the Tappahannock is considered the better wheat of the 
two. 

Jennings Wheat. — This variety originated in central Pennsylvania, 
and, on account of its superior excellence, a quantity was purchased and 
distributed by the JDepartment in 1873. Only a few reports have been re- 
ceived concerning it. From these it is evident that this wheat will prove 
an acquisition at the South. A correspondent writing from Delaware 
makes the following comparison : Jennings, sown September 10 ] cut 
July 1 ; product, at the rate of 36 bushels per acre, weighing 62 pounds 
per bushel. Fultz, sown September 10; cut July 1 ; product at the rate 
of 32 bushels per acre, weighing 60^ pounds x>er bushel. Mediterra- 
nean, sown September 10 \ product at the rate of 24 bushels per acre, 
weighing 58 pounds per bushel. All sown on a well-fertilized hillside 
of light clay soil with southeast inclination. The Jennings and Fultz 
stood well; the Mediterranean lodged early. The Jennings stooled 
abundantly. The quality of the wheat was superior ; skin thin ; grain 
plump, and flour white and rich. 

Dr. H. M. Price, of Fluvanna County, Virginia, reports the results of 
a comparison between the Jennings and two other varieties. He sowed 
the Jennings October. 9, on one-twelfth of an acre, which before had 
been planted in cabbage. Soil, a dry, stiff clay, which was fallowed 
and harrowed, and the seed turned under with a shovel-plow. No fer- 
tilizer used. On the same amount of land equal quantities of the Claw- 
son and Tappahannock, respectively, were sown. The following is a 
tabulated statement of results : 





Weight of iUraw. 


Weight of grain. 


Yield per acre. 


When ripe. 


Irnnftingu., , 


Pound: 
485 
46L 
401 


Pound*, 
165 
183 
192 


ButkOa, 
33 

36 3-5 
24 2-5 


Jane 16. 


*7 • 

CiAWton .............. 


Jane 90. 




Jane 14. 



In Dorchester County, Maryland, one gallon of this wheat seeded on 
one-fourth of an acre of fallow land, October 5, produced 7^ bushels of 
perfectly clean wheat, which weighed 58 pounds to the bushel. It 
ripened about the 25th of June. The intense heat of the season pre- 
vented it filling as well as under more favorable circumstances. It is 
regarded by the correspondent as a first-class white wheat, well adapted 
to the climate. 

A farmer of Garrard County, Kentucky, says that 4 quarts produced 
96 pounds of clean wheat ; '^ it is fine and plump, stood the winter well, 
branches finely, and the straw is very strong. and not liable to fall; 
heads long and full." A Monroe County, West Virginia, correspondent 
sowed 4 quarts in September, and the yield was 3^ bushels by measure- 
ment, or an increase of 29 to 1. The land was a clay limestone having 
a southeastern exposure ; no manure or fertilizer of any kind was use(C 
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OATS. 

The new varieties of oats introduced by the Department have given 
satisfaction. The Hopetown are very favorably reported upon fron^ 
Tennessee. A correspondent writing from Maury County says : " The 
fiopetown seemed to me to be more vigorous, with larger stem, than 
other varieties. I am satisfied that the variety will do well in this 
county." In Smith County IJ bushels, sown March 20, yielded at the 
rate of 30 bushels per acre, weighing 33 pounds per measured bushel ; 
the yield in both quantity and quality pronounced equal to the best 
varieties. In Kansas the yield was large; heads heavy and strong; 
straw stout, with abundance of fodder attached. In Polk County, 
Oregon, this variety is highly prized. A half gallon was sown about 
tilie 15tb of April ; product, harvested July 20, ^ bushels, weighing 42 
pounds per bushel. ^^They are of a very quick, strong growth, and 
stand up well until they are ready to harvest." In Santa F6 County, 
New Mexico, this variety seems to be preferred to the White Scfadnen. 

The Potato oats, distributed for the first time last year, have been 
measurably successful. An account of this variety was given in the 
annual report for 1873. The success of the variety was quite marked in 
York County, Maine. In New London County, Connecticut, 4 quarts pro- 
duced 2i bushels of very superior oats, weighing 43^ pounds per bushel. 
Beports from three counties of New York have been received : Erie, a 
failure — no particulars as to culture; Wyoming, two weeks later than 
other varieties; Steuben, on alluvial soil, matured a week earlier than 
the Probstier ; on clay soil ripened ten days later than common oats, 
but was heavier; on gravelly soil compared favorably with other 
varieties. The Schonen oats were planted on yellow loam and grew 
nearly 5 feet high ; straw large and gtood well, but ripened late, the 
berry being much lighter than that of the common variety. The 
reports from Pennsylvania are not uniform as to the success of this 
variety; while an account from York County refers to the oats as 
later than common varieties, although treated in like manner, a 
statement comes from Northumberland that this variety is very sac- 
oessful ; ^^ the straw as long as rye and the yield of grain nnasnally 
large.'' Very favorable accounts have been received concerning expe ri- 
ments made in Columbia County. A correspondent in Campbell County, 
Tirginia, states: <* I cannot say too much in praise of the Potato oats. 
Two quarts yielded 2^ bushels of the finest grain I ever saw, not- 
withstanding a very unpropitious season." North Carolina, Orange: 
^^ Heads light and chaffy; do not seem to be adapted to this climate and 
soil." South Carolina^ Clarendon : Planted in March, the ground hav- 
ing been well prepared; came up well, but were at least twelve days 
later in maturing than the common varieties ; yield good. Tennessee^ 
Macon : Yield good in quantity but poor in quality, and later than other 
oats sown at the same time. Texasj Fort Bend : ^^ The Potato oats sent 
me last spring were sown on light, sandy land ; harvested the last week 
in June ; yield heavy ; no sign of rust or other defect." From Mahon- 
ing, Ohio, a report of an experiment favorable to these oats has been 
received. A farmer in G-rundy County, Illinois, gives an account of a 
favorable yield, the stalks growing from 6 to 8 inches taller than the 
Norway oats sown the same day. Wiscansin^ Dodge : From five to ten 
days later than the common oats, but the yield good and quality supe- 
rior. In Minnesota this variety seems to have failed by reason of rust 
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Id Phelps, Missoari, the Potato oats did not eqaal the Excelsior, planted 
on the same soil. A Boone Goanty correspondent says : 

The Potato oats were planted in fine aoil, with mnch care, in one comer of a fifty- 
acre field of Black oats, a space being left between the two varieties to prevent mix- 
ture. The season was nnfayorable for oats, yet there was a medium crop of both 
varieties ; the Black, however, were much the better. When the field was harvested, 
ten acres of the Black, next to and together with the Potato, were left standing for 
one handred head of Berkshire hogs. I left the Potato oats beoaose I did not think 
them as good as the Black, which I have raised for many years with ffreat success. The 
hogs consumed the whole ten acres of Black oats before touching the Potato. 

An imiiortation of Fellow oats was made from Scotland, and first dis* 
tribnted in time for the planting-season of 1873. The distribation was 
continued daring the present year, with results as below. 

Maine^ Knox: The early Fellow and White Schonen oats yielded 
aboat equally — about a bushel from one quart of seed. They appeared 
to grow more vigorously than the commonly known varieties, attaining 
a greater height by about 10 inches ; no tendency to lodge ; heads heavy 
and kernels well filled ; very mnch superior to the ordinary varieties. 
Vermont, Addison : Yield about 40 bushels p^ acre. A favorable report 
also from Washingtcm Oounty. Conneoticutj New Haveh : Sowu 09 
heavy, gravelly soil, yielded better than other varieties grown along- 
side them; on sandy soil, 3 quarts returned 3^| bushels, weighing 36 
pounds per bushel. Very successful iu Wyoming, Pennsylvania. Dela^ 
warej New Castle : Yidded at the rate of 48 bushels per acre, while the 
Delaware oats yielded 37 on the same soil. The season was not favor- 
able for the growth of oats. Maryland^ Cecil: Grew taller, yielded 
better, and weighed heavier than common varieties. Washington: A 
valuable variety. As many as twelve heads from a single grain were 
noticed. Ohio, Darke: A correspondent says this variety was sown 
thinly on a small patch of clay land ; came up well and grew finely; til- 
lered very finely; blades larger than those of common oats; straw 
strong, standing up well when common oats had fallen by reason of 
winds ; ripened in August, one week later than common varieties sown 
at the same time. Ottawa : Sown in April, and grew to a height of 3 
feet ; are hardly as early as Black oats. Accounts from three counties 
iu Dlinois give favorable results ; in Hancock, earlier and better than 
any other variety, as reported by one correspondent ; White Schonen, 
sown on black loam, yielded about 60 bushels per acre. Michigany Hills- 
dale : Four quarts sown on sandy, gravelly soil, ripened early ; yield, 
15 bushels of excellent quality. Wisconsin, Waupaca: Regarded a3 
superior to White Schonen ; 2 quarts sown on one-eighth of an acre 
pi'odnced 3 bushels of fine oats, or at the rate of 54 bushels per acre, 
sandy soil, without extra cultivation. Door : Sown April 21, harvested 
September 1; straw short and coarse; grain handsome; yield not above 
the average. Potato oats sown and harvested on the 'same dates as 
above ; straw medium in height ; grain plump and handsome ; average 
yield a little better than common oats. The Schonen oats averaged over 
55 feet in height; grain of best quality; yield, forty-eight-fold. Iowa, 
Floyd : ** Splendid oats ; 4 quarts, sown April 15 on prairie-sod, yielded 
more than 2 bushels.^ Another report from same county ^ves the 
weight of this grain per bushel at 42^ pounds. Missouri, Bollinger : Fel- 
low, Schonen, and Somerset sown at the same time, and the first-named 
considered the hardiest. Yield in Nemaha County, Kansas, thirty-fold. 

Experiments made with Somerset oats, a variety imported from Eng- 
land, have been very favorably reported from Maryland, Missouri, Iowa, 
and Kansas; they seem, however, not to have succeeded so well iu 
Alabama and Texas. 
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run:?^er'S white corn. 

On accoant of the high reputation of this corn in Missoari, where it has 
been cultivated for some years, the Department determined on a trial of 
it in other parts of the country to which it seemed adapted. A farmer 
of Benton, Missouri, says : 

I have raised this corn about five years, having first obtained a few kernels of it from 
Warren County, Kentucky, where it was noted for its superiority. I have had extra- 
ordinary success, and so also have others in this section of Missouri. The demand for 
seed far exceeds the supply. I have found it more satisfactory than other kinds. It is 
of a purer white, yields more per acre, and makes better bread. I raise two and three 
stalks in the hill, but it rarely yields more than one ear to the stalk. I have raised 
on an average 85 bushels per acre. It produces weU on prairie, and on rich bottom- 
land yields enormously. Am of the opinion that one ear of this corn is heavier than 
two of most other kinds. 

Another gentleman of the same county, who has been cultivating 
com for fifty-one years, and has raised three successive crops of the 
Bunner, says : ^' It is freer from impurities of every kind than any com 
I have raised. The ears are heavier than two of other kinds. It gen- 
erally produces one ear to the stalk, and from two to four stalks in a hill. 
In yield it far excels any other kind." Other farmers in the same vicin- 
ity corroborate these statements. Mr. James B. Golgrove, a practical 
miller, of Lincoln, in the same State, from whom a supply of this corn 
was purchased by the Department, says : 

Of its production, yield, and remarkable purity you know. There is only one verdict 
among reliable planters. True, there are some who condemn. Of this class you can 

Indge. They come to mill with old ragged sacks, with cobs and hay stuck in the 
loles, shiftless characters, who plow shallow and cultivate poorly, then condemn the 
variety which does not yield a large return. Probably fifty well-to-do, thrifty farmers 
have assured me duriug the fall (1873) that they never saw as good com, as good yields, 
nor any that stood the drought as well. 

This gentleman, who has devoted much attention to corn-cultivation, 
says also, concerning this variety, that there are certain isothermal lines 
beyond which, even for experimental purposes, it would hardly be worth 
while to expect favorable results. He thinks that a line across the con- 
tinent dividing the State of Maryland on about the thirty-ninth parallel; 
thence southwest, so as to cut out the mountains of West Virginia ; 
thence through Southern Ohio, and striking the eastern boundary of 
Indiana on the fortieth parallel ; thence to the norlhern boundary of 
Missouri; thence west and embracing nearly or quite all of E^ansas, 
would be a safe division of the country best adapted to its cultivation. 
In most of the Southern States, and especially where the soil, in addi- 
tion to its fertility, is a sandy loam, he would look for satisfactory results. 

The Department distribution in time for the planting-season of 1874 
was not large, and the reported experiments have been few. The tests 
of next year will undoubtedly be more numerous as well as more satis- 
factory, and will, perhaps, go far toward settling the question of adapt- 
ability in many of the States. One thing, however, is very evident, that 
the results attained in Missouri may only be equaled by the most care- 
ful cultivation. And when experimenters report, it is to be hoped that 
they will not fail to be particular in giving the details of cultivation. A 
mere statement that a variety succeeded or failed is really worthless. 
The questions are : What were the conditions of planting and growth f 
and what methods of cultivation resulted in success or failure f Some of 
the experiments reported from the first distribution are here given : 

Alabama^ Dallas: Planted on sandy loam, does well, but not con- 
sidered suitable for a field-crop. Florida. Suwanee: Enllv three weeks 
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earlier than common corn ; excellent, and produces well. Madison : 
Sown late in spring, on land planted in rye for pasture ; had two plow- 
ings. Planted common corn at same time on same land. Runner's had 
small stalk, but heavy ear, so heavy that the corn fell badly. The 
common had not ^^ silked ^ while the former was in roasting-ear, but the 
common had fine large stalk with fine ears. Eunner's would answer 
well for an early crop for meal-corn, and to supply fresh corn to stock 
instead of the old. Louisianaj East Baton Konge: Has yielded im- 
mensely; ears large and very fine. Tenas^ Kendall: Three experiments 
are very flattering to this variety, especially with regard to its early ripen- 
ing. Williamson : Three weeks earlier than the common corn, and only 
one week behind Stowell's Evergreen. The following report of experi- 
ments with two varieties of corn is made by a correspondent of Bexar 
County : 



Kind of teed. 



QuaUtyofsoiL 



Time of rain- 



Time of 

frOAt. 



Manner and time 
of cultivation. 



When 
planted. 



When 
ripe. 



Yield per 
aore. 



YeUow field, 
com. 



Black bottom- 
land. 



Gray sandy sur- 
face, yellow 
olay subsoil. 



t'.*. M), 31, 
V\^\tl: Junr 
Iti. bfftvy ; 

]ij£bl: Jaty 

iiiu d i a la i 
16, 19, light. 



Apr. 10,11 



Runner's white 



Black sandy... 

Black bottom- 
land. 

Gray sandy sur- 
face, yellow 
clay subsoil. 



Apr.10,11 

Apr.10,11 
Apr.10,11 

Apr. 10.11 



April 30 and May 
33, with one- 
horse plow. 



April 35, with 
sweep: May 18. 
with plow ana 
oxuu. 

May 9, with two- 
horse plow. 

April30andMay 
23. with one- 
horse plow. 

April ^, with 
sweep; May 18, 
with plow and 
oxeo. 



Mar. 31 



Aug. 1 



96buahelfl. 



Apr. S 

Mar. 30 
Mar. 31 

Apr. 3 



Aug. 1 

Julyao 
Aog.l3 

Aug.90 



34ba8hela. 



About 3S 

bnshelfl. 
16 bushels. 



SObushelfl. 



A correspondent in Bledsoe County, Tennessee, planted yellow field- 
corn and Banner's at the same time. The former yielded well, and rip- 
ened in three and a half months. He states that the latter ripened 
aboat three weeks later, and adds : ^* But is the best corn I ever saw, al- 
thoagh planted on poor moontain land, which had never been mannred, 
and had been in cultivation for thirty years." In Utah this corn made 
the finest growth of any during the season, withstanding the hot winds. 
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This question has been much discussed in the Eastern States, and 
answered variously in accordance with the views of those canvassing 
it. It has been put to our correspondents, who have answered it al- 
most unanimously in the affirmative, as to systematic and enterprising 
operations — otherwise the average success being moderate, yet suffi- 
ciently libera] for the half-hearted and feeble efiort put forUi. Before 
presenting the views of several progressive farmers, fortified by facts 
Ulustrating well the difficulties and the possibilities of New England 

LjOOgle 



agriculture, a few suggestive statistics will be presentedc. .^ 
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ThiB farmlands of Kew England include 19,569,863 acres, of which 
61 per cent, are improved, 31 in woodland, and 8 in unimproved or 
waste areas. The details are : 





Improved. 


XJnlQiprOTed. 


states. 


Acres. 


fl 

h 


Woodland 
acres. 




Otber on- 

Improred 

a^rsa, 


11 


Jf^IUf ^.. 


2.917,793 
2,334.487 
3, 073, 257 
l,rJ6,221 
289,030 
1,646,752 


49.9 
64.7 
67.8 
63.5 
57.5 
69.6 


2,284.740 

1.047,090 

1,386,994 

706,714 

169.399 

577,333 


3A.I 

29. 

3a6 

25.8 

33.7 

24.4 


695.525 

224.417 

68.613 

287,348 

43.879 
140,331 


11.9 


New Hampshire ..., 


6.S 


Vannont.r. 


1.5 


Mai«Achn0ettf 


10.5 


Khode Island 


8.7 


Conoeoticut . 


5.9 






Totals ,..,„.... 


11.997.540 


61.3 


6,112,210 


31.2 


1,460.113 


7.4 







Only seven States have a larger proportion of improved land — ^Illi- 
nois, 74.6 per cent.; New York, 70.4; Ohio^ 66.6; Delaware, 66.3; New 
Jersey, 66.1 ; Maryland, 64.5 ; Pennsylvania, 63.9. 

Lands are low in price, averaging (29.90 per acre ; lower than in set- 
tled Western States, viz: Ohio, $48.56; Michigan, $39.74; Illinois, 
$35.56 ; Indiana, $35.03 ; much lower than in five other States, viz : 
New Jersey, $86.14 ; Pennsylvania, $57.98 ; New York, $57.35 ; Dela- 
ware, $44.39 ; Maryland, $37.75. With unexampled market facilities, 
this small capital in land would be cheap for a bed of sand as a matrix 
for the development of plants, by means of added fertilization. A total 
•capital of $100 per acre, or $6 per acre rental per annum, would not indi- 
-cate very high farming, and yet it would admit of adding $1,371,000,000 
fbr stocking and improving New England farms to the $585,000,000, the 
present value of the farm-lands. 

Though the tilled area is comparatively small, and the breadth in 
cereals still less, the rate of production in New England will bear com- 
parison with that of any other section. The average annual yield of 
iiOTii for the past ten years is greater than in the Western States ; Ver- 
mont surpasses Ohio, and only two of the six States fall behind Illinois. 
Jn wheat a larger yield is obtained than in any of the other divisions 
^f our eoiintry ; and the same is true of potatoes and tobacco. Look 
on this picture of average yield for ten years : 



Maine, bushel! 

New Hampshire, baphela 

Vermont, bushels , 

Massachusetts, buahels... 
Rhode Island, bushels. ... 
Connecticut, butfiels 



Com. 


Wheat 


Rye. 


Oats. 


99.^ 


13.1 


16.4 


S5.9 


34.9 


15. 


16.7 


31.6 


3&7 


17. 


16.2 


34.9 


34.2 


ItiB 


16.3 


S9.4 


27.3 


16.3 


16.8 


31,6 


31.1 


17.3 


14.9 


3S.9 



129 

lis 

141 
111 
93 
100 



And on this : 



Hew York, bushels.... 
Pennsylvania, bushels, 
fTennessee, bushels.... 

Illinois, bush els 

Iowa, bushels 

Kansas, bushels , 



30.6 

35.1 

22.5 

30. 

35. 

33.8 



14.8 
13.1 
7.6 
11.9 
13.1 
15.4 



14.7 
13.6 
9.5 
1& 
18.4 

sa 



32.4 

31. 

17.5 

^6 

3S.fi 

33.1 
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91 
71 
74 
97 
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Now compare the prices of these products in December, 1874, in the 
same States, and note the advantage of New England in that regard : 





Corn. 


Wheat. 


Rye. 


OAta. 


Potatoes. 


Miiiift ^ .... . 


11 }3 

1 12 

1 10 

1 10 

1 18 

1 17 

93 

76 

68 

56 

43 

74 


$154 
1 iW 
143 
145 


$) 19 

1 20 

1 06 

1 11 

1 10 

121 

92 

90 

1 05 

71 

63 

69 


65 
57 
67 
73 
72 
57 
59 
57 
45 
38 
47 


10 54 
59 


if>»nimr«bin 


Termont 


43 




69 


Bbode UsDd 


89 


OsDMCtkni , 


... 

145 

126 

1 21 

1 06 

86 

65 

83 


72 


N«wTork 


57 


PUiDijlTanla.... 


79 


Temette* 


97 


niinoit 


i3 


Iowa 


50 


IBiioul J ^ 


85 







These figures show a fair return for agricultural labor. Taking the 
whole number of persons in the United States engaged in agriculture 
in 1870, as reported by the .census, and the aggregate return of value of 
the annual products of agricultural labor, it is found that the average is 
$413 to each man. I^ow very many of the agriculturists of New Eng- 
land work in winter at shoemaking and other mechanical labor, having 
only a very short summer for farming, and yet the average return per 
man is $490, $77 more than the general average, without counting the 
proceeds of other labor. Making such a calculation for all these States^ 
the result would be as follows : 



Maine 

New Hampfhire. . . .<. 

Vermont — . 

MMMchiuetto 

Hhode Island 

Conneetieot 



Value 
of prodact8. 



$33,470,044 
93,473,547 
34 647,037 
32,192,378 
4,761,163 
36,482,160 



154,026,309 



No. of 
afipricultarists. 



88,011 
46,573 
57,983 
72,810 
11,780 
43,653 



314,810 



Eornioffs 
per capita. 



t409 
482 
597 
442 

404 
606 



490 



The Middle States having good markets also, and a longer term of labor, 
exclusively agricultural, during the year, average $686; the States of 
the Ohio Basin, with a fertile soil, yielding only $498; and the Southern 
States average but $267. I^eed the eastern farmer despond T 

After giving an interior view of the agricultural economy of this see* 
tiou, with the md of original facts from reliable souroes, a summary of 
practical conclusions will be presented. 

FABUINa m NOBTHEBN NEW ENGLAND. 

Maine.^^^r. H. 6. O. Smith, a farmer in York County, states that he 
knows of oases of successful farming in that region, but acknowledges 
the existence of a listless and despondent spirit in agricultural circles. 
He thus illustrates the situation, and distinguishes between real and 
psendoHumeis: 

Webster says a fanner is **0De who cnltiyates a farm ;'* but nsaffe Includes otbers than 
cBltivators. Tor example, we have (proceiy-fArmers, who spend fhor time diseneshiff better 
methods. Besd^fsiiDers sow their leed by thewaiyslde, and the fowlr deroar it; MlK«dfarm«> 
en do a litUe skimining and much bragging In addition to their regmlar business. Fastr 
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horse fanners run our agricaltural societies, seed in October, landlords gathering the har- 
vest. All these classes fail to make farming pay, and should be counted out. 

Least known, but not least in numbers or importance, are working farmers. They furnish 
bread and meat, pay the taxes, and live comfortably, unless, likelssacharof old, they volunta- 
rily crouch down between the social and political burdens of the day. Farming does not yield 
as much income as mechanical or mercantile pursuits, yet farmers, being more economical, 
lay up the most, seldom compromising with creditors. I suppose three-fourths of the regular 
formers in York County to oe substantially free from debt, while one-fourth, at leaat, nave 
money at interest. I estimate the average income at 3 per cent, on the capital invested, and $20 
per month for the man's labor, after deducting farm expenses. The remuneration is sufficient 
to support a family comfortably, provided thev live from the farm instead of the store ; but not 
sufficient to permit leisure or luxuries. Lack of these, the concentration of educational aiid 
religious privileges in the villages, fancied loss of social equality, heavy taxes, and, most of 
all, abanaonment of the homestead by children, combine to weaken the courage of New 
England farmers. 

Mr. Bobie Whitney, of Sebago Lake, GnmberlaDd County, gives as 
the opinion of a majority of the farmers of his county, that " farm- 
ing is not a paying occupation at the present time." He says that 
it was undoubtedly remunerative during the war, when currency was 
inflated, produce in demand, and prices high, but now that prices have 
fallen, Government bonds exempted ft'om taxation, and capital in rail- 
way and other securities secreted so extensively to evade taxation, the 
burden falls with crushing force upon the farmers; and the men of cap- 
ital, energy, and skill, who should lead the van of enterprising cultiva- 
tors, leave the ranks, hide their money, or invest it in other enterprises 
less heavily taxed or more remunerative. With faith in the capabilities 
of agriculture in Maine, and a recognition of certain advantages over 
the West, he still thinks the present time unfavorable for buying farms 
on credit and paying for them out of the profits of their culture. He 
supposes the purchase of a stocked farm by a young man at $3,000, 
with interest at 8 per cent., or $240, cost of clothing and other outside 
necessities, $365 : annual depreciation of property $100 ; unjust taxes, 
$50 ; a total of $v55 to pay annually before a dollar of the principal can 
be discharged. He thinks the prospect of clearing the farm a poor one, 
and desires the exemption of mortgaged farms from taxation. He gives 
the following example of the more prosperous class of fanners, Mr. 
Oharles Johnson, of Oorham, whose work Is done by himself and a son 
sixteen years of age : 

My farm consists of abont 115 acres of improyed land, divided into about 55 acres of 
g^rass and tillage, and 60 of pasture. I cut abont 55 tons of hay ; keep 8 cows, using 2| 
tons of hay each to winter them, 20 tons; one pair of oxen, 5 tons; two horses, kept the 
whole year, 6 tons ; four young cattle, 4 tons ; 12 sheep, 3 tons. Total 38 tons. 

This leaves a surplus of 17 tons, worth, in the barn, $ 14 per ton $238 00 

3 acres sweet com, 8,300 cans, at 4^ cents 373 50 

Milkfrom eight cows 600 00 

Profit on oxen 50 00 

Growth of young cattle, estimated at 30 00 

Profit of 12 sheep 84 00 

100 bushels of potatoes 50 00 

Total 1,425 50 

The land on which I raised my com was clay loam ; one acre was ground newly •broken, on 
which I put about eight cords of barn* vard manure, and spread and worked it well with 
plow and harrow, also 400 pounds of phosphate to the acre. The other two acres were 
planted to potatoes the year before, manure applied in the fall, and plowed in very shoal ; 
applied 400 pounds of phosphate to the acre. The expenses of meal for the stock, phos- 
phate, carriages, harnesses, fencing material, repairs on buildings and all other incidental 
expenses, are to come out of the above amount. I did my work with my eon, sixteen yean 
ola. This statement is for the year 1873. 

Mr. W. H. Johnson, of East Corinth, Penobscot, says farming has 
always paid, if properly conducted, and will pay even if done in a 8hif^ 

Digitized by LjOOQIC 



DOES FARMING IN NEW ENGLAND PAY? 191 

less and half-hearted way, for sach a farmer could not get a living in 
any other business. Half of the cultivators of his county do not farm 
well, for want of energy, skill, and a proper knowledge of tillage. He 
thinks the remuneration as certain as in any part of the country east of 
the Rocky Mountains. He cannot give an example in complete detail, 
as he does not know of a farmer who has kept an account of yearly ex- 
penditure and income. 

Mr. O. W. True, of Farmington, Franklin, deems the results of agri- 
cnlture as much dependent upon energy, skill, and the use of necessary 
capital, as any other business, and that with these requisites it brings 
prosperity. One of his neighbors said, as his testimony on the subject: 
'^I have six farms. Everything is done by hire on them, and with as 
equal skill as I can command. One pays 10 per cent.; the other five 3 
to 5 per cent.," showing, as he thought, that much depends upon the 
farm and its situation. 

Mr. James W.Ambrose, of Sherman Mills, Aroostook, the very " jump- 
ing-off place" of the Sunrise State, and highest latitude of the eastern 
portion of the United States, affirms the signal success of farmers there 
who conduct their business with energy and system. He writes as fol- 
lows : 

The iU saccess of many so-called farmers of New England, owes its origin to a lack of 
careful studjr of the business engaged in, and consequent lack of intelligent or well-directed 
efforts. While many of us occupy the first rank of intelligence in state or national affairs, 
many of us need ** posting up" in relation to our own business. We have in Maine about 
seventy thousand mrmers and one agricultural paper, while we support at least twenty 
political papers, besides all the other literary publications of the State. 

I will relate an example of successful farming which came under my own observation. 
A man, about thirty-five years of age, moved into this countv fourteen years ago with eight 
in his family to provide for. His capital consisted of about $33 in cash and an old horse 
worth about $^. He purchased wild land of the State at 50 cents per acre, payable in 
labor on the highway. He felled his trees, piled his logs by hand (having exchanged his 
horse for a cow,) and raised bis crop for the first few years entirely on burnt land. He 
practiced mixed husbandry, his wheat and vegetables being consumed at home, while his 
oats were sold to lumbermen. By the time he had grass to cut he had managed to procure 
a little stock to consume his hay, and has continued to consume his hay on the farm. His 
faim is well stocked with homed cattle and sheep. He has erected buildings at an expense 
of more than $2,000, is nearly free from debt, and is what we call an *' independent farmer." 
A grreat many other instances of successful farming in Aroostook County might be enumer- 
ated. 

New Hampshire. — The secretary of the New Hampshire Board of 
Agricnlture, Mr. J. O. Adams, sent to towns, in obedience to legislative 
requirement^ a statistical circular, involving the question of the profits 
of farming, that of the comparative tendency to emigration, and other 
practical inquiries, answers to which are published in his last annual 
report. Not all of the towns made returns, and some of the returns 
were silent or indefinite as to the profit of farming enterprise ', but a 
classification of one hundred and forty-one such answers presents a list 
of fifty -five towns in which none of the farmers are " making money," and 
one of fifty-three in which a few only are making headway in accumu- 
lation. Four eounties are represented by one prosperous farmer in each ; 
others by " one or two," " occasionally one," or " one in a hundred ;" 
fieven give percentages of money-makers ranging from 1 to 25 ; one re- 
ports one-third, another one-half, a third " more than half," and still 
another " a bare majority ;" while in others " a majority are saving a 
little," "farming pays," "some stock-farmers" are prospering. This 
^ves a fair idea of the report, and probably an estimate lower than 
the real proportion of farmers that save money in the several coun- 
ties, because the reports are evidently, in some instances, tinted with 
the bright hopefulness or tinged with the despondency of the reporters. 
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Hew Durham illustrates well the prevalent combination of agriculture 
with other industries, having seventy-live who are both farmers and 
shoemakers, and only thirty who are farmers solely ; and in Atkinson, 
these classes are respectively thirty and fifty-five. In Candia few farm- 
ers are prospering, because, among other reasons, they *' neglect their 
farms, and do not devote the time and money to them that they would 
to other business." At the same time the reporter acknowledges that 
farm-buildings are better than in former days, that such conveniences 
as sewing-machines in the house, and mowing-machines out of doors are 
common, and that there is more money at interest and less economy 
than formerly. In Hampton Falls, where farmers are said to be merely 
'* supporting their families," it is said that they " do not work all the 
time," and Uiat farming, ^< for the time and labor bestowed apon it, 
probably pays better than any other business conducted in a similar 
manner." The high price of labor is very generally deemed to obstacle 
to profitable farming, but in Kensington it is acknowledged that ^^those 
farmers in town who have had plenty of help in the house and out of 
doors, are about the only ones who have made any money by farming 
in the last few years." No farmers are making money in Sandown, for 
the reason that '^ their lands are worn out, or grown over with wood and 
bushes." In BoUinsford none are growing poor by farming, and nearly 
all are increasing their means, their cash products being garden- vegeta- 
bles, milk, fruit, and hay. The money-makers in Centre Harbor are 
stock-growers. The town clerk of Freedom is free to say, and sorry to 
say it, that no one in town is living solely from the farm, and that ^^there 
seems to be a lack of energy and enterprise." One farm in Tam worth 
is earning a profit without deterioration in growing white beans for mar- 
ket. In Dunbarton the best farmers agree that none are '^making 
money solely by faifming and at the same time keeping up the value ot 
their farms and supporting their families." They may not know an equal- 
ly indisputable fact, that scarcely one in a hundred of the laboring men 
of the world can do more than support their families ; and certainly not 
half of them can give their families as good a support as that enjoyed 
by Dunbarton farmers. 

Kear the cities a spirit of enterprise is caught from the prevailing 
activity. Market facilities are improved more wisely. In Manchester 
*< Many of the small farms pay better than the business of mechanicd.'^ 
In Claremont, farmers ^^ are saving more money than the average of 
mechanics and men engaged in mercantile pursuits who have an equal 
amount invested in their business and houses." The estimate of interest 
on farm-capital in Bochester and Eollingsford is 6 per cent. Un- 
fortunately there is no return from Concord, Nashua, Portsmouth, or 
Dover, where similar facts might be supposed to exist. In Bedford, 
near Manchester, 6 per cent, is realized, largely from milk, of which 
$85,000 worth annually is sold, and •< young people stay at home 
generally, because they can make farming pay." 

In nearly all these reports the continued exodus of farmeri^' sons is 
affirmed. In more than half specific estimates are made of the propor- 
tion emigrating. It amounts to nearly six-tenths, and it would probably 
be safe to say that more than half of the boys of the farms of New Hamp- 
shire leave their paternal acres. As might be expected, where the profit 
is largest the migration is least It is said that ^' farming pays in Hollis." 
Sequence : << Boys stand by the old homestead better than in neighbor- 
ing towns." This town is near Nashua, a manufacturing city; and 
Budson on the other side, yields *' 5 or 6 per cent., and fewer boys leave 
the farm than in many other towns." In Farmington <<no farmers are 
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makin^'inoney and snpportiug their families ; " conseqaently ^^ all leave 
town who know enough." 

The return of estimated percentage of profit or real rental value of 
farms is an exceedingly gloomy exhibit, in most cases making the profit 
nothing, and in a score or more of towns where profits were definitely 
estimated the average is about 3 per cent. In the whole State, on the 
basis of these returns, the average could not be 2 per cent. — indeed it 
could scarcely be more than 1. Very little reliance should be placed 
upon them, the universal idea being that one hundred days' labor in the 
fields, and two hundred or more in warming and feeding inmates of the 
honse and barn, should support and clothe and school a family, with 
advanced views of necessary comforts and admissible luxuries, and the 
surplus, if any, after deducting an additional sum to represent the i^rofits 
of CaboTj should be credited as profits of capitaL It is asking too much 
for the real productive labor done, the half a dozen or half a score of 
acres actually tilled, especially if a systematic starving of these acres is 
practiced. 

Ex:t)mine, for example, the labor-account and the list of products of 
that labor in the Dunbarton report: 

Average income. — Ope bnndred bushels corn, one hundred and fiftj bnshels potatoes, 
$190 ; 25 banhels of wh'eat, 75 bashels of oats. |95 ; growth of stock, $150; income of five 
cows, $200; pork sold, $:U). The growth of wood on this farm is small, say $50 ; inprove- 
ments, $60 ; fruit, $100; income ot kitchen-garden, $15. To this might be added 20 cords 
of woodt for fire, worth on the stump $20; making a sum total of $900 To this amount 
may be added house-rent, which I think should be reckoned in favor of the farm. 

ExpendUurts. — Labor of man and wife, $500, (a low estimate ;) first-class hired man, 
$15 per month; board in additioa, $12, amounting to $37 per month, or $444 per year; 
taxes, which are lower in this town than in most towns, flOO; blacksmith's bills. S25; 
wear and tear of tools, carts, carriages, harnesses, &c., $50 ; fertilizers, seeds, and grain, $50 ; 
annual repair of buildings, $50 ; to this should be added the help of two bovs belonging to 
the family, with some extra help by the day, &c., also the help of two girls in the house, 
who take the place of a girl hired, the whole beingreckoned low at $<i00 ; thus making the whole 
amoaot of the really necessary expenses of the farm $1,419, leaving a balance against the 
farm of $519. The question then comes, how does this farmer livef Well, how does hef 
Fire hundred and nineteen dollars against him in the management of the farm, to which 
may be added the interest of a $6,000 establishment, including farm, tools, carriages, stock, 
dc^c.,9360 more, amounting to $^9. Then there are the necessary expenses of the family, 
such as clothing, books and papers, schooling, groceries, and many other things, swelling 
the amount, perhaps, to the round sum of$l,500. To live, in the first place, the man and wife 
must cross out their salaries of $500 ; that of the children must also be erased, making $700, 
save a few dollars paid for extra help by the day and otherwise. Then the interest on the es- 
tate mast not be reckoned~^360 more, and we have $1,060. The board of the hired man is 
alao reckoned out, $144 more, giving a sum total of $1,204. There is still a deficiency 
which must be made up in various ways, of nearly $300: sometimes, by taking a few 
boarders in the summer, or by cutting and selling a little extra wood and timber, or m^re 
often, at the neglect of the educational interests of the family, or in the necessary rest or 
clothing of the housewife, or it may be sometimes by a little outside speculation. 

Here are three acres in corn, three in oats, one and a half in potatoes, 
about the same in wheat, or nine acres in cultivation, with the care of 
Ave cows ; and two men and two hoys, with the wife and two girls, as- 
sig^ued to do the work, and $1,144 placed to their credit in payment for 
tbis work. One black man in the South would be required to care for 
t^ce as many acres, and a white one in the West three times as many.* 
This looks too much like playing at farmiug, aod, perhaps, supposes the 
training of a Black Hawk trotter in summer, and a carnival of sleigh- 
riding in the long winter. It is diluting labor too much for profitable 
results. 

^ In California, on the Dr. Glenn farm, :)6,000 acres of wheat have been seeded for the 
harvest of 1875, with 1,000 mules and 300 men— one man to 120 acres and one mule to 36 
^zres* Five months can be employed in seeding if rains come early to soften the soil. ^ 
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The amount of false logic in these returns is fearful. Note the fol- 
lowing: <'If a 3'oung man should start in farming at twenty-one with 
$2,000, after ten years of hard labor he might have added to it |1,(K)0. 
Should he invest it at 8 per cent, and allow it to accumulate, by the 
time he was fifty-three years old he would be worth $32,000. Fanners 
could not make money like that." Of one hundred mechanics with in- 
comes from labor of $800 each, and from $2,000 invested of $160 each, 
how many would save the interest and be worth $32,000 at fifty-three 
years of age f Pix^bably^ not ten. The fact is, not one in ten, eitber 
farmers or mechanics, fail to expend nearly their whole income, year 
by year, through life, whether the income be large or small. In the 
case named above, of the young farmer, at the rate of increase ackuowl- 
edged not only as probable, but given as an average, he would be worth 
about $15,000 at seventy, which is a far greater sum than the average 
mechanic of that age can boast of possessing. 

If profits are in so many cases unsatisfactory, the evidence of these 
returns, as a whole and in detail, points to the fact that too little labor 
is employed, too little capital used, the land kept on half rations, and 
the gross cash returns for laud and labor little more than half what 
they should be. 

The skinning process is almost every where in vogue. All sorts of 
excuses are made for it. Their fathers did it. Labor costs too mach 
for good cultivation. Taxation is a discouraging disability and expense. 
United States bonds are exempt, and farms are not. Perhaps it would 
have been better if their interest had been made 7 per cent-, subject to 
taxation. Because patriotic men risked their money in perilous days in 
loaning to the Government, and obtained immunity from taxation as a 
poition of the interest, unpatriotic farmers who refused thus to risk their 
savings become discouraged and determine to skin their farms, sell 
their wood and timber, reduce their productiveness by converting their 
fertility into cash crops without any effort at recuperation, "get what 
money they can out of them, and let them go to the highest bidder, and 
store away the money, and hide it from taxation." Thus would they ^^ cut 
off their noses to spite their faces.'' Is this legitimate farming? ' Such 
feeling in Deering takes this form : "So long as every dollar of money 
which can be gleaned from the robbery of our farms and carried to the 
banks and by banks to build cities and railroails in the far West, and all 
the burdens of public taxes fall upon those who cultivate the soil, just 
so long will the occupation of the farmer here in New Hampshire be at 
a discount.'' This accumulation by skinning is an ultimate increase of 
poverty. Lyndeborough understands this : " The reason so little 
money is made is the want of more capital." Because fertility is de- 
creased and cash for labor-saving implements is lacking, one hundred 
dollars' worth of labor secured a return of $80, when the income should 
be $150. What per cent, is made on such an investment t 

Now, let us turn from these melancholy views to those more cheerful ; 
original letters on this subject, with bits of suggestive personal expe- 
rience, showing that shrewd and energetic farmers do make money from 
the granitic soil of New Hampshire. The following extract is from Mr. 
Levi Bartlett, of Warner: 

There are so idaqj contiog^ncies connected with the carrying on of farming, mannfact- 
uring, mercantile, and commercial pursuits, that, of the individuals engaged in any of the 
above-named enterprises, some will succeed, while others will as surely fail. But absolute 
failures among the farmers of New England In proportion to the numbers engaged in agri- 
culture, are vastly less in proportion to those engaged in other pnrsnits. Great changes 
have taken place in the last half-century. During that period great numbers of what were 
once considered good farms in this and other towns in this county have been given up as 
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(arms, the famfTi^ ^taparaed, the baildings removed, most of the lands turned ont to 
f^rasingr, and large portione of tha old fields are making a forest>growth. There are various 
reasons, too numerous to mention, wky things are so, but such are the facts, resulting in a 
decreasing population in all the long-settled Wwns in this section, unless large manufacturing 
establishments h ve been introduced into these towns. In such towns thej retain most of 
their native population, and largely increase it from outsiders, who have a strong desire to 
seek employment in manufacturing villages and cities, rendering farm-labor scarce and high- 
priced. 

But. on the other hand, there are in all these towns numerous enterprising, go-ahead farmers, 
who have naturally go«>d farms, and manage their affairs with energy and skill, that ** do 
make farming— legitimate farming— pay.'* Their tasteful, well finished and furnished 
bouses, costly barns, horses and carriages, herds and flocks, freeness from debt, money in- 
vested in banks or railroad-stock, or deposits in savings-banks, are proof positive that this 
class of New England farmers make farming pay, and such are found iu large numbers in 
all our towns. Most of this class pursue what is termed ** mixed husbandry,*' though many 
make wool-growing a specialty. Some others, where favorably located, make the sale of 
hay an object, and this they accomplish without decreasing the fertility of their farms. 

Mr. J. F. Dodge, of Nashua, N. H., averages a product of about $400 
per annum from two acres, a little more than half of which is cultivated 
in common garden -vegetables, and the remainder, a steep hill-side, util- 
ized as an apple-orchard. He makes the following statement, showing 
receipts of |l30 from less than one-fourth of an acre and a few days' 
work, and a net profit, after allowing for interest on $1,000 per acre, at 
the rate of $366 per acre : 

The soil is a fine sandy loam, light, warm, and deep, cnltivatedabout forty years in suc- 
cession, replenished annually with about four cords stable-manure to the acre. May VH^ 
]t:^3, 1 planted about thirty-six square rods in Boston marrow squashes. The manure was 
spread and plowed in, plowing teu inches deep ; hills seven or eight feet apart, and but two 
or three plants left iu a hill after danger from bugs was past ; used in each hiil two shovelfuls 
well-prepared night-soil, mixing well with the soil, and making broad, deep bills. Both the 
siriped audblack bugs were plenty. The striped were kept off pretty effectually by sprink- 
ling dust from beside the hills on the youug vines while the dew was on. The black ones, 
or ** pumpkin-bugs," were trapped and dispatched by placing a shingle close to the vines 
in each hill, on the under side of which the stupid fellows were sure to be found early in the 
moruing. or later, if the weather was cool or cloudy, ready for the application of another 
shingle carried in the hand. The first of the crop was gathered Auj^ust 12, the last about 
tba Idt of October. Much of the cultivation was done with a wheel-hoe. 

Sales of squashes, at about |2.50 per hundred weight $130 43 

Beuna, coru, cabbage, tomatoes, and mustard 9 6S 

Total 130 U 

Interest on land, at rate of $1,000 per acre $13 50 

Stable-manure and night-soil 12 00 

Plowing, hauling, and spreading manure 3 75 

Seed, fl.lri; bean-poles, 20 cents 1 38 

Labor, at |2 per day 15 40 

Carting squashes 1 75 

47 7« 

Net proceeds 82 33 

Mr. O. A. J. Vaughn, of Laconia, who has enjoyed peculiar facilities 
for knowing the financial standing of farmers in bis region, makes some 
saggestive statements, showing increase in individual wealth of the most 
substantial character, even with due allowance for some inflation of 
values : 

I look upon the assertion that ** farming does not pay*' as a senseless cry. There is 
DO doubt whatever but that a farmer in New Hampshire, with the same labor that is be- 
stowed on a farm in the Western States, can make mure money than his western competitor. 
It requires about four times as much product West to realise a dollar as it does in ^Mf^t^VU 
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and the same labor there will not produce foar times aa maeh. There never wan a lime io 
the history of this State when farming paid better than darinj^^ the last ten or tweiya yearn. 
Farmers in that time, who have worked as their fathers worked on the same farms, or oiber;i 
fast as gpood, have made more money than their fathers or grandfathers evfr did or ever 
hoped to. Every kind of product has fonnd a ready sale at home at the hif^hest price Thoaa 
who have not sown have not reaped, or, in other words, those who have not labored have not 
grown rich — while those who have labored have found a profitable harvest. 

Some of the most wealthy men in Belknap County are farmers, and have made their money 
exclusively by that occupation. Let me give an instance. In I860, a farmer in an ad- 
joining town, Gilford, gave to the census marshal on his entire estate $5,500 in value. In 
1870, the same man gave it in at $:iO,000. The increase in his wealth had come solely from 
farming. There had been no increase in the value of his land, except as he had added to 
his acres. His land had a better producing quality, but per acre would not have sold 
higher, nor would it now, than in 1H60. His was a general farming business. If he had 
any specialty, it was wool-growing, a few cattle, and occasionally a horse, and a little haj. 
Another farmer in the same town, in I860, gave his estate at $'^0,000 ; in 187(1! he gave it st 
$60,000. Some portion of this increase is due to a rise in the value of a piece of tiuiber-land, 
but is largely due to his purely farming business. So throughout this whole town an ex- 
amination of the census-returns shows that on an average the farmers considerably more 
than doubled their estate in that decade. 

A farmer in Gilmanton, same county, commonced, at the age of twenty-one years, on a 
small farm in that town. It is true he labored hard, as did hi.'* helpmate in life. He stuck 
by his farm; but not closer than does a good mechanic to his trade, or the average profes- 
sional man to his calling. All his accumulations he added to his farm, either in improve- 
Bients or increase of acreage. He had no income except from his land and labor. He died 
recently, at the age of sixty-five. The little farm had grown to 1,000 acres, with three good 
Bets of farm-buildings on it, and the real estate was worth, even at the low rates at which 
Innd is held, more than $20,000. What amount of personal estate he left is not known. 
He cut on an average 200 tons of hay a year, and fed it on his farm to his own stock, keep- 
ing from 75 to 100 head of neat stock, 10<i to 200 sheep, work-horses, &c. He got his money 
from the sale of stock, horses, work and wool, with some, but not much, grain, He real- 
ized nothing from the sale of wood or timber, as he was too remote from market to sell these 
to advantage. He rarely used artificial fertilizers, keeping up the quality of bis land by the 
use of barn-yard and stable manure. The same thing in regard to fertilizers is tme of muat 
of our most successful farmers. 

Persistent farming, like persistent labor at anything else will bring its sure reward. It 
opens no sudden roful to great wealth. The instances I have given are but .fair examples ol 
what may be found in all the towns in this county. 

The more enterprising managers of small farms in each town are 
fairly represented in the case presented by Mr. Kimball Webster^ of 
Hudson : 

** Does farming pay in New Hampshire ?*' is a question almost certain to be answered nega- 
tively by the careless, the indolent, and the unsystematic farmer; but within our own town- 
limits I can point to a score of farmers who are making farming pay by exercising a dne 
amount of skill and judgment; no more, however, than any other branch of business would 
require to make it a sue -ess, and giving due attention and energy, and devoting their labor 
exclunively to their farminsr interests. 

As an instance ot successful farming, I cite the case of Lucien M. Tolles, one of my 
neighbors. His farm, some seven years since, cost him $6,500. His stock and tools are 
probably worth from $1,500 to $2,000, making the amount of capital invested something 
over $8,000. In the year ending April 1, 1874, he produced and sold 2\Md2 quarts of milk 
for $1,281 ; 750 bushels of potatoes, $470; 900 dozeu eggs, $250; beef and pork, $100. 
Total, $2,101. The expenses were: hired help, $160; interest on investment, about $500; 
wear and tear of tools, &c.. $150 ; grain bought, $:)00; taxes, $67 — total, $1,177. Balance 
in favor of farm, including his own labor, $924. In this estimate, which is from his own fig- 
ures—and he keeps a strict account — is not included many small amounts for produce sold 
and consumed at home. He keeps about twelve cows and two horses, selling milk and con- 
suming all his hay on the farm ; raising potatoes and buying the principal part of the grain 
consumed. He keeps about one hundred hens, and some years uuys some manure. Ilia 
farm is constantly increasing in fertility and value. 

Here is mention of a hill-farm in Snilivan County, of roagh land, 
valued at only $12 per acre, conducted in the old-fashioned way. The 
cash-receipts appear to be all derived from farm-stock, of which very 
little is from the dairy, the care of which consists of fee<ling in winter, 
sheep-shearing in spring, and, perhaps, hog-killing in autumn. The 
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<< mixed hoBbandry" helps feed the family, and very little cash is paid 
oat for living-expenses. The letter is from Mr. J. M. Wilmarth : 

If the third annual report of the New liampshire board of a^icnHnre is to be relied on, 
ftrminfp does not pay in this State. Bat mj field of operation is limited to that part of New 
Hampsliire included in the county of Sullivan, and here, as far as my obserration extends, 
farmio^, as generally conducted, does not yield a very generous return. Those who follow that 
oeeupation support their families and but little more, but where farmers exhibit a reasonable 
amoaot of diligence, skill, and economy, they live as comfortably and are as apt to accu> 
mnlate profits as our mechanics. They form the most independent class among us, are but 
little affscted by panics, and have no need of bankrupt-laws for their relief. One reason 
whj farming pays so little in this part of the country is the imperfect manner in which it is 
eondQcted. As a general thing the farms are too large, and wages, in doors and out, are 
too high to make farming profitable. 

A fanner in our county, of thirty years' experience in farming, has a farm of 500 acres, 
▼shied at $6,000, exclusive of wood-land ; livestodc valued at $2,000, and has followed a 
ijitem of mixed husbandry. The following table exhibits the annual average receipts and 
expeoditares for the last five years : 

INCOME. EXPENDITURES. 



Fromfheep $.^00 

' horses 150 

" cattle 100 

" dairy 75 

•• hogs 125 

** poultry 100 

Profit of boarding 125 

Betterment of the farm 50 

Total $1,225 



Interest on farm |360 

Interest on livestock J20 

Hired labor 450 

Taxes 125 

Use of farming- tools 50 



Total $1,105 



Leaving as profit $120 in favor of the farm. 

Mr. J. L. Hersey, of Carroll County, thus notices a farm in Tam- 
worth : 

The Hubbard farm, in Tamworth, now occupied by Pike Perkins, contains about 
four hundred acres, and is so level that from his door one can gase over the most of it. 
Last jear he cut one hundred ton^ of hay, mostly by machinery, that would have sold for 
|I5 per ton ; three hundred bushels of corn, that would sell at $1 per bushel ; three hundred 
boabels of potatoes ; one hundred and twelve bushels of beans, that sold at the house for $4 
per bushel. Wheat and oats he did not find out the number of bushels, but presumes in a 
like proportioa. He wintered fifty-one head of cattle. Out of that number were ten yoke of 
oxen and six cows, three horses that would command a high price in the market, twenty- 
thrve head of sheep in fair condition. Uis barn is a model of neatness. Mr. Perkins 
clears $1,000 per year. Now, who will say that farming does not pay f Only the man 
who lacks energy. 

Here is a record of moderate gains, by an unambitious effort in a quiet 
way, similar to scores of others in every community, as reported by Mr. 
B. G. Cochran, of Francestown, Hillsborough County : 

A friend of mine took possession of a farm, some $2,500 in debt. He expended enough 
more to pat a cellar under a very large barn, and at once oomnienoed placing soil, sand, 
and whatever would add to the value of his manure, under his cattle and horse siables, and 
in his barn -yard. By this course, with thorough culture and top-dressing, for some fifteen 
yearn be sapported his family, a wife and several children, his tather and mother, paid off 
ilie debt, and found his farm producing double its original yield. From some experience 
and extensive observation it is my opinion that farming does pay as well or better than 
moat kinds of business in all that constitutes real independence, health, and moral and 
mental atreni^th. 

Another farmer, Mr. B. Frank Brown, of Tilton, tells us how in seven 
years he brought up a farm that could feed but one cow to the point of 
carrying twelve to twenty : 

There is only now and then a farmer in New England who makes his business pay, for 
the rea^n that he does not ^o at it with that energy, forethought, and perseverance wliioh 
eharacteriaea the actions of our merchants and business men generally. The average- 
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farmer works well a few months and takes his ease the rest of the year. Most of them tread 
the beaten paths of their forefathers ; they do not think for themselves and act on the result 
of thought, like merchants. The farmer shonld understand his soil and know what it is adapted 
to raise to the best advantage ; then concentrate his force in the right direction. Seven 
years ago I purchased some worn-out soil, (light,) about thirty acres. I raised only enoiiich 
to keep one cow the first winter. I began to tuni everything about the premises adapted to 
fertilizing to the best account. I turned the sink-water into the barn-cellar upon plenty of 
loam, and put a few hogs to work upon the loam. At first I bought corn to feed my hogs, 
and was careful to have loam enough for the absorption of all liquids which came in cou- 
tact with it. The hogs brought enough to pay for the com, and what they did for me was 
profit, as I was able to raise my fodder. I bought more cows and put loam for bedding and 
to absorb the liquid manure which went into the cellar, where the hogs could work it over. 
I have not kept many hogs, but generally from five to ten. I have bought very little of i\m 
commercial fertilizers, and what I have bought has cost at least double what it would have 
cost me to produce its value with loam and hogs. I have bought some ashes, and woold 
itiuch rather have money laid out in ashes at 25 to 30 cents per bushel than any eommereial 
fertilizer at any market-price. I keep the dressing as near the top as possible and harrow 
it in. I believe in top-dressing grass just before the fall-rains, or in the spring after the 
glass is up far enough to shield it from the sun. I have treated my laud as above stated, 
and now I am raising enough to keep from twelve to twenty oows fro*!! the same land 
that only produced enough for one seven years ago. If I raisiMl com I should buy a little 
superphosphate of lime to give it a start m the spring, unless my ground was very rich. 
As a rule it costs so much that the farmer cannot afford to buy it. Grass is usually the 
best crop in New England. Farmers should have a few tons of hay to sell, and buy 
western com with the proceeds, and if they can hire money at 5 per cent, (its real cash- 
value) they may find it profitable to hire it to buy com at 75 cents to $1 per bushel to feed 
hogs. But they must keep the dirt-cart busy, and they must keep the manure-heap under 
cover where it will not go to waste. A farmer may as well put his bank-notes in the fire as 
leave his manure-heap under the eaves-droppings of the buildings. 

Mr. George Gilbert, of Keene, while acknowledging that farming 
does not pay well in New Ilampsliire as at present conducted, attrib- 
utes the failure to con8ervativeroutiue,a non-adaptation of crops to soils 
and circumstances, and a tendency to unnecessary expenditure above 
income : 

The profits of farming depend, in a great measure, on a judicious management of the 
farm, but the ha$i8 of success is raising the particular crops for which the land to be cul* 
tivated is peculiarly adapted, and the produce most in command at a convenient market, 
or what can most prontably be turned into money; but it will not answer to follow 
any fixed routine of farming regardless of circumstances. What would work well in one 
location would bring disaster in another. Manv persons having been accustomed io 
youth to performing work in a certain method, think there is no other way in which it can 
be done ; and this class of persons, with one idea, is not small among us. Every man who 
has a farm of any extent, from two to two hundred acres, must have his plot of potatoes, 
com, oats, &c., regardless of the expense of cultivating each particular lot, or of the value 
of the crop after it is harvested. The hoe is in reanisition for the greater part of the labor 
necessary to raise each plant matured on the farm, from the time the first furrow is opened 
in the spring until the last tuber is stored in the cellar, at a cost of almost ceaseless toil, 
when a judicious selection of a proper crop and thi^ use of appropriate machinery would 
have secured a harvest of much greatcAr value with far less expense. 

There are but few places on the lines of transportation from the West where a farmer can raise 
•corn with any profit. He can purchase it at a price less than the cost of raising it ; but that does 
not imply that he can raise no other crop advantageously. If he has land natural to grass, 
he can cultivate that with profit in almost every location ; especially if he has pasturing for 
cattle during the summer ; and the cattle will turn all the grass into manure, and still leave 
a large per cent, of its value on the premises in the form of a valuable manure-heap ; then, 
with the manure and time necessary to secure a com-crop, he can raise double its value of 
the best of English hay or clover ; which, with a small addition of the western com, will 
in the course of the winter convert his cattle into handsome beeves, filling his pockots with 
money in their sale, and still leave all the fertilizing elements of the hay, with the addition 
of the western corn in a valuable compost-heap, for the prospective growth of larger future 
•crops. As a general rule hay will pay better as a crop in the majority of locations than any- 
thing else. 

I would not convey the idea that the hay is to be sold and carried off to bring back the 
money ; but as a rale should be fed to a stock of animals selected with reference to the de- 
mands of the neighboring marketr, either raising young cattle, or fattening older ones ; 
unless one lives in the immediate vicinity of a village where manure can be purchased at a 
reasonable rate, in which case there will he no danger of impoverishing the laud by the 
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nie of the bay. Where larp^e quantities of milk and butter are reqmred in the market, a 
stock of good dairy-cows will pay well for a portion of the farmers to keep. Beef can be 
raised by any farmer cheaper than he can purchase it, if he will take pains to save every thinf 
left by a fattening animal in the form of mannre, greatly increasing his fertilizers at a smaU 
cost. On every farm remote from market, raising sheep for wool and mutton can be tho 
leading object if the pastures are high and dry, for such alone can be good sheep-pastures. 
By carefdlly selecting breeding-ewes, and fattening all others as fast as they arrive at mature 
age, or as circumstances may require, fattening all the wether-lambs during their first winter, 
ft person can often clear $2 per head net profit from his whole fl<»ck with but little trouble. 
Perrons often make $4 per head, net profit, on selected flocks in fattening. 

On most farms frnit can be raised at a small cost far more abundantly than is done at 
present. Not one-tenth part of the population make any strenuous efforts to increase the 
qaantity or improve the quality of such fruits as we have. 

8ngar*maples, growing by the fences around pastures and by roadsides, would, with a 
•mall primitive cost and a little after-care, make a source of revenue greater than is at pres- 
ent obtained from the whole farm without them, aside from the picturesque beauty they 
would everywhere add to the country. The wood of the sugar- maple is among the best for 
fuel, is very valuable as lumber for various mechanical purposes. 

But there is one seiions cause for so many failures in all parts of Mew England, and in 
sU daeses of society. We are, as a people, fast running into reckless extravagance. Our 
wants are mostly for the lunuries of life, and for display. Fickle fashion holds sway over 
most of our young people. We have forgotten that we are a plain, republican people, with 
the physical, moral, religious, civil, and political health of the future of our country as well 
as of our own children in our keeping : and our thoughtlessness is on the road to ruin. If we 
but observe the rules of economy and act wisely, I think the road from Now England to 
Eden is no farther than from Florida, Indiana, or California. 

VermatU. — ^The enterprising and systematic farmers of the Green 
Moantains are prosperous, althoagh the State is almost exclusively agri- 
cultural. General or mixed farming is in vogne, usually with some 
prominent crop for a cash surplus, and such specialties as gilt-edged 
batter, pedigree merinos, and Morgan horses. 

Mr. Z. E. Jameson, of Irasburg, Orleans, reports the management of 
a vorn-out farm near his own, purchased nineteen years ago by Mr. G. 
B. Brewster, who, after a series of discouragements and failures, in- 
creased the productive capacity of his sterile acres to 25 bushels per 
acre of wheat, 70 of oats, 70 of corn, 300 of potatoes, and 900 of turnips, 
and the value of his estate from a few hundred dollars to 1 15,000. 

Mr. Safford, whilom a member of the Yenuoiit Board of Agriculture, 
bought contiguous tracts of land for $6,500, which are now worth 
820,000, with a manifold increase of stock-carrying capacity, and large 
additions of barn accommodations and improvements. 

Mr. J. A. Child, of Wey bridge, Addison, says, after extensive obser- 
vation east and west, that he has never seen anywhere better evidences 
of prosperity and wealth, as shown by fertile and well-kept farms and 
substantial buildingfa, than in the counties bordering on Lake Cham- 
plain, where farms sell at $10 to $30 per acre, and not uufrequently at 
$100. 

Mr. Jouathan Lawrence, of Passumpsic, Caledonia, says that hundreds 
of farmers in his regicm made money during the war, while many bought 
additional farms, and find it less easy to pay for them than they had 
bo|>ed. He gives a statement from Mr. E. A. Parks, showing an income 
of $12,265 from 325 acres, and expenses, amounting to $1,400, inclnding 
9600 as interest on investment, leaving $805 above legal interest on cost 
of farm. One item is $1,490 from fifteen cows. 

Mr. Samuel S. Keltou, of East Montpelier, Washington, thus gives 
his views and facts in illustration : 

I will Bay that fanning pays as well as any other hnsiness wonld in the same hands. As 
m class the farmers are as well off as any other ; and in proportion to numbers there are 
less very rich and less very poor, a much larjfer proportion well-to-do. Their position, finan- 
cially and socially, is very mach better than fifty years ago. Enterprising young men, 
who do not reeoive parental or other assistance, work for hire until they save a thousand or 
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two, buy a farm worth $4,000 to l|S,000, put on ten to twenty cows, and by middle ai^e are 
out of debt and have reared a family bred to industry. A large proportion do not do so 
well ; neither would they in any other business. It is the man, not the business, that tells. 
You ask for an example of success. In 1857 the writer^s near neighbor died. His estate, 
appraicsed at $!!$,000 real, $2,000 personal, was bought by his oldest son, (aged twenty-three 
years,) who gave his notes for $H,000, took an incumbrance of $1,500, (the estimated sap- 
purt of a relative,) and paid $500 = $10,000. He kept a dairy stock, a few sheep, raised 
some colts, paid all his debts, bought an adjoining farm at $6,000. This man is now forty 
years of age. His farm of over three hundi-ed acres would sell for $16,000. He has forty 
head of cattle, five horses, and some sheep, and does not owe as much as his personal prop- 
erty is worth. This I call success. You may think it small business, but remember we 
live in a small State, and do business in a small way. 

Mr. E. B. Towie, of West Berkshire, Franklin, gives an instance of 
a young man bnying a farm entirely on credit, in disregard of croakers, 
and with a result immediately successful : 

Mr. Reuben Chaffee, a young married man, seven years ago purcha!«e«1 a farm of eighty 
acres in the town of Enosburgh, paying therefor $3,000. He only nad sufficient capital to pur- 
chase stock and farming implements, running in debt for the land. It was a dry, gravelly 
soil, with some intervals of meadow ; produced good crops of grain, and had good pastures. 
The purchase was considered as a wild speculation by his neighbors, who predicted failora 
as the result. He keeps usually twelve good cows, from which are annually made fortv 
50-pouud tubs of butter. This is the principal product of the farm, and, one year wiih 
another, will amount to $600. The hay and grain are fed on the farm, but no feed is par- 
chased. Excellent care is taken of the cows, Hud good maaainiiieDt generally is exhibited 
upon the farm. Of the original sum paid for the farm only |700 now remains to be pro- 
vided for, which is doing exceedingly well under the circumstances. I might, of coarse, 
have found a farmer who had done a larger business, but thought this would be of mors 
importance, as showing what has been accomplished without capital by the exercise of 
labor, economy, and good management. There is no question but that good farming will 
pay in New England. The great want with most farmers is capital. With this rightly used, 
much more could be accomplished. 

SOUTHERN NE\V ENOLAND. 

Massachusetts. — Returns from all parts of Massachusetts are (till 
of illustrations of successful effort in agriculture, were further proof 
necessary. In one instance a farmer says he purchased 350 acres 
seven years previously for $12,000, with stock and tools $15,000, and 
could pay but $2,000 down. He had a dairy of 40 cows, and made 
some maple-sugar. His expenses at the start were $100 per month, and 
his receipts $200. He had no difficulty in paying his notes as they 
became due, and eventually resold the place to the former owner, who 
had returned disgusted from the West. 

Mr. Allen Look, of West Tisbury, Dukes, acknowledges many iii- 
stunc^es of agricultural industry in his county, and believes it would be 
general if fanning were properly conducted. He finds sheephusbandrr 
a profitable branch, and reports a flock of 100 ewes that had the previous 
year 100 lambs that were sold for $300, and 300 pounds of wool for $150 
more ; the cost of keeping being but a small portion of the gross pro- 
ceeds. He mentions a field of three acres of bush-land, dressed with a 
compost of fish and peat, and sown with clover and timothy, yielding 
twelve tons of hay, sold for $240. With a similar top-dressing the next 
year, twelve tons and $360 were obtained. The land unbroken was con- 
sidered nearly worthless for any other purpose. From a strawberry- 
patch ot 25 rods, 15 bushels and 20 quarts of fruit brought $100.20, at 
the rate of $S41 per acre. He declares it to be easier to get #100 in 
cash now than $50 twenty-five years ago. He hits the nail which con- 
fines this whole secret of farm-profits in saying, ^^ I thiiik extravagance 
has very much to do with the success of farmers, for it does not matter 
how much one gets from his farm if he is bound to spend it all." 
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Mr. William SattOD, of IpBwich^ Efisex, adds the following testimony 
to the snccess resalting from iBtelligent effort: 

It is nndoiibtedlj trae that negligent farminfr is ererywhere unprofitable, bat I think it is 
equally certain that in New England, as elsewhere, the industrious, economical, and intel- 
ligent farmer is amply repaid for his toil. We may not here be able to boast of the remark- 
able crops which are sometimes exhibited in sections where a more generous soil awaits the 
labor of the hunbandman, but steady, unremitted cultivation of our better class of farms has 
in repeated instances resulted in prosperity and wa&Uh. I have now in mind the cases of 
two families, in my own immediate vicinity, (the Wares and Kings,) who have acquired 
ample fortunes iu legitimate farming. The several brothers of these families, (and they 
number six in the latter instance,) are among the most prosperous of our people, and they 
have gained their fortunes entirely by the cultivation of the soil. They have been, in both 
families, engaged in the specialty of market-gardening, which they have followed from their 
youth up. And their success answers affirnuUively and decidedly the question, *' Does farni- 
iog pay in New England f " I may mention also that in this town of Ipswich are instances 
of very successful farming in the hay-crop. 

Mr. N. S. Hubbard, of Brimfield, HampdeOi makes the following state- 
ment : 

In reply to the first (question I answer in the affirmative and also in the negative. And 
the same can be said ot any other branch of industry. If the farmer puts forth the same 
energy that is exerted in other branches of industry, and uses bis brain as well as his mus- 
cles, be will be sure of fair snccoHS although he cannot become suddenly rich. But there 
are advantages not to be found by the professional or business man. He partakes of the 
fruits of bis own garden, field, and orchard, fresh, and which his own hands have cultivated, 
and is also comparatively free from the cares and perplexities of the business and professional 
man. In this immediate vicinity the dairy, perhaps, pays the best of anything in fanning. 
Milk is sold for the city market or manufactured into butter and cheese, and is worth for that 
purpose 2^ cents per quart in summer, and in some cases a trifle more ; in winter from 34 
to 4 cents for the city markets. This gives a product of from $45 to $75 per cow, and in 
some cases as high as $100. These prices, although low, give the farmer a tair income, and 
were it not for the fact that taxes fall proportionately heavy on the farmer, he would feel 
greater courage in his business. The most valuable of all crops in this vicinity, or oven in 
Massachusetts, is the grass and hsy crop. 

Mr. David Folger, of Nantucket, gives some account of agriculture 
ou that island, with a chapter in his own experience : 

Like other basiness, farming, to be successful, must be managed with skill, energy, per- 
severance, and the necessary capital to furaish all the .modern machines for cultivating and 
securing the crops in season, thereby saving an immense amount of hand-labor. If carried 
on in this way, I reply that farming in this cointy will pay, provided the farmer has capital 
to avail himself of the advantages which nature has provided in the way of fertilizers ; for 
it must be admitted that to farm successfully in New England the farmer must have ma- 
nure. The ocean throws up to us immense quantities of sea-weed and kelp during the fall 
and winter, the latter of which is a natural tertilizer, and can be applied as a top-dressing 
for grass-land, plowed in for hoed crops. The sea-weed is very valuable when dry for bed - 
ding for horse** and cattle, and when worked iuto the barn-cellar, and composted with the 
droppings, makes a valuable manure. Our winters are so mild that most of the time the 
farmer*ii teams may be employed drawing onto the farm from this source a vast amount of 
material for enriching his crops and covering his grass-land with a never-failing top-dress- 
ing. I will give a bnef account of my own plan of farming, with the average amount of 
crops for the last six or seven years, as it is not a fair statement to give the money-value of 
crops for one year, for, like 1873, it may be a partial failure from want of rain, or the farmer 
may have been making improvements from which he does not look for returns until the 
succeeding year. 

I have 60 acres, the soil of which varies, well adapted to dairy- farming, which branch of 
fanning I rely on mainly for my income. My stock consists on an average of ten cows, 
with a sufficient number of horses to do all the teaming, which is a large part of the work 
done on the farm, hauling from the ahores kelp and sea-weed, which I use in every possible 
^ray, and always at a profit. Our cows are pastured on the farm, and from June to Decem- 
ber require but little fe^d in the barn; as I top-dress my grass-land with compost manure 
or kel^, I allow my cows to crop the grass until winter, which usually gives them luxu- 
riant fall-feed, the frost holding off on our island till very late, rarely freezing the grass 
until December, often until Christmtis. Our winter-feed is as much English hay as they 
ivant, with two quarts of corn-meal and two quarts of shorts, twelve quarts of beets or car- 
rots per day. The surplus hay that is sold piiys the grain-bills. About one-half of the 
milk is sold at 6 cents per quart ; the remainder is made into butter, which sells readily at 
&0 cents per pound. Sales of pork average 3,000 pounds, at 10 cents per pound. j 
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I usaally have abont six acres of tillag^e, breaking up two or three acrpe of sward each 
year, and returning the same amount to graM again ; pUnt corn on the award-land after 
plowing in manure, and the crop has averaged 60 bushels shelled com to the acre. The second 
ear I plaat potatoes, carrots, and mangel- wurtsel ; for potatoes I plow in manure, plant in 
ills under kelp, cultivate both ways with horse; the crop averaging 250 bushels marketable 
potatoes. I have got 350 bushels of Jacksons from an acre. I raise some carrots for the 
Dorses and for first feeding the cows in winter, the crops averaging 800 bushels to the acre, 
I rely mainly on the mangolds, planted in drills, on loamy land, hoavily manured, and get 
an average of 1,600 bushels to tbe acre. I have got 3,d00 bushels from an acre. Our most 
important crop is hay, to the growth of which we devote a large part of the labor on the 
farm. The climate of this island is well suited for grass, and a larger portion of the soil 
bears goi>d paying crops upon the application of fertilisers; my average crop is about three 
tons to the acre; I often cut four tons; the second crop grows readily on the old meadows 
that have been dressed. We always cut some, but my practice is to turn the cows on, for 
our mild winters rarely injure the roots of the grass, and a top-dressing makes all good 
again. 

Mr. William Bacon, of Bichmoud, Berkshire, refers to instances in 
which farmers have commenced without capital, exce(>t health and 
plnck, who have raised and educated families, and retired in the merid- 
ian of life to enjoy a comfortable old age. He gives the following 
facts: 

Some years ago Mr. A., came to this town and nnud a farm. His small capital had 
been gained by renting farms. In a few years he bought one of the best farms in town, pat 
the fences in good condition, built an expensive house, knpt out of debt, raised and well 
edncated a family of six children, bought more land, and died worth $15.0i)0 This was all 
done by farming in New England. Another case : Mr. B. commenced the world with no 
capital, but his own strong arms and hands, and a strong determination to succeed. At his 
fibther*s death he received a legacy of $1,000 ; has brought up a family; helped his sons in 
the outfit of life, and has just retired from business at the ago of 65 with $7,000 now on 
band. Mr. C. bought a farm entirely on credit, paid for it from its productions; bought 
another farm; paid down for it; done by farming, and no other means. Mr. D.was the 
son of a foreigner. His father was industrious, frugal, and strictly honest. His wife was 
an American, of good stock. Mr. D. was well educated^ but early taught that his success 
must depend on his own resources. Hired out for a few years to g^t a start; kept an ob- 
serving eye open and active hands busy. At the age of less than thirty-five years be is 
owner of a farm worth $7,000, well stocked, and is making money fast enough by farming 
to satisfy any reasonably honest man. Mr. E. is a farmer, about thirty-five yeani old ; has a 
sick wife, unable to do the labor of farmers* wives. His business is farming ; says he in- 
tends to clear $500 a year, and averages that amount. Need I extend the illustrations far- 
ther f There are plentv of such cases, no doubt, in all towns. I have lately inquired 
among the Shakers, and their uniform answer is, ** Yes, farming can be and is profitabl e.'* 

Why should not farming be profitable in New England f We have a large population, to 
feed and clothe, which brings a market for everything the market can produce to our very 
doors, so there is no drawback for a market. Everything raised on the farm and garden 
finds ready sale at good prices ; and here permit me to show the difference a few years have 
made. A farmer once told me he thought the then paying price for apples, 12 cents per 
bushel in the orchard or 16 in market, made it a good business. Now all the apples on those 
trees, and the same varieties, will bring $1 per bushel on the tree and much more in the 
market. I have known potatoes to sell at from 16 to 25 cents per bushel : the latter was 
considered a high price. Now, they are seldom less than 50 cents per bushel, and often |l. 
Turnips, that I have known to range from 6 to 12 cents per bushel, are now worth 50 oenu, 
a standard price. Carrots, beets, &c., the same. Hay, once selling from $4.50 to $6 in the 
meadow, ready to draw, is now worth from $12 to $15, and last year $20 per ton. S3triw, a 
drug a few years ago, disposed of at what the purchaser would give, is now worth $20 per 
ton. So we see that many of Uie productions of the farm have, in one man*s life-time, yes, 
in half that period, doubled and often yery much more than doubled in value. Thirty years 
ago oats were a drug in the market at 30 cents per bushel, now the prices range from 65 to 
75, and so on in everything. 

Much of our New England land, especially in the hill towns, has been hard run, without 
anvthing being done to keep up the condition of the soil. Such lands are very cheap. The 
only objection to them is, first, we have later springs, which makes plowed crops more nu- 
certain, but for grass they are excellent. Then, when they are away from railroads a dis- 
advantage is seen. New England now requires enormous quantities of beef for its con- 
sumption, and beef can be raised on these hills to a good profit. In so doing all the manure 
can be saved and applied in top-dressing, and so keeping up the fertility of the soil. 

BJiode Inland. — There are some good fanners in this litde State, 
who are comfortable, and even thriving. A very moderate and oon* 
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nerratire view is here taken by Mr. George A. Brown, of Middletown, 
Newport County, who nnconsciously biuts at high profits of agricultare 
in an expectation of anything like a surplus equal to the cost of labor of 
the farmer and his family, while apparently forgetting that nineteen 
out of twenty in other occupations have nothing left at the end of the 
year to show for the labor of the year : 

It does pHj when carried on jadiciouflly and economically, and yet I am nnacqnainted 
tr\th a single instance that has occanred within the limits of my observation in which a farmer 
hte, for any considerable number of years, saved a cash profit equal to the market-prices 
of the labor expended by himself and family, and 6 per cent, of the whole amount of capital 
invested in the farm and stock in trade. I know that farmers do sometimes accumulate a con- 
siderable property by some means, such as trading in cattle, speculating in tiie products of 
other farms, or hiring farms at a rental of less than 2 per cent., and frequently less shan ^ 
per cent, of their value, or by carrying on the business by the labor of himself and family, 
which, in some instances within my observation, would amount to $1,000 and even $1,500 
per year, if hired at the market-pri^e for such labor Sometimes a farmer will purchase a 
farm at a moderate price and in a few years sell it again at a large price without having 
made it materially better or expended much in improving it, but simply through the natural 
rise in value and the shrewdness of the man in buying and selling. *' But," it will be asked, 
** how does farming pay if it will not yield a cash profit of the market-price of labor and legal 
interest on the capital employed f " I answer that cash is not the only result of all the toil, 
care, and energy of the farmer, (therefore that man whose sole end and aim in life is cash, 
and nothing but cash, would perhaps do better to avoid farming and select some more cash- 
paying bnsiness,) bat the farmer enjoys many comforts, many blessings, and many luxuries, 
even, which are the legitimate products of his farm and his calling, and which cash will not 
porcbase, and the denizens of the city cannot enjoy. But to be more particular, and make 
an estimate with which most New England will be well satisfied, let ns suppose the farmer to 
hire a small farm worth $10,000, which is a moderate price for a farm in this county, and 
suppose that instead of 6 per cent, he saves 4=:$400, and wages for himself and family 
at a low price per year, $600, This wil! give him a handsome income for the first year of 
$1,000. Suppose that he continues to receive $1,000 yearly for twenty years, and invests it 
aunnally when received, in some institution for savings, at 6 per cent, ioterest, he will have, 
at the end of the twenty years, $36,745, which, I think, is a very favorable showing, and is 
seldom reached, while a very large proportion of the farmers of this State do not save $100 
per annnm or $2,000 in twenty years. 1 think the principal reason why so few farmers ae- 
qaire a competence is the want of energy, and of a disposition to save that which they get. 
They have too much of the disposition of the Missourian who, on being asked why he was 
idle, replied, *' What do I want to work fo" f I have hog and hominy enough to last all 
winter; ** for such, farming pays about as well as anything; the farm produces hog and 
hominy as nearly spontaneously as any place, while the really energetic, healthy, strong, 
prudent, and economical man of good business capacity will succeed in almost any caHing, 
DQt I think will gain more money in almost any other business than farming in New Eng- 
land. 

Connecticut — Rev. William Oiifb, the well-known "Tim Banker," of 
the Agricultmist, famishes the following positive views and significant 
facts upon this question : 

Answering for the State of Connecticut, the immediate field of my observation, I have no doubt 
that the men engaged in agriculture receive as fair a compensation for their labor in this 
occupation as they would in any other. The term **pay " does not mean simply the pecu- 
niary rewards of labor, but all of comfort and thrift that labor brings in any shape— shelter, 
food, raiment, and the social and religious privileges without which money is of little use to 
the possessor. This comprehensive meaning of the term ' * pay " is generally overlooked in the 
discussion of this question. I will use It in this sense in what I have to say. Five hundred 
dollars a year in the city or village will not procure for the professional man or mechanic 
whst most Connecticut farmers have directly as the result of taeir labor and of their location 
without any exchange of money. 

Farming in Connecticut is in a transition state from the old style to the new : and prob*- 
ably not more than half of the agricultural population are out of the ruts and availing them- 
selves of the improved methods and improvements of husbandry. I had occasion in the sum- 
mer of IS73 to inquire for a horse-reaper to cut a large field of rye, and after diligent search 
and much riding I could hear of but a single implement of that kind, and that was a Buck- 
eye of the old pattern, that had been laid upon the shelf several years. It is probably 
now the only horse-reaper owned in the county of New London, one of the richest counties 
in the state, that has had an agricultural society and yearly fairs for twenty years and more. 
Host of the rye raised in the county is still cut with the cradle, and farmers are exceedingly 
slow in adopting the new implements that transfer the labor of tillage and harvest from their 
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own naascles to the horae. Bat even for the lower pradee of intelligenoe and labor applied 
to the farm, there is a fair reward and more of comfort fj^ained than the same indi^iduala 
could secure in any other calling. The old style farmer is intensely conservative, and wary 
of all new ideas and new implements. If he has abandoned the old wooden mold-board in 
the plow, it is rather because mechanics have forgotten how to make them, than his want of 
faith in them. He tinds it difficult to eet anything else than the iron plow, and adopts it 
under protest. He is shv of agricultnral societies, of county and State fairs, of blooded 
stock, and of agricultural papers. He does not believe in new crops or new machines. His 
farm is cultivated just as bis father worked it fifty yean ago. He raises com, potatoes, 
and oats, and bis '' woman," as he still calls his wife, makes batter and cheese, and raisea 
poultry and eggs, and exchanges them at the village store for all the coffee, sugar, and tea 
used in the family. They are both saving and honest, and keep their side of ihe ledger- 
account at the store good year after year. No man ever lost a cent by them, and there is 
not the least chance for such a calamity in the future. A short account of one dosen in the 
eggs would keep them awake at night and spoil their thanksgiving. He raises nearly all 
his breadstuff except one barrel of flour a year, and the main staff of life is the Indian brown 
loaf, and johnny-cake; meat from the butcher's oart is the rare exception. He corns beef 
and pork, more than enough for his own use, and pays* a part of his labor bills from the 
meal -casks in the cellar, which are always well filled and packed with Turk's Island salt. 
If he wants variety in spring, he kills a calf ; if in the fall, he kills a sbeep or fbwki. He is 
always ready to exchange fresh meat with a neighbor, and only deals with the batcher oQ 
the credit side. He is easily seduced by that plaasible caterer for village tables into selling 
his best calves, lambs, and turkeys. He is not vet fully persuaded in his own mind about 
barn-cellars, and continues to adorn the sides of his bam under the stable-windows with py- 
ramidal paintings of manure-heaps. He carts dirt into the open yard every summer and carts 
it out again in the spring, with such additions as the stock may have made to it. He sells 
pork at the market-price and cannot tell whether it has cost him 6 or i cents a pound. He gets 
Uii best manure from the pig-stye, and guessea it pays to raise pork, because be thinks he 
gets the manure as clear profit 

Now I claim that this pretty large class of fanners, who do not know whether farming 
pays or net, are better rewarded for their labor upon the farm than they would be in any 
other calling. They get for their toil their house-rent, their fuel, their meaU, fruits, and 
vegetables ; live in great comfort, and usually save money after all theii expenses are paid. 
This class of farmers not infrequently have considerable sums in the savings-bank They 
are, with few exceptions, near to the school, the mill, the church, the library, and all tin 
privileges which tho village or city confers. The State has a mile of railroad to every five 
aquare miles of land, and six or eight miles' ride will bring almost every fiarmer to the depot, 
which is exactly in the center of the world. The mechanic, who generally resides in the 
.village or city, and is paid in money for his labor, has to pay out nearly all ihat he receives 
for the means of living, which the farmer produces upon his own premises. He handles 
more money in the course of the year, but be has procured no more enjoyments for body or 
mind than the fanner. 

But the husbandry of the state is by no means confined to the slow, conservative class I 
have described. There are many thoughtful, stirring men among the tillers of the soil, who 
take the papers and digest what they read. They are not afraid of new ideas, new crops, 
and new methods in husbandry. They oomprshend the changes which have come over 
society in the last twenty-five years, and have adapted themselves fairly to their new circum- 
stances. They study their location and the markets, and raise those crops which tbey can 
most economically turn into money. They comprehend the vast changes which railroads, 
canals, and steamers upon the great lakes and rivers have wrought in our commuuications 
with the fertile plains of the West, and do not attempt to compete with the crops which the 
new States must necessarily raise, and can raise cheaper than we. They do not raise much 
grain or pork for the general markets, but cultivate those crops that are consumed near home. 

The tendency of our farming is every year more and more toward specialties. Some one 
or more staple articles are selected that always command a remunerative price, and the whole 
force of the farm is concentrated upon the production of these special crops. The supplies 
for the family are not overlooked. It is taken for granted that a cultivator of the soil can 
raise the fruit-s, vegetables, eggs, poultry, butter, and most of the meats C4>nsumed on the 
place cheaper than he can purchase them.. The number of these special crops is already 
quite large, and is constantly increasing. 

Along the sound, onions are a specialty,. and a large trade is kept up between these districts 
and Now York, both by rail and by sloop-navigation. The great center of this baslneas is 
at Southport, which employs several vessels in shipping this crop to the city. The farmer 
who makes this a business cultivates from two to ten acres, according to his means. The 
ground is made verv rich, and money is spent quite liberally for fertilizers, especially ashes, 
which pays better than almost any other manure on this crop. The crop is frequently cnlti- 
▼ated, and the land is kept very clean. The same fields for several years in succession srs 
kept in onions, and the fertility is maintained by frequent fertilizing. The aim is to produce 
from six hundred to eight hundred bushels of onions to the acre, and the price ranges from 
$1 to $2 per bushel. The crop keeps well, and as the farmers have from August autil May 
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to market it, tliere is seldoin a g^lnt, and pric«R are almost aniformly remuaeralive. Farmers 
eojifaged in thiA business are improviD^ their lands and their bank-accounts at the same time. 

In the valley of the Connecticut, and in a few other towns, tobacco is made a si)ecialtj. 
The business has been pursued for years, and is steadily increasing. Horse-manure from the 
city stables, and fi«h scraps from the oil- factories along the shore, furnish the principal fer- 
tilisers which are purchased for this crop. It absorbs nearly all the manure made upon the 
farm, and the tobacco-6eIds generally grow rich at the expense of other portions of the farm ; 
it yields ready money — from $'^00 to'flOO per acre — and the temptation is strong to continue 
in a crop which gradually transfers the farmer's wealth from his soil to the savings-bank or 
some place less secui^e. Large barns and sheds are erected all through these districts for the 
curing of the crop. 

There are still larger investments in truck-farming in the vicinity of all the large towns 
and villages. It is found to pay very much better to raise cabbage at 4 cents a pound than 
com at 2. Six or eight tons of cabbage can be raised about as eaMly on an acre of land as a 
ton and a half of corn. The marketing of these vegetables is an every -day business from 
May to December, and it is mostly a cash trade. 

Then there are farmers who make a business of supplying families in the village with 
fresh eggs, poultry, and meats. They raise all the poultry, egsrs, sheep, and lambs the farm 
will carry, and purchase enough of others to supply their regular customers. Some of these 
farmers live ten or twelve miles from their markets, and visit them regularly once a week, 
liie men engaged in this business generally have a genius for trade, and accumulate 
property much faster than those who confine themselves to the production of crops. 

Besides these, we have fruit-farms, situated near railroads on the through-linos between 
New York and Boston, to take advantage of rapid transportation to these Targe cities. All 
the perishable small fruits from the remotest parts of the State can be put into these markets 
in from four to five hours. This business pays well, and is steadily increasing. It will be 
more satisfactory to the reader to look at several kinds of this special farming in detail. 

The niilk-farm of Mr. B. F. Williams, of Mystic Bridge, is more convenientlv situated than 
moal milk-farms in its nearueas to market. The farm is not more than a half-mile from 
the center of the village in which the milk is distributed. It is not more than five minutes* 
ride from the milk -room to the beginning of the peddling, which takes place early every 
morning. The pail of the customer which is to receive the milk is led at the front door 
over night so that it can be filled from the wagon without any delay. It takes some two 
or three hours every morning to supply customers. This dntv is attended to by the pro* 
prietor in person, and there is no opportunity for the adulteration of the milk without his 
koowledse. In other respects the farm is no better situated for the business than most 
other milk-farms in the State. 

The farm is owned by Mr. Nathan S. N'^yes, who lives upon the premises and occupies a part 
of the house. It consists of about 260 acres, of which 50 is in meadow, 15 in woodlard, 
10 or 12 in grain and hoed crops, and the remainder in pasture. There is a large reclaimod 
swamp that prodnoea a ^ood deal of grass, and a very large pasture, strewn with bowlders 
and a good deal occupied with brush and briers. The land, however, is very good, and 
Tielda grass of the best qualitv, though the quantity is but a small fraction of what might 
be produced if the land were cleared of rock and brush. The meadow-land is mostly inter- 
▼aU upon the banks of Pequotsop Brook, and was, without much doubt, cultivated by the 
aborigines when the country was first settled. It is quite free from stones, naturally a 
rich faaseUmold, that has been improved by thorough tillage and abundant' fertilizers for 
many generations. The property was formerly owned by Mr. Joseph Griswold, who put up 
the present farm-house and out-buildings, which are unusually large and commodious. 
There is plenty of room for sheltering all the crops and stock, and for making all the manure 
under cover. The farm is leased at the halves, which is the more common method of leas- 
in|^ land in this region. The proprietor furnishes one half the stock and one-half the seed, 
mad takes one-half the products either in kind or in the money secured by sales, as may be 
agreed upon. Mr. Williams, in this case, is the salesman. The stock kept upon the farm 
for the year 1873 was 23 cows, of which about 18, on the average, were kept in milk ; 1 yoke 
of oxen, 4 horses, 12 heifers and young stock, 50 adult sheep, 8 swine, 13 turkeys, and about 
75 hens. The main business is the production of milk, and the stock is arranged mainly 
to aapply milk, and, so far as practicable, to keep up the herd and to supply feed. The 
teama necessarv to plow and till and do the farm work are employed a part of the time 
in teaming in the village, as opportunity offers. 

The labor employed upon the farm is that of two men by the year, at $225 and board 
each, and occasional labor in harvest to the amount of |50 more, making about |500 as 
the labor-bill for the year, exclusive of board. This does not include the labor of Mr. Wil- 
liama, who gives bis whole attention to the business of the farm. Besides this, a woman 
is employed in the house to assist in the care of the milk-vessels, and the cooking and 
vvaahiug, at a cost of #150 per year and board. A part of this would very properly be 
chargeable to the farm-labor bill. 

lii the running of a milk-farm, a very large part of the vegetable products, of course, goes 
to the support ot the herd, and does not appear in the list of products. Besides the grass, 
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hay, rootfl, and i^in raised on the farm* lie WHIiams pays onk about |350 a year for com 
and provender, ted mainly to the i 



The sales from the farm are, for milk in the six spria^ and snmmer months, 

IfsJWO quarts, at 8 cents... |II310 40 

In the remaining six months, (2,810 quarts, at 10 cents 1,281 00 

Total milk-eales 2,591 40 

Twelve calves, at (10 each 120 00 

Beef slauphtered 100 00 

Mutton aud lambs : 2:15 00 

Wool 75 00 

Pork 125 00 

Pigs 40 00 

Turkeys, $300 ; chickens, ducks, and eggs, $75 375 00 

Hay, $125; potatoes, $50 : apples, !|^25 20U 00 

Job-work done by tlie teams 1,5G0 00 

5,361 40 
To this must be added at least, for meats, grain, and vegetables consumed by 

the two families 1,000 00 

Making, as the gross product of the farm for the year 1673, from actual sales and 
the best estimate that can be made for the various articles consumed in tbe fami- 
lies 6,351 40 

This farm lies upon the sea-shore, and large quantities of aea-wrack are thrown up every 
winter, which is used for manure to some extent. About 150 loads are drawn to the yardaas 
absorbents. This sea- wrack is made up of eel-grass, rock- weed, kelp or ribbon- weed, and 
the fine ^ea-mosses. With an increase of the labor-bills it might be gathered in much 
larger quantities, and used to great advantage, upon both the pastures and the meadows. 
Its value is not sufficiently appreciated by our shore-farmers, who allow immense quantities 
to come upon the shore aod be carried off again by the tides. 

The facilities for saving the manure made by the stock kept upon the farm are nnuanally 
ffood. The farm-buildings are ample, and all the manare, except that in the pen yards, can 
Ee kept under cover. About 500 loads or half-cords are made from the stables and sties 
annually. The farm furnishes its own fertilizers, and can do so indefinitely if all its resources 
were used. It would probably pay to use sea- weed much more extensively, and to increase 
the bulk of the fertilizers made from the sties and stables. 

To answer the question whether farming pays, we have only to look at the division of the 
products of the farm made annually by the proprietor and the tenant. It certainly pays the 
proprietor. He has his house-rent, fuel, and a good part of his living, consisting of pork, 
turkeys, chickens, eggs, fruits, and garden-products, free from the farm, besides his half ot 
the sales. If we deduct $1,500 put down for team-work, we have $3,861 as the gross amount 
of the other sales. One-half ot this would be $1,930. This is a much larger income than 
mechanics receive, and is far beyond the average yearly income of men in the learned pro* 
fessions. The show for the tenant is also very respectable. He receives for his serv- 
ices bis house-rent, fuel, and nearly all his provisions; his half of the sales, amounting to 
$1,930, and all the job-work, amounting to $1,500 sB|3,4;iO. From this is to be deducted 
$650 for labor, and $350 for grain and provender, making an income of $2,4^^ annually. The 
farm is within a half-mile of school, church, store, post>office, and both families possess all the 
social advantages of a residence in the village. It would seem, then, from this instance, that 
it pays reasonably well to own a farm and lease it. We are unable to state the amount of 
capital invested in the farm, for it was purchased when property was low, and several par- 
cels of it have been sold at very high prices. Reckoning toe house-rent, fuel, and family 
supplies at fair prices, the whole receipts would show very handsome dividends upon the in- 
vestments that ought to satisfy anv capitalist who invests in real estate. The principal part 
of the tenant's investment is in his stock, farmin^^-tools, and vehicles, and seed. The seed 
is mainly supplied from the farm, and the stock ot cows is partly supplied from the beilers 
annually raised. There is of course considerable loss in the exchange of dry for new milch 
cows in order to keep up the regular supply of milk. But with all drawbacks, the showing 
is a very handsome one for the personal service aud small capital of the tenant-farmer. 

It may be said that the success here is owing to the favorable situation of the farm, and 
that with a more distant market the profits might disappear altogether. We will take, then, 
a milk-farm in another part of the State, six or eight times as far from market, and in a much 
poorer district, where fertilizers are essential to profitable crops. 

Spring Glen farm is owned by Mr. J. J. Webb, and is situated in the town of Hamden, about 
four and a half miles fromNew Haven, where the milk is marketed. The farm consists of 3250 
acres, nearly all of it of that thin gravelly and sandy loam which encompasses the city. The 
location was selected not so much for the good onality of the land as for the facilities for mar- 
keting in New Haven and its suburbs. Mr. Webo in the early part of his life was a trader across 
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Ihe plains and in Mexico, and has seen a good deal of life upon the frontier. Fifteen Tears a(^ 
be retarned to the East, and after looking around for some time for a home, coDcluded to settle 
in his native State, near the largest city, where there was a hungry market for all farm-pro- 
dacts and a pretty sure prnspect for a large increase in the value of land. The land was bought 
for a reasonable price for farming purposes, and whatever the advance may be in consequence 
uf its nearness to the city will be net profit. It has more than doubled in value since the pur- 
chase. The main object of Mr. Webb has been in the management of the farm to improve the 
soil and make it a more perfect machine for producing crops economically. He has spent all 
the earnings of the farm and his capital freely for the accomplishment of this object, and has 
DOW a very complete establishment, good barns, with shelter for all farm-crops, and 
sixty bead of cattle, water in all the stalls, apparatus for cutting and steaming food, and all 
the tools necessary for producing and storing crops in the most economical manner. He 
has invested about $ iU,000 in his enterprise, besides the earnings of the farm, which is 
prettj good evidence that he believes that fanning in Connecticut pays. He regards his 
first fifteen years as merely preparatory work for his future farming operations. He is not 
a capitalist residing in the city, engaged in mercantile pursuits, and resorting to the farm 
for his recreation, but lives upon it, and gives his personal attention to all its details. The 
brain- work apparent here in every direction is certainly enough for one man to perform. 
The stock upou the farm al present is 40 cows and heifers, of which 12 are pure short-horns, 
Slid nearly all the balance higph grades, a yoke of oxen, nine horses, and a few Berkshire 
swine. Mr. Webb has expenmeuted a good deal with the various breeds of cows for tlie 
production of milk, and baa settled upon the short-horns as much the best for his purpose. 
His object, of course, is to secure a large flow of average quality of milk, so that there shall 
be no need to resort to the pump. These cows are fine specimens of the breed, weighing 
from 700 to 1,000 pounds each, and are kept in high condition. He feeds upon the princi- 
ple that the yield of milk is in proportion to the amount ot food consumed, and the most 
profitable cow is the one that consumes the most food. Though the main object is the pro- 
duction of milk for market, he raises from five to eight calves annually, to keep the herd 
good. When the cows begin to fail in their yield of milk, they are turned off to the butcher, 
and bring the same price as first-class steers. The sales of beef are an important item in 
the profits of the farm. 

The preparation of milk for market is a matter of very great importance. The common 
impression that milk just from the cow will bear transportation better than that which is 
older is erroneous. Morning's milk would spoil before night, after a few miles' transporta- 
tion in warm weather, if it were not properly cooled. The yield of milk daily is from .300 
to 359 quarts. This milk, after straining, is put in the cans in a spring-house, and kept 
until the following morning, i. «., from ten to twenty-four hoars. The temperature is be- 
tween 50^ and 60"^. Here it loses the animal heat and undergoes a caring process. At 3 
o'clock in the morning the milkman starts on his daily trip to the city, four and a half miles 
diatant, and is about sit hours in serving his customers. It takes two horses and the labor 
of one man to attend to the sales. There is usually in the spring and early summer more 
milk than regular customers want, and this is fed principally to calves. In 1873 the milk 
produced was 111,121 quarts, of which 108,481 were sold. The loss in peddling was 2.27 
percent. The price was ti6.47 per 100 wine-quarts, taking the season through. The 
amount of sales was $7,167.1]. Going back ten years, in 1863 the production of milk was 
&'»,987 quarts, and the price of milk was $3 48 per 100 quarts sold at the door. It will be 
seen that the production of milk has doubled in ten years, and that it pays better to peddle 
milk than to sell it at the door. This increased production of milk is probably a pretty fair 
indication of the increased productiveness and value of the farm. 

The farm is managed mainly to produce forage-crops to supply food for the herd. But, 
besides these products, there is a large iuvestment in brewers* grains, which are purchased 
in the vicinity. About 150 bushels are used every week, and Hiese cost 10 cents a bushel 
for four mouths in the year, and 12 to 15 cents for the rest of the year. This would be over 
$dUO a year paid out for grain. The food is steamed, and the usual charge for the steam- 
bos is ten bushels of the brewers' grain, and the balance, two-thirds cut corn-fodder and 
one-third hay. This is found to make an excellent feed for milk and to keep the cows in 
good condition. All the manure made upon the farm is applied to the soil, ana the principal 
crops are hay, sowed com, rye, and routs. The first field that we come to is cropped with 
yellow-globe mangolds, a magnificent crop of at least 3,000 bushels on three acres. This 
is found to be excellent feed in the latter part of the winter, and is one of the best kinds of 
fiKMi fur the production of milk. Then we come to a patch of potatoes yielding about 150 
bushels to the acre. The peculiarity of the method here is, that the work of planting and 
cultivation: i* nearly all done without the hoe. They are covered with the plow and culti- 
vated with the smootbing-harrow. This is entirely practicable, and three-quarters of the 
labor at least is saved. If this practice were adopted on all the farms it would double the 
profits of potato-culture and at the same time reduce the price. Pease and oats are grown, 
and the crop is followed by winter-rye. About 10 acres are in rye, and the yield is trom l.S 
to 20 bushels to the acre. This pays well, on account of the demand for straw in the livery- 
stables, the straw bringing quite as much as the grain. The crop in which Mr. Webb 
^es special satisfaction is com, both for grain and stalk. He claims that more nutritious 

Digitized by LjOOQIC * 



208 REPORT OP THE COMMISSIONER OP AGRICULTURE. 

fodder can be {Sfot from an acre in this crop than in an j other in this soil and climate, and u 
be cultivates it, it is unquestionably correct. The rows are 2 feet a{>art, and the corn is not 
sown so thick but that it grows some 10 or 12 feet high. The corn is cut before earinfr is 
completed, and after wilting is tied in small bundles with straw ; the bundles are gathered 
in shocks and tied with yam, and left to cnre in the field. The variety used for this purpoite 
is the Norfolk white, which gives the best satisfaction. Twenty-two tons of green fodder 
have been gathered from an acre. This constitutes a large part of the bulky feed of the 
cows during the winter. Cured at the right stage of growth, it contains a good deal of 
saccharine matter, and makes ezoellent milk. 

Com is also raised for the grain, and yields about 50 bushels to the acre, besides a large 
quantity of fodder. The mowing fields are in fine condition, and about 100 tons of hay are 
secured every year. 

The labor employed upon the farm will average about seven hands by the year. The 
wages paid are 1 16 a month and board : $18 for short terms of service. Some of the labor- 
ers have cottages and live upon the place, and these furnish the board and lodging for the 
rest of the workmen. As a large part of the labor of the farm has gone in past yearn to im- 
provements — clearing, draining, fencing, building, Ac, — it would w impossible to tell the 
exact cost of these improvements, or the precise amount which the farm earns above its 
legitimate running expenses. The investment in the farm is all the while increasing, and is 
of such a character that Mr. Webb is very well satisfied with it. This is about all any 
man gets out of the nse of his capital. He has now a machine that will produce farm-pro- 
ducts to the amount of $10,000 annually, and is every year improving in its capacity to 
make dividends. 

We find here one thing that an outsider could not have anticipated — the extreme difiieiilty 
which an honest prodncer of milk finds in putting a pure article upon the market. Unless 
he attend to the milking and the peddling in person, and watch every can in its passage from 
the spring-house to the family where it is consumed, the milk is liable to be watered. The 
man who has the care of the herd and sees to the milking very naturally wants to keep up 
the reputation of a good manager, and knows that the standard of his ability is the quantity 
of milK which he produces. Any shortcoming in his case in a dry time for milk is liable to 
be visited upon the pump, unless he has high moral qualities. The peddler, who starts on 
bis route wnile it is yet dark, passes many pumps on his way to market, and, as he has 
many opportunities to sell extra milk besides the supply of his regular customers, and the 
danger of detection is small, he is tempted to manufacture the extra milk at an early stage 
of the route and put the proceeds in his own pocket. He is accountable only for the qnao- 
tity of milk that he takes from the spring-house. It requires a good deal of integrity on the 
part of servants to resist these temptations, and constant watchfulness on the part of the 
milk-producer to guard his customers against fraud 

These two examples give us a very good idea of the management^of milk-farms in Con- 
necticut, in the immediate vicinity of targe markets. This business' is growing in Impor- 
tance every year as the city and village population increases. It pays much better than but- 
ter at present prices, and has the advantage of saving much labor in the house. It is of 
course quite popular with farmers* wives and daughters. This kind of farming also tends 
to the itiipruvenient of the soil. Nearly all the vegetable crops are consumed upon the 
farm, and generally grain is purchased, which adds much to the value of the manure. If 
this is manufactured under cover, as it generally is, and is applied to the soii, the produc- 
tivenes8 of the farm is constantly increased. 

Another kind of farming that pays fairly is the raising of seeds to supply the trade in our 
large cities. This is sometimes carried on in connection with the nursery business or with 
truck-laruiing. The tendency of farming in the State at this time is more and more to 
specialties of this sort, in distinction from the old style of variety farming. 

Mr. George F. Piatt and brother are in the neighboring town of Milford, and improve 100 
acres of land which they inherit from their father's estate. They have the advantage of being 
born upon the estate, and of being trained to the nursery business from their youth. The 
farm is rather elevated, but level, and the soil is a good sandy loam. Parts of it vrnTe once 
well supplied with bowlders, and the walls give evidence of abundant labor in the past in 
clearing the fields of rock. The fences are in unusually good condition. The raising of 
seeds here for the general market seems to have been an after-thought occasioned by the 
decline of the nursery business. The large nursery-men, situated near railroad depou or 
tide- water, with their army of runners and tree-peddlers, penetrating every farming district 
and rural village, have very seriously afiiected the smaller nursery-men, who foraierly did a 
fair business in supplying tlie local trade. But this is not a very alarming evil in Connecticut, 
where men are trained to do a variety of things equally well, and a change of business often 
leads on to fortune. 

Ttie piiucipat seeds raised are the mammoth squash, evergreen sweet com, onions, beets, 
carrots, parsnips, lettuce^ and beans. The seeds are marketed principally in New York and 
Boston, and among the Shakers. Shakers are generally supposed to raise their own seeds, 
but here is pretty good evidence that a portion of them at least are produced on orthodox 
S3il, which perhaps will not harm their vitality. The sales of seed amount to $l,8<»0 aunnally, 
aud other products to $I,2U0, making a total of $3,000 for the annual sales. This does not 
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measure the productiveneBS of the farm, for two families are supplied with their fael, grrain, 
ref^etablesi fmits, milk, batter, eggs, and the most of their meats, making at least $2,000 
more. Besides this, there is a generous treatment of the soil, and improyements are constantly 
being made, in clearing land, in fences and bnilding^. A new bam has jnst been pat ap 
with a basement story to accommodate the cleaning and packing of seeds for market. 
About twenty head of cattle and three horses are kept upon the place, and most of the 
mannre is composted under cover. Besides these home-made manures, fish-scrap is purchased 
from the shore, and is found to be a very economical fertilizer. 

There is a fine orchard now in full bearing, and the boughs, loaded with ruddy and golden 
fruit in the mellow days of October, were worth a long journey to see. They were of the 
choicest standard varieties, and mostly of winter-fruit, that will keep well until spring. The 
cultivation of late-keeping varieties adds much to the profits of the orchard, ana is too gen- 
erally overlooked by our farmers. An inexpensive cellar under the house or barn will keep 
the fruit in the greatest perfection until April, and at that time the same apples will bring $5 
a barrel that could not have been sold in the fall for more than $2 or $3. There is also a 
pear-orchard set, not yet in full bearing, but showing very handsome specimens of the most 
popular pears for market. This will tell upon the future profits of the farm. The ground 
between the rows of trees is cultivated with currants, raspberries, and blackberries. These 
are raised both for the fruit and for plants to supply the nursery-trade. The orange-quince 
is also raised, and pays very well. The fruit and most other farm products, except seeas, are 
marketed in the neighboring cities of New Haven and Bridgeport, and the town of Derby. 
A portion of the farm is devoted to the nursery business proper, and the trade is sup- 
plied with young apple, pear, quince, and peach trees, and with evergeen and ornamental 
shade-trees of various kinds. 

The field where the mammoth squashes were raised was a goodly sight, though not up 
to the usual level of exhibition squashes. These squashes miuister more to the love of 
show, which is a characteristic of our modern civilization, than to any really useful end. 
They can be raised to almost any size, from 100 to 300 pounds, by making the soil rich 
and thinning the fruits sufficiently. No agricultural or horticultural show is complete 
without its big squash, and if there is a half dozen of them the show is a success, 
whether there is a Hubbard or a Marblehead upon the tables or not. When it comes to 
feeding or cooking, an old-fashioned crook-neck would be worth a cart-load of the mam- 
month Chili among sensible people. However, we must have sensations, and the seeds sell 
for ^ a pound. Here, then, is a farm of a hundred acres, worked by four men, besides the 
proprietors, that yields a gross income of $5,000 and upwards. They are sharp, intel- 
ligent sons of the farm, enthusiastic in their calling, good citizens, interested in every 
thing that promotes the welfare of society. There are others in the same neighborhood 
engaged in seed-growing in connection with common husbandry ; there is not much room 
to doubt that seed-husbandry pays. 

There is still another kind of special farming that is carried on to a large extent in the 
western part of the State— the grazing of cattle during the summer ; this is very well 
adapted to farmers remote from market, as the products of the year's industry can all be 
sent to market on the hoof and be disposed of at a single sale, it that is desirable. We 
visited last season the farm of Mr. O. B. King, near the village of Watertown. The farm 
consists of 2A0 acres of land, and is somewhat scattered ; that part of it which lies near 
the villajge is under a high state of cultivation and yields very large crops of hajr. The sys- 
tem which Mr. King adopts is a good illustration of the methods adopted in the south 
part of Litchfield County, the neighboring towns in Fairfield County, and to still greater 
extent in Putnam and Dutchess Counties in New York. The whole farm is devoted to 
grazing, with the exception of a few fields devoted to the raising of family supplies. Gene- 
rally the bars of the mowing-fields are let down, and the whole farm is thrown into one 
pasture, over which the cattle have free range through the whole season. Cattle are 
purchased in Albany or other large markets as early in the spring as the fields will yield 
a good bite of grass. Three and four year old steers are generally selected, and a decided 
preference is given to short-horn blood. These animals, turned into good pastures, will 
gain 300 or 400 pounds in a season, and by September or October will be fit for the 
butcher, without any grain. The grazer expects to make a profit on this increase in the 
weight of the animal, and also an advance in the price of the live weight. Thp gain of 300 
pounds in the weight of the animal, and 2 cents a pound in price, are important items in 
the business. It is not uncommon, in favorable years, to make a gain of $30 a head in graz- 
ing cattle. Where a farm will carry a bullock to the acre, as some of them do, this gives 
a very handsome return for the use of the land. The business requires a large capital 
and good judgment in buying and selling. 

We found in Mr. King's pastures a luxuriant growth of grass and some fine specimens 
of short-horn and Devon bullocks quite ready for the butcher. An important item in his 
business is the trade in Devon-grade working-cattle. These are so much in demand, that 
they bring from $200 to $300 a voke. These are picked up in lots of cattle purchased for 
grazing, and yield a better pront than the butcher can afford to give. We have visited sev- 
eral farms in this belt of countrv in former years, and have always had occasion to notice 
the good effects of this kind of grazing upon the fertility of the soil. The animals pur- 
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chaaed are ^nerally adults, the bones are already formed, and there is no large demand 
upon the soil for phosphates. The animals graze in the pastures from spriD^^ to fall, and 
nearly everything consumed is returned to the soil. It is noticed in these mrms that the feed 
improves from year to year, and many of them have been brought up within a few yean so 
as to double their capacity for carrying stock. In some of them a small dressing of plaster is 
used, which brings in white clover and increases the feed. In some farms the effect of plas- 
ter is wonderful, and is the most economical fertilizer that can be used. In others no per- 
ceptible effect is discovered. This is an easy and genteel style of husbandly, but it requires 
more capital than most farmers possess to carry it on. After the animals are purchased and 
turned into pasture they require very little attention. Sales are oftentimes made to the 
neighboring butchers ; so that one does not have to leave the farm to market his crop. The 
great advantages of this kind of husbandry are the steady improvement of the soil, the great 
economy of labor, and the comparative leisure of the winter. It is a specialty of grazing that 
may be almost indefinitely extended, and is well adapted to those hilly farms of New England, 
that are remote from the great markets. Beef is a staple article, and the higher grades will 
almost always bring remunerative prices. There is little danger of glutting the market, 
and the tendency in the seaboard States is toward higher prices, and likely to be for some 
years to come. There are large districts in New England where the old-style farming has 
ceased to be as remunerative as other callings, and multitudes turn from the plow to the . 
anvil and loom ; farm-buildings go to decay ; and pastures and meadows g^ow up to brush 
and forest. Is there not a remcKly in this kind of husbandry for these desolations in the 
older States f If these forsaken fields were devoted to the grazing of fattening cattle, the 
brush would be kept down, and the pastures would grow more fertile from year to year. 

It is quite manifest from these cases that have been presented that the cultivation of the 
soil in this Commonwealth pays reasonably well. Even that style of husbandry to which 
is brought the least enterpiise and the least capital secures more of comfort than the same 
families could hope for in any other calling. The capital is securely invested, and in most 
cases is increasing in value, notwithstanding the want of skill iu the management. It is 
exceedingly rare to hear of a failure among farmers. In mercantile pursuits and in most 
kinds of business in the city failure is the rule rather than the exception. In the specialty 
farming, to which the state is so well adapted, labor, skilly and capital are as well rewarded 
as in most other pursuits. There is certainly nothing in the condition of our husbandry to 
drive so many of our young men to the temptations and uncertainties of business in our 
great cities. 

Mr. T. S. Gold, secretary of the Board of Agriculture of ConnectLcat, 
gives the following explicit and satisfactory statement concerning the 
substantial farmers of his neighborhood and their prosperity : 

Does farming pay in New England ? — ^You ask a question which is often discussed in this 
age of inquiry, and your remark which follows explains the whole matter. It pays, "it 
managed with energy and skill and the uee of necessary capital." Where brush is allow- 
ed to overrun the pastures and meadows, and weeds to choke the crops, we hear the cry that 
farming does not pay ; that it is cheaper to buy corn and other produces than to raise them. 

It is true, I admit, that little judgment was used in first settling the country, and that 
many farms, or even larger districts, were cleared from the forests that should liave been 
allowed to remain, to furnish timber for manufacturing and building, and shelter for fruits 
and crops. The introduction of agricultural machinery is rendering the culture of these 
rough portions and the gathering of the hay relatively more expensive than upon smoother 
land, and there is no doubt that some entire farms thus circumstanced fail to return to their 
owners a fair equivalent for the labor and capital employed, and that many other farms have 
some portions which are a drag upon their better parts, a sinking-Aind to swallow up the 
profits derived from successful culture elsewhere. I do not refer to those expensive labors 
m clearing rocky land, or draining wet land, or reclaiming sandy land by ashes and lime 
or green crops, but to the continued culture of rough and impoverished lands, the gath- 
ering of hay from rough meadows, still mowed because they were once productive, and 
other.like practices followed because under other circumstances they were profitable. Lands 
so situated that they cannot profitably be manured or even cultivated, because they are so 
difficult of access, must be classed here as not paying for the labor required. Wherever we 
find farmers laying aside these old-time ways, concentrating their energies upon their better 
lands, adapting their farming tothe changing conditions of the times in stock, crops, and im- 
proved implements and machinery, we find them thrifty, enjoying the comforts and luxu- 
ries of life, with means to support societv, to educate their children, laying up a comforta- 
ble competency for old age, and to give their children a better start in life than they them- 
selves enjoyed. 

Again, if farming does not pay, how is it that all the cultivators of the soil live? They 
always get their living by their occupation, not by dependence upon other callings. The 
agricultural laborer always has his sustenance and always secures his wages. The fail- 
ure of a farmer to meet his obligations, unless he becomes involved by some outside yen- 
tore, is a rarity so great that it may be sud never to occur, while evenr ^^nimaiilty can 
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show examples of rained fortanes, iayolviug many other parties, in the more enticinii^ 
walks of trade and mauufaclures. Agriculture absorbs ana employs all men who fail in 
other ayocations either from physical disability or other causes. The disjointed parts of 
lives spent in other callings, which absorb their mental powers and their physical train- 
ing in periods of rest, are mostly spent in the culture ot the earth. Agriculture has to 
feed all ibese end their families. Adventurers of every kind take rest and find renewed 
strength on the farm for new enterprises, and come back again often with blasted hopes and 
shattered health and fortunes. 

The amount of physical labor expended in agriculture is large, the amount of mental is 
often small. The return for the quality and amount of labor and the risk incurred will com- 
pare favor^ly with, yes, even surpass, that in other departments of human industry. Agri- 
culture, manufactures, commerce, and mining are the four great divisions. If some give 
greater average returns for the risks, labor, mental and physical, capital and skill, than 
others, I claim that this is in the order named. The returns of agriculture are slow but 
sure. Manufactures, giving employment to varied ability, furnish some examples of 
splendid success. Commerce and trade have their merchaut-princes, but these are rare. The 
miner finds a rein of ore, a rich nugget, or a gem, but of all mining the baser metals afford 
the surest and best profits ; so we are driven back to the conclusion that agriculture, the 
, basis of national strength and wealth, is also the most sure and liberal in its support of 
those who practice IL As the other callings make greater demands for mental daring and 
capacity, so they give the corresponding examples of success. 

Similar changes in all these uepartmeuts of industry have occurred as we now meet in 
agricnlture. Improved machinery and the economy of the division of labor has broken up 
the business of the clothier, the hatter, and many of the other trades in rural neighbor- 
hoods which enlivened every stream in New England. In their old form, these industries 
became unprofitable to develop in certain centers with increasing vigor. The abandoned 
mining-camps, the dismantled smelting-works in the Rocky Mountains, do not prove that 
the mining interests of Colorado and California are on the wane, that their rich placers of 
gold and silver cannot be relied upon ; but rather only show that more enticing fields have 
for the time employed the labor and capital of the miners, and as some new processes and 
means of transportation are developed, many of these same deserted mines will again be 
wrought even more profitably than when first opened. So agriculture, ^vin^ up some old 
homesteads and many unprofitable fields, some labors and crops, directing its forces into 
new channels, with proper concentration of labor, which in a new country is always ap- 
plied sparingly, is not in a state of decrepitude, but has a more hopelul outlook for 
the future than it has enjoyed in the past The application of brains to farming is 
working there the same results and changes which it has wrought in all the other 
departments of labor. The ignorant, the stupid, and the inefficient are left in the lurch. 

rfotwithstanding the popular cry **no profits in farming,'* it is the carefully expressed 
opinion of those best qualified to judge that the average profits of farming in Connecticut 
are greater at this time than in the rest of the United States, and that we can show as 
Btrilung examples of success in agricultural enterprises as any of the so-called more 
favored parties of our country ; that our lands are not exhausted, and that we nuiy rely as 
in the past upon a fair reward for persevering and intelligent industry. But your inouiry 
i9 for ** particular examples,'' and that it be locally considered. I have thought perhaps 
it would as well be answered by taking the school-district in which I reside, which is en- 
tirely occupied by farmers. Cream Hill school-district is in the town of Cornwall^ county 
of Litchfield, State of Connecticut. It embraces about four square miles, with ten farms ; the 
soil in common with this section of New England is fertile, but the surface is much broken, 
and the fields were once so covered with stones and large bowlders that thirty years ago, 
though partially cleared of stones for fencing, not an acre was fit for the use of mowing- 
machine and horse-rake. The native timber is oak, chestnut, hickory, and other hard woods, 
which sprout rapidly when cut over, and about one-quarter of this territory is now wood. 
This growth of wood is used fur building purposes, fencing, fuel, and is sold for making 
charcoal. It is worth $2 per cord, standing on our hills, for this use, and a considerable 
revenue is derived by some of our farmers by selling this wood to the iron-manufacturers. 
These lands can be cut over every twenty-five or thirty years, giving twenty to thirty cords 
per acre. Fastures that are too rough or too distant from the homesteads become covered with 
DHish, growing again to forest, and about one-quarter is now in the transition stage. The 
remainder is clean permanent pasture, orchard, mowing-land, or devoted to rotation of 
crops and grass. Most of our mowing-laud, though upon the bills, is never plowed, but its 
productiveness is maintained by top-dressing. We raise good crops of com, oats, rye, 
potatoes, turnips, and other roots. Our orchards furnish an abundance of fruit for home 
use and a surplus for market. Our main reliance is upon our grass- pasturage and hay. The 
dairy is the principal interest, while we raise some young stock, sheep, swine, and poultry. 
Some raise all their own grain except wheat, which is but little sown ; while others buy 
bran and com as brought from the West. Several consecutive dry years has shortened our 
lip'ass-crop, and we have now less stock than usual, and have this winter bought more grain 
than before. The improvements which I shall sketch all have been made within a period 
of about thirty years. They consist in the clearing up of rough laud, draining 
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planting of orchards, and the renewal or repair of honses, bams, and other farm-buildings. 
In particularizing I omit two small farms, as from age and physical debility their owners are 
not qualified to improve them. These men live and pay their debts, but cannot be called 
thrifty farmers. All have families, and have the means to provide for their education 
abroad when they advance beyond the facilities furnished by tlie public schools ; all have 
accumulated substance and improved their farms and buildings. The land waa largely 
acquired by inheritance, yet for various causes has had in good part to be paid for by the 
present occupants, and within the same thirty years, most of whom have had no other occu- 
pation or resources except such as are furnished by their farms. We all use plaster with 
success, and try other commercial fertilizers with caution. The land-owners all work with 
their own hands and hire but little help. One man for the year, at a cost of $i^ or ^300, and 
board, with a little extra help in haying, is about all the labor required on each farm in addi- 
tion to that of the farmer and his sons. We erected a district school-house some twenty 
years since, at a cost of |2,500, on an acre of ground given for the purpose. For location 
and form it is a model, and what is better we fill it with home-grown productions. "Cream 
Hill '* school-district does not share in the too common charge that the Yankee race is 
running out. The laborers, who are to some extent foreigners, furnish their full quota, but 
the American element has a controlling influence. 

I do not know where I can go in the country to find agriculture more self-dependent and < 
fairly remunerative than here, where accidental circumstances have not contributed largely to 
the result. The farmers' club of West Cornwall, now over thirty years old, has done its 
share in stimulating our farmers to a more intelligent practice of their calling; while bv its 
sunpoit we have encouraged others, it has returned liberally to us for our labor in its behalf. 

Beginning with the first farmer as you enter the district, Mr. E. D. Pratt, farming by himself 
about thirty years, 250 acres, inherited perhaps one-third. He has expended $7,000 in build- 
ings ; has cleared 40 acres, making heavy walls ; planted a young orchard of three acres ; 
mows about fifty acres ; raises com, oats, rye, potatoea, and roots ; keeps two horses, one 
yoke of oxen, twenty cows, five young cattle ; made butter and cheese till the last six years, 
but now sends milk to New York. The freight on the milk and retuming the cans from New 
York is 60 cents per can, which is paid by the milkman. Many farmers pay a small commis- 
sion of 10 cents per can for selling the milk and guaranteeing the returns ; others make their 
own sales. Mr. Pratt commenced sending milk to New York, October 1, 1867, and has sent 
as follows : 




Value. 



October 1, ie67to*68 

October 1, 1868 to *69 

October 1 , 1869 to '70 

October 1, 1870 to 71 

October 1,1871 to 72 

October 1, 1872 to 73 

October 1, 1873 to May 1, 74 



l,314i 
1,103 
1,143 
1,221 
1,368 
1,405 
715 



$1,853 92 
1,689 00 
1,772 96 
1,865 57 
2,380 94 
2,096 50 
1,117 26 



As we all get about the same prices these returns may be considered as a fair representa- 
tion for all those farms that sena milk. 

Mr. J. P. Brewster commenced farming twenty -nine years since with 100 acres, for which he 
ran in debt, though an ancestral farm ; now has 250 ; had $500 at that time ; now is nearly 
out of debt; has expended $12,000 in buildings and heavy stonewalls; has cleared 50 
acres of rocky lana, laying heavy walls, and underdraiuing ; has planted three acres of 
orchard ; keeps three horses, two yoke of oxen, twenty-seven cows, eleven young cattle, 
and a few sheep ; foroierly made butter and cheese ; now sends milk to New York, about 
1,500 cans, of forty quarts, per annum, which nets on an average about $1.40 per can. 

My own farm adjoins that of Mr. Brewster. I commenced farming in 1840. Have about 
450 acres, mostly from inheritance. This farm was cleared from the forest by my ancestors, 
four generations back. I keep fifty cows, two yoke of oxen, four horses, two mules, thirty- 
two young cattle, and thirty-five sheep. Changed from making butter and cheese six 
years since to sending milk. Send a little over 2,000 cans a year. The last year sent oat 
2,091 cans ; net returns $2,738.24. Used milk also for family of fifteen or more, and made a 
supply of butter for over half the year. Also, raised sixteen calves on milk, and killed or 
sold calves to the value of over $100. Mv cattle are mostly Ayrshire and their grades. 
The fact that some of my cows are old and kept for breeders, and a large proportion young, 
two and three years old, is sufficient to account for the moderate amount of milk compart 
with other dairies in the vicinity. The surplus or uuserviceable stock is usually converted 
into beef, and largely used in the family or sold to the farm-laborers, who have families 
and board themselves. Have received the present year, for wool, $50^ foiipo^toes, $150 ; 
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for fniik, $S00 ; wood and timber, |200 ; rent of houses to laborers, hay, and pastorafpe, 
$200. The i^ross receipts from the farm, besides family supplies, about $4,600. I employ 
for the year seyen men and a boy, at a total cost, besides the board of four men, of $2,300. 
With this force I am enabled to do all ordinary repairs of farm-building, including paint- 
ing ; to bnild oyer one hundred rods, annually, of heayy stone-wall, clearing the fields, and 
draininf^ when necessary. Work on the highway, and other labor outside of the farm, 
amounts to about $100 per year. My time is mostly otherwise employed ; sothat lacking 
personal labor and superyision, I am obliged to hire more than if daily on the farm. 

The profits of the farm largely go into improyements. These show 150 acres cleared, and 
fenced with heayy stone wall. In fact, most of the fences are of this character. I mow 
about 100 acres, mostly with the machine, whereas twenty years ago not an acre on the 
farm was fit for its use. I haye 12 acres of young orcharding, apples and pears, just coming 
into bearing. Haye expended about $20,000 in buildings, which are in good repair. Haye 
on the farm six dwelling-houses and ten bams, with sheds, tool-houses, ana other out- 
buildings. Haye stable-room for one hundred and thirty head of cattle and horses. I haye 
had other business than farming ; as . formerly a teacher of an agricultural school on the 
farm, and now as secretary of the Connecticut Board of Agriculture, so that if many of my 
neighbors, by fiirming alone, had not done relatiyely better than I haye, it might be said 
• that these were not legitimate returns of agriculture ; but I can see great losses from my 
necessary neglect of my business, which personal superyision would haye preyented. 

Mr. R. M. Kexford has been farming about forty-fiye years on his paternal acres. By con- 
nection with an unfortunate manu&cturing enterprise, he lost, some twenty years since, nearly 
all his property, which he has now regained by farming ; has 175 acres ; keeps eighteen 
cows, one yoke of oxen, two horses, and a few young cattle ; sent to New York last year 
1,100 cans of milk ; farm has not been run to exhaustion, but he has uot expended largely 
in buildings or improyements. 

Mr. Chester Wickwire has been farming forty years; has 500 acres, partially inherited; has 
a large share of wood-land, from which he sells $500 to $1,000 worth annually, without 
diminishing the supply ; keeps thirty-eight cows, three yoke of oxen, three horses, and 
twenty head of young cattle ; raises his own grain, as corn, oats, and rye ; makes butter 
aud cheese, 300 pounds cheese and 75 pounds butter being a fair estimate of sales per cow. 
Calyee raised or sold for yeal bring $10 per head ; cheese, from 11 to 12 cents per pound ; 
butter, from 30 to 45. The refuse of the dairy for swine is of considerable yalue. Sales are 
made also of working-oxen, beef, potatoes, ^.c. The land is much broken, and many fields 
difficult of access. He made extensiye improvements in clearing land from rocks, and his 
fences and buildings are in good order. 

Mr. James Reed began farming forty years ago. At that time he had no means, buying 
the farm from his father in law. Mr. Keed died four years since. The widow manages the 
farm with her sons. The farm now embraces 300 acres ; keeps twenty cows, two yoke of 
oxen, three horses, twenty-five sheep, and a few young cattle; sends about 1,200 cans of 
milk to New York. Mrs. Reed raises her own corn, oats, rye, and buckwheat, and sells 
considerable wood. The farm is a rough one, though productive ; often produces premium 
crops of com, oats, or potatoes ; few improvements, as the purchase of the farm, the rearing 
of a large family, and the buildinp^ of a new house, costing $3,000, in place of the homestead 
bnmed by accident a few years since, have consumed all surplus means. 

Mr. R. J. Scovill has been farming about twenty -five years. Though the farm is by inherit- 
ance, an unfortunate raanufecturing enterprise largely crippled his resources a few years 
since. The farm now embraces 300 acres ; keeps twenty -nve cows, three horses, two yoke 
of oxen, fourteen youijg cattle. Sends annually about 1,600 cans of milk to New York; 
raises most of his own coarse grains ; has six acres of young orcharding just coming Into 
bearing, and sells fruit to the amount of a few hundred dollars. Has expended largely in 
improTemeifts in clearing land and draining ; also in buildings, which are extensive and in 
good repair. 

Mr. Franklin Reed began farming twenty years ago. Had $500 at that time. Bought farm 
on credit, which, by addition, is now 225 acres. Keeps sixteen cows, one yoke of oxen, two 
horsea, eighty head of yonng cattle ; raises all his own coarse grain ; makes butter and cheese 
and fattens pork; makes 400 pounds of cheese per cow, and sells 1,200 pounds of butter; 
calves, vealed or raised : 

400 pounds of cheese, at 11 $44 00 

75 pounds of butter, at 35 26 25 

Calf ai 10 00 



80 25 



or $^ per cow. The farm, though rough, is productive : bams and out-buildings are new, 
but Mr. Reed has preferred to lay up his money to investing in improvements. His books 
show $12,000 at interest, besides the farm and stock paid for, as the result of industry and 
eeonomr. 

1 omit, for reasons before specified, the other two land-owners in the district. In some 
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respects this is an exceptional district ; in others Its coanterpart may be found all oyer Con- 
necticut. We are three miles from our railroad-station, West Cornwall, on the Hoasaionic 
Railroad, and sixty miles from Bridgeport, and one hundred and twenty from New York, 
where we find a market for our surplus products. Many parts of the State have better facil- 
ities for market, and adopt a different and sometimes more profitable system of husbandry. 
But our land is particularly adapted to grass, and the dairy seems to be still, as it always hag 
been, the natural business for farmers on the hills of Litchfield County. 

Mr. T. G. Kingsley, of New London, correspondent of the Department, 
reports concerning his county : 

Gardening pays the best of any kind of crops in this county. Selling milk in the cities 
also pays well The soil in this county requires fertilizing to a considerable amount, or our 
crops are small, but by using phosphate, guano, fish guano, or plaster, the crop is increased 
from one- third to one-half per acre. Many of our farmers purchase western cattle in the 
spring of the year and sell tnem in the fall or winter for beef, and in that way are making 
money ; selling the cattle for from 50 to 75 per cent, more than cost by keeping them from 
six to nine months. In one instance a man planted six acres of the Early-Rose potatoes and 
used 2,400 pounds of phosphate besides 100 loads of stable-manure, and he raised 300 bush- 
els of marketable potatoes per acre, making 1,600 bushels. Some were sold for $1.50 per 
bushel ; the balance, at $1. I know of a young man who purchased a farm for |7,500, and 
by attoDding to his bui^iness, using good judgment, energy, economy and prudence, in 
fourteen years sold sufficient from the farm to pay its cost. 

CONCLUSIONS. 

1. Faroiing in Kew England pays \vell if conducted with skill and 
enterprise, combined with the use of suflficient capital. 

2. It is unremunerative to those who starve the soil, decline the use 
of improved implements and labor-saving processes, and fail to adapt 
their crops to soil, situation, and circumstances. 

3. Those who employ the least possible labor, because of its high price, 
receive smaller net returns than those who use enough of it for good 
culture and large yields. 

4. The popular estimate of the receipts of the farm is erroneous in 
failing to reckon house-rent, carriage-hire, and fruits and grains and 
vegetables used at home, and in assuming that a large portion of the 
gross receipts should be net savings, however small the annual expendi- 
ture of labor. 

5. Proximity to numerous markets compensates for lower natural fer- 
tility ; contiguity to the sea-coast renders available large supplies of 
cheap marine fertilizers, and the manufacturing villages furnish equiva- 
lent advantages to interior farms ; and while the average yields of crops 
are thus made equal to those of the most fertile portion ot' the country, 
the prices obtained are greater. 

6. The statistics of production show that for the labor employed no 
section of the country, excepting only three of the Middle States, enjoys 
a larger net return. 

7. Lands are cheaper than in any equally populous and improved sec- 
tion of the country, with a probability of future increase in price, greater 
productiveness, the employment of a larger capital and more labor in 
their cultivation. 

8. The necessity is indicated, before high prosperity can become gen- 
eral, for inereased fertility, better drainage, more machine-labor and 
brain-work and less drudgery, and more feeding of farm-animals for 
flesh and milk and less for the bare support of animal existence. 
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CONDITION OF AGRICULTURE IN THE COTTON 

STATES. 

By C. W. Howard, Kingston, Ga. 

The condition of the agriculture of a country is to be determined by 
the salable value of its lands, the prices of its products^ whether re- 
munerative or the reverse, and the system of farming, whether amelio- 
rating or exhaustive to the soil. The first two of these tests are some- 
times variable and, therefore, not always accurate. War, with its im- 
mediate results, and panics in the money-market may affect injuriously 
both the value of lands and the prices of agricultural products. Allow- 
ances must be made for the effects of these causes^ but the last test 
never varies or is inaccurate. 

The agricultural condition of a country is never solidly prosperous 
in which a system of farming is practiced which exhausts the soil. This 
is destroying capital, for which destruction no temporary annual returns, 
however large, are an equivalent. The seeming prosperity based upon 
large results from a soil in course of impoverishment is always falla- 
cious and, therefore, hurtful in the end. 

We may arrive at the condition of agriculture in the cotton States by 
these tests. In ascertaining this condition, it is proper to say that the 
writer is most familiar with the State of Georgia. A large proportion 
of his remarks and estimates wUl be based upon his knowledge of this 
State. Georgia is generally considered to be the most prosperous of 
the cotton States. Any coloring which may unintentionally be given 
from this cause to southern agriculture will certainly not be to the dis- 
advantage of the other States. 

From North Oarolina to Louisiana there is a strong uniformity in the 
physical structure of the soil, and in the character of the staple crops. 
There is also a decided uniformity in the system of agriculture which 
is pursued wherever cotton is raised. One State may, therefore, very 
well represent the rest of these cotton-States. The writer is a native 
of Georgia; his sympathies are with his brethren of the South, and, 
therefore, when he condemns existing practices it is with the temper 
with which an attached relative should point out the errors of a kins- 
man. 

SALABLE VALUE OP LAND IN THE COTTON STATES. 

It is proper to say that Texas is not included in this estimate among 
these States, because it is yet in progress of settlement. This ex- 
amination will be confined to those of the cotton States which have 
been long and fully settled, and where land has attained a determinate 
value. 

The value of land in the settled portion of the older cotton States is 
less than in any other country in Christendom. This was the case be- 
fore the war. Take the State of Georgia, for instance, as a representa- 
tive State. 

In 1860, the average value of land was $4.85. The highest value of 
the richest county was $10.66 per acre. The lowest value was 68 cents 
per acre. If we contrast these values with those of the Northern, Mid- 
dle, or the new Northwestern States, as Illinois, the difference is strik- 
ing. 
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Since the war we might have snpposed that the depression, in average 
vahie, would have been greatly increased ; but this has not been the 
case to any great extent. In Georgia in 1866, immediately upon the 
close of the war, the average value of land was $3.42, showing a diminu- 
tion from the value of 1860 of $1.43 per acre. There has been a slow 
advance in value from 1866 to the present time, the average value 
nearly, if not quite, reaching that of 1860. The lands of some sections 
have actually increased in value, in many instances to 850 per acre, 
while others have decreased from $20 to $30 iier acre to from $3 to 85 
per acre. The causes of this difference will be hereafter pointed out. 
The average value has, however, not materially changed. That which 
is true of Georgia, as to the value of her laud, Is true also of the other 
cotton States. 

Why were these lands so low in price before the war f It was not the 
climate of these States, because while portions of the territory were 
sickly the larger portions were perfectly healthy. The sickly sections 
extended along the line of the coast, including the rice-lands and the 
level pine-lands, which were very difficult of drainage; but all the roll- 
ing lands of the interior, (including the greater bulk of the territory,) 
the mountainous portions, were extremely healthy. 

It was not the poverty of the soil, because while a portion of this 
territory was poor the larger portion was originally very fertile land. 
With the same manure and the same culture, there is not an agricul- 
tural product of use to man, raised at the North, which cannot be 
raised in equal perfection at the South, independent of the products 
which are peculiar to the South, as cotton, rice, sugar, and the semi- 
tropical fruits. In fact the largest recorded yield, within the knowledge 
of the writer, of the cereals has occurred at the South, as 212 bushels 
of corn, 58 of wheat, and 100 of oats to the acre. 

It was not the amount of taxation. The State tax in Georgia was 
about one-tenth of one per cent. This, perhaps, was a fair average ot 
the other cotton-States. 

It was not the amount of cheap land at the West, because those 
cheap lands were equally within reach of northern land-holders, and 
those lands did not sink in value on that account, by reason of emigra- 
tion from them. 

It was not slavery, because those lands were highest in value where 
most slave-labor was used. Tiie rice-lands, for instance, requiring a 
hand to every ^ acres, sold at froqi $150 to $300 per acre, while in the 
npper portions, where slave-labor was almost unknown, the lands would 
not command $5 per acre. 

It was not because the farmers did not make money. They did ac- 
cumulate under a most ruinous system of agriculture, because at the 
end of the year there were no wages to be paid, and if the crop covered 
expenses, their profit was large in the mere increase of their slaves. 

What, then, was the cause of the low price of land f Clearly the 
bad system of farming. The value of the land was scarcely considered. 
It was cultivated in cotton and corn until it was unable to produce 
either, and was then thrown out to grow up in briers, sassafras, and 
scrub pines. A purchaser looking for land, if he found a field without 
a stump in it, considered that fact prima facie evidence that it was 
worn out. 

Of course land, considered as something which was to become less 
valuable every year until it became worthless, was of little market 
value. There were some exceptions, as the rice-fields, where the annual 
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floOiliug or " warping'' was an annual heavy manuring. These lands 
maintained their high valuation. 

Since the war the same system of agriculture has been generally, but 
not universally, pursued. It is pleasant to observe an increasing de- 
parture from the old practice. Wherever this departure occurs, the 
lands are rising rapidly in value. 

MARKET VALUE OF CROPS. 

Cotton is considered almost exclusively the money-crop. It is almost 
the only crop which is sold. Planters, since the war, have, for the most 
part, bought their provisions with the proceeds of their cotton. The 
exceptions are the truck farmers, who supply the towns, &c., with a 
certain class of provisions. Besides these there are occasional instances 
of large farmers who not only make their own provisions, but have a 
surplus to sell. These men are almost always prosperous. 

The question naturally arises, does cotton, with the present labor, pay 
the producer at present prices f The cost of raising a pound of cotton 
has been a mooted iK>int. In order to settle it, the writer addressed 
letters to several of the most successful farmers in Georgia. But a 
small proportion of the parties addressed have returned replies. The 
letters of those who have replied are very valuable. These gentlemen 
are from different sections of the State, and are all gentlemen of ex- 
perience, practical good sense, and successful farmers. One, Mr. Harda- 
way, resides in Thomas County, on the Florida line, while Colonel 
Winn's residence is near the northern border of cotton culture. Mr. 
Hardaway cultivates a very small farm, but does it perfectly. This 
gentleman took the premium on corn at the State fair, making 119 
bushels of corn on an acre, while the average product of the State is 5J 
bushels per acre. 

Dr. Lavender is, perhaps, our best representative of successful mixed 
farming, raising clover, the grasses, live stock, and, among other things, 
15 to 20 acres of turnips annually. At the same State fair he received 
the premium on turnips, having grown 1,550 bushels on an acre. 

Mr. Dickson's name is a household word among southern cotton-plant- 
ers. Upon anything relating to cotton, he is our highest authority. Be- 
fore the war, this gentleman cultivated 1,000 acres in cotton, 800 in 
com, and small grain in proportion, expending annually $10,000 for 
commercial fertilizers. His large experience, remarkable success, and 
his exact business habits give great weight to his opinions. The whole 
South will read his letter with surprise. His estimate of producing a 
pound of cotton being correct, (and it would require a hardy man to 
doubt it,) it follows that since the war, for the most of the time, 
the South has grown cotton at a positive and serious loss. The different 
estimates of cost, ranging from 11 cents to 17 cents per pound, may be 
easily accounted for. The lower estimates are based upon the practice 
of comparatively small farms with high manuring and under exception- 
ally skillful culture. They rather represent what may be done than 
what is generally done. Mr. Dickson bases his estimate upon the gen- 
eral practice of cotton-planters. 

Lexington, Ga., November 9, 1874; 

Dear Sir : Yours of the 3d instant in hand, and contents noted. Having never experi- 
mented at all as to the cost of raising cotton, except in a general waj, I am not prepared to 
give you an exact account of the money it would require to raise a pound of cotton. I have 
heen a cotton-planter (and I might add a successful one) for forty-six years. I do not think 
we can afford to raise it at 12^ cents per pound, unless there is a material alteiation io our 
present system of farming. 

Yours, most respectfully. 
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Griswold, GAm Navemhcr 7, 1874. 

Dear Sir: Yours of the 1st instant only came to hand yesterday, and, in compliance 
with your request, I give you my estimate of the cost of raising cotton with negro labor. 

I have kept an account of the production on my small place, with the actual outlay, for 
several years, and have made estimates each year. The cheapest cotton I ever made cost 
about 9i cents and the highest about 12 cents. I think the average about 11 f^. 

My land is light, sandy loam, and with 180 to 200 pounds phosphate will average 200 

founds lint cotton. The only profit I get is from my corn, oats, fruit, potatoes, and grapes, 
must make some cotton in order to get the seeds for my compost heap. 
In the estimate above given, I have charged nothing for personal services ; the remunera- 
tion V'Omes from grain and seed for manure. 
As ever, yours, truly, 

E. C. GRIER. 

Lawrekceville, Ga., November 17, 1874. 

Dear Str : fours of the 3d instant, asking my opinion as to the cost of raising a pound of 
cotton, did not reach me until a day or two ago. I hasten to comply with your request, 
and will give you such ideas as I entertain with regard to the actual cost of producmg a 
pound of cotton with free negro labor. I will give you the method bv which I arrive at the 
cost, which will enable you to judge as to the correctness of my conclusion. I do not believe 
that we can arrive at any correct estimate of the cost of producing cotton as a general rule, 
as this depends greatly upon the favorableness Or unfavorableuess of the season, &c To 
illustrate : a hand may cultivate ten acres in cotton and do it well, and from drought or earl/ 
frost the crop be cut off one-half, while the cost will equal the production of twice 
as much, the difference being only in the gathering. My figures, though, I believe will be 
about an average in this locality. These are my opinions, given without having made any 
calculation or given the subject any very mature thought previously to receivin|^ your letter. 
Others might arrive at different conclusions. The items of cost are : Hire of one hand and 
board, $175; interest on $100 worth of land, $7 ; wear and tear of land,|lO; interest on 
horse worth $100, $7; cost of feeding horse, $50; one ton guano, $50 ; personal superin- 
tendence, $26 ; total expense, $325. Credited by 5 bales cotton weighing 500 pounds, 2,5(K) 
pounds. If 2,500 pounds cotton cost $325, one pound will cost 13 cents. 
Yours, truly, 

THOS. E. WINX, 

TiiOMASViLLE, Ga., November 7, 1@T4. 

Dear Sir : It gives me pleasure to promptly answer your question as to the cost per 
pound to rai.se cotton. I give you the cost tor seven years, to wit: 1866,- 14.50; 1807, 
12.50; 1868, 12.25; 1869, 10.90; 1870, 8.60; 1871. 13.61; 1872,10.77. The aver- 
age is 11. 88. This includes interest on value of land, repairs, interest on team, taxes, fer- 
tilizers, labor of cultivating, picking and packing, but nothing added for personal supervis- 
ion. The latter would be nard to estimate. This year's crop has not been marketed, but 
will not exceed 10 cents. I keep a record of my crops annually, and it simply required the 
copying, as the calculation was already made and entered on my memorandum-book. 
Respectfully, 

R. H. HARD AWAY. 

Barnbsville, Ga., November by 1874. 
Dear Sir : In answer to your inquiries I will state that I have carefully counted the 
cost of making cotton from 1866 to 1874 each year. 1866, the cost per pound, 8| cents; 
1867, 7i; 1868, 9i ; 1869, 12i; 1870, 13i; 1871, 13}; 1872, 14|; 1873, 17^; 1874, 14, or 
about that, as the cotton of 1874 is not yet all gathered ; but I will not miss the figure 
by i cenL The other accounts are from a diary kept of expenses and profits. I mean that 
includes all the costs ; and vXl over the figures was clear profit, and all under clear loss to 
the producer. So you see that in 1873, when we got 13^ cents per pound, my actual loss was 
4 cents per pound, and in 1866, my actual profit was 20 cents per pound, as I sold for 28} 
cents. The gieat difference of cost from 1867 to 1873, 10^ cents per pound, was caused by 
my inability to govern and control labor and make it effectual, the high price of labor, and 
the great demand for it, with the use of high-priced guano. This has no reference to any one 
else but my own farm. 

I aM, very truly, your obedient servant, 

J. S, LAVENDER 

Sparta, Ga., November 15, 1874. 
Dear Sir : You ask me what it costs me to make cotton. At one time I could have told joa 
its cost per pound ; but what it costs to make it now depends on so many contingencies it 
cannot be estimated beforehand. I have sixty or seventy tenants, and it costs no two the 
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same to make cotton. It depends on the price of labor and its efficacy, direction of the 
sun and rain, time and quantity ; worms, caterpillars, storms, frost, and land, as well as 
many other things. Crops vary from one bale to eight bales per hand. 

There is one l£in(^ certain : When cotton is below 16 cents, the tenant and landlord, in fonr 
eases out of five, lose money. For example : Two hands, on an avenge, in Georffia, with- 
out mannre, will make about 3 bales each, making 6 bales, planting 12 acres each m cotton, 
making 24 acres; 6 acres each in corn, making 12 acres ; that is, per each mule, 36 acres. 
Ton may say this is low average, but it is high enough as Georgia now is. 

6bales cotton, 2,400 pounds lint, 16cents |384 00 

6 bushels com per acre on 12 acres, at^l per bushel 72 00 

Fodder 7 20 

463 20 
Less rent of land 115 80 

347 40 

I mule and feed $175 00 

Tools, machinerVf and horses 20 00 

Hire of two hands 240 00 

Use of house, board, and wood 120 00 

555 00 
Losa 207 60 

Ton may say my estimate is too low. Then add to the product 33^ per cent., making 
$463,20: still a loss of $91.80. Add on 50 per cent, making 4i bales per hand and 9 
bushels com, and amounting to $521.10 ; still a loss of $33.90. 

Who will say a hand will make 4^ bales of cotton without mannre and 54 bushels of com, 
which is in the last estimate ? I can see very plainly what causes so much loss and hard 
timee. The planter fnmishes every thing — houses, gfardens, patches, and the best wood on 
his place, free of char^« The true plan is to pay for all you get, and get pay for all you let 
go. The planter furnishes house, wood, fruit, garden, and patches, for three ^persons, to get 
poor labor out of one — out of proper time, poor in quality, &c. 
Very respectfully, 

DAVID DICKSON. 

In view of the statements contained in these letters, it cannot be said 
that for the last ten years the price of the great staple of the South has 
been remunerative. On the contrary, taking the average of cotton- 
planters throughout the South, has not the cotton-crop been produced 
and sold at a positive loss ? The mere fact that this question is even 
debatable proves that, if there has been a general profit, it has been 
very small. It is worthy of notice that in none of these letters is there 
an allowance made for the personal supervision of the planter. A large 
portion of cotton-planters are educated men, who could command sala- 
ries in other pursuits. Their time is money, and its value should be in- 
cluded in the estimate of the cost of cotton-culture. 

IMPROVEMENT OB DETERIORATION OP THE SOIL. 

This point has been partially met in the foregoing remarks. A very 
large proportion of the cotton-lands of the South contains a material 
admixture of sand. In fact, a certain proportion of sand is indispens- 
able to successful cotton-culture. Wherever such a soil is undulating, 
and is submitted year after year to shallow plowing, it must not only 
become poor by the surface being washed away, but hideous and deep 
gullies are formed. The writer, who has passed his three-score years, 
well remembers lands that were originally covered with wild-pea vines, 
luxuriant grasses, and magnificent forests which now, in their excoriated 
and gullied surface, are sad mementos of the wasteful improvidence of 
their owners. 

Since the war there has indeed been a vast expenditure of money for 
the purchase of commercial fertilizers. Three or four years since the 
farmers of Georgia expended, according to the testimony of the state 
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inspector of fertilizers, $10,000,000 in one year for these fertilizers. 
These were not designed or expected to improve the land. They were 
homeopathic doses to increase a single crop. Under this system of 
exclusive cotton-culture, accompanied by shallow plowing and the use 
of commercial fertilizers merely to increase a single crop, the lands of 
the cotton States are growing annually poorer instead of richer. There 
are of course honorable and marked exceptions to this hurtful practice. 
The general usage, with the general result, has, however, been correctly 
stated. The traveler who passes through the cottou-belt of the south- 
em states will be struck with the constant recurrence of worn and im- 
poverished plantations, with here and there a pleasant exception. 

Judging by the test given, it must be conceded that the agricultural 
condition of the cotton States is generally far from being prosperous. 
The value of the lands is low, the price of the staple crop is un remu- 
nerative, and the lands are in a course of impoverishment. 

METHODS OF IMPROVEMENT. 

The remedy for this low condition of southern agriculture is to be 
found in the abandonment of exclusive cotton-culture and the devotion 
of a much larger area to the growth of the cereals, the grasses, and the 
raising of live stock. 

It is not designed to advocate the abandonment of cotton. This 
would be a supreme folly. In many respects this plant is the most 
beneficent boon of a kind Providence to man. !No other plant is ca- 
pable of so great a variety of uses. Its seed affords an excellent oil 
for the table, and for lubrication, or for conversion into soap. The meal 
left after the oil is expressed possesses greater flesh-forming properties 
for the domestic animals than any other food which can be given them, 
Indian corn not excepted. The seed in its natural state, or when con- 
verted into meal, has greater mauurial value than any other single sub- 
stance. This is strong language, but the analysis is given by one of 
our best analytical chemists. Prof. W. J. Land, of Atlanta, Ga., fully 
sustains it. 

This analysis may be of interest to those persons who are not familiar 
with the cotton-plant : 

Constituents of the ask of cotton-seed. 

Per cent. Per cent. 

Potash 35.440 Sulphuric acid 3.222 

Soda 0.810 Oxide of iron, (and alumina,).... 1.075 

Magnesia 15.067 Chlorine 0.490 

Lime 4.450 Carbonicacid 3.465 

Phosphoric acid 30.016 Sand and charcoal 5.965 

100. 

Note.— If we also assume that the cotton-seed will average eight per cent, of moistmrt, 
(inclndinf^ the small fraction of sand,) the proportion of moist sandy seed to the ash^ minus 
the eurbonu acid, would be approximately ae 100 to 3.146, and the analysis of the ash as 
follows, viz : 

ANALYSIS. 

Ash of cotton'Seed, minus the carbonic acid. 

Per cent. Per cent. 

Potash 36.712 Sulphuric acid 3.3.^ 

Soda 0.839 Oxide of iron, (and alumina,).... 1.113 

Magnesia 15.600 Chlorine 0.507 

Lime 4.609 Sand and coal 6,190 

Phosphoric acid 31.093 

100. 
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It will be observed that more than 65 per cent, of the ash of cotton- 
seed is composed of potash and phosphoric acid. Practice sustains the 
correctness of the analysis. In Mr. Hardaway's crop of 119 bushels of 
com on an acre of ordinary pine-land, the sole fertilizer used by him 
was 60 bushels of cotton-seed. 

It is well known that the fiber of this plant supplies lines for the plow, 
cordage for ships, sails by which they are impelled, requires a large 
merchant-marine and countless railway-lines for its transportation, 
clothes a large proportion of mankind, and gives occupation literally to 
millions of human beings of both sexes and of all ages. 

A country in which cotton is jadiciously grown, and in which the 
variona manufactures for which it affords the raw material are in suc- 
cessful operation, and which supplies the food for its own laborers, can 
support a more dense population than any other portion of the globe. 
Yet this invaluable blessing, like other misused blessings, may be 
converted into a scourge. Although capable of this vast utility, it may 
be questioned whether the cotton-plant has been of greater benefit or 
injury to the Cotton States. Few persons not living in these States can 
form an idea of the extent to which it has monopolized the attention of 
southern land-holders. For instance, the comptroller-general of the 
state of G^rgia informs us that in 1873 there were produced in the 
state 504,253 bales of cotton, worth, at 15 cents per pound, $75 per bale, 
amounting to $37,818,975. Yet it cannot be doubted that its agricul- 
tural population, taken as a whole, were poorer at the end than at the 
beginning of the year. Little of the proceeds of the crop remained in 
the State, except that which was paid in money for labor; almost the 
whole was expended in fertilizers, bacon, com, flour, mules, &c. 

The population of Georgia, in round numbers, is 1,200,000. The crop 
of corn, in 1873, was 10,025,013 bushels ; of wheat, 847,455 bushels ; of 
oats, 1,553,003 bushels. The number of horses and mules was 171,223. 
Allowing 50 bushels of corn a year to the horse or mule, they would 
reqaire at that rate 8,561.150 bushels. Deducting this amount from the 
whole corn-crop, it would leave for the support of the 1,200,000 people 
1,463,863 bushels of com for a year. This would be at the rate of less 
than 1.4 bushels of corn and about .7 of a bushel of wheat for 
the sustenance of each person, leaving nothing for the 794,527 hogs 
and 608,379 oxen and other cattle. There must have been at least 
12,000,000 bushels of corn brought into the state during that year. 
This is about tibte condition of things throughout the cotton states. Can 
it be a matter of wonder that they are in a depressed condition ? Every 
one who handles a cotton-bale prospers except the man who produces 
it. Three years ago the writer by careful estimate ascertained that 
826,000,000 worth of the necessaries of a farmer passed over the West- 
ern and Atlantic Eailroad from the West via Chattanooga to Atlanta, 
all of which could have been produced in Georgia. They consisted of 
horses, mules, hogs, cattle, sheep, com, wheat, bacon, flour, &c. Can 
we wonder that the cotton-planter is poor and in debt? We see what 
becomes of the proceeds of the cotton-crop. The exclusive culture of 
cotton demoralizes the negroes. 

In this connection it will not be improper that the writer, as a 
southern man, while he condemns the faults of the blacks, and they 
are very numerous and vexatious, should do justice to that which ia 
praiseworthy in their character and conduct. During the war, while 
tbe men were in the army, our wives and children were at the mercy of 
our servants. Their conduct generally was beautiful. Never were they 
more orderly, subordinate, industrious, and respectful. The southern 
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people owe them a debt of gratitude, which they will repay, if they are 
left free to act. This, without qaestion, is the gpeuera], not aaiversal, 
feeling among former slaveholders, l^o sensible man would venture an 
assertion like this, in a way so public, without being assured of its cor- 
rectness. 

It was apprehended if the war terminated unfavorably to the south, 
that the sceues of Saint Domingo would be re-enacted among us. This 
apprehension was based upon the well-known fact that among ignorant 
persons, new- found liberty is often followed by a temporary intoxication 
leading to great excesses^ to violence and bloodshed. These apprehen- 
sions were unfounded. There has been rarely violence, bloodshed, or 
excess, save in those instances in which they have been incited by 
crafty and bad white men of sonthern as well as northern origin. If 
there had been no wicked interference on the part of these men, the 
^^enteinte cordiale" between the blacks and the whites by this time 
would have been nearly or wholly restored. 

Exclusive cotton-culture demoralizes the blacks in this way: The 
labor on a cotton-plantation where a full crop is planted is without in- 
termission, and it is excessive in the quantity required, often exceeding 
in cost in a single year the whole sellable value of the plantation. For 
instance a plantation of 1,000 acres which could not be sold for more than 
$5,000, if 500 acres are planted in cotton would require thirty hands. 
These at $12 per month and rations, say, including both, would be $15 
per month, or $180 per annum. The wages of thirty hands wonld 
amount to $5,400 per annum. Fifteen horses or mules would be required 
to plow these 500 acres. Allowing $100 as the annual cost of each 
horse or mule, including wear and tear, loss and food, the aggregate 
amount would be $1,50*0. Adding this to the cost of hnmaa labor, it 
gives the amount of $6,900 for labor on a plantation worth $5^000. This 
condition of things is anomalous and ruinous. To this should be added 
the fact that the average yield of cotton in Georgia, according to the 
sworn returns to the tax-receiver, is one bale to three and one-half 
acres. 

Such is the dematad for labor in those sections in which exclusive cot- 
ton-culture is i>racticed, that the planter is compelled to take any labor 
that offers, whether it be good, bad, or iudiiierent. The exclusive cot- 
ton-planter belongs practically to the negro, as the negro once belonged 
to him. He is at the mercy of the negro and the latter knows it. It is 
human nature, whether white or black, to presume upon such knowl- 
edge. The planter cannot demand a certificate of character, fbr he is 
only too glad to obtain the labor on any terms. If the laborer behaves 
badly and is discharged, he is indifferent to it, because he can get em- 
ployment on the next plantation. This condition of things is eminently 
hurtful, both to the laborer and the employer. 

If but half the usual quantity of cotton were planted, the value of the 
crop wonld be about the same, and but half the labor would be required. 
From this surplus the planter could make selections, employing t^e in- 
dustrious and rejecting the idle and worthless. He could demand cer- 
tificates of character as is usual in other countries in the employment of 
servants. This wonld make character valuable among the blacks, as 
without it they could not obtain work. So long as the laborer thinks 
he is conferring a favor on the i>erson who employs him, so long his 
position is not dependent on his good conduct, so long will he be in- 
subordinate, unreliable, and his employer will suffer. The interest of 
the planter and a due regard to the improvement of the laborer, require 
the reduction of the cotton area one^half. 
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While pointing oat this great defect in oar labor system, it is not de- 
signed to advocate any change except the improvement of the labor we 
DOW employ. The attempt to introduce hired white men from any quar- 
ter to carry out the exclusive cotton system is, from various causes, pre- 
posterous. 

In the southern climate, with the habits of the people and the wages 
they can afford to pay, no laborer can be a substitute for the negro. 
He, as such, may and must be improved. A prominent method of this 
improvement has been pointed out, viz, by creating competition and 
thus giving value to character. 

The cotton states do greatly need skilled white labor in the dairy, 
the orchard, the vineyard, the mine, the manufactory, and the trades. 
If a judicious system of farming were adopted, such as is practiced at 
the North and in Europe, in which the amount of plowed crops bears 
but a small proportion to the laud in the cereals, meadow, and pasture, 
the present farm-labor of the South in number is abundant. 

If they would improve their farm-labor, planters must live on their 
own estates. Absenteeism mast be abandoned. Formerly, it was the 
practice of many planters to live in the towns and cities, while their 
plantations, managed by overseers, were i)erhaps hundreds of miles 
distant. A large number of Georgiaiis and South Carolinians planted 
in Mississippi and Arkansas, visiting their plantations for a short time 
once a year. A few are now pursuing the same practice. Large num- 
bers still carry on plantations at a less distance in the state in which 
they live. This habit was always injurious, but is now ruinous ; and 
with the present labor, a man who cannot or will not live on his own farm 
would be wise to sell it even for a song or give it away. 

The planter must not only live on his own plantation, but he must 
attend to every detail of its management. He cannot now afford to 
employ an overseer. And if he would have his work pressed with sue- 
ce^slnl vigor, he must be willing when it is necessary to pull off his coat 
and '' take a hand" himself. 

The planter must require his sons to labor at least a part of the year, 
for two reasons : one, that it may be instilled into his mind in early life 
that honest labor is never beneath the dignity of a gentleman's son ; 
the other, that he may be able when he farms on his own account to 
judge of work, as to the time it requires, and its perfection when com- 
pleted. This partial labor is not inconsistent with the highest form of 
solid and even elegant education. Instances of this compatibility will 
readily occur to the mind, from Mr. Clay and Mr. Webster downward. 

While the planter is troubled with detective labor in his field, the 
ladies of his household are no less troubled in regard to female house- 
hold-servants. As a general rule, the negro women are more averse to 
work than the men. The planter's wife, like her husband, is compelled 
to take any labor which offers. She must therefore often employ women- 
servants whom she knows to be thievish, lazy, and dirty in their habits. 
Unfortunately, from our own habits, which, before the war, were almost 
nomadic, country-houses were badly supplied with modern comforts 
and conveniences. Indeed, they were not necessary, as it was often 
troublesome to find employment for the negro women and children. It 
is rare to find in a planter's homestead a cellar, woodshed, cistern, sinks, 
or water in the rooms. These conveniences cost comparatively little, 
aud they would greatly diminish the necessary number of female house- 
servants. If the planter be just to his family, he will supply them. 
Whenever the supply of female servants exceeds the demand, as in the 
case of the negro men, certificates of good conduct may be requii 
character among the women will become valuable to theiif.'^ ^^ 
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The writer has devoted anxious and prolonged thought to the solution 
of the labor-question at the South. In the cotton states, we can use in 
farm and household work no other servant than the negro. He was 
placed here, not by us, but by persons in other states and from other 
countries, who derived the profit of his importation. We cannot remove 
him if we would, and we would not remove him if we could. Though, 
as a general rule, with some, and it might be said, with numerous ex- 
ceptions, he is thievish, indolent, unreliable, improvident, and withont 
regard to contracts, still he is very capable. As he cannot be removed, 
he must be improved. The attempts at this improvement thus far have 
been mere surface-efforts. No attempts at intimidation, no forms of 
contract, no combinations among planters, no penalties of the law, can 
effect this improvement. It must include the whole present system 
of southern agriculture. It will require such changes in our mode 
of farming as will enable us to accomplish our ends with less than 
one-half of the labor which we at present employ. The negro must be 
made to feel that in order to eat he must work, and that in order to 
obtain work he must be honest and industrious. The landholders have 
it in their power to accomplish this result by requiring on their farms 
less labor, and in their selection employing laborers only of good char- 
acter. Self-interest and humanity both require this change. 

The change referred to, including both our farm-system and the habits 
of the negro, must be slowly effected. A complete immediate result 
is, in the nature of things, impossible. No political revolution, no 
change from a monarchy to a republic or the reverse, no downfall or 
elevation of dynasties with the wars precedent to or consequent thereon, 
ever so universally affected the people among whom they occurred as 
the abolition of slavery has affected the people of the South. In addi- 
tion to the privations, losses, and bloodshed of war, it has affected our 
social, moral, educational, economical, and political relations. The ill 
effects of merely political revolutions can be removed only by time* 
They must wear away or gradually yield to more potent influences. A 
limb that is suddenly fractured can be restored to use only by a pro- 
tracted cure. If hastily set, permanent deformity may, and probably 
will, be the result. Slavery was so interlaced through the southern 
body-politic that we cannot expect that the laceration caused by vio- 
lently tearing it out by the roots can be suddenly healed. But that 
which cannot be hastily, may be slowly and certainly, accomplished. 
With the changes proposed in our farming-system, and with their ameli- 
orating effect on the negro, we might confidently expect a condition 
of things in which the southern planter will be more prosperous than 
he ever has been. 

Intensive farming or high farming, meaning the cultivation with the 
plow of those acres only which can be heavily manured, lies at the basis 
of improvement, because by it we obtain the greatest results with dimin- 
ished labor. The cost is rather in the manure than in the cultivation. 
Becent instances have proved that the soil and climate of the cotton 
states can produce the largest results and the greatest profits, from high 
culture. Last year, Mr. T. 0. Warthen, of Washington County, Georgia, 
produced five bales of cotton, 500 pounds each, from a single acre of 
land. At 15 cents per pound, this would give $375, besides the cot- 
ton-seed, from one acre. Notwithstanding this large product the possibil- 
ities of an acre of land in cotton have not yet been reached. The same 
year the average product throughout the state was one bale from three 
and a half acres. Under the ordinary average mode of cultivation, it 
would have required 16^ acres to have produced as much as Mr. Warth- 
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en's acre. Reference has already been made to Mr. Hardaway's product 
of 119 basbels of corn from one acre. 

This year, 1874, at the Greorgia State fair, some remarkable results of 
high farming were exhibited. One exhibitor produced 97 bushels of 
corn, 21 bushels of pease, 2,100 pounds of fodder, and 1,000 pounds of pea- 
vine hay from one acre of upland. Hia net profits on the acre were 
$183.25. Another, Mr. J. J. Parker, of Thomasville, 694J gallons of sirup 
from an acre of sugar-cane, leaving a net profit ot $143. The only manure 
used by him was 60 bushels of cottonseed, costing $6. 

The society offered a premium for the best results from a one-horse 
farm. The successful competitor was Mr. J. S. Boynton, of Calhoun 
County, who made products which sold for $2,940.33. The expense of 
his farm was $449, leaving a net profit of $2,491.33. 

A premium was also offered for the best support of a family of eight 
persons from the smallest number of acres. This premium was won by 
Mr. J. Cox, of Greene County. His family consisted of eight persons. 
Ou four acres his product was as follows : 

By yield of 4 acres of corn, 75 bashels per acre, 300 biishels, at |1 $300 

8,000 pounds shocks, at 50 cents per hundred-weight 40 

4,000 pounds fodder, at $ 1 per hundred- weight 40 

(>,000 pounds pea-vine haj, at (1 per hundred-weight 60 

75 bushels sweet-potatoes 37 

three beeves 36 

three sheep 6 

ten hogs 75 

chickens, eggs, butter, &c.,8old 50 

Aggregate sold 644 

This does not include vegetables, chickens, eggs, butter, milk, &c., 
consumed by the family. No help was hired. The expense of cultiva- 
tion, including manure, was $24 per acre, leaving $548 net profits. An 
additional acre was planted in vegetables. The stock kept was 3 
milch-cows, 14 of other cattle, 2 horses, and 27 hogs. These animals 
roust of course have bad outside pasture. Thus five acres of land 
were found sufficient to give a comfortable support to a family of eight 
persons. 

Such instances might be greatly multiplied. Those which have been 
cited throughout this paper show conclusively that " high farming'' is 
remunerative in the cotton States, with the triple effect of improving 
the soil, increasing profits, and diminishing, and therefore controlling 
and improving, labor. 

But the southern landholders will say, " If we are to cultivate with 
the plow only the small proportion of our land which we can manure 
heavily, what is to become of the rest of it f Is it to remain idle t" 
Certainly not. The rest may be devoted to the small grains, to meadow 
and pasture. 

We may learn a valuable lesson from the English practice. By an 
official agricultural report of the [Jnited Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Ireland we learn that the proportion of land per hundred acres devoted 
to culture was divided as follows. Out of every one hundred acres there 
were in — 

Acrei. 

Green crops, includiDg beans and pease 25.4 

Roots or green crops I). 3 

Bare fallow 1.8 

Clover or grass under rotation 13.4 

Permanent pasture 48. 7 

100.00 
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These lands are very valaable, raDging in price from $300 to $500^ 
and sometimes a higher sum, per acre. The interest on the cost of one 
acre there would buy several acres in some portions of the cotton- 
growing region. By what system have they made their lands so valu- 
able, and how do they maintain the value f The answer is given in a 
nutshell in the above figures. 

It will be observed that out of 100 acres, but 11.3 are in crops which 
require the use of the plow or hoe. The rest, with the exception of pease 
and beans, are either in small grain, meadow, or pasture ; nearly one- 
half in pasture ; twenty head of cattle and 67.3 sheep to the hundred 
acres. These cattle and sheep are not our diminutive stock, but the 
huge, fat animals which are furnished to the English butcher. To the 
manure of these animals, scrupulously saved, may be annually added 
$50,000,000 worth of oonunercial fertilizers. Under this system, it is no 
wonder that the older an English acre is the better it becomes. The 
buyer does not look for stumps to determine whether the land offered 
him is or is not exhausted. 

It is easy to imagine a cotton-planter, with his hundreds of acres in 
cotton and corn, reading these statistics, and sneering as he reads about 
turnip-patches, pease, beans, and grass. He is welcome to his sneer. 
But there is one thing certain, the man who adopts the general system 
of farming indicated by these statistics will not be harassed at Christ- 
mas in paying off a large gang of laborers^ there will be no mortgage 
on his farm, nor will the dread of the sheriff haunt him ; the clutches 
of the factor will not be upon him ; bank-protests will not humble him ; 
he will not lose his self-respect by cringing or dodging to avoid pay- 
ment of a debt for fertilizers ] and his land will be letter at the end of 
the year than at the beginning. 

But the cotton-planter is in debt, and he thinks that he must plant a 
large cotton-crop to pay his debt. The motive is honorable, but the 
reason is delusive. Every year since the war it has been hoped that, 
though the present season and prices are unfavorable, the next will be 
better. The expectation has proved a delusion and a snare. As a 
general rule, the cotton-planters are more in debt now than during the 
first year after the war. Sad experience has proved that exclusive cot- 
ton-planting does not pay debts : it creates or increases them. A man 
may be cotton-poor as well as land-poor. A gin-house full of cotton 
may represent a bankrupt, if it cost him more than it will bring in 
market. With a large field of observation, and a habit of using op- 
portunity, the writer cannot recall a single instance of a man who has 
planted cotton exclusively since the war and has made money. He 
can recall many who have made money who have practiced a mixed 
husbandry, in which the proportion of cotton planted was comparatively 
small. 

If a planter is so deeply in debt that he must rely on the throw of the 
dice to save him — in other words, the uncertainty of the rise of cotton — 
it would be best for him to surrender his effects, and begin again under 
a wiser system. It is often best when we cannot untie a knot to cut it; 
it is always best when the knot gets tighter by efforts to untie it. 

If he be only so far in debt that he can free himself by the sacrifice 
of a portion of his land, it would be wise in him to make the sacrifice, 
rather than make matters worse by pursuing his present ruinous system 

If he has been so fortunate as to escape debt thus far, he will be pru- 
dent if he makes that escape certain in the future by adopting a system 
by which he has something over expenses to sell, and nothing to buy 
which his farm will produce. 
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There &re, however, alleged difficulties in the proposed change in 
soathern agricaltare. It is said that we cannot grow the artificial grasses 
common in England and at the North, and that therefore we cannot raise 
hay and live stock to advantage. 

Suppose the objection is well-founded, and that the South cannot raise 
clover and the artificial grasses, let us look at the natural or indigenous 
sabatitates for them common throughout the South. 

For grazing, the common old-field broom-sedge is well adapted, if kept 
constantly and closely fed down. If it is suffered to run up, it forms 
its hard seed-stem, cattle refuse to eat it, and it becomes the wretched 
eje-8ore which disfigures thousands of old plantations throughout the 
Soath. Among all these waste places there is not an acre of broom-sedge 
that will not put more than one dollar's worth of flesh on a calf, colt, or 
on several sheep. If it does this, that acre is paying 10 per cent, inter- 
est on $10. Are there any stocks or bonds which pay a better interest 
than this f The broom-sedge acre has this advantage, it cannot be burned 
np or washed away, neither can it be stolen, embezzled, nor can it run 
away. That property is not idle which pays 10 per cent, interest. 

lo large portions of the South the range is excellent. No pasturage 
of whatever kind is better than that of a good range for three months of 
the year. After July, the woods-grass becomes tough, and, while it will 
keep dry cattle in good order, is not sufficient fgr milch-cows and horses. 
After July, the crab-grass of the stubble-fields is ready for live stock 
of all kinds, and nothing can give better grazing from that time until it 
is killed by frost. 

Bermuda-grass, although originally an exotic, may with propriety be 
classed as a native, as it spreads without sowing or transplanting. This 
^rass has been the terror of exclusive cotton-planters on account of the 
difficulty of eradicfating it Dire threats have been made by this class 
of j)ersons against any one who should introduce it into their neighbor- 
hood. They declare that it can swim over or crawl under a water-course. 
Yet it cannot with reason be doubted that this grass, in connection with 
sheep, is to be the salvation of the worn regions of the cotton-belt. It 
will grow in any soil, wet or dry, upland or lowland, sand or clay, but 
thriving in proportion to the fertility of the soil. Wishing to have 
incorporated in this paper, the opinion of a very sensible and suc- 
cessful cotton-planter of large views, Col. A. J. Lane, of Macon, Ga., in 
regard to the merits or demerits of Bermuda- grass, the writer addressed 
him the following inquiries: What is the best method of destroying it t 
What is its value for grazing and hay ? What is its manurial value f 
His opinions, and they are entitled to grave consideration, are found in 
the following extracts from his reply : 

Holly Bluff, near Macon, Oa., November, 1874. 

Dear Sir : I avail myself of this the first opportunity to comply with your recj^nest that 
I woald give you my views upon Bermuda-grass. ' Yon ask my answer to the following 
qnestioDS, viz : What is the best method of destroying itf How man^ seasons does it re- 
quire to destroy it ? What do you consider its liianurial value f What its value for grazing 
and for bow much of the year 7 Have you ever made hay of it t 

I answer your questions as propounded, '&s best lean, together with such comments and 
suggestioDS as my time will permit, and which, I hope, may prove of some value. 

Upon our ordinair upland I have found no difficulty in destroying it by close cultivation 
in cotton two years in succession. Tt requires a few extra plowings to get the sod thoroughly 
broken to pieces. The breaking should be done with a small plow first, and a harrow run 
through it once or twice, all in winter or early spring months. The land prepared and cul- 
tivated in the usual way, take advantage of the dry, hot months of summer to have the grass 
that may be found alive plowed and hoed up, and exposed as much to the sun as possible. 
With the ordinary seasons so much of the grass will be found killed the first year that but 
little interfeience to even the second crop need be apprehended. Pea-vines, or any crop that 
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will thorouf^hlj shade the land, will destroy it when not pastured apon. Broom-sed^ and 
briars soon run it out. Upon low lands, where there is much moisture, its destruction is 
impracticable and would not compensate the labor required. I think it verj doubtful 
whether there is an acre of land thoroughly set in Bermuda-^rass in the South, (if the proper 
use was made of it) that is not worth more than any other crop that can be grown upon it 
If I am correct in this broad opinion, our efforts and advice should not be as to how to kill 
it, but should rather bo as to how to propagate it, and try by all the arguments possible to 
induce our planters to enter more eeneralTy into its cultivation. We should not concern 
ourselves about how to exterminate it, but let it gprow and spread, and encoura^ it to take 
held, and the more land becomes covered with it the better. I am myself planting it every 
year upon such land as does not pay for cultivatioui and how much such land is there in 
Middle Georgia, South Carolina, ana portions of Alabama, and other of the cotton States. 
In speaking of the great value of this grass I mention as lands best adapted to its use, and 
lands upon which it can be grown profitably, the old counties of Middle Georgia, and upon 
lands of a similar character wherever found in the cotton States. 

As to its value for grazing and how much of the vear. In answering this inauiry I can- 
not better illustrate uian by a fact that came under my own observation and which first 
directed my attention to the great value of Be rmuda-grass. Nearly thirty years ago I par- 
chased an old plantation aajoining my place, in Hancock County, and for which I paid 
about 1 10 per acre. Other lands acgotning this place, and no better, were then worth twice 
or three times this price. The reason of toe decreased value of the land was on account of 
its having too mucn Bermuda-grass on it. Upon the place was an inclosure of about thirty 
acres. The dwelling and out-nouses were in this inclosure, and in which was a fine spring 
and constant running branch. Having no use for the dwelling-house, and wishing to pre- 
serve it, I permitted a man to occupy it, and gave him the use of the inclosure of thirty 
acres, which was very thoroughly set in Bermuda-grass, and as much land as he could cul- 
tivate on the balance of the farm. The stock in trade of this man was a wife, a cow and 
calf, sow and pigs, and a very good brood mare, together with about one dozen worthless 
dogs. He cultivated a little crop of com, but never mMe enongh to feed his wife and do^, rely- 
ing entirely upon the Bermuda-grass for the subsistence of the stock, and upon which they 
subsisted, ana entirely within the inclosure of thirty acres, except a few months in the winter 
when they had access to the balance of the plantation. He remained npon this place five 
or six years, when the house accidentally took fire and burned up. He never during the 
time purchased a horse, cow, or hog. The burning of his house made it necessary for him 
to move, and I tried to purchase nis surplus stock, which consisted of about 25 bead of 
cattle, 75 head of hogs, and 5 horses. The cattle were the finest in the neighborhood, and 
the hogs and the horses compared favorably with any others. I offered him for his increase 
|1,000, which he refused. So much, then, for the grazing properties, and some estimate of its 
value may be deduced from the facts of this man's success. With reference to the roanurial 
advantages of Bermuda-grass, I cannot better answer you than to give yon the result of 
four crops grown upon this thirty acres of Bermuda-grass. Having gotten rid of my tenant 
and his dogs, and the place being inaccessible for pasture, I determined to bring it into 
cultivation, and, without going into particulars as to cultivation, I give the result of the four 
first crops, which were made without any manure, except the com, which had the same 
manuring with cotton-seed as the balance of the land. 

First crop cotton, upon which we did not get much if anything more than a half stand, 
owing to the immense quantity of grass-sod. In the measurement of these crops one acre, 
of not more than an average was selected, product: First crop, 1,800 pounds seed-cotton; 
second crop, 2,800 pounds seed-cotton ; third crop, com, 65 bushels per acre ; fourth crop, 
wheat, 42 bushels per acre. The average product of this land would have been originally 
not more than 1,000 pounds seed-cotton, 15 to 20 bushels corn, 8 or 10 bushels wheat. The 
same land is still in cultivation, and the finest crops grown in Hancock, I have no doubt, are 
now made upon it. I know of no crop that improves land more, and certainly none that 
will at the same time ^ive such income. 

Why is it that the blue-grass lands of Kentucky are so valuable, being worth from $50 
to $150 per acref The answer is that they afford a handsome income without labor. 

What blae-grass is to Kentucky, Bermuda-grass is or should be to Georgia and the 
South generally. I have never made hay from it, and have never considered it a valuable 
grass tor that purpose. It is a well-known fact, however, that it does make hay of a fine 
quality. 

A gentleman of this county informed me a few weeks since that he had just cut, from one 
acre, eight large two-horse wagon loads of the finest hay that he had ever seen. This was 
upon very rich bottom-land on the Ocmulgee River, a few miles below Macon. 
Respectfully, yours, 

A. J. LANE. 

The writer has had no personal experience with this grass, as his attempts 
to introduce it into Northwestern Georgia, a blue-limestone region, have 
been unsuccessful, yet for more than thirty years he has attentively 
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observed its habits and its effects upon land, and from tbis observation 
he is fully prepared to indorse the estimate of Colonel Lane. There is 
no grass in Europe, or at the North, which will afford more or better 
grazing for as long a portion of the year, and few, if any, which on very 
rich land will yield more or better hay. 

So much for spring and fall grazing. For winter the Terrel grass or 
wild rye, (an Elymvs) affords excellent grazing for horses, cattle, and 
sheep, not for hogs, which reject it. This grass is native in all the cotton 
States from the mountains to the seaboard. It succeeds on all varie- 
ties of soil, the only requirement being that it should be rich. In large 
portions of the cotton states, especially in the pine- lands, the winter 
range is so abundant that cattle and sheep are never fed. 

Those planters who are suflBciently fortunate to own cane-brakes have 
an inexhaustible source of winter food for cattle. 

For hay purposes, crab, crowfoot, Bermuda, and gamma grasses are 
sufficient. With the exception of Bermuda, they are not equal in nu- 
tritious value to clover, timothy, &c. ; still, a larger alio rvance will feed 
and fatten stock well. Itisnot necessary, therefore, for the cotton-planter, 
who wishes to change his system, to wait for the introduction of foreign 
grasses. He can begin at once and with the necessary elements of 
success ready at his hands. 

But it is not true that artificial forage, plants, and grasses will not 
flourish at the South. They will not thrive on very sandy land or poor 
land of any kind ] but where the soil has a substratum of good clay, 
and where it is naturally or artificially rich, and proper seasons for 
sowing are adopted, and proper precautions taken afterward, and the 
soil in proper tilth, the uncertainty of success is not greater than with 
a crop of cotton, corn, wheat, or oats. It is true that the hot summers 
are against them, but not more than the intense cold of the northern 
winter. Proper care will ordinarily obviate the bad effect of the sum- 
mer's sun ; that care is not to allow these grasses to be grazed during 
the summer, allowing the grass to fall and cover the roots from the 
sun's rays. Even with this loss of June, July, and August, the period 
of grazing is longer at the South than at the North, because it includes 
the whole of the spring, autumn, and winter. Lucern, red and white 
clover, orchard, timothy, herds, or red-top, tall meadow-oats, Italian 
rye-grass, and blue-grass will all grow on soils suitable for them. This is 
not mere theory ; the practical proof is found in every one of the cotton 
states. 

But the cotton-planter objects that he has attempted and seen others 
attempt the cultivation of these grasses, and that both he and they have 
failed ; so they have failed, perhaps, for successive years with cotton, 
and yet they continue to plant it. One or several failures do not dis- 
courage them. The fact is, that the whole subject of grass-culture is 
so new to them, it is so foreign to their practice, which has been to kill 
grass, that it is no wonder that they make mistakes ; by reading and 
inquiry they should learn how to correct these mistakes, and persevere 
until success has crowned their efforts ; others, who once thought as 
they do, have persevered, and now they are the pleased owners of 
meadows and pastures. 

One plant, in this connection, deserves the especial attention of the 
southern planter ; that plant is lucern, the alfalfa of Chili and Cali- 
fornia. Lucern is a child of the sun, suffering less from heat and 
drought than, perhaps, any other forage-plant. Its tap-root, which be- 
comes in three or four years as large as a medium-sized carrot, pene- 
trates a number of feet in the ground and pumps up moisture and nu- 
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triment from below. Its requirements are very rich, clean, asd dry 
land. These requirements being filled, it will, after the first year, 
yield from three to six, and even eight tons of hay, preferred by horses, 
cattle, and sheep to any other hay whatever. It will thrive from Texas 
to Virginia. It is the great reliance of the Swiss and French farmers. 
It will not succeed in England, as there is not sufficient sun ; neither 
does it succeed at the Korth, because it is too cold in winter. It should 
be the main reliance of the southern farmer for soiling and hay. 

It is not the purpose of the writer to enter fully into the discussion 
of grass-culture at the South, but rather to provoke thought and in- 
quiry. Enough has been said to show that the planter need not fear 
to combine the making of hay or the rearing of live stock with cotton- 
growing from a deficiency in the material for both hay and pasturage. 

In portions of the South the planters will not attempt to raise farm- 
animals, because in those sections the negroes will kill them. That 
this wanton destruction of cattle, sheep, and hogs by the negroes 
occurs cannot be denied ; and under the present system of exclusive 
cotton-culture the difticnlties of preventing it are much increased. This 
point is well made in a letter from a gentleman from Ilouston County, 
in Georgia, a county having the largest negro population in the State: 

We have exoellont pasturafrc, both summer and winter, for stookf but it does us very 
little ^ood. When the war ended we had on this place nearly four hundred hofi^s and onlj 
one dog. In a little over one year there were on the place twenty-three do^ and four ho^. 
We had also one hundred and seventy-five head of ^ood cattle ; now we can count all we 
have on our fingers. We liave good fruit, and plenty of it, but we barely get enough for 
our own use. If wo push the negro off our place our neighbor will be glad to take him; 
and then he will raid on us more than if we had him at home. If we succeed in getting 
one convicted of a misdemeanor, some sympathizing neighbor, who has cotton to chop or 
pick, is delighted to go on the bond to keep him from the chain-gang. Since 1867 we have 
paid in Macon more t lan $30,000 for meat and bread and other supplies for free negroe*. 
All of it ought to hLYd been produced at home, but under the circumstances it was im- 
possible. 

This is not a solitary case ; there are thousands of cotton-planters in 
the same condition. This is a sad state of things. The evil is great, 
but it is corrigible. 

Exclusive cotton-planting gives no time for any other farm-work or 
farm-interest. Not only is tbere no mnnuring, except by commercial 
fertilizers, which can be bought on a credit and rapidly applied, but the 
live stock necessary for manure have received little or almost no atten- 
tion. Hogs, cattle, and sheep are rather an incident of the farm- work 
than a serious part of it. They are turned into the range and seen but 
rarely by the owner. The hogs have a little corn thrown to them to 
keep them gentle once a week. Sheep and cattle are salted once a 
week. This is all the attention they receive in summer and in many sec- 
tions also in winter. Away from the eye of the owner, perhaps in a thick 
forest or swamp, it is hardly matter of surprise that a lazy negro, re- 
strained by no i)rinciple or fear of law, should use his gun upon them 
as the most profitable kind of game. It is much easier to obtain meat in 
this way than to work for it. There is, besides, attached to it the charm 
of hunting. 

With our labor which makes corn expensive we cannot raise hogs for 
market ; but every planter should raise enough pork to supply his own 
family and his farm-laborers. Before the war it was to the interest of 
the planter that his slaves should eat as little as was consistent with 
vigorous health ; now, it is the interest of the planter who conducts 
his plantation on proper principles that his laborers should eat as much 
as possible, because they give him a home-market for his provisions. 
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He can a£ford to sell to them at less rates than current prices in the 
town or village, as there is no expense of carriage. 

Our ordinary method of raising hogs, letting them run in the woods 
nntil they are two yearstold, and then putting them up to fatten, is 
very expensive. After they are put in the pen, they require usually 
ten bashels of corn to fatten them, besides the other food which they 
have previously destroyed. An additional and serious item of previous 
cost arises from the sagacity with which woods hogs ascertain all holes 
and rotten rails in the planter's fences, and by which they are enabled 
to maraud upon the growing crops. The same ten bushels of corn, if 
fed to a pig confined in a pen or lot near the dwelling, would make the 
same amount of pork in one year as is made in the ordinary way in 
two years. If the pen or lot is well littered, although the cost of the 
pork might be even a little greater than the market-price, the manure 
will give a moderate profit. It is a good deal cheaper to obtain manure 
from our own farm-pens than from the Chiucha Islands. If hogs are 
raised in this way, which on the whole is the cheapest way, he must be 
a very sleepy-headed planter who cannot protect them when they are 
within gunshot of his house. 

No man in the cotton-belt should attempt seriously to raise either 
sheep or cattle without a shepherd or herdsman, whose time is either 
fully or partially devoted to them, as necessity may require. A few 
sheep, generally, at the South are a nuisance. They are enough to 
make the planter lose his temper if the negro or the negroe's dog kills 
them, but not enough to repay him in either wool or mutton. If a flock 
of sheep or a drove of cattle are turned out in the morning under the care 
of a trusty man with a gun and a good dog, and are brought up at night 
and penned, there will be little danger of depredation. If necessary, 
and the flock or herd be large enough to warrant it, a night-watchman 
eoald be employed. This employment of night shepherds is no novelty. 
The negroes of the South can hardly be more predatory than the wolves 
of Palestine. Watching sheep by night is connected with the grand 
event of Christianity. We can all recall the verses we learned in child- 
hood — 

'* While shepherds watched their flocks bj night/' &c. 

If the rearing of sheep and cattle be made a part of tbe business of 
the plantation, as much as cotton in a mixed system of husbandry, the 
accumulation of manure in well-littered folds or pqns will be found to 
be more than an ample equivalent fof the cost of attendance necessary 
to their protection. 

The pilfering habits of the negroes in those seetions in which the ne- 
groes preponderate, while they increase the trouble and expense of live- 
stock raising, are not a sufficient obstacle to prevent its successful pur- 
suit. Making full allowance for this drawback, still it does not equal 
the expense of caring for stock during a northern or western winter. 

There are few countries on the globe affording greater facilities for 
the lucrative rearing of sheep and cattle than a very large portion of 
the cotton States. The winters in those portions are so mild that no 
shelters are necessary,, unless it may be a pine thicket in a very stormy 
night At the North the same animals must be sheltered in barns often 
costing more than the price of a respectable southern plantation. They 
require no winter feeding, the winter grasses of the range furnishing 
them fair food. But neither sheep nor cattle can be fattened sufficiently 
in this way for a city market, yet they are placed even in February and 
March in a condition so thriving that the fattening process is easily 
and speedily completed. Digitized by i^OOgle 
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In those more densely settled regrions of tbe Soutb in which there is 
no range, orchard, meadow, and blue grass, and, in mild winters, reel 
and white clover, are green during tbe whole winter. If pastures set in 
these grasses are shut up in August and not op'ened until January, they 
will carry one medium-sized ox or eight merino sheep per acre until the 
natural pastures are green. At this date — ^November 20 — on this farm, 
red clover which has not been pastured is in blossom, and orchard, 
meadow, oat, and blue grass pastures are as green as in the spring, 
affording full bite to horses, cattle, and sheep. This is in latitude 34o, 

The ability to graze live stock during the whole winter is a singular 
advantage of the South, which has not been appreciated by the southern 
people. It is quite time that they should avail themselves largely of it 
by increasing their flocks and herds. This feature of the climate enables 
the southern wool-grower to adopt the English practice of folding sheep 
upon turnips. This cannot be adopted at the North on account of tbe 
turnips freezing in the ground. As folding sheep is unknown to the 
majority of southern readers, some remarks upon it may be of nse. 

After the turnips are matured — say in December or January — a fold is 
made, inclosing as many turnips as the flock of sheep will eat in twenty- 
four hours. One thousand sheep will consume the turnips on an acre in 
that time. One hundred, a tenth of an acre in the same time. 

In making this fold, in the absence of hurdles a portable fence can be 
used. All the patent fences which have come under the ob^5ervation of 
the writer are liable to be blown down in heavy wind. One is in use on 
this farm which an unruly ox cannot overthrow, nor can it be blown 
down. It is not patented. Take a panel of fence ten feet'long made of 
pine planks six inches wide, with a small upright at each end, to which 
the planks are nailed. Near each end of the upper plank bore a two* 
inch anger-hole diagonally. Insert loosely into each of these holes a 
stake with a shoulder. A common sapling will answer. The planks will 
rest upon these stakes, and will stand at an angle of about 45^ from the 
ground. One man can move and set these panels without difficulty. 
The planks of the corner panels should be gradually shortened from top 
to bottom to make them fit. This fence may be made dog or even wolf 
proof by using upright pointed slats instead of horizontal planks. No 
animal will attempt to jump such a fence, for fear of being impaled. 

The advantage of folding turnips is twofold. It is by far the cheapest 
method of manuring laud. No hauling manure is required, as the sheep 
haul their own manure, both solid and liquid, to precisely the spot on 
which it is desired to apply it. It is evenly spread without labor, no 
part being excessively manured at the expense of another part. The 
effect of this manuring will be felt for years. Land so manured is good 
for two bags of cotton to the acre the following year. The other 
advantage is the fine condition into which the sheep are put at a seasoo 
of the year when mutton brings the highest price. When laud is pat 
into sufiiciently good order to bring 500 bushels of turnips to the acre, 
the gain in mutton is an equivalent for the cost of the crop. The heavy 
manuring of the land is then clear gain. 

The practice on this farm is, immediately after the oat or wheat crop 
is saved, to turn under the stubble, harrow and roll. The land is laid 
oflf in rows 2J feet apart. The manure, either home-made or super- 
phosphate, is applied in the drill, and the seed sown by a drill. After 
the plants are in the third or rough leaf they are thinned, and then 
hoed and plowed once. The cost per acre, including manure, is about 
$20. 

It is objected by some persons that the turnip is composed of nine- 
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tenths water. If so, it must be a very different water from that which 
we are in the habit of drinking. The turnip does not contain more 
water than green clover, yet every one knows the fattening properties 
of clover. He who thinks there is no nutriment in a turnip has cer- 
tainly never eaten English tnmip-fed fat mutton or beef. 

This folding process is earnestly recommended to the attention of 
soothem farmers generally, an^ especially to those living on the sandy 
lands on the coast. These lands are favorable in texture to the turnip, 
and are not poached by treading, as is the case with clay lands in wet 
weather. After one well-conducted experiment, it will not be necessary 
to urge a repetition of this folding process. 

It is objected that wool degenerates in warm climates and becomes 
coarse and valueless. This is an error. Fur becomes coarse, but not 
wool. The writer, whose flock is of the Oockrill-merinos, which took 
the premium at the World's Fair in London, many years ago, the sheep 
being raised in Mississippi, after this lapse of time is now ready to 
compete with any wool in the United States for fineness of staple. 

It is further objected that both mutton and beef are now so cheap 
that, if large landholders entered seriously into the raising of sheep 
and cattle, they would become valueless. Beef and mutton are very 
cheap at the South in the autumn. Sheep and cattle are not fit for the 
butcher at the South in the winter and early spring. At those seasons 
fat beef and mutton command very high prices. It is then brought 
from the West by drovers, who return home with their pockets well 
filled. Few southern planters ever fatten an ox or a wether; they, 
therefore, receive only the low prices of grass-fed stock. Twenty years 
ago a general attention to fattening live stock at the South would have 
glutted the market. Now, railroads have brought the South into close 
proximity to the great northern cities, and the market cannot be 
glutted. The South has great and peculiar advantages for fattening 
cattle and sheep in the turnip, pea-vine cut and cured when the peas 
are partially ripe, and the sweet potato. It is generally estimated that 
two to three bushels of sweet potatoes are equal in value to one bushel 
of corn. More than three times as many bushels of sweet potatoes can 
be raised on an acre as can be raised of corn in the most fertile lands 
in the West. In soils adapted to the sweet potato, and that is those 
that are rich and have a full proportion of sand, sheep and cattle can 
be fattened more cheaply than on the richest lauds of the Northwest. 
Where sweet potatoes are dug from a sandy soil and in dry weather 
they need no washing. By the use of a root-slicer, worked either by 
hand or horse power, they can be prepared for consumption with hardly 
an appreciable cost Well-cured pea- vines and sweet potatoes afford 
as cheap and valuable food for fattening cattle and sheep as can be 
found in any country whatever. The value of the turnip, while it fat- 
tens sheep well, consists mainly in the economy of feeding, as they do 
not require to be dug when folded with sheep, and as it adds so vastly 
to the fertility of the ground when restored to it after having passed 
through the bowels of the sheep consuming it. It should be remem- 
bered that the direct reliance in England in fattening their huge cattle 
is turnips and straw. It cannot be doubted that the wool-crop of the 
South might be made to equal the present value of the cotton-crop, 
with rather an increase of the latter. 

These are the natural reliances of the South in fattening for market 
both cattle and sheep. If we choose to bring in foreign adjuvants, 
which will be wise, throughout nearly the whole South, in land suffici- 
ently rich, Lucern, clover, timothy, herd's-grass, orchard, meadov 
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and blue-grass can be grown. These alone will not fatten for market in 
the winter, but they prepare well for it. 

The advantage of fattening live stock on the plantation is twofold. 
It is not merely the moderate profit on the animal, but the greater profit 
of enriching the soil. 

A great defect of southern planters is that they do not keep, in the 
way of fertility, what they get. That irf to say, when they make a piece 
of ground, they afterward continue to work it in exhausting crops nntil 
all the richness is gone. They cannot get possession of a goose with- 
out rippiDg up the poor bird. The true policy is not merely to keep the 
ground rich, but to make it richer. To illustrate : If a piece of rich land 
is put in cotton, it may be followed with corn, small grain, with clover 
being sowed among the corn in August. If the clover is allowed to 
occupy the ground for two years and to go to seed, even under a longer 
rotation than the above, it will not be necessary to sow it again. As 
soon as the ground is at rest, it will be covered with young clover. Three 
years ago, on this farm, a piece of ground was put in turnips, manured in 
the drill with farm-yard manure. The turnips were eaten on the ground 
by sheep. The next year it was put in corn, the next in cotton worked 
very clean, and this year in oats. After the oats were cut a fine stand 
of red clover appeared. This seed was never sown, but must have been 
in the manure applied three years since to the turnips. This is not a 
solitary case. Many similar instances have occurred within the obser- 
vation of the writer. It is such plants as clover and pease that not only 
hold but increase the fertility of the soil. 

In order to bring these remarks to a point, and to illustrate the 
writer's views of diversified husbandry, the following rotation of crops 
is submitted as one suited to the agricultural condition of the South. 

We will suppose a farm of 500 acres of open land under fence. Let 
250 acres be devoted to arable purposes and the rest to grazing. The 
rotation might be as follows : 1. Cotton and corn in the same field in 
suitable proportions. 2. Oats sown in August on the cotton and corn 
land. 3. Rye, or rye and wheat, sown in September, the land having: 
been twice plowed in order to kill the germinant oats. 4 and 5. 
Clover, if the land is in suiiicient heart to produce it ; if not, the fourth 
year rest ungrazed, and the fifth year sheep and cattle penned upon it 
every night during the year, using a portable fence. An ordinary farm 
of obo acres will support 500 sheep, besides the crops in the above rota- 
tion. The oats and rye will feed them during the winter nearly or en- 
tirely, without injary to the grain. Five hands would be sufficient to 
work such a farm and take care of the live-stock. 

During the first year the following results might be expected from an 
ordinary farm, without manure : 

25 acres in cotton, 12 baffs, at 15 cents $^ 

25 acres in corn, 250 bushels, at $1 :£<^ 

50 acres in oats, 500 bushels, at 80 cents 4i«> 

25 acres in rye, 200 bushels, at |1 2(t> 

25 acres in ivheat, 150 bushels, at $1.50 t2b 

Increase and mutton sales of 500 sheep SiK) 

Wool, 3 pounds per head, at 33 cents per pound ^ 

Manure, at|l per head 500 

"•3^475 

Separately each of these products is small, still the aggregate result 
is more than $600 per hand. Yet this is nearly three times the average 
products per hand in the cotton States. That average is in Georgiai 
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8209; in Sa«tii Onrolina, $202; in YirgiDia, $211; Id North Carolina, 
$214. These are the lowest averages. 

The farm products giveu ia the case above supposed are the result of 
the first year of the rotation. The next year the cotton and corn would 
be more than double by penning 500 sheep at night on 50 acres. It is 
the writer's experience that teu sheep regularly penned will manure 
well one acre in a year. Five hundred would, therefore, manure well 
50 acres. The appearance of the ground would not indicate this high 
manuring; but it should be remembered that the liquid manure, which 
is equal in value to the solid, is not visible. If, in addition, a stock of 
cattle were kept and penned on the same 50 acres, then fertility would 
be increased in proportion. It should never be forgotten that accumu- 
lating, saving and applying manure, is as serious a business of the farm 
as making corn or cotton. At the end of the fifth year of this rotation 
the change in the farm would bo equal almost to a transformation, the 
crops being doubled or trebled, without (which is a most important 
point) any material increase of labor or other expense. 

This improvement of the soil, accompanied at first by moderate prof- 
its, and with a great diminution of vexations and unreliable labor, 
should be the great end of the Southern planter. It involves a double 
profit from increased production and increased salable value of the 
soil. 

It will not be inappropriate or without value to quote in this connec- 
tion the language of Lord Bacon, one of the greatest men who has 
lived: 

And of all sorts of Ibrifl for the public good, I would, above all others, commend to yonr 
care the encouragement to be given to husbandry and the improvement of land for tillage. 
There is no such usury as this. The king cannot enlarge the oounds of these iaiands, which 
make up his empire, the ocean being 4he unremovable wall which incloses them ; but he 
may enlarge and multiply the revenue thereof by this honest and harmless way of good 
husbandry. — (Lord Bacon's Works, vol. 2, p. 387.) 

The only stain upon the memory of this illustrious man was his crim- 
inal love of money. Yet in this letter of grave advice to the prime 
minister, the Duke of Buckingham, as to the conduct of i)ublic affairs, 
he unhesitatingly gives it as his opinion that the improvement of the 
soil is the highest usury — in other words, the most profitable use of time 
and money, both by private persons and public functionaries. 

With the southern climate and products, and the wonderfully recu- 
perative power of the soil, if the counsels of Lord Bacon were heeded 
and practiced, how great a change would be witnessed in the plantation 
states in comparatively few years. The southern planter has hereto- 
fore been an uudutiful son to his mother earth. But with all a mother's 
fondness, she is ready to forgive and bestow her smiles and her parental 
favors upon her children who return to their allegiance. If they yield 
to her their first homage and render to her their chief care, the lacerated 
surface would be healed, the gaping chasms would be filled in their due 
season, the fields would wave with grain, or be white in autumn with 
cotton as midwinter's snow, and upon her pastures, verdant with grass, 
tbe lowing herds, the blatant sheep, and the bounding colt would re- 
joice each after its kind as the Creator made them, while the planter, 
now rent with anxiety, as he then looked over this peaceful scene would 
bless God for his happy, teeming home. 

While in these pages the errors of the southern planter have been 
freely condemned, it has not been meant to intimate that there has been 
a want of energy, or industry, or pains- taking and self-denying effort on 
his part. There has been no deficiency in any of these particulars; the 
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error has consisted ia their wrong direction. There are victories of peace 
which are higher, nobler, purer, than those of war. The latter the 
planter lost ; the former he has gloriously achieved. 

If to accept the inevitable, to meet misfortune with calmness, adversity 
with fortitude, losses without repining, aspersion without reply, failure 
with redoubled efiort, be heroic, then the planters of the South, as a class, 
have been heroic, or the world has not known moral heroism. Stunned 
for a season by defeat, stripped of property, seeing their wives and 
daughters, raised in affluence, reduced to menial service, without money 
and without credit, the whole labor system disorganized, Providence 
frowning upon them with an nnbroken sequence of unpropitious sea- 
sons, the mouthing politicians wearying and worrying them with things 
of the past, when their children were crying for bread, they did not 
falter nor were they led astray, but with sublime energy devoted them- 
selves to the restoration of their lost fortunes. 

It is to be deplored that such heroic efitbrt was for the most part 
fruitless. Their condition is outwardly improved, but inwardly debt is 
silently gnawing at their vitals. Their efforts were in the wrong direc- 
tion. The skies had changed, but they had not changed with them. 
They were accustomed to work in one way, and they- knew no other 
way. Their habits were inherited and they could not shake them off. 
Hence, in the new order of affairs, they accumulated rather than re- 
moved difiicnity. As a class throughout the South, it is to be feared 
that the cotton-planters are in a more gloomy condition than immedi- 
ately upon the close of the war. 

It is perhaps unreasonable to expect material changes in habits to 
which they are wedded, among men in advanced life. But among the 
young planters there is hope of a salutary change. To them especially, 
the views which have been presented in this paper are earnestly com- 
mended. They are not the theory of an individual, but the practice of 
every nation in Christendom among whom agriculture flourishes. They 
claim no originality, nor are they novelties to those who are familiar 
with the agricultural practice of other peoples. When compared with 
other systems of agriculture they will be found in practice wherever the 
tiller of the soil is most prosperous. 

A sensible man whose house has been burned down, before he re- 
builds will naturally inquire if other persons in other places are not en- 
joying conveniences which were not to be found in the old dwelling. 
The planter has been required to build up a system of farming upon the 
ruins of the old one. He must, in a sense, and to a certain degree, for- 
get the agricultural past. He must inquire how other persons in other 
countries have managed and prospered who never owned negroes. 
And so far as differences in soil and climate will allow, must appropri- 
ate to himself whatever is excellent in their management. If he can- 
not travel, these things must be learned from conversation with informed 
men, books, and agricultural periodicals. He should never forget that 
farming with slave labor, and farming with free labor, are as different 
as slavery and freedom. 

In this paper nothing has been said of the oppression of the planter 
by merchants, transportation lines, &c. This burden is almost beyond 
endurance. The poor planter is the pigeon to be plucked. The short- 
est and best mode of relief is to sell direct, not to the spinner beyond 
the sea, but to the spinner at home. True, we have but few cotton- 
factories at the South. The statement that the South has not sufficient 
capital to build cotton-factories is incorrect. If the planters would 
adopt the practice of diversified husbandry, planting P^^X A^ft-h^'^ ^^® 
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nsual amoant of cotton, the sale of the males for which they would 
then hare no necessity, and the saving of the wages of the hands neces- 
sary to work them, would furnish a sufficient capital to fill the whole 
land with the hum of machinery. Twenty-five thousand dollars would 
make a beginning of a factory which, well managed, would end in a 
large and prosperpus establishment, it would require the sale of 167 
surplus mules at $150 each to furnish $25,000. What large cotton 
county in the South, under the proposed change, could not furnish this 
surplus number? Some years before the war, two enterprising men 
began a cotton-factory in Chattooga County, in Georgia, with a capital 
of $25,000. No railroads were then in existence in that section. Now, 
the nearest railroad is twenty-five miles distant. Yet, from profits alone, 
besides fair annual dividends, the sum of $200,000 is there invested, a 
population of 900 persons is supported, and the farmers of the vicinity, 
in various ways, annually save more than $10,000. The cotton-mills 
must be brought to the cotton — at least those which manufacture coarse 
fabrics. It would be a grand consummation if not a bale of raw cotton 
were shipped from the South. This would not only sweep away the 
whole species of cotton-leeches but would relieve the planter from the 
wholesale plundering which strips him of the small profits which he 
might otherwise make. For the accomplishment of this pnri>ose it* is 
useless for him to call on Hercules. It is in vain to look to the North 
or to Europe for manufacturing capital. The planter must put his own 
shoulders to the wheel, content with moving it, it may be at first, but 
a few inches at a time. This can be done by converting capital, now not 
idle but hurtfuUy used in the impoverishment of the soil, into an instru- 
ment of solid prosperity. 

Those persons at the North who may have thought of making consid- 
erable investments in southern lauds, will probably say that iu these 
pages a gloomy view of southern agriculture is presented. It is gloomy 
in the present fact, but cheering in the future possibility, and, it may 
be added, probability. To such persons the writer would say that por- 
tions of the South offer great inducements in mining and manufactur- 
ing. Equal inducements are offered on the largest scale, and with the 
largest capital, in raising sheep and cattle. These may be profitably 
numbered by hundreds and thousands, and may be kept at prob- 
ably one-half the expense which would be incurred at the West. But 
the South oft'ers no inducement to the investment of large capital in 
cotton plantations to be worked by negro labor. Such investments by 
northern men and Europeans have ended almost invariably in sad dis- 
aster. But if the class of northern men who usually " go West,'^ ad- 
venturous and industrious young men with small families, who labor 
with their own hands, would come to the healthy portions of the South, 
their prospects of health, comfort, and steady and even rapid accumula- 
tion, would be bright. This is the population which the South most 
needs, for a twofold purpose : one as purchasers of our excess of land, 
the other to illustrate before the eyes of the cotton-planter the benefits 
of mixed farming. By the mass of cotton-planters, stock-raising as a 
business, and the cultivation of clover and the grasses, are but little under- 
stood. One successful practical example in a neighborhood would be 
worth volumes of written or printed instruction. Peaceful, industrious, 
intelligent, and law-abiding men of this class would be welcome iu all 
parts of the South ; wherever a helping hand was needed, it would be 
cordially extended to them. 

If there be one class of men rather than another throughout this great 
country, whose duty and inclination it is to forget the painful past and 
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to cultivate and maintain peaceful relations with their fellow-beings, 
it is the tillers of the earth, which brings forth its fraits alike to the in- 
dustrious wherever found, and which is the handiwork of Him whose 
great glory it is to dispense ^' peace on earth and good will to men.'' 
In the exhibition of this kindly temper, no portion of the great brother- 
hood of farmers will be more decided than the planters of the South. 



THE DAIRY. 

EASTERN AND WESTERN DAIRYING. 

While the dairy-factory interest is gradually extending in all direc- 
tions, its greatest current expansion is to be found in the Western and 
Northwestern States, offering the advantages of lower cost of land 
and feed as compared with the old, rich, dairy regions of Kew York. 
The increase of production in the latter State in 1874 was relatively 
small, while western agricultural journals reported the establishment 
of many new factories, a portion of them in sections hitherto entirely 
unused to the business. 

!New York maintains its supremacy in the market, the natural accom- 
paniment of compact volume of production and superior character of 
make. This latter is not merely the consequence of better grasses and 
better climate ; it is quite as much the result of skilled and careful prac- 
tice on the part of milk-producers and dairy- manufacturers. Competition, 
interchange of experience, and a growing sense of individual responsi- 
bility among patrons of factories at the West have lessened differences 
in prices of eastern and western dairy products. But in the matter 
of butter westei:n producers still suffer enormous losses, and even their 
better grades are depressed in price by the bad reputation of a great 
proportion of their make. Fully aware of the difficulties to be sur- 
mounted, and at the same time encouraged by the progress of the past 
few years, leading dairymen in that region continue their efforts for the 
extension of the factory system in butter-making, and for the better ap- 
preciation by dairy farmers of prime points of management. The estab- 
lishment of regular market-days and special boards of trade in centers 
of dairying at the West has done much to advance the profits of pro- 
ducers. 

Even the disadvantages of inferior soils and grasses, in western dairy 
regions, are being gradually removed as well-directed cultivation works 
out its ameliorating effect. In exemplification of the history of dairy- 
ing in Wisconsin, Mr. Chester Hazen, president of the Wisconsin Dairy- 
men's Association, says that in his county of Fond du Lac there were 
in 1850 but three or four dairymen who made cheese, and they were 
from the State of New York. There was then very little sale for cheese. 
Farms were new, and there was very little land in cultivated grass: the 
soil was too alkaline for really-good pasture or mowing, althougn ex- 
cellent for grain. This alkaline quality, the result in great measure of 
repeated burning of vegetation during hundreds of years, disappeared 
gradually, even from uncultivated fields, as the supply of ashes was 
cutoff, and much more rapidly from cultivated soil, and the land be- 
came more adapted to grass. This change in the character of the soil 
necessitated change in the order of crops, and with this change came 
an increased dairy-production. The importance of this branch of in- 
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dastry in the State is shown by the fact that, from their origin in 1864, 
the number of these establishments had increased to 130 in 1873, mana- 
facturing 10,000,000 pounds of cheese. 

BBI'OBT OF THE KEW YORK BXJTTEB AND CHEESE EXCHANGE. 

The following significant paragraphs appear in a late report of a com- 
mittee of the New York butter and cheese exchange, bearing on pro- 
posed changes in the classification of butter in that market : 

The celebrated fine State dairies (of New York,) held in reserve for winter market, are 
made onlj in the finest dairy districts, are most skillfully and perfectly made, and packed in 
nniform {Mickages, numbered as packed, and kept in cool dairy cellars, expressly fitted, and 
in many instances cooled by runnings streams of water. Until this system of dairying, 
with the requisite conditions of pure water and grazing, are introduced in the western states, 
their product will not compare with that of the eastern states. This can be accomplished 
by lucreasing and improving the herds and grazing and the adoption of the New York 
dairy system, or by the creamery system of taking the milk, where the dairies are small 
and scattering, to a common factory for the taianuiacture of butter of a uniform quality, the 
same as the factory system in cheese-making. 

Of western butter arriving in this market, it is estimated that less than 2 per cent, is made 
on the system followed in the State of New York. In the Western States, as a whole, the 
herds are comparatively small, and the waters and grazing in many sections impure. The 
butter is gathered in small parcels and reworked together, in order to have it uniform in 
character, all of which is more or less injurious to its keeping qualities. While great strides 
of improvement have taken place, to the extent of an enhancement of its market value 
some 40 per cent, in two or three years, there is still room for great progress by the adoption 
of the eastern system, and co-operating with the transportation companies in recommending 
and encouraging improved facilities for safe and quick transportation. 

The committee, in conclusion, recommend that in the 23'ew York 
market, butter be divided into two classes, eastern and western, with 
corresponding grades. Western dairymen object that, with this classifi- 
cation, eastern butter obtains an unfair advantage over like qualities of 
western, and that the just classification would be by qualities, without 
division according to region of production. 

AMKEICAN DAIRY-PEODUCTS IN ENGLAND. 

In the general market, constantly varying character of packages of 
dairy-produce received from any given region must necessarily work 
injury to the producers of that region, taken in mass, skilled and care- 
ful makers suffering to greater or less extent from the shortcomings of 
the careless and unskilled. The superior workman must bear some un- 
deserved loss in present price, and in that reputation which gives guaran- 
tee of future profits. We have seen that such inequality of character 
tells largely on prices of Western dairy produce in our own chief center 
of trade ; and when we turn to consider the standing of American cheese 
in the English market, we find a similar depressing influence there at 
work. A late issue of the Scottish Farmer remarks tJiat American 
dairymen can make good butter and cheese, but that neither of these 
commands a relatively high price in that market, for the reason that 
no two cases of receipts are alike in taste, flavor, or color. This irreg- 
ularity detracts from the value of every lot brought in ; and although 
this has been repeatedly pointed out by dealers, there has been no marked 
improvement, notwithstanding improvement in particular packages. In 
special respect to butter, it is added that French butter is very equal in 
character. Examination of one package answers for all, so that they 
pass like bank-notes, and continuous arrivals have the same character- 
istic. Great attention is paid in France to uniformity in color, taste, 
&c. Kegs are exactly alike in size, and are filled by machinery to pre- 
cisely the same weight. ^ 
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There can be no doubt as to the practical value of the strictares on 
the character of oar cheese export. Th^ same criticisms, in substance, 
have often been uttered by experts in our own country. As regards 
our butter export, we cannot at present expect any essential change in 
its character, since it is but the refuse of our home market. But the 
above suggestions are entirely applicable to our home trade in butter. 

A WELL MANAGED CREAMERY. 

In exemplification of good factory management of butter, we give, in 
part, Professor Arnold's description of practice at the Speedsville 
Creamery, situated on the boundary line of Tioga and Tompkins Conn- 
ties, New York. The buildings of the factory are old, and the surround- 
ing country is rough and uninviting in appearance, but the interior of 
the establishment is thoroughly clean, and its air is pure. The arrange- 
ments are of the old style, and six persons are required in manufacturing 
the milk of 550 cows. In the room for raisiug cream there are five pools 
20 inches deep. Four of these ai-e sufiicieut to cool the milk of SOO to 
1,000 cows, and the fifth poo), smaller than the others, is used for holding 
cream. By this means there can be division of water for cooling, so that 
each mess of the day's milk may be set and cooled by itself, not warm- 
ing up milk already cooled. There is a good supply of water, entering 
the factory at a temperature of about 5{P. Common cooler-pails are 
used. The factory receives 12,000 pounds of milk daily, on an average. 
Soon after the present manager assumed charge, he had ventilators put 
in the covers of cans of all the patrons who could be induced to accept 
the improvement free of cost. ' Throughout the hot season taint was 
prevented in the cans thus altered, but there has been occasional trouble 
with milk in the unventilated cans. Here it is suggested that, as many 
patrons of creameries will not take the trouble to cool their milk 
thoroughly, the practical remedy lies in the use of ventilated cans, and 
that in establishing a creamery and butter factory the use of such cans 
should be made obligatory on all parties supplying milk. In Mr. Arnold's 
opinion, when milk is carried no farther than a customary distance to 
such factories, the cream can all be raised. 

The cbamingf at the Speedsville Creamery is done by two rockin^-shafts, driYen by steam. 
The churns are barrel-formed, with a bottom head 18 inches in diameter, inside measare, 
and 30 inches high, holding 1^ barrels each. The dashes or floats are unusually large. They 
cover three-quarters of the area of a horizontal section ot the churn. Two forms are used. 
One of them, recently introduced, is made of 2-inch ash plank, and is a solid circle 16^ 
inches in diameter, made concave on the under side. The hollowing out on the under side 
is done so that when the dash, afler being raised above the cream, goes down, a cashion of 
air will strike the cream instead of the hard wood. I3y this means the least possible injury 
is done to the grain of the butter. The other style of dash is made in the usual way, with 
cross-floats which are large enough to cover as much snr£ice as the solid circle. The churn- 
ing is done with a slow stroke, counted at thirty-four to the minute, and at a temperature 
of 56^ In summer and 60^ in cool weather, and requires from one to two hours to bring the 
butter, the cream being varied a little in temperature and quantity, so that the churnii shall 
not all come off at once. When the butter begins to appear in granules, the pace is slack- 
ened down to half speed, or below, and cold water enough put in to increase the contents of 
the chum so much tliat the dash, in its upward stroke, will not rise quite out of the cream. 
In this way the dash is prevented from pressing the granules together, and they become 
hard without adhering, and the butter is gathered in a granular form, in lumps of the size 
ot peas and grains of wheat, which the cold water added makes very hard. When the 
gatnering^ is completed, the churn is detached and the butter taken out in this form and 
dropped into a vessel of cold water (an extra churn is used for this purpose) and rinsed 
twice, when it is perfectly cleansed of buttermilk and ready for salting without a particle of 
working. All that is required, the butter being in granules, is a little stirring with the hand 
while in the cold water. The hands of the operator are employed for this purpose, and for 
taking the butter from the churns, because it can be handled with less compression than 
with a ladle. The hands are prepared for this work by plunging them first in warm water, 
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and then in cold, and rubbings them till they are soaked bo that batter will not stick to them, 
and till they are so chilled as to check perspiration entirely. This work is done so carefully 
that the butter keeps its granular form without even leaving hardly a print of the hands 
upon it. After washing, it is placed upon the butter-worker, which is composed of an in- 
clined slab and lever, and one pound of Ashton salt is thoroughly incorporated with 16 pounds 
of batter. It is then set aside for a few hours for the salt to dissolve, when a part of the 
brine, which is as clear as dew-drops, is worked out, and it is ready for packing. Firkins 
are mostly used for packing. They are made of oak, and hold 104 pounds. Before using 
they are first soaked in strong brine, cold ; then in boiling-hot brine, and this is left stand- 
ing in the cask till it is cold and until the firkin is wanted for use. The loose head is treated 
the same as the body of the cask. 

Concerning the construction of churns, Mr. Arnold says that a dash- 
churn with a diminutive dash requires a multitude of strokes to bring 
the butter, which comes so unevenly that a second or third churning of 
the same batch will often be rewarded with a fair return ; the dash 
should be so large that in its downward motion it will crowd the cream 
rather than whip through it. 

On visiting some creameries in Orange County, which send butter 
daily to the Sfew York City market, he noticed some imperfections in 
churning arising from defects in construction of churns, and saw that the 
buttermilk was not completely worked out from the butter. But the 
milk and cream had at the outset been well cared for, the butter was 
high colored and finely flavored, and, though not suited for distant trans- 
portation and long keeping, was very acceptable for ready consumption 
and brought a high price. 

The contrast to the Speedsville example is set forth in the statement 
of Mr. Harris Lewis, that there are cheese-factories which never will 
be able to make another pound of first-class cheese until the filth that 
has accumulated beneath them^shall have been removed, or the build- 
ings themselves removed. He had visited a factory in his own county 
where the whey had been suffered to find its way beneath the floor, 
which lay near the ground, and in walking, the floor would spring be- 
neath his weight and the maggots would rise freely from the cracks. 
But not alone factory-managers are inexcusably in fault, for he adds : 
*' It is a solemn fact that milk is carried in the spring and fall to some 
of our cheese-factories with cow-manure mixed with it in the liquid form 
and in the lump. ' * * * These taints do not cease their work under 
the manipulation of the milk at the factory ; but they continue their work, 
and the end, in butter, is rancidity, and in cheese, rottenness." Hlus- 
trating the manner in which these taints exhibit themselves in the final 
product, he said that a grocer in his region once asked him to examine 
some cheese which had given dissatisfaction. The article was fine, rich, 
and salvy in appearance, but the odor and taste plainly suggested that 
the milk had been fouled with manure. A little of the latter could be 
made to go a great way in milk or its manufactured product. 

AERATION AND CLEANLINESS. 

Mr. Hubbard, a dairyman of Brimfield, Massachusetts, gives a simi- 
lar exx)erience showing the evils consequent on want of cleanliness in 
milking or in care of milk. As to neglect in cooling milk he says that 
milk is shipped fix)m his locality to Boston once in twenty-four hours, 
and that dealers have more trouble with evening's milk shipped in the 
evening than with morning's milk shipped at the same time, the reason 
being that the latter was allowed to cool a sufficient time before closing 
the cans, and the opposite was the case with the evening's milk. 

Mr. Lewis states an experiment in aerating and cooling milk. He di- 
vided a quantity of milk from his dairy into three portions : \^(3^fe 
16 A ^ 
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aired and cooled to 51^ ; lot 2 was shut up in a can at the same tempera- 
ture which it had as it came from the cow, about 98^, and was exposed 
to the heat of the sun as milk often is when carted in the open wagon 
to the factory or the village-market ; lot 3 was exposed to bad odors. 
Lot 3 putrefied in 40 minutes, and in 70 minutes was rotten ^ lot 2 reached 
the same condition in seven hours; lot 1, after standing one hundred 
and twenty hours, was found perfectly sweet. 

Milk strictly pure and well cared for is the foundation of successful 
dairying. Yet, often as this principle has been enunciated and often as 
it has been carried out in individual practice, there are thousands of 
milk-farmers who disregard it, and foul pastures, impure water from 
stagnant pools or tainted barn-yard wells, harsh treatment, and careless 
milking continue to be fruitful causes of bad milk. Frequently farmers, 
correct in other particulars of practice, act on the supposition that water 
quite unfit for the drink of human beings may be entirely suitable for 
milch cows. Uuventilated or cold, imperfectly boarded cow-bams are 
also stumbling-blocks in the way of American dairying. Mr. Z. A. Gil- 
bert, a well-known agriculturist of Maine, speaking of the favorable 
prospects of associated dairying in that State, points out these errors 
and others of which he has been cognizant — the driving cows consider- 
able distances to ponds or streams for drink during inclement winter 
weather, and the want of proper provision for foddering cows in sum* 
mer, during drought and scanty pasture. '^ In Maine,'' he says, ^'rnore 
cows go hungry in summer than in winter." Mr. Arnold says that when 
tight bams first began to be built in Central New York dairymen were 
much surprised at the saving made in feeding. It was found that there 
was a saving of one-third of the feed which had been required in the 
open barns formerly in vogue. He adds that care should be taken to 
provide sufBcient ventilation in tight, warm stables. 

HEATINa HLLK FOR BUTTEB, &0. 

Heating milk in preparation for butter is no new procedure, but of 
late its advantages and limitations in use have been more precisely de- 
fined. In recent experiments, milk heated to 130^ and set away to cool 
of itself, kept sweet longer than unheated milk cooled to 60^. The 
cream rose more quickly and as perfectly. The yield of butter was 
quite as great, and had a purer flavor and brought a higher price than 
. butter from milk not heated. Heating is found a very effective remedy 
In cases where milk has been tainted by retention of animal odor, the 
latter being quickly thrown off at a temperature of 130^. One experi- 
menter reports that. May IS, he scalded to 130^, and let the milk 
stand seventv-two hours, and then made it into excellent cheese and 
butter, and that several lots of milk were afterward successfully treated 
in like manner. In one case, having received a can of tainted milk, he 
scalded a part of its contents to 140^, the other portion not being heated, 
and set both lots in cold water, side by side. That not scalded soured 
in twelve hours, and its cream turned purple. The scalded milk was 
put in for cheese at the end of sixty hours, sweet and well flavored. 

This employment of heat is rather indicated as remedial, and is not 
recommended where milk is already in first-rate condition. 

MICBOSCOPIO INYBSTIGATIONB. 

The microscopic investigations of Dr. E. L. Stortevaut, of Massacha- 
setts, in comparing the butter globules of milk from difierent breeds of 
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COWS, show that the globules in the milk of Jersey cows are large and 
comparatively uniform in size ; those in the milk of Dutch cows are 
small, but uniform in size ; those in the milk of Ayrshires are irregular 
in size, ranging in magnitude between the Jersey and the Dutch. The 
larger the globules, the quicker they rise as cream ; the more uniform 
their size, the more complete is the separation of the cream from the 
milk. At the temperature of 7(P Jersey milk gave up all its cream in 
four hours, and the line of separation of the cream from the milk was 
very distinct. The Ayrshire milk gave up its cream in twelve hours, 
and the milk of Dutch cows required a somewhat longer time. When 
the different creams were mixed and churned, there was this disadvan- 
tage, that though a portion of the butter came quickly, a much longer 
time was required for another portion of the churning. This being the 
case, some of the first-obtained grannies were injured by overchuming, 
and the total product of butter was not as great as when each kind of 
cream was churned separately. The experiments, to such length as 
they were carried, indicated that the further from calving the smaller 
the globules, and the more uniform in size. Feed and condition ap- 
peared to exercise an influence on the size of the globules and on the 
^rain of the butter. 

FBENOH DAIBY-BOOMS. 

In its issues of February and March, 1874, the Journal W Agriculture 
Pratique^ of Paris, publishes an elaborate aocount of the farm of 
Lisors, the property of M. Achille Pouyer, and situate not far from Paris. 
We give some particulars concerning the construction of the dairy- 
rooms of the farm. These formerly, according to the custom of the re- 
gion, had their floor below the level of the soil, but a visit to the island 
of Jersey, and to the canton of Isigny, near the English Channel, which 
contain the dairies producing the choicest butter for the London and 
Paris markets, induced the proprietor to reconstruct his dairy-rooms 
on au improved plan. In the former, partly subterraneous construction 
there prevailed generally an injurious humidity, and the ventilation 
was quite imperfect; so that, notwithstanding all the care exercised 
in superintendence, a persistent odor greatly deteriorated the cream 
and butter. The new dairy-rooms are included in the farm-house, and 
are on a level with the surface of the ground. They are three in num- 
ber: the summer dairy, the winter dairy, and the creamery. The win- 
dows by which the rooms are lighted are furnished with blinds, , 
and the walls are pierced above and below by ventilating orifices, 
over which wire cloth is stretched to prevent the entrance of flies. 
The winter milk-room is comparatively small, and is warmed by 
an exterior stove in order that no dust may fall on the cream. The 
summer room is large and high. In order to secure an equable temper- 
ature and complete ventilation, there is suspended before a large open- 
ing in its eastern wall a curtain of sail-cloth which, agitated by a wind- 
corrent, maintains a stratum of fresh air, neutralizing the heat of 
the sun's rays. Furthermore, the apartment Is encircled by au iron 
water-pipe having an interior diameter of .05 meter or about 2 inches, and 
furnished with a cock for regulating the flow. To this pipe are fitted 
at intervals of 2 meters, or 6^ feet, brass tubes pierced with numerous 
small holes, hardly more than capillary in size, from which water is made 
to ooze at will. By this apparatus may be maintained on the pavement 
of the apartm^it a thin watery covering, constantly evaporating and 
<»mmunicating a refreshing coolness to the air. Any excess of water 
which may occur is carried off by an underdrain, the pavemei^t ' 
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an inclination suited to this purpose. The tiles used for paving are 
about one foot square and 1 J inches thick, and are laid in Portland 
cement, and the walls are covered with this cement up to the height of 
20 inches above the pavement. 

BUTTER-FARMING. 

A butter-dealer in the State of JSew York gives these particulars of 
certain dairies in Chautauqua County, whose product he has handled : 
Dairy of A. Tefft, numbering twelve cows, made from March 15, to 
December 10, 1873, two hundred and sixty-nine days, 3,565 pounds of 
butter, averaging 297 pounds per cow ; average price per pound, 31.7 
cents ; gross returns per cow, $94.17. The herd received as an extra 
daily feed a total of 24 pounds of corn and oats, ground, and 25^ pounds 
of bran in skimmed milk; entire cost, 53.9 cents; net proceeds per 
cow, $82.09. O. Brun son's herd of seventeen cows averaged for two 
hundred and sixty-nine days 280.82 pounds of butter per cow ; average 
price of the butter, 31.14 cents. A. P. Brunson, during the same length 
of time, averaged from twenty-four cows 246.54 pounds of butter per 
cow. 

Mr. William Depue, of Hopewell Center, New York, reports in the 
Ontario Times that he has a half-blood Alderney cow, about six years 
old, that, during the year April 6, 1873, to April 5, 1874, made 504 pounds 
of butter, besides supplying milk to the family. 

At a meeting of the Franklin (Mass.) Harvest Club, in the early part 
of 1874, Mr. H. C. Haskell, of Deerfield, made the following statement 
on his herd of pure and grade Jerseys for seven years : 
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This statement does not include milk and bntte r used in the family 
nor the raising of calves. Owing to certain circumstances no exhibit 
of the herd was made for 1873. One heifer, weighing only 640 pounds, 
came in at fifteen months of age, and commenced making six pounds 
of butter per week. Mr. Haskell gives the following items of average 
cost of feeding his cows during the year ending May 1, 1874: Pasture, 
twenty-eight weeks, at 75 cents per week, $21 j If tons of hay, at $17 
per ton, $29.75; 20 bushels of corn, at 72 cents per bushel, $14.40^ 
total, $65.15. 

" E. K." of Whitewater, Wis., writes to the American Agriculturist 
that from a Jersey cow four years old, owned by him, 315| pounds of 
butter were made in ten months, from March, 1873, to December, 1873, 
inclusive. The amounts per month were: In March, 40| pounds ; April, 
41f pounds; May, 31f pounds; June, 39 pounds; tfuly, 33 pounds; 
August, 31J pounds ; September, 35 pounds ; October, 26 jpounds ; No- 
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vember, 20 poands ; December, 17^ pounds. One of the teats of the 
cow bad been accidentally injared. 

The following particulars are from statements made in January and 
February, 1874, by the firm of I. Boies & Son, well-known butter- 
makers, of Marengo, III. They had, at the latter date, 134 cows. 
The rale of management was that these should come in in September 
and October, after going dry sixty days. With this course compara- 
tively little butter is made in hot weather. They were buying 4,000 
pounds of milk daily from neighbors, this supply being kept up in win- 
ter as well as summer. They aim to feed their cows all that they can 
with safety. Their annual average of butter per cow is about 300 
pounds, bringing 40 cents per pound at home. They feed the sour milk 
to bogs, from which they derive a good profit, notwithstanding low 
prices of pork. The manure obtained from their animals brings the 
farm into a fertile condition ; it had enabled them to obtain from their 
com -land 100 bushels per acre. The daily feed in winter to each cow in 
milk consists of ten pounds of corn and oatmeal, mixed in nearly «qual 
proportion, one pound of oil-meal cake, one full feed of com in the stalk, 
and all the hay the cow will eat — estimated at an average of not more 
than ten pounds daily, chiefly timothy. It is calculated that each cow 
will eat twenty bushels of corn in the stalk during winter. The ration 
of oil-cake is highly valued, and dropping it has at once caused a shrink- 
age of milk; bat too large use of the cake would injure the butter. 
The cows receive the meal during the whole time that they are in milk, 
bat the hay and unhusked corn are given only in winter. The cost of 
keeping a cow for the year is placed at $42, including $27 for purchased 
food. The farm has 330 acres of tillable land« In 1873 about 100 acres 
were in pasture; 100 tons of hay were produced, and about 1,000 bushels 
of oats; 45 acres were in corn. For the winter of 1873-74 the amount 
of purchased hay would be about 70 tons, and all the meal used would 
be bought. The hogs are kept thirty to sixty days, receive on an aver- 
age 4^ bushels of corn each, besides sour milk, and their average gain 
iu weight is estimated at 110 pounds. In the case of twenty hogs, pur- 
chaised at $8.12^ per one hundred pounds, they were fed for forty days, 
and then sold at $8 per hundred of live weight, realizing $111 over their 
first cost and the cost of corn eaten. It was estimated that the num- 
ber of hogs bought, fattened, and sold during the year ending in April, 
1874, would be nearly 1,000. 

In April, 1370, the firm commenced, without experience, to make but- 
ter from forty cows. The next winter they shipped milk to Chicago, 
bat sometimes found it difficult to reach the train ; also met with loss 
through damaged cans, and stealing of milk when on the cars. The next 
snmmer they were offered 12 cents per gallon for milk delivered in 
Chicago, and decided to make butter, which they have continued to do 
49iace then. 

DAIBT STATISTICS. 

At the meeting of the Vermont Dairymen's Association in the latter 
part of January, 1874, the following statements were presented concern- 
ing herds of Jersey cows in Pomfret : Mr. Obed Whipple, jr., has 15 cows, 
inclading five two-year old heifers which came in in June and July. Be- 
sides milk, &c., used in his large family, he made, in 1873, 3,943 pounds of 
batter, which was contracted for at 60 cents per pound. In summer he 
fed two quarts of meal daily, adding four quarts of corn after Septem- 
ber 1. In the third week of December, a trial with three new milch- 
oows showed a pound of butter from 17| pounds of milk. Mr. E. S. Wood 
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has eleven cowb ^ has made since March 16, 1873, 2,933 poands of batter. 
In December he made three trials respecting the quantity of milk required 
for one pound of butter. In the first trial the milk stood forty-eight hours, 
and 12^ pounds of milk were required for one pound of butter. In the sec- 
ond trial the milk stood thirty-six hours, and 12f pounds of milk were re- 
quired. In the third trial the milk stood forty-eight hours and 12^ 
pounds of milk were required. In June he tried twelve or fourteen cows 
at different times, with an average result of a little over 16 pounds of 
milk for one pound of butter. In these dairies the milk was set in com- 
mon milk-pans on milk-racks. Mr. O. M. Tinkham has a cow four years 
old which came in March 15, 1873, to come in again March 7, 1874, and 
'which gave, in the second week in January, 8 pounds of milk per day, 
yielding 11^ ounces of butter, being at the rate of 11| pounds of milk for 
one pound of butter. Mr. Tiukham did not find the old-fashioned dash- 
churn available for Jersey cream, on account of the thickness and so- 
lidity of the latter. Professor Arnold remarked that thick cream should 
always be thinned before churning. In answer to inquiry as to the 
reason why one Pomfret dairyman got only 43 cents per pound for bat- 
ter, while another got 60 cents, Mr. Tinkham said that the butter of the 
former was put up in tubs, and that of the latter in one-quarter-pound 
balls, wrapped in muslin, packed in tin cans surrounded by ice, and ex- 
pressed to Boston. 

Mr. Bliss said that in Franklin County, Vermont, the manufacture of 
butter is found more profitable than that of cheese, and cheese-factories 
are therefore suffering in point of business. 

An account of the operations of the Keeler Butter-Factory, Franklin 
County, IJew York, states that the season of 1873 commenced May 26 
and closed November 3 j 150 cows were employed, and 395,706 pounds of 
milk were received, from which were made 17,395 pounds of butter, 
showing an average of 22.75 pounds of milk for one pound of butter. 
There are said to be about twelve other butter-factories in the county, 
employing from 150 to 400 cows each. The butter is of excellent quality. 
In 1873 a large amount was shipped to the Boston market. 

Mr. G. E. Brackett, of Waldo County, Maine, reports that associated 
dairying is making rapid progress in that State. The first cheese-fac- 
tory in Maine was established about three years ago. In 1873 there 
were twenty-three cheese-factories in the State, and, in addition, a large 
number were incorporated by the legislature in the early part of 1874 
In respect to Waldo County, which is taking a prominent position in 
associated dairying, the number of cows in towns where cheese-factories 
have been established has increased 10 per cent., and there is prospect 
of a much larger increase in 1875. The average number of cows per 
factory is as yet small, being estimated at between 150 and 160. 

The cheese season of 1874 opened with good prices and a quick de- 
mand. So pressing were buyers that an unusual amount of green cheese 
was taken from factories. In July a temporary panic occurred in the 
market, and prices were suddenly and greatly depressed, but soon com- 
menced rising, and a short fall product consequent on drought, assisted 
in bringing best grades nearly to the figures of the early part of the 
season. The depression in July was attributed to a reaction from the 
rush of preceding months, and to the large amount's of imperfectly-cured 
cheese token on the market. Large quantities had gone forward at six 
to fourteen days from the shelf. The deduction drawn from the fluctua- 
tions of midsummer is that while manufacturers can hardly be expected 
to hold newly-made cheese in opposition to urgent and liberal offers, 
they should remember that a pi^esent success with jmperfectlv cured 
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cheese is not without its prospective drawbacks in the conseqaenees of a 
depreciated repatatioD, and they are advised, as a precautionary measure, 
to withhold their brands from cheese going in partly green condition 
to dealers, and thus disavow responsibility for imperfect curing. To 
the argument that cheese will, under ordinarily favorable circumstances, 
cure well after shipment from the factory, it is replied that though green 
cheese may not spoil under such circumstances, it cannot ripen to that 
flavor which it would obtain when cured on the shelf. Generally, prices 
are depressed in July and August, owing to the large amounts of chee|e 
hurried forward by makers at that time, and it is claimed that factories 
provided with well-contrived curing-rooms will, by holding cheese during 
the depressed prices oi the heated term, be able to secure prices which 
will more than counterbalance shrinkage and interest. 

WESTERN EXPORTS OF CHEESE. 

Mr. G. H. Wilder, a prominent cheese-manufacturer of Evansville, 
Wis., in a letter to the secretary of the Wisconsin Dairymen's Associa- 
tion, says that during the summer of 1873, he shipped several car-loads 
of cheese to Liverpool, via New York, and realized quite as much from 
the adventure as he could have obtained in the home market. But on 
examining the bills of sales and expenses he found that the latter were 
more than 25 per cent, of the gross sales, and he became convinced that 
a considerable saving might be made. Intending to ship still more 
largely in 1S74, and having a large amount on hand at date of Novem- 
ber 13, to dispose of, he concluded to make a shipment direct to Liver- 
pool, and to go there in person, superintend sales, make himself acquaint- 
ed with the best dealers, and study the special requirements of the 
English market. The undertaking cost him about three months in time^ 
and the saving efiected in the expenses of the shipment paid him the 
pecuniary cost of his trip, about $400 ; furthermore, very advantageous 
arrangements were made for the future. Through-freight rates could 
be got from any railroad station in Wisconsin to any port or railroad 
station in England, at a cost of shipment not more than 50 cents per 
hundred gi'eater than from Central or Western New York. The same 
advances on shipments could be made in Wisconsin as at New York. 
Wisconsin cheese can be shipped to England ten to twenty days old» 
and arrive in condition to return larger profits than if it had been held 
longer at the factory, there being a large saving in shrinkage. 

GHEESE-FAGTOBY RULES. 

Mr. L. L. Wight, of Whitestown, Oneida Copnty, New York, sends the 
following ^'suggestions for the season of 1874 "to the patrons of his 
factory: 1. Milch-cows should have free access at all times to good 
running water. 2. They should never be heated by being run, stoned^ 
or dogged. 3. The utmost cleanliness should be observed in milking ; 
and by no means should the hand be wet in the milk. 4. No can of 
milk should stand where it will absorb the barn-yard or stable odor, 
or any other scent. 5. The milk should be strained and well aired imme- 
diately after having been drawn from the cows. 6. Some arrangement 
for quick and effectual cooling is at all times very desirable ] when 
the milk is kept at home over night this is indispensable. 7. Scalding 
all vessels used about milk at least once a day with boiling water, and 
rinsing them with cold water at night, is essential. 8. Keeping the 
strippings at home is morally and legally as bad as waterii^^g^^e 
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milk should be sent to the factory as soon after milking as possible. 
Bale 10 touches the times of morning and evening delivery at the fac- 
tory. Bale 11 reads thus : Any milk which does not habitually keep 
«weet and pare until 1 o'clock p. m. will be made into cheese by itself, 
and the cheese sold by itself, the furnisher and furnishers of such milk 
receiving only the actual avails of his or their own milk. Such persons' 
milk will again be mixed with the good only when the manufacturer is 
satisfied that a permanent reform has been made in the method of 
taking care of it. 

DAIRY BOARDS OF TRADS. 

At a meeting of the Northwestern Dairymen's Association, in Febru- 
ary, 1874, the secretary of the Elgin Board of Trade stated that the 
board was organized in March, 1872. It held semi-monthly sales for 
a short time, but the increasing business soon made it necessary to 
hold weekly sales. !Notwithstanding the unfavorable prophesies of cer- 
tain commission-men, the enterprise prospered. Chicago dealers found 
it for their interest to attend the sales, and at the close of the year 
the board numbered over one hundred members, and the total sales 
had reached $80,000. In 1873 forty-two factories, including several 
Wisconsin factories, were represented on the board. Sixteen factories 
sold all, or nearly all, their season's make through this medium, and 
many private dairies disposed of their products in the same manner, at 
better prices than could be got elsewhere. Sellers had the advantage 
of recourse to the bulletin-board showing latest prices of cheese and 
butter in the principal markets of the country. Through the operations 
of the organization a large saving has been eflFected to sellers by avoid- 
ing charges of commission-men ; and the secretary estimated that in this 
way there were saved to makers of cheese and batter in 1873 over 
$18,500. Daring 1873 there were sold on the board 40,629 cheeses, 
weighing 1,726,316 pounds, and 62,061 pounds of batter. Total re- 
ceipts from sales, $219,177.53. At the time of the report there were 
nine creameries within ten miles of Elgin, selling daily 5,805 pounds of 
cheese and 1,405 pounds of butter ; and these sales would have been 
made through the board had not the latter closed its rooms for the 
winter. 

The secretary of the Dairy Board of Trade of Sheboygan County, Wis 
consin, reported that the board was organized in Marcli, 1873, by the 
Dairymen's Association of that county. Of 1,070,000 pounds of cheese 
made in the county during the season of 1873, 452,000 pounds, or nearly 
one-half, were ofiFered for sale on the sale-days of the board. The organ- 
ization had been of great advantage as a medium of business and mu- 
tual information, and the secretary suggested the employment of similar 
agencies for the sale of all farm-products. 

The Watertown (Wis.) Dairy Board of Trade was organized in 1872, 
and had semi-monthly sale-days during the season of 1873. Total offer- 
ings of cheese during that season, 41,000 boxes. Shipments made ap 
at the board amounted to 5,200 boxes to New York, 5,285 boxes to Lon- 
don, and 363 boxes to Liverpool. 

EXPERIMENT IN FEEDING FOB BEEF. 

Mr. Josiah ShuU of Ilion, New York, commenced November 1 , 1873 
to feed a cow, judged by him too old to be retained in milk. She was 
farrow,' and at that time in only medium condition, and was fed with 
corn-meal and pumpkins and what hay she would eat. During Novem- 
ber and December she averaged 12 pounds of milk daily, the yield de- 
creasing to 10 pounds per day in January. Pebru^ry^^gfijjp^j^na cow 
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weighed 1,240 poands. He then commenced giving corn-meal cooked 
and made into gruel, gradually increasing the amount up to 11 pounds 
of meal per day. Contrary to expectation the flow of milk decreased, 
averaging for February 7 pounds per day ; and for March 5 pounds per 
(lay ; and in the latter month the milk began to be poor in quality and 
blue. She weighed 1,300 pounds March 11, and 1,260 pounds March 25, 
showing a falling off of 40 pounds in fourteen days. She was sold to the 
butcher April 1, for $70. Expenses, estimating the value of the hay at 
$20 per ton, and Indiau meal at $1.75 per hundred- weight : Market-value 
of cow November 1, $15 ; hay and grain, from November 1 to April 1, • 
$46.50 ; total expense-account, $61.50. During the period of experi- 
ment the cow gave 1,266 pounds of milk, worth, at 1^ cents per pound, 
(or about 2f cents per quart,) $15.82 ; price received for the cow April 
1, $70 ; total receipts, $85.82, showing a profit of $24.32. The value of 
the manure was considered as offsetting the value of the labor, and the 
milk was placed at its calculated money-value for cheese. 

TESTS OF ADULTERATED MILK. 

In ordinary practice the quality of agiven sample of milk is indicated by 
its specific gravity and its percentage of cream. A hydrometer float will 
determine the former point, and a graduated glass the latter. Leaving 
out of consideration the very exceptional case of strippings, or the last 
milk from the udder of the cow, the normal gravity of milk of good 
quality varies from 1.028 to 1,030. A lower specific gravity than 1.027 
indicates poor milk, and a specific gravity of not more than 1.025, that 
the milk is very poor or is mixed with water. As already pointed out, 
exceptions to these rules of specific gravity occur in cases of strippings, 
or samples of milk extraordinarily rich in cream, for cream has a low 
specific gravity placed at 1.012 to 1.019. Such cases would not be likely 
to occar in the milk trade, and wherever presenting themselves the 
cream-gange would serve as a sufficient indicator. On the other hand, an 
originally good milk may have been almost deprived of cream without 
addition of water, and thus come to exhibit a specific gravity as high as 
1.0S3. Here the bluish color of the milk and the deficiency of cream, 
as shown by the cream-gauge, tell the story of treatment. Again, 
skimmed mtlk will exhibit a lower specific gravity than unskimmed 
milk of good quality. It will, be seen, then, that the test of percentage 
of cream should accompany that of specific gravity. The percentages 
of cream by volume range from less than 4 per cent, for badly skimmed 
railk, up to 10 per cent or more for good unskimmed milk. 

While the two inexpensive instruments which we have mentioned 
afford the means of discovering any gross adulteration of milk, the 
scientific test of adulteration is by the determination of the amounts of 
contained solids, namely, caseine, fat, milk-sugar, &c. '^ It is perfectly 
fair to assume,'' says Mr. Merrick, consulting chemist, in the report of 
tbe milk-inspector of Boston for 1873-74, '' that milk, to be marked pure, 
should have at least 7.5 per cent, of joint caseine and fat, or 9.3 per cent. 
of solids not fat, namely, caseine, milk-sugar, and ash together. Any 
falling below either of these ratios indicates adulteration." 

TREATMENT OF PARIS MILK. 

Professor Pourian, of the agricultural college of Grignon, states that 
two-thirds of the milk sent into Paris are forwarded by large dealers 
having establishments at some distance from the city. One of the largest 
of tbese dealers, M. Lecomte, has dairies at Montereau, Dammarie, (near 
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Melnn,) and Monerville, besides a large factory for Grnyfere cheese near 
Monterean, this being chiefly for the consamption of surplus milk. The 
milk is collected from the farmers by the dealers, morning and evening, 
in carts of open lattice-work, so constructed as to promote a free circula- 
tion of air between the cans. These latter are the property of the dealers. 

In summer, and in cold weather whenever the temperature of the 
atmosphere is above 50^, the morning's milk is set in cans in a bath t){ 
water kept at boiling-point, so that the milk is brought to about 206^. 
It remains but a very short time. Provided there be a dozen or more 
' cans for the hot bath and the volume of water be seven or eight times that 
of the milk, the can first set in is removed when the last can is put iu 
place. The hot milk, when removed, is poured into other cans, which 
are immediately set in iron cisterns, through which cold water is kept 
running, and here the cans are kept till the evening's milk arrives. The 
latter is subjected to the cooling process, and in about an hour is ready 
for mixing with the morning's milk. This mixing is done in a circular 
tank having a capacity of three hundred to one thousand quarts, 
according to the size of the dairy. In order to a rapid and complete 
mixing, the morning's and evening's milk is x)oured in equal quantities, 
and at the same time, through a sort of sieve set in the middle of the 
tank, which stands on a wooden tripod high enough to admit of cans 
being placed under two large taps. These cans, for delivery, are filled 
as rapidly as possible. Tightly fitting covers are put on and tied down 
with a string sealed with the seal of the dairy, and then the milk is sent 
to the railway station, between 7 and 11 in the evening, in vans having 
lattice-work sides. The railway milk-cars are also built specially for this 
business, with sides and flooring of open-work. 

The following is an approximate exhibit of first cost, additional ex- 
pense, and net profit of the milk per gallon : First cost at the farmer's 
door, 10 cents; expense of collecting, heating, railway charges, deli verm- 
in Paris, wear of outfit, loss by sour milk, and debit for conversion of 
surplus milk into cream-cheese, 8 cents ; total cost of milk, 18 cents per 
gallon. The average price at which the milk is delivered to the retail 
dealer in Paris at his place of business is 18§ cents per gallon, showing 
a profit of § cent per gallon. Some of the dealers sell over 10,000 gal- 
lons daily. It will be perceived that the calculation does not include 
interest on capital, expense of superintendence, and allowance for bad 
debts. 

REPRESENTATIVE EXAMPLES. 

A few suggestive examples of dairying follow. Some of them illus- 
trate the capabilities of improved stock ; others illustrate differences in 
feeding and cost of feeding in different sections. It is observable that 
in certain old dairy localities at the east the farmer's statement of ac- 
count with his cows is frequently made to show little or no balance in 
their favor, or even a balance against them. They are credited with the 
cash-value of their milk- product and debited with expenses chargeable 
to their maintenance. In these latter is included value of home-grown 
food-material rated at the price it would bring on the farm. But when 
we remember that with this form of account, the dairy-farmer obtains a 
ready market at his door for his hay, grain, and roots, that he obtains 
manure free of cost, and that his land, steadily growing in fertility, 
yearly, increases his margin of miscellaneous market-crops, we are pre- 
pared to find him, as in fact we usually do, a thriving man. 

At a meeting of the Littleton (Mass.) Farmers' Club, in the earlj 
part of 1874, Mr. John W. Adams reported that for the year ending Fe1> 
ruary 28, 1874, he kept 13 cows, from which the ij^rodij<gt^Q^l^uringthe 
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year amoanted to 90,098^ qaarts, worth at the door $1,062.30 ; average 
yield jier oowj 2,315 quarts; total receipts for calves sold, $111 ; aver- 
age gross income per cow, $90.25. Expenses : Keeping cows twenty- 
eight weeks, at 75 cents each per week, $273; keeping twenty-four 
weeks at $1.50 each, per week, $468 ; shrinkage, $10 each, $130. Total 
expense, $871, leaving a total net profit of $302.30, averaging $23.25 per 
Gow. The manure was accounted as paying for care of the cows. Mr. 
Adams thought that his herd compared favorably with most of the 
herds in the town. His practice in winter-feeding is as follows : He 
milks at 5 o^clock in the morning, and after milking feeds to the cow» 
what bay they will eat; then waters and gives three quarts of shorts 
and one quart of cotton-seed meal or Indian meal, after which the cows 
are left till 3 p. m. He then repeats the course of feeding and watering, 
and milks at 5 o'clock p. m. 

At the same meeting, Mr. Levi Gonant stated that during the last ten 
years he had kept on an average five cows yearly ; the gross income 
(not including value of manure) had averaged about $90 per year. Ac- 
cording to his calculation, this was not more than thecost of keeping, and 
the profit lay in the manure, which went to increase the fertility of the 
farm. Mr. A. H. Kimball said that the average number of his cows for 
the year ending February 28 was 17, and he calculated the expenses at 
$97.03 more than the receipts. 

The statement of Mr. J. P. Eaton, of Auburn, Mass., for his herd of 
16 cows, indicates an average for the year of 2,738 quarts per cow ; 
he feeds twice a day, and cards regularly. Has a warm bam ; waters in 
the barn. The morning's feed for cows in milk consists of 2 quarts of 
Indian meal, 4 quarts of coarse shorts, and 6 pounds of good early-cut 
hay, and the evening's feed is the same except that cotton-seed meal 
is substituted for the Indian meal. A tablespoonful of butter-salt is 
given with the grain ration ; cows not in milk receive only the dry hay 
ration, 12 pounds per day. His cows go dry 10 weeks, as a rule, and 
he considers this rest as being conducive to the largest flow of milk for 
a term of years. 

Mr. T. E. Whiting, of Concord, Mass., states that his Dutch heifer 
Susan, in one hundred and seventy-eight days ending September 
30, 1874, gave 8,286 pounds of milk. Her feed during the first six weeks 
was hay, with three pecks of turnips daily ; since then, pasture and two 
quarts of Indian meal daily. Calculated at 2.1875 pounds per quart, 
the stated weight of milk would measure about 3,788 quarts. 

The New Hampshire Mirror and Farmer says that a grade Durham 
cow, six years old, belonging to Mr. E. P. French, of Bedford, in that 
State, gave 1,915 quarts of milk in seventy-five days, ending July 31, 
1874, averaging 26^ quarts per day. During the first twenty -five days 
of Aojpst she gave 579 quarts, averaging 23 quarts per day. Total 
yield K>r one hundred days, 2,494 quarts, averaging very nearly 25 
qaarts daily. She was kept up during the entire summer, and received, 
besides fodder-corn and other green feed, two feeds daily of wheat- 
screenings ground in equal proportion with corn, about 2^ quarts at each 
feed. She is a large cow, girthing 6 feet and 9 inches, and her milk is 
of fine quality. 

A milk farmer of West Cornwall, Conn., states that in 1872 his dairy 
of 23 cows gave an average of 2,150 quarts each. The best cow gave 
3,636 quarts. The milk was sold at 4 cents per quart. 

Mr. G. S. Miller, of Madison County, New York, states that his Hol- 
stein cow, Crown Princess, calved September 21, 1873, and during the 
ttiree hundred and sixty-five days following, gave 12,373 pounds of 
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milk. Calculating the weight per gallon at 8.75 pounds, this would show 
a total of 1,414 gallons, or an average of very nearly 15^ quarts daily. 
The record of Grown Princess, for former years, appears in the report 
of the Department for 1873, page 252. 

A statement on the herd of Mr. O. S. Tanner, of Marengo, 111., offered 
at the annual meeting of the Korthwestem Dairymen's Association, in 
February, 1874, showed a yield of 288,491 pounds of milk from 40 cows 
in 1873, averaging, per cow, 7,212 pounds, which, if calculated at the 
standard of 8.75 pounds per gallon, would be equivalent to 824 gallons. 
He received for the milk, at a butter-factory, $3,225.98, averaging 
$80.64 per cow } $60 were also received for calves, increasing the aver- 
age to $82.14. 

Mr. E. Seward, of Marengo, said, at the same meeting, that the state- 
ments of experience and success in feeding made by Mr. W. 0. White, 
before the association in 1870, had put $1,500 in his pocket. Before 
that time he had been receiving about $30 per cow, annually, and had 
been satisfied with that. After hearing Mr. White he adopted higher 
feeding, and received, in 1871, about $70; in 1872, $72, and in 1873, 
$80 per cow for milk sold to a butter-factory, calves fed on sour milk, 
and pork properly credited to sour milk. The milk was sold at an aver- 
age of one cent per pound, and the quantity of sour milk returned 
to him was four-fifths that of the fresh milk delivered. His dairy is a 
winter one, the cows calving in the fall. He gives each cow about $15 
worth of feed, besides coarse fodder, hay, and corn-stalks. 

We reproduce in substance the remarkable record of Sibyl, a seven- 
eighths Jersey and one-eighth Ayrshire cow, belonging to Mr. Henry 
Salstonstall, of Peabody, Mass. She calved April 7, 1868 ; and dur- 
ing the year ending April 7, 1869, gave 13,005 pounds of milk. Al- 
lowing 8.75 pounds per gallon as the average weight of the milk, (a 
large allowance, since Jersey milk is generally richer and lighter in 
weight than other milk,) this product would be equivalent to 14.861 
gallons. Her yield decreased gradually from he largest flow, which 
was soon after calving, falling off to about 40 per cent, of that maxi- 
mum during the last month of record. Her feed in summer was old 
upland pasture, with cut corn-fodder in August, at night. She received 
a little grain between grass and root time, about one bushel in all, and 
in winter had what hay she would eat clear and a peck of roots daily. 
She calved again April 14, 1869. She was dried off about the middle 
of July by tying her up in the stable and feeding her on a small ration 
of dry hay. Sibyl was bred by Mr. Thomas Motley, of Jamaica Plain, 
Mass., a well-known breeder of Jersey stock. Her weight for 1868-'69 
is given at 950 pounds. 

The following particulars are from a statement by Mr. W. S. Tilton, 
of Maine, giving the yield of his herd of 20 cows for the year ending 
October 23, 1873. Eight of the herd were Jersey, ten were cross breeds, 
and two were Holsteiu : 



Averages. 



Average number of dayiinmilk 

Average product per cow, (pouDdii} 

Average yield per day while in milk, (pounds). 
Average yield per day for the year, (poundii)... 
Average percentage of cream 



325 
6.960 
91.41 
19.06 
IS. 50 



1- 

i 



4.435 
14.88 

19:15 
13.35 



3.901 
ISLlI 
ia6d 
91.67 
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The cows had little or no feed except hay iu winter. In summer they 
were kept on poor pasture, with fodder-corn at night. The motive for 
not keeping them high was that their lacteal powers should not be over- 
taxed, as they were all breeders, too valuable to be held merely for 
dairy purposes. 

A correspondent of the Country Gentleman, in Westchester County, 
New York, who grows milk for the market of New York City, states the 
average yield of milk per cow of his herd from 1867 to 1873, inclusive. 
During that period the herd contained 55 different cows ; at the time 
of the report it numbered 26. 

The statistics are given in the following table : 
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Year. 
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Quartt. 


Quartt. 


Cent9, 




1857 


270 


2.460 
2,432 


9 1-9 


3 


$126 07 


1«8 


274 


9 


115 52 


leCB 


271 


2,433 


9 


41 


115 46 


1870 


276 


2,295 


H 


41 


109 OO 


mi 


270 


2,397 


8 4-5 


4i 


106 86 


Id72 


t68 


2,060 


7! 


4 


82 40 


li«73 


273 


2.570 


&* 


4 


102 80 






Tnta] ATorafftt 


271 


2,381 


9 


4t 


107 15 







The tenor of the report indicates '^ native " stock, and grades from 
Canada. Of the latter he says : <' The best stock I have in respect to 
hardiness of constitution, abundant and sustained flow of milk, together 
with quality when they come to the block, are the improved Canada, so 
called. Several of these, purchased nine years ago, now eleven years 
old, still hold their own." The record of his Canada cow, Eppie, eleven 
years old, exhibits the following averages for the entire period of seven 
years: Average length of milking-season, 270 days; average annual 
yield, 4,380 quarts ; average daily yield during the milking-season, 16^ 
quarts ; average annual amount received for milk, $175.20. His sched- 
ule of winter-feed includes corn-meal, at $35 per ton, wheat-bran, at 
$25 x)er ton, hay, at $20 per ton, cotton-seed meal, at $32 per ton, corn- 
stalks, at $3 per one hundred sheaves, brewers' grains, and a few turnips. 
According to tables presented by him, 3 cents was the approximate cost 
of the feed required, in his practice, to the production of one quart of 
milk in winter. He adds that much of the pasture-land in his vicinity 
is worth $200 per acre, and that the practice of growing corn for sum- 
mer fodder is becoming more general in that section. 



FBEDINa FOB BUTTEB AIO) OHEESE. 

At the Connecticut farmers' convention, in December, 1874, Dr. E. 
If. Sturtevant presented a paper on ^' Milk as affected in the butter and 
cheese product by the feed," a subject which has of late been much dis- 
cussed by European and American experimentalists. The following- 
points are especially worthy the attention of dairymen : 1. The butter- 
product is largely governed by food. 2. There is a structural limit to 
the butter-capacity of each cow. 3. When the cow is fed to this limit,. 
increased food cannot increase the product. 4. The superio 
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this structoral limit at a distance from ordinary feed, and more readily 
responds to stimuli than the inferior cow. 5. The saperior cow u 
seldom fed to her limit,* while the inferior one may be fed beyond her 
limit 6. The character of the food has some influence on tbe character 
of the butter, but breed has more. 

An illustration of the advantage of attention to the indiTidnal pe- 
culiarities of cows in respect to feeding is given by a correspondent of 
the Boston Cultivator, in relating his experience with two cows. One of 
these came in milk in June, when three years old, and gave a fair quan- 
tity of milk till winter, when, having no feed but hay, she began to M 
off. In order to keep up the flow be bought a quantity of small pota- 
toes, at 25 cents a barrel, and began feeding them at the rate of one- 
half peck daily, and, as this feed was found beneficial, the quantity 
was afterward increased to a peck daily. This treatment increased 
and maintained the flow of milk without impairing its quality. She 
was dried off about six weeks before coming in, and after this time of 
drying off she was fed a quart of dry meal daily. This course was con- 
tinued for three winters with similar results. The fourth winter, in- 
stead of the potatoes, she received at flrst a pint of meal daily, and 
this causing no increase of flow, the quantity of meal was increased to 
two quarts daily. With this ration there was a decrease in amount of 
milk and an increase in flesh. All the stock of this cow were affected 
in a similar manner by feeding potatoes or meal. Afterward he had a 
cow one-half Devon and one-half native, an excellent animal. Her flow 
of milk was not increased by potatoes, and the quality of the milk was 
somewhat depreciated by them. But meal, fed either dry or wet, in- 
creased and sustained the flow. These characteristics manifested them- 
selves in all her stock. 

AlOMAL FAT IN BUTTER AND GHfiSSE. 

Considerable interest has recently been aroused regarding the use of 
animal fat in manufacturing artificial butter and in cheese. In making 
suet-butter, as it is often called, the fresh fat of slaughtered beeves 
goes through certain processes of preparation, and is finally churned with 
buttermilk or common milk, the use of cream being thus dispensed with. 
When the fat is of good quality and skillfully handled, the churning 
turns out an article which, though not able to compete with really good 
butter, may serve well as a substitute for the flavorless or ill-flavored 
qualities with which the market is so largely furnished. A late report 
of a special committee of the Hew York Butter and Cheese Exchange 
says that no objection can be made to the sale of this suet-butter under 
its proper designation, but advises the trade to guard watchfully against 
its introduction as pure butter, whether alone or in mixture with the 
true dairy-product. 

More recently, oleo-margarine, or prepared fat, has beenapplied in com- 
bination with skimmed milk, to the making an imitation of full milk- 
cheese, the entire cream being employed for butter. An editorial in the 
Utica Herald of November 10, 1874, gives an account of a visit to an 
establishment at McLean, Tompkins County, 'Sew York, in which such 
cheese is manufactured, under patent. The writer states that the pro- 
prietors obtain the fat from a reliable factory in Brooklyn, and that the 
niiaterial is heated slowly in deep pails, set in a water-bath, until it is 
fully melted, when it becomes an oil of a flue golden color. The temper- 
ature of the skim-milk in vat has mean time been raised to 92^^ a few 
degrees lower than the temperature of the heated oil. The latter is then 
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poured through a tin strainer upon the milk, and the contents of the vat 
are stirred quickly, the heat being at the same time carried to about 
9iP. Sufficient rennet is added to produce coagulation in eight or ten 
minutes, and two assistants stir the milk during this intervening time, 
in order to secure an intimate combination of the oil and milk in the 
forming curd. That portion of the oil which is not taken up by the curd 
is skimmed from the surface of the vat, the curd sinking to the bottom. 
A microscopical examination of curd of this description, forty-eight 
hours old, showed that the oil-globules were much larger than in the 
usual whole-milk curd, and that they were not so intimately and evenly 
distributed throughout the curd-mass. About 3,000 cheeses made by 
this process were found at the factory, and many of these were tested. 
While these did not exhibit the flavor of fancy cheese, the writer pi*o- 
nounced them to be, in marketable qualities, above the average of the 
full-milk cheese which he had inspected during the season. A longer 
time appears to be allowed for curing than in the case of full-milk cheese. 
The milk is purchased from neighboring farmers in the following manner: 
Ten pounds of milk are reckoned as equivalent to one pound of cheese, 
for which tiie farmer receives ^Hhe highest Kew York quotations, less 
two cents," thus obtaining an increase in price of milk. It is stated that 
the process is about to be introduced into other sections of the country. 
The dangers of depreciation of quality and reputation attending the 
introduction of this new material into dairy manufactures will readily 
be perceived. It remains to be seen whether, with such substitution of 
material to any considerable extent, the advantages would more than 
counterbalance the disadvantages which would arise. 



FARM EXPERIMENTS. 



MAJ^URING FOB POTATOES. 



The following is an abstract of experiments by Mr. C. D. Hunter, of 
Cumberland, England, in growing xK)tatoes during consecutive years on 
the same land, a light soil, with only one application of the named 
fertilizers. Plot 1 was not manured; plot 2 received superphosphate: 
plot 3, superphosphate and potassio chloride ; plot 4, superphosphate ana 
ammonic sulphate; plot 5, superphosphate, ammonic sulphate, and 
potassio chloride ; plot 6, superphosphate, ammonic sulphate, potassic 
chloride, and magnesic sulphate. The results for three years are tabu- 
lated in bushels of 56 pounds, showing yield per acre and the gain ]>er 
acre of manured over unmanured soil : 



Plot 


1668. 


1869. 


1870. 


Yield. 


Gain. 




Oain. 




OaiQ. 


1 


236.8 
S86.0 
S97.S 


""'49.T 
60.4 


188.4 
208.8 
267. S 
215.6 
364.0 
396.0 




14.4 
78.8 
27.2 
175.6 
139.6 


128.4 
161.6 
270.0 
180.8 
326.4 
298.0 




2 


33.2 

141.6 
514 
198.0 
169.6 


3 


4 ..-- — 


5 






6 
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Potash increased the size of the tubers and the aggregate yield, and 
there was less falling off of the crop in consecntive years. It was found 
that chloride of potash could not be replaced by either common salt or 
kainit. In accordance with the exhibit of plot 5, Mr. Hunter recom- 
mends to be applied to potatoes, without dung, the following mixtare 
per acre : Superphosphate of lime, 728 pounds ; muriate of potash, 280 
pounds ; ammonic sulphate, (sulphate of ammonia,) 280 pounds. 

The Boston Journal of Chemistry gives an analysis of the fertilizer, 
assuming that the superphosphate contains 16 per cent, of soluble phos- 
X^horic acid, the muriate of potash 85 per cent, of potassic chloride, and 
the ammonio sulphate 95 per cent, of the pure salt. The analysis stands: 
Phosphoric acid, 9.06 per cent., potassium, 9.68 per cent., ammonia, 6.84 
per cent. The cost of the mixture in this country would be, at the best 
rates, about $67.17 per ton, and at these figures the cost of manuring 
one acre would be $43.26. But in the given experiment one application 
of the fertilizer resulted in a gain during two years, over the product of 
the unmanured soil, of 373.6 bushels of potatoes per acre, which, at 50 
cents per bushel would amount to $186.80. 

For purposes of comparison see Department Report for 1870, page 
461, for experiments as to the effect of superphosphate'and potash salts 
on light sandy soils, and on clays; also page 460 as to the best time for 
applying such fertilizers. 



SIZE AND QUANTITY OF SEED. 

Mr. J. H. Scovel, of Paris, Oneida County, New York, reports an ex- 
periment in planting potatoes in 1873. The soil was a clay loam, and 
had been well manured in the preceding season with rotted barn-yard 
manure and planted for fodder-corn. The plowing in preparation for 
potatoes was done early in May, and the planting was commenced May 
21, in rows 3 feet apart, the hills 2 feet and 9 inches apart in the rows. 
One row containing seventy-five hills was appropriated to each method 
of planting, exhibited in the following, table. The variety planted, was, 
except where stated, the '^ Oneida Peachblow," a seedling of the Garnet 
Chili, and preferred by Mr. Scovel to the latter. It originated in that 
vicinity, and is well adapted to the locality, which has au elevation of 
about 1,500 feet above the level of the sea. The cuttings of the first 
nine rows were rolled in plaster, and on the remaining rows, except in 
plot 10, a tablespoonful of plaster was thrown on the potatoes in the 
hills before covering. The subsequent treatment was that of ordinary 
field-culture. The potatoes were, dug October 14 and 15. Plots 10 and 
13 gave the largest yield of marketable potatoes, and the former the 
largest total. The second largest total yield was on plot 21 where each 
hill had been planted with the eyes of one potato in separate pieces, but 
nearly a quarter of the yield in this case was below a marketable size* 
The yield per acre is given in bushels of 60 pounds each : 



Quantity of seed per hill. 



U 



Prodaot per acre. 
BoiheLi. 



Larg«. SmaU. ToUL 



One eye to a piece, and one piece in a hill 2.33 

One eye to a piece, and two pieces in a hill 6.00 

Two eyei to a piece, and one piece in a hill 6.00 

Two eyeg to a piece, and two pieces in a hill 18.3a 

Three eyei to a piece, and one piece in ahlU 8.S20 

Three eyes to a piece, and two plecei in a hiU 15.63 

Four eyes to a piece, and one piece in a hill 11.80 
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136.25 
189.00 
191.50 
257.00 
214.00 
259.67 



7.00 
10.00 
16.00 

7.00 
14.00 



^5o§f^ 



136L25 
19&00 
201.50 
273.00 
S31.00 
273167 
247.00 



FARM EXPEEIMEXTS. 



257 



Q:]aatity of «eed per bill. 



8 . Foar eyei to a piece, And two pieces in a lull 

9 I Five eyes to a piece, and one piece in a bill 

1(» ' One large potato 

1 1 One large potato, cut Id two lengthwlw, one piece in a bill . . . 

12 I One medium potato 

VS I Onemedlom potato, divided, two piecex In a hill 

14 I One medium potato, cut twice, four pieceti in a bill 

15 One medium potato, cut in two, one piece in a hill 

16 i Seed end 

17 Stem end *. 

18 One small potato 

19 One small potato, divided, two pieces in a hill 

CO One small potato, divided, one piece in a bill 

'21 I One medium potato, cut to single eye* I 

:?J I One good sized potato, eyes dug out, 30 hills min^iuf; I 

"23 ] Garnet Chili, one good'itized potato, eyes dug out, 2.2 bilU ml><8ing.. 



Seventy-six hills, each planted with the parings of a single potato, 
pared quite thick, yielded at the rate of 183.25 bushels of marketable 
potatoes, and 38.75 bushels of small potatoes per acre. These hills 
were throughout the season later and less vigorous in their growth than 
those planted with seed cut in the ordinary manner. Seventy-four hills 
were planted with the pared potatoes; of these only ten hills gave a 
l)roduct. This consisted of 19 potatoes of late growth, weighing 11 
pounds. Mr. Scovel remarks that in field-culture it has been his practice 
to use for seed medium-sized but well-developed tubers, generally plant- 
ing them whole; when larger he divides them lengthwise before planting. 





Product per acre. 


1 u ^ 




BusbeU 




s.« 








1 ^- 








■F 


Large. 


SmaU. 


Total 


21. 17 ' 295. 00 


17.50 


312.50 


1 14.00 


258.59 


16.50 


275.00 


43.50 


305. .50 


4a 50 


349.00 


31. 17 263. 00 


20.00 


28 J. 00 


2.5.25 


289.00 


18.80 


307.80 


27.00 


300.00 


27.00 


327. 00 


2^.20 


269.00 


3a 00 


302.00 


15.25 


262.00 


12.00 


274.00 


10.50 


259.50 


10.00 


269.50 


21.17 


289.00 


90.00 


309.00 


11.83 


250.25 


2a 00 


273.25 


11.83 


272.50 


16.50 


289.00 


6.50 


230.20 


8.20 


238.40 


30.50 


262.00 


70.50 


332.50 


33.00 


134.00 


16. 50 


150.50 


1 35.25 


155.50 


10.50 


166.00 



FERTILIZINa COTTON. 

Professor E. M. Pendleton, of the University of Georgia, in a late re- 
port, states the following experiment, made on thin soil formed by the 
disintegration of an underlying micaceous slate, which crops out largely 
in the neighborhood. This soil had been under cultivation for a number 
of years. Farrows were opened with a turning-shovel,- and rows were 
laid out seventy yards long ; to one row was applied one bushel of fresh 
dung, placed in the furrow and bedded over ; to another row was ap- 
plied in like itianner one bushel of old rotted manure ; at planting, 100 
pounds per acre of superphosphate of a high grade were put in with 
the seed in these rows. Another row was left unmauured. The latter 
yielded at the rate of 457 pounds of seed cotton per acre. The row 
which had received fresh stable-manure and superphosphate yielded 
903 pounds of seed-cotton per acre, and the row which had received 
rotted dung and superphosphate yielded 892 pounds of seed-cotton per 
acre. On soil of the same description two rows were laid out seventy 
yards long. The treatment of these rows differed in this respect, that 
in one row 30 bushels per acre of green cotton-seed were buried deeply 
with a turning-shovel, while the other row received the like amount of 
cotton-seed in which the germ had been killed. In each case 100 pounds 
per acre of superphosphate were applied at time of planting. In the 
ease of the green cotton-seed little of it came up, showing little loss of 
nitrogen. Another row was left unmauured, and yielded at the rate of 
435 pounds of seed-cotton per acre. Where the green cotton-seed was 
applied the yield per acre was 885 pounds; net profit per acre, $12. 
With the other application the yield was 915 pounds per acre ; net profit 
per acre, 813.30. 
17 A 



Digitized by LjOOQIC 



258 REPORT OF THE COMMISSIONER OF AGRICULTURE. 
SHALLOW AND DEEP PLOWING. 

Professor W. W. Daniells, of the University of Wisconsin, reports on 
experiments made yearly from 1871 to 1873 inclusive, in regard to 
depth of plowing on land lying low and nearly level, and possessing a 
clay soil with stiff clay subsoil. Four plots were experimented upon, 
each containing one acre. Plot 1 was plowed 5 inches deep ; plot 2, 12 
inches deep ; plot 3 was trench-plowed in 1871, 12 inches deep ; in 
1872 and 1873, 17 inches deep ; plot 4 was plowed and subsoiled in 1871, 
16 inches deep ; in 1872 and 1873, 17 inches deep. There was a slight 
descent of ground from the shallow-plowed to the deeply-plowed plots, 
and there was no drainage except over the surface. The land had 
been yearly cropped in corn ; the cultivation of the plots was simi- 
lar. The following is a presentation of results, showing the yield per 
acre of corn in the ear, in bushels of 75 pounds each : 



PlOtJ. 



Method of plowing. 



1871. 1872. 



Plowed 5 Inches deep , 

Plowed 12 inches deep , 

Trenoh-plowed, 12 to 17 inches deep. 
Subsoiled, 17 inches deep 



55.40 
50.65 
44.95 
42.21 



43.52 
50.32 
54.74 

56.77 



1873 



53.4') 

52. pO 
51. 3t) 
51.10 



Professor Daniells remarks that in 1871 the shallow-plowed plot had 
an advantage over the others, where the heavy clay subsoil had been 
mixed with the soil. All the plots were plowed in the fall of 1871 and 
again in the spring of 1872. Soil and subsoil had then become well 
mixed, and the subsoil, by exposure to frost and air, had become well 
pulverized ; disintegration was aided by the addition of 60 bushels of 
unleached wood-ashes in the spring of 1872. In that year the season 
was very dry, and the deeply-plowed plots did the best, being better 
able to withstand drought than the shallow-plowed land. In 1873 rain 
fell on eleven days in the latter part of June and the first part of July, 
giving a total rain-fall of 5 inches. Owing to the situation of the deeply- 
plowed plots and the want of drainage, as already mentioned, these 
plots were saturated with water to such an extent that the growth of 
the com was seriously interfered with. Drains have been laid since 
these experiments. 

The superintendent of the Kansas Agricultural College farm reports 
an experiment on 2.95 acres of upland prairie, which had been inclosed 
and pastured for a course of years, and from which a hay-crop had been 
taken in the preceding summer, amounting to not more than one-third of 
a ton per acre. The field was divided into six plots, varying in size from 
.384 acre to .682 acre. Plots 4, 5, and 6 received a dressing of firesh stable- 
manure, applied in winter and spring before plowing. Plots 1 and 6 were 
broken in the usual way, 2 to 3 inches deep. Plots 2 and 6 were trench- 
plowed in addition to this breaking; that is to say. a common toming- 
plow followed the breaker and threw about 4 incnes of soil over the 
inverted sod. Plots 3 and 4, in addition to the plowing received by 
plots 2 and 5, were subsoiled, the subsoiler following the turning-plow 
and merely loosening the soil to the depth of 10 to 15 inches. The land 
was harrowed with the Thomas harrow, and planted immediately \>ith 
College Yellow Dent corn, May 31, 1873. Cultivators were run through the 
rows during the season to keep the surface loose and open. The season 
was an unusually unfavorable one. The corn stood the drought well, 
and was cut and shocked early in September, and hnskedm October, 
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both grain and stalks being very dry. The following table gives results 
ia shelled corn. 



Buih«U per acre. 



Preparation of Hoil. 



Hard corn. Soft corn. 



1 Common breaking alone 

*2 I Common breaking and trench-plowing . 

3 I Same as in plot 3, with snbsoiling 

-i Same as in plot 3, with manure 

5 Same as in plot 2, w^ith manure 

6 , Same as In plot 1, with manure 



5.68 
6.94 I 
12.24 ' 
16.48 
14.84 ; 
9.11 ' 



Total. 



1.86 


7.54 


2.73 


9.67 


1.14 


13.38 


.76 


17.24 


.43 


15.28 


.81 


9.92 



1,000 
1,405 
1,658 
1,224 
1,816 
1,026 



Attention is called to the greatly reduced proportion of soft corn and 
the larger proportion of corn to stalks on the manured plots. 



Mr. Lawes reports results for the season of 1874, in continuation of 
the wheat experiments at Eothamsted. [See abstract of the experi- 
ments for 1852-73, in Department report for 1873, page 295.] The 
product of the continuously unmanured plot for 1874 was llj bushels 
per acre, very nearly the same quantity as in 1873, and 2^ bushels 
per acre below the average* of twenty-three years. The land dressed 
with 14 tons of farm-yard dung per acre yearly, gave 39 J bushels of 60^ 
pounds each, per acre, or 12^ bushels per acre more than the yield of 
1873, and nearly 4 bushels more per acre than the average for twenty- 
three years. Continuing to consider one acre of land as being repre- 
sented in each case, plot 7, manured with a mixture of mineral fertilizers 
and ammonia salts as heretofore described, gave 39^ bushels, substan- 
tially the same in amount as the product from the farm-yard dung, and 
17^ bnshels more than was obtained from this mixed manure in 1873, 
and 4 bushels more than the average from the same application for 
twenty-three years. Plot 8, receiving the like application with plot 7, 
but larger in amount, has yielded in favorable seasons a considerably 
larger amount of grain and straw ; but in 1874, while giving 12 cwt. to 
13 cwt. more of straw than plot 7, it yielded only one bushel more of 
grain. 

Plot 9 which has been manured yearly with nitrate of soda in the 
spring, gave more straw but about one bushel less of grain than plot 7, 
which had received ammonia salts in autumn. On the other hand, in 
1873, the former plot, with its application of nitrate of soda in spring, 
yielded nearly 14 bushels more than the latter plot with ammonia salts 
in autumn. The inferiority of plot 7 in 1873 was owing to the unusually 
wet winter of 1872-'73 and consequent loss of ammoniacal salts by 
drainage. During the dry winter of 1873-74, there could have been 
bat little loss from this cause. 



SELECTION OF SEED. 



The experiments of Maj. F. F. Hallett, of Manor Farm, Kemptown, 
England, in the selection and planting of seed have attracted much at- 
tention among agriculturists in that country. In a paper read by him 
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before the Midland Farmers' Clab, at Birmingham, Jane 4^ 1874, lie 
says: 

The plan of selection which I pursue is as follows : A grain produces a plant consistio^ 
of many ears. I plant the grain from these ears in such a manner that each ear occupies a 
row hy itself, each of its grains occupying a hole in this row, the holes being twelve inches 
apart every way. At harvest, after toe most careful study and comparison of the plants 
from all these grains, I select the finest one, which I accept as a proof that its parent grain 
was the best of all, under the peculiar circumstances of that season. This process is repeated 
annually, starting every year with the proved best grain, although the verification of this 
superiority is not obtained until the following harvest. 

In illustration of these principles of selection, I now give the following results, due to 
their influence alone — as the kind of seed, the land, and the system of culture employed were 
precisely the same for every plant for four consecutive years ; neither was any maouTe 
used, nor any artificial means of fostering the plants resorted to. 

Table showing the importance of each additional generation of seUetion. 



i 


Selected ears. 


Lengtb. 


1 
1 

6 


II 

- s 


1857 


OrlsioAl ear. .■.........•..•.....*•■..■........••...•.•.•.......•.....•.• 


Inches. 
71 


Grain». 
47 
79 
91 




1858 


Finest ear ...........................................................>.. 


V 


1859 


Finest ear 


& 


1860 


Ears imoerfffct from wet seanion ........................ ................. 


'vj> 


1861 


Finest ear 


8* 


i'23 


32 









Thus, by means of repeated selection alone, the length of the ears has been doubled 
their contents nearly trebled, and the ** tillering'* power of the seed increased five-fold. 

The following table gives similar increased contents of ear obtained in three other varie- 
ties of wheat. 



Varieties of wheat. 



Original red, commenced 1857 45 ' 123 

Hunter's white, commenced 1861 j 60 134 

Victoria white, commenced 1862 j 60 , 114 

Golden drop, commenced 1864 32 9< 




It was supposed by the ancient writers that the powers of grains differed in relation to their 
positions in tne ear. Tliis I investigated in 1858 by planting the grains of ten ears on a 
plan showing their several positions in the ear. The only general result, among most con- 
flicting ones, was that the smallest corns — those most remote from thecenter of growth — ex- 
hibited throughout, most unexpectedly, a vigor equal to that of the largest ; and that the 
remarked worst grains, in one or two instances, did not by any means fall so far short of 
the good ones as nad been expected. I have also made frequent trials of the comparative 
power of large and small, plump and thin grains ; and, in the case of oata, which produce 
a small grain attached to a large one, trials as to their respective powers, with uniformly 
the same result, viz, that in good grains of the same pedigree, neither mere sise nor situa- 
tion in the ear supplies any indication of the superior grain. 

Very close observation during many years has led me to the discovery that the variations 
in the cereals which nature presents to us are not only hereditary, but that they proceed 
upon a fixed principle, and from them I have educed the following law of development of 
cereals: 

1. Every fully-developed plant, whether of wheat, oats, or barley, presents an ear supe- 
rior in productive power to any of the rest on that plant. 

2. Every such plant contains one grain which, upon trial, proves more productive Uian 
any other, 

3. The best |rra!n in a given plant is found in its best ear. 

4. The superior vigor of this grain is transmissible in different degrees to its progeny. 
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5. Bv repeated carefal selection the snperioritj is accnmnlated. 

6. The improyement, which is at Qrst rapid, gradually, after a long^ series of years, is di- 
minished in amount, and eventually so far arrested that, practically speaking, a limit to im- 
provement in the desired quality is reached. 

7. By still continuing to select, the improvement is maintained, and practically a fixed 
type 18 the result. # • • • 

The anperiority of some individuals over others is so marked in various ways as to lead 
i rresistibly to the inference that it must be hereditary. • * • Upon this great 

Erinciple, running throughout all nature, I base my system of selection. The results of se- 
(Ction in many agricultural plants, such as the parsnip, cabbage, turnip, potato, hop, &c., 
are well known ; and there has recently been pnblishea in France a report showing how my 
principle of selection, applied to the beet cultivated for sugar, has resulted in an increase of 
5 per cent, of sugar. In the case of the vine, too, I may cite an instance : Some eight 
years since I communicated to an Italian friend my views as to the selection of the vines. 
These he carried back with him to his relative in Piedmont, and two vears ago he informed 
me that the produce in wine from his relative's estate had been trebled by adopting the prin- 
ciple of selection. 

Major Hallett insists strongly on thin sowing of wheat. It is to be 
remembered that he is speaking of practice on English soil, in good 
heart, kept clean, and thoroughly tilled. He nrges that it is necessary 
to the full vigor and greatest product of the plants that they be sown 
early, giving each plant sufficient room to develop itself completely, by 
tillering freely, and occupying its just measure of ground. He recom- 
mends for large fields of wheat that planting take place from the last 
of August to September 10, using two gallons to three gallons of seed 
per acre. When circumstances delay planting beyond this period, an 
additional gallon of seed, per acre, should be used for every week of 
delay up to the end of September. Early planting gives advantage in 
saving of seed, in forwarding the fall work of the farm, in enabling the 
plants more effectually to resist the lifting of winter frosts, and in an 
earlier harvest. , 

In illustration of the vigor of grains grown by him, he states that 
at the Exeter meeting of the British Association he exhibited three 
plants of wheat, barley, and oats, each from a ^ngle grain, showing 
the following number of stems, respectively; : wheat, 94 ; barley, 110 ; 
oats, 87. As to the effect of the increased size of the grains on the ag- 
gregate of the crop, he adds that he has found one bushel of his pedigree 
wheat, (original red,) produced irom single grains planted 12 inches by 
12, to contain about 460,000 grains ; a bushel of ordinary wheat contain- 
ing 700,000 grains. The enlargement of the grains tends to a propor- 
tional increase in measured yield. On three acres of land he has aver- 
aged 72 bushels of wheat per acre from a seeding of one-third of a 
bushel per acre, and on an entire field of barley he has averaged, per 
acre, 82 bushels, weighing 57 pounds per bushel, from a seeding of one 
peck per acre. 

In respect to regularity of drill. Major Hallett says : 

My principal object is to insure perfect singleness and regularity of plant with uni- 
formity of depth. The two latter maybe attained by the drill, as may the former also, 
by adopting the following plan : The seed-cups ordinarily used in drilline wheat are so 
Lnrze tnat they deliver bunches of grains, consisting of six or seven, which fall together 
within a very small area, from which a less produce will be obtained than if it had 
been occupied hjr a single grain. The additional grains are thus not only wasted, but 
are positively injurious, hy using seed-cups, however, which are only sufficiently large 
to contain one grain at a time, a stream of single grains is delivered, and the desired 
object, viz, the depositing of grains singlv, at once attained. The intervals in the rows 
irill not be exactly uniform, but they will be sufficiently so for all practical purposes. The 
width of these intervals will, of course, depend upon the velocity with which the seed- 
barrel revolves, which can be regulated at pleasure by a proper arrangement of the cog- 
wheels which drive it. By drilling thus we obtain the advantage of the ** broadcast" 
system, also equal distribution, as we can have the rows as close together and the grains 
as thin in the rows as we please. j 
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The crop should be hoed as soon and as frequently as practicablet with Garrett's 
horse-hoe. If the seed has been sown earlj, this should be done in the autumn, as it 
causes the plants to tiller and occupy the whole ^ound before the winter set.s in. It 
is essential to the success oi thin sowing, to keep the land perfectly free from weeds durin)^ 
the growth of the crop. 

American farmers may thus see what has been attained in England, 
and adapt the lesson to their own practice. The principles involved are 
clearly set forth; the application, particularly in respect to quantity 
of seed and time of sowing, must be modified by regional and local 
peculiarities*. In this country we are obliged to forego in some degree 
the advantages of early planting of wheat, in order that the plant may 
avoid the ravages of the Hessian fly. 

ENGLISH EXPERIMENTS ON PERMANENT PASTURE. 

Professor Yoelcker reports on results of experiments on permanent 
pasture from 1868 to 1871, inclusive. These were in continuation of 
those given in the report of this Department for 1869, pages 276 to 
279; and substantially the same fertilizers were employed as are there 
mentioned, namely, per acre for each field of experiment; on one 
plot, 100 bushels of quicklime ; on another, 100 bushels of quick-lime 
and 560 pounds of salt ; on another, 1,680 pounds of fine bone- 
dust ; on another, 560 pounds of mineral superphosphate and an equal 
weight of crude German potash salts ; on the next plot, no manure ; on 
another plot, 560 pounds of salt alone ; on another, 560 pounds of Peru- 
vian guano ; on another plot, 560 pounds of crude German potash salts, 
alone ; on another, 560 pounds of mineral superphosphate and an equal 
weight of Peruvian guano ; on the next plot, no manure. 

On one of the soils, which proved to be deficient in lime, the applica- 
tion of that article gave a good increase of grass, as did also the bone- 
dust. But in most of the cases the lime had no beneficial effect. Pro- 
fessor Yoelcker advises farmers to be cautious about incurring large 
expense in applications of bone-dust before a limited trial of its efiect 
on their land. On some soils, especially on poor, light pasture, this ap- 
plication has had a wonderful effect. But on cold clay pasture-land 
money has frequently been wasted in bone-dust ; on such land it has 
been found much better to top-dress pasture with a mixture of super- 
phosphate, potash salts and guano, or nitrate of soda, than to dress 
largely with bone-dust. Much difficulty is encountered in attempting 
to prescribe manurial compounds for pastures, on account of the great 
variation in the composition and physical character of their soils. But, 
generally speaking, the best manures for grass-land are those that are 
rich in nitrogen and readily available phosphoric acid. 

Professor Voelcker concludes by remarking that applications of arti- 
ficial manures on permanent pasture often result in pecuniary disap- 
pointment, and, as a rule, no artificial manurial mixture gives so favora- 
ble a return as good farm-yard manure. He believes that in English 
practice it would be profitable for the farmer to apply the larger portion 
of his yard manure to his pasture-land rather than to the arable land^ 
since he can readily secure a pecuniary profit with artificial manures on 
roots and cereal crops. 

SHELTERED AND UNSHELTERED MANURE. 

Lord Kinnaird, in a letter to the Scotsman, states the following ex- 
periments in comparing the effect of dung which had been kept under 
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cover with that of unsheltered dung. The soil was a rich loam, lying 
on trap, and the field was planted in potatoes. One acre treated with 
sheltered manure yielded 11 tons, 17 cwt., 56 pounds of potatoes, and 
another acre fertilized with like manure, 12 tons, 12 cwt., 2C pounds of 
potatoes; average of two acres, 12 tons, 4 cwt., 97 pounds. One acre 
dressed with unsheltered manure yielded 7 tons, G cwt., 8 pounds of 
potatoes, and another, treated in like manner, yielded 7 tons, 18 cwt., 
99 pounds; average of two acres, 7 tons, 12 cwt, 53 J pounds. Gain in 
product of potatoes per acre, from application of sheltered manure, 4 
tons, 12 cwt., 43J pounds. 

A similar trial was made on wheat the next year. But the season was 
characterized by wet weather, and the grain was soft and not in very 
good order. Two acres dressed with unsheltered manure yielded, of 
wheat, weighing 61^ pounds per bushel, respectively, 41 bushels, 19 
pounds, and 42 bushels, 38 pounds. Two acres dressed with sheltered 
manure yielded, of wheat, weighing 61 pounds per bushel, respectively, 
55 bushels, 5 pounds, and 53 bushels, 47 pounds. Average excess 
of product of wheat per acre, from the application of sheltered manure, 
12^ bushels of 60 pounds. Average of straw per acre from sheltered 
manure, 2.36 tons; from unsheltered manure, 1.72 tons, showing an 
excess of .64 ton from the former application. 

NITRIFICATION OF VEGETABLE SOIL. 

In recent experiments by M. Boussingault on the nitrification of a 
vegetable mold in confined, unrenewed, stagnant air, it was shown that 
under such conditions the nitrogen of the atmosphere takes no part in 
the nitrification, which is accomplished at the expense of nitrogenous 
organic matter. 

FERTILIZING WITH CLOVER. 

At a meeting of the Connecticut Board of Agriculture, in December,* 
1873, 3Ir. Willard stated an experiment illustrating the action of clover. 
He had six acres of very fine clover on a gravelly lOam of medium heavi- 
ness, underlaid by red sandstone — the soil substantially equal in char- 
acter throughout the field. As soon as the clover was in blossom he 
mowed about one-half of the field. A rainy season followed, and the 
aftergrowth grew luxuriantly, and in August he cut about one acre the 
second time. He then plowed the whole field and seeded to rye. The 
crop of rye appeared to be the same throughout the field, and he ob- 
served that where the clover had been mown the soil was full of small 
fibrous roots, but where the clover had not been mown, the amount of 
roots was not as large. 

ADAPTATION OF PLANTS TO SOILS. 

Of two nearly allied kinds of plants grown on the same soil, one may 
not thrive while the other may be quite vigorous ; yet the former may 
succeed in a neighboring locality and on an apparently similar soil. The 
following is an abstract of recent French experiments with the cluster 
pine and other pines for the purpose of a better understanding of the 
causes of such differences : Three lots of soil were taken, including sub- 
soil. Number 1 consisted chiefly of quartz sand, and in this Pinus pin- 
aster throve well. [Number 2, from the vicinity, contained more lime, es- 
pecially in the subsoil ; in this P. pinaster did poorly, w^hile P. silvestris 
and P. laricio Austriaca grew well. In number 3, containing more lime 
both in the upper soil and the subsoil, only the two latter species made 
a growth. The differences in the growth of the cluster pine are attribu- 
ted to a non-assimilation of potash by that plant in the lime soils. 'OglC 
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FEEDING BUCKWHEAT-BRAN FOR MILK. 



The superiutendeut of the Eastern Pennsylvania Experimental Farm 
xeports experiments in comparing the values of wheat-bran and buck- 
wheat-bran for the production of milk. During the first trial, com- 
mencing January 28, 1874, sixteen cows were fed with 10 pounds of cut 
fodder and 10 pounds of cut hay per day, in two feeds, also 5J quarts of 
Indian meal and the like quantity of wheat-bran, mixed and divided 
into two equal portions and fed separately from the hay-ration. The 
wheat-bran weighed 16J pounds per bushel, and cost $26 per ton. The 
following is a statement of daily yield for seven days : 




Jannary 
Janaary 
January 
January 
January 
January 
January 
Jannary 



Morning. 
Evening, 
Morning. 
Evening 
Morning 
Evening, 
Morning 
Evening 



71 
109 

71 
118* 

77 
JIL 

T2 



45 r February Morning 115) I 

46 ' February Evening , 56| ' 

30 February ) Morning 10]{ | 

35 J February S ' Evening 70 

32 I February 3 Morning 99 I 

24 I February 3 Evening | 71 ' 



I 



Tota 'l,25« I 



This shows a daily average per cow of 11.18 pounds of milk, or a little 
over 5 quarts. In the second experiment, lasting the same number of 
days, the cows were fed as in the first case, except that an equal value 
of buckwheat-bran, costing $20 per ton, was substituted for the wheat- 
bran. As the buckwheat-bran weighed 19 pounds per bushel, it would 
appear that 5.9 quarts were used, or 3.5 pounds, against 2.7 pounds of 
the wheat-bran. The following shows the yield of milk during this 
test: 



Date. 


Time of milking. 


1 

a 

1 


1 

1 ^ Date. Time of milkiog. 


1 


Ii 


February 4 ' Morning 103i 


22 February 8 1 Morning 


111 


?<» 


February 4 Kvening 91 

February 5 Morning 9!) 


29 ,i February 8 , Evening 

29 1 February 9 i Morning 


73i -yi 

105 lt< 


February 5 


Evening 

Morning 

Evening 


76 
111 
77 


30 February 9 1 Evening............... 


7gJ , '>.■ 


February 6 


15 1 February 10 Morning... 


984 , 2^ 

77 1 *i^ 


February 6 


19 ' February 10 j Evening 


February 7 
February 7 


Morning 107* 

Evening 74 


20 ' Total 


1 


1 2821 








1 







Excess of total product of milk over that of the first trial, 30.25 
pounds, or nearly 14 quarts. The substitution of buckwheat-bran for 
wheat-bran resulted in an increased flow of milk, notwithstanding thr» 
nearer approach to the time of drying off. Analyzing the exhibit still 
further, and taking Indian meal at 80 cents per bushel, and hay at dl6 
per ton, it is found that the milk \^ ould require to have been sold at 5.5 
cents per quart in order to repay the cost of feed. During the next 
seven days the cows received the same kinds and amounts of feed as in 
the second case; but the meal and bran were mixed with the, ha v and 
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fodder, and the mixture was wet with hot water twelve hoars before 
feeding. This experiment sliowed an additional increase of 36.25 pounds 
in the aggregate product of milk for the seven days, or about 16.5 
quarts, with very slight difference in the relative cost of production. 
Throughout the whole course of experiments, a family of two persons 
received enough of the new milk for their daily wants ; the rest was 
used for butter. Quantity of butter made during the first experiment, 
57.63 pounds ; during the second experiment, 59.^ pounds ; during the 
third exi^eriment, 60.5 pounds. The precise average of milk for one 
pound of butter is not shown ; but without any deduction for milk 
used in the family, the averages of milk for butter in the different trials 
would be, respectively, 21.7 pounds, 21.5 pounds, and 21.8 pounds. 

FEEDING FOR MILK. 

The following is the tenor of Professor Atwater's recent presentation 
of the results reached by German experimentalists in feeding for milk : 
The total amount of the milk, and also its amount as shown by the per- 
centage of dry substance it contains, may, up to a certain point, be in- 
creased by feeding a rich ration. The composition of this dry substance, 
that is to say, its proportion of butter to caseine, is not essentially affected 
by the differing character of the food. As soon as the ration reaches a 
certain maximum, further increase of the food has no effect on the 
quality of the milk and only a slight effect on its quantity. In practice, 
therefore, true economy will not consist with a meager ration, nor with 
an unnecessarily large and rich one ; and a judicious selection of cows is 
a prime requisite in carrying out the specialty of quantity of production 
of milk, of butter-quality, or of adaptation to cheese-making. 



CURREXT FACTS IX AGRICULTURE. 

Improvement in live stock. — There has been in recent years a great 
improvement in the exhibit of cattle at the Union Stock- Yards in 
Chicago, and now many of the animals are half-breeds and higher 
grades of the improved breeds, the majority of these being short- 
horns. The Texas cattle received are mostly of native stock, but 
their condition is much better than that of the same class formerly, 
feeders putting much more beef on them than they then did. These 
cattle are forwarded from Texas to Colorado, Kansas, Iowa, and Illinois, 
to be made ready for market. Some of the stock in the yards is first- 
class beef, thick in flesh. The writer gives a record of sales of Texan 
cattle in 1873, at the yards, from which we take the following particu- 
lars : Total number of Texan cattle sold in 1873, 156,090. Eange of 
prices in Januarj-, 1873, $2.25 to 84.75; February, 81.50 to 84.75; 
March, 82.25 to 85.75 ; April, 83.62 to 85.65 ; Mav, 83.25 to 85.50 j June, 
82.12 to 85.25; July, 82 to 85.50; August, 81.25 to 85.25; September, 
81.25 to 84.00; October, 81.50 to 85.62 ; November, 81.40 to 84.75 ; De- 
cember, 81.55 to 84,55. 

Texas cattle, — The firm of Allen, Poole & Co. consists of five part- 
ners, and holds stock-lands of immense extent, of which the southern 
boundary' extends from Galveston Bay to the extreme south westeni limit 
of ^latagorda Bay. Allen's ranch, a comparatively small portion of 
tbis territory, touching Galveston Bay, is used as a pasture for stock 
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selected for shipment, and contains 12,000 acres. It cost $24,000, gold. 
It is well watered and sheltered by forests. Eight hundred mustangs 
are kept here for the use of the herdsmen and drovers. During 1873 
the firm shipped from this ranch 20,000 beeves and calves for the Gal- 
veston market, 80,000 for New Orleans, and 20,000 for Cuba. Another 
ranch is eighty miles long and thirty miles wide, contains 1,200,000 
acres of land, and feeds 120,000 cattle and 1,000 mustangs. The firm 
has an office in Xew York City for the sale of their canned beef, and 
recently a partnership has been formed between the firm and an Eng- 
lish house in Liverpool for the sale of the article. At the time of writ- 
ing Allen, Poole & Co. were closing a contract with the United States 
Navy to the amount of $90,000, and the military authorities of Prussia 
were negotiating for a yet larger supply. 

Lo88 of cattle at the West. — A coiTespondent of the Department in 
Osage County, Kansas, writing in June, 1874, stated that, from the best 
information he could obtain, the loss of cattle in that county alone, during 
a very few months preceding, amounted in money equivalent to about 
$150,000, and that it was chiefly caused by a succession of storms since 
April 1, in connection with great scarcity of feed; many thousands of 
cattle throughout the State had died from these causes. Up to April 
the weather had been favorable. 



FERTILIZERS. 

Stable manure. — The following points are from a recent paper by Pro- 
fessor Goessman, of Massachusetts. Some of the material is the fruit 
of recent German experiments. At a temperature of 100^ centigrade, 
the dry substance of the entire fresh solid and liquid excretions of 
cattle, sheep, and horses amounts, on an average, to 50 per cent, in 
weight of the dry substance of the food consumed. Professor Wolff 
thus states the percentage of the dry substance of the food of cattle 
found in the excrements : 





C0W8. 


Oxen. 


Sheep. 


HorMS. 


Average. 


In the urine 


9.1 
3a 


5.8 
45.4 


6.6 
46.9 


3.6 

42.0 




Id the f jcces 









Total 


47.1 


51.2 


53.5 


45.6 


49.4 







On an average, the weight of dry straw required for absorption 
reaches one-quarter of the weight of the dry substance consumed as 
food. Putting the composition of stable manure as 25 parts dry sub- 
stance and 75 parts water in 100, it follows that for every 100 pounds 
of dry-food substance consumed 300 pounds of stable manure will be 
produced. Placing the daily amount of dry fodder consumed at 24 
l>ounds for 1,000 pounds of live weight of the animal, and allowing 6 
pounds of straw for bedding, the product of manure, in stable feeding, 
of an animal of the stated weight, will amount to 72 pounds daily, or 
26,280 pounds per year. But considerable variation exists between the 
different classes of animals as regards the amount of straw required 
for bedding; the daily requirement of wheat straw being estimated at 
6 pounds for a horse, 8 pounds for a cow, 4 pounds for a pig, and 0.6 
pound for a sheep. 

In general farming, if the farm-stock has been well fed, 1,000 pounds 
of the manure will contain 4.5 pounds to 5.8 pounds of nitrogen. The 
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commercial valae of stable mannre may be approximately represented 
by allowing for every ton of manure 10 pounds of potassa, 8 pounds of 
nitrogen, and 4 ponnds of phosphoric acid. On account of the highly 
beneficial action of stable manure on the physical condition of the soil, 
its agricultural value, as a rule, stands higher than that of any com- 
mercial artificial fertilizer giving the same proportions of the named 
constituents. But a good concentrated fertilizer may, under certain 
circamstauces, be a valuable assistant of stable manure. 

It has been customary on large estates to calculate the nitrogen 
afforded by the excretions of the entire number of farm^animals at 75 
per cent, of the nitrogen of the food consumed, allowing 25 per cent, for 
nitrogen carried off in milk, animal texture, &c« Taking cows and oxen, 
which require GM ounces to 7 ounces of nitrogen in their daily food for 
each 1,000 ponnds of live weight, their annual consumption of nitrogen 
per 1,000 ponnds of live weight would range from 148 pounds to 171 
pounds. A deduction of 25 per cent, being made, there would remain 
in the fresh excrement 111 pounds to 128 pounds of nitrogen ; as much 
as would be found in 750 to 800 pounds of best Chincha Island guano^ 
or in 3,200 pounds of bone-meal, or in 25,000 pounds of half-rotted barn- 
yard manure. But the efficiency of the excrements depends greatly on 
the preservation of the entire amount of liquids and solids. The follow- 
ing table, from Professor Wolff, shows the proportion in which the nitro- 
gen of the food is distributed in the animal excretions. The figures 
exhibit the number of parts for 100 parts of nitrogen contained in the 
food: 





Cowl. 


Oxen. 


Sheep. 


Hones. 


Average. 


Xitrogien in M>lid •zcretiontt............ 


45.5 
18.3 


51.0* 

sao 


43.7 

51.8 


56.1 
27,3 


49.1 


Kltrosen in llfiuid dxcretioni .. ...... .................... 


33.9 









But the excretions of high-fed oxen often contain 2^ times as ranch 
nitrogen and 3J times as much phosphoric acid as those of cows or 
young cattle whose milk or growth carries off a large amount of the 
named elements. 

Guano deposits of Peru. — The results of late measurements of guano- 
deposits upon several Peruvian islands are stated by the South Pacific 
Times, as follows: Chiapa, 89,000 cubic meters; Huanillos, 700,000 j 
Panta de Lobos, 1,601,000; Pabellon de Pica, 5,000,000; Patache, 125,- 
000; Chavanoja, 150,000; Patillos, 16,000. As the cubic meter is rep- 
resented to yield 2,866 pounds to 2,976 ponnds of giuino, these fignres 
exhibit a total of more than 10,000,000 tons. In addition to this amount 
there is reported a very considerable aggregate from numerous islands 
of smaller size. Specimens of several of the deposits have been ana- 
lyzed by order of the Royal Agricultural Society of England. Dr. 
Voelcker remarks, that those of Pabellon de Pica are very dry, of a clear 
brown color, and approximating the best guanos of the Chincha Islands. 
Those of Punta de Lobos contain a large quantity of sand, amounting, 
at 8 feet depth, to 28 per cent. ; their average of nitrogen is small. The 
proportion of this ingredient varies at different depths, amounting to 6} 
per cent, at 5 feet, and to 10 per cent, at 40 feet, where the guano is fine 
and still drier than that of Ouanape, and contains as small a proportion 
of sand. The guano of Huanillos is very dry, pulverulent, and of clear 
brown color; the proportion of nitrogen varies from 7 to 10 per cent, f 
sandy from 2 to 6 per cent. Several specimens were rich in phosphate 
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of lime, but poor in nitrogen. Alkaline salts are present in large pro- 
portions. Dr. Yoelcker says that, the variation in percentage of nitro- 
gen being so great, the only just way of pricing cargoes from these de- 
posits is by determining the value of each lot of guano according to 
chemical analysis. The English Royal Society has petitioned the gov- 
ernment to urge the Peruvian authorities to regulate the prices of cargoes 
in accordance with some standard of analysis. 

Fertilizers from refuse Jish^ etc. — In the statistics of the industry of 
Maine, for 1873, there are reported seven establishments in the State 
devoted to the manufacture of fertilizers from refuse fish, turning out 
annually 6,550 tons of fertilizers valued at an average of 812 per ton. 
There is also reported a factory in Lincoln County, manufacturing about 
500 tons of seaweed fertilizer annually, averaging $30 per ton. 

Waste of fertilizers. — A traveller in Webster County, Missouri, allud- 
ing to a statement in the State Agricultural Report, that the lands of 
the county had depreciated 25 per cent, since the war, gives some facts 
illustrative of the causes of the depreciation in fertility. He says that 
stopping at a farm-house while on a journey, he took his horses to the 
stable, but found it and the yard so filthy with the manurial accumula- 
tions of years that he led the animals back, preferring to expose them 
to the weather rather than to let them stand in the tilth. Presently, in 
conversation with the farmer, the latter informed him that the seasons 
were every year becoming more unfavorable. The evident truth was 
that the man's land was yearly becoming poorer through bad manage- 
ment. The women of the household were busy in cleaning cotton by 
hand, carding, spinning, and Aveaving it, and earning scarcely 5 cents 
per day, while the men wasted the time of themselves and two teams 
which might have been profitably employed, in hauling out manure. 
The owner of a steam flouring and saw mill in Huntsville, Wright 
County, told him that he had tried to get his neighbors to haul ofi* the 
mill-ashes, but no one would have them, and he would be obliged to 
throw them into the creek. The writer adds that one of his own 
neighbors complained that his land wa« becoming too poor to afford 
a living, and on the same day sold him between 40 and 50 loads of 
manure for a dollar. The writer is confident that in his own county 
there are wasted annually 100,000 loads of manure which, if properly 
applied, would return a yearly value of $200,000. 

INDIAN CORN. 

An extraordinary cro}). — Mr. John W.Murray, of Carroll County, Mary- 
land, reports in the Westminster Advocate that, in 1873, he raised on 
one acre 30^ barrels (152^ bushels) of shelled corn. He states that the 
land was so situated that it received the washings from the road and 
from his barn-yard, and had been in grass for fifteen years. In the 
spring of 1872 he plowed it and planted it in corn. The yield that year 
was 26J barrels. On the 16th of May, 1873, he plowed the corn-stubble 
ground very deep, and harrowed and rolled it. The next day he sowed 
300 pounds of bone-dust and harrowed it again, marked it off 32 inches 
one way, sowed 200 pounds of Ehodes's superphosphate in the rows, 
and dropped the corn, one and two kernels in the hills, 10 inches apart 
The variety of corn was the Chester County Mammoth Yellow. On the 
4th of June, much of the corn having failed to come up, he ** dragged 
the ground and replanted f plowed on the 10th, some hills still miss- 
ing ; on the 17th plowed, hoed, and '< plastered the weak spots ;" on the 
30th dragged, plowed, and thinned; on the 4th of July "hillwi with a 
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potato plow as deep as one horse could pull," and continued to thin as 
it required until the shoots appeared. 

Cost ofgroicing com. — A farmer at North Branch, New Jersey, gives 
a statement of the expenses and x>roceeds of his corn crop from 22 acres, 
in 3873, from which we deduce the following conclusions: Product 
per acre, 36.45 bushels, returning, at 70 cents per bushel, $25.51 ; value 
of corn-stalks, $4.55, making a total of $30.06 per acre. The ex- 
pense account covers plowing, furrowing, dropping and covering, cul- 
tivating, hoeing, cutting, husking, and drawing corn to crib, drawing 
and stacking stalks, shelling, winnowing, bagging corn and taking it to 
market, wear of implements and tax on laud, exhibiting an average 
expense of 39.65 cents per bushel, or $14.42 per acre, leaving a profit of 
$15.64 per acre. 

Shrinkage of corn. — Mr. W. R. Shelmire, of Toughkenamon, Pennsyl- 
vania, reports two tests, going to show the shrinkage and loss of corn 
from harvest-time till about the first of the year, when new corn is con- 
sidered equal to old. The exhibit includes loss by vermin. The variety 
of corn is not stated, but was the same in both cases. In 1871, how- 
ever, the corn was not nearly as dry when taken from the field as 
was the crop of 1870 when harvested. The results of the two trials are 
as follows: Weight of ten measured bushels of ears, when cribbed, 
October 31, 1870, 401 pounds, showing an average weight per bushel of 
40.1 pounds. The same corn, December 12, 1870, measured ten bushels, 
and averaged 35.5 i)ounds per bushel of ears. Loss of weight in forty- 
two days, 11.5 per cent. The corn was shelled at the last-mentioned date 
and exhibited the weight of the cobs at 19.7 per cent of the entire weight 
of ears. After fanning, the grain showed a loss of 1.24 per cent, in weight. 
^V^eight of one measured bushel of grain, before fanning, 51.3 pounds ; 
of one measured bushel, after fanning, 52 pounds. In the second test 
ten bushels of ears weighed, when cribbed, November 10, 1871, 399.5 
pounds, averaging 39.95 pounds per bushel. January 2, 1872, the same 
corn in ears measured ten bushels, and averaged in weight 34.45 pounds 
per bushel. Loss in weight of ears in fifty-three days, 13.8 per cent. On 
shelling at this date the grain weighed before fanning 260.25 pounds, 
showing the weight of the cobs at 24.4 per cent, of that of the entire 
ears. After fanning, the grain showed a loss of 2.9 per cent, in weight. 
A bushel of ears gave on an average 25.275 pounds of grain before fan* 
ning, and 24.525 pounds fanned. 

The following is an abstract of a report of the superintendent of the 
AVisconsin University experimental farm on the loss of weight from dry- 
ing and the amount of cob of four standing varieties of corn : October 
11, 1873, 100 pounds each of Cherokee, early yellow dent, yellow dent, 
and whit« Australian corn, all in good condition, were husked and 
placed on a scaffold to dry. Eighty days afterward — December 30 — 
they were weighed and shelled. The results are given below : 



Varieties. 



I 
I 



j^ 



I 



Is 



Weight of eart pounds.. 

Lon of weight in drying percent. 

Weight of »hell«dcom ponndfl.. 

Weight of coba percent. 



97.75 
2.25 

easo 

14.58 



9fi.50 

3.50 

60.00 

17.09 



93.25 

6.75 

74.50 

20.11 



93.50 

6.50 

76.25 

18.45 
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The yield per acre of each of these rarieties, weighed when drawn 
from the field, was, in pounds of ears, respectively, 3,702, 4,396, 3,958, 
4,746. The yield per acre of shelled corn is given in the following table 
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^ u 




tH 
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Yellow Dent 

Early yellow Dent 

Cherokee 

White Australian . . 



83 I 
\M I 
267 I 
308 



557 I 

7^ I 
741 ' 
616 



55.2 

5*2.6 
64.6 



The corn having been stored in small quantities in a dry place, it is 
believed that it was as dry at the time of shelling as corn usually \& 
when marketed at a much later period. 

Shrinkage in one year. — ^A Pennsylvania farmer gives a report of the 
shrinkage of corn during one year, from November 19, 1872, to the cor- 
responding date in 1873. When husked at the first-mentioned date, 2(M) 
ears measured 2^ heaped bushels, and weighed 120 pounds ; the shelled 
corn weighed 98^ pounds, showing the weight of the cobs at about IS 
per cent, that of the entire ears. Eighty ears heaped a bushel, and 
weighed 48^ pounds. At the close of the year 200 ears weighed 97 
pounds, and the shelled corn 81^ pounds, showing the weight of the cobs 
at 16 })er cent, that of the entire ears, l^inety-seven ears measured a 
heaped bushel, and weighed 46 pounds. Shrinkage of ears during one 
year, by measure, 17 per cent. 5 by weight, 19 per cent. Shrinkage of 
shelled corn in weight dui*ing one year, 17 per cent. 

FRXHT. 

Shipping cranberries to England, — ^Eflforts have recently been made 
by the New Jersey Cranberry Growers' Association toward establishing 
a permanent business in shipping cranberries to England. It is hoped 
by this means to enlarge the general market for that article, and to 
check the downward tendency of prices consequent on the increase in 
cranberry-cultivation. In the latter part of 1874, Mr. P. T. Qainn, on 
behalf of the association, visited firms in London and Liverpool with a 
view to trade arrangements. He found that American cranberries 
were virtually an unknown article in the London market, but better 
known in Liverpool. A business-house in the latter city informed him 
that eight years ago five barrels of cranberries wouhl have filled demands 
of that market, and that in 1873 over one hundred barrels of the fruit 
were sold there. He remarks that one great difficulty in the way of 
introducing the raw fruit into England is the entire want of knowle«l^ 
there respecting proper methods of preparation for table use. Mr. 
Quinn concludes his report to the association by saying that it will 
require time, perseverance, and some outlay to fairly introduce Ameri- 
can cranberries into England, but that, with well-directed efforts, a 
large demand for them can be created in that market. Other papers 
emanating from the association show that some small shipments made 
to England by that organization at the close of 1873 were unremuuera- 
tive, and that the lateness of shix)ment contributed largely to the result. 
A London firm has been constituted the foreign agent of the associ- 
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Peaches in the Delaware Peninsula, — At the aoniial meeting of the 
Delaware Fruit-Growers' Association, in the early part of 1874, the 
committee on peaches reported that in 1873 there were sent by rail from 
the Delaware Peninsula to Philadelphia and New York 1,288,500 baskets, 
or 2,577 car-loads, of peaches; and that, adding the quantities shipped 
by steamers and sailing-vessels, and amounts consumed in the home- 
canneries, the aggregate marketed would probably be about 2,000,000 
baskets. The crop i^r exceeded the calculations made up to time of 
ripening. 

Currants in Connecticut. — A correspondent of the American Agricul- 
turist gives an account of the method of cultivating currants at Green's 
farms, Connecticut, where, as a specialty, currants are found to pay 
better than any other small fruit. The Versailles and Cherry varieties 
are relied on for the main crop. The plants are grown from cuttings, 
6 inches long, planted at distances of four inches, in drills 16 inches 
apart, iii rich soil. In the permanent plantation the young plants are 
set in rich soil, in rows 5 feet apart, at distances of 4 feet in the rows. 
They are kept clean by frequent cultivation throughout the season, and 
are allowed to throw out side-shoots, and to grow in the bush form. 
Some of the plantations are made in the pear orchard, and, where the 
ground is sufficiently rich, they bear abundantly in the shade. A small 
crop is obtained the third year. A full crop panges from one ton to two 
tons per acre. A considerable portion of the profits of the currant- 
grounds is from sales of cuttings at $3 per thousand, and of plants at 
830 per thousand. Three acres of currants on one of the farms pro- 
duct 5^ tons of fruit, which sold for $1,375, averaging 12^ cents per 
pound. The currants are sent to Kew York and Boston. 

Berries in Neio Jersey. — A correspondent in Burlington County, New 
Jersey, gives the report of J. S. Collins, of Moorestown, showing, for 
five acres of strawberries, in 1874, an average gross receipt of $350 
jyer acre ; for five acres of raspberiies, $250 per acre. His blackberry 
crop was light; in 1872, his gross receipts for 75 acres of blackberries, 
in Camden County, were $22,500, averaging $300 per acre. The Park 
Cranberry Association, having a large plantation in New Hanover Town- 
ship, received from commission merchants, in 1872, $34,732.70, after de- 
ducting charges for freight, city cartage, and commissions. The crops 
of 1873 amounted to over 10,000 bushels, but, owing to unusually low 
prices, the value realized was much smaller than in 1872. 

Old apple-trees. — The secretary of the Maine board of agriculture, in 
his late report, mentions an apple-tree at York, in that State, that was 
brought fiN>m England, over two hundred years ago, in a tub, and that 
was still bearing fruit in 1870 ; another, near Wiscasset Bay, that was 
an old tree in 1805, but is still fruitful ; and another, in the town of 
Bristol, known to be over two hundred years old, and still bearing 
fruit. 

Cranberry-production. — Mr. N. R. French, statistician of the New 
Jersey Cranberry-Growers' Association, estimates the cranberry-crops, 
and their sources, for the past three years, as follows : 

I 1872. I 1873. I 1674. 



Cape Cod andaf^acent islands 20,000 

Maosachosettii (remainder of) and Rhode Island 120,000 

New Jersey 100.000 

Wisconsin, Minnesota, Indiana, and Michigan - 135,000 

New York I 



Buahda. \ Bmhels. 



Total 275,000 



80.000 
25.000 
110,000 
60.000 



275,000 



Buiihel$. 
35,000 
70,000 
90,000 
50,000 
5.000 



250.000 
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The area under regular cultivation in New Jersey, in 1874, is esti- 
mated at 4,9G9 acres, and the capital invested at $1J662,130. Though 
there was an increase in acreage over the previous year, the crop was 
25 per cent. less. The rot, with the failure of the crop on new bogs, is 
the assigned cause. 

Shipments of persimmofis. — Twenty cases of persimmons, packed in 
drawers, were recently shipped to Chicago from Ed wardsville, lad. The 
fruit had been carefully cultivated and was of fine quality. 

Fumigating plum-trees, — A Michigan fruit-grower states that the ex- 
perience of five seasons has proved to him that fumigating with coal- 
tar is a i>reventive of the ravages of the curculio on plum-trees. His 
practice has been to fumigate strongly as soon as the blossoms open, 
working very early in the morning, while the dew is on. The treatment 
was continued on alternate mornings till the fruit reached the size of a 
small hickory-nut. 

POTATOES. 

Special culiivaiion of potatoes. — At a meeting of the London Society 
of Arts, Mr. Shirley Hibberd read a paper, in^ which be suggested the 
geothermal culture of potatoes, especially for 'raising new varieties for 
seed. He proposed that tiles be laid in lines four feet apart, and a little 
soil placed upon them, in which the potato-sets are to be put. As a 
substitute, designed for a comparatively inexpensive garden culture, 
planting above heaps of slates, common stones, &c., was recommended. 
The principle is that of raising the potato above the common level of tbe 
soil, and inclosing a body of air beneath their roots, thus securing an 
accumulation of earth-heat. A perfected system of tiles, carrying out 
his plan in full, would cost £66 per acre. 

Potato-cxdture. — F. M. Hexamer^ of Westchester County, Few York, 
well known a« a grower of potatoes, states his method of managing the 
crop. The following are the leading points of his statement : He usu- 
ally plants potatoes in land which had been heavily manured for corn 
in the previous year with stable-manure ; applies no manure with the 
potatoes. Plows eight or ten inches deep, harrowing smoothly, and 
picking off the larger stones from the surface. He uses a planter for 
putting in the seed, and has found by trial that a planter, with a horse, 
a man, and a boy, would do more work than ten men, with two horses 
and furrowing-plows. As soon as the sprouts are above ground he runs 
a Thomas smoothing-harrow over the field in the direction of the drills, 
repeating the harrowing at intervals of eight or ten days, or whenever 
weeds appear, until the vines are about 6 inches high. It is very rare 
that any hill is actually injured. The plants, though laid flat in this 
process of weeding, spring up next morning as fresh as ever. The har- 
row is used most favorably on a bright, sunny day, just after a rain, 
when the soil mellows easily. A few days after the last harrowing he 
begins hilling with a double mold-board plow, using at first only the 
stationary mold-board, without the center-piece. The hilling is repeated 
at intervals of a week, each time with an additional flange to the mold- 
boards, using the center-piece the last time. Cultivation is stopped 
when the blossoms appear, but care is taken to pull by hand the few 
weeds that occasionally appear. 
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TREES AND TIMBER. 

Clearing forests by steam-power, — Experiments Avere lately made in 
Scotland, under the direction of the Canadian Land-Eeclamation Com- 
pany, for the purpose of testing a process patented by Mr. Andrew Gil- 
christ. A tractiou-engine of twelve horse-power being stationed near a 
wood, a wire chain is fastened to the tree which is to be removed, and then 
the steam is raised, and the tree pulled out by the roots. The plantation 
experimented on was nearly one hundred years old, and in five hours 
more than three hundred trees were pulled out. Of this number not 
more than six were broken, and this breakage was attributed wholly to 
tlie inexperience of the laborers employed, and their placing the chain 
too high on the trees. 

The Eucalyptm in California, — According to estimates made in the 
early part of 1874, at least 1,000,000 trees of Eucalyptus globulus have 
been planted in California, in streets of principal cities and in country 
localities where the winter is suflSciently mild. 

Preservation of wood. — In 1830 there were dug up at Rouen, Prance, 
some oaken piles which had been buried six hundred and eighty years ; 
ihey were found as black as ebony, and extremely hard. M. Hatzfeld, a 
manufacturer of Nancy, who took great interest in the subject of the 
preservation of timber, claimed that this condition was caused by the 
large quantity of tannic and gallic acids contained in the oak, and com- 
bining to harden its fibers. Chemistry had long before referred the dark 
color to a union of the gallic acid of the wood with iron, which is found 
to greater or less extent in all soil. M. Hatzfeld proposed to impregnate 
the wood for preservation with tannin and then with acetate of iron. 
The process is stated to be cheap, and the acid does not injure the fiber 
of the wood. A telegraphic company has been testing the process on a 
large scale on a French railway-line, the poles being prepared at Nancy, 
by M. Hatzfeld. The Journal of Applied Chemistry, stating these facts, 
remarks that considerable disadvantages have been experienced in carry- 
ing on most of the hitherto offered processes of preservation. Impreg- 
nating with poisonous substances, such as chloride of zinc and sulphate - 
of copper, as a special protection against animal and vegetable parasites, 
is open to the objection that rain and moisture of air and soil dissolve 
them after a time. As to patents for impregnating with insoluble ma- 
terials precipitated in the wood by the successive action of two soluble 
substances, employing for instance phosphate of iron, sulphate of baryta, 
and silicate of iron, it is found that the acids freed by the mutual decom- 
position and precipitation attack and injure the fibers of the wood. The 
more recent saturation with creosote prevents decay, though it does not 
harden the wood. But the apparatus employed is costly, and the process 
requires much time, and is difficult and expensive. 

POULTRY AND EGGS. 

Poultry in Iowa, — A firm of poultry-dealers in Iowa stated to the Iowa 
Farmers' Journal, in the early part of 1874, that their operations in one 
week covered 37,000 pounds of poultry — turkeys, chickens, geese, ducks, 
&c. They were employing more than thirty men in the dressing and 
cleaning rooms, and were disbursing about $3,000 weekly. They ship 
to New York and Boston. 

Receipts of eggs in New York, — The Poultry Bulletin states the receipts 
of eggs in 1873, by commission and wholesale dealers in New York City, 
at 31,148,070 dozen, valued at 86,976,603.35, against 28,360,410 dozen,, 

18 A ' Digitized by LjOOgle 



274 REPORT OF THE COMMISSIONER OF AGRICULTURE. 

in 1872, valued at $6,292,250.57 ; average value per dozen in 1873, 22f 
cents ; in 1872, 224 cents. In calculating total receipts, about 20 pt^r 
cent, should be added to the above-named quantities for receipts by 
niarketmen and small dealers. 

The egg traJ€.— A report of a committee of the New York Butter and 
Cheese Exchange, in June, 1874, says that eggs are shipped to the New 
York market from the second tier of States west of the Mississippi, 
from Canada, from Georgia, and Tennessee, and from all intermediate 
States. During the spring months skillful packers are able to place 
their eggs in New York from beyond the Mississippi in such good con- 
dition that they reach nearly the price of eggs packed equally well at 
about two hundred miles distant from the market. But in warm weather 
there is great loss in eggs shipped from extreme distances. The commit- 
tee recommend the appointment of egg-inspectors who shall examine 
I'eceipts and grade them into dififereut classes according to condition, 
branding the packages with the name of the State from whence shipped, 
grade, date of inspection, &c. 

The American Grocer says that eggs reach the New York market 
chiefly in barrels, containing from seventy to seventy-five dozen, packed 
in straw, seldom in bran. The best material for packing is rye-straw, 
cut in lengths of half an inch. Oat-straw is quite objectionable, being 
too heating. Farmers or dealers desiring to hold their eggs, pickle 
them in lime-water, to keep over the hot season. These limed eggs are 
easily distinguished by experts. They serve for frying, and for cake, 
and are largely used by bakers. They bring three to five cents less per 
dozen than other eggs. 

Poultry on the farm, — The Delaware County American (Pennsylvania) 
says that a farmer's daughter in Concord Township in that county com- 
menced in the spring of 1873 with sixty hens, common breeds, and two 
Cochin cocks, and from these raised three hundred and fifty chickens. 
During the season she sold eggs to the value of $90, and from Septem- 
ber 20 to January 17 she fattened and sold one hundred and fifty pairs 
of fowls for $260, making the total of sales $350. About two hoars 
•daily were occupied in caring for the hens. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

Truasian Agricultural Museum. — The Eoyal Agricultural Museum of 
Prussia, at Berlin, was opened April 4, 1868, in temporary quarters. 
It possesses a large collection of seeds, grains, fruits, and samples of 
miscelliuieous agricultural products, and is provided with a library, and 
with, models of machines, or actual machines, and illustrations of the 
different tools and processes employed in agriculture. The collectious 
•occupy two stories of an irregular building, and are a ranged in seven- 
teen apartments. The first apartment contains specimens of wood, na- 
tive and foreign, including fine collections from Canada and Australia. 
Three room^^are devoted to wools and* woolen fabrics, including yams 
and cloth in all stages of its manufacture. In the n:achiue halls are to 
be found drilling-machines, mowers, and harvesters of all dates of in- 
vention ; flax'^machinery from various countries is also exhibited, food- 
fiteamers, &c. The different systems for improvement of swamps, 
reclamation of meadows, irrigation, and utilization of sewage, are illas- 
trated by appropriate models. Hall 7 is filled with plows, home-made 
and of foreign manufacture. In three glass cases are contained 187 
models, illustrating the history of the plow from the earliest dates to 
the , present time. There are also eight cases of hand tools of all 
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nations. Corridor 8 contains models of dairy apparatus. Elsewhere 
are found implements for wine- making, exhibits of various processes 
of starch- making, models of bams and farm-houses, horseshoes, 
and exhibits of methods of shoeing, bees and bee-hives, cases of 
sugar, with illustrations of its manufacture ; flax in different stages 
of preparation ; painting of cryptogamic plants ; models of all parts 
of flowers of cultivated plants. The plan of the institution includes 
lectures illustrated by the collections. These lectures the students of 
the agricultural college are expected to attend. During three days 
in each week free admission is given to the public, and special permis- 
sion for study may be obtained by students on application. At the 
close of the first year the museum contained 17,000 specimens, and in 
the early part of 1874 the number had reached 27,000. Most of the 
specimens were donations. 

Conditions of adaptation. — M. Naudiu illustrates the losses of time and 
money which arise from inattention to the meteorology of acclimation 
b}' the attempt made many years ago to introduce tea-culture into 
France. The experiment, made at a large expense, failed for the reason 
that the temperature and the degree of atmospheric moisture necessary 
for the profitable culture of the plant did not exist in that country. The 
costly trial was undertaken without a proper preliminary investigation. 
The success which has attended the recent enterprise of the English 
government in the cultivation of the cinchona in India, was the conse- 
quence of a careful study of the conditions, climatic, &c., of the South 
American habitat of the tree, and a selection of localities in which those 
conditions could be sufficiently approximated. 

Crops of Great Britain. — ^The agricultural returns of the island of 
Great Britain show the following acreages of principal crops and amounts 
of live stock during the named years : 



Crops. ' 



1867. 



1871. 



1872. 



187a 



Wheat acres 

Barley do.. 

Data do. 

Potatoes do. 

Tamlps, Swedes and Mangolds do. 

UopH ..do. 

Cattle number 

Sheep do.. 

Hgs do.. 



3,367,876 

2, 259, 164 

2, 750, 487 

492, 217 

2, 431, 976 

64.264 

4, 993, 034 

28,919.101 

2, 966. 979 



3, 571. 894 

2,385,783 

2,715,707 

627.691 

2,524,261 

60.030 

5.337,759 

27,119,569 

2, 499, 602 



3, 598, 957 
2.316.332 
2,705,837 
564.088 
2,412,697 
61.927 
5,624.994 
27,921.507 
2, T71, 749 



3. 490, 380 

2,335.913 

2,676.227 

514, 682 

2, 447, 616 

63,278 

5, 964, 549 

29, 427. 635 

2, 500. 259 



The enumeration of pigs does not include those kept in towns and by 
cottagers. The estimated population of the island, in 1867, was24,8o2,540; 
according to returns of 1873, the population was then 26,787,337. This 
tabular exhibit illustrates the stability of British agriculture and the 
small variation in the acreages of leading crops from year to year. At 
the same time it shows the current tendency to a gradual diminution of 
the grain-crops and to increase in meat-growing. 

Cinchona plantations in India. — At the commencement of 1874, the 
Londou Medical Review stated that the total cost of introducing the 
cinchona into India had amounted to £70,000, and that the annual 
sales were giving a net profit of £4,000 to £5,000 yearly. At a recent 
sale in Londou of cinchona-bark from the Nilghiri plantations, 23,646 
X>oands of bark were sold for £3,350, showing an average of 2s. lOd. per 
pound. One lot averaged 5s. dd. per pound. 

History of a farmers^ club.— The Blmira (New York) Farmers' Club 
originatedi about the commencement of 1870, in the meetii 
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farmers at evening in a wagon-shop, by the light of a single candle. 
These persons organized a club for improvement in farming. Reporters 
from the city press were invited to be present at the meetings, which 
thus gained notoriety. The club now numbers more than one hundred 
members, and has a large hall in a central situation in Elmira. The 
first fioor of the building is occupied by the janitor's family, and the 
rent of these rooms provides for warming and lighting the hall and 
maintaining it in proper condition. The club possesses a library of 
1,200 volumes, commenced in 1871. Every year the organization has 
carried out some beneficial enterprise. In 1870 a grand trial of haying 
implements was had; in 1871^ a trial of all kinds of implements used 
in working the soil. These trials were attended by crowds of farmers 
from distant parts of the country. In 1873 there was a trial of haying 
and harvesting tools. 

A mechanic's experience in farming. — It is reported that in 1857 Mr. 
Arthur Dungan, a machinist by trade, wholly unacquainted with 
with farming, came to Palermo, IS'ew York, and bought sixty acres of 
sandy, exhausted land, inclining in some places to gravel. He paid 
$1,800, and had $200 left. He began by buying and applying ashes 
and plaster, and growing potatoes, which he carted fourteen miles to 
Oswego, bringing back manure from the livery-stables. His crops in- 
reased, and he continued to dress heavily with ashes, notwithstanding 
the unfavorable comments of old farmers in the neighborhood. He now 
buys about 2,000 bushels of ashes annually, and raises chiefly potatoes 
and wheat. The former have for some years averaged 250 bushels per 
acre, and his winter-wheat has averaged thirty bushels per acre. In 
1869 he sold potatoes and wheat to the amount of more than $2,300. 
From the profits of his farm he has now $12,000 invested in bank-stock. 
He is reported to be the richest farmer in the county, and holds his farm 
at more than $100 per acre. 

Prices of skilled labor near London — ^The Labor Kews (English) 
states that there are hundreds of skilled laborers working in market- 
gardens, horticultural gardens, and the great floricultural hot-houses 
around and in London, whose wages average 12s. to ISs. per week, with 
no perquisites, while they work harder than thrashers, plowmen, mowers, 
and other tillers of fields. Among the employes in London nurseries 
and exotic establishments, there are many skilled gardeners working 
for 12s, per week,who are Latin scholars, botanists, landscape surveyors, 
and chemists. 

Tlie West Albany hayniarJcet — The Turf claims that West Albany, 
K. Y., is the largest hay-market in the United States. According 
to an estimate made by Mr. John Slingerland, of West Albany, the 
quantity of hay in store at that place in the early part of 1874 amounted 
to about 150,000 tons, occupying acres of barns and other storage- 
rooms. 

Dull knives in motoing-maohines. — Mr. F. D. Curtis calls attention to 
the fact that at a recent trial of mowing-machines at Poughkeepsie, N. 
Y., a careful dynamometer test dhowed that the draught of the machine 
was increased nearly one-third when the knives were dull. The knive« 
thus tested were only moderately dull, having been used to mow one 
acre only. 

Alfalfa in California. — A farmer residing in the lower King's Eiver 
country, California, not far from Tnlare Lake, states that in 1873 he cat 
from five acres of alfalfa twenty tons of hay, which netted him $10 per 
ton, and raised 2,200 pounds of seed, which netted 20 cents per ponntL 
Total net proceeds from five acres, $640. 
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Woolen mills on the Pacific coast — The following is reported for the 
six woolen factories in California and the three in Oregon : Amount of 
wool used in 1873,5,380,000 pounds, valued at $1,200,000; value of 
manufactures, $3,000,000. Three million six hundred and eighty thou- 
sand pounds of California wool were used, 1,200,000 pounds of Oregon 
wool, and 500,000 poands of Australian ; 250,000 pounds of cotton were 
also used. 

Oregon flour mills and clothfactories. — ^Pacific coast papers state that in 
1873 the Salem, Oregon, flouring-mills turned out 33,800,000 pounds of 
ground stuff, viz, flour, 26,000,000 pounds; bran, 6,500,000 pounds: 
shorts, 1,300,000 pounds. During the same year the Willamette Woolen 
Mills turned oat 299,000 yards of cloth, using 400,000 pounds of wool. 

Chiccory in California, — A chiccory factory was established in 1872, 
twelve miles east of Sacramento City, California. The farm consisted 
of 180 acres, of which 70 acres were rich bottom-land. Sixty acres 
of this were seeded to chiccory in January and February, 1872, and 
were cropped in July, August, September, and October. The land 
was prepared by deep plowing, replowing 6 or 7 inches deep just 
before planting, thoroughly pulverizing with a harrow. The seed 
was put in by a drilling-machine, in drills about one foot apart. As 
soon as the shoots appeared above ground, twenty-five to thirty 
Chinamen were employed in weeding and hoeing, working about 
ten weeks, till the weeds cease growing. In harvesting, four China- 
men, with sharp hoes, cut off the tops, which were turned under 
by an eight-horse plow, while the roots were turned to the surface, 
laborers following the plow threw the uncovered roots in piles, and 
others, coming after with a kind of potato-hook, disinterred whatever 
plants were not unearthed by the plow. The roots were then loaded 
and carried to the factory, where they were passed through a shoot in 
order to remove sand, &c. Prom thence the roots were passed to the 
cutter, a knife-armed cylinder, which, revolving rapidly, cut them in 
strips 2 or 3 inches long by one-quarter inch or more in thickness and 
width. These were raised to a large drying-x)latform, where they were 
spread in a layer about 2 inches thick, and stirred daily for a week, 
at the end of which period they were sufficiently cured for roasting 
and storing. 

The roasting was done in the 'second story of the factory, which was 
three stories high. The roaster was a sheet-iron cylinder, 4} feet long 
by 2 feet in diameter, supported by shafts, and revolving in a brick 
oven. Five bushels constituted a charge for the roaster, and two hours 
were required for roasting. When this was completed, the chiccory 
was poured out, cooled, and passed to the first floor, where it was ground 
in a mill. The chiccory was then sieved, the coarser portions regroand, 
and the rest passed through a fine sieve before barreling. The factory 
turned out five tons of chiccory per week, running in the day-time only. 
It employed a ten horse-power engine for motive-power. Prices in 1872 
were low and profits small. 

A productive onion-plot — Mr. William Miller, of Combe Abbey, Eng- 
land, says that, in 1873, he weighed the product of one-fifteenth of an 
acre planted in Banbury onions, and found the weight to be 3,960 
poands. This is nearly equivalent to two tons of 2,000 pounds. Mr. 
Miller gives the following history of this piece of ground : Some years 
ago, for a special purpose, the wliole of the surface-soil, or ganlen-loam, 
was carted away, leaving only a stiff clay subsoil. The bed of clay 
was roughly dug over and exposed to disintegration through summer 
and winter weather. Plenty of farm-yard manure, obtainedifrmu^k^ 
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own yards, was mixed with the earth, and the plot also received a dress- 
ing or two of disused pottery-earth of a sandy coni|>osition, in lien of 
pit sand, which would have been preferred. The soil was turned over 
after every crop, going deeper every time, though never bringing the 
bottom earth directly to the top. By this course a cultivable bed over 
two feet deep had been formed, and the purpose was to proceed till it 
should be made three feet deep. Mr. Miller appears to have grown the 
above-mentioned crop from the seed ; the rows were not thinned out. 

Variations of plants. — Thomas Meehan, the well-known horticulturist, 
adduces facts, within his experience, in support of the proposition that 
changes in the forms of organs of individual plants are not always by 
gradual modifications, but that they are often sudden, and of such de- 
cided character as to seem generic. These sudden formations perpeta 
ate themselves in like manner as forms arising from gradual modifica- 
tions. The variations result from causes affecting nutrition, and per- 
haps from other causes. 

Camphor a stimulant of germination. — Experiments with camphor have 
shown that it stimulates the germination of seed, causing more seeds 
to sprout, and hastening the time of germination. Turpentine ap- 
pears to have a similar action, but injures the further development of 
the plant, which camphor does not. 

Correspondence of tides with the flow of sap. — ^The following is the suh- 
stance of a dispatch from the United States consul at Cadiz, Spain, 
communicated to this Department by the Secretary of Stat«. It touches 
the theory of a common influence governing the ebb and flow of tides 
and the flow of the sap of plants. A Madrid paper of respectable 
standing has published an article signed by Don Luis Alvarez Alvis- 
tur, on the influence of the tides on vegetation, in which the writer an- 
nounces a theory, based on the results obtained during fourteen years 
devoted to experimental research, by an enlightened landed proprietor 
of Lorca, in the province of Murcia. 

The theory adopted was the direct influence of the tide on the cir- 
culation of the sap; and its experimental application, after determiniDg 
the meridian of the estate and tabulating the corresponding hours of 
ebb and flow, has been the felling and lopping of forest trees solely dar- 
ing the hours pertaining to the ebbing tide. The results are stated to 
have been conclusive, the decay annually observable formerly in some por- 
tion of the timber having ceased completely in the many years that have 
elapsed during the application of the new principle. The system was 
then applied to an olive-grove, the yield of which had ceased to cover 
the annual costs of culture, by removing every dried portion of the trees 
exclusively during ebb tide. The result is stated to have been the com- 
plete transformation of the grove, a great development of foliage, and 
abundant crops. 

Equally admirable results ensued fh)m the similar treatment of 
orange, lime, and other fruit trees, which were thenceforth unaffected 
by larvae or other plagues which smote adjoining orchards ; and, finally, 
the vineyard of the Lorca landlord, though surrounded by those of 
other proprietors, which were devastated by the oidium, which appeared 
in the district at the period when the new system was first essayed, 
have never exhibited the faintest trace of the malady. 

Fighting the chinch-hug. — A farmer in Allen County, Kansas, says that 
the chinch-bugs have been very destructive in that region during the 
current season, marching in herds, and sweeping away entire fields of 
wheat and corn as they go. He adds that the following course has 
been found an effective means against them when perseveringly pursued : 
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A ditcb as deep as the plow will ran is made along that side of the field 
CD which the insects are entering ; then a horse is hitched to a log four 
to six feet long and ten inches or more in diameter, and kept walking 
back and forth in the ditch. The bags, coming in, gather at the bottom 
of the ditch, are prevented from climbing up the other side by the finely- 
pulverized earth until the log, returning, crushes them. A neighbor, 
alarmed by their multitude, took two lengths of stove-pipe, put an 
elbow on one end, and filled the pipe with kindling material, to which 
he set fire, and drew the pipe through the ditch with the elbow turned 
toward the field, so that the issuing flame destroyed whatever bugs 
were attempting to escape up the inner declivity of the furrow. 

Qeese in the cotton-field, — As a labor-saving expedient Mr. Olmstead, 
residing on Bayou Meto, fifteen miles from Little Kock, keeps about 
one hundred geese for the purpose of destroying the grass in his cotton- 
field. "They keep his field as clean as newly-plowed ground, never 
touch the cotton-plant, and, besides, pay for themselves in feathers.'^ 

Fish in first and second hands. — Boston papers of May, 1874, contained 
accounts of the disagreement between the market fish-boats and the 
wholesale fish-dealers of that city. The former claimed the right to sell 
at retail after supplying the calls of wholesale dealers. The latter, resist- 
ing the claim, associated themselves together, and bound themselves 
not to purchase of any vessel which sold at retail. The boats got only 
IJ cents per pound out of the 10 cents per pound paid by consumers. 

Canning-factories in Maine. — In 1873 there were in Maine thirty-three 
canning-factories, employing a capital of $825,000. The official state- 
ment of their products for the year shows 475,000 dozen cans of corn, 
7,500 dozen cans of succotash and shell-beans, 231,600 dozen cans of 
lobsters, 20,600 dozen cans of salmon, and 1,600 dozen cans of clams; 
total value of products, $1,842,000. In these factories were employed 
2,027 men, 1,760 women, and 300 children, and their wages amounted 
to $262,500. The business is chiefly controlled by three Portland pack- 
ing companies, and these firms also put up a large amount of meats in 
the winter season. 

The corn-canning factory of Burnham & Morrill, at South Paris, Me., 
had, in 1874, 240 acres planted in sweet corn and 24 acres in beans. 
They used about 300,000 cans for the fall season. 

Pickles and canned cam. — The canning establishment of Mr. William 
Archdeacon, at Crystal Lake, 43 miles from Chicago, Illinois, occupies 13 
acres of land, about half of which are covered by the buildings. Of 
three one-story erections, 260 feet by 45 feet, two are chiefly devot-ed to 
the handling and pickling of cucumbers, with a capacity of 70,000 
bushels. The other is devoted to packing. Other large buildings, some 
of them over two stories high, are used for canning green corn and 
other produce, the manufacture of white-wine vinegar, of which im- 
mense quantities are used on the premises, cooper-work, and box-mak- 
ing. A large number of persons are employed in the establishment, 
1,000 being required for pickling cucumbers alone during their season. 
Steam is employed for power and for heating the buildings, and gas, 
for lighting them, is manufactured on the spot. Two rail-tracks are laid 
through the grounds. One thousand car-loads are received and de- 
livered annually by the Chicago and Northwestern Eailroad. The prod- 
ucts worked up by the factory are chiefly obtained by it through con- 
tracts made in the spring with neighboring farmers. The number of 
contractors during the recent season was 350; number of acres covered 
by the contracts, 1,726 ; of which 943 were in cucumbers, 269 in toma- 
toes, 103 in green pease, 78 in green beans, 60 in cabbages, 16 in caoli- 
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flowers, 12 in small onions, and 8 in horse-radisb. The location of the 
factory at Crystal Lake has resulted in a large advance in the market- 
value of surrounding lands. Mr. Archdeacon has organized a horti- 
cultural society among the patrons of the factory, and has fitted up a 
hall and provided a library for the use of the society. 

Protection against birds. — A correspondent of the London Field says 
that he has found a convenient expedient for preventing birds from 
ravaging small fruit and garden produce. He takes a fine, dark-colored 
linen thread, and secures one end of it to a twig of the bush, and then 
stretches it to other twigs, backward and forward. The birds, flying 
down on the fruit, strike against these almost invisible snares, and are 
frightened by the apparent mystery. With pease and other seeds sown 
in drills, he stretches one or two lines of thread along each drill, at the 
height of two inches above the ground. This is found better than a 
greater height from the ground, where the birds would more readily 
perceive the character of the contrivance. 

A Colorado potato-field. — It is reported that the potato-field of Mr. 
Eufus Clark, near Denver, is 150 acres in extent, and that its yield for 
1874 is estimated at 25,000 to 30,000 bushels. During the season more 
than $2,000 were expended in defense against the potato-beetle. 

Visitors at the Kew Gardens. — The Royal Gardens, Kew, England, are 
open to the public on every day in the week, after 1 o'clock p. m. The 
number of visitors in 1873 was 683,870. On June 2 there were over 
59,000 visitors. 



MODERN FARMING IN AMERICA. 

By Augustin L. Taveau. 

Progress is the watch-word which seems, by common consent, to have 
been adopted by the present generation — progress in art, science, com- 
merce, and manufacture. And agriculture, under the same inspiration, 
has made giant-strides toward obtaining her niche in the grand tem- 
ple of science. What has been accomplished by chemistry through the 
noble discoveries of Liebig. Boussingault, Johnston, and others has been 
ably seconded by the great creative genius of the in ventors of labor-saving 
machinery; and the names of Hussey, McOormick, Wood, Whiteley, and 
a host of others should ever be treasured in the memory of the progres- 
sive farmer as his great benefactors. 

The farmer of today is not the dull plodder of the past; if he would 
occupy the front rank, he is called upon to use his brains as well as his 
hands. And he who now sows according to the changes of the moon, 
or sows, tills, and reaps with awkward old-fashioned tools, will be out- 
stripped in the race with the farmer of progress; who, while working 
with his brains, throws the burden of muscular labor upon the power- 
ful sinews of his team or steam. 

Human nature, perhaps, is the same now as it was six thousand 
years ago ; and the man of progress to-day still has to encounter, and 
ignore, the jeers of his more obtuse neighbors. We infer from Holy 
Writ that the venerable Noah, even, in the building of the Ark, was 
regarded as wild and cranky in his formidable preparations for that 
flood which was to deluge the world ; and had he possessed less of 
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that "grit," which perseveres in spite of all obstacles, who of us would 
be here to-day to tell the tale t Where would be the magnificent net- 
work of iron-bound roads, thundered over every second of the twenty- 
four hours by the great steam-horse, harnessed to a chariot of which 
Apollo might have been proud, coursing along at the rate of a mile a 
minute, with a comet-like train of precious freight, had not the in- 
domitable grit of George Stephenson triumphed over blind prejudice f 
Who would have witnessed the magnificent spectacle of the great 
ocean steam-fleet, whose smoke curls over the waters of every sea 
on the globe, had the great pioneers of that enterprise listened to 
the learned prejudices fulminated against its attempt f Would the 
earth to-day have been "girdled in forty minutes" had Morse suc- 
cumbed to the idle jeers and sneers of the ignorant f And it is to all 
such men that the world owes its greatest debt of gi-atitude ; but it is a 
reflection on human nature that all such men are, generally, either looked 
upon with suspicion, or regarded a "little cracked." But the time 
is at hand when, with our boasted intelligence, this must cease. We 
must learn to educate ourselves up to that standard of progress which 
is the inspiring theme of all such natures. We no longer live in an age 
in which the " fool and his bells" is the greatest delight of courts. 

And, as it is with these departments, so is it also with agriculture 
The farmer of to-day must have nothing of the clown or clod-hopper 
tacked to his skirts. He must be a live man, bold in experiment, frank 
in conviction, and as free from prejudice as he would wish to be of the 
plague. In this spirit, let him attend the great agricultural feirs ; and, 
in that magnificent display of modem farm-implements, recognize the 
triumphs of genius which offers to aid him in overcoming the toil of 
manual labor. But, to utilize these to the greatest advantage, he must 
be willing to educate himself to their use. All machinery is more or 
less complex, but not, on that account, necessarily requiring the skill of 
a trained engineer. The most complicated machinery, in the hands of 
an intelligent man, anxious and willing to learn how to handh^ it, will 
give more satisfaction than one of simple construction in the hands of 
a person who is a bundle of prejudices. Observation, patience, and a 
little common prudence will be rewarded with perfect success ; while 
the want of these will result in failure — and failure prompts its victim, 
too rashly, to condemn what is in itself really a blessing. 

In view of the great scarcity and cost of manual labor in our country, 
we propose to review what has been done for the farmer in the way of 
substituting machinery for human muscle, as well by steam as by ani- 
mal power; and, in doing so, we will say what we know from actual, 
and mostly personal, experience in the matter ; and will make it our aim 
to endeavor to convince the farmers at large, but more particularly those 
of the South and West, that the period has come when they must, of 
necessity, rely with confidence upon machinery to develop to their 
highest capacity the broad acres of their generous soil. And first upon 
the list we must deliberately place 

THE STEAM-PLOW. 

Who can overestimate the great part this powerful implement is 
destined, beyond all doubt, to take in rendering this country the gran* 
ary of the world, and in developing our resources in a hundred other 
ways as yet scarcely dreamed off If, so far, this implement of the first 
importance has not made that great advance which it will be found by 
experience it is justly entitled to, it has been because^ the Jf^](m(^^ymf^ 
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self has clogged its wheels with incredulity and prejudice. Those who 
have endeavored, and are still endeavoring, to place this untiring and 
powerful steed in the grand fields of this country, have not met with 
that encouragement from the planters and farmers which a matter of 
such grave importance ought to receive. 

If good drainage and thorough pulverization of the soil are the foun- 
dations of the highest form of agriculture, the experience of such men 
as Lawrence of Louisiana, and Hampton of Mississippi, and a host of 
the best farmers of Great Britain, together with that of the Pacha of 
Egypt, all attest^ in the most unqualified language, this most impor- 
tant truth. An implement which, at less cost than that of animal-power, 
penetrates the soil to a depth of 20 inches, thoroughly breaking up the 
hard-pan underlying it, and permitting not only the heavy rains to 
percolate beneath, but also during some drought allows the moisture 
from below to rise and stimulate a vigorous growth, which otherwise, 
under the scorching rays of the sun, becomes stunted and withered^ 
such an implement, beyond all question, must, in the nature of things, 
become a necessity to every one desirous not only of gain, but of being 
considered a man of progressive ideas. Kor must we overlook the im- 
portant circumstance that here there is no incessant packing of the soil 
by the tread of animals, but, once cultivated, the land is left in that high 
state of tilth recognized as "spade-husbandry." The experience of 
those using these implements tells ns also that one such plowing is 
from its thoroughness capable of taking the land through a series of 
seasons equaling a proper rotation. 

In point of economy, also, animal-power can bear no comparison with 
steam. It is usually estimated that to break up an acre of sward 10 
inches deep, with horses, costs not less than from $2.50 to $3. We 
find, from the most recent accounts of farmers in England, that, with 
their powerful engines of thirty-horse power, they are able to break up 
their land to a depth of 18 or 20 inches, at a cost as low as from 50 cents 
to 75 cents per acre. If the comparison ended here only the enormous 
gain in this one point alope would be sufficient to satisfy the most skep- 
tical ; but, upon going further and looking into results, we learn that 
the yield of crops is actually augmented from one-fourth to one-third. 
And, to come nearer home, the increase of yield in sugar in Louisiana 
is 50 per cent, greater than by horsepower. 

Many of our farmers are under the impression that the great first 
cost of a steam-plow renders the venture of doubtful advantage. In 
this there is also error, although it is true that some of the plows im- 
ported from England nave been obtained at high figures ; but engines 
from abroad have recently been introduced into this country at a cost of 
$5,000, and there is every reason to believe that, if our own inventors 
were encouraged by the farmers, American mechanics could turn out 
a good implement at even less cost. In comparing the two systems, 
we find the following result : 

Cost per diem bff steam. 

Three men and one boy $4 00 

J.OOO pounds coal, at $6 per ton 3 00 

Water-cart 8 00 

Oil. &,c 1 TjO 

Wear and tear, at 10 per cent 1 25 

Interest on $5,000, at 6 percent., less Sundays 1 00 

Cost of fifteen acres 12 75 

Cost per acre S5 
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Cost per diem bn horses. 

Breaking np 15 acres, aft |2.50 per acre $37 50 

Interpst on value of horses and tools 50 

Wear and tear of horses, harness, and tools 1 00 

Coatof 15 acres : 39 00 

Cost per acre 2 60 

Cost per acre bj steam 85 

By credit in favor of steam per acre 1 75 

After allowing for reasonable differences in the above estimate, what 
really progressive farmer can longer remain in doubt upon the subject? 
These figures, also, apply to machinery imported from abroad. What 
if a more economical engine were got up at home f And just here lies the 
whole matter in a nut-shell — the lack of a home demand. 

Upon one occasion application was made to one of the largest engine- 
builders in the country upon the feasibility of getting up steamers in 
our own country. He replied : '' It has taken fifteen years, and millions 
of capital, to educate the farmers to the point of using steam for any 
purpose ; and there is not one neighborhood in a thousand where they 
believe in it yet. There are greater difficulties in the way than want of 
practicable machines for steam cultivation." If this 6e so, it is a stigma 
upon their name* which they should lose no time in wiping out. Our 
inventors are doubtless capable of meeting the issue, whenever the call 
is made^ but in this, like every other commodity, there is no supply 
where there is no demand. We say, then, to the progressive farmers, 
that it is to you alone the country must look to wip^ out this reproach 
to American agriculture. And, in taking the matter into consideration, 
it must be borne in mind that these are not merely implements for plow- 
ing alone, but that they are constructed to do all the farm threshing, 
grinding, sawing, hauling heavily laden wagons, and even repairing and 
consolidating the rbads by rolling. So that, by judicious management, 
there need l^ no want of occupation for the engine any more than for 
the horses of the farm. And as regards the skill necessary for their 
management, we find that in Louisiana the ordinary hands are in a short 
time quite capable of taking charge ; and, indeed, in England, the ex- 
perience is that the best farm-hands are more skillful in their manage- 
ment than ^< men from the shops." To the planters of the South, who 
are working under the great cloud of a sparse and disorganized labor, 
we say, here is the grand solution of your problem. Wait not for the 
advent of the immigrant and *^ heathen Chinee," worshipping false gods, 
but, with the Gbristian labor around you, harness the mighty power of 
steam to the car of Ceres and command success. 

THE STEAH-DITCHEB. 

Under the title of marsh and swamp lands, hundreds of thousands ot 
acres of the richest and most valuable soils are to-day nothing more 
than howling wildernesses, on most occasions a curse to the neighbor- 
hood wherein they might, by drainage and cultivation, be turned into 
real blessings, and fever and pestilence routed from their stronghold. 
To aid us in the attainment of so desirable an end, we ought gladly to 
welcome the steam-ditcher. 

In Colusa County, California, the Tule Land Reclamation Company 
gives employment to four or five hundred men. The company owns 
forty-two thousand acres of overflowed swamp-land; and, with the aid 
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of a powerful steam-ditcher, it is estimated by the company that it costs 
but $2 an acre to reclaim it. How almost incredible does this seem 
when compared with the reclamation of swamps by manual labor ! Be- 
fore the war, it was estimated by the rice-planlers of the South, with 
abundance of slave-labor at command, that it cost about $150 an acre 
to reclaim cypress lands, and about $100 an acre to reclaim marsh 
lands. 

The work done by this machine is, also, of the most thorough kind, 
erecting in its course an embankment 20 feet wide at its base, 4 feet 
wide on top, and 4 feet high. And the land reclaimed by this work 
produces forty bushels of wheat to the acre, for the subsistence of man ; 
but a short time previously, it wgbs the nursery of reptiles. Nor 
does the benefit end here ; for, previous to the subduing powers of the 
steam-ditcher, it was worthless ; but, reclaimed by its aid, at the small 
cost of $2 an acre, we find the same acre, in one year, appreciating to 
$15 an acre. How few investments can show such results! 

One of these machines is described as now at work on the farm of 
Mr. Charles F. Beed, and is of the following dimensions and construc- 
tion : It is 41 feet long, 12 feet wide, and 12 feet high ; has an upright 
boiler 8 feet long, attached to which are two engines of 7-inch bore and 
12-inch stroke ; which, with one hundred pounds of steam and one 
hundred and fifty revolutions, give 24^ horsepower. The machiue 
stands on four wheels. The forward or propelling wheels are' eight 
feet in diameter, with 2 feet face, and are attached to the forward shaft 
like the driving-wheels of a locomotive. To one of these wheels is 
attached an int^njal gear 6 feet in diameter, 6 inch face and 2^ inch 
pitch, in which works a lOinch pinion, which is connected with the 
engine by a combination of geaiing so arranged that, by the work- 
ing of four clutches, the machine can be propelled, either forward or 
backward, from one to t«n miles in ten hours, without increase or de- 
crease of the speed of the engine. The hind wheels are 6 feet in diame- 
ter and 1 foot foce, and work on a loose crooked axle, similar to the hind 
axle of our large city trucks. The hind part of the machine rests on a 
rocker, placed on this axle, to which are attached tiller-chains, which 
pass around the forward end of the machine, and are worked by a worm- 
gear with a crank which guides or steers the whole machine. 

A few feet forward of the middle of the machine is an iron wheel 7 
feet in diameter, to which are attached four knives, angular-shaped, and 
which extend 12 inches each wa^' laterally. This wheel revolves ab3at 
thirty times a minute, cutting a ditch 2 feet wide and 4J feet deep. 
Upon each side of this cutting-wheel are knives extending from the bot- 
tom of the wheel upward and outward, like the sward-cutter of a plow, 
which trim the outer edge or side of the ditch and give the slope or flare 
as desired. Following this wheel is a scraper, the point of which comes 
under the wheel, and extending backward and upward is an apron or 
belt of India rubber 2 feet wide, upon which the wheel drops the dirt, 
cut and finely pulverized. This is carried back and up to the rear of the 
machine, when it drops to a top or side apron, which carries it to 
either side of the ditch. This side apron is arranged so that it will carry 
the dirt either to the right or the left by moving a clutch. As the cut- 
ting-apparatus is working, the whole machine is moving forward, and 
the quantity of work it does is regulated by giving it a fast or slow mo- 
tion forward, without changing the speed of the engines. The machine 
weighs about seven tons, and costs about $5,000, or just about the cost 
of five able-bodied negro men before the war, and by whose labor we 
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have seen tliatit cost from $100 to $150 an acre to reclaim laud such as 
the steam-ditcher reclaims at only $2 an acre. 

We have thus far given the experience of others ; in almost all that 
follows we shall give the result of personal experience ; and as, perhaps, 
the great majority of farmers and planters are not £amiliar with the 
machines to be mentioned, particularly those of the South, who need them 
most, we shall be more minute in our description of their construction 
and operation than at first sight might appear necessary. Our chief 
aim and object is first to attract attention to their value, and show 
how much can be accomplished by their aid. Through their agency we 
have been enabled for a series of years to work a farm of nearly two 
hundred acres with the assistance of only two little boys and occasional 
help at harvest and thrashing. First in importance on the list is 

THE GANGKPLOW. 

To one unaccustomed from his youth to plod the weary furrow behind 
the plow-bandies, this implement is of inestimable value. At one stride 
it endows the weak and infirm with power, and renders him capable of 
performing more and better work than the most stalwart farm-hand 
with the cSd-fashioned implement. The machine consists of a gang of 
two plows, whose beams are attached to an axle resting upon two wheels. 
One of these wheels is so arranged that by means of a lever the driver 
can so adjust the height of the wheel as that it shall correspond to the 
wheel junning in the furrow, and thus keep the plow-soles on a level in 
the bottom of the furrow. Another lever on the opposite side, with a 
catch working into notches on an arc, serves the double purpose of either 
regulating the depth of the plowing or of entirely throwing the plows 
out of the ground at the end of a fiirrow for the purpose of turning 
around. Upon the machine is provided a comfortable seat for the driver, 
where he may sit and plow the livelong day, and even smoke his pipe 
with all the gusto of " Uncle Toby.'' 

Perhaps it may be objected that this looks more like play than work ; 
then let us examine, at the going down of the sun, what this seeming 
idler has accomplished. Upon examining the work we find that the 
soil has been thoroughly broken up and turned over to a uniform depth 
of about 8 inches, and the amount of work done, about five acres, with 
no balks and hollows, but all looking smooth and level, indicating 
the thoroughness of the work. To accomplish this has required the 
power of four horses, and only one man, by which the labor of one man 
is saved, and tbe addition of one acre ofland plowed. 

It uaay be questioned by what possibility can the two plows of the 
gang and the four horses accomplish more than two common plows with 
like four horses t Here science sheds her light on the subject and ren- 
ders perfectly clear that which seems at first sight obscure. Every 
farmer knows that the plow has three intense points of friction, viz : 
the land-side, the sole, and the mold-board. It has been repeatedly 
demonstrated, by the trial of the dynamometer, that the land-side con- 
sumes of the power of the team, 55 per cent. ; the sole 35 per cent., and 
the mold-board only 10 per cent., making in all 100. Therefore it 
follows that, in proportion as we lessen these points of friction, so do we 
lighten the draught, and accomplish more work. To illustrate the sub- 
ject, we have only to recall the important difference of attempting to 
haul a cord of wood over a dirt-road upon the runners of a sled, or 
to haul the same upon a wagon. The sled drags, but the wagon rolls. 
So with the gang-plow; it rolls along on wheels, and thus lessens a large 
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percentage of friction which the common plow is encountering at every 
step. Thus has genius given the farmer an implement whereby he can 
not only do more and better work with less cost and less hands than 
the old implement, but he thus also has always at command what may 
be justly called "reliable labor,'' and renders him perfectly independent 
of others, if he is willing to help himself. 

THE HARROW. 

l^ext in importance to thorough breaking up of the soil is its thorough 
pulverization afterward, in order that, the soil being well comminut^, 
the young and delicate rootlets may be able to push their feeders in 
every direction without obstruction, and thus send nourishment to the 
plant from every available portion of its elements found in their unlim- 
ited search. In the improved sulky -harrow we again witness the triumph 
of machinery over the old Y-shaped implement. It is a well known fact 
that the old harrow will traverse a plowed field two or three times 
without doing more than merely scratching and smoothing over the tops 
of the rough sods, leaving the lower bed full of unbroken clods in 
precisely the same condition in which they were inverted by the 
plow. And if the field should happen to be foul, every farmer knows 
the break-back operation of tramping all day long behind one of these 
'< drays," and being forced to the necessity of constantly lifting the im- 
plement over the huge mounds of rubbish rolled up in their path, which, 
like the snowball, '< gathers as it goes." Then these unsightly mounds 
must either be leveled down again, or the tedious operation be rersorted 
to of throwing them into a wagon to be hauled away ; otherwise the 
amount of grit and sticks which accumulate in their bodies is sure 
to make sad havoc with the keen-edged blade of its successors, the 
reaper and mower. 

The subject, however, has not attracted as much attention from invent- 
ors as many much less important ones. It is evident that to form a 
complete chain of labor-saving machinery, the sulky-harrow should not 
be omitted. In connection with our other implements we have worked 
with very satisfactory results an implement of this character, described 
in the report of 1869, page 321. This machine subserves the two-fold 
purpose of both a harrow and a seeding-machine. It requires no pre- 
vious preparation of the land other than that of ploughing, and is able 
to accomplish from ten to fifteen acres a day with one man and a pair 
of horses. The driver is provided with a comfortable seat, from which 
he guides the team and superintends, without effort, the various opera- 
tions of harrowing the soil, sowing the fertilizer, grain and grass seed, 
all at one operation. The harrow proper consists of a cylinder, armed 
with teeth, which, by means of suitable gearing, is rotated at high speed; 
which, instead of skimming over the clods, drive through thetn down to 
the bottom of the furrow, and thus reduce the whole mass of sods to a 
fine tilth, whereby thorough admixture of the fertilizer and soil is aooom- 
plished, and the pulverized seed-bed promotes rapid and even germina- 
tion of the plants. With this implement there is no rolling up of mounds 
of trash, but the field is left in the best possible condition for the harvest. 
And here, again, we may institute the same comparison as before, result- 
ing in favor of machinery; for we find that this machine, with one man 
and a pair of horses, will do the work of five men and an extra team of 
horses, and do better work. 

THE SERRATED ROLLER. 

This machine is of great value to the farmer, who prides himself upon 
putting his fields in ^^ garden order " before committing his seed to the 
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ground. In soils liable to bake into hard clods, soon after the process 
of ploughing, it acts with great effect — completely crumbling them 
down into powder in its path : and is, on that account, particularly valu- 
able in preparing the ground for the planting of corn, whereby that 
most desirable feature, a " good stand," is almost invariably secured. 
It is ateo very valuable as a successor to the plow where heavy sod is 
broken up — compressing the furrows down evenly, and partially crumb- 
ling the surface, leaves it in the best possible condition for the harrow. 
And in wheat-culture it is used to great advantage by passing it over 
the field afber the crop is seeded, thereby giving that compactness to 
the soil so essential to the successful growth of the plant, and materially 
aids in setting the grass-seeds usually sown with that grain. In Eng- 
land and France it is considered one of the leading machines on every 
farm where high culture is practiced. The machine is of cast iron, in 
several sections, around whose peripheries are a series of corrugations, 
that cut through and break open the clods; it weighs about one thou- 
sand pounds. 

THE GRAIN-DRILL. 

Although, when originally introduced, the drill was supposed to be 
the sine qua non of good farming, nevertheless, with all its good quali- 
ties, experience has proved that, it is not under all circumstances, the 
most advantageous system. Under certain conditions of soil and local- 
ity, it is of great advantage in securing a good yield — whereas, under 
other circumstances, the reverse is the case. Some of the chief objec- 
tions to the drill are that, where the farmer is pressed for time, or is 
short of teams and hands, it requires so much previous preparation of 
the land before the seeding can begin — and, oftentimes, even after all 
this labor of preparation has been gone through with, a sudden and 
heavy fall of rain so compacts the finely prepared soil that the tines are 
unable to penetrate deep enough to afford sufficient covering for the 
seed ; and, consequently, more time has to be consumed in breaking up 
tbis cruse with cultivators before a satisfactory result can be attained, 
-^e clogging of the tubes is, also, a source of irequent annoyance 
wli^^f^course, is the cause of the skipping over of much land at times, 
be known when it is too late, i. «., after the appearance 
of tB^JttJ^f^ When, however, the reverse of these conditions exists, and 
the soil is light, we have in oar experience found the drill of very great 
value in securinggood crops. There are some drills, however, that sow 
the grass-seed in front of the tines. This is decidedly unfavorable to a 
good set of grass ; as the seed is buried beneath the soil at such a great 
depth that, according to the best tests that have been made, fully one- 
half rots, or never attains the surface. Where the grass is sown in rear 
of the machine, the reverse is the case ; as it is pretty generally estab- 
lished that the seed is so fine that it needs no other covering than that 
which is afforded by the first good shower of rain that follows. 

In England, where the drill is most highly esteemed, the spaces be- 
tween the rows are usually cultivated by a peculiar horse-hoe espe- 
cially adapted to the purpose ; and it is there not considered safe to 
neglect this cultivation, as the opinion is entertained that the great 
growth of weeds, which otherwise usually obstruct these passages, not 
only consumes a vast deal of the fertilizing elements, but also, by main- 
taining an almost constant moisture around the stems of the plants, con- 
duces greatly toward developing that fatal destroyer, the rust. And, in- 
deed, at home it is beginning to be a qnestion among the best farmers 
whether a heavy stand of grass, seeded down with the grain, does not 
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materially contribute also to that end. And it is beginning to be the 
practice to omit the grass-seeding altogether at this period, and only sow- 
ing it down, after the removal of the crop, right upon the stubble. The 
effect of which seems to be that, as there is no overshadowing of the 
plants, they grow much faster and yield a crop of hay in the same time. 

THE REAPER. 

No one who values his reputation as a progressive farmer can afford 
to be without this all-important implement. When, at times, we see the 
haggard ^^cradlers," in a field, literally obtaining bread by the sweat of 
their brow, we are reminded of the man who always preferred the stage- 
coach to the railway — the one he considered safe, the other liable to acci- 
dents. Next in importance to growing a good crop is the securing it with 
rapidity, ease, and economy. A machine that will cut its ten or fifteen 
acres a day with a pair of horses driven, perhaps, only by a boy, at- 
tended by a few binders, is one of the greatest triumphs of modern 
farming, emancipating as it does the lady of the establishment from the 
serious care of feeding the grand harvest army of other days. And a 
sale of over one huudi*ed and fifty thousand of these machines a year 
attests the high esteem in which they are held. But candor compels us 
to admit that the implement can never be considered as having reached 
its highest state of completeness until it can do its own binding by auto- 
matic mechanism. We do not for an instant doubt that this great de- 
sideratum will be sooner or later accomplished, and then we shall have 
the sight of a boy and a pair of horses harvesting a field of grain with 
only a couple of attendants to secure the sheafs into shocks, and thus 
we may realize the old proverb, '^ to safe bind is to safe find." 

So many different patterns of this machine are made, that of course, 
it would be invidious to make any distinction. All are ipore or less per 
feet in their way ; while it must be admitted from experience that the 
largest proportion of wrought iron and the least possible amount of cast 
iron, should enter into the construction of a machine which has fre- 
quently to undergo such severe strains. Strength, with reasoua^ 
lightness, is the chief point for the farmer to investigate. 

There is another form of harvester used to some extent in i 
States and California, known as headers. This machine if^^MMRRng^ 
the field only clips oft' the heads of the crop, leaving the straw standing 
in the field. The heads are conveyed into a kind of van, and are either 
sharpened up into shocks or conveyed direct to the thrasher. For the 
dry climate of Oalifornia, a machine which would cut, thrash, and clean 
the grain, at one operation, might perhaps be of greater value even than 
the header. It would doubtless require eight or ten horses to draw it, 
but this would be no more than are now required by the thrashing-ma- 
chine, and the operation of cutting would be a clear gain. Or, doub^ 
less, such a machine could be handled to advantage by the steam-trac- 
tion-engine used for steam-plowing. 

Indeed, if we are to credit history, the headers appear to claim an- 
tiquity over the reapers; for Pliny, the elder, informs us that, "in the 
extensive fields of the lowlands of Gaul, vans of a large size, with pro- 
jecting teeth on the forward edge, are driven on two wheels through the 
standing corn by an ox, yoked in a reverse position, with the machine 
forward of the ox. In this manner the heads or ears are torn off and 
fall into the van." This was nearly two thousand years ago; and to oome 
nearer down to our own period, not quite a century since we learn of a 
machine* in Great Britain that was propelled by a horse hitched in its 
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rear, which clipped off the heads as it passed onward throagh the grain, 
these falling into a large box in rear of the cntting-apparatus } and, 
when full, the box was transi)orted to the granary to be thrashed at con- 
venience. In illustration of the high dignity which inventors in England 
held, it may not be amiss to mention that even the great'statesman, Mr. 
Gladstone, took out a patent for a machine-reaper, which would cut corn 
and deliver the straw in gavels behind, to be subsequently bound by 
hand. 

In the attempt to render the reaper a really valuable and practical 
machine, many centuries and the brains of many prominent men were 
occupied ; and America may justly claim the crown in this long contest. 
The reaper of to-day, alive, practical, and indispensable machine, takes 
its true parentage from Mr. Obed Hussey, of Baltimore, Md.; McCor- 
mick, of Virginia, following close upon the heels of Hussey, carried it 
forward almost to its present state of perfection. 

THE HORSE-RAKE. 

The beautiful picture of Euth gleaning in the fields of Boaz, however 
picturesque in effect, has now been rendered a plain matter of fact and 
a business operation by the introduction of the horserake. Perhaps no 
machine on the farm is of greater importance, in its way, than this mod- 
em implement. And, in a money point of view, it surpasses them all, 
literally more than paying for itself in a single season. Simple of con- 
strnction, light of draught, and effective in operation, any boy who 
can drive a horse can manage it and make himself as valuable in the 
harvest as the ablest man. Passing rapidly over the stubble of the 
wheat-field, it leaves in its wake huge gavels of valuable grain, which, 
when taken to the thrasher, speak eloquently through the bushel-tub of 
a gain, the prospect of which, at first sight, would seem to have been 
" a game scarcely worth the candle.'' 

This machine has nearly altogether superseded the old wheat-gleaner 
^hich, itself, was a great advance on the ancient system of hand-raking, 
are its services alone confined to the gleaning of stubble, for it is 
Busable companion of the mower in the hay-field — saving, by 
g f its movements, thousands of tons of hay annually which, 
otBSNMHHRglit be caught by storms and irretrievably ruined. It is 
also a valuable adjunct in the old corn-field, gathering up in its folds 
the cornstalks cut down to make way for the seeding of oats, and lay- 
ing them off in convenient piles to be hauled away to the compost- 
heap to be rotted down into manure. 

The machine consists of a light frame, resting upon two wheels, sur- 
mounted by a comfortable spring-seat for the driver. In rear is a huge 
comb of spring- teeth, of semicircular form, depending from the axle, 
and a stiff counter-comb extending.backward, between the spring-teeth. 
When the machine is in motion, the spring-teeth, hanging downward 
to the ground, rake up all the loose straw in its path, and as soon as a 
garel of proper size is formed, the driver touches a lever at his side, 
which quickly elevates the comb, and the counter-comb above presses 
the gavel out and delivers it, while the spring-comb drops down to its 
work again. The machine is furnished with thills and only requires the 
service of a single horse. 

THE THRASHER. 

When we compare the insignificant little affair, which, but a short 
time ago, was almost in universal use, requiring such a concourse of 
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hands to clear away the trash and dirt it made while going throagb the 
melancholy operation of killing up a half dozen horses a day, it is diffi- 
cult to realize how much ingenuity and skill have been expended on the 
modern thrasher, so simple and perfect is its operation. Machiues 
ranging from two up to ten horse capacity, and, indeed, as is now getting 
to be quite the custom, accomplishing even one-third more work under 
the driving force of steam, are to be seen on every well-regulated farm, 
receiving the sheaves at the cylinder and rendermg the grain cleaned 
at the bag ready for its immediate shipment to market ; while at the 
same time the elevating-carrier is passing the well-cleaned straw up to 
the man on the stack, and the riddles are carefully turning out the tail- 
ends for the winter benefit of the poultry, No dirt, no confusion — every- 
thing goes on like clock-work, and more particularly so if the steam- 
engine is on the ground. We are doing twice as much work, twice as 
well done, and with half the hands of the "old machine." This is 
progress. 

THE MOWER. 

What the reaper has done for the farmer in the fields of grain, the 
mower has also accomplished in the fields of grass ; and any consider- 
able farmer finding himself without a mower to-day would be seriously 
jeopardizing his reputation for being a man of progress. But as well 
known as this machine is to the farmers of the Northern and Western 
States, it is as yet an unheard-of thing at the South. But it is reason- 
able to hope that, with the changed systems of things there, and the 
painful experience of the past years in the heavy losses sustained by 
planters depending upon one staple alone, it will gradually, but surely, 
attract general attention to a more diversified system of agriculture ; 
whereby not only the planter himself will be individually benefited, bat 
permanent improvement given to the soil in the shape of sod, instead of 
the present scourging system of an incessant cultivation. That *^ all 
flesh is grass," is to no one more striking than to the successful culti- 
vator of that herb. Its abundance on his own estate gives muscle to his 
teams, fat to his steers, butter and milk to the dairy, wool to the she^ 
•mntton to his table, and a general abundance of God's good giftgt^i T 

In no department of agricultural machinery has more ^§]^MK^^ 
been displayed than in the get-up of mowers. Machines ai^fSBBImted 
out exhibiting in their construction almost the same care and perfection 
of details as a sewing- machine, and. of such simple construction, and 
lightness of parts, as only to require a person of ordinary ability to 
operate and a light pair of horses to draw them. It is estimated that 
in fair grass, on a moderate-sized farm, one of these machines wUl pay 
for itself in a couple of seasons } and, with proper protection from the 
weather, and ordinary care, should last eight or ten years. We have 
bad ours in use about eight years and it is still almost as good as new. 

As previously alluded to, in conjunction with the mower is used the 
horse-rake, whose operations, however, are preceded by 

THE HAY-TEDDER. 

This is another one of the long list of machiues which has added 
incalculably to the wealth of the country. By means of this implement, 
hay can now be cured and safely stored away in the barn, within the 
same day that it is cut, thereby altogether avoiding the old-fashioned 
risk of cocking it up in the fields for t^e purpose of euriog. The ma- 
chine, somewhat like the rake, consists of a light frame, mounted upon 
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a pair of wheels, supporting a comfortable spring-seat for the driver, 
who has nothing to do but guide his horse. An eccentric crank-shaped 
shaft is mounted with a series of levers, armed below with spring-teeth. 
The ends of the cranked shaft have pinions that are actuated bj an 
internal gearing in the driving-wheels. The result of this ingenious 
combination is that, when the machine is driven over the newly cut 
grass, these several levers, with their spring-forks, go to work very- 
much after the fashion of a hen scratching for food for her chickens ; 
and, by this movement, the grass is rapidly opened and tossed into the 
air, and falls again upon the stubble as lightly as a snow-flake. By this 
process, the air is permitted rapidly to circulate under the swath, and 
the sun is able, in a short time, by striking through, to cure the hay 
quickly, thereby retaining all its fine color. With one of these machines 
a boy can cure from twelve to fifteen acres a day. Some of these ma- 
chines are made with arms something like a revolving-harrow. 

In a couple of hours, after this process, the horse-rake comes into opera- 
tion for the purpose of rolling up the swath into convenient gavels, and 
then, if the barn is convenient to the field, the services of a wagon may 
be entirely dispensed with by bringing into play 

THE 9OESB HAY-SWEEP. 

This machine is very light and simple of construction. Attached to a 
pole, for the draught of two horses, is a wide rake of wooden teeth lying 
flat upon the ground, with a lever in rear to be used by the driver in 
discharging its load at the barn or at the start. Thus, as soon as the 
hay is in a condition to be removed, he drives the machine athwart the 
gavels formed by the horse-rake, and in the encounter the machine loads 
itself, and is then driven off to the point required ; and the driver, upon 
arriving there, by actuating the lever, permits the rake to upset itself 
and thus discharges his load and returns to the field. At this point of 
the process another invaluable machine is brought in which saves, per- 
haps, one of the heaviest operations of haying, and that is the raising of 
the hay to the mow, or loft, and storing it away. In lieu of the old and 
fifttiguing process of '^pitching," modern farming enjoys the great ad- 
vantage of 

THE HORSE HAT-FORK. 

There are a number of different styles of this machine, but nearly all 
are constructed, more or less, on one common principle. A block and 
tackle, with the fork at its lower end, is attached by suitable means to 
the building, or to poles if stacking out of doors. The fork, or harpoon, 
is driven into the hav, and, by automatic action, secures itself to it ; 
while a horse, attached to the fall of the rope, is driven off and thus, by 
means of the tackle, elevates the charge to any desired point, where it is 
received by the person stowing or stacking. At this moment a trip- 
cord is pulled by the man below, which immediately frees the fork and 
releases the hay. With this machine a couple of men are able to do 
more work in a day than a dozen or more in the old-fashioned pitch- 
fork style. These forks are usually made of steely are light and not ex- 
pensive. Kor are their services confined to haying, for in stacking or 
housing grain of various sorts they can also be used to much advantage. 

Although the long list of labor-saving farm-implements which we 
have already enumerated are of incalculable advantage to the farmer. 
still the labors of the inventor would have been far from complete hau 
he overlooked the great, and perhaps most important, crop of all to 
Americans — the crop which sustains man and beast — and omitted to fhr- 
nish us with ^.g.^.^^, .^ i^OOgle 
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THE SULKY CORN-PLANTER. 

This machine, got up almost ivith the lip^htness and elegance of a 
phaeton, is of the first importance on the farm, and is bronght into 
requisition at that critical season when not a moment can be lost with- 
out incurring a corresponding diminution in the harvest. It is com- 
posed of a light frame, mounted on wheels, and furnished with a seat 
for the driver. The wheels are very broad in the tread, and answer the 
two-fold purpose of locomotion and rollers for covering and compressing 
the earth around the corn. In front is a transverse frame, to the center 
of which is attached a pole for a pair of horses. Secured to either end 
of this»cross-bar are two steel swords, not unlike a cimeter in appear- 
ance, that cut into the soil and form an entrance for the drUls which 
are in rear. Over the drills are two hoppers, containing each corn suf- 
ficient for several acres planting. At the bottom of these hoppers are 
holes with slide-valves for dropping the corn down into the drills. These 
valves are operated by a connecting-rod^ which is moved by a pitman 
actuated by a pinion meshing into an internal gearing in one of the 
wheels. The driver rests his feet on two stiiTup-like bars, and, by more 
or less pressure, controls the depth to which the sword-drill plants the 
com. Suitable devices are arranged for regulating the distance apart 
between the hills and the number of grains to be dropped. The ma- 
chine is so constructed as to be capable of planting either in checks or 
drills. If used in the former way, it requires a boy to ride with the 
driver for the purpose of working the dropper; but when planting in 
drills, only.requires the services of a single person. With this machine 
a man and a pair of horses can plant from twelve to fifteen acres of corn 
in a day. Immediately after this machine, we call into service 

THE SULKY-CULTIVATOR. 

This machine, like the horse-rake, is put to various and valuable uses 
on the farm. Furnished with appropriate and effective shields, the 
young corn can be worked almost as soon as it comes above the ground 
without injury from clods. Like its predecessor, the corn-planter, it 
works with great dispatch and is very effective ; a man and a pair of 
horses being able to work from ten to twelve acres of corn, cotton, or 
tobacco in a day. After the first working, the shields are removed, and 
the dirt can be either thrown from or to the plant, and it is mounted upon 
wheels in such a manner that the corn-crop can be laid by with it at a 
height of four or five feet, without injury to the stalks. The machine is 
composed of a light quadrangular frame, mounted upon high wheels, 
with a pole for two horses and a driver's seat. Four shovel-plows are 
pivoted to beams that are, in turn, pivoted to the forward part of the 
frame. The plow-beams are supported by two pendants, which, by 
means of pin-holes above, regulate the depth of the work. A lever next 
the driver enables him instantly to raise the plows out of the ground at 
the end of a row for the purpose of turning around and in order that no 
damage may occur. If roots or stones are encountered below the surface, 
the standards of the plows are held in position by wooden pins, strong 
enough to overcome the ordinary resistance of the soil, but which im- 
mediately break upon encountering any unusual obstruction and free the 
plow from injury. 

This machine is also very valuable for cross-plowing land in the 
spring which has become packed during the winter; and for this pur- 
pose there is an extra shovel, which is adjusted in front of the four, aud 
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thus forms the Y-shape necessary for the purpose. It is also used to 
great advantage in breaking down the old corn-beds in the spring for 
siding the field in oats ; which it also covers in very efifective style 
and with great expedition. And, for this purpose, some of these ma- 
chines are provided with a seed-hopper in front, which is worked by 
means of a chain, or other device, operating from one of the wheels. 
' Next on the list should be the 

CORN-HARVESTER. 

A number of patents have been granted for this implement, but we 
are unable from experience to say whether their operation ha-s been 
such as to pronounce the implement a success. It is, however, one of 
the farmers' greatest wants, and we trust that it will not be long before 
the corn-harvester will be as familiar as grain-harvesters. An imple- 
ment which would gather the ears from the stalks without Imposing the 
burden of hauling stalks, fodder, and all, unless desirable to do so, would 
doubtless be regarded with much favor. 

THE CORN-HUSKER. 

The same remarks will apply to this machine as to the foregoing — a 
universally-practical one has not, to our knowledge, yet claimed public 
attention, although several are in the field. The one we tried did not 
operate as was represented. 

THE CORN-STALK CUTTER. 

We believe that a number of these machines are in successful opera- 
tion in the West. It is represented as composed of a light frame upon 
wheels, with a pole for a span of horses, and a seat for the driver. Sus- 
pended to a pivoted frame below is a cylinder armed with cutters. Upon 
driving the machine through the old corn-stalks, the C3*ltnder is lowered 
to the ground, which, in revolving, presses these cutters or knives 
against and upon the stalks, and chops them up into lengths of a foot 
or so, convenient for being turned under by the plow. The amount of 
labor required to dispose of stalks in the spring, and the delay and vex- 
ation attending it in wet weather, would seem to render this machine of 
much value, if effective. 

THE COTTON-PLANTER. 

We believe there are a number of these machines contesting for the 
palm. But whether any have yet accomplished all that is claimed for 
tbem we do not know. We would, however, say to the cotton-planters, 
do not abandon any invention too hastily which promises to render im- 
portant aid. Though the earlier efforts may fail, we have all the expe- 
rience of other inventions to encourage us in the belief that cotton will 
form no exception to the rule. 

We have now passed in review a comprehensive list of what may very 
properly be termed the power-machinery of a well-conducted and pro- 
gressive farm-economy, for although many of these implements are ap- 
parently costly at first, nevertheless experience has abundantly proved 
that, by their immense saving of time, wages, and human muscle, 
they are of the greatest economy in the end, and by their liberal 
adoption there need be no great complaint of scarcity of labor, for at 
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every step of farm -labor this Hercules is always present to help those 
who' are willing to help themselves. Science has endowed ns with the 
power of making the weak strong, and the strong stronger, and at less 
cost of time and labor we are able to make two blades of grass to grow 
where only one grew before ; and, relieved of the toil and moil of other 
days, we may truly be said to have given a zest and dignity to labor 
which cannot fail to cause every intelligent man to gratefully appreciate 
the superior advantages we enjoy in these great gifts of modern farming. 



JUTE IN THE UNITED STATES AND INDIA. 

Although jut-e is not produced in the United States to an extent wor- 
thy of particular mention, the practicability of its successful cultivation 
in several of the Southern States and in California is fully established. 
That it is susceptible of being made a staple and profitable crop in those 
sections, meeting the requirements of climate and soil, is not any longer 
a doubtful question. The Department directed its attention to the prac- 
ticability of introducing jute into this country in the year 1869, and hav- 
ing procured from India, and from France, supplies of seed, a distriba- 
tion was made for purposes of experiment in 1869-70. Subsequent 
distributions have also been made. In the annual report for 1872 the 
following view was taken by a correspondent of the Department : 

<^ Bamie and jute, fibrous plants which promise great value, have 
recently been introduced into the United States, and, to some extent, 
have been distributed by the Department in the Southern States, the 
climate of which is adapted to their successful production. Of the for- 
mer^ little progress has been made in its use, because machinery has not 
been invented by which its fiber may be separated ; but its value, in 
view of its fineness, strength, and beauty, will yet command an exercise 
of ingenuity which will make its culture a profitable industry. The lat< 
ter has already taken its place in the manufacture of carpets and other 
fabrics as a substitute for cotton, wool, flax, and hair. Bach of tiiese,I 
may safely predict, is destined to occupy an important place in the pro- 
ducts and manufactures of this country; and it is not the least impor- 
tant consideration that they may serve largely to diversify the crops of 
our Southern States, a subject which has commanded much of my atten* 
tion because of my conviction of the many benefits which will resalt 
therefrom." 

In the same report accounts were published which indicated <^a grow- 
ing conviction that the cultivation of this valuable fibrous plant will 
eventually become a profitable industry in the country." Favorable 
experiments had been reported from Georgia, South Carolina, Florida, 
and Louisiana. A South Carolina planter, nocing the precarious nature 
of the seaisland cotton-crop, was convinced that jute, on account of 
the cheapness and simplicity of its culture, was the proper aabstitate. 
In Louisiana, a company entered upon its production on a large scale. 
Eeferring to the quality of the jute-product of that State, Mr. H. H. Ste- 
vens, an expert in the jute-trade, gave it as his opinion that the fiber, 
as to length, strength, and color, was fully equal to that of India. In 
that year also Mr. E. H. Derby, of Boston, who has for many years felt 
a large interest in the possibilities of jute-culture in this country, and on 
his own responsibility and at considerable outlay had promoted experi- 
ments at the South, wrote to the Department that he was convinced 
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tbat the rich lands of Florida, Louisiana, Texas, and Mississippi woald, 
with fair caltivation, yield 3,500 poands, or ten bales, of fiber to the 
acre, in place of one-tenth that ainoant of cotton ; and that it could be 
prodaced at less than one-tenth the cost of cotton ; that the caterpillar 
wonld not touch it ; and that if planted aroand cotton-fields it might 
protect them from that Toracions insect. He was also led to believe 
that jute might attain its full growth in from three to four months, and 
therefore that the same field might yield two crops in a season. The 
protection afforded to cotton through surrounding it by a belt of jute 
has been aflftrmed by several experiments. In December, 1873, Mr. 
Le Franc, president of the Soathern Bamie Planting Association 
of Kew Orleans, La., having noticed the statement that cotton sur- 
rounded by jute was thereby protected against the attacks of caterpil- 
lars, found, after experiment, that the statement was correct, and says, 
" There were no worms in the field, although situated in low lands of the 
suburbs of !N"ew Orleans, while some adjacent plantations were visited 
by the insect. I have also observed that no flies or butterflies ever go 
to the jute-flower.'' 

In the present summary, the statement of Dr. Landry, of New Orleans, 
bearing upon this point may be noticed, although heretofore published 
in the reports : 

I have teen, ou the 1st of October, a cotton-field io full foliagpe, flowers and bolls, without 
a single iosect-bite. That cotton was surrounded by a jute-growth. All the other cotton- 
fields, far and around, were more or less devastated by worms. If this fact does not con- 
clusively prove the protective influence of jute over cotton, it at least contains a great pre- 
sumption in favor of the affirmative, as the emanations from the jute-flower are injurious to 
the insects. Paris-snE^exi has succeeded generally in saving the cotton, wherever It was 
properly applied ; but the Jute would cost less and be more reliable, on account of the uncer- 
tainty of negro labor in disseminating the green poison over the cotton-leaves. 

Mr. William M. Hazzard, of Georgetown, S. 0.,in 1872, in addressing 
the Department in regard to an experiment with jute, said ; 

The cultivation of rice is attended with so many difficulties and risks, and such an outlay 
of money, with little or no remuneration, that we shall be obliged to abandon our lands, or 
introduce some plant less liable to the disasters to which a rice-crop is exposed. From ex- 
perimenta I have seen made, I am satisfied that our lands are well adapted to the growing 
of jute. This plant, whenever tried in the rice-fields, has grown most luxuriantly. 

The plan pursued in the rice-ftelds of India — that of alternating rice 
and jute, to the advantage of both crops, and the re-invigoration of the 
land — is referred to in the review of the East India system which tonus 
a part of this article. 

A correspondent at Oharteston, 8. C, reports that he planted jute-seed 
June 10, on very poor land, and about October 1 the plants had grown 
to a height of 6 feet. That it can be raised at the South with success 
and at a large profit he has strong faith. 

The following extracts from correspondence published in the monthly 
report of the Department for ]S'ovember*'and December, 1872, will in- 
dicate the progress made in experiments : 

Ortmpe Countjf Florida. — I plowed up and thoroughly prepared a half acre of medium - 
grade pine-land, and sowed the jute in aril is May 23. It came up well, but owing to the 
excessively hot, dry weather it all dried up. On the same day I sowed a small plat in a bay- 
head. It came up and grew finely. I am now gathering the seed. Some of it is 12 feet 
high, and all as high as I can reach, showing that on damp, rich soil it will here succeed 
finely. This bay«head is muck, severs^ feet deeir, which I cleared off and limed two yean 
ago. Upon it bananas grow from 12 lo 15 feet high. 

Muscogee County t Georgia, — I consider the experiment in jute-raisfng a success. The cul- 
tiyation is simple and the cost of production small. I had seeds sown broadcast on broad 
beds ; some on sandy river-land, and the rest on stiff clay-land. The latter did very much 
better than the former. The cultivation was the same, but many of the plants on the sandy 
soil died out after having attained their full growth, while those on the clay-lands remained 
green and vigorous and matured their seed. The plant requires moisture. The seed was 
sown in May, and the plants could have been cut in September. A frost, on the 15th of Oc- 
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tober, which injured the cotton, did not leave its mark on the jute. It attained the heiebt of 
15 feet, and in appearance somewhat resembles a plantation of joun^ peach-trees before 
beings removed from the nursery. I had the plants cut in October and steeped ten days in 
staffnant water, after which the fiber was easily stripped off. 

New Orleans^ La. — ^Jute-seed received from the Department of Agriculture was planted 
on the nth of April. The soil was well plowed and harrowed and in good conditioa. 
Patch No. ], rich soil, 3 feet above ordinary eulf-tide, planted in drills 3^ feet apart; 
patch No. 2, very rich soil, one foot above tide, planted in chops 4 ieei by 2| ; patch No. 3, 
same as No. 2, planted broadcast ; soil very dry at planting. Seed covered one-half inch 
deep did not germinate until rain on the 22d of April. May 12. Passed the cultivator through 
patches 1 and 2. May 27. Chopped with hoe tne large weeds from the same; jute 2 feet 
high ; no further cultivation. Patch 3 received no attention after planting. Almost cou- 
tinuous drought this summer ; jute suffered, but not so much as corn and other crops. July 
10. Cut a portion of patches 1 and 2, 9 and 10 feet high ; put the same in bayon-water for 
seven days, and got beautiful fiber the entire length of the plant. July 15. Planted agato 
the land which was cut on the 10th. At this date, October 10, this second crop is 8 feet 
high, looking well, although it has suffered much excessive drought. Wishing to save as 
much seed as possible for a more extended planting the next season, I could afford but a 
Iractional part of an acre on which to arrive at some idea of what amount of fiber we may 
expect per acre. On the 28th of August I cut a portion of patches 1 and 2, plants measur- 
ing from 11 to 13 feet ; seed-burs about half-grown. (This was in accordance with directioa 
in Agricultural Report of 1871, page 172.) The quantity of fiber saved satisfied me that the 
yield of these patcties would be quite equal to 4,000 pounds per acre. 

Patch 3, broadcast, is exceedingly dense and heavy ; portions being matted with native 
weeds, it is impossible to make a reasonably accurate estimate of yield per acre. 

Wishing to test the aquatic qualities of jute, I selected patch 2, as liable to overflow by 
heavy rain. The season being almost entirely without rain, I transplanted some of my Jaly 
planting, when 2\ feet hi^h, into water several inches deep. The plants have continued to 
grow finely, and are now looking well ; this in a continuous flood ot water for several weeks. 

The correspondent last quoted, Mr. F, W. Johnstone, said : " The 
seed we are now gathering appears to be larger than that planted— evi- 
dently improved. It takes just 600 of the Calcutta seeds to eqnal in 
weight 500 of the Louisiana." Under date of October 22, 1872, he for- 
warded to the Department three samples of jute-fiber, with a report, an 
abstract of which is given below. Sample Ko. 1 was cut four and a 
half months from time of sowing, when the most forward seeds were 
half ripe \ No. 2, three months from sowing, when the first blooms ap- 
peared. This, he thinks, is the best time, as at that stage female labor 
can do the cutting, and there being then only one quality of fiber, the 
expense of slow and tedious assorting and of cutting butts is avoided. 
Ko. 3 was irom the second crop, planted July 15, and cut two months 
later. He further reported : 

Some of the July planting, second crop, is now fully matured for fiber ; some planti^ 
the first week in August will make a full crop, unless the frost is unusually early. Inqui- 
ries from South Carolina to Califoruia are being made of me for seed for next season. I 
have none to spare. Mr. Chapman, of Red River Landing, is asking $5 per pound. He 
has two varieties, the pod-bearing and the bur-bearing seed. The pod-bearing variety he 
thinks much superior to the other. This he got, I think, three yean ago, from the Depart- 
ment of Agriculture. The seed the Departmeut sent out last spring was exclosivel/ the 
bur-bearing, which is brown in color, while the pod-bearing is green. I have some plants, 
which have been flooded constantly for two months, now seeding in six inches of water. 

Charleston^ 8. C. — I have done what I could to encourage experiments with jute, and 
have distributed hundreds of packages of seed raised by myself. Experiments have been 
in the highest degree encouraging. The plant seems to flourish quite as well as in India. 

The Department having received very favorable accounts of experi- 
ments from Louisiana and Georgia, together with specimens of the fiber 
produced, sent the specimens to Mr. Thomas H. Dunham, of Boston, 
for comparison with foreign jute. That gentleman, who has shown 
great zeal in his endeavors to introduce jute into this country as a sta- 
ple crop, says : 

The quality is very superior. The market is just now very much depressed. Some ][>ar- 
ties here have lost very much on jute-butts, and this season (187*2) India goods were im- 
ported at immense loss. The present rate is 6 to 8 cents a pound, gold ; the usual rate, 10 
to 13 cents, gold. Your samples are very superior, and at JO cents, gold, it would be safe 
to quote. Digitized by CjOOQIC 



JUTE IN THE UNITED STATES AND INDIA. 297 

Mr. Danham continues: 

Ton will understand that oar merchants do not favor home-nfrowth of jute, or rather, 
make light of it; but mj advice to you is. leave no step possible to push the jute-growth ; 
make every effort to get it raised here. Bevond and above all obstacles push it on. The 
country will sustain this to any extent. The motive is greater than you can have any idea 
of. The moment you get the growth started, you will be fully assured, as capital will fol- 
low quickly, as in cotton. 

Suppose it were a now growth of cotton, no one would doubt the success, or the aid needed. 
Our growth of jute will nearly equal half the cotton-crop. We can cut off India supplies, 
as we have done in cotton. 

The interests of our merchants are so interwoven with India importations that they will 



(as they do) say, ** You will never get any quantity grown," and make light of it. But 
your sample shows that its cultivation is feasiole, and it must pay when the market chancres. 
All orders to India are stopped now, and the revulsion will bring jute higher here, within 



the next year, than it has ever been. 

A few experiments have been reported daring the present year. It 
will be remembered tbat the Department sends to individaals only very 
small quantities of the seed, and that on this acconnt, perhaps, experi- 
ments are not, in many cases, conducted with the zeal and euergy neces- 
sary to a full test of the capacities of soil, &c. 

In a recent letter Mr. Le Franc, of New Orleans, says that, in spite 
of the difficulties and drawbacks which he has had to encounter the 
present season from heavy rains, overflows, and droughts, he will have 
150 acres of jute to harvest, " if the weather be not too unfavorable in 
September." In some of the fields the stalks, at the time of writing, 
were 8 feet high, and "as thick as wheat." He mentions, inciden- 
tally, the fact that a piece of land which had produced juteseed last 
year is now (autumn) in full growth of jute again, though none was 
planted this year. The seed which dropped last year was sufficient for 
a new crop. 

Mr. Le Franc sent to the Department five specimens of jute and its 
fabrics raised and manufactured in Louisiana. These consist of jute 
filament, rolled, after cleaning by machinery; juterope, crude or un- 
rottedy as it comes from the machine^ and jute rope, made of rotted 
jute. He asserts that competent judges pronounce the jute to be 50 per 
cent, better than the India article. These specimens are now in the 
Department museum. 

Mr. C. B. Stewart, of Montgomery, Ala., experimented during the 
last season. The plants grew 8 feet high and branched widely. 

Two experiments are reported from Florida. In Jackson County, 
jute was tried by itself, and also with cotton in the field. Well-devel- 
oped stalks, 8 feet in height, were produced. " The plant is well adapted 
to soil and climate. In Leon County, the juteseed was planted by sev- 
eral farmers, and succeeded very well. Owing to too heavy covering 
by some, the stand was not as good as it might have been, but once up, 
the plant everywhere grew very rapidly. August 12, in different fields, 
it was from 8 to 12 feet high, and giving no evidence of stoppage of 
growth.'' 

Another correspondent, same State, who has succeeded well in raising 
jute, says that if 5 cents per pound can be netted, more can be made 
by raising jute than cotton. He planted about the 1st of May ; the 
seed germinated freely, and the plants grew finely on rather poor land, 
attaining a height of over 10 feet by the I9th of September. 

In Madison County, Georgia, the stalks grew 8 feet high, but, on ac- 
connt of very late sowing, were killed by frost. 

A South Carolina farmer says it grows from 7 to 10 feet high on ele- 
vated rice-lands, and is of the opinion that it would prove an excellent 
crop to destroy volunteer rice (considered the greatest drawback to 
making good crops) by alternating it with rice, say every two years, ^e 
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A farmer of Daplin Goanty, North Carolina, gives the particulars of 
an exi)eriment as follows: 

Tbe land was prepared as for cotton ; dropped tbe seed, 12 incfaes apart, May 1. Land, 
moist bottom. The sprinji^ bein^ nnnsnally wet tbe seed did not terminate for three weeks, 
and a ^ood stand was not, therefore, obtained at an early date. Toe plants grew to a beiffbt 
of 13 feet, with limbs of 5 to 7 feet in length. Plowed twice and harrowed once. Cut 
October 1, and thrown into water, where it was allowed to rot for three weeks. The fiber 
was then very easily stripped, from bottom to top. Specimens were exhibited at the State 
fair, and were pronouncea to be *' fine " by gentlemen who had seen it growing in India. I 
think that, by liberal manuring, the bottom-lands in North Carolina conid be made to yield 
as high as 3,000 pounds of fiber per acre. It was troubled by no insects. A cotton-patch 
by the side of the jute was not inyaded by caterpillars, while they destroyed several acres 
in other fields. 

Notwithstanding the fitness of our soil and olimate for the growth of 
fibrous plants, and the constantly-increasing demand for their products, 
no advantage is taken of the inducements to add to the wealth of the 
country by means of them ; rather, on account of neglect, there is an- 
nual loss and reduction. Hemp, jute, flax, and ramie might well be* 
come staple crops of the country — keeping within our own borders the 
millions in gold annually sent abroad for crude fibers and their manu- 
factured products with which we cannot dispense. As appears in uot 
too closely estimated accounts, not less than $30,741,959 (gold) was 
paid into the coffers of foreign nations in 1873 for imported materials 
and their products which might have been reaped upon our farms or 
manipulated in our factories. Not only this, but the diversified soil and 
climate of the United States, together with cheap lands, afibrd facilities 
for production in excess of home demands, placing it within our reach 
to be exporters to those nations which rely for their supplies upon other 
and far more remote countries than this ; and of the aidvantages of this 
trade we have deprived ourselves. Europe depends for her flax priuci- 
pally upon Eussia, and distant India fills her treasury with the proceeds 
of her exported jute — a trade of such large and increasing importance 
that it is becoming the great staple of Bengal, trenching upon hitherto 
leading stabiles, and even upon the production of food-grains. 

The conversion of raw flax into any other fabrics than bagging, rope, 
and other coarse products is not an industry of large importance in this 
country. According to the decennial census of 1870, the amount of flax 
used in the manufacture of bagging was 4,G72 tons. In the same je^ir 
1,927 tons of raw flax were imported, and of manufactured, hy yard^ 
amounting in value to $12,716,656. 

Flax is cultivated in this country chiefly for the seed, which com- 
mands good prices from the linseed-oil mills. In view of the scarcity of 
cotton during the war of the rebellion, efibrts were made to cottouize 
flax, Congress, indeed, having ordered an investigation to be made un- 
der the auspices of this Department, looking toward improved methods 
and cheap manufacture : but the result was one of only partial succe^ss. 
Nevertheless, the immediate effect was to stimulate flax producticm, and 
the impetus at that time given has continued a yearly augmentation of 
crop, but almost wholly for the seed. 

An article quoted in the annual report of this Department for 1868, from 
the annual report of the Missouri State Agricultural Society, contained a 
statement estimating the flax-crop of the previous season at 2,500,000 
bushels of seed and 62,500,000 pounds of fiber, of which less than 
3,000,000 pounds were saved and prepared for use. It was stated in 
the annual report of the Department for 1869 that the manafactnre of 
hagging alone (jute and hemp often entering into the fabric with flax) 
employed 14 factories, running about 140 looms, while 137 were em- 
ployed on I'ute and 90 on hemp--enough, it was supposed, to manufac* 
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tore the covering for 3,000,000 bales of cottoD ; at that time it was esti- 
mated that four-fifths of our fax-fiber was wasted, and the fact was 
cited that in that year $23,000,000 was paid for foreign fibers. Accord- 
ing to the last three decennial census reports the quantities of flax-seed re- 
tamed were: in 1850, 562,312 bushels; in 1860, 566,867 bushels; in 
1870, 1,730,444 bushels. At the last census the qaantity of fiber re- 
turned was 27,133,034. The yield of flax in this country varies from 6 
to 12 or more bushels of seed per acre, and about 400 pounds of fiber. 

From the latest available information it is gathered that in this coun- 
try there are 18 linen-factories, strictly so called — in Connecticut 2 ; 
Massachusetts, 6 ; New Hampshire, 6 ; Vermont, 4. The leading arti- 
cles of manufacture are linen lines, crash, twines, bagging, thread, &c. 
There are 182 manufactories engaged in converting flax-tow into mer- 
chantable commodities, such as yarns, twines, cordage, shoe-thread, car- 
pet-warps, &c. 

The following is an exhibit, condensed from the census of 1870« show- 
ing the details of the industry in bagging-manufacture : 

Establishments 33 

Looms 406 

Spindles 5,103 

Cards 63 

Hackles 289 

Capital invested $3,158,101 

Hands employed 3, 170 

Wages $958,106 

Materials : 

American hemp, tons 7, 060 

Tow, tons 3,058 

Jnte, tons 5,691 

Jute-yam, tons 112 

Flax, tons 4,672 

Other materials $109,413 

All materials $2,624,682 

Products : 

B«flfKing. y«r^8 12,287,922 

Gunny-cloth, yards 1,215,000 

Cloth, pounds 942,864 

Yarn, pounds 767,296 

Other products $473,260 

An products $4,507,664 

In view of the wants of the country, the large importations of manu- 
factured articles enumerated, and the facilities at home for both the 
production of raw materials and their conversion into articles of economic 
use, how inconsiderable the aggregate of this exhibit appears ! 

Ab shown by the Annual Report of the Chief of the Bureau of Statis- 
tics for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1873, the following were the im- 
portations of the fibers and their manufactured products into the United 
State's — amounts and values : 



Quantity. 



Value. 



Flax, and maxraftusturot of: 

Raw kont. 

Mannfacttires of, by yard 

other naanafactarM of , not ot]ierwi»« Hpeeifled 

Hemp, and maanfaetnret of : 

Baw toni. 

Mannfaetaref of, by yard square yardn. 

Otber maoafttetOTet of 

Jute, aad other gnmm, and aumafaeturea of: 

Bntto - toni. 

Baw ton«- 

Manufkcttireri of, by yard gquare yard*. 

Omny •cloth and gnnny-bega, and manufactures of,uied forba(n(iog. poundf. 

Other BMumtetwes of, noteliewhere epedfled 



4,in 



20,573 
212,651 



35.360 

27,969 

&9.102 

9,589,503 
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$1,137,737 
16.271,590 
4.156,801 

3,347,973 
40, 414 

231,707 

1, 197, 773 

1,967,971 

16,690 

404,851 
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These figures, to those who are interested in the advancement of ag- 
ricultare and the building up of manufacturing industries, are not pleas- 
ant to contemplate. But the West, and the Pacific slope, must have 
sacks and bags for the transportation of its cereals and other products, 
the South, sacking for its cotton. The question is one of no inconsid- 
erable moment, " Can we raise our own fibers, and convert them into 
needed fabrics, in competition with foreign countries f" 

The views expressed by Mr. Charles F. Eeed, president of the California 
State Board of Agriculture, which, in fact, appeared in the last annual 
report of this Department, are worthy of more than ordinary considera- 
tion. He says : 

Nearly all our grain-sacks are now made of the fiber of a plant called jnte. The princi- 
pal place of production of this plant is now in India, in the British possessions of that coun- 
try ; and the principal place of its manafacture, not only into cloth, but into sacks, is Dun- 
dee, Scotland. The cost to the farmers of California to sack their last crop of wheat {1872) 
was not less, but probably more, than $2,450,000. At the ruling prices of wheat at the 
time these sacks were bought and paid for, it required 2,732,222 bushels of wheat, or a little 
more than one-eleventh of all the wheat produced, to pay for them. This large amount of 
money, then, was transferred from the profits of the farmer to pay the labor of producing 
the raw material in India, the freighting of that raw material to Dundee, the manufacturing 
it into sacks at that place, and, finally, freighting them to San Francisco, and distributing 
them throughout the State ; with the addition of the profits of the merchants, brokers, in- 
surance-houses, &.C. 

The question arises, how can these enormous expenses be saved in the future ? Our an- 
swer is, let our farmers produce their own jute, and California labor manufacture it. We here 
venture the opinion that our rich bottom-lands, particularly those in the southern portion of 
the State, where the facilities of irrigation are at hand, will produce not only as good a ms- 
terial, but as abundantly, as the best localities in India. Let the farmers at once take 
steps to secure the seed, and distribute it in small parcels among their numbers for planting 
and cultivation the present year. The first effect of such an undertaking, so generally en- 
tered into, will be the reduction of the price of sacks ; and the next will be the demonstra- 
tion of the fact, that jute is one of the permanent and profitable products of the country. 
By the slow and discouraging process of individual effort, it has taken years to demonstraie 
the fact that California is a good cotton-producing country ; by such a general effort, one 
year will settle the question as to jute. 

It is not believed that the production of jute can seriously affect the 
profitableness of the flax-industry. The exhibits of importations show 
that there is a demand for jute and its fabrics, and that even flax and 
its fabrics must of necessity be imported, on account of laxness on the 
part of our farmers and manufacturers. There is room for the prodac- 
tion of all useful fibers for home demand, and afterward for exi)ort. 
Jute fills a special place, its most valuable at present that of a cheap 
material for sacking. Its cheapness, in comparison with other materials 
for this purpose, must always stimulate production. The statement is 
made that '^ the produce of jute far exceeds that of flax, being, it is 
said, five times as great as that which flax aftbrds." In Ireland, where 
flax is raised almost exclusively for the fiber, which is largely converted 
into superior linens, much interest is being manifested as to the intro- 
duction of jute into their manufactories. The opinion for a long time 
prevailed that jute could not be bleached, and on that account could 
never be made useful as a textile material. On this point a question 
is here made from a paper lately read by Professor Hodges, before the 
British Association for the Advancement of Science : 

* * * Until lately scarcely any progress had been made in improying the qualities of 
the fiber, or giving it the whiteness of linen fabrics. The difficulties, however, which re- 
tarded the success of jute-bleaching have during the present year been completely xemoved 
by the application of methods which are at present in operation at works erected for the 
purpose by Mr. W. Sibbald Johnson. • • • « Iq the processes employed, .the cloth or 
Tarn, by means of ingeniously-arranged machinery, is made to pass in succession throof b 
baths of alkaline solutions and hypochlorites of magnesia and soda, the magnesia used 
being economically obtained from kieserite, which is found in large quantities in Germany in 
the kainit deposits, and has hitherto been regarded as but of little commercial yalae. 
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If this process fully meets the expectations concerning it, the fabrics 
into which jnte may enter can be very largely increased, and the value 
of the fiber, therefore, be greatly enhanced. 

The efforts of the Eamie and Jnte Company of New Orleans, of which 
Mr. Emil Le Franc, is president, to introduce jnte and ramie culture 
into Louisiana, and to provide methods of cheap decortication, have been 
persistent, and, as that gentleman claims, snccessful. At the request of 
the Department, Mr. Le Franc prepared a very valuable paper concern- 
ing these fibers, which was print^ in pamphlet-form, and also in the 
annaal report of the Department for 1873. The methods of cultivation 
in that State are set forth in detail, and may be consulted with profit by 
those who contemplate experiment or entering upon the cultivation of 
the fibers treated of. 

IN INDIA. 

Late in the year 1873, the lieutenant-governor of Bengal organized 
a commission to inquire into the condition and future promise of jute- 
cultivation in his presidency. The important inquiries of the survey 
were to embrace, first, the present production of jute, with the varieties 
grown; the best soils and situations for the growth; mode and cost of 
cultivation; rotation practiced; quantity produced, and the effect of 
various climates and conditions. Second, the extent to which jute-cul- 
tivation has increased, and might further be increased : the nature of 
the soils and climates in which it might be grown ; the aegree to which 
soils are exhausted by it, and the degree in which they may be renewed 
by rotation, flooding, or manure ; and the general prospects of the future 
production of the article. Third, the preparation of the fiber for mar- 
ket, the present modes, and the improvements that might be effected in 
such modes. 

It is premised by the governor, in organizing the commission, that 
jute is the most important staple of Bengal, and some apprehension is 
expressed in regard to the probable effects of jute-cultivation in the 
United States upon the stability of the trade in the staple as now 
carried on in India. It is said that " the Americans are actively pros- 
ecuting the experimental cultivation of jute in various parts of their 
country, while we are, as a Government, doing nothing to extend it." 
Tonching this point, the commission in their report, now under consid- 
eration, express the following views: 

Competition of a serions kind, however, may be apprehended from North America. In 
some of the States of the North American Union the jute-pknt has been very successfully iu- 
trodaoed, and has already been found to be more remunerative than cotton. It is very likely 
that in a short time the bulk of the requirements of the United States will be supplied by 
home-fip'own fiber, and the demand on India will fall off— as reg^ards gunny-cloth it has al- 
ready fallen off— and, in time, American jute will be in a position to compete with the 
Indian produce in the markets of Europe. 

The jute-product is certainly of vast moment to Bengal and a large 
part of British India. The industry is said to occupy 1 in 66 out of a 
total population of 2,349,917 in Mymensing; about 10 per cent, of a 
population of 1,533,931 in Tipperah; two-thirds in the north and one- 
fourth in the south, out of 1,714,795 in Purneah ; 6.29 per cent, of 689,467 
in Bogra ; about 10,000 out of 1,310,729 in Bajshahye ; one out of ten 
among 1,488,556 in Hooghly ; one-fifth of 532,565 in Cooch Behor ; and 1 
in 10 out of 444,761 in Ooolparah, In BcLckergunge it is said to engage 
about 1 in 60 out of a population of 2,377,433 ; in Sowrah about 1 in 
60 of a population of 297,064 ; in Jessare, about one-thirtieth out of 
2,075,021; in the Baraset subdivision of the 2i-Perguunah8 5 per cent. 
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out of a popalatioQ of 279,303 ; and in the AUpore subAivisioa of the 
same district aboat one-third of a popalation of 030,736. It mast not 
be anderstood, however, that atteution is devoted exclusively to the 
cultivation of jute. '' It is most generally caltivated by the ryots as a 
secondary object to fill up a gap in their occapation, or rather as a sup- 
plementary article to rice and other staple crops." 

The progress of the trade in jute has been steadily apward, rising 
during the period between 1828-^29 and 1872-73 from an exportation of 
3G4 cwt, valned at 620 rupees, to 7,255,089 cwt., valned at 42,349,620 
rupees, or nearly four and a quarter million pounds sterling; the govern- 
ment in the mean time having extended uo aid whatever toward the fos- 
tering and encouragement of the interest. At the same time the demand 
in England has been rapidly growing. Warden, in his comprehensive 
work on the linen-trade, (1867,) says: 

Jate has now become an article of prime necessity in the manufactares of this conntry, 
and eyerythinr ought to be done to increase the production and improve the quality that 
money and skill can accomplish. There are many wealthy houses in Calcutta which have i 
deep interest in the trade, and it is their duty, and it would be greatly for their interest, at 
once to take steps to instruct the natives in the cultivation of the plant and the preparation 
of the fiber. Tne merchants who are buying it daily must know how this oonld best be 
<done ; but done it ought to be, and that without delay. What is wanted from the growers is 
a fine, pearly-white color, uniform throughout the whole length of the strike, a finer fiber 
combined with greater strongfth,and an abundant supply. 

As further indicating the extent and importance of Jute-cultivation in 
India, it is shown that the conversion of the crude material into articles 
of commerce is in a flourishing condition. The quantity of manufac- 
tured jute exported shows a large increase during the last ten years, 
viz: of gunnies, from 28,122,524 pieces in 1863-'64 to 32,767,930 ia 
1872-^73; in jute, twine, and rope, Itom 647 cwt. to 6,051 cwt The 
commission observe that, " Originally the Americans were the largest 
buyers of gunny-cloth, but their demand has fallen from 7,195,409 pieces 
in 1866-'67 to 1,914,104 pieces in 1872-73. This falling oflF, however, 
has been compensated several fold by increased exports to Bombay, 
Burmah, and other places." 

The growth of the exports of jute and its products to this continent 
is shown below. It is a matter of regret that there is no division of the 
statistics showing the direct importations to the United States. It may, 
however, be very safely assumed that the greatest bulk of jute-importa- 
tion was to this country. 



Siatemtnt showimg the quantUti of jnU exported from CaletUtA lo North America from ISfiid to 

1872-73. 
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Statement ghawing the quanHty of Jute eaeportedfrom CaUmiiaf ^^Contiuued. 
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The following statement specifically incladesj ate rejections imported 
into North America from 18(k>-'66 to 1870-'7l, inclasive : 
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In the following exhibit for 1871-'72 and lS72-'73, jnteouttings* are 
included: 
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^ Id preMin^; jote into bundles, the lower portion, which is hard and entangled with the 
wood J matter and bark, and, therefore, cat off from the clean fiber, Ciunot be pressed. This 
portion is called "jute catting." 



The names giyen to the plant now most generally known as jute are 
in India almost as nnmerons as the districts in which it grows ; pdt^ 
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however, with various prefixes or suffixes, most prevails. As early as 
1793 the East India Company sent to England an invoice of one hun- 
dred tons of the fiber under the name of pdt^ and it was declared by 
dealers in that country to be a species of flax superior to any known in 
the trade. The words jlnout Budjhot are names by which it is known in 
several districts producing the plant From this fact Dr. Eoxborough, 
interested in the fiber-producing plants of India, applied the name of 
jute to the plant under consideration, referring to it in an English 
invoice in 1795 as the "jute of the natives." The words jlioutjjkot^ and 
jhat are from the Sanskrit root jhot, "to be entangled;'' from which 
comes the Hindi jhout Shndjhoti and the 'BeugaXi jhunt and JAunH, " a tuft 
of hair." The Sauskrit root also implies " to become bushy," and several 
derived words signify " a thicket," " a bush," &c.; and jtito, when used 
as a Bengali word, is pronounced juty signifying " matted hair." The 
origin of the English designation is therefore clear. 

It is proposed in this place to follow the investigations of the commis- 
sion, or at least to state as fully as practicable the results of their obser- 
vations, for the consideration of those in the United States who are 
engaged in the cultivation of jute or have its culture in contemplation. 
Although the agricultural system of India has been little progressive, 
and methods of cultivation have not been conducted with reference 
especially to labor saving, labor being abundant and cheap, yet profit 
may be derived from consulting the steps and results of any particular 
industry, extending through many years. With the methods pursued 
there, jute, as has already been stated, is pronounced the most important 
crop of the country, and the progress of the industry has kept pace with 
the increasing demands of manufacturing countries ; and these demands 
have grown as the uses to which jute may be applied have unfolded 
themselves, and as machinery has been provided. 

Concerning the climate and peculiarities of soil best adapted to the 
cultivation of jute, the commission draw conclusions from personal 
observation and reports received from both the producing and non-pro- 
ducing districts. The physical character of jute lands varies consider- 
ably. High lands, low lands, recent alluvial formations, or churs, dry 
lands, and humid, are all more or less employed in cultivating the plant. 
On the churs and on saline lands and marshes it flourishes ^ell— often 
in water waist-deep. It is said that the larger portion of the jute which 
comes from the central and some of the eastern districts is grown on 
churs, and on inferior soils, but that in the desi or littoral districts a 
larger proportion is grown inland than on the banks of the rivers ; bat 
it is concluded on the whole, after thorough investigation, that the high 
or 8una lands are the best adapted to jute, other conditions being equal, 
and that the churs rank midway between the suna and low lands. It 
grows in soil composed of rich clay and sand in equal or nearly equal 
proportions, in a soil of sand combined with alluvial deposits, on loam 
mixed with a little sand, on land which is neither inundated nor dry— 
if the land be loam, that is, half clay — or in ferruginous soil, half sand. 
In many districts a clayey soil is considered the most desirable. On the 
other hand, laterite* and gravelly soil are not adapted to the successful 
growth of the plant. In several districts, where the surface is for the 
most part sandy, jute is not grown at all. In regard to favorable climatic 
conditions the views of the commission are thns expressed : 

The tenor of the local reports and the information gathered •»»••• alike 
go to show that a hot, damp atmosphere is most favorable to the growth of the plant Too 
much rain at the beginning of the season and early floods are equally destnKtive to the 

* An argillaceoos sandstonOi in India, of a red color, and much seamed. Dana, 
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youngr plants, and injurions to the prospects of the crop. Except in low sitnations, seeds, 
are never sown until after a shower of rain to help germination. Alternate rain and sunshine 
are found to be most congenial to the iute plant, but excessive rain after the plant has at- 
tained a height of two or three feet will not prove materially injurious, so long as no water 
lodges at the roots. The water, when so lodged, does not kill the plant, for, as already stated 
• jute grows in even waist-deep water. * * * Frequent light showers at 

first, and heavier rains aflerward, with the gradual rise of the rivers, and a fair amount of 
sunshine, contribute very largely to the healthy growth of the plant. It suffers less injury 
from excess of rain-fall than from the entire want of it. It is admitted on all hands that 
drought stunts the growth of the plants, and very often destroys them, if not sufficiently 
developed. But heavy rains have no such destructive effect, so long as they do not drown 
^he plants, and there is sufficient sunshine to afford the necessary warmth. 

The time to prepare the soil for the reception of the seed chiefly de- 
pends upon the character and situation of the land. Where the situa- 
tion is exposed to overflow or great moisture, plowings are begun early, 
but on high lands the time is much later. The number of plowings is 
also dependent upon the nature of the soil, the desideratum being the 
most thorough pulveriziDg of the soil possible to be attained, and its re- 
peated exposure to the sun. 

To show the thoroughness of this preparation and the patient industry 
of the ryots, it may not be out of place to cite the practice of some of 
the leading jute-growing districts of Bengal : 

24. Pergunnahs. — Land broken up from September till November, and 
plowing repeated at intervals of thirty days till March, when it is plowed 
five times successively. In another division of the district, the land is 
plowed in October or November, and then left untouched until May or 
June, when it is plowed twice or thrice. In the Baraset subdivision the 
land is plowed ten or twelve times between October and May. In the 
Bampore subdivision it is plowed five or six times in February andMarch 
after the removal of the winter crops. In the Basirhat subdivision it is 
plowed and harrowed from eight to ten times so late as the begin- 
ning of June. 

Mymeming. — In some places, plowing between August and October, 
which is repeated eight or ten times in January and February; land 
sometimes manured, but with cow-manure only. Not unfrequeutly lands 
are plowed twenty -five times. 

Hoogkly. — Land is plowed from three to five times, twice harrowed 
and leveled, and once weeded. 

Burdwan. — Plowing in January and repeated eight times till May. 

Bhangnlpore. — Plowed twice in January and February, as often in 
May and June, and again in July or about the beginning of August. 

Backergnnge. — ^Tillage begins in October, when land is prepared for 
winter crops. After these are gathered, in February and March, the 
worst jute-land, such as hard, dry soil, overrun with grass, is plowed 
five times and harrowed twice ; ordinary lands four times and one har- 
rowing. 

Dacca.— The report from this district sa.vs : "The oftener and the more 
thoroughly tbe laud is plowed the larger is the yield. The time of till- 
age varies. Friable, sandy soils are plowed as early as March, but the 
larger proportion only after the first showers of rain in April.'' 

Pubna. — Tillage begins sometimes as early as November. 

The short-sighted policy of non-selection of seeds has prevailed 
among the ryots. In most cases the unthrifty plants in field-corners, 
which for purposes of fiber are of little or no consequence, furnish the 
seed for subsequent plantings, nor is any change of seed resorted to 
in any district, as far as ascertained. These are given as the more 
prominent reasons for the observable want of improvement in tbe jute- 
plant. 
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In this connection it may not be inappropriate to cite the views ot 
Warden, in his work before alluded to : 

The produce per acre [of jate-fiber] is variously stated at from 400 to 700 pounds, but it 
is very probable that the latter quantity is nearest the truth, if not short of it. Wens the 
land sufficiently enriched with manure suitable to the nature of the plant, and properly pre- 
pared for the seed-bed, the best seed selected and «own, and the cultivation in every respect 
intelligently attended to, there is no doubt that the rich soil of the delta of the Ganees, 
Burhampooter, and other rivers where the plant is chiefly grown, might be made to yield a 
greater return. So, in like manner, by tue same means, the staple might be improved 
greatly in color, strength, and fineness of fiber, and the root-ends better freed from the 
hard, woody bark, which is so detrimental to its spinning properties. Hitherto little has 
been done to instruct the natives in the cultivation of the plant, and they still grow it much 
in the same way as their ancestors did a thousand years ago. The preference which a 
stroDg, well-plcHDcd, silky parcel gets in the bazaars, and the relatively higher price which 
it brings, so far stimulates the growers to produce such jute, but this is not s'ufficient to 
obtain the desired end, although there is no doubt some improvement has taken place of 
lat«. 

For seed, the plants are cut in the fall. The pods, having been gath- 
ered, are dried in the sun for four or live days, and then thrashed. 

The product per acre of jute widely differs in the districts of Bengal : 
as low as two maunds to the beegah (about one-third of an acre) in 
Mahiah and Singbhoom; and as high as ten maunds in Goalparah; 
twelve maunds in Xowgong, Bhangulpore, and Pubna; and from 14 to 
17 and even 20 maunds in Dinagepore. In Mymensing it is estimated 
that a beegah of land yields on an average about 43,200 plants, which 
is considered as representing more or less the produce in other districts. 
The commission concludes that the general average product is 6 maunds 
14 seers per beegah for the whole presidency, but do not consider this a 
true index of the actual produce, the average being aflfected by the 
scanty produce of a large number of unfavorable districts. Taking 
the large jute-growing districts alone, the average would be about G 
maunds per beegah. 

The quantity of seed sown per beogfih varies in different districts from 
1 to G.J seers, (a seer is 1.049423 pounds.) 

The mode of sowing is, almost withont exception, that of broadcast- 
ing ; after which the seeds are covered with a thin crust of earth, 
either by the hand, by a harrow, or by a wooden implement in shape 
like a ladder. In the Sylhet district the sowing is made in seed-beds, 
and the seedlings afterward transplanted in the fields. The timeot 
sowing varies, but the favorite mouths are March, April, and May, gov- 
erned by soil and situation. Germination takes place in from three to 
eight days after sowing, at which time* the field is in many districts 
harrowed or weeded, or both. But the time of weeding and the fre- 
quency of the operation are difterent in different localities : sometimes 
**once or twice ; " "as often as necessary after the plant grows an inch or 
two high ;" "when the plant is 9 iuches'high ;" "once weeded on germina- 
tion, and again when the plants are from 1 5 to 18 inches in height ;" "when 
the plants are about 5 inches in height ;" " when the plants are about 5 
inches high the field is weeded and thinned ;" " when the plants are 4 
to 8 feet high the field is weeded," &c. 

Great care is taken to avoid overcrowding, to prevent which the crop 
is thinned by removing the backward plants. The space usually left 
between plants is 6 inches ; in some districts, from 8 to 10 inches. The 
plant should be cut when in flower, and just before the appearance of the 
pods ; at such time the quality of the fiber is superior. "The fiber from 
the woody plants, which have not flowered, is weak, while the fiber from 
the plants in seed is harsh and wanting in gloss, though heavier and 
stronger than the fiber of the plants cut in flowers, • • The plant 
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is generally cut near the root, anless the lower end is overrun with suck- 
ers. It is shown that the late catting practiced in some districts ren- 
ders the fiber woody and spoils its color. As stated by Warden, some of 
the jute imported into England is found, on opening the bales, to be 
greatly discolored and so much weakened as to be scarcely fit for spin- 
ning. He assigns carelessness as the cause, and says that after the fiber 
has been freed from the stem and washed, it ought immediately to be 
hang up to dry, and never be packed up into bundles until thoroughly 
dried. Too often the handfuls, after being washed, are laid down wet 
on the damp ground, and allowed to lie there for a day or two, and some- 
times longer. In this stage the great warmth of the climate speedily 
causes the wet fiber to heat, and this weakens and discolors it. As a 
preparation for steeping, the plants, after cutting, are generally stacked 
lor exposure to the action of the weather until the leaves drop off, since 
it is believed that the leaves in steeping discolor the fiber. But in many 
cases the freshly-cut plants, when made into bundles, are thrown into 
water. Stagnant water is generally considered the best, especially that 
which contains decaying vegetable matter. In the rotting process, fear 
of the sand in a running stream is apprehended. On the other hand, 
the commissioner of Chittagong is quoted as saying that the quality of 
fiber depends on the descriinion of water in which the plant i» steeped. 
The Buldakhal jute claims its superiority simply because of the con- 
tigaity of the river Megna, which affords facilities and good water for 
steeping purposes; but in Sarail, as recourse is had to pools and stag- 
nant ponds, the fiber is deficient in glossiness, fineness, and color. An 
official of Tipperah is of the opinion that tidal (running) water is pref- 
erable to stagnant, as the fiber in the former case is stronger. 

In the process of rotting, the stalks when placed in the water are 
covered with some material, such as the refuse tops of the jute-plant, 
brushy light timber, &c., for the double purpose of keeping them under 
water, and of warding off the sun*s rays. But in some places the stalks 
made into bundles are sunk perpendicularly, the heavy root-ends keep- 
ing them in that position, leaving the upper ends exposed above the 
water. This is continued for ten or twelve days, when the upper paits 
are pressed down to a level with the root-ends. Sometimes the bundles 
are turned over while steeping. The rotting process requires from two 
or three days to a month, being regulated by the kind of water used, 
and its temperature, whether in a stagnant pool or in running stream, 
and by the condition of the plant when cut, whether in flower, when the 
bark is tender, or in seed, when the pith of the bark is hard. Under- 
steeping leaves runners and pieces of bark adhering to the fiber, which 
is found " to separate unequally and to stop chiefly at the small knots 
which appear on the stem." The result is to leave black specks on the 
fiber. Oversteeping impairs the strength and flexibility of the fiber, 
and gives to it a dull, muddy color. Examination of the plants under- 
going the process must be frequently made, so that when the fibers 
readily peel off the bundles may be at once taken out, and the process 
of fiber-separation be begun. Very often, in the absence of pools and 
streams, the stalks, when cut, are tied in bundles, and then put into 
tanks filled with impure or dirty water, where they are allowed to fer- 
ment until the bark is sufficiently rotted to admit of the easy separation 
of the fiber. The usual practice of separating, and the one most gen- 
erally followed, is to shake the stalks in the water fi-om which they are 
being removed until the glutinous substance iu the bark is washed out. 
It is a matter of indifference whether the stalk be held by the top or the 
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bntt end. The following is a description of one of the processes of elim- 
inating the fiber, given by Mr. Henley, formerly a merchant of Calcutta : 

The proper point bein^ attained, the native operator, standing up to his middle in water, 
taken EH many of the sticks in his hands as he can f^'asp, and remoTing a small portion of 
the bark from the ends next the roots, and grasping them together, he strips off the whole 
with a liitle management, from end to end, without breaking either stem or fiber. Having 
prepared a certain quantify into this half-state, he next proceeds to wash off; this is done 
by taking a large handful, swinging it around his head he dashes it repeatedly against the 
surface of the water, drawing it through toward him, so as to wash off the impurities ; then, 
with a dexterous throw, he fans it out on the surface of the water, and carefully picks off all 
remaining black spots. It is now wrung out so as to remove as much water as possible, and 
then hung up, on lines prepared on the spot, to dry in the sun. 

The method of separating the fiber, or rather the treatment of the 
plant preparatory thereto, is similar to that practiced by the farmers of 
Great Britain in preparing fiax-fiber. At the same time an English au- 
thority, Professor Hodges, says that the produce of jute far exceeds that 
of fiax, being, as generally stated, five times as great. 

The method of separation practiced in the district of Julpigoree is 
thus described: 

Alter having soaked in this manner, [to a proper degree,] the stalks are brought to the 
surface, bundle by bundle, and the owner, or his servant, standing in the water, seizes the 
bundle at the smaller end (i. , top end of the plant) and bends double a portion of it about 
a foot in length ; by doing this the inner stalks break, while the fiber outside, which by the 
action of the water has got detached from the stalks inside it, remains firm. The operator 
then takes the broken portion (i. e., the foot length) firmlv in both hands, holding thereby 
the fiber and the broken portion of the stalks. Keeping this portion in his hands, lie allows 
the bundle to float straiffut before him in the water, and, by a series of steady jerking pulls 
at the portion he holds ne gradually separates the whole length of fiber from the stalu, the 
fiber coming off from the stalks in the way a stocking does from the foot, if pulled fions the 
toe. The wholo length of the fiber being thus detached, the whole bundle of long white 
stalks is thrown out on the dry land. Renewing the action and holding now the fil^r only, 
and not the broken end, the fiber is easily pulled off the remaining broken bits of stalk. 

The fiber is now washed in clear water and afterward exposed to the 
sun for drying from one to five days. It is then ready to be made into 
hanks for market. 

Having given in detail the existing methods of cultivating and pre- 
paring jute, the commission are led to suggest improvements in these 
respects : (1) selection of seed, (2) rotation of crops and observance of 
fallows, and (3) care and attention in the season of reaping, and in the 
manipulation of the fiber. To briefly summarize these suggestions : soil 
intended for the jutecrop must be well manured, plowed, cleaned, and 
pulverized before it is sown. It should be known that seeds from well- 
grown plants produce a much better crop than those from weak, ill- 
grown, and unhealthy plants, and that a change of seeds, and seeds 
brought from distant fields, are likely to lead to improvement in the 
plant. The case was cited as long agio as 1808 by an officer of the East 
Indian government, in a letter addressed to the secretary of the Board 
of Trade, that " at Salsette, where it would appear snnn {Hibiscus can- 
nabinus) of the best quality in Hindustan is produced, the ryots never 
sow their own seeds, but procure every year a fresh supply for that par- 
pose from the Mahratta country or from the Malabar coasf The com- 
mission properly insist that what is true of sunn is equally so as regards 
jute, and inculcating that the first step in advance of the present system 
ought to be careful selection, and exchange of seeds between different 
districts. As is done in the case of cotton, depots for the reception and 
disposal of the best jute-seed might be established. Since jute is on all 
sides conceded to be a soil-exhausting crop, no high lands should be 
planted with it oftener than once in two or even three years. The infe- 
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rior qaality of mach of the jute which comes into market indicates that 
the lands have been overtaxed. Jate for cordage should be cut in seed, 
but for other purposes^ such as the manufacture of gunny, carpet, &c., 
should be reaped in flower. The latter fiber is not weak, while it is 
soft to the touch and silky in appearance. The superintendent of the 
Gouripore Mills says, in regard to the general subject, that too much 
importance cannot be placed upon the facts that the cutting of the jute 
at the proper time in a ^reat measure determines its quality ; that if cut 
when the plant has just reached its full growth and the flowers begin to 
appear, the fiber will be strong, soft, and free from hard root, which is 
so objectionable ; but, if allowed to stand until decay sets in, the fiber 
will be hard and of a brown color, and no amount of care in the steeping 
will remedy this. Dr. Fleming observes that " instead of putting the 
plants into water immediately after they are pulled up, they [the culti- 
vators] should first dry them in the sun for two days, after which they 
should steep them." 

In concluding this part of the subject the statement made by Mr. 
James Gordon, superintendent of the mills above referred to, may be 
profitably quoted, as also the report by a Calcutta merchant. Mr. Gor- 
don has been in Bengal for ten years, and in the years 1870, 1871, and 
1872 grew jute on account of the G'ouripore Manufacturing Company. 
He says : 

Ignwjttte •••••• both on eAvr and hi f^h lands, and the high-land crop 

tamed out to be much superior to that raised on the ckur land in strength, lengtli, and color 
of fiber. The outturn per beegah on the high land was 8 maunds in the first two years, and 
7 maands in the third year ; that on the chur land was about 7 maunds regularly. The cAiir 
used to be flooded annually, and I did not put any manure on it. The high land had been 
mannred two years before with cow-dung for sugar-cane crop. I cut the plants on high 
lands when they were in flower, and those on ehur land when they were running to seed. 
The cAur-land jute was harsh and had long and hard roots. After catting, I laid the plants 
with tops and leaves in the field for about two days. In obserying this process I had no ob- 
ject, bat I simply followed the practice observed in this part of the country, and in Scotland 
in the case of flax. Afterward I caused the stalks to be steeped in pools and excavations, 
i.e., stagnant water, and covered them with sods to keep them beneath the surface of the 
water. They were steeped for ten days, and then the fiber was separated by jerks in the 
water. The fiber was cleaned in the same water in which the stalks had been steeped and 
dried for about three days. The fiber was then ready. I grew the long-podded jute. It was 
the white-stalked variety. The soil of the high land was sandy clay. I did not think ot 
steeping jute in river-water, as I was told that running water hardly rots the bark, and, if it 
does, it takes a long time. In my opinion jate deteriorates: firstly, bv being left standing 
too long in the field; secondly, for want of sufficient labor to manipulate jute after being 
cut ; and thirdly, in dry years from want of sufiicient water in which to steep the plant. 
Manaring greatly improves jute. Jute should not be grown on the same lana for several 
years consecutively : it is an exhaustive crop, and the land should be allowed to lie fallow 
lor a certain time. In seasons when there is a scarcity of water, people generally steep too 
many bundles in the same pool^ a circumstance which leads to the loss of color. « • • 
Jute will thrive well in moist ground and in a moist climate. 

A Calcutta merchant, who has been engaged in the jute business for 
thirty years, notes the varieties of jute in order of precedence as to their 
excellence; the names given are those known in commerce. The best 
kind isknownasu^^art^a; the next as destcal; next, Dacca Faraingunge 
pat; desi jute comes next; next in quality is the Janiporey or Pubna 
pat; lastly comes the deora jute, beora jute is mostly used for cord- 
age. He says : 

The jate in order to be good must bo white, glossy, clean, of good strength, and long. 
Jate grows well on doas soil, composed of clay and sand : it may erow on aiaiia (clayey) 
soil, but little or none grows on sandy soil. The longest jute-plant is 7 or 8 cubits in 
length. My opinion U that the cultivation of jute is gradually mcreasing, and this year 
(1873) it has increased 50 per cent, over that of last year. * * • • • • • The 
qaality of jute is year after year deteriorating, and the cultivators in their anxiety to bring 
to market a large quantity of jute do not pay attention to the careful preparation of the fiber. 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



310 REPORT OF THE COMMISSIONER OF AGRICULTURE. 

Cereals are firenerallj grown on jnte-lands. The jjrowth of jate for three saccefwive ynir?" 
on a piece of land exhausU the soil. Jute is so far an exhausting^ crop. 



The preparation of the jute-erouud commences in February and March, and the seeds arc 
sown broadcast in April and May. The reapinfi^ of the crop begins in August and Septem- 
ber. Jute-land is generally plowed three or four times, but as a rule it is not irrigated. 



Both sunshine and rain are necessary for the growth of the plant. The rent of jute-land \n 
3 rupees the beegah yearly ; each beegah proauces on an average 8 to 10 maunds of fiber, 
and the cost of cultivation and preparation of a mauud of jute is from 1 to 2 rupees, in- 
cluding rent. 

The native manufactured products of jute are principally cordajje, 
cloth, and paper — the latter to a limited extent — " which under differ- 
ent conditions and circumstances assume very different names." Of 
the first, the range is large, from the thinnest twist, fit for weaving, to 
heavy hawsers for large boats ; intermediate, are twines and cords 
adapted to various economic purposes. Gunny -cloth of three distinct 
varieties (each having grades belonging to itself) are manufactured— 
thick and close-woven, like good canvas ; thin, dense, and close- woven, 
used by the poorer classes for purposes of wearing apparel, generally by 
the women ; and thick, coarse, aud loosely woven, used for sails, for pack- 
ing largo, bulky articles, or for the outer covering of packages, &c. 
The process of converting jute into paper is very similar to that followed 
in the case of rags. 

It is stated that the mills at work at the time the commission pre- 
pared their report, consumed about 700,000 maunds of thefiber annaally, 
and when other mills then in process of construction had been completed 
the consumption would rise from 40,000 to 60,000 tons per year. The 
manufactures turned out by these mills consist of wool-packs, twill-bags, 
and plain bags, of which 25 per cent, are reserved for local use, and 75 
per cent, exported to Australia, Burmah, Colombo, Madras, and Bom- 
bay. 

The commission directed very particular attention to the subject of 
the effect of jute-cultivation on the soil. The sixteen districts in which 
lute is principally grown comprise an area of 22,498,477 acres of arable 
land, of which only 876,324 acres were devoted to jute in 1872. It is 
thought that were the demandfor jute to double in the course of ten years 
it would take up only about one-thirteenth of the arable area. In addi- 
tion to the cultivated and cultivable lands, there is a vast extent of re- 
claimable lands. The continued fertility of these vast tracts, to avoid the 
disasters attending exhaustion, was, therefore, an inquiry of great mo- 
ment. The language of the commission on the subject is as follows : 

It is a well-known law of nature that all plants are in one sense injurious to the soil, inas- 
much as thej cannot grow without abstracting some of its constituents, and thereby render- 
ing it poorer than it originally was ; and the jute-plant forms no exception. After a carefcl 
and mature consideration of the local reports, and of the evidence of the large body of agri- 
culturists and experienced persons whom the commission have personally consulted in the 
seTeral jnte-growmg districts, I* have no hesitation in saying toat jute does more: gener- 
ally speaking it exhausts and impoverishes the soil to a much |;reater extent than other crops. 
In the absence of a sufficient series of chemical analyses of jute-soils under different condi- 
tions, before and after the raising of a jute-crop, I am unable to say what are the particu- 
lar constituents of the soil which it abstracts ; but that it does abstract some of its 
constituents very largely is evident, from the necessity which agriculturists find them- 
selves under of re-invigorating their fields with manure and fresh earth collected 
from drains and other places where vegetable and animal decomposition have depos- 
ited a rich layer of mold, or leaving them fallow for a time, or by a rotation of 
crops, the crops being such as are known by experience not to reauire the same soil 
as the jute. In the case of churs, hhetUj and low lands, this artificial re-invigora!ion 
is not required, as the silt deposited by the overflow of rivers, the washings of the 
lands brought down by rain-water and deposited on low ground, and the enormous mass of 
vegetation which rots in bheels^ effect by natural processes what the agricultnrist on high 
lands has to accomplish by his own labor ; but the necessity of applying to the soil those 

• The report was written by Baboo Hem Chunder Ker. 
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cODsiitnente which the jute-plant abstracts exists everywhere. Nor are the adverse opinions 
[ouoted in the report] really opposed to this deduction ; for it may be that in those places 
where the soil appears not to oe exhausted the rain-fall and drainage are such as to ob- 
viate the necessity of artificial manure ; or the soil there may be so rich in those particular 
constituents which promote the growth of the jute-plants that a succession of crops does 



not appreciably exhaust it : nay, it may adapt the soil for the better growth of other crops. 
As to the degree to which the soil is exhausted by the cultivation of jute, I am disposed to 
concur with the collector of Jessore, that ordinarily even virgin laud which has been broken 



up for a first crop will, in the second year, lose about 25 per cent, of its productive power ; 
and that even though afterward heavilv manured, its yield in the third year will be about 
one-half of the first year's crop. It is from this conviction of the exhausting power of jute 



on soil that this crop is so frequently shifted from field to field ; and I can testify from my 
own observation and inquiries that, except in the case of ckurs flooded annually, and very 
low lands which derive similar benefits bv drainage, it is in a very few instances only that 
jute is grown on the same land for more tlian three years successively. 

The remedies for exhaastion as generally practiced are three : first, 
application of manures; second, rotation of crops; third, allowing the 
land for a given time to lie fallow. The manures commonly used are 
cow-dung and weeds from overflowed lands, ponds, &c., ashes, house- 
sweepings, oil-cake, burnt roots of old jute-plants, and the stubble of 
rice-crops. The leaves of the plant itself which fall off and rot on the 
ground serve also as a manure ; in Nowgong the dried leaves, branches, 
and stems of the old plants that rot on the ground are considered by the 
people as the ''best manure." Botation is practiced to a greater or less ex- 
tent in all the jute-growing districts, but there is no uniformity of system. 
^^Different crops are sown in different seasons of the same year, and for 
two or three years, or on alternate years, according to the caprice or the 
necessities of the cultivators, and then the jute is dropped for a year or 
two when it will no longer grow to advantage." 

The crops most generally chosen for rotation are mustard, rice, to- 
bacco, linseed, and various descriptions of vegetables. The practice of 
sereral districts cited by the commission may be referred to as illus- 
trating the system of rotation to some extent. In Bogra^ the jute is not 
cultivated on the same piece of land for more than two, or at the most 
three, years in succession. Mustard is frequently sown on the land af- 
ter the jute-crops are cut. The land is then sown with rice and other 
seeds for two or three years, when it regains its fertility, and can then 
be sown with jute. In Midnapore the rotation after the removal of jute 
is (1) some sort of inferior grains; or (2) Ichomya^ a kind of cotton; or 
(3) sugar-cane, and then jute again. In some parts of the district, jute, 
then some kind of pulses ;* then paddy or sugar-cane, and jute again. 
In Hooghly an inferior description of aus paddy, as well as the real aus 
paddy and pulses, is usually rotated with jute. The pulses form a second 
crop in the same year that the jute is sown ; but when axis is alternated 
with jute it takes its place. It is in fact the at^-paddy land on which 
jute is grown ; owing to the difference between the two seasons respect- 
ively necessary for the jute-crop and pulses, both the crops are grown 
on the same land within the year. In years in which jute is not culti- 
vated on a certain land it is cultivated with the au% paddy, and it 
usually depends on the nature of the demand and the price in the market 
for the ryots to choose whether to cultivate paddy or jute in a certain 
year. In some places indigo is rotated with jute. 

Burdwan. — After thejute has been cut, winter cereals, or mustard, pease, 
and the like are sown, but they cannot be said to be in rotation with 
jute. On the same land this plant is not grown for more than a year, as 
it exhausts the productive power of the soil. Aus^ or sugar-cane,which 
really takes the place of fallow, is sown the next year in rotation. 

*Le{piminottt plants, such as beans, pease, &c. 
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Eelatingto practiced or proposed labor-saving methods of eliminating 
the jute-fiber, the commission object to the plan of breaking the stalks 
by passing them throagh a mill such as is used in pressing out the juice 
of the sugar-cane. The disadvantages cited are : first, loss by injury of 
the stalks, which are used, when stripped, for several economic pur- 
poses;* secondly, the employment of labor for pressing the stalks under 
rollers, and the cost and trouble of separating the broken particles of 
the stalks fh)m the fiber, which will, in the course of the process, remain 
adhering to it, and, making it woody, will add to the coat of production, 
and it is considered doubtful if the improved quality of the fiber and 
its enhanced price would cover the additional outlay. But the commis- 
sion say : 

The employment of machinery for fhe separation of fiber cheaply and effectaally would 
doubtless be very desirable, and it would be worth the while of government to offer premiums 
for machines for the purpose. The primary conditions which a machine for the purpose 
in to fulfill, are, first, that it must be so cheap that it would be within the reach of the bulk 
of the cultivators of this country ; second, it must be so easilv worked that ryots of ordi- 
nary intelligence should be able to use it : and, third, it must be so simple that any village 
smith should be able to put it in order when required. Such a machine would effect a radi- 
cal change for the better in the present rude and defective process of separating the fiber. 
****** Unless its cost be so low as to bring the machine with- 
in the reach of ordinary cultivators, it would prove unavailing, as paid factory labor in 
large establishments will not be able to compete with the private enterprise of cultivators 
who devote their leisure hours to the undertaking, but who would not tender such leisure 
to factors. 



PKOGEESS OF INDUSTRIAL EDUCATION. 

In thirty-six States there are now thirty-nine diflferent industrial col- 
leges which have received the national endowment granted by Congress 
under the act of July 2, 1862. Louisiana has established one during 
the present year, and it is already in successful operation. Every Stat^, 
except Nevada, has established one or more. Georgia and Missouri 
have each two, located in different parts of the State, but belonging to 
one university. If we count two additional colleges for these States, 
the number will be forty-one. All are in operation, except those of 
Florida, Korth Carolina, and Texas. Those of Indiana and Louisiana 
have been opened during the present year. The number of professors 
and assistants employed in them is 435; and the number of students, in 
attendance is 3,669. Of the land granted by Congress under the pre- 
ceding act, 12,577 acres have been sold during the year by five States — 
Iowa, Kansas, Michigan, Minnesota, and Wisconsin — at an average 
price of $4.36 per acre, amounting to 854,835. The number of acres 
remaining unsold is 1,049,734. There are only ten States which have 
not sold all their land. They are Illinois, Iowa, Kansas, Michigan, 
Minnesota, Missouri, Nebraska, Nevada, New York, and Oregon. Ne- 
braska, Nevada, and Oregon have not sold any of theirs. The dispo- 
sition of the curators of these colleges during the year appears to have 

*The fiber is not the only yaluable part of the jute-plant, as the stalks and stems, which 
are applied to a multitude of uses by the natiyes, are of great importance to tLem. They 
are somewhat like willow switches, beautifully white, straight, and light, though rather 
brittle. They are made into charcoal for gunpowder and fire- works, and are used for fences, 
especially for the basket-work inclosures in which betel-pepper vine is coltivated, and 



which is uniT-ersallr consumed, by nabob and peasant alike, these stalks are also largely 
used in supplying fuel for burning the myriaas of worms which infest the bottoms and 
sides of the native craft, and which, if not so destroyed, would speedily render these frail ves- 
sels nothing but riddles— Warden. i ^ ^ ^ i ^ 
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been to make tbem more indastrial and less literary in their character, 
and to make labor compnisory and uDremanerative, so fajc as it is edaca- 
tional or designed to illustrate the branches tanght ; but beyond this to 
leave it rolnntary, and to pay for it according to the amount performed 
and the skill with which it is execnted. A table of statistics, presenting 
in a condensed form a considerable amount of interesting information 
connected with the colleges, may be fonnd at the close of this article. 

ALABAMA. 

Agricultural and Mechanical College of Alabama^ at Auburn^ B&c. L T. 
Tichenorj D. JD.^ president, — This college is making steady and snbstantial 
progress, notwithstanding its financial embarrassments, occasioned by 
the depreciated condition of the state certificates, in which the revenue 
of the Agricultural College fund has been paid, and the inability of the 
state to make appropriations for the erection of suitable buildings for 
the accommodation of the students. There are six more students in 
attendance during the present than the last year. The farm has been 
mnch improved, some additions have been made to the chemical ap- 
paratus and library, and the buildings have been repaired. Experi- 
ments have been conducted on the farm in the culture of wheat, cotton, 
com, grasses, and forage-plants. The largest yield of wheat was 28^ 
bushels per acre. Orchard-grass and clover yielded three tons per acre 
at the first cutting. A second cutting was made, but the yield was not 
noted. 

The college has seven professors, a surgeon, and a quartermaster: 
Eev. I. T. Tichenor, D. D., president, and professor of agriculture ; E. 

A. Hardaway. A. M., civil engineer, commandant, and professor of en- 
gineering ; Alexander Hogg, A. M., professor of mathematics ; W. G. 
Stubbs, A. M., professor of natural sciences ; J. T. Dunklin, A. M., 
professor of languages ; O. D. Smith, A. M., professor of English ; Bev. 

B. B. Boss, A. M., professor of moral philosophy 5 J. H. Drake, M. D., 
surgeon ; and E. T. Glenn, quartermaster. It is the duty of the surgeon 
to attend upon the cadets at the college when called upon professionally 
for that purpose by any of the officers of the college ; and of the quar- 
termaster, to have in charge the supplies to be furnished for the cadets, 
anil to issue them upon the order given by the president, at prices fixed 
by the board of directors. 

The number of students in attendance during the present collegiate 
year is 108, 3G of whom are pursuing agricultural, and 47 mechanical 
studies. 

Arkansas. 

ArJcansas Industrial Universiti/y at FayettevillCj Albert W. Bishopj A. 
Jf., president. — This university has seven professors and three instruct- 
ors. During the year, O. O. Gray, A. M., has been elected professor of 
mathematics and civil engineering; James Mitchell, A. B., professor of 
history and English literature ; Mrs. T. L. Sutton instructress of the 
training-school; and J. L. Thompson superintendent of the farm. 
There are six departments in the university : The classical department, 
the agricultural, the engineering, the commercial, the normal, and the 
preparatory. The commercial department has been established during 
the present year, and the course of study occupies two years. Bach de- 
partment has one course of study, except the normal, which has two 
courses, one of three years and the other of two. The course in agri- 
cnltare occupies four years, and is as follows : 
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First year — First term. — Algebra, physical geography, manaal of 
farm, free-hand drawing, practical agriculture, lectures, English diction 
and elocution, physiology. Second term. — Algebra, natural philosophy, 
English diction and elocution, practical agriculture and pomology, free- 
hand drawing. Third term. — Geometry, botany, natural philosophy, 
manual of farm, practical agriculture and horticulture, free-hand draw- 
ing. Second year — First term. — Geometry, chemistry, botany, gen- 
eral history, lectures on management of soils and crops. Second tenn.^ 
Chemistry, laboratory practice, general history, lectures on breeding, 
races, history and management of stock, i)lane trigonometry, mechani- 
cal treatment of soils, and drainage. Third term. — Mineralogy, survey- 
ing, chemistry, qualitative analysis, botany, rhetoric, propagation of 
plants, seedlings, grapes, and small fruits. Third year — First term.— 
Astronomy, chemistry, qualitative analysis, zoology, chemical treatment 
of soils and manures, orcharding. Second term. — Geology, English litera- 
ture, book-keeping and farm records, entomology, farm-engineering, 
road-making, farm-machinery and farm-architecture. Third term.-— 
Logic, physical geography and meteorology, science of government, ru- 
ral architecture. Fourth year — First term. — ^Mental philosophy, 
political economy, rural law and economy, animal husbandry. Second 
term. — ^Moral philosophy, history of civilization, constitutional laws, 
fruit-culture, and forestry. Third term. — Meteorology, landscape-gar- 
dening, veterinary surgery, current history. 

The outside of the university building, which has been in course of 
construction during the present year, is now completed, and the work 
on the inside will be finished in 1875. The building is made of brick, 
stone, and iron, and appears as represented in the engraving on the op- 
posite page. Some slight variations have been made in the original 
plan as briefly described in the Beport of the Department for 1871. As 
now constructed, it is 214 feet long in front, 122 feet depth of wing, 84 
feet depth of center, and five stories high. It will contain, when com- 
pleted, thirty class-rooms, seven lecture-rooms, including chemical 
laboratory, chapel, and library-rooms, and four offices. It is to be 
warmed by steam-heating apparatus, with Euttan ventilation, and will 
accommodate 700 students. 

Some improvements have been made on the farm and some crops 
raised. Ten acres of com have been cultivated and fifteen acres of rye, 
besides beets, pease, beans, onions, carrots, parsnips, cabbages, tomatoes, 
sweet potatoes, watermelons, muskmelons, encumbers, pumpkins, and 
squashes. A considerable amount of labor has also been performed by 
the students in removing trees, grading lands, and making roads and 
fences on the university grounds. The labor system is voluntary, and 
students do not work more than three hours a day, except Saturdays. 
The compensation for labor is 5 to 10 cents per hour, according to the 
amount and quality of the work done. The sum paid to students for 
labor during the year is $966.93. All able-bodied male students are 
required to engage in military drill twice a week, under the instruction 
of the professor of military science and tactics. The uniform prescribed 
consists of a suit of cadet gray-mixed cloth, of the color and quality worn 
at West Point, and a cap of dark-blue cloth, having the initials A. 1. 17. 
on the front, and surrounded by a silver wreath. 

Provision has been made this year for 237 beneficiaries. These and 
the normal students are entitled to free tuition, the former for foar 
years and the latter for three, with the exception that each is required 
to pay a matriculation-fee of $5. Other students are now charged |10 
per term in the collegiate department and $7 per term in the prepara* 
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tory department and training-school. The number of students in the 
unirersity during the present collegiate year is 272, 16 of whom are pur- 
suing mechanical studies. 

califoe:sia. 

Cnivertntii of California — Gollegesof Agriculture and tJie Arts, at Berkeley, 
Daniel 0, Gihnan, A. J/., president. — The faculty of this university has 
been considerably increased since the last year. Eugene W. Hilgard, 
Ph. D., late professor in the University of Mississippi, has been elected 
professor of agriculture and agricultural chemistry; William Ashburner, 
professor of mining; Edward R. Still, A. M., professor of the English 
language and literature; and several instructors and assistants have 
been added. It now comprises seventeen professors, seven instructors, 
ten assistants, and two lecturers, making the entire number thirty-six. 
Twenty-seven of these are employed in the colleges of agriculture and 
the arts. Mr. John D. Hoifmann, the instructor added in industrial or 
instrumental drawing, which has now become so important as to make 
it indispensable to high attainments in mechanics, civil engineering, 
mining engineering, architecture, and naval construction, was educated 
in the polytechnic school at Carlsruhe, in Germany, and will give instruc- 
tion in the most difficult branches of that art. 

Daring the present year a new impulse appears to have been given 
to the operations of the College of Agriculture. A practical course of 
agriculture is now being prepared which will comprise the orchard, 
nursery, botanical garden, and arboretum; and other departments will 
be added as soon as circumstances will permit. Arrangements have 
been made for a course of lectures on the practice of agriculture, the 
improvement of varieties of plants and animals, and on l£e relations of 
science to agriculture. The " university farm" has been surveyed by 
a competent engineer, and the proper places marked out for agriculture, 
horticulture, botanical garden, forestry, roads, paths, and bridges. It 
is placed under the care of an able agriculturist and well- trained g^ener, 
who has charge of the horticultural work. A portion of the ground has 
been deeply plowed, subsoiled, cross-plowed, and harrowed. A part of 
it was sown with oats, but the greater part has been prepared for orchard- 
land, upon which the following trees, now in readiness, will soon be 
planted: Two hundred and seventy-five apple-trees, 270 pear, 152 cherry, 
91 plum, 173 peach, 40 apricot, 2 quince, and 15 nectarine. In no case 
are there more than two specimens of a single variety of any of the trees, 
and in a large portion of them only one. In addition to the preceding, 
62 varieties of the grape, 2 of the mulberry, 19 of the currant, 6 of the 
blackberry, 36 of the raspberry, 36 of the strawberry, and 16 of rhubarb, 
will be planted. The orchnrd is designed to be purely experimental, in 
order to test the adaptation of the different trees to the soil and climate 
of California. It is intended to furnish, as soon as possible, cuttings 
and roots, to be cultivated for experimental purposes in various portions 
of the State; and it is expected that the university orchards and gardens 
will, in time, afford a reliable catalogue of trees and other plants adapted 
to the wants of the orchardists and horticulturists of California and 
even other parts of the Pacific coast The botanical garden has been 
laid out, and is in course of thorough cultivation preparatory to the 
reception of the various plants to be cultivated in it. 

Manual labor of the students has been employed, and, so far as it is 
required about the university buildings and grounds where the students 
can at present work, preference is given to them, and they receip r 
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compensation for their labor. Daring the vacations, on Saturdays, and in 
leisare hours, many of the students have earned a considerable sum 
toward their support. A printing-office has been set up at the university, 
and is under the management of the students, with the approval of the 
faculty. One individual, who does not wish to have his name made 
public, gave $1,600 toward its establishment. A newspaper called " The 
Berkeleyan," which is edited and printed by the students, is published 
monthly at $1.60 per year. It contains sixteen quarto pages and many 
valuable articles on the work of the university and general literature. 
Besides learning the art of priuting, students receive instruction in 
telegraphy. An engraving of the Agricultural College building in here 
given. Eight neat cottages have been built for the use of students, at 
a cost of $21,600. Two of them are located at a distance from the others, 
and are designed for young ladies, one of which is already occupied. 
Also a barn and two convenient propagatinghonses, with the necessary 
appurtenances, have been built. The bam is a model of convenience, 
and the propagating-honses are very complete. 

The geological museum contains the collections of the geological 
State survey, the Voy cabinet given by Mr. D. O. Mills, the Pioche col- 
lection, and many other gifts received from Mr. Louis Janin, from the 
agents of Wells, Fargo & Co., and from others. There is also a fine col- 
lection of California woods, strobiles, &c., presented by Mr. C. D. Voy, a 
remarkable collection of early stone implements, a full series of Ward's 
casts, and other articles for the beginning of an agricultural and me- 
chanical cabinet. The diagrams used by the late Prof. H. J. Clark, 
late of Massachusetts Agricultural College, in his lectures on vet- 
erinary science, have been purchased, and a special appropriation of 
$1,000 has been made for the purchase of Auzoux models, showing the 
internal structure of domestic animals and plants. The library num- 
bers about eleven thousand volumes, besides numerous pamphlets. 

For the encouragement of students in different departments of the 
university, the following prizes are offered : For the greatest excellence 
in scholarship of any graduate of the year, the " university gold medal,^ 
or its equivalent in money, $125, from the income of the medal-fand 
contributed by many friends 5 for the greatest military proficiency of 
any student, $100, the gift of Gen. D. W. C. Thompson ; for the 
best original English oration on an appointed theme, by a student of 
the senior class, $50 ; for the best argument in public debate on an ap- 
pointed question, by a student of the junior class, $30 ; for the be«t 
composition on an appointed theme, by a student of tlie sophomore 
class, $15; for the best declamation of a selected piece of prose or poetry, 
by a student of the freshman class, 810 — the last four prizes the gifts 
of President Gilman ; for the best essay on free trade, by a resident 
graduate or a member of the senior class, $50 ; for the best examina- 
tion in political economy passed by a student of the senior class, $25— 
the last two prizes the gifts of a friend of the university who prefers 
not to have his name known ; for the best literary production in the 
Spanish language, by a member of the post-graduate or any of the 
lower classes, $50 ; for the greatest proficiency in the Spanish language, 
by a member of the junior class, $30; by a member of the sophomore 
class, $20— the last three prizes the gifts of Mr. Charles F. Gopertz, 
instructor in Spanish ; for the greatest proficiency in engineering, by a 
member of the senior class, $50, the gift of Professor Frank Sonl^; for 
the greatest proficiency in chemistry, by a resident graduate, $50, the 
gift of Professor W. B. Rising ; for the greatest proficiency in mining, 
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by a member of the college of mining, 850, the gift of Professor W. 
Ashbarner. 

The Damber of students in the university, including all the depart- 
ments, during the present collegiate year is 228, 43 more than last year. 
Of this number 94 are in th^ classes of science, 72 in the classes of let- 
ters, and 62 not assigned to classes. The number of young ladies in 
the university is 37. 

CONNECTICUT. 

Yale College — Sheffield Scientific School^ at New Haverij Rev. Noah For- 
ter^ D. 2)., LL, D., president. — The scientific school has fifteen profes- 
sors and sixteen instructors ; and the college, including all the depart- 
ments, has forty-nine professors and thirty-eight tutors, instructors, 
assistants, and lecturers, making the number of the faculty in all eighty- 
seven. Mr. John E. Clark has been elected to the professorship of 
mathematics in the scientific school, during the present year. An entire 
re-organization of the special courses has been made, and will go into 
operation during the year 1875. In the select course it has been de- 
termined, while giving a general knowledge of the elements of several 
sciences, to make one in particular more prominent than the rest ; and 
gec^ogy, as involving to a greater or less extent the study of several, 
was selected. The two terms of the junior year are devoted to descrip- 
tive mineralogy and blow-pipe analysis, and during the same two terms 
physical geography and astromony are also studied. In the third term 
zoology and botany are begun, the study of both being accompanied 
with excursions. Zoology also extends through the first two terms of 
the senior year, and during the third t«rm mineralogy is studied. With 
the beginning of the second year geology is commenced, and continued 
without intermission through the third term, accompanied at proper 
seasons of the year with excursions. The general studies previously 
pursued in the select course will be continued as before the re-organiza- 
tion. 

The laboratories for the study of chemistry and determinative min- 
eralogy have been nearly doubled in size. The large lecture-room in the 
third story of Sheffield Hall has been changed into a laboratory of ele- 
nientary chemistry, with accommodations for ninety-six students, for 
the exclusive puqiose of furnishing instruction to the members of the 
freshman class. It is thoroughly equipped, and will be kept entirely 
independent of every other laboratory. A room previously used for 
drawing has been fitted up as a laboratory for determinative mineralogy 
and blow-pipe analysis. Large additions have been made to the zoo- 
logical collections, consisting of dredged marine animals, parts of a gi- 
gantic cuttle-fish, {Architeuthis dux^ Steenstrup,) taken on the coast of 
Newfoundland, one of the tentacular arms of which is 24 feet long; oysters 
in difierent stages of growth ; shells, reptiles, insects, Crustacea, and 
echinoderms ; and also to the mineralogical and geological collections, 
including a very perfect pterodactyl from the slates of £ichstadt, Ba- 
varia; and to archaeology. The following is a summary of the different 
collections, as now increased, which belong to the scientific school : Lab- 
oratories and apparatus in chemistry, metallurgy, physics, photography, 
and zoology; metallurgical museum of ores and furnace-products; agri- 
cultural museum of soils, fertilizers, and useful and injurious insects ; 
collections in zoology ; astronomical observatory, with equatorial tele- 
scope by Clark & Sons, of Cambridge, and a meridian circle ; a collection 
of mechanical apparatus ; models in architecture, geometrical drawing, 
civil engineering, topographical engineering, and mechanics; dia^^rams. 
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adapted to public lectares, and instraments for fleld-practice ; maps 
and charts, topographical, hydrographical, and geological. The miner- 
alogical cabinet of Professor Brush, the herbarium of Professor Brewer, 
the collection of native birds of Professor Whitney, and the astronomi- 
cal instruments of Professor Lyman, are deposited in the building con- 
taining the other collections ; and Professor Eaton's herbarium, near 
at hand, is freely accessible. The library has received considerable 
additions during the year by donations of valuable geological and 
other books. It now contains about 5,000 volumes. The number of 
scientific journals taken regularly by the school is sixty-eight — ten 
American, twenty-three English, fourteen French, and twenty-one Ger- 
man. 

The state board of visitors, appointed to visit the Sheffield Scientific 
School during the year with special reference to the department called 
the " College of Agriculture and the Mechanic Arts for Connecticut," 
which received the National endowment under the act of July 2, 1862, 
to report to the general assembly of the state, said : '^ They have found 
the school in a high state of efficiency, its number of scholars never 
larger, its corps of able instructors zealous and faithful, and fully deter- 
mined to keep it the leading school of science in the country, a position 
which it is now generally conceded to hold. It is fully carrying out the 
noble design of its founders and benefactors, and contributes in a large 
measure to the intellectual culture of the State." 

The number of students in the Sheffield Scientific School for the pres- 
ent scholastic year is 248; in Yale College, including all the depart- 
ments, 1,031. 

DELAWARE. 

Delaicare College^ at KewarJc, Willmfn JT. Pumellj LL, 2>., president.-^ 
This college is steadily advancing, although it has not received anything 
from the State till within the last two years, and this has been an ap- 
propriation of only 82,000 annually. It now has five professors, one 
adjunct professor, two instructors, and one lecturer. In addition to the 
lectures given by the regular lecturer of the faculty, twelv,e other gen- 
tlemen have been engaged to give each a lecture on some subject relat- 
ing to agriculture or literary studies. The professor of agriculture, 
Theodore K. Wolf, Ph. D., has analyzed forty-eight different commercial 
fertilizers, and given their fertilizing elements in a table which may be 
found in the " Circular of Delaware College'' for 1874. 

Two years ago fiemales were admitted to the college classes on the 
same conditions as male students, and experience has shown that the 
movement was a wise one. The president says : '^ The young ladies 
who have been connected with the college during the past two years 
have shown a capacity to understand and appreciate their various 
studies fully equal to that of the other sex. The generous rivalry which 
has been excited has been of mutual advantage, and in the classes to 
which the females have been introduced, admirable order and peifect 
decorum have prevailed." 

During the year the preparatory department has been disconnected 
from the college and has become a distinct institution. It does the same 
preparatory work, however, for the college as formerly, and now con- 
tains 60 students. In the report of the Department of Agriculture for 
the last year the students in the preparatory department were included 
in the number of the college, making in all 83. This will account for 
the apparent diminution ot the number in the college this year ; but in 
reality there has been an increase. If the number now in the prepar- 
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atory department be added to the present nnraber in the college, the 
total will be 112, 29 more than last year. 

The number of students in the college during the present collegiate 
year is 52, 8 of whom are pursuing agricultural or mechanical studies. 

FL03IDA. 

Florida State Agricultural College, Hon. Jonathan 0. Gibbs, president 
of the directors. — ^The trustees of this college have not been able, dur- 
ing the present year, to make any important progress in bringing it 
into practical operation. The secretary, Hon. J. S. Adams, says the 
delay has been occasioned by an unforeseen litigation in respect to the 
constitutionality of the issue of the Florida State bonds, in which the 
proceeds, derived from the land-scrip granted to the State by Con- 
gress, were invested. This litigation is still pending ; but an interlo- 
cutory decision has affirmed their validity, and a final decision will soon 
be made by the legal tribunal which has the subject in charge. The 
college-fund has been preserved intact, and at the same time increased 
by the addition of the semi-annual interest, except $1,001 paid for ex- 
penses incurred in securing the endowment-fund, at 6 per cent, in gold' 
on the bonds. 

During this period of suspense the trustees have been active in secur- 
ing the largest possible donations to the college-fund, and many liberal 
otters have been made in diff'erent sections of the State; but all are 
condit^nal, depending upon the location of the college at the points 
specified in the conditions on which the donations are to be made. The 
trustees are sanguine in the expectation that they will be able during 
the next year to locate the college, and complete the necessary arrange- 
ments for putting it into immediate operation. 

GEORGIA. 

University of Oeorgia. — Georgia State College of Agriculture and the 
Mechanic Arts, at Athens. Rev. A. A. Lipsconib, D. !>,, LL. D., presi- 
dent of the university^ William Le Roy Broun, LL. D., president of the 
college. — Among the improvements made during the present year is the 
completion of the new laboratory mentioned in the report of the De- 
partment for 1873. As now constructed, it contains rooms for four 
chemical laboratories, as follows : First, a room for qualitative analysis ; 
second, for gravimetric quantitative analysis; third, for volumetric 
quantitative analysis ; fourth, for a private laboratory of the professor. 
Also one physical laboratory ; one large lecture-hall ; two class lecture- 
rooms; two drawing-halls, for engineering department; three offices 
for professors ; three rooms for apparatus and models ; one for spectro- 
scopic and microscopic examinations; one for reference-library ; one fur- 
nace-room for metaliurgic processes; a battery-room, and a work-room. 
Water and gas are supplied throughout the building. £ach laboratory 
will be equipped with all the improved modern apparatus required 
for illustrating and teaching science. It is estimated that $30,000 will 
be needed for this purpose. A fine spectroscope, with six prisms, made 
by Browning, London, has been added to the apparatus. 

Various important experiments have been conducted on the farm by 
the professor of agriculture to test the effect of different substances on 
plants. Thirty-five different fertilizers have been analyzed by the pro- 
fessor of chemistry, their commercial values determined, and the results 
published for the benefit of the farmers of the State, who have ' 
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much iDterested in this subject. Also a complete analysis of the cot- 
ton-plant has been made, including the lint, seeds, bolls, leaves, stem, 
and roots, and the constituents composing each part have been giveo. 
Careful experiments are being made to determine the increased solu- 
bility of ground bone-phosphate by composting it with stable-manure 
and cottonseed. These experiments will tend to the solution of a ques- 
tion of great economic interest to the entire South, namely, whether 
bone-phosphate, ground sufficiently fine, will be so decomposed and 
rendered soluble in the waters of the soil by the action of stable-manure 
and cotton-seed, or by either, as to answer all the purposes of southern 
agriculture. All these experiments are given in full in the report of 
the college for 1874. 

Tuition is now made free to all students residing in the state, and 
forty-eight counties are represented in the college. There are eight 
professors and three instructors in the College of Agriculture, and the 
number of students for the collegiate year is 132, ail of whom are attend- 
ing to agricultural or mechanical studies. In the university there are 
13 professors, 3 instructors, and 266 students, not including North Georgia 
Agricultural College ; including that, 23 professors and instructors, and 
*428 students. 

North Georgia Agricultural College^ (a department of the preceding 
university,) at DahUmega^ Hon. David W. LefciSj A. Jlf., president of ike 
college, — This college has 5 professors and 2 instructors. One pro- 
fessor has been added to the faculty since the last report. Such has been 
the success of this college financially, that the trustees have be^ able 
to increase, by about $3,000, the amount paid to the professors and in- 
structors collectively for their services during the present year. Fifteen 
acres of good land are now owned by the college, and arrangement! 
have been made by which instruction will be given to students in 
practical agriculture on the farm during the next year, to illustrate the 
branches taught in the recitation-room. Several of the students have 
given some attention, during the present year, to gardening as a source 
of support. The deficiency in education of a great majority of those 
who have thus far entered the college has prevented the professors from 
entering so thoroughly^ into tlie teaching of chemistry, agriculture, 
and the sciences as they have desired; but the number pursuing these 
studies is increasing, and there are more engaged in them at present 
than at any former period. It is expected that the legislature of the 
state will make, at its next session, a liberal appropriation to the col- 
lege for the purchase of philosophical and chemical apparatus, of which 
there is at present a great deficiency. The trustees and faculty of the 
college have full confidence in its success, and are doing all in their power 
to carry out the intentions of the National Governtbent in making the 
endowment for its support. 

The number of students in attendance duriug the present collegiate 
year is 162, 25 of whom pursue agricultural and mechanical studies. 

ILLINOIS. 

Illinois Industrial University^ at Urbana, John M. Oregory, LL, D., 
regent — ^There are 9 professors, 4 instructors, 2 teachers, 10 assistants, 
1 lecturer on veterinary science, a farm superintendent, and a head 
farmer belonging to this university. The special instructor in agri- 
cultural chemistry, and the 2 teachers, one in domestic science and 
the other in wood-carving and water-colors, have been added to the 
faculty during the present year. The university is constantly ex- 
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tending its work and facilities for instraction. It bas thirteen schools : 
A school of agricalture, horticalture, mechanical engineering, civil en- 
gineering, mining engineering, architecture, chemistry, natural history, 
English and modern languages, ancient languages and literature, mili- 
tary science, commerce, and domestic science and art — each of which 
has its course of study, and is furnished with the best apparatus, of its 
own and of European manufacture, for illustrating its several departments 
of study. It is cpntemplated to refit the old university building, and 
devote it entirely to the use of lady students, and to the school of 
domestic science and art, and schools for women. 

The publication of a magazine, called The Illini, has just been com- 
menced in connection with the university. It is to be issued ten times 
a year, in numbers, each containing thirty-two pages, under the man- 
agement of a committee, consisting of two members of the faculty and 
several students from the various schools of the university. It is de- 
voted to industrial education and the literature and science of today, 
and its object will be to represent fairly the university from which it 
emanates, to give information concerning it, to record the work accom- 
plished, to give the results of investigatiojjs and experiments, and the 
application of learning to the practical arts and affairs of life. 

A gallery of fine art has been purchased during the year, embracing 
more than three hundred casts of ancient and modern sculptures, 
statues, busts, and bas-reliefs, and over four hundred pictures, en- 
gravings, and photographs of master-pieces of paintings in European 
galleries. It cost $2,500, and its object is to aid in imparting instruc- 
tion in the school of architecture and design connected with the 
university. The number of acres of the congressional land-grant which 
remain unsold at the present time is 25,440. Ko land has been dis- 
posed of during the present year. Board for male students can be ob- 
tained in boarding-clubs, formed by the students, at $2 per week. 
For the coming year board, with unfurnished room, will be provided 
for female students for $3 per week ; with furnished room, for $3.50. 
The maximum expenses for male students, for the collegiate year of 
thirty-six weeks, at the university, exclusive of books and clothing, are 
$213; the minimum, $122, 

The number of students in the university during the collegiate year 
is 406, 316 of whom are gentlemen and 90 ladies. One hundred and 
fifty of the whole number pursue agricultural aud mechanical studies. ^ 

INDIANA. 

Purdue University — Agricultural College, at La Fayette, A. C. Sliortridge, 
president — This university was opened for the reception of students 
September 17, 1874. Richard Owen, LL. D., resigned the presidency 
in March of the present year, and A. C. Shortridge was appointed to 
take his place. The fhcuUy has been largely increased, and now com- 
prises six professors, inchiding the president: J. S. Hougham, professor 
of physics and industrial mechanics ; W. B. Morgan, professor of math- 
ematics and engineering; John Hussey, professor of botany and horti- 
culture ; H. W. Wiley, professor of chemistry ; aud Eli F. Brown, pro- 
fessor of English literature and drawing. 

During the year there have been completed a military hall and gym- 
nasium, boiler and gas house, stable aud shed, and a workshop. The 
military hall and gymnasium is a frame building 100 feet long, 50 wide, 
and one story high. It is used for military drill and gymnastic exer- 
cises, and cost $6,410. The boiler and gas house is built of brick, aiui 
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iB complete in all its parts. It lias facilities for geDeratingf steam and 
gas for the boarding-hoase, dormitory, laboratory, and adjacent baild- 
ings ; and an engine and force-pump with sufficient power for forcing 
all the water necessary for the buildings and carrying the machinery 
of the workshop. The gas-holder connected with the building has a 
capacity of 9,000 cubic feet. The building, with all the appurtenances, 
cost $34,009. The stable and shed form one compact and* connected 
building, ornamental in appearance and convenient in internal arrange- 
ment. The workshop is small, made of wood, and cost $1,000. A small 
brick house and barn were erected a few years ago by Mr. John Purdue 
on the one hundred-acre lot, donated by the citizens of Tippecanoe 
County, and cost 82,500. The boarding-house, mentioned in the rei)ort 
of the Department for 1873, is a brick building, in Italian style, 120 
feet long, 68 feet deep, and three stories high, being flanked with a 
tower at each of the two front angles. The foundation of the main 
university buildings was laid some two or three years ago as stated last 
year, but the superstructure remains to be completed. The entire cost 
of all the buildings with their appurtenances thus far erected, including 
the foundation of the main university building, is $139,500. They are 
situated on an elevated oblong plateau containinglOO acres, beingasecond 
bank or terrace west of the Wabash River, of great beauty and com- 
manding a magnificent prospect of the picturesque scenery which sur- 
rounds them. The grounds liave been surveyed, and portions of them 
marked out for a botanic garden, orchards, vineyard, and small fruits. 
Some of the orchard-trees have already been set, and the remainder 
will be planted early next spring, as will also the grapes and small 
fruits, and about ten thousand shade and ornamental trees which are 
now in the nurseries and ready to be transferred to the university 
grounds. One thousand dollars have been donated for building a plant- 
conservatory and hot-house in connection with the botanic garden. A 
well-selected engineering, chemical, and philosophical apparatus has 
been provided, and the geological and mineralogical cabinets formerly 
belonging to Dr. Eichard Owen, former president of the university, have 
been purchased and placed in the institution. Also an appropriation 
has been made to purchase books for a reference library. 

Five hundred and twenty-six dollars have been paid for live stock for 
the farm, $365 for farm -implements, $996 jfor farm-improvements, and 
* $4,388 for improvements on university-grounds. There have been raised 
on the farm the present yexir 474 bushels of oats, valued at $182.60; 30 
bushels of tomatoes, $15 5 7 bushels of sweet potatoes, $7 5 110 bushels 
of common potatoes, $99; 500 cabbages, $25; 50 tons of hay, $600; 
800 bushels of corn, $400 ; and pasturage, $91 ; total $1,419.60. The 
expense of production, including everything, was $659.77, leaving a net 
profit of $759.83. The fund derived from the sale of the congressional 
land-scrip has been preserved intact, and now amounts to $365,000, hav- 
ingbeen augmented by thesum of $162,762. The$60,000 appropriated by 
the State legislature in 1873, payable in two installments of $30,000 each, 
have been paid, and $75,000 of the $150,000 donated by Mr. John Pnr- 
due, to be paid in yearly installments of $15,000, have been paid, being 
all that is due up to the present time. 

Four courses of study have already been prepared : 1. A course in 
agriculture; 2. A course in chemistrj' ; 3. A course in civil engineering; 
4. A course in physics and mechanical engineering. Post-graduate 
courses can be pursued if desired. The course in agriculture embraces 
the following branches : 

Freshman year— Fjr«< ferwi.— Algebra, lilnglish language, drawing, 
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physics, and physiology. Second term. — Algebrd, first half 5 geometry, 
second half; English liingnage, drawing, physics, first half; chemistry, 
second half; physiology, fii-st half; and botany, second half. Third 
term, — Geometry, English lang^^iage, bookkeeping, drawing, chem- 
istry, botany, and elements of agriculture. Sophomore year — First 
term, — Plane trigonometry and surveying, bnsiness forms, specifica- 
tions, drawing, English' language, botanj', and chemistry. Second 
term, — Surveying and spherical trigonometry, English language, farm- 
machinery, chemistry, botany, and physical geography. Third term, — 
Baglish language, geology, chemistry, meteorology, horticalture, and 
propiigation of trees. Junior year — First term. — Logic, ancient his- 
tory, geetogy, analysis of soils, economic botany, land-drainage, irriga- 
tion, and mechanical cultivation of soils. Second term — Logic, history, 
origin of soils, natural and artificial fertilizers, propagation, budding, 
and grafting fruit-trees ; management of nursery and orchard, fences 
and hedges, landscai)e-gardening, and principles of farm-management. 
Third term, — English lit^^rature, history, principles of zoology, domestic 
gardening, grapes and small fruits, management of bees, management 
of poultry, and principles of farm-management. Senior year — First 
term. — Descriptive astronomy. Constitution of the United States, stock- 
breeding, entomology, drawing, plans and cost of farm-buildings, and 
stock-raising. Second term, — Political economy, mental philosophy, his- 
tory of cultivated plants, comparative anatomy of domestic animals, and 
veterinary surgery, horticulture, greenhouse, wintering stock, sheep- 
husbandry. Third term, — Moral philosophy, dairy-farming, preserva- 
tion and marketing farm-products, veterinary science, rural law, review 
of sources of pleasure and profit in farm life. 

Tuition is free to all students within the state ; others are charged 
8120 a year. Matriculation fee for the full coarse is $10; room-rent, 
fuel, and lights, $5 per term ; janitor's fee and incidentals, 85 ; board, $3 
l>er week ; washing, 75 cents per dozen. The number of students in at- 
tendance in the university during the present year is 58. All pursuing 
the course in agriculture are required to participate in the experimental 
operations of the farm. 

IOWA. 

lotca State Agricnltural College^ at Ames, A,S, Welch, LL, ])., presi- 
dent — ^This college has eight professors, two assistant professors, six 
instrnctors, and one lecturer. During the year a new course of study 
has been prepared in addition to those already established. It occu- 
pies one year, and is designed for those who desire to get a general 
knowledge of the science of agriculture and the operations of the 
farm, but have not the time to devote to a thorough and systematic course 
of four years. It embraces farm-account«, general chemistry, economic 
botany, management of crops, propagation of plants, seedlings, grapes 
and fruits, fruit-culture, forestry, insects injurious to vegetation, agri- 
caltoral chemistry, analysis of soils, history, races, breeding, manage- 
ment of domestic animals, farm engineering and architecture, draining, 
road-making, water-supply, fencing, and machinery. 

A new laboratory-building has also been erected. It is 70 feet long 
and 40 feet wide. The first story or basement is 11 feet high ; the 
second or main story, 15; the third, 13; and the fourth or attic, 8. 
The basement contains a first-class engine and boiler, with all the nec- 
essary fixtures and machinery for a complete coui'se of mechanics. On 
the inain floor is the laboratory. This floor is continuous with that of 
the present laboratory, thus making one of the largest MjlJ^e^^i^ 
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ranged rooms for this purpose in this country. The tables will accom- 
modate one hundred students for experimental work in chemistry, or- 
ganic and inorganic, and are well supplied with apparatus for a thorough 
and practical course in chemistry. There is also a large room for 
quantitative analysis. The next or third floor is devoted wholly to the 
department of physics. Large experimental, apparatus, and recitation- 
rooms are conveniently arranged, and afford the best facilities for the 
prosecution of studies in this important science. On the attic floor is a 
large and brilliantly-lighted drawing-room, besides rooms for meteoro- 
logical and other purposes. It is believed that this building affords 
the veiy best advantages for the pursuit of the studies mentioned. 
The legislature of the state appropriated $25,000 for its erection. 

Experiments have been made on the experimental farm with Michi- 
gan white wheat, and Surprise, Probestier, and Excelsior oats, the latter 
of which yielded 53^ bushels per acre, being the largest product of the 
three. There have been raised on the farm during the year 4,146 
bushels of corn, 361 of wheat, 984 of oats, 214 of rye, 245 of jiotatoes, 
21J tons of roots, 140 tons of hay, and an abundance of vegetables, 
which have supplied the boarding-hall of the steward's department of 
the college. Of the grounds of the department of horticulture and 
forestry, which has been distinctively established during the present 
year, and has for its object the impartation of practical instruction io 
the management of nurseries, orchards, forestry-plantations, hedges, 
vegetable-garden, ornamental grounds, and flower-garden, there are 
7 acres in forest, 8 in orchard, 3 in small fruits, 6^ in vegetable-garden, 
and 6 in nurseries. There have been planted 10,600 green ash-trees, 
2,000 yellow cotton-wood, 3,000 European larch, 500 catalpa, and 1,000 
honey -locust. Special attention is given to the study of botany. Stu- 
dents in the sophomore class recite three times a week in structural 
botany during the first term of the course, and attain such proficiency 
in the analysis of plants as to be able to classify most of those with 
which they come in contact. In the second term, those who intend to 
pursue the subject further spend two days each week in the study of 
the more difficult natural orders, as a preparation for the studies of the 
junior year. Of the land granted by Congress to the state for the 
endowment of the college, under the act of July 2, 1862, 1,000 acres 
have been sold during the present year, at an average price of 82.78 
per acre. The number of acres remaining unsold is 198,262, 

The students in attendance during the present collegiate year nnm- 
ber 295, 70 of whom are pursuing the agricultural course, and the re- 
mainder mechanical and scientific studies. There are 96 ladies in the 
college. 

KansM State Agricultural College^ at Manhattan, Rev* John A. Andersonj 
president. — An effort has been made during the present year to modify 
the instruction given in the college, and make it purely industrial in its 
character, rather than professional. To effect this object, the courses of 
study have been reconstructed. Some branches have been excluded, 
others have been introduced, and the whole presented in the order of 
their practical value. Three professors have been retired, and one 
added. The literary course has been abandoned. There are now three 
courses of study — the farmer's course, the mechanic's course, and the 
woman's course. The farmer's course and the woman's occupy six 
years each, and the mechanic's five. Each course is accompanied bv 
practical instruction in the subjects taught. In the farmer's course the 
instruction consists of farm-tillage, use of farm-implements, farm-drain- 
age, propagation of plants by seeds, cuttings, ,9^^ I^Jf^^^WfJ^^^™^'^' 
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of varieties, grafting, pruning, and forest-culture. The farmer's course 
is as follows : 

First tear — First term. — Practical agriculture, botany, drill in arith- 
metic and book-keeping, industrial. Second term — Practical agriculture, 
botany, drill in English and penmanship, industrial. Second year — 
First term. — Practical horticulture, arithmetic and bookkeeping, Eng- 
lish structure, industrial. Second term, — Practical horticulture, physics, 
economic entomologj^, industrial. Third tear — First term. — Compar- 
ative physiology, inorganic chemistry, practical geometry, industrial. 
Second term., — Practical agriculture, organic and analytical chemistry, 
algebra, industrial. Fourth tear— Ftr«f term. — Agricultural chemis- 
try, economic zoology, rhetoric, industrial. Secowd term. — Chemical 
physics, mechanics, political economy, industrial. Fifth teaRt-JTiV*^ 
term. — Meteorology, economic geology, mental philosophy, industrial. 
Second term. — ^IMineralogy, logic, practical law, industrial. Sixth tear — 
First term. — United States Constitution, moral philosophy, history, in- 
dustrial. Second term. — Modern history and literature, Butler's Anal- 
ogy, industrial. 

The study of the languages is not required in any of the courses ex- 
cept the woman's, and in that, only the French and German are studied 
during the fifth year. Full instruction, however, will be given in these 
languages to all students who desire it. Latin is taught only for a short 
time, for the purpose of enabling the student better to understand the 
technical terms found in the sciences^ but even in this case it is an 
optional study, and is continued no longer than is necessary to accom- 
plish the object indicated. Becitations are graded daily upon the scale 
of one hundred, and an examination of all the classes is made at the 
close of each month, the grade of which is reckoned in the monthly aver- 
age as equal to that of five recitations. Any student not attaining an 
average grade of sixty for two months is promptly dropped to a lower 
class, and, if there is none, is excluded from college until able to do so. 

All the students are required to labor on the farm, in the carpenter- 
shop, wagon-shop, blacksmith-shop, paint-shop, turning-shop, scroll- 
sawing, carving and engraving shops, photographing-room, or the 
sewing, printing, and telegraph departments. Tools of the best quality 
are furnished them by the college, without charge for ordinary wear. 
Seven thousand dollars have been expended during the year in equip- 
ping the industrial departments. Students receive no remuneration for 
educational labor, but for other work they are paid 3 to 10 cents per 
hour. Some pay half their expenses by their labor, and in some excep- 
tional cases the whole. Tuition is free, and there are no contingent ex- 
penses, except a charge of 50 cents to those who receive instruction in 
instrumental music. Good board is furnished for $2.50 per week. Some 
students, by renting a house and boarding themselves, reduce it to $1.11 
per week. During the present year 1,785 acres of the congressional 
land-grant have been sold, at an average price of $6,934 per acre. The 
number remaining unsold is 35,040 acres. These lands were carefully 
selected, in 1863, by commissioners, who examined the immense body 
of Kansas lands then unclaimed. Those chosen were of so good quality, 
that the commissioners reported that " each quarter-section would make 
a good farm." In consequence of improvements made near them, often 
on adjoining tracts, they have been much increased in value, and are 
very desirable at the prices and terms offered, which are one-eighth cash, 
the balance in seven equal annual installments, with interest at 10 per 
cent.; any greater portion of the whole amount may be paid in cash at 
the time of purchase. . ^^^1^ 
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The college has eight professors, incladiug the president, and six as- 
sistants. The naniber of students in attendance daring the present 
collegiate year is 183, 59 of whom are females. All pnrsae agricultural 
or mechanical studies. 

KENTUCKY. 

Kentucky University — Agricultural and mechanical college^ at Lexing- 
ton. John B, Botcman^ LL.B.^ regent — ^There are seven professors and 
one instructor in the agricultural and mechanical college, and in the 
university, including all the departments, twenty-seven professors and 
five instructors, besides the two superintendents of the agricultural and 
horticultural departments. A change has been made in the faculty, by 
the election of A. B. Crandall, B. S., professor of natural history. A 
signal-service station, under the direction of W. S. Jewell, has been es- 
tablished in connection with the agricultural and mechanical college^ 
which has afforded it important facilities for making valuable observa- 
tions in meteorological science. The regent of the university says 
that the great value of these observations, to the cause of agriculture, 
has been fully demonstrated in the growing and saving of the crops 
raised on the college- farm during the present year. A daily record has 
been kept of the thermometer and barometer, of the direction and velo- 
city of the winds, and of the amount of fain and snow which have 
fallen. The five societies, connected with the various colleges of the 
university, have undertaken the publication of a society-paper, called 
"The Collegian of Kentucky University .'' It is issued semi-monthly, 
and conducted by a committee of editors, composed of one member from 
each society, and an editor-in-chief, chosen by this committee from the 
members of the university. It is designed not only to make this paper 
interesting to the student as a repository of college news, but also a 
source of improvement in English composition to those students who 
may prepare articles for its pages. 

Valuable improvements and experiments have been made on the farm 
in the production of various crops, and especially in raising root and 
soiling crops for feeding cows for dairy purposes. The horticultural 
department has also been improved, and a large number of plants and 
shrubs have been added to the collection in the greenhouse. The mu- 
seum of natural history contains about 20,000 specimens, which have 
been collected principally through the energy and liberality of Kegent 
Bowman. By an act of the state legislature, duplicates of all the col- 
lections made by the geological survey of the state, now in progress, 
under the direction of N. S. Shaler, are to be presented to this college, 
which will add largely to its usefulness and facilities for illustrating geo- 
logical science. 

The number of students in the agricultural and mechanical college 
for the present collegiate year is 180, 44 of whom pursue agricultural 
studies. The number in the university, including all the departments, 
is 40G. 

LOUISIANA. 

Louisiana State Agricultural and Meclumical College^ at New Orleans, 
Major J. L. CrosSj president — ^This college was incorporated April 7, 
1874, and is called the '^ Louisiana State Agricultural and Mechanical 
College.^ The act of incorporation declares that it " shall be under the 
control and supervision of thirteen persons, to be known, as the Board 
of Control of the Louisiana State Agricultural and Mechanical College, 
of which body the governor of the State, the lieutenant-governor, the 
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chief justice of the state, aud the saperintendeat of pablic education 
ahall be ex-ofiicio members, and the remaiuing niue members shall be 
appoiuted by the governor, by and with the advice of the Senate, three 
of whom shall serve for one year, three for two years, and three for three 
years ; and as vacancies occur at the end of one and two years, and 
annually thereafter, they shall be filled by appointments to continue for 
the term of three years, which is hereby constituted the regular term 
of office for the members of said board of control.'' The act further 
declares that ^^ to entitle pnpils to admission into said college they shall 
be residents of the state, of the age of at lea^t twelve years, and be 
found competent in the branches of good English education to enter 
npon the studies prescribed ; provided there shall be no distinction of 
race or color in the admission, management, or discipline of the institu- 
tion; and provided further that the board of control may make regula- 
tions and restrictions as to the number of pupils admitted, whenever 
the same may be necessary to secure to any and all the parishes of the^ 
state a proportion of the pupils privileged to attend the college.'^ 
Tuition is free to students nominated by members of the state legisla- 
ture, each senator having the right to nominate two, aud each repre- 
sentative three. 

The college was opened temporarily in the Louisiana University 
bnilding at Kew Orleans, June 1, 1374; but its permanent location is 
about tour miles east of the city, on the Ohalmette battle-ground, in 
the parish and county of Saint Bernard, where General Jackson fought 
his famous battle with the British under General Packenham, the 8th 
of January, 1815, and near where the Jackson monument is erected. 
The college will be moved to that place as soon as the necessary build- 
ings can be provided for its accommodation. The state owns two hun- 
dred acres of land there. It is intended to erect on the college-grounds 
a college-building, chapel, dormitories for students, and houses for the 
president and professors; and to improve the grounds with avenues and 
parks commodions for military drill and gymnastic exercises. It is also 
contemplated to have a model and experimental farm adjacent to these, 
provided with all the implements and appurtenances necessary for prac- 
tical agriculture, stock-raising, horticulture, and fruit-growing. In 
connection with the mechanical department there will be a workshop 
for teaching the practical art of type-setting, spelling, and punctuation. 
The college has three professors and. two tutors. Msyor J. L. Cross, 
president and professor of mathematics, civil engineering, and military 
tactics ; A. L. Perry, M. D., professor of natural philosophy and chem- 
istry ; L. W. Sewell, professor of history and English literature ; T. W. 
Carter, tutor in architectural and mechanical drawing ; and Augustus 
Bernau, tutor in modern languages. Three courses of study have been 
prepared : An agricultural course and a mechanical course, each occu- 
pying four years; and a preparatory course, occupying two years. 
Evening classes have also been opened, five evenings in the week, for 
the benefit of young men who are engaged during the day in the various 
arts and trades. The professors of the college have established a paper, 
called the '^Agricultural and Mechanical College Journal,^ which is 
edited by the professors aud printed by the students. It is devoted to 
scientific and practical education in agriculture and the mechanic arts, 
and is issued monthly. All able-bodied students will be required to 
X)erform a small amount of labor for practical instruction. Those who 
wish to labor more than the amount required will be furnished, to a 
limited extent, with work for which they will receive a proper remuner- 
ation* 
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According to tbe report of the board of control, made at the close of 
the present year, the congressionjil grant of 210,000 acres was sold for 
87 cents per acre, amounting to $182,630. This sum with interest ac- 
crued after investment, amounting to 8205,280, was invested in Louisi- 
ana 6 per cent, bonds, bought at a discount, the number of bonds par- 
chased being 327 of $1,000 each, making the fund nominally 8327,000. 
These bonds, on account of depreciation, hav« been diminished by 40 
per cent, giving the sum of $196,200, on which the state has agreed to 
pay 7 per cent, interest, semi-annually, and has made an appropriation 
of $130,800 to make good the loss of the 40 per cent, discount on the 
bonds. It has also agreed to appropriate $10,000 annually, for five 
years, for purchasing a site for the college and erecting buildings. The 
first installment of $10,000 has already been paid. The college also has 
coupons and warrants for interest on the fund amounting to $22,990, 
and cash in hands of the treasurer of the board of control to the amount 
of $11,110.77. The financial condition of the college, therefore, accord- 
ing to the report, is as follows : New consolidated bonds bearing 7 per 
cent, interest, payable semi-annually, $196,200 ; coupons and warrants 
for fractional coupons payable out of delinquent interest tax as collected, 
$22,990 ; cash in state treasury and in the hands of the treasurer of 
the board of control, $11,110.77; appropriation for college site, $10,000; 
making the sum total on hand and certain, $240,300.77. In addition to 
this are contingent assets which are considered certain, the only con- 
tingency being whether the state legislature will or will not squarely 
perform the obligations of the contract assumed. They are as follows : 
Appropriations provided for in section 6 of the act incorporating the 
college, to pay deferred payments for site, $40,000 ; appropriations to 
make up loss sustained by scaling $327,000 down 40 per cent, $130,800 ; 
making the total contingent fund $170,100.77. The entire property of 
the college, as thus estimated, including the certain and the contingent 
fund, is $411,100.77 

The number of students in attendance, for the part of the present 
year during which it has been in operation, is 60. 

MAINE. 

Maine State College of Agriculture and the Mechanic Art^y at Oronoy 
Rev, Charles F. Allen, D. D.y president-— 'There are now six professors, 
one assistant professor, and a farm superintendent connected with this 
college. Some changes have been made in the faculty since tbe report 
of last year. Alfred B. Aubert, B. S., has been elected professor of 
chemistry, and Lieut. W. 8. Chaplin professor of modern languages and 
military science, in place of Bandall Whittier, resigned. The services 
of the lecturers on dairy-farming and on market-farming and gardening 
have been discontinued. Additions have been made to the chemical, 
astronomical, engineering, and natural-science apparatus. 

A new barn 150 feet long and 50 feet wide, with posts 24 feet in length, 
has been completed during the year. The roof is slated and surmounted 
by two large and well-proportioned ventilators, and there are eight 
glazed windows in each side of the building besides those over the great 
barn-doors. The barn is clapboarded and painted of a drab-color, with 
trimmings of a darker shade. The main floor is 14 feet wide and rans 
lengthwise from east to west through its entire length. The south side 
is devoted to stables for stock, and provision is made for tying np 
twenty-six head of cattle. The floor on which the cattle stand extends 
back from the manger 5 feet 3 inches to 4 feet 9 inches, according to the 
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size of the cattle, and inclines 1 inch to the rear. In the rear of the 
floor is a trench 20 inches wide and 4 inches deep, for receiving the 
excrement and urine, which are passed into the cellar through trap- 
doors in the bottom of the trench. The stall partitions are carried back 
from the front of the manger to posts two feet in the rear of the stan- 
chions. There are also four pens, 16 feet long, 3 feet wide, and 3 feet 
high, placed in the rear of the stables against the side of the barn, for 
storing sawdust and other bedding for the cattle. On the north side of 
the main floor are the stables for bulls, the pens for calves, the hospital- 
room, the stairways leading to the cellar below and to the ventilators 
above, the room for farm-implements, the granary, and the passage-way 
to the farm-house. The cattle are fed from the main floor, through 
doors ingeniously arranged in the partition in front, which may be 
opened and closed at pleasure. The cellar under the building is deep, 
and constructed with two drive- ways on the south side, so arranged that 
a cart can be driven in through one and out through the other. There 
is also in the cellar a brick cistern, capable of holding 300 hogsheads, 
for supplying the cattle with water, which is raised by a pump in the 
bam, and conveyed to a trough, where the cattle are watered. Adjoin- 
ing the cistern is a root-cellar, inclosed by brick walls, and accessible by 
a stairway. It has a trap-door, by which the roots may be passed from 
the main floor, directly to the place of deposit. The remaining part of 
the cellar is used for collecting and composting manures, and for manu- 
facturing compost from muck and other substances. The cellar and 
stables are ventilated by wooden tubes, 4 feet wide and 1 foot deep. 
There are four of them on each side of the building, which pass up 
against the sides to an opening at the top, formed by a wire-netting 
under the eaves. The hay is stored on the scaffolds on each side of the 
main floor, to which it is conveyed by a horse hay-fork. The building is 
so thoroughly ventilated, that none of the exhalations from the manure- 
cellar or stables can reach the hay, cistern, or root-cellar, and no injury 
can, therefore, arise from these sources. The entire cost of the barn is 
$8,000. 

Continued experiments have been conducted in feeding swine with 
•cooked and uncooked Indian-corn meal, confirming the previous trials 
that uncooked meal is preferable; with different varieties and modes 
of planting potatoes ; with drilling wheat as compared with sowing 
broadcast ; and in the use of different kinds of commercial fertilizers, 
a full account of which will be given in the report of the college for 
1874. Several fuUblood cattle of the Ayrshire, Durham, and Jersey 
breeds have also been purchased for the farm. 

The number of studento in attendance during the present collegiate 
yciir is 121, 18 more than the last year, all of whom pursue agricultural 
or mechanical studies. 

MARYLAND. 

Maryland Agrictdtxiral College^ near HyattsviUe, General Samuel Jones^ 
president — ^During the year the faculty of this college has been increased, 
by the election of Capt. William H. Parker, a graduate of the United 
States Naval Academy, and formerly an instructor in that institution, 
to the chair of mathematics. There are now six professors and one 
instructor in the college. It was found necessary to make some changes 
in the plan of instruction, and the courses of study have, therefore, been 
modified, for the purpose of making the college more definitely a prac- 
tical and technical institution, rather than one for a general and classical 
education. A special course of study has been added to those already 
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adopted, \¥ith the object of fitting students for admission into the United 
States Military and Naval Academies. A limit of study has been fixed, 
bolow which students will not be received into the college. This has had 
the effect to diminish somewhat the number of students, but it has added 
gi-eatly to the character and dignity of tho institution. In order to place 
all students on the same level, and to give them the same advantages, 
the trustees of the college have made provision for the free education of 
all students from the state who may choose to enter it. 

The experimental farm has been considerably improved by under- 
draining, and a new field of eleven acres has been cleared and brought 
into a good state of cultivation. The professor of agriculture has com- 
menced a series of experiments on the farm, which will be prosecuted 
with care and exactness. An effort is being made to furnish the farm 
with the best breeds of live stock and the most improved agricultural 
implements. It is hoped that, in time, the college will be able to afford 
the agricultural population of the state the most reliable and valuable 
account of experiments, not only with stock and machinery, but also 
with grains, seeds, and fertilizers. The gas-house, which had been burned, 
has ^en rebuilt, and gas and water have been introduced into the presi- 
dent's house and the other buildings in which they were needed. 

The number of students iu the college during the present collegiate 
year is 91, 47 of whom are pursuing agricultural or mechanical studies. 

MASSACHUSETTS. 

Massachusetts Agricultural College^ at Amherst^ William S. Clark^ Ph. 
D.J LL. D.J president. — ISo changes have been made in the faculty of 
this college since the last year. It has eight professors, one assistant 
professor, and two lecturers. A large number of interesting observa- 
tions and experiments on plants have been made, under the direction of 
President Clark, relating to the circulation, flow, and pressure of the 
sap, the functions of the bark, and the expansive power of growing 
vegetable tissue. The enormous pressure of sap, caused by molecular 
force, has been shown by an experiment made with a squash. When 
about seven inches in diameter, it was so confined iu a stout box, with a 
concave bottom, that the increase of size would be upward. An iroo 
frame was made, fitting easily on its upper surface, and across this 
frame rested a lever, chained down at its short arm, and weighted on the 
long arm like a steelyard. Tho upward pressure was so great that it 
broke several levers, and at length lifted six anvils and a number of 
pails of sand, the whole weighing 5,000 pounds. It then became sta- 
tionary. Accidental wounds made in its skin healed in twenty-four 
hours, having been covered with a secretion of true cork, the same as 
found on the cork-tree. 

Observations have been made on the growth of the roots of plants. 
A sugar-maple ran under and lifted a solid block of sandstone contain- 
ing 24 cubic feet, and probably weighing two tons. An apple-tree on 
the college farm sent its roots down through a gravel-bed 8 feet in 
search of water; and a clover-root, which grew on the banks of the 
Gonnecticut Eiver, 8 feet perpendicularly. An elm in Amherst ex- 
tended its roots 75 feet from its trunk. Tho roots of a squash-vioe, 
growing on the college farm, were washed out by a garden-hose, and the 
main branches were each found to be 12 to 15 feet long, and aggregated 
a length of 4,000 feet. One of the seventy nodal-roots, 4 feet long, bad 
480 branches, and a most careful estimate of the ramifications of its 
rootlets, based on the actual measurement of one division, showed that 
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the vine had fifteen to nineteen miles of roots. Allowing fifty-two days 
for the time it had been growing, it was found that it must have grown 
1,000 feet of roots a day, and on favorable days 2,000 feet. The great 
depth to which the roots of some of the plants named descended into 
the earth indicates the importance, as a general rule, of deep plowing. 
One hun<lred trees have been girdled the present year for purposes of 
experiment. A red maple, (Acer rubrumj girdled in July, healed over 
and lived. This was because the space girdled was not wide, and there- 
fore young cells formed on the surface of the wood before it dried, and 
made a connection for the circulation of the sap over the part girdled. 
Jf the space had been wide, the tree would not have lived. Important 
experiments with fertilizers have been conducted on the farm by Pro- 
fessor Stockbridge. Professor Goessmann, who is also state chemist and 
Inspector of fertilizers, has made a large number of analyses of com- 
mercial manures and prepared an elaborate report on the subject, a de- 
tailed account of which will be published in the report of the state 
board of agriculture for 1874-'75. 

The number of students in attendance during the present collegiate 
year is 117, 13 of whom were in the graduating class and received 
diplomas. All pursued agricultural or mechanical studies. 

Ma88achmett8 Institute of Technology^ at Boston^ John D. EunJckj Ph. 
D., LL. D., president — During the year a large building for a drill-hall 
and gymnasium, 155 feet long and 50 wide, has been erected, of corru- 
gated iron. Also a new mechanical laboratory has been completed, and 
thoroughly equipped for experimenting on steam and other subjects re- 
lating to mechanical studies. Important changes have been made in 
the courses of study, all of which have been thoroughly revised and 
put in tabular form, for convenience of inspection and comparison. 
Three new courses of study have also been added, viz, a course in met- 
allurgy, a course in physics, and a coarse in philosophy. The number 
of independent courses is now ten, each of which occupies four years. 
The studies during the first year are the same in all the courses, but for 
the three remaining years they are selected for each course, and ar- 
ranged with reference to the end in view. In the professional courses 
the scientific studies generally end at the middle of the fourth year. 
The course for the last half is then made up, and is mainly devoted t& 
professional studies. It would be instructive to publish all these courses 
in full, but, in consequence of their extent, they must necessarily be 
omitted. Those desirous of examining them are respectfully referred 
to the catalogue of the institute for 1874. 

The institute has twenty professors, six assistant professors, and eight 
instructors. The number of students for the present collegiate year is 
303, 30 of whom are pursuing the course of mechanical engineering. 

Michigan State Agricultural College at Lansing^ T. C. Abbot, LL. i>., 
president. — During the year a house for the president of the college, 
two houses for professors, the three costing $G,440, a greenhouse cost- 
ing $8,000, and an apiary have been built. Three hundred and eighty- 
six volumes have been added to the library. William H. Marston has 
been elected secretary of the college ; Charles W. Garfield, M. S., fore- 
man of the gardens, and James Cassidy, gardener. Of the land granted 
by Congress, 1,879 acres have been sold this year, at an average price 
of $3.92 per acre. The fund derived from the sales of 66,478.37 acres, the 
number sold up to near the close of the present year, amounts ta 
$214,875.49, bearing interest at 7 per cent., and yielding an annual 
income of $15,041, which is applied to the support of the college.. 
The college property, according to an inventory taken for this year, is 
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valued at $231,206.66, not including the fund derived and to be derived 
from the sales of the congressional land-grant. 

The number of graduates this year Is 24 ; their average age, 22 
years and 11 months, and the average cost to each student for the 
four years' course, including traveling-expenses, clothing, and books, 
$741.43. A careful record of scholarship is preserved by marks in 
a scale from to 10. A written examination follows the completion 
of each study, and those students are recorded passed in that study 
whose examination mark equals 7, while their regular average exceeds 
5 ; or those, the sum of whose regular and examination marks equals or 
exceeds 13. Students present at less than four-fifths of the class exer- 
cises in any study, are required to pass a special and more extended ex- 
amination, with a standing at least 7. Any student may receive a 
special examination in any study, and pass upon a standing of 7 ; but 
a student absenting himself from the regular examination must pay to 
the secretary, before each special examination, a fee of 50 cents, which 
fee is devoted to the increase of the library. No student failing in two 
studies is allowed to continue in his class, nor is he allowed to take 
special studies in advance of his class till all such failures are made up. 

The college has six professors and six assistants. The number of 
students during the collegiate year is 121, namely: resident gradu- 
ates, 4; seniors, 20; juniors, 16 ; sophomores, 25 ; freshmen, 45; and spec- 
ials, 11. 

MINNESOTA. 

University of Minnesota — Colleges of Agriculture and Mechanic Arts^ ai 
Minneapolis^ 'William W. Folicellj M. A., president — In this university, 
including all the departments, there are eight professors, four assistant 
professors, and two instructors, most of whom are employed a part of 
their time in instructing students in the branches taught in the College 
of the Mechanic Arts. During the year the regular course in agricol- 
ture has been revised, and an elementary course in agriculture added, 
each of which occupies four years. Mr. Charles Y. Lacy has befen ap- 
pointed instructor in the theory and practice of agriculture, in place of 
Mr. D. P. Strange, resigned. The library has received an addition of 
3,000 volumes, and now contains 10,000 volumes. There are also be- 
longing to the college 120 cadet rifled muskets; two twelve-pounder brass 
•cannon with caissons, and about 500 models of patents received from 
the United States Patent-Office, besides geological and other collections. 
Some experiments have been conducted on the farm, which will be 
given in the annual report of the college. 

Of the land granted by Congress to the Colleges of Agriculture and 
the Mechanic Arts, under the act of July 2, 1862, 4,962 acres have been 
sold during the present year, at an average price of $5.78 per acre. The 
number remaining unsold is 50,957. The permanent productive fund 
of the university is $168,000, which will yield next year (1875) a rev- 
enue of about $10,000, and ultimately a little more than $30,000 an- 
nually. There is an annual appropriation from the State of $19,000. 

Two large buildings, the main academic building and the Agricultura 
College building, are now in course of construction, and will be com- 
pleted during 1875. The academic building, in its extreme dimensions, 
is 187 feet long, 90 wide, and 108 high to the top of the clock-tower. 
The basement contains the boiler-room, engineer's room, carpenter's 
shop, cloak-rooms, closets, and store-rooms. The first story above the 
basement is 12 feet high, and contains the regents' room, president's 
room, librarian's room, reading-room, library-room, ladies' parlor. work- 
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room of library, janitor's room, Oerman-class room, professor's stady, 
arsenal, military-science class-room, cloak-room, and room for a Yoang 
Men's Christian Association of students. The second story is 16 feet 
high in the new part and 12 in the old. It contains 6 class rooms, 
assistant librarian's room, watchman's room, physical laboratory, with 
apparatns-room attached, and drawing-room for the apartment of civil 
engineering. The third story is 16 feet high, and contains the audito- 
rinm and arsenal hall, 85 by 54 feet, three class-rooms, and two society- 
rooms. All the rooms in the building are ventilated by a main venti- 
lating-shaft 12 feet wide, 7 deep, and 90 high, which is capable of 
passing 500,000 cubic feet of air in 30 minutes. The entire building 
will be heated by Ide's patent steam-heating apparatus, the steam to be 
furnished by two boilers, each 12 feet long and 4 in diameter, with 60 
3-inch liues. Gas-pipes extend throughout the building, and there is a 
system of sewerage by which all the waste-matter is conducted away 
from the building and prevented from exerting any injurious effect upon 
the health of the occupants. 

The Agricultural College building is 146 feet long and 60 wide. The 
basement is 9 feet high, and contains a boiler-room, two cloak-rooms, 
assaying-room, store-room, workshop, and chemical laboratory. The 
first story is 14 feet high, and contains a glass plant-house, gardener's 
room, professor of agriculture's room, agricultural class room, apparatus- 
room and private laboratory, chemical apparatus room, and chemical 
laboratory. The second story is 14 feet high, and contains an industrial 
museum and lecture-hall. The building will be heated with steam, sup- 
plied with gas, ventilated, and drained in the same thorough manner 
as the academic building. The sum of $2,800 has been appropriated 
for furnishing, with apparatus, the chemical laboratory located in the 
A^cultural College building. 

The number of students in the university, includitig all the depart- 
ments, during the present collegiate year is 287 ; in the College of the 
Mechanic Arts, 4. No applications have been made for admission to the 
College of Agriculture. 

MISSISSIPPI. 

University of Mmissippi — College of Agriculture and the Mechanic ArtSy 
at Oxford^ Oen. Alexander P, Stetcart, cMncellor. — During the year Gen. 
Alexander P. Stewart has been elected chancellor of the university, in 
place of Rev. John N. Waddel, B. D., LL. D., resigned. The college 
has live professors and two adjunct professors; the university, includ- 
ing all the departments, eight professors and two adjunct professors. 
The number of adjunct professors in the university has been diminished 
from nine to two. The professorship of agricultural chemistry remains 
to be filled. Prof. George Little, Ph. D., discharged the duties of the 
professor of botany and zoology provisionally- 
More than thirty acres of the experimental farm have been under 
cultivation during the year with tilled crops. Experiments were made 
in the culture of cotton, corn, potatoes, Hungarian grass, peas, millet, 
and turnips ; but in consequence of the severe drought the results were 
unsatisfactory. The best yield of cotton did not exceed 363 pounds per 
acre, while in the previous year it was 900 pounds. Six different fertil- 
izers were used, i n equal quantities of each, consisting of superphosphate, 
Stearns's raw bone superphosphate, blood fertilizer, Cuvir's superphos- 
phate, bromophite, and cotton-seed-oil meal. The ratios of yield per 
acre were 22, 23, 31, 26, 28, and 26, respectively. Where no fertilizer 
was used, the yield was 21. 
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^According to the law of the state, one student Itom every represent- 
ative district in the several counties shall be selected by a bc^rd of 
examiners, and, besides the tuition, $100 shall be allowed to hni from 
the school-fund of the county to aid in paying his expenses at the uni- 
versity. By this provision of the law 118 students are entitled to enter 
the university on the following conditions: 1. The candidates must 
have been pupils in the free schools of the county, and the candidate's 
home must be in that county where he is examined. 2. They must be at 
least fourteen years of age, and of good moral character. 3. The $100 
will be awarded to the best answerer of questions in a competitive 
examination upon orthography, reading, penmanship, English gram- 
mar, geography, and arithmetic. 

The number of students in the university during the collegiate year 
is 208, and in the college 3. The necessarj^ expenses in this institution 
for the course of four years to students out of the State who pay tuition 
need not exceed $200 per year. To those in the State it would be less. 

Alcorn TJniv':r8iiy — Agricultural and Mechanical College^ near Rodney^ 
Rev, Hyram R. Revels, J). i>., president — The progress of this university 
has been rapid, and it has a prospect of becoming the leading institu- 
tion for colored peoi>le in that section of the country. It is situated 
near the Mississippi lliver, in Claiborne County, four and a half miles 
northeast of Rodney, and occupies the buildings formerly owned by 
Oakland College, which was, at the time of purchase, the oldest aca- 
demic institution in the state, and had been a seat of learning for more 
than thirty years. The location is high and healthy. The campus on 
which the buildings are erected is covered with beautiful groves of 
oaks and commands a charming prospect of the suiTounding country, 
which is clothed with green during the entire year. 

The university has been in operation less than three years, having 
been opened in June, 1872, during which time the debt, amounting to 
842,500, incurred by the purchase of Oakland College and other prop- 
erty connected with it, has been paid, and the buildings have been 
thoroughly repaired. The chapel is a substantial brick edifice, 112 feet 
long, 05 wide, and three stories high. It contains rooms for recitations, 
philosophical apparatus, laboratorj^, cabinet, library, and a hall suffi- 
ciently large to seat 900 persons. The literary halls, two in number, 
are elegant brick structures, each 80 feet long, 60 feet wide, two 
stories high, and well adapted to literary exercises. The lower room in 
each of these buildings is furnished with handsome book-cases, and 
their upper stories are fitted up for society-halls. The boarding-house 
is a large twostory frame-building, having a basement which contains 
.a dining-hall capable of seating 200 students, a store-room and a pantry. 
To this building a commodious kitchen, (with a fine cooking-range,) and 
a capacious wash-room are attached, in connection with the rooms named. 
The upper rooms of the boarding-house are devoted to the superin- 
tendent and his family, and also furnish rooms for the employes of the 
institution. There are three two-story brick dormitories, each 48 feet 
long and 45 feet wide, and, taken collectively, of sufficient capacity to 
accommodate 96 students. They are comparatively new, and have 
slated roofs and hard-finished ceilings. All the rooms of the dormito- 
ries are furnished with new bedsteads and comfortable bedding, and 
contain grates, tables, wash-stands, and chairs. The president's house 
is a two-story frame-building with basement, is painted white, and com- 
fortably furnished. There are also several frame-cottages, which are 
commodious and comfortable, and devoted to the use of the professors 
and their families. 
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Daring the thirty years of its success, Oakland College accnmulated 
a floe library of several thousand choice volumes, and also a very com- 
plete collection of specimens in natural history, geology, mineralogy, 
and botany. When the college was purchased, the library and these 
valuable collections \7ere left in the possession of the university. Per- 
mission has been given to the university to use them, and they are now 
employed in instructing the students in the diflferent branches of study 
which they are intended to illustrate. The farm has been increased 
from 200 acres to 295 and much improved. The land is diversified, is of 
more than average richness, and well adapted to general cultivation 
and experimental purposes. There are twenty-five to thirty acres of 
rich bottom which can be irrigated at all seasons from an elevated lake 
or pond near by. 

The university has three profeasors, two tutors, two instructors, and 
one teacher. The number of students in the university, including all 
the departments, during the present collegiate year, is 170. 

MISSOURI. 

University of the State of Missouri — Agricultural and Mechanical College^ 
at Columbia, Daniel Bead, LL, B., 'president of the university and college, — 
George C. Swallow, M. D., LL. D., is dean of this college and professor 
of agriculture, geology, and botany. The university, including all the de- 
]iartments, has sixteen professors, seven assistants, and seven lecturers. 
During the year the new chemical laboratory has been put into practical 
operation. Large additions have been made to the chemical and other ap- 
paratus, and the laboratory is now so thoroughly equipped that instruc- 
tion can be given in the most exact analysis of soils, minerals, waters, ores, 
and vegetable substances. The apparatus, taken as a whole, for illustra- 
ting chemistry, physics, &c., is so extensive and complete that it is hardly 
surpassed by any collection of the kind in the United States. Among the 
recent purchases the following may be named: The inductive coil, 
one of the largest made; Holtz machine, llitcbie's patent ; air-pump, 
Kitchie's patent; magnesian stereopticon, for projecting figures on a 
screen ] several hundred exquisitely painted figures for illustrating 
physics, anatomy, physiology, mineralogy, &c., to be used with the 
stereopticon : Browning's large model spectroscope, made on the prin- 
ciple of the Gassiot instrument ; spectrum apparatus for the microscope, 
by Messrs. Browning and Sorby ; Browning's large automatic electric 
lamp and regulator ; Browning's new spark-condenser : a complete set 
of apparatus for illustrating wave-motion ; a large number of automat- 
ical models of natural size, exhibiting every part of the human body, 
accucate in form and color, for illustrating anatomy and physiology ; 
and more than fifty pieces of apparatus for illustrating heat, light, and 
electricity. 

Lectures are given each day on the practical application of science to 
agriculture. Botany is taught by recitations and lectures, illustrated 
by specimens of living and dried plants, by paintings and drawings 
which show the form and structure of their various organs. A part of 
nearly every lecture is devoted to plant-analysis. A monthly paper has 
been established which is edited and published by the students. It is 
designed as a record of the aflFairs of the university, for the publication 
of literary, educational, and philosophical articles of general interest, 
and for improvement in literary composition. The library of the uni- 
versity, to which the students of the college have access, now contains 
5,000 volumes. The annual appropriation for its increase U ^/rr^A^^ 
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There is also a reading room in which a large nnmber of the leading news- 
papers and the home and foreign periodicals may be found. Of the 
330,000 acres of land granted by Congress under the act of July 2, 1SG2^ 
for the benefit of industrial colleges, only 1,401 acres have been sold. 
The average price per acre was 81.84. The number of acres remaining 
unsold is 238,467. 

The number of students in the university, including all the depart- 
ments, during the present year is 553, 60 more than last year. 

Missouri School of Mines and. Metallurgy^ {a department of the preceding 
university i) at Rolla, Daniel Beady LL. 2)., president of the ^cAooL— Charles 
P. Williams, Ph. D., is director of this school and professor of analytical 
chemistry and metallurgy. It has five professors and two assistants. 
Some changes have been made in the faculty during the year. C. Santis 
has been elected professor of pure mathematics, and two assistants have 
been employed, Peter E. Blow in analytical chemistry, and A. W. Hare 
in mathematics. Surveying and other apparatus has been purchased to 
the amount of $2,500, and about $500 have been expended for additions 
to the library. The apparatus is very complete, and, with the library, 
is valued at $16,000. It is the intention of the curators of the school to 
add a second year to the course of study of the preparatory department, 
for the convenience of those not desirous of taking a full professional 
course. An evening course of lectures is also delivered on anatomy, 
physiology, and hygiene during the winter semester, and is open to all 
students. These lectures are fully illustrated by preparations, diagrams, 
and other apparatus. In the department of metallurgy full cognizance 
is taken of the peculiar economic conditions surrounding metallurgical 
industry in this country, and special reference is also had to the staple 
metallic products of Missouri, as iron, lead, and zinc Studies are made 
of local iron-establishments, and excursions are undertaken to other iron- 
works^ as well as to those at which lead and zinc ores are practically 
treated. 

The fees for instruction are $10 as an annual entrance fee, and an 
assessment of $5 per semester for incidentals and use of library ; also 
$5 before graduation for a diploma, and $1 for a certificate of proficiency. 
Good board can be obtained for $3.50 to $4 per week. The number of 
students In attendance during the present collegiate year is 107, 32 rnor^ 
than last year. 

NEBRASKA. 

University of Nebraslca — College of Agriculture^ at Lincoln^ AlUn R. 
Benton, LL. !>., chancellor, — None of the land granted by Congress 
under the act of July 2, 1862, has been sold, but the subject of sale is 
under consideration, and measures will probably be soon taken to dispose 
of a part of it, and to lease other portions to private individuals for a 
term of years. During the year a new farm of 320 acres has been pur* 
chased for $17,500. The old one, which was found to be unsuitable for 
experimental purposes, will be sold, and the money used in payment of 
the present purchase. Important improvements have been made on the 
farm during the year, and new farm-implements and choice breeds of 
stock purchased, the whole amounting to $6,800. Fifty-three acres have 
been under cultivation with tilled crops, 20 acres of which were in wheats 
24 in com, 6 in oats, and 3 in other crops. Six acres, which were sown 
with Mediterranean wheat, yielded 101 bushels of superior quality, or 
about 17 bushels per acre. It sold at an average price of 15 cents above 
that of common wheat, and the fiour was not inferior to winter-wheat 
It is the intention of the college to cultivate only the best varieties of 
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wheat and other plains, and to sell them to the farmers of the State for 
seed, thns affording a profit to the college and at the same time aiding 
the farmers. Osborn's seed-cleaner is now used on the experimental 
farm. It is said to do excellent work, and to be as nearly perfect in its 
kind as anything can well be. The leading topics which will be made 
snbjects for future experiments on the farm are, the best method of cul- 
tivating the ordinary grains and testing new varieties of the same, the de- 
termination of the fitness of new kinds of fruits and vegetables for the 
soil and climate of the State, the cultivation of the tame grasses, and 
the breeding of stock, especially hogs and cattle. 

During the college-vacation in the winter theprofessorofagricultureheld 
farmers' institutes in four counties of the state. They were well attended 
and ^ave excellent satisfaction. The day-sessions were occupied in dis- 
cussions on practical tann-work, and the evenings in reading essays and 
delivering lectures. The lectures and essays were contributed by the 
chancellor alid professors of the university, and other distinguished ag- 
riculturists and scholars of the State, w hose names may be found in the 
chancellor's report to the board of trustees for 1874. Besides the farmers' 
institutes, the professor attended six teachers' institutes, and spoke at 
each of them at least one evening on the claims of agricultural educa- 
tion, and in relation to the work of the college. During the same vaca- 
tion he was employed three or four weeks as instructor in the teachers' 
institutes held throughout the State, and used his pen constantly during 
the year in discussing agricultural topics in the newspapers of the SState. 

There are three professors and one assistant in the College of Agri- 
culture, and in the university, including all the departments, seven 
professors and one assistant. The course of study in the college has 
been changed from four years to three. The number of students in the 
university during the collegiate year is 100, 12 of whom are in the College 
of Agriculture. There was a graduating-class of six students, who re- 
ceived the degree of bachelor of science. 

NEVADA. 

This State has not as yet established* an agricultural and mechanical 
college, nor has any part of the 90,000 acres of land granted by Con- 
gress for that purpose, under the act of July 2, 1862, been sold. It is 
the intention of the State, however, to make this land available, by sale 
or otherwise, at an early date, for the support of a college such as was 
contemplated by the National Government in making the endowment. 
It has established a university called the '* State University of Nevada," 
Congress having^ granted seventy-two sections or 46,080 acres of land 
for that purpose. This grant is distinct from that made for the endow- 
ment of an agricultural and mechanical college. The university was 
located in 1873 at Elko, in Elko County, and one department, called the 
" preparatory department," is now in operation under the direction of 
Mr. D, K. Sessions as principal, who is the only teacher at present em- 
ployed. The trustees will open other departments as soon as the means 
can be furnished, and the agricultural and mechanical college will prob- 
ably be one of them. 

NEW HAMPSHIBE. 

Dartmouth College — New Hampshire College of Agriculture and the 
Mechanic ArfSj at Hanover^ Rev. Asa D. Smith, D. D., LL, J)., presi- 
dent — The College of Agriculture and the Mechanic Arts has ten profes- 
sors, two instructors, and one tutor; the parent college, inclpding aU 
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the departments, twenty-six professors, six instractors, two tutors, and 
one lecturer. The faculty of the former has been increased during the 
year by the appointment of William Thayer Smith, A. M., instructor in 
natural history, and Thomas W. D. Worthen, A. B., instructor in mathe- 
matics. 

Gonant Hall has been completed, and the boarding establishment con- 
nected with it for the accommodation of the students of the college is io 
successful operation, furnishing excellent board for 100 to 150 young 
men at the moderate price of $3.25 per week. A large proportion of 
the meat, vegetables, and milk used in the establishment is supplied from 
the farm^ and is mostly the result of the labor of the students. The 
manual-labor system still continues to work with admirable success. 
The students from the various departments of the college w6rk on the 
farm, saw wood, cook, wait upon the table, and do all kinds of me- 
chanical work which is furnished them, such as repairing buildings, 
farm-implements, &c., so eager are they to earn all they can to aid in 
defraying the expenses of their college course. 

The number of students in the College of Agriculture and the Me- 
chanic Arts during the present collegiate year is 33, 11 more than the 
previous year ; in the parent college, including all the departments, 420. 

NSW JERSEY. 

Rutgers College — Rutgers Scientific Schoolj at New Brunstoick, Rev, 
William H. Campbell^ D. D., LL, D., president — The Scientific School 
has ten professors, and the college, including all the departments, has 
thirteen professors and one adjunct professor. Professor Cook has 
made some interesting analyses of greensands and marls taken from 
eight different beds in New Jersey, and given their fertilizing and other 
elements in a tabulated form. They are found to be rich in phosphoric 
acid 9,nd potash, the former ranging from 1.14 to 4.67 per cent., and the 
latter from 3.65 to, 6.46 per cent. They surpass leached ashes in valae, 
which, according to Professor S. W. Johnson's analyses, are worth at 
most $5.25 per ton as estimated by their chemical elements ; while the 
greensand marls range in value, a« computed from their phosphoric acid 
and potash only, from $3.50 to $8.50 per ton. Six specimens of muck 
were also analyzed, and ^^ yielded an average of one-fourth per cent of 
the elements of ammonia,'' and these elements would have the value of 
$7 per ton if they had been in a condition for plant-food ; but as they were 
not, the value of the muck was but small. If composted with barn-yard 
manure, lime, or ashes the muck may be made by this process equal in 
value to the same quantity of the best stable-manure. Experiments 
were made in the culture of two and four one-hundredths acres of Fultz 
wheat, manured with 800 pounds of Whann's superphosphate, and the 
yield was 73 bushels, or about 36 bushels per acre. Professor Cook says 
that the whole matter of soils, their adaptation to particular crops, and 
the peculiar fertilizers each needs, should be continually studied and im- 
proved. Soils on granite, limestone, slate, sandstone and shale, trap, 
clay, marl, drift, and alluvium difiEer from one another, and to farm them 
intelligently and profitably they must be studied in the laboratory and 
the field. The expense for manures on some of them is much more than 
on others, while the cost of tillage may be much less. 

The number of students in the Scientific School during the present 
collegiate year is 62, 15 of whom are pursuing agricultural studies. In 
the university, including all the departments, the number i!s 188. 



Digitized by LjOOQIC 



PROGBESS OF INDUSTRIAL EDUCATION. 339 

NEW YORK. 

Cornell University — Colleges of Agriculture and the Mechanic Arts, at 
Ithaca^ Andreic 2>. White^ LL. 2>., president — ^The College of Agricnl- 
tare and the Sibley College of the Mechanic Arts have fourteen pro- 
fessors, and the nniversit^, including all the departments, has thirty 
professors, nine assistant professors, and ten instructors, making the 
entire flEiculty forty-nine. William B. L^zenby, Ag. B., has been ap- 
pointed instructor in horticulture, and superintendent of the botanical 
and general garden. A change has been made in the agricultural 
course of study, by which the French language has been omitted. A 
tenant-house and tool* building have been built, and the new barn 
which was erected last year has been completed. The farm has been 
considerably improved by building new fences, removing stones, 
and the enrichment of the land' by the application of commercial fer- 
tilizers, and other manures. Professor I. P. Boberts has conducted im- 
portant experiments, with his usual care, in the culture of corn, having 
special reference to th^ fertilizers used and the number of stalks to be 
grown in a hill ; of potatoes, with different fertilizers ; and of oats sown 
in drills and broadcast. He has also made experiments with seeds re- 
ceived from the Department of Agriculture, consisting of Probestier 
and Chevalier barley ; Early Fellow, Houghton, Potato, and Whito 
Scbonen oats. An abstract of these experiments, with their results, may 
be found in this report, in the article entitled "Farm -experiments." Pro- 
fessior 6. G. Caldwell has analyzed specimens of Balston's, Woodford & 
Chamberlain's, and Phillips's improved phosphate of lime; Fostertown 
and S. Branch, Creamridge, and 8quankum and Freehold marl, and given 
the quantities of their fertilizing elements. 

The number of students in the Colleges of Agriculture and the Me- 
chanic Arts, during the present year, is 66, 17 of whom are pursuing 
agricultural and 49 mechanical studies. The number in the university, 
including all the departments, is 521. All tne students not pursuing 
the regular course of civil enginering, give some attention to agricul- 
tural and mechanical studies. 

NOBTH CAROLINA. 

Uniffersity of North Carolina — College of Agriculture and the Mechanic 
Arts, at Chapel HUlj Rev. Solomon Pool^ D. !>., president. — Contrary to 
the expectations of the trustees this university has not resumed its ex- 
ercises, which have been suspended for the last three years. The Col- 
lege of Agriculture and the Mechanic Arts, therefore, remains in the 
same condition as at the time of the closing of the university, it a;'- 
{lears to be entirely uncertain when the people will be able to receive 
the important benefits intended to be conferred by Congress on the 
state in making the liberal endowment of land-scrip for the establish- 
ment of the college. The present amount of the invested fund is 
$125,090. The sum for which the land-scrip was sold is $135,000^ 

OHIO. 

Ohio Agricultural and Mechanical College, at Columbus, Edward Orton^ 
A. M.J president — During the year the faculty of this college has been 
increased by the addition of Albert H. Tnttle, M. 8., professor of zoology 
and comparative anatomy ; William Colvin, A. M., professor of political 
economy ; and Thomas Matthew, instructor in firee-hand and mechanical 
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drawiug. There are nine professors and one instructor connected with 
the college. The main college-edifice is now completed, and the exer- 
cises in the different branches of study are in fall operation. Two 
boarding-houses have been erected, one about a year ago and the other 
during the present year. The former is a three-story brick building, 
which cost $30,000, and is capable of accommodating seventy students. 
It is heated with furnaces and supplied with gas, bath-rooms, &c. The 
latter is constructed of the same material, is two stories high, and con- 
tains twelve rooms. It is designed as a dub boarding-house, and cost 
$5,000. 

The farm has been considerably improved daring the year, and the 
following crops have been raised : One thousand two hundred and sev- 
enty-two bushels of corn, 179 of wheat, 166 of oats, 84 of barley, and 
100 tons of hay. Twelve steer's and the same number of hogs have been 
fattened and sold. The students of the college have been employed, as 
far as was practicable, in laboring on the farm and improving the col- 
lege-grounds, for which they have received $1.50 for a full day's work. 
The som paid them during the year for labor is $485.39. It is the inten- 
tion of the college to carry on farmintr much more extensively next year 
than it has during the present. It will be adopted as a rule to give the 
students all the work they desire to perform, without interfering with 
their progress in their studies. 

The number of students in attendance during the present collegiate 
year is 50, 40 of whom are pursuing agricultural and mechanical studies. 

OREGON. 

Corvallis College — State Agricultural College^ at CorvalliSy B. L, Arnold^ 
A. M.J president — There are four professors and two assistants in Cor- 
vallis College, all of whom, except the two assistants, are also employed 
in the Agricultural Oollege. The parent institution embraces two gen- 
eral departments : 1. A literary department; 2. A scientific department. 
The literary department comprehends, (1) a school of ancient languages, 
(2) a school of modern languages, and (3) a school of history and liter- 
ature. The scientific department comprehends, (1) a school of mathe- 
matics, (2) a school of engineering, (3) a school of practical mechanics 
and technology, <4) a school of physical science, including chemistry, 
natural philosophy, biology, and agriculture; and (5) a school of moral 
science. The school of mathematics, the schools of languages, the 
school of physical science, and the school of moral science are now in 
active operation, and the other schools will be opened as soon as the 
funds of the college will admit. 

Special attention is given to agricultural chemistry as being the only 
foundation of scientific agriculture. The studeut begins with the an- 
alysis of soils and rocks, and then proceeds to the analysis of fertilizers 
and farm-products, such as food, wool, and beverages. The qualitative 
analysis of the metals, the general methods of preparing soils, the sub- 
ject of fertilizers and drainage, and the nature and constitution of plants 
are also studied. Specimens of the soil of the state, called " white 
soil," have been analyzed by the chemist gf the college with special ref- 
erence to its fitness for wheat-production, to which the State appears 
to be especially adapted. It is found to contain silica, sulphuric acid, 
phosphoric acid, potash, soda, lime, oxide of iron, alumina, magnesia^ 
and a trace of magnetic oxide. All the elements of successful culture 
of wheat are shown to be present in the soil in liberal quantity, except 
sulphuric acid, which may be easily supplied by the use of gypsam* 
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Ad exi)eriment has beeu made in the calture of wheat on the '' whfte 
soil ^ of the college-farm, by using different fertilizers, with the follow- 
ing ratios of yield: Superphosphate yielded lOJ; fresh horse-manure, 
8; burnt bones, pulverized, 9; spent ashes treated with sulphuric acid, 
11; sulphate of lime, 12 ; fresh ashes treated with sulphuric acid, 11 J ; 
air-slaked lime, 8; human urine, 9; spent ashes, 8Jj fresh ashes, 9J. 
The largest yield was from the use of sulphate of lime, (gypsum,) which, 
according to the analysis of the chemist, was wanting in the soil, thus 
showing the importance of a thorough knowledge of the elements of 
the soil cultivated. 

The number of students in the parent college, including all the de- 
partments, for the present collegiate year is 156 ; in the Agricultural 
College, 40. Sixty-four students have been enrolled in the military 
cla^, and received a regular drill in military tactics. 

PENNSYLVANIA. 

Pe^niisylvania State College^ Centre County^ Rev. James Calder^ J>. i>., 
president — The court of Centre County, at it« January term of the 
present year, changed the name of this institution from the Agricultural 
College of Pennsylvania to the Pennsylvania State College. This 
change was made because the former name was not sufficiently compre- 
hensive to express the design of the college, which was, according to the 
act of Congress granting the endowment, not only to give instruction in 
agriculture, but also in the mechanic arts, military tactics, and the lan- 
guages, if desired. The courses of study and the practical working of 
the institution remain the same as before the change. The college has 
six professors, one assistant professor, and two instructors. Although 
there are three Qourses of study in the college, yet the students in the 
freshman classes of all these courses are required to study agriculture, and 
al! the students below the junior class are required to practice it. 

Three large laboratories, with all the necessary appliances, are provided 
for students, and a fourth for the use of the professor of chemistry. 
These rooms will accommodate about eighty students. On entering the 
laboratory, students first study the simplest principles of analysis, ac- 
quire the use of the blow-pipe, and learn to handle apparatus. In the 
higher classes they make complete analyses of the different materials pre- 
sented to them, first having to determine the quality of the ingredients, 
and their respective quantities. To each student is given, as far as 
practicable, a course of work most applicable to his intended pursuit in 
life. All the chemical work performed in the laboratory is accompanied 
by lectures exphiiuing the theory of analysis, reactions involved, &c. 
To meet the wants of technical students, a series of lectures on technical 
cbemiatry has been introduced into the scientific course. Students in 
this course make extended excursions to manufactories and technical 
works located in the vicinity of the college, as the Oak Hall woolen 
factory, Bellefonte water-works, gas-works, glass-works, steam planing- 
mills, steam flouring-mills, paper-mills, car-works, smeltingfurnaces, 
forges, founderies, steel and wire works, and the Snow-Shoe coal-mines. 
The geological collection made by Professor Bogers during the geologi- 
cal survey of the state affords rare facilities for acquiring a thorough 
knowledge of the geology of Pennsylvania. In addition to this, oppor- 
tunities are offered for studying may specimens in situ in the neighboring 
monntains and valleys. ' 

Various experiments have been made on the experimental farms, which 
havedeveloped interesting results, but none of them ar^ ^fe^^^ sufficiently 
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matared to establish with certainty any new principles. The college 
garden contains about six acres of excellent land, which has all been 
sabsoiled or trenched, well limed and manured, and is now highly pro- 
ductive. It is well stocked with the best varieties of currants, goose- 
berries, strawberries, and cherries in great abundanoe. The apple- 
orchard contains twelve acres of choice varieties which are just coming 
into bearing. 

The number of students in the college during the present collegiate 
year is 149, 17 of whom are ladies. 

Broum University — Agricultural and MecJuinical Department^ at Prori- 
d€7ice. Rev. E. O.Bohinson^ D. D., LL.D.j president. — The Agricultaral 
and Mechanical Department of this university has eleven professors 
and two instructors; and the university, including all the departments, 
eleven professors and four instructors. The addition recommended last 
year by the trustees to be made to Rhode Island Hall is nearly com- 
pleted, and will largely increase the facilities for college-work. It con- 
tains an apparatus-room, work-room, photographing-room, and an ex- 
perimental laboratory, besides adding largely to the capacity of the 
museum of natural history. It is substantially built, well lighted, and 
presents a fine architectural appearance. 

The course of study of the Agricultural and Mechanical Department 
is included in the <^ courses of instruction for the degree of bachelor of 
philosophy," and occupies three years. Agriculture is also taught by 
lectures, given by the professor of agriculture, J. W. P. Jenks, A. M. 
Professor Jenks has devoted a large portion of his time during the year 
to classifying and labeling the numerous specimens collected for the 
museum of natural history. Every department has been eDricbed, 
either Jby contributions or exchanges, particularly the conchological. 
entomological, miueralogical, geological, botanical, and nnmismatical. 
The additions in conchology number 2,588 specimens ; in entomology, 
207, illustrating the insects of Bhode Island, besides 51 family types 
of coleoptera ; in mineralogy, 240; in geology,. 403; in botany, 200; in 
numismatology, 174, with some hundreds of miscellaneous spedinens. 
The insect-cases have been duplicated. Including the assistance ren- 
dered by students and others, more than a year's labor of one individual 
has been bestowed on the museum the present year. 

The agricultural state- scholarships now number thirty-five, and the 
beneficiaries have been duly assigned by the committee authorized to 
make the appointments. The annual income from each of these scbolnr- 
ships is $100. According to a statute passed by the general assembly 
of Ehode Island March 7, 1873, the names of all the candidates for 
state scholarships in Brown University shall be "proposed'' by "the 
senators and representatives of the several cities and towns in general 
committee," and the beneficiaries shall consist of those " who shall not 
have the means of procuring an education for themselves." Accordiug 
to the same statute, the governor, the secretary of state, and the presi- 
dent of the university " shall select from the persons so propounded or 
nominated in grand committee such of them as are eligible candidates 
for existing vacancies." There are about one hundred scholarships in 
the university, including those of the Agricultural and Mechanical De- 
partment. They vary in their value and the income yielded. The sum 
fixed for each, except the state scholarships, is $1,000, and the income 
$60, although some of them are much larger and yield more. Some 
individuals have given $4,000 and $5,000 respectively. Mr. John Car- 
ter Brown, of Providence, son of Mr. JNicholas Brown, from whom the 
university derived its name, bequeathed at his death, which occurred 
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daring the present year, $50,000, to aid in erecting a fire-proof bnilding 
for the university library, and also gave a lot on which to build the 
same. He had previously given $20,000 for the same purpose, so that 
the university has now $70,000 secured for the object specified. The 
students of the Agricultural and Mechanical Department will share the 
benefit of these donations, as they use the library in common with the 
.other students of the university. It now contains more than 40,000 
choice and carefully-selected volumes in the different departments of 
literature and science. 

The expenses per year at this institution, exclusive of board, are $102. 
Board may be obtained for $3.25 to $5 per week. The number of stu- 
dents in the Agricultural and Mechanical Department during the present 
collegiate year is 35, all of whom are pursuing agricultural or mechan- 
ical studies. The number in the university, including all the depart- 
ments, is 253. 

SOUTH OABOLINA. 

Olaflin Univeraity^-^South Carolina Agricultural (lollege and Mechanics 
Institute^ at Orangeburg, Rev. A. Webster, D. D., president, — No full re- 
port of this college for the present year has been received by the De- 
partment We have only been able to learn that the state bonds in 
which the proceeds from the sale of the congressional land-scrip were 
invested have not yet been transferred to the trustees of the college, 
and that only the snm of $6,836 of the interest due on them has been 
paid. 

TENNESSEE. 

East Tennessee University — Tennessee Agricultural College, at Knox- 
viUe, Rev. Thonias W. Humes, S. T. D., president. — The Agricultural Col- 
lege has nine professors and three instructors, and the university, in- 
cluding all the departments, nine professors ahd nine instructors. Dur- 
ing the present year the courses of study in the college have been 
changed, for the purpose of making them alike for both agricultural and 
mechanical students in the freshmen and sophomore years. The law of 
the State has been so amended that each t;onnty is no longer entitled 
to send three students to college without charge for tuition ; but each 
State senator may send two, and each state representative three. 
Forty-two counties of the state are now represented in the collegiate 
department of the university by 213 students thus appointed. The stu- 
dents are organized into a battalion, and are required to perform mili- 
tary drill daily, under the direction of the professor of military tactics. 
A uniform of fixed pattern is worn. Two hundred cadet-musketiS, with 
accoulerments, and two field-pieces, with equipments, have been fur- 
nished by the United States Oovernment to the college for the use of 
students. 

A new laboratory building, connected with the college edifice, ha^ been 
erected. It is 51 feet long and 36 wide, and contains a chemical labo- 
ratory-room, 25 by 36 feet, a lecture-room 14 by 16 feet, a balance-room, 
and a storeroom, each of which is 12 by 15 feet. There are also several 
smaller rooms for dormitories, which will accommodate forty to fifty 
students. It is well equipped with apparatus of the best quality, and 
has a large supply of chemical re-agents. Among the apparatus are 
two analytical balances, a Hofman combustible-furnace for organic 
analysis, graduated jars, and all the other apparatus found in the best 
laboratories in the country. It will be increased yearly by an appro- 
priation made for the purpose. The bnilding is furnished with a liberal 
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supply of water, and will be well lighted with gas. The college library 
is open to all students free of charge. The cabinets of geology, min- 
eralogy, and zoology are constantly increasing. A callectiou of 700 
models of machinery has been recently received from the' Government 
Patent Office, and is now open to the inspection of students. The 
extensive private collections of Professor Bradley are also freely devoted 
to the use of the college. 

All able-bodied students are now required to perform a small amount 
of labor on the farm, and those who wish to do more than the amount 
required are, to a limited extent, furnished by the college with work, for 
which they are paid a price varying with the kind and amount per- 
formed. 

• The number of students in the university, including all the depart- 
ments, during the present collegiate year, is 317, and in the college 85, 
all of whom are pursuing agricultural or mechanical studies. 

TEXAS. 

Agricultural muL Mechanical College of Texas^ at Bryan. — ^The legisla- 
ture of the state, at its last session, made an appropriation for com- 
pleting the college building, and erecting a boiirding-hall, professors' 
residences, and a barn; and also for grading the college grounds and 
ornamenting them with trees and shrubbery. About $100,000 have 
already been expended in erecting the college building, which is now 
nearly completed. It is a large and elegant brick edifice, and well 
adapted to the purposes for which it is designed. A board of directors 
has been chosen, and is now engaged in preparing a plan for the organ- 
ization and administration of the college. The professors will be ap- 
pointed immediately, and it is expected that the college will be opened 
and in full operation by the Ist of September, 1875. 

VERMONT. 

University of Vermont and State Agricultural College^ at Burlington^ 
Matthew H. Buckham^ A. Jl/., president, — This institution has eighteen 
professors and three assista.nt professors ; seven of these professors are 
employed in the State Agricultural College, which is a department of the 
institution. Arrangements have been made for a winter course of let- 
tures for farmers, to commence February 2, 1875, and to continue foar 
weeks. The lectures will be as simple and practical as the subject will 
admit, and be illustrated by experiments, models, specimens, and the 
blackboard. Their object will be, not to exhaust the subjects of which 
they treat, but to stimulate and direct private study, and prepare the 
way for more intelligent work on the farm. They will embrace the sab- 
ject ot rocks and soils, fertilizers, and exhaustion of soils, fallowing, ro- 
tation, the principles of fertilization, commercial fertilizers, nutrition of 
plants and animals — twenty lectures; grasses and forage-plants, forests 
and forest-trees, formation and use of peat and muck, birds and insects 
useful and hurtful, farm-animals, and principles of stock-breeding- 
twenty lectures ; fruits and fruit-culture, especially as adapted to the 
climate of Vermont, hybridization, budding, and grafting — ten lectures; 
drainage, road-making, and bridge-building — five lectures ; reading, 
writing, and speaking — five lectures ; farm-accounts and rural law. The 
fee for the course is $10; board, including fuel and lights, is $5 per 
week. 

It is in contemplation by the trustees of the institution to appoint a 
professor for the Agricultural College at the earliest opportunity, who 

Digitized by LjOOQIC 



PROGRESS OP afDUSTBIAL EDUCATION. 345 

may be able to devote his whole time to instractioQ and investigation in 
this department The department of chemistry is thoroaghly equipped 
for work in all the branches relating to this sabject. The laboratory is 
ample, and is claimed to be unsurpassed in completeness by any in the 
United States. The same facilities are offered for pursuing chemical 
studies as at Harvard or Tale. The full course in chemistry occupies 
four years, embracing all the kindred studies relating to agriculture and 
other subjects, and combining a large amount of laboratory practice with 
study of text-books. The college-grounds have been thoroughly under- 
drained, graded, and planted with 'trees, the level portion of which 
makes a convenient and beautiful parade-ground. Extensive improve- 
ments of the college-park are in progress, and a handsome fountain, the 
gift of Mr. John P. Howard, will soon be erected. One thousand three 
hundred and fifty-three bound books have been added to the library, 
which now contains 15,524 volumes, exclusive of pamphlets. The col- 
lections of the museum have been increased by the addition of valuable 
sets of rocks and fossils from the Yellowstone region, given by the 
Smithsonian Institution; and many interesting specimens have also 
been presented by the students and friends of the university. The in- 
come of the University and State Agricultural College during the pres- 
ent year is $19,342.67, $8,130 of which were derived from the Agricul- 
tural College fund, $5,002.15 from rents, $2,504.01 from other funds, 
and $3,706.51 from tuition of students. 

All male students are required to take part in military drill about two 
hours weekly during the summer and fall terms, under a military pro- 
lessor detailed by the War Department of the United States for that 
purpose. Military instruction is also given during the winter by lec- 
tures and in other ways. The United States Government has loaned to 
the college one hundred stand of Springfield breech-loading muskets, 
and all the necessary accouterments for officers. A simple and cheap 
uniform, consisting of a blouse, cap, and gloves, and costing about $5, 
is worn during drill. The number of students in the university and 
college during the collegiate year is 138, 25 of whom pursue agricul- 
tural and mechanical studies. 

VIRGINIA. 

Virginia Agricultural and Mechanical Collegeyat BlacJcsburgh, Charles L. 
C. Minor^ if. A., president — During the year the trustees of the college 
have built a work-shop 60 feet long, 30 feet wide, and two stories high ; 
two one-story boarding-houses for students, one 16 by 20 feet, and the 
other 16 by 24 feet, each with a dining-hall, kitchen, and store-room ) 
and a dormitory-building 16 by 16 feet and one story high. They have 
also purchased, with money contributed by Montgomery County, a lot 
of land with a cheap house upon it, which one of the professors has fit- 
ted up into a modest residence for himself and family ; also two other 
lots with houses which, altly:)ugh in poor condition, will be used for 
boarding-houses and dormitories till replaced by better structures. From 
the same county-fund 80 acres of good land adjoining the present 
farm have been purchased, increasing its size to 324 acres. The general 
assembly of the state, at its last session, appropriated $45,000 for build- 
ings, and contracts have just been closed for the immediate construction 
ot two large college edifices and two professors' houses. One thousand 
three hundred and fifty dollars have also been expended for the purchase 
of books and apparatus, and $880 for equipment of the farm. 

Two varieties of wheat, the Fultz and the White Blue-stem, were cul- 
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tivated on tbc farm, and yielded more than 20 bushels of superb quality 
of wheat per acre. The fertilizers employed were the Southern Fer- 
tilizing Company's, the Patapsco Ouano, and the Farmers' Excelsior. 
Two hundred pounds per acre of these fertilizers were used on different 
portions of the field, and experiments showed that the yield of wheat 
was more than doubled by their use ; also that, for the varieties of wheat 
named and the soil employed, one bushel of seed "per acre is the be«t 
quantity. One-half bushel yielded less than one bushel, and one bushel 
and a half less than either, and two bushels least of all. The com was 
fertilized with barn-yard manure, and yielded sixty bushels per acre. The 
cattle which were grazed on the farm were sold at the highest market- 
prices, and the profit realized on the sales was within a fraction of KK) 
per cent. A considerable income was also derived from rental of pastur- 
age of stock for other persons. 

No student is exempt, except for physical disability, from a regular 
turn at manual labor. Labor intended for purposes of instruction is 
not paid for, but most of the other work is done volunthrily for pay. 
All the current repairs are made by the students, and too small houses 
are now in course of construction by them. More than half the work 
done on the farm during the crop-season, besides that performed by the 
regular unpaid details, has been done by students, and is paid for at 
a price per day or hour, varying with the strength and industry of the 
student, according to the discretion of the farm manager. This money 
goes to the neediest as well as to the most energetic young men, meet- 
ing in a few instances all their expenses, and in many cases giving them 
assistance without which they could not remain at college. Students 
from the cities, whose circumstances have removed them from any ei- 
])erience in manual labor, whose means are sufficient to relieve them 
from the necessity of it, not unfrequently seek employment on the farm 
to make money, so entirely has the public opinion of -the college over- 
come any false shame about hand-work. The cost to the student for 
living at the college varies from $6.60 per month, room-rent free, to 815 
per month for furnished room and table-board. 

The college has 6 professors and a farm manager. The number of 
students in attendance for the collegiate year is 197, an increase of 65 
over the preceding year. 

Hampton Nortnal and Agricultural Inatitutej at Hampton^ Oenerd 
Samuel G. Armstrong^ president — ^There are in all the departments 
of this institute 17 teachers, 6 gentlemen and 11 ladies. ^* Virginia 
Hall," which is designed for young women, is nearly completed. 
The material of the building is red brick, the color being relieved 
by lines and cappings of black. It measures 190 fact iu front by 40 
in width, and has a wing running 100 feet in the rear. It contains a 
chapel with a capacity for seating 400 persons, an industrial room for 
the manufacture of clothing and for instruction in sewing in all its 
branches, a dining-hall capable of accommodating 276 boarders, a large 
laundry and kitchen, accommodations for 12 teachers, sleeping-rooms 
for 150 girls, a printing-office, and a workshop. An engraving of the 
edifice may be seen on the opposite page. A large portion of the money 
employed iu erecting the building has been furnished by the " Hampton 
Students,'' who collected it by giving musical concerts in different sec- 
tions of the country. 

During the year 60 acres have been cultivated with corn, 20 with wheat, 
26 with oats, 12 with clover, 7 with early potatoes, 3 J with sweet potatoes, 
3 with asparagus, 6 with corn-fodder, 4 with late Irish potatoes, and 1 
with carrots. The number of trees iu some of the orchards has been 
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considerably increased since tbe last year. The peach -orchard contains 
800 trees, the pear 700, the apple 500, the cherry 400, the quince 150, 
the plum 50, and the vineyard 150 grape-vines. Two crops of corn-fodder 
are raised each year, and 30 tons of clover have been cnt. It has been 
found profitable to raise more feed and to keep more stock, thus increas- 
ing the quantity of manure every year. Owing to adulteration, the use 
of guano will be discontinued, and more reliance placed on home-made 
fertilizers. Bone-dust has been used with profit. The coarse fodder 
raised on the farm has been cut by a machine, and steamed in a box 
containing 342 cubic feet, and lined with galvanized cast iron, having a 
l)erforated false bottom. Much of the fodder that would otherwise 
have been wasted was made palatable and healthful, as the cattle never 
thrived better. The supply of fodder was virtually increased 30 per 
cent, by this process. The present farm, which contains 125 acres, is 
not of sufScient size for conducting the operations of the school profit- 
ably. The president recommends to the trustees to purchase an ad- 
ditional one of 300 or 400 acres, at an expense of not more than 910,000, 
and to expend $10,000 for machinery most suitable for the purposes of 
instruction and production. He advises also to expend $10,000 in erect- 
ing dormitories for young men, of which there is at present a great 
deficiency, many students being obliged to occupy recitation-rooms and 
other temporary buildings. 

The annual expense of the institute for the support of Seventeen 
teachers and officers and 245 students, is about $40,000, or $163 for each 
pupil. This sum includes the whole outlay for board and living ex- 
penses, besides salaries, apparatus, &c. The most of this money has been 
derived from donations secured by the president and the financial secre- 
tary in tbe Northern States. Virginia sends 144 students to the institute, 
who are all allowed to work out half of their personal expenses, and all 
are educated without charge for tuition. The amount paid for students' 
labor during the year is $6,750.33, for which they received 5 to 10 cents 
per hour. The number of students attending the institute during the 
present collegiate year is 245, 50 of whom pursue agricultural studies 
and 25 mechanical. The number of females in the institute is 82. 

WEST vmaiNiA. 

West Virginia University — Dq^artment of Agriculture, at Morgantoumj Rev. 
Alexander Martin^ D. D., president, — ^This university has eight professors, 
four assistants, and two lecturers. A part of the professors and assist- 
ants give instruction in agriculture and military tactics. Professor S. 
G. Stevens, A. M., has vacated the chair of astronomy and physics, and 
the work of this professorship has been assigned to tbe president of the 
university. New hall represented in the report of this Department for 
1873 as being in course of construction is still unfinished, the center 
building of which will not be completed until the summer of 1875. It 
will contain the laboratories, library, museum, and apparatus. From 
estimates recently made it is ascertained that the cost of the center 
building will be $63,000. 

Tbe number of students in the university during the present collegiate 
year is 138, 31 of whom receive instruction in agricultural studies. 

WISCONSIN. 

University of Wisconsin — College of Arts, at Madison, John Basoom, 
LL. D., pre«td^f.— The College of Arts, which embrace^ t^h^ ^^ig:^^ 
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and Mechanical Oolle£:e, has nine professors and five instructors ; the 
university, including all the departments, sixteen professors, six in- 
structors, and five teachers. Several changes have been made in the 
faculty of the university during the year. John Bascom, LL.D., has 
been appointed president in place of Rev. J. H. Twombly, D. D., resigned, 
and John M. Olin, A. B., has been elected instructor in rhetoric ana 
oratory; eTerome H. Salisbury, A. M., instructor in Greek and Latin; 
Joseph O. Fuller, A. B., in English, and James B. Stewart in drawing. 
Some changes have also been made in the law and other departments. 
The post-graduate course forms an important feature in this university. 
Bachelors of art, science, and philosophy are admitted to this course, 
and are required tv> devote two years to study under the direction of the 
president and faculty, and to pass a satisfactory examination before a 
board of examiners appointed by the regents. The studies pursued are 
elective, but must be selected from at least two sections, and those of one 
of the sections must be continued through the whole course. The object 
of this course is to secure a higher grade of scholarship in literature and 
science than it is possible to attain in pursuing the courses of study as 
at present arranged in most of our colleges. An appropriate degree is 
given to the students when the course is completed. Ladies pursue any 
course or elective study in the university, and the same degree is con- 
ferred upon them as upon the gentlemen for the satisfactory completion 
of any course of study. To some of the board of visitors the presence 
of young ladies in the same classes with the gentlemen was a novelty, 
and therefore incited them to a careful scrutiny into the practical work- 
ing of the co-educational idea. They were especially observant on 
this point, that they might get light on a subject which provokes so 
much antagonistic discussion. In their report on the examination of 
the classes of the university, they say that "they took particular 
notice of tbe recitations of the young ladies in Latin, Greek, logic, 
and mathematics, that they might see whether there was any less vigor 
of thought, less mental grasp, less mastery of those subjects of which 
gentlemen have heretofore claimed a monopoly, and in justice to the 
ladies they must here bear testimony to the fact that no such discovery 
was made, but rather the discovery of their ability to prosecute the same 
coarse of study as the J'oung men, and with equal prospect of benefit, 
success, and honor." 

Experiments have been made on the university farm by Professor W. 
W. Daniells with winter-wheat, spring-wheat, barley, oats, corn, pota- 
toes, and in the improvement of soils by mechanical means. Extensive 
meteorological records of temperature, height of barometer, pressure of 
vapor, humidity of the atmosphere, amount of rain and snow, force and 
duration of winds, kinds of clouds, &c., have also been made by him, 
all of which, and the experiments made on the farm, may be found in 
the annual report of the university for 1874. There are 900 grape-vines 
of the Concord variety on the university farm, which are in the third 
year of bearing, and yielded the present year 4,500 pounds of grapes, in 
some cases 28 pounds being gathered from a single vine. The apple- 
orchard contains 500 trees of a few standard varieties; but few have 
borne fruit. 

Of the land granted by Congress under the act of July 2> 1862, 2,951 
acres have been sold during the present year ^ $1.25 per acre. The 
number of acres remaining unsold is 53,373. These lands are sold 
at a uniform price of $1.25 per acre, 25 per cent, of the purchase-money 
being required to be paid down in cash, and the balance in ten years, with 
interest at 7 per cent, paid annually in advance. A considerable portion 
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of these lands lie within the limits of the laud>grants of the Wisconsin 
Central and Saint Croix Bailroads, and are rapidly appreciating in value. 
They are now in the market at minimum prices, hut it is expected that 
the prices will soon be raised. The productive agricultural college 
fund now amounts to $236,134.07, having been increased $10,824.34 dur- 
ing the present year. 

Through tbe liberality of the State, one fine edifice, the Female Col- 
lege, has been erected, but still more accommodations are needed. The 
board of regents say that the utter inadequaey of the present buildings 
to accommodate the classes, the need of more laboratory room, the 
discomfort of teachers and scholars, the failure to reach the best results 
because of the. contracted quarters, and tbe indispensable necessity to 
accommodate the rapidly increasing number of students demand that 
a new building should be built a« soon as possible. An earnest appeal 
will, therefore, be made immediately to the State legislature for the 
uecessary appropriation to construct the building required. The regents 
are resolved to make the university an institution of the highest order, 
and the just pride of every citizen of the State. In the management of 
the university, no personal considerations, or political or sectarian faith 
will be questions of regard in the appointment of professors or other 
officers, as it is believed that only by this course can a broad career and 
high character be maintained for the university. 

The number of students in the College of Agriculture and Mechanic 
Arts during the present collegiate year is 36 ; in the university, in- 
clading all the departments, 411. 
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IRRIGATION IN CALIFORNIA. 

UDder an act of Congress, approved March 3, 1873, a commission was 
organized for an examination of the San Joaquin, Tulare, and Sacramento 
Yalle^'s of California, with reference to the construction of a system of 
irrigation. The commission consisted of Lieut. Col. B. S. Alexander 
and Maj. George MenAell, of the United States Engineer Corps, and 
Professor George Davidson, of the Coast Survey. These gentlemen im- 
mediately proceeded to examine the topography of these valleys, which, 
together, constitute what is called the "Great Valley of California." The 
report of their reconnoissance presents a variety of interesting points, 
some of which are new to the general public. They first argue the ne- 
cessity of a systematic irrigation of this region from general fact« and 
considerations, most of which have, for years, been well understood by 
the people of California. 

The climatic conditions and orographical configuration of the Pacific 
coast region, especially as affecting rain-fall, continue to render culti- 
vated crops uncertain in all the territory south of latitude 42. The 
two seasons, wet and dry, instead of the four seasons into which 
the year naturally divides itself in the Atlantic States and in the Mis- 
sissippi Valley, sul^ect the culture of the soil to novel conditions, un- 
settling old traditions, and defying some of the most tenaciously-held 
lessons of experience in the older parts of the country. The supply of 
rain in California is much smaller than in the Atlantic States, and is 
subject to singular laws of distribution. At Sat> Diego, on the Pacific 
coast,near the Mexican boundary, the annual rain-fall during twenty-three 
years averaged only 9.2 inches. In the southeast corner of the State is 
the great California desert, a broad waste of land, in which large stores 
of fertilizing principles are kept latent through lack of rain, only occa- 
sional showers ever visiting the district. At San Francisco, naif way 
up the coast, a little south of the thirty-eighth parallel, the average of 
nineteen years was about 23 inches. At Port Orford, Oregon, a little 
north of the California frontier, the annual average rain-fall duringfour 
years was 71.6 inches. These facts show a rapidly-accumulating pre- 
cipitation of atmospheric moisture along the coast from south to north. 
The arrangement of the seasons in the northern latitudes approaches 
more nearly that of the Atlantic coast These features of the Pacific 
coast climate result, primarily, from the movem^t of oceanic currents, 
affected by the immense breadth and peculiar conformation of the Pa- 
cific basin. They show a^So a powerful modifying influence from the 
orographical features of the coast region. 

The Great Valley of California lies between two ranges of mountains, 
whose treudis nearly parallel to thecoastliue. Of these the Coast Range, 
so called on account of its proximity to the sea, maintains an average 
elevation of over 2,000 feet above sea-level, reaching a maximum of 
6,200 fefet a few miles south of Monterey. The southerly winter storms 
deposit about two and a half times as much rain-water upon the seaward 
flank of this range as upon the eastern flank, within the valley. San 
Francisco, located in a gap in this chain, averages but 23 Inches of rain- 
fall per annum, .while at Pillarcito's dam, but fourteen miles distant, 
the avarage of nine years was 58 inches. On the east side of the valley, 
the Sierra Nevada, averaging 9,600 feet of elevation of sealevel and 
sending many lofty peaks far above the snow-line, arrests thd passage 
of most of the rain-clouds to the interior. Its deposits of snow are es 
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peeially heavy, reaching sometimes a depth of 60 or 70 feet, with an 
average of 14 feet during the winter. Here is the great store-hoase of 
moisture for the eastern side of the valley. If warm winter rains melt 
the snow prematurely, the result is heavy flooding of all the streams. 
lu ordinary seasons it awaits the action of warm sunshine in June, giving 
a very opportune supply of water for irrigation at an advanced stage 
of vegetation. The Ooast Bange crowds into the Sierra Nevada at the 
head of the Sacramento Valley, in latitude 41^. Here the clouds are 
banked up heavily, and deposit a quantity of moisture from four to ten 
times greater than in the region of Kern Lake, near the south end of 
the Great Valley. The whole region is also subject to local variations. 
For instance, the Kern Lake region enjoys an. average annual rain-full 
only half as great as in the vicinity of Bakersfleld, but a few miles dis- 
tant. 

The wide range of variation in rainfall is illustrated by the following 
facts derived from authoritative and scientiflc observations at different 
points. At Fort Beading the range of three years was from 15.9 inches 
to 37.4 inches; at Sacramento the range of seventeen years was 
from 11.2 inches to 27.5 inches; at Millerton, six years, from 9.7 inches 
to 49.3 inches ; at Stockton, three years, from 1L6 inches to 20.3 inches; 
at Fort Tejon, Ave yeyrs, 9.8 inches to 34.2 inches; at Monterey, five 
years, from 8.2 inches to 21.6 inches; at San Diego, twelve years, 
0.9 inches to 13.4 inches; at Benicia, twelve years, 11.8 inches to 20 
loclies. These observations show the rain-£all of calendar years; the 
following are reckoned by wet seasons. Clear Lake, 1,300 feet elevation, 
six years, 16.2 inches to 66.7 inches; Yisalia, three years, 6.7 inches 
to 10.3 inches ; San Francisco, twenty-two years, 7 inches to 49.3 inches ; 
Pillarcitos, nine years, 39 inches to 82 inches^ Sacramento, twenty-four 
years, 4.7 inches to 36.4 inches; San Diego twenty-two, years, 4.5 inches 
to 14.8 inches. 

The minima of precipitation in the above cases indicate years of de- 
fitractive drought, especially in the southern portions of the great valley. 
During the three years from 1868 to 1871, south of Monterey neither 
grass nor grain grew. The commissioners declare : 

Handreds of farms were abandoned, and the stock- men were compelled to drive their 
cattle, horses, and sheep to the ^niches of the mountains, not only for food, bat for water. 
In Febroary, ld70, not a blade of grass was to be seen over ^he extensive valley of the Santa 
Clara; and the broad plains of Lus Anjpeles, covering^ over 1,000,000 acres ot arable land, 
were nearly desolate, even to the borders of the streams. From Tulare Lake to San Diego, 
the country was nearly desolate ; and in March, ]87l, the usnal season when the crops 
sfaoold be inzariant, not a blade of grass was to be seen over the great plains and through 
the valleys, which are richly covered after favorable rains. Hundr^s of thousands of sheep, 
bonaa« and cattle were lost by starvation. 

The practical deduction by the farmers in the southern part of the Great Valley is, that 
thej can secure about two crops in five seasons ; but this is still reduced in the extreme 
soiiUiem section, where we traversed ten to twenty miles at a time without a cabin to indi- 
cate a claim, yet the land was remarkably good. The great drought of the seasons of 186^ 
^63, J8<$3-*b4. when only 13.6 and 10.1 inches of rain fell at San Francisco, was not so 
severely felt by the State, because the population w«s much smaller and grain-crops were 
Dot then so largely cultivated ; but a recurrence of such years at the present time or in the 
fatore would be accompanied by the most disMtrous results to the prosperity of the country, 
unlees artificial means be adopted to secure the use ef the waters from the streams. 

Id 1850 only 7 inches of rain fell at San Francisco. Such a season now, without irriga- 
Uoo« would produce a famine. 

There is also a variation in the distribotion of the sain-fall in different 
parts of the wet season. Id some cases the greater portion is precipi- 
tated early in the season. If the grain is in the gronnd in time to re- 
ceive the benefit of the earlier rains, the success of the crops seems to 
be assured ; but if the sowing be delated, adry spring may entirely de- 
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stroy it in the drier portions of the Great Valley, and reduce it very low 
in more favored regions. The critical period jippears to be from the 
middle to the end of February, when the grain is several inches high ; 
one or two inches then would place the crops beyond danger from 
drought, but that small amount is often lacking, and the fairest pros- 
pects are blasted. 

The commission believe that *^ the average yearly rain-fall over the 
basin of the Great Valley is sufficient to insure good crops annually.'' 
After a careful comparison of scientific observations, they place the aver- 
age annual rain-fall of that portion of the Great Valley, including foot- 
hills north of the mouth of 8a«rainento River, at 23 inches, an(j[ of the 
southern part at IG inches ; the latter is probably in excess. It is to be 
noted, in this connection that, in both the northern and southern sections 
of the valley the lianks of the mountains, which enjoy the heaviest rain- 
fall, are more extensive than the central plains. 

The amount of rain-wnter necessary to the growth of the crops also 
varies. At Visalia, the seasons of 1870-71, and of 1872-^73 received, 
respectively, 6.8 inches and 7.2 inches, and in both tbese years tbe 
crops of the vicinity were failures. During the intervening seasoa 
of 1871-'72 the rain-fall amounted to 10.3 inches, and the harvests 
following were abundant. 

Thronghont the soatbern sections of California crops bare been secured when 12 inches 
of rain have fallen in the wet season ; but the precipitation is not so reliablj utiiform as 
farther north. Farmers and stock men claim good crops with 15 inches of rain, if it bis 
fallen somewhat evenly through the season. This amount would not be neoessarj to 
mature the crops, if, at the beginning of the rainy season, the earth had not beeu parched 
several feet deep by the excessive dryness and heat of summer. 

The land cannot be plowed until the first rains have moistened the earth to a safficieot 
depth. During May, we (the commission) experienced a temperature of 130^ in the sao be- 
tween Bakersfield and San Emedio Canon, and for months the temperature ranges over 

But while the average rain-fall may be sufficient to secure good crops 
this fact will not secure the community against failure during the mini- 
mum years. The commission gave serious attention to this question. 
They examined the entire valley and foot-hills, and, from rough measure- 
ments of the catchments of all the principal and most of the smaller 
streams on both sides, they satisfied thems<^lves that a system of irri- 
gation, scientifically constructed, so as to utilize and economize the entire 
drainage, would furnish a good supply of water in all years. But such 
a system must be of the highest character. Very few of the canals 
already in operation are available for such an enterprise, having been 
constructed without regard to general interests, and many of them iu 
defiance of the simplest principles of engineering science. To complicate 
the difficulties of the case, preposterous claims of ^* water-rights'' are 
put forth by some landed proprietors, which, if allowed, will prevent the 
full development of a general system. Annoying litigation is expected 
from this quarter. 

The Great Valley is admirably adapted to irrigation on the grandest 
scale. Its extreme length is about four hundred and fifty miles, with an 
average breadth of forty miles, including the foothills. Its longer axis 
is parallel with the coast-line and about eighty-five miles distant. Tbe 
elevations of the valley range from ;^0 feet above tide-water, at Sacra- 
mento, to 282 feet at Kern Lake at the sooth end, and 556 feet at Bed- 
ding at the north end. The mounstainrange are separated by an aver- 
age breadth of one hundred and ten miles, with a length, from their north 
and south junctions, of five hundred and twenty miles. This includes 
an area of fifty-seven thousand two hundred square miles, equal to Illi- 
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nois or Michigan. The only gap in the encircling ranges is at San 
Francisco, and the entire drainage of the Great Valley is through the 
Golden Gate, a channel aboat one mile wide. The Sacramento Valley on 
the north has a smaller proportion of flat land. The Sacramento Kiver 
receives no tributary of note daring the first two hundred miles of its 
course northward of Feather Biver. It runs down a ridge along the 
middle line of the valley, and in the lower parts of its course is several 
feet higher than the laud surface within three or four miles. These de- 
pressed areas constitute sloughs filled by overflows of the river and 
draiuage of the mountains. The mountain -flanks on the west side are 
narrow and treeless, the rainfall comp<aratively small, and the streams 
generally short, and dry in summer. The eastern declivity, from the river 
to tite crest of the Sierra Nevada, is about twice as wide as the western, 
with a precipitation three or four times as great, as shown by the greater 
number and size of its tributary rivers. The mountain-flanks are well 
timbered and the foot-hills moderately so. The rivers are also fringed 
with narrow timber-belts. The San Joaquin pi-esents the same general 
characteristics with the addition of a few considerable lakes. The area 
susceptible of easy irrigation is estimated at 7,050,000 acres, not including 
the swamp-lands, which raise the aggregate to 8,500,000 acres. It is 
practicable to extend the system to the foothills, thus making the total 
surface capable of irrigation about 12,000,000 acres. 

There are about three square miles of catchment to each square mile 
of land to be irrigated. A monthly average of 3 inches' fair during 
the rainy season over the catchment area would give a depth of nearly 
10 inches monthly over the irrigable area; but this is too large an esti- 
mate for a dry season. One day's discharge of Kern Biver alone, May 
1, 1873, was estimated at a stratum of 3 inches over an area of 25,600 
acres. It was doubtless much greater from the middle of February to 
the l8t of March. The easteru watershed of the valley to the north 
Kern Biver will yield more ample supplier. 

The soil throughoyut the valley, with sufficient irrigation, is of prime 
fertility, promising an average of 30 bushels of wheat per acre, or its 
equivalent in other crops. Good cultivation on fresh soil, in years of 
ample rain-fall, produces still higher results, but unfortunately the cul- 
tivation of this region is mostly very poor and shiftless. Very large 
yields of grain are on record, showing something of the real capabilities 
of this flue region. With intelligent development of its resources, this 
great valley may become what Eg.\pt was to the Boman Empire — the 
granary of the world. The application of water before the rainy sea- 
sou would enable the farmers to plow in time to receive the first show- 
ers, and thus expedite the growing season. The whole arrangement of 
farm-labor would be modified, to the advantage of the farmer, by the 
introduction of a permanent, unfailing supply of water, aud the grain- 
raising interest would lose that element of speculative unsteadiness 
which has crippled it in the past. Farmers would no longer calculate 
the problem of chances like gamblers, but would have reliable data 
upon which to base their enterprises of culture. The influence of eveu 
the partial efforts at irrigation among farmers along the line of the 
San Joaquin and Kern Biver Canal shows something of the results that 
mi^ht be expected if a general system were adopted. At the cessation 
of the rains in February, 1873, the grain was in excellent condition, but 
a few weeks of drought, clear skies, and north winds turned it yellow 
and sickly. The farmers then determined to take the waters from the 
.caual, and a few ditches were hurriedly cut. The water was applied in a 
very crude and wasteful manner. A single flooding restored the vitalitv 
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of the crops and made the wheat yield from 30 to 55 bushels per acre. 
Much of this land had previously failed to find purchasers at $2.50 per 
acre ; its market price imuiediately rose to $25 or $^ per acre. 

The commission were too much limited both in time and means to en- 
ter into details upon the various points of the practical problem they 
were called upon to study. These can be settled only by a careful iu- 
strumental reconnaissance and survey. A reconnaissance in the field 
could be made at small cost, but a definite survey would require a very 
considerable expenditure. This branch of the work might be aocom- 
plished by easy stages extended over several years, leaving the less im- 
portant portions to the last. 

The numerous and large tributary rivers on the east side of the valley 
forbid the construction of a long line of c^nal. The expense of bridging 
would be enormous. The system in this part of the valley must, then, 
embrace numerous short canals. Each river should be dammed at one 
or more points, and as high up as possible, in order to give a higher level 
to the water and thus irrigate a larger area. The proper location of 
these dams and the headworks and alignment of the main canals will con- 
stitute the most difficult and important engineering problem in the whole 
enterprise. The depressions of surface along the main streams below 
the water-level will require specific treatment. On the west side of the 
valley the alignment, size, and slope of the main canals are approxi- 
mately indicated by the works already constructed. The construction 
of the canals will be less embarrassed by natural difficulties, and 
consequently will be less expensive than on the eastern side of the valley. 

To allay the apprehension expressed in some quarters as to the iujary 
to navigation in the rivers by the withdrawal of water for irrigation, the 
commission investigated, to some extent, the working of the systems 
of Italy and India. The percolation of subterranean water, from high 
grounds l>ordering the depleted channels in their higher levels, restores 
the average fiow lower down. In the Great Valley of Oalifornia bat a 
small portion of the lower channels of the main rivers are at any time 
navigable, and the withdrawal of water for irrigation from their higher 
levels would probably soon be compensated by the drainage of subter- 
ranean waters. The working of some of the canals already constructed 
seems to confirm this probability. 

The commission find it necessary todefine in general terms the methods 
and works by which the irrigation of the Great Valley may be accom- 
plished. The profession of hydraulic engineer is almost unknown in 
this country, nor do American farmers know how to use the water de- 
livered to them. The works of private enterprise in California have 
been built under mistaken impressions as to the laws of hydraulics. In 
some Ciuses the slope is too great, causing the banks to be washed away 
and the bottoms of the ditches to be scoured out, depressing the water- 
level too far for distribution over the surface to be irrigated. In other 
cases neglect of drainage has left surplus waters to stagnate in pools 
and to generate miasma. 

The first point in a system of irrigation is to raise the surface of the 
water in the river to a level which will enable it to flow freely over the 
highest ground U) be irrigated. This is usually done by u dam ; but in 
the construction of dams, a great many mechanical, h^'drostatic, and 
hydraulic principles must be applied under a great variety of circum- 
stances. In the Old World, it is said, it is difficult to find two dams 
resembling eaeh other. The size, alignment, and construction of the 
main canals constitute another branch of hydraulic engineering. The 
quantity of land to be irrigated, the nature of the soUi the minimum 
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rain-fall, the kind of caltivation to be applied, and other considerations 
mast be embraced in the programme of construction. The subordinate 
channels which are to convey the water down to the plow-furrows re- 
quire the application of scientitic principles. The following specimen 
will show the methods which the commission consider practicable and 
suited to the peculiar features of the Great Valley. These methods are 
based on results of irrigation systems in the OliTWorld. This speci- 
men is taken from the works of San Joaquin and mug's River Canal. 

The main canal has a slope of 1 foot per mile, the ground sloping at 
the rate of 8 feet per mile. In the accompanying plat, the slope is 
shown by dotted lines at each foot of elevation. Water is not taken 
immediately from the main canals to the irrigated ground, but to the 
^^primary ditches," which follow the highest part of the ground and are 
about a mile apart. The section is partly in excavation, and partly in 
embankment. As a general rule water should not be taken from pri- 
mary ditches, but through secondary ditches. In this example (see plate 
CD opposite page) the latter are about a quarter of a mile apart, running 
parallel, with a slope of 4 or 5 feet per mile. Each secondary ditch irri- 
gates the land between it and the next one below it, embracing about 
80 acres. The laud is subdivided, first, by plow-furrows, 40 yards 
apart, parallel to the primary ditches, designated on the plat by the 
figures 1, 2. 3, 4, 5, 6, &c. It is agaiu divided by cross-furrows, called 
*^ checks," 50 yards apart and parallel to the primary ditches, shown, by 
the dotted lines 41, 42, 43, 44, &c. The secondary ditch, A B, has the 
capacity to fill ten boxes at the figures 1, 3, 5, 7, 9 — 19, 'leading into 
the plow-furrow& By closing the gate at the middle of the ditch, all 
its contents are discharged into the ten furrows above, through little 
^tes at the head of each. The first '^check-furrow'^ will arrest the 
dow and cause it to spread over the strip between it and the secondary 
ditch. When this is sufficiently irrigated, the check-furrow may be 
opened with the hoe, and the water will then overflow the second strip; 
and the process may be contiiiued till the first 40 acres, represented 
by the parallelogram AGED, are irrigated. Then close the small 
gates 1, 3, 5, &e., and open the gate at G in the secondary ditch, and 
in like manner irrigate the lower 40 acres G B F £. 

As the ground slopes from the secondary ditches at the rate of 8 feet 
per mile, the level of each check-furrow will be 2.7 inches below its pred- 
ecessor. There will then be an inequality of depth of water at dififer- 
ent points of a strip between the two furrows, but in porous soils there 
is a compensation in the percolation of the water in the check-furrows 
to the land just below them. In impervious soils, or in irrigation for 
alfalfa, or permanent pasture, the furrows and check-furrows must be 
more numerous. The surplus water is caught in catch-drains for irri- 
gating land further down. 

The irrigation facilities of the east side of the Great Valley are diffi- 
cnlt to delineate on account of the lack of ofilcial surveys. A few small 
canals have been constructed, but with no reference to a general system. 
In some eases mining-ditches have been converted into irrigation-chan- 
nels. Each main tributary river will here require a main canal on each 
side extending below the base of the foot-hills till it meets similar 
canals from other rivers, the whole constituting a single main channel 
of supply for all the country between them and the main lines of drain- 
age for the Great Valley. From them primary and secondary ditches 
will distribute the water over the soil with such local adaptations as 
may be demanded. A full exposition of the subject can be given only 
after an instrumental survey. , ^^^T^ 
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The comnriissioii bave do doubt tbat tlio systematic irrigation of the 
region under consideration will ultimately be accomplisbed, but theoo^t 
. will be enormous and beyond the financial resources of the present It 
is not necessary, however, that the work should be all done at once. 
The population must be greatly increased to require it. To finish the 
work properly a period of fifty years will be necessary. It is of the first 
huportance that it b^ properly planned and that the National and State 
Governments should act harmoniously in aiding and organizing it. Gov- 
ernment authority is necessary in the location of the canals and ditches. 
The rights claimed by riparian proprietors should t>e appraised for pub- 
lic use, so that no single class of men .may make the mere accident 
of their location a ground for the monopoly of what belongs to the com- 
munity. The methods of distribution and the rights under it should be 
settled by law. A portion of the foot-hills will also demand irrigation, 
and the combination of this with the irrigation of the lower grounds will 
require authoritative settlement. Reservoirs will be demanded on the 
west flank of the Sierra Nevada for the storage of water, primarily for 
mining purposes, but subsequently for irrigation. 

The withdrawal of water from the rivers tor irrigation will tend also 
to reclaim the swamplands, by withholding and otherwise disposing of 
the surplus rainfall, especially during the great floods. The elevation 
of the drainage river-channels above the neighboring lowlands renders 
it difficult to dispose of the overflows. If these can be kept back in the 
highlands and stored for future use in mining and farming enterprise, 
a very great collateral benefit will be secured in- narrowing the area of 
swamp-lands, or of lands too wet for cultivation. At least a million acres 
of such land, endowed with the highest fertility, lie useless in the Great 
Valley. 

The commission presents a brief risumi of the principles and practice 
of irrigation in Europe and India. Among the fundamencal points of 
a successful system in the Old World is a sound financial basis. With- 
out this any enterprise in this direction will infallibly bring disaster. 
Indian irrigation presents a marked illustration of this fact Here it is 
the condition of existence both of people and government More than 
half the public revenue comes directly from the products of the soil; 
even partial and local failures of crops in this vast country have been 
followed ' by famines from the lack of means of transportation. To 
obviate these mischievous consequences the government has spent 
$175,000,000 already, and is annually adding millions more in worl^ of 
irrigation. These sums, at the prices of labor and materials ia India, 
represent a vastly greater amount of work done than the same sums 
would secure in America. Skilled labor in India commands but 50 cents 
per day; earth-excavation may be done for 5 cents per square yard, 
and masonry at $1.50 to $2 per square yard. The work done is of the 
most permanent and exc^ellent character, and more expensive than we 
would be willing to undertake on our western plains. The Ganges Canal, 
10 feet deep and 170 leet wide, was intended to carry 7,000 cubic feet 
of water per second, and to serve for navigation as well as irrigation. 
Its original capital cost, not including interest, &c., was $12,000,000; in 
this country it would cost $100,000,000 to build such a one. Its length 
is greater than that of the irrigation-canals of Lombardy and Egypt 
combined. It was built to irrigate 1,500,000 acres. In 1864, 12 i)er 
cent of the land irrigated by it was in sugar-cane, paying a fee of $2.'i0 
per acre; 20 per cent, in gardens, at $1.25 per acre; 61 per cent in 
indigo, cotton, &c., at 80 cents per acre; 17 per cent in grain, at 60 
cents i)er acre. The mean price obtained was $1.02 i)er acre. In 1806 
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and 1867 the mean price was $1.21 per acre, half of which was sufficient 
to pay the cost of maintenance. Some faults in engineering have added 
unnecessarily to the cost of both construction and maintenance. It re- 
quired ten years to reach its probable ultimate area of irrigation. These 
enterprises have generally been slow in the development of their be- 
neficent capacities. The limits of this article will not admit noticing 
any other of the splendid irrigation-works of India. The capital in- 
vested in construction, np to thecloseof the administrative year 1871-79, 
is stated at $53,295,000. To construct such works in this country 
would probably cost $400,000,000. Their net income was about 8 per 
cent, per annum, including increase of land revenue, &c. Some of these 
works, however, were old irrigation-works, constructed under former 
native dynasties, and the outlay by the present government consisted 
only in extensive repairs. Increasing experience is teaching practical 
methods of utilising water, so as to make the same supply serve much 
greater areas. Many private enterprises have also been started, but 
the authorities express the '^ growing conviction ^ that this policy should 
be abandoned. Some of these works were purchased by the govern- 
ment, leaving but one private enterprise, the Madras Company, furnish- 
ing water to any extent. 

Italy, though enjoying a much larger annual rain-fall than Califor- 
nia, found it necessary to resort to irrigatiou hundreds of years agi . 
liombardy and Piedmont average about 37 or 38 inches of rain-fall 
per annum, the most of which is within the irrigating months from 
March 1 to October 1, during which there occur, on an average, 71 
rainy days. The mean temperature of the irrigated districts from May 
to August ranges from 70^ to 90^ F. The south end of the Great Val- 
ley of California averages about 10 inches of rain-fall, with a minimum 
of 5 inches, and 275 clear days in the year; temperature 10(K^ in the 
shade for sometimes two hundred days together, with a maximum reach- 
ing occasionally to 130^. In Orissa, India, with a rain-fall of 60 inches, 
there was a great famine. In California an average^of 15 inches secures 
good crops. These facts show that it is not so much the amount as the 
distribution of atmospheric moisture that affects the prosperity of agri- 
culture. 

The Italian canals employ for irrigation an aggregate flow of 24,000 
cubic feet of water per second during the season for 1,600,000 Rcve». 
It is estimated that 1,000,000 acres in Lombardy are irrigated by works 
costing $200,000,0(K> ; but* this expenditure, having been spread over 
Acveral hundred years, has not been felt very severely. The canals 
are chiefly owned by government. Here, as in India, it has been found 
that private enterprise hns not been successful in the management of 
these works, at least so far as the public interest is concerned. Promi- 
nent among them is the great Cavour Canal, fifty-five miles long, 131 
feet wide at the bottom, and 6 feet deep, with a general slope of 1 foot 
in 4,000. Its alignment is perpendicular to the lines of natural drain- 
age, necessitating the construction of a large number of costly bridges, 
aqueducts, &c., and involving an enormous cost. A canal skirting the 
western foot-hills of tbe Sierra Nevada, and crossing by aqueducts the 
parallel tributary streams, would be a still more formidable undertak- 
ing of the same character. The Cavour Company liecame bankrupt, 
and its property passed into the hands of its creditors. Its failure 
was partly occasioned by unskillful financial management, but more 
largely by incompetent engineering. Among the fatal blunders in the 
scientific data was tbe estimate that the Po, from which the water 
of the canal was obtained, carried a flow of 4,000 feet per . 
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its lowest stage, whereas it was discovered to be as low as 1,500 feet per 
second. Italiaa canals are usually formed out to contractors for a 
period of nine years. The contractors arrange terms of supply with 
the cultivators, who are formed into associations representing particu- 
lar districts. Each district association administers the distribution of 
water within its own limits, subject to regulations prescribed by the 
government. 

Cereals and most other proilucts require some irrigation in Italy, but 
the greatest amount is for rice-culture in summer and meadows in win- 
ter. The meaitow grass, filled marcite, requires the continuous pas- 
sage of a thin film of water, except at the cuttings, which is secured by 
arranging the land in planes about 30 feet wide, with a slope of 1 foot 
in 12 or 15 ; these are watered by small irrigating-channels on the crest. 
A cubic foot of water i>er second, properly economised, will irrigate three 
acres, securing an enormous product. The meadows near Milan are cut 
seven times a year, yielding 50 tons per acre per annum, risings in excep- 
tional cases, to 75 tons. The meadows are also fertilized by the sewage 
of Milan through the channels ot irrigation. 

The climate of Spain resembles that of California both in its high tem- 
perature and in its small amount of rain-fall. Here judicious irrigation 
exhibits remarkable results. Near Valencia irrigated land sells at (700 
to tOOO per acre, and, at a considerable distance, brings $400 to (500, 
while unirrigated land scarcely commands $80. Near Madrid irrigation 
increases the value of land from fourfold to tentold. In the valley of 
the Tagus irrigated land yields twelve times as greata product as unirri- 
gated larud. ^^ Spain may be described as a country in which the water 
is more valuable than the land in the ratio of 5 to 20" — a popular esti- 
mate, resulting fi*om a thousand years of study and experience. Its 
system of irrigation is a legacy of the old Moorish regime. The legal re- 
lations of land and water are varied. In some localities the irrigation 
I'acilities are legally associated, so that even the proprietor cannot sell one 
without the other. In other places thefaroifier buys the water as merdian- 
disc. In dry seasons, the prices paid have been enormous. In 1861 they 
averaged $ll,()OOforacubicfoot per second through the yearfrom the old 
irrigation-canals. In the later works, however, government has fixed the 
prices. The Henares Canal is allowed to charge $1,875 per cubic foot 
per second through the year ; in Italy the same quantity brings only $75 
to $80. The old Moorish works are generally the property of the irriga- 
tors, who pay only just what is necessary to keep them in repair. 

In France there are no government canals ; they are generally built 
by the land-owners. The government, however, exercises a closer su- 
pervision over their construction and operation than in Spain. Tbey 
are periodically inspected by government engineers. French law, unlike 
Spanish law, does not permit a majority of proprietors to establish an 
irrigating system and then compel the minority to bear a portion of the 
expense. In the ease of the Carpentras Canal the government agreed 
not to increase the land-assessments for twenty-five years after its com- 
pletion. 

Ill estimating the quantity of water needed for irrigation in the Great 
Valley, the commission allow 15 per cent, for loss through evaporatiou 
and absorption of banks and beds of canals. The California rivers usually 
run full for seven months. The streams of the Sierra Nevada, with 
immense reservoirs of snow, are in full volume from December to Au- 
gust, and may be calculated upon for a full supply of water during two 
hundred days of the year. A discharge at the rate of a cubic foot per 
second, during fourteen hours per day, would amount to 50,400 cubic 
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feet per day^ or 10,080,000 caUic feet per annum. Dedncting 15 per cent, 
for evaporation and absorption, thero remain for actual irrigation 42,800 
cubic feet per day, and 8,568,000 cubic teet during the season. Each 
day's supply at this rate will furnish a sheet of water covering six acre^ 
2 inches deep. The annual supply would furnish 200 acres with 12 inches 
depth. A cubic foot per second, then, is regarded as a sufficient supply 
for 200 acres, allowing for waste and uucnltivable land. 

Wheat sown iu October or November, on summer-fallowed land well 
watered during the high river stages, will generally make a good crop, 
even with a short supply of rain for the season ; sown in January or 
February, it will need one or two irrigations of 3 inches each ; for later 
crops, 12 inches will be necessary. On reclaimed tule-land, barley, sown 
after wheat-harvest, comes to maturity. Cotton will require more water 
than grain. Alfalfa, cut five times, will require 12 inches in addition to 
the rain. 

The allowance sufficient for the present demands of agriculture may 
not be sufficient for the future. This should be taken into account in 
arranging the system of irrigation in the Great Valley. In seasons of 
scarcity, the question may arise whether the small supply be distributed 
over the whole irrigable region or concentrated on a portion of it. In 
other countries the usages are exceedingly various, and furnish but few 
general principles applicable to our peculiar circumstances and neces- 
sities. In North India, a cubic foot of water i>er second suffices for 200 
acres of cereals. In Granada and Valencia, Spain, 240 acres ; in Elche, 
Spain, 1,000 acres, water being very scarce, iiice-fields in different parts 
of the world vary from 30 to 80 acres per foot In recent Spanish grants ^ 
the legal quantity varies from 70 to 260 acres per foot. 

In the proposed system the secondary and tertiary channels will be 
constructed by the cultivators themselves, and the work can be made 
to occupy seasons of leisure by farmers working their own land. The 
case, however, will be different for farmers on a large scale who are com- 
pelled to hire labor. The cost of the main canals and primary ditches 
will be borne by the Government or corporations furnishing water. The 
cost of these works and of the head-works by which they are supplied 
must, of course, vary under different circumstances. The commission 
estimates that a canal carrying 315 cubic feet per second, deducting 15 
per cent, for evaporation and absorption, will irrigate 53,600 acres. Sup- 
posing all the land to lie on one side of the canal in a strip five miles 
wide, each mile of canal will require five miles of primary ditches. 
Each mile of canal will then irrigate 3,200 acres; or, allowing one-fourth 
for waste and uncultivable lands, lands occupied by buildings, yards, 
&c., 2,400 acres. Primary ditches of the capacity of 50 cubic feet per 
second will* cover 2,400 acres, 3 inches deep, iu seven days and nights. 
Six of the primaries can be filled at once by a canal of the above capacity, 
serving 14,400 acres in seven days and nights ; in twenty-six days the 
whole 53,600 acres may be irrigated ; but, if the water is used only four- 
teen hours per day, forty-five days will be required. • 

Each 2,400 acres, then, is supposed to require one mile of main canal 
and five miles of primary ditches. In the most favorable case of con- 
struction, in which excavation and embankment are about equal at thirty 
cents per cubic yard, the cost per acre irrigated will be about $5. Add- 
ing the expense of dams and head-works, the extra excavation and em- 
bankment required by inequalitiesof ground, bridges, sluices for drain- 
age, &c., the expense will be about doubled, amounting to $10 per 
irrigated acre. Some portions of the east side of the San Joaquin 
Valley are underlaid at 2 or 3 feet depth by hard strata, re(|uiri^^]^1^^ 
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ing. This will enlarge the cost 25. or 33 per c^nt. t'oot-hill irrigation will 
cost still more. The cheapest canal in Spain cost $15 per irrigated acre, 
with labor much lower than in California, but in this case the dams and 
head-works are of the most permanent and substantial character. In 
California it is proposed to construct the dams of wood and rebuild them 
after decay sets in, thns postponing a large part of the permatieat oat- 
lay. In the old countries there are no lands of easy irrigation left. Most 
of the late constructions are very different in character from what would 
be required in California. 

The commission finally state their conclusions seriatim^ of which tlie 
following summary is prcvsented. There are large bodies of fertile land 
in the Great Valley needing irrigation, and the natural features of the 
country favor the enterprise. The eiist side of the valley will give an 
abundant supply of water through canals from the various rivers. The 
supply of the west gide is smaller, but sufficient to irrigate a very large 
body of laud. The San Joaquin and Tulare Valleys, especially, would in- 
crease their pirod notion manyfold with irrigation. The cost would be great, 
but not out of proportion to the benefit, derived. Irrigation is but little 
understood by either farmers or engineers in this county. The ex|>erience 
of other countries shows that this work can be effectually done only by 
the government. Stateand national governments should at once combine 
their efiForts to inaugurate this enterprise by an instrumental survey to 
ascertain what lands are irrigable, and at what expense of constructioa ; 
the amount of water that can be furnished each tract of land, the best 
methods of delivery, probable cost, &c. All accessible information from 
foreign irrigation systems should be gathered and disseminated. A 
' system of uniform laws and regulations should be established. In 
isolated localities cultivators should be allowed to appropriate the waters 
of small streams, provided their works do not interfere with the general 
system. Land and water should be inseparably united. As the Innd^ 
receive the special benefit of irrigation, it is but fair to lay upon them a 
large part at lesist of the expense of the machinery. The general increase 
of revenue, however, would justify appropriations from the general tax 
fund of States and counties. There is, however, a difficulty in the fact 
that many lands at present 'are not worth 85 per acre, and that irrigation 
established for their benefit will probably cont double that sum. Aid 
from Government should be cautiously given. In some cases coqwra- 
tions may be allowed to furnish the water of irrigation, under definite 
regulations. There is no reason, however, to suppose that capital will 
find works of this kind a very attractive investment. The work mast 
probably be done by Government. The State should exercise a super- 
vision of all such works, however distasteful to interested parties. 



IRRIGATIOIJ: ITS EVILS, THE REMEDIES,. AND 
THE COMPENSATIONS. 



By Gborgb p. Marsh. 
I.— aENBRAL CONSIDBBATIONS. 



1. Irrigation, or the artificial application ot water to growing crops, 
is one of the most primitive of agricultural arts* and in the regions 
which were tlie first seats of civilization, reservoirs and canals for col- 
leeting, storing up, and distributing this fertilizing ^^^f^g^^'^ among 
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the most ancient haman constructions of whicli visible remains are 
still extant. 

It is probably chiefly to a sense of the agricultural value of water 
that we are to ascribe the religious reverence paid to fountains and 
rivers in the early ages, and which is still traceable as a fading super- 
stition in the names of many holy wells and saints' fountains. 

2. The moist atmosphere of the countries whence our population is 
chiefly derived — the British Islands and the Germanic provinces — and 
the plentiful summer-rains of our Atlantic States, have rendered agri- 
culture practicable in all these lands without a resort to the expensive 
and laborious arrangements involved in rural husbandry, which derives 
its necessary supply of water not directly from spontaneous rain-fall, 
bat from human art. Hence, exempt in garden-cultivation, and perhaps 
some other comparatively unimportant branches of agriculture, irriga- 
tion has been hitherto practically almost unknown to us. 

3. But in many parts of Spanish America artificial watering of the 
fields has always been as indispensable to successful agriculture as iu 
the Hispanic Peninsula, and our recent acquisition and settlement of a 
considerable part of the Mexican territory, where the climate makes 
irrigation a necessity, is now familiarizing us with the practice. Be- 
sides this, both in Northern Europe and in the older United States the 
opinion is fast gaining ground that running, or at least infiltrated water, 
may often be advantageously supplied to grasses and cultivated vege- 
tables in climates and on soils where precipitation alone was formerly 
regarded as a sufficient source of moisture for all the field crops. Irri- 
gation is consequently now more or less practiced, and its use is rapidly 
extending in all the European countries to which I have referred,* and 
there is a strong disposition in the Eastern States of the American 
Union to test the value of the practice by actual experiment, not merely 
in market-gardening, but in field-culture, on an extensive scale. 

4. There is some danger that, with our characteristic impetuosity and 
love of novelty, we shall, especially in the comparatively rainless new 
States and Territories of our va^^t empire, engage too largely and too 
inconsiderately in an agricultural process which, in many cases, maybe 
attended with disadvantages more than sufficient to counterbalance the 
gains from its adoption. At least we may fear that costly arrangements 
will sometimes be made when simple and less expensive methods would 
be equally available j and we have reason to apprehend that the acqui- 
sition of the control of abundant sources of water by private individ- 
uals may often result in the establishment of vested rights and monop- 
olies liable to great abuse, and at the same time calculated to interfere 
seriously with the adoption of general systems of irrigation. 

5. Information in regard to European methods of accumulating and 
distributing the water of precipitation, and of flowing springs and riv- 
ulets, for agricultural purposes, is readily accessible, and in the practi- 
cal employment of the system our engineers and the ingenuity of our 
people will no doubt easily overcome any special difficulties arising from 
the pecular geographicarand meteorological features of our territory. 
But the social, legal, sanitary, and financial aspects of the subject in its 
application to extensive tracts of cultivated land are not familiar to the 
American public, and for the moment some cautions, of a not altogether 
obvious nature, are more needed than instructions on points of practical 
method, or of adaptability to particular branches of agriculture. 

6. I propose, then, to point out the evils and difficulties of the prac- 

* The quantity of irrigated mea<^ow-land in England and Germanj is already very larf^e, 
bat the application of water to tilled field-crops is now much less resorted to iu thoaev^a&p 
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tice of irrigation, and to suggest precaations against tbe occurrence of 
these evils, and means of palliating them where they are to someexteut 
inevitable. 

IL— MORAL AND SOCIAL EFFEOTS OF IRRIGATION. 

7. In a political community where it is now generally admitted that 
persons necessarily have inalienable rigkUj of an extent commensurate 
with their natural duties and necessities, and that consequently no man 
or body of men can rightfully use any other man or men simply as a 
means to a selfish end, it will be allowed that, in the introduction of 
new systems of industrial or rural occupation, on a scale large enough 
to affect the rights and interests of whole classes of the population, 
equal regard should be paid to the good of every class, and few will deny 
that on all such occasions the moral, social, and sanitary consequences 
of great changes in the habits and employments of large bodies of the 
people should be considered as of more importance than the merely 
financial results. 

8. In this, as in most other cases of Inquiry into questions of political 
economy, in the present state of that science, we encounter at the out- 
set the great enigma of the right relations between capital and labor— 
which is really a moral rather than a financial problem — and there are 
not many instances where those relations are on the whole more unsatis- 
factory than in the employment of irrigation on the great scale in which 
it is practiced in many parts of Europe. 

9. With an important exception, which I shall notice hereafter, the 
tendency of irrigation as a regular agricultural method, is to promote 
the accumulation of large tracts of laud in the hands of single proprie- 
tors, and consequently to disp ssess the smaller land-holders. Where 
a district, however large, derives its supply- of water for irrigation from 
a single stream or lake, not of such volume as to be practically inex- 
haustible, the interests of production require that the husbandry of the 
entire district be administered on a uniform, or at least on a harmonious 
system, and consequently that the control of the source of water-supply 
be vested in a single head. If we suppose a considerable district, with 
a conveniently accessible water course of a volume just sufficient to sup- 
ply it if judiciously distributed, to be owned in severalty by ten differ- 
ent proprietors, it is obvious that each land-holder cannot be allowed to 
draw off at his pleasure and appropriate to his own use the whole cur- 
rent, or such part of it as' may suit his convenience, but the quantity 
and periods of diversion must be regulated upon some general system 
established by law, custom, or contract for the whole district. The 
course and capacity of the channels of diversion and of final discharge 
must be determined by some common principle, and adapted to the 
branches of husbandry "^best suited to the soil and climate. It would, in 
practice, be a matter of extreme difiiculty to bring about an agreement 
between any ten cultivators so situated in regard to the location of 
such channels, the apportionment of the cost of construction and main- 
tenance, and the assignment of the times of diversion, and the quantities 
of water to each individual land holder. Again, these times and quan- 
tities must be accommodated to the special crops to be watered, and of 
course any change in the order or objects of rural husbandry would re- 
quire a change in the seasons and amount of supply. Hence, the agri- 
cultural economy of each farmer must remain substantially fixed and 
invariable, and even so simple a thing as the rotation of crops would be 
almost impracticable, because it would be Impossible to change the 
whole syetem of supply to suit the interests of a single one of the owp- 
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era. The canals of diversion and distribation once established, the not 
work mast consequently remain as immutable as the arteries and veins 
of the hnman system. 

10. Besides this, the measnrement of flowing water, and of coarse its 
division between difift^rentoocnpants, are matters of extreme complexity, 
and there woold be constant jealousies and dissensions between neigh- 
boring claimants in regard to the ascertainment of the quantity right- 
fully belonging to each, and of the amount actually withdrawn by each 
from the common source of supply. 

11. 1 have thus far supposed a case where, as is usual in the United 
States, streams not navij^ble are not the property of the State, but are 
owned either in severalty or by different private proprietors in common. 
European experience shows, as might be expected from what has just 
been said, that under such circumstances, as well as where waters be- 
longing to the State are fanned and relet by private individuals, water- 
rights ai*e a constant source of gross injustice and endless litigation.* 
The consequence of these interminable vexations is that the poorer or 
more peaceably-disposed landholder is obliged to sell his possessions to 
a richer or more litigious proprietor, and the whole district gradually 
passesinto the hands of a single holder, or family, or corporation. Hence, 
in the large irrigated plain-lands of Euro|)e, real estate is accumulated 
in vast tracts of single ownership, and farming is conducted on a scale 
hardly surpassed in England, or even on, the boundless meadows and 
pastures of our own Westt 

There are doubtless considerable economical advantages in the sys- 
tem. The unity of administration tends to increase production as well 
as to diminish the cost of agricultural operations, but the evils more 
than counterbalance this advantage. In an often-quoted passage Pliny, 
the elder complained, eighteen hundred years ago, that great farms had 
been the ruin of Italy, as well as of the tributary territories. He adds, 
in a paragraph not so trequently cited, that six land-holders own 
one-half of the Roman province of Africa, and he thinks it a proof of 
magnanimity in Pompey that he would never enlarge his farms by buy- 
ing land adjacent to them.| 

13. The ruin to which Pliny alludes was not merely from the negli- 
gent management of non-resident landlords. He refers rather to the 
demoralization of the peasantry, in consequence of their abandonment 
of their native fields and firesides. The small cultivators who sell their 
paternal acres must either emigrate, and so diminish the resident pop- 
ulation, or sink from the class of land-owners to that of hired laborers 
on the fields which, once their own, are their homes no longer. Having 
no proprietary interest in the soil they till, no mastership over it, they 
are, as I have said elsewhere, virtually expatriated, and the middle 

*Niel cites a case where a gentlemaD, who bad farmed from the government a tribntarj of 
the Po, allowed, out of some private spite against a neighbori a considerable portion of the 
water be controlled to rnn to waste for a period of eight years, though offered by his neigh- 
bor twelve thousand francs a year for the use of what he thus wantonly threw away. Note 
in L' Agriculture des EtatM Sarda, Turin, 1856, p. 229. 

t About ton years ago a single proprietor exhibited, at an agricultural fair at Modena, one 
hundred yoke of oxen from his own estate. 

I The passage is sooMwbat pharaphrasticiotly thus translated bv old Holland : " Confess 
we must needs that these large inclosures and great domaines held by privat persons have 
long since been the mine of ftalie, and of late dales have undooe the provinces also thereto 
belonging. Six landlords there were, and no more, that possessed one moietie of all Afrike. 

* * Where, by the wav, I may not defraud Cruius Pompeius of the due glorie an- 
swerable to that greatness of Lis, who never in all his life would purchase any ground that \ 
batted or bordered upon his own land." (Hist. Nat. Lib., xviiij c 7. ) 
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. class, which oaght to constitate the trne moral as well as physical 
power of the land, ceases to exist and enjoy a social statas as a raral 
order, and is found only among the trading and indastrial population of 
the cities.* 

III. SANITARY EFFECTS OF IRRIGATION. 

14. I^ext in importance tiO the moral and social aspects of the system 
we are considering comes the question of the effects of irrigation on the 
health of the populiition employing it. In certain branches of agricul- 
ture, where water is largely used for irrigation, as in the growing of 
rice, or in preparing the product for market, as in retting hemp, nothing 
can be better established than the fiict that the miasmatic exhalaUons 
from the soil and the pools are deleterious in the highest degree. 
The rice-gronuds of Lom hardy, though principally lying to the north, 
of the forty-fifth degree of latitude, are almost as destructive to health 
as those of Georgia and our other Southern States, and the statistics 
of the increased mortality attending the recent extension of rice-culture 
in Northern Italy are truly appalling.f 

15. But all irrigation, except where the configuration of the surface 
and the character of the soil are such as to promote the rapid draining 
of the water, or where special precautions are taken against its influ- 
ence, is prejudicial to health. In most localities the increased damp- 
ness of the atmosphere is injurious to the respiratory system, and in 
others the exhalations from the watered soil and moistened manures 
tend powerfully to favor the development of malarious influences, and 
to aggravate, if not to occasion, febrile diseases.^ 

* Id Tuscany and in other parts of Italy, where the system of farming upon shares, or 
mazzadrUi, mezteria, or masttria^ as it is called, is general, the families of peasant- tenants 
frequently remain for generation:!, and even for centuries on the same small farm. As a 
rule, only one son marries, and the others live with him, after the death of the father, rather 
as farm-servants than as joint partners. A young peasant who refuses to conform to this 
custom, and seeks occupation elsewhere, generally becomes what is called a braccianU, or 
day-laborer, and, as the evil habits iuto which such youths very commonly fall are regarded 
as either the cause or the consequence of their departure from the established usM^es of their 
class, the^ are looked upon witii little respect, ana braceianU is almost a term or reproach. 
If Bk bracaauti marries, ne is obliged to rent a cottage on the outskirts of some town, for be 
can rarely find a landlord who will receive him as a farm-tenant on the usual terms, and ha 
is reduced to precarious day-labor or to mendicancy,as a means of livelihood. ** What docs 
your father dof'* said I to a beggar-boy in Tuncany. '* Is be a paasant?" ** Ue does not 
do anything," replied the boy. "* He is a renter, (nttajuols :) he goes a begging." 

Persons interested in peasant-life in Europe will find an admirably full and satisfactory 
account of the rural system in Tuscany, in all its relations, moral, social, and economical, 
in Toscanelle's most interesting Ecomomia Rurate delta Proeincia^ Pisana, I vol, 8vol, 
with a quarto atlas of plates. Like information, though less comprehensive respecting the 
peasants of the French Alps is given in L\ DoucBTTB Les Sa*tes Alps^ «Skc. The moral 
and material life of the peasants of North Seaiand is sketched with great fidelity in lunge. 
Den nordsjellandoke landalPuett ekaraktOMr §kikke, &c,, 2d edition, Kjobenkawn, 1864. 

t Rice-growing is extremely profitable in Italy, and consequently the temptation to ex- 
tend it is found irresistible. It was formerly confined within narrow limits by restrictive legta* 
lation, but the laws have been modified so a.4 to leave the decision of qaeitions | of exten- 
sion to the discretion of the local authorities, who are too often under the influence of large 
proprietors, and, in spite of the remonstrauces of political economists and of medical men, 
the area occupied by rice-fields is fast extending. The labor in these fields is, in great pro- 
portion, p<irformed by men and women who come down from the mountains for that purpose 
at th« proper season, and this branch of agriculture lias acquired such prominence iu the 
eyes or the mountaineers, that the vast alluvial provinces, elsewhere called the ** plains of 
Lombardy " are popularly known iu the Alpine villages, which supply them with laboreiv, 
as"" U Ritaje^" tne rice-groUnds. 

t There is no doubt that the insalubrity of Rome, though certainly not entirely due to this 
cause, is greatly aggravated by the abundantly-irrigated gardens within the walls of that 
city. Is not the increased prevalence of malHjrions fevers in the neighborhood of New Tork 
and other American cities due in part to the increased extent of market-gardens, and eon* 
sequently of irrigated lauds, in their vicinity t 
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IV.— PHYSICAL EVILS OF IRRIGATION. 

16. From these brief hints at some of the moral, social, and sanitary 
disadvantages which, under the circumstances supposed, attend the sys- 
tem of husbandry under consideration, I proceed to some notice of the 
purely physical evils which, in many cases, are inseparable from it. 

17. The first and most obvious effect of withdrawing water from its 
narrow natural channels, and distributing it over the surface of the 
earth, is a great increase in the humidity of the soil watered, a like 
increase in the evaporati«>n from it, and a corresponding reduction 
of the atmospheric temperature, as in other cases of evaporation.* The 
water imbibed by the earth, which on grounds of slight inclination is 
generally estimated at about one-seventh of the quantity applied, may 
not be sufficient to affect the consistence of the soil to a serious degree, 
but the remaining six-sevenths, so far as not carried off by evaporation, 
employed to irrigate lands at a lower level, or discharged into running 
streams or lakes, frequently produce a very prejudicial effect on the 
soil of adjacent grounds, over which the water Mows or into which it 
I)ercolate8. Thus the infiltration of the superfluous water from the 
rice-grounds of Lombardy, it is said, sometimes renders the lower fields 
adjacent unfit for any other husbandry to a distance of even miles from 
the lands flowed for watering the rice.t 

18. The diversion of brooks and rivers from their natural channels, 
and the final discharge of the current by remote outlets, tend to deprive 
the district originally watered by it of their proper supply, and while 
on the one side considerable tracts of ground are sometimes drenched 
with superfluous moisture, on the other, water-coitrses large enough to 
drive mills and other machinery may be laid dry and their fish de- 
stoyed, and even the subterranean conduits from their beds, which fed 
springs and wells at lower levels, may cease to flow.| 

19. It has been a general opinion among practical agriculturists that 
the water employed for irrigation dissolves some of the fertilizing in- 
gredients of the soil to which it is applied, and carries them with it in its 
flow or percolation over or through the adjacent fields into which it es- 

* Special observations on the effect of irripitioD on local temperatare have not, so far as I 
know, jet been undertaken, bat I have often foand that the summer-morning temperature 
of an irrifrated district in Italy was several degrees lower than that recorded at the meteoro- 
logical station in an adjacent citj. The evaporation from grasses and cultivated plants 
is roach stimulated bj the increased snpplj of moi»tare they receive from irngationi and a« 
the water applied is in motion and spread over a wide surface, it gives off more vapor than 
when in its original channel or reservoir, or than could be exhaled by an unwatered soil. 
This evaporation is necessarily attended with a local refrigeration, and at the sauie time 
with an aagmentation of atmospheric moisture, though the rapid rise of the vapor to inac- 
cessible heights, and the movement of air-currents, may prevent this latter effect from being 
obvious to ordinary meteorological tests. 

t On what is called the reproduction of water employed for irrigation, see M. VIgan, 
£iHde 8ur U$ irrigationt des Pgr^nSes oriemtaU$, Paris, 1867. Pamphlet. 

t Irrigation always compacts and hardens the soil, and sometimes to a very inconvenient 
degree. I have often observed that the' alluvial bottoms of the Valderno had become by 
long watering as hard and refractory as the notorious ** white-faced clay" of the limestone 
district of New England. This, of coarse, much increases the labor both of plowing and 
of the subsequent tillage with hoe or cultivator. This effect of irrigation would be mach 
less sensible but for the fact that where wateriug is employed in field-cuUivatiun, farmers 
are tempted to rely too much on the fertilizing power of irrigation, and consequently to ase 
little manure. Land properly enriched by a liberal application of manure, is much less 
liable to become hard and tenacious by watering. Of course land is softened for the mo- 
ment by watering, though in drying it becomes harder than before. It is customary in 
.««ome parts of Tuscany to irrigate the groand after taking off a summer crop, in order both 
to soften it for plowing for autumn-sowing, and to hasten the sprouting of the winter-grain 
kown npon it. 
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capes. Hence a hifi^her valne has been ascribed to such escape-water in 
it« sabsequeiit use than in its original application. This opinion was con- 
troverted by Liebigf who taught that none of the material constitnents of 
vegetation were thus abstracted by water, and his views have been con- 
firmed by other observers. Later expmments appear to show that the 
doctrines of Liebig and his followers are not strictly true, for mineral 
and vegetable substances which enter more or less into the food of 
plants have been detected in the water of field-drains and other car- 
rents from cultivated soil. Still there is no satisfactory evidence that 
laud is on the whole impoverished by irrigation, though the consist- 
ence of the soil may sometimes be affected injuriously by it* 

20. The increase of the natural humidity of the soil provokes the 
growth of aquatic weeds, and although some English writers have 
asserted that the mareite t or water-meadows of Lombardy are not in- 
fested with these pests, I believe they are kept free from them only by 
constatit wedeing. In the rice-fields the extirpation of such plants, 
which is performed wholly by hand, is perhaps the most laborious and 
unhealthy of the toil of the cultivator, and in all freely-irrigated lands 
the borders of the channels of distribution are fringed with water-plant^ 
in spite of all efforts to destroy them, and they mark every spot of pas- 
ture and meadow surface where the flow or XMsrcolatioa ot the water is 
checked by superficial or underground obstructions. 

21. In many localities irrigation cannot be carried on upon a great 
scale without the construction of large reservoirs for retaining tbe 
precipitation of the wet season for use in the dry, and in all oriental 
and many European countries such artificial lakes are counted by thou- 
sands. Irrigation from reservoirs has most of the general inconveoi- 
ences which attend other systems, with the additional disadvantages 
that it is found in practice almost an impossibility so to secure the re- 
taining dams or walls that they do not at length burst their barriers and 
overwhelm the country below with ruinous desolation. Treatises on 
hydraulics are full of fearful examples of such calamities, and the coo- 
Btructioa of works of this sort ought never to be permitted except with 
guarantees and under circumstances which promise exceptional security. 

* Many of the inconveniences resuUinff from the division of superficial water^courses 
from their natural channels as respects tbe sup^j of lower grounds originally watered by 
them are sufficiently familiar, but the dangers of interfering with the underground circals- 
tion are far less obvious. The water of rivers is usually absorbed by their beds in large 
proportion, and though it is frequently partially restonxl to the channel at lower points by 
subterranean conduits, yet much of it always escapes laterally and is conveyed to great dis- 
tances by infiltration. In fact the supply for wells and springs upon the plains is principtily 
derived from this source, for it is only on porous or fissured soils that much rain-water 
descends to considerable depths, most of the precipitation being carried off by supefficisl 
flowage or evaporation. Hence the abstraction ot the current of a mountain-stream may 
dry up wells and springs lying miles trom its bed, and this not merely from a change of tbe 
channel of the water, out because in employing it for irrigation it is spread over a laiger 
surface, and, of course, more of it is taken up by evaporation. The consequences of sach 
diversion depend much on the character and inclination of the underlying strata, and ss 
these are usually imperfectly known, it would very rarely be possible to predict how the 
ground-water of a g^ven district would be affected by the diversion of streams flowing at s 
higher or even the same general level. The injury to a particular tract of land, from cat- 
ting off Its underground supply of water by turning brooks away from their natural beds, . 
is sometimes partially compensated by the creation of springs elsewhere from the infiltrstioa 
of water spread over the surface for irrigation. 

t The mardie of Lombardy are grounds of comparatively small extent, kept alirayt io 
grass, and almost constantly overflowed with water from springs of a temperature above that 
of the ordinary sources in that climate. The grass is cut five, six. or even more times in a 
season, and seldom made into hay, but fed rreen to stalled cattle. Horses refuse it. It is not 
profitable to raise— or, as foreign guests at Iialian tables have too often occasion to lament, 
properly to fatten — calves in Lombard v, and the cows which furnish milk for the justly-cele- 
orated dairies of those provinces are, for the most part, annually imported from Bwitserlsnd. 
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22. The quality of the grain, roots, and other vefcetables cultivated by 
irrigation is a iwint of importance, bat not hitherto suflSciently investi- 
gated. I cannot say that I find the meal of Indian corn or other cereal 
grains grown in countries where irrigation is generally practiced less 
sweet or less nutritious than that produced on our nnwatered fields. 
The wheat of Italy is excellent, and the bread of Andalusia is generally 
admitted to be both more agreeable to the palate and more nutritious 
than that of any other country. But water is sparingly applied to maize, 
and then only in times of drought, and by infiltration from currents con- 
ducted along the furrows, and wheat is hardly watered at all except oc- 
casionally in the southernmost provinces of Europe. The grasses of 
irrigated meadows, especially where, as is apt to be the case when the 
supply is abundant, water is too freely applied, though luxuriant in 
growth and of good quality for.soiling or feeding green to horned cattle, 
certainly make hay much less nutritive and less tasteful to stock than 
that grown on ground watered only by rain.* All American travelers 
find the garden vegetables of continental Europe, peas, beans, tubers, 
and roots, far less savory than with us, where water is indeed often ap- 
plied to them, but in much smaller quantities ; and it is further observed 
that though garden-seeds from the United States may produce a single 
crop of satisfactory quality in a well-watered Italian garden, yet the 
vegetables grown from the same stock in the following years rapidly 
deteriorate. Neither I, nor the friends to whom I have given seeds, 
have been able to obtain anything but stringy pods, even for one season, 
fronat American okra-seed ; and the lima benn has greatly diminished 
in productiveness, siee, and flavor, and, in fact, has almost entirely run 
out, after a few years of partial success in Tuscany, t 

v.— ECONOMICAL OBSTACLES TO IRRIGATION, 

23. Let US consider the question from a purely economical point of 
view. Irrigation is seldom practicable without a considerable pecuniary 
outlay in arrangements for collecting and distributing the water, whether 
derived from springs, lakes, wells, or precipitation. Dams, dikes, arte- 
sian borings, common wells, pumping machinery, reservoirs, aqueducts, 
siphons, and canals, or some of them, are indispensable whenever irri- 
gation is employed in any cultivation more extensive than ordinary gar- 
dening. 

24. Besides this, the ground to be watered must be leveled, graded, or 
scarped, in order to permit either the flow of a current over its whole 
snriace, or its gradual absorption and infiltration from the channels into 
which it is conducted. In new countries, and especially on lands origi- 
nally wooded, ground is almost always extremely irregular, from the 

* *' Moderate irrigation of herbaceous plants accelerates t eir germination and g^rowth; but 
it checks the ripeninp^ of their seeds, and if water is applied in excess it renders their texture 
less firm and substantial, and at the same time more subject to decomposition and WMte." — 
Firenze, 1870, p. 111. Cuppari, Manuale dell' Agricoltore. 

1 1 have never experimented on American sweet-corn in Italy for more than a single sea- 
son without renewing the seed ; but Italian friends to whom I have given the seed inform me 
that though the first crop is excellent, it rapidly degenerates. Perhaps, by longer trial and 
with more caution in the use of water, all tnese American garden-vegetables would accom- 
modate themselves to the climate of Italy, and recover their original qualities. The onion, 
perhaps for the very reason that deprives some other vecetablos of their agreeable taste, is 
much improved by free irrigation. The strong flavor so objectionable in the American onion 
is, as it were, washed out by w*atering ; and the Italian and Spanish onion may be employed 
in refined cookery with comparatively little offense. It is a point of importP.:ice to ascertain 
how the quality of the sugar-beet is affected by irrigation. 
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growth of trees and the spread of the roots, which occasion great irregu* 
larity of surface, from bowhlers, or the cropping>out of rock, and from 
other familiar causes. It is obvious that over the hollows and ridges of 
sucli a surface, water cannot be evenly and gradually distributed, and 
measures must be taken to convert the broken curves and ridges of the 
ground into companitively uniform slopes. This, indeed, is effected iu 
a certain degree by the ordinary operations of agriculture, and every 
farmer knows that an old field is much smoother than a new one. In 
fact, few things in the long-cultivated regions of the Old World strike 
the eye of an American farmer more powerfully than the regular slopes 
and long sweeps of the surface. These outlines are in part the result of 
special labor devoted to that object; but they are, in a still higher de- 
gree, perhaps, the effect of centuries of cultivation under the spade, the 
hoe, the plow, and the harrow, none of which can be long employed 
without producing a smoothingdown of the original asperities and ir- 
regularities of the ground.* The natural surface, then, except ou allu* 
vi»l plains, is usually unfavorable to the application of water to grass, or 
tilled crops grown upon it; and there are many regions in the United 
States where cultivation has not yet reduced the face of the e^rth to the 
necessary regularity, and where, of course, a good deal of Labor mast be 
I^erformed in the way of grading before irrigation can be practiced with 
advantage.! 

25. All artificial arrangements for irrigation are costly, and, of coarse, 
especially in a new country, where much building and other improve- 
ment are necessary, so far objectionable. The expenses incarred in them 
do not belong to the current annual account, but the works are generally 
of a permanent nature, and are therefore so much added to the capital 
invested. Hence settlers of limited means cannot engage in them, and 
small land-holding is discouraged. Besides this, the time and attention 
consumed in watching the canals and in admitting and shutting off the 
water are considerable, and where hand-labor is so dear as with us, this 
item would be found a not unimportant addition to the cost of agrical- 
tural operations. It is for such reasons that fiaropean economists dis- 
courage the execution of works for irrigation, unless where an abundant 
supply of water can be certainly counted on. Boussinganlt, for instance, 
states that cheap as is labor in Germany, it is not good economy in that 
(?ountry to construct even the distributing canals and other small snb- 

* This general smoothness of surface is one of the reasons why the raiu-water is more rap- 
iilly ditfcharged from it, and consequent! jr why floods are more sudden and destradiye iu 
niADj parts of Enrope than in otherwise similar regions of the United States. 

t On the Alps, irrigation is practiced almost up to the limit of perpetual frost. The water 
of melting snuw, low as is its temperature, is conducted immediately over the grass, and, 
in fact, obserring farmers in New England have noticed that the pasture-herbage on the 
borders of a snow-bank which has remained partially unthawed until late in the spring is 
particularly green and luxuriant. The mountaineers of Switzerland and of Italy have been 
compelled to exercise much ingenuity and industry in removing small accidents of surface, 
nud adapting their canals to the thousand larger curves of Alpine pastures and meadows, 
and they contrive to obtain, by watering, good crops of hay on slopes so steep ihat the 
laborers— chiefly women, I am sorry to say—cannot stand upon them without being sap- 
ported by ropes from above, or at least wearing iron crampons^ or creepers, on their shoes. 
Cutting the nay in such meadows is one of the greatest dangers of Alpine peasant life. Iu 
a small commune ou the Italian side of the mountains, with a population of a thousand souls, 
I counted, ten years ago, more than sixty small wooden crosses deposited in a couple of niches 
in the rock, as memorials of that number of persons who had lost their lives in the commune 
by accident since the year J 840. Most of the deaths were from slipping in cutting hay on 
slopes overhanging precipices or torrents, though there were several from falling from treej 
while picking the leaves to be dried and used to eke out the slender supply of winter fodder 
for the cows. Grass ground bears a high price in the Alps ; good meadow-land, with water, 
.Helling readily at frcm one to two hundred dollars an acre. 
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sidiary works, except where at least four inches of water per week onii 
be secured for the whole irrig.ited sarfiice. This point is important as 
showing the danger of entering into the system without previous carefal 
inquiry as to the sufficiency of the supply, and this again involves the 
necessity of experiment sufficiently varied and long-continued to deter- 
mine what, in a given climate and with a given system of agriculture, is 
a sufficient supply.* But I shall return to this point hereafter. 

26. There is another suggestion which it is proper to make in estimating 
the economical value of irrigation, namely, the fivct, that in some parts 
of our own country production is now overabundant, that it needs 
rather to be repressed than enlarged. When the market-price ot 
Indian corn is less than the cost of its transportation to the seaboard, 
and growers can turn it to no better account than to burn half of it for 
fael for distilling the rest, it is evident that the money it costs to raise 
the surplus yield might be more advantageously spent in creating new 
facilities for convej'ing the grain to consumers who require it for higher 
nses than in making expensive arrangements for increasing crops which 
are already so luxuriant as to be a burden rather than a blessing.! 

27. From all this it will be obvious that considerable evils necessarily 
attend the practice of field-irrigation, and that these woald be sensibly 
felt in its introduction into a country which, taken as a whole, stands 
in no special need of such a^resource for increasing its agricultural pro- 
duction, which has, near its plow-l^tnds and its meadows, no reservoir 
of Alpine snows to serve as a perpetual source of supply for canals of 
irrigation, and indeed, though with some im]K)rtant exceptions, no pecu- 
liar geographical or climatic adaptation to the system. 

* The qnantities of water applied to gTow'm^ crops in Earope are always lar^e, and the 
stntementa of some professional writers on this point seem almost incredible. According to 
Boussing^ault, meadowd require in Oermanj a supply eqaal ti eif^ht and a half inches per 
week, the water bein|2^ admitted from twenty-five to thirty times in the course of the season. 
Purxi makes a similar computation for France, and thinks double this quantity would not 
be too much. — Boussingault, Sconomie rurafe, vol. ii, p. 246. 

The measurement*) of Herv§ Manfifon, a very hiji^h authority, f^ive in f^eneral considerably 
larger amounts, and it is sing^ular that in the mountainous and comparatively cold depart- 
ment of the Vosges, much more water is applied than in the w%rm climate of Southern France. 
Thus, in one meadow examined by him, tne water flowed over the soil durin^r eleven hnn- 
•Ired and seventy-eight hour?*, divided into eig;ht periods, between the 23d of November and 
1 Ith of Anp^ust, and the quantity applied was equal to about 27 feet, or seven or eig;ht times the 
u<iual rain-fall for the whole year. In another case, to use his own words, he found that the 
t|nantitv applied in one year ** would cover the soil with a stratum of water about thirteen 
hundred feet deep," or about an avera^ of three feet and six-tenths per day through the 
year. The soil thus received daily a quantity of water equal to the whole annual rain-fkll. 
In these cases, irriffatiou was continued through the winter — M. Herv£ Manoon, Experi 
'urtM nr remplm ats eaux tiaui hi irrigations, 2d edition. Paris, 1869. 

tA hundred years ago France grew more wheat than could be consumed in bread, cakes, 
and pastry at the tables of the rich ; the poor, who lived on black bread, u^ing of course no 
wheat-flour. Fashion furnished a means of disposing of the surplus grain by converting it 
into articles employe I iu personal decoration. It is a well-stteited fact that at the prioil I 
•speak of, the pecuniary value of the products of the starch- factories which supplied the politt^ 
world with hnir-powder also, was thric« as great as that of the paper manufactured in France, 
and the French nation *' expended in soiling the heads of a few with powder ** 33 pet 
cent, more than for soap to cleanse tho person and the linen of the whole population. — 
Passy, Le» maekinet, p. 146. 

The monstrous frills, ruffs, and mffies, then worn by both sexes, occasioned the consumpt'oa 
of much more starch than is required for the plain linen now tised by gentlemen, and the 
»ubstittttion of a larger proportion of silk for vegetable tissues in ladies* attire has greatly 
reduced the demand for starch for their habiliments. 

Hair-powder, which, in the last century, was essential to full dresi^, is again coming into 
vogue, and the omnipotence of Parisian fashion may restore to starch its ancient dignity and 
importance. Hence a revolution in the costume of our ** upper ten " may perhaps hereaf'er 
relieve in some slight degree the bursting granaries of our western corn -growers by apply- 
ing their contents to new or rather enlarged uses* 



Digitized by LjOOQIC 



372 REPORT OF THE COMMISSIONER OP AGRICULTURE. 
VI.— ADVANTAGES OF IRRIGATION. 

28. Bat my object in pointing out these evils with something of detail 
has been to inculcate the necessity of caution in attempting a great and 
general revolution in our agricultural methods, and by no means to dis- 
courage careful study of the subject or judicious experiment in appro- 
priate localities. On the contrary, I am well aware that there are ex- 
tensive territories in our domain where permanently remunerative agri- 
culture is impracticable without irrigation, and indeed I am convinced 
that there is scarcely any part of our soil where it may not be, at least 
occasionally, employed with great advantage. 

29. The force of the objections I have stated depends much on the 
physical conditions of the region in which irrigation is employed, and 
there are whole counties in many of our Eastern States where they have 
little or no application ; while in other localities they may, by judicious 
legislative and economic measures, be almost Wholly obviated, and in 
still others abundantly compensated. 

30. Thns, in elevated and mountainous districts, water is usually abun- 
dant, and its sources so numerous that almost any land-holder may se- 
cure one or more of them for his own sole use, without clashing with the 
rights and interests of his neighoor. Hence the division of the soil into 
comparatively small estates is promoted ; fpr though, in new countries 
like ours, mountain-lauds are thinly, inhabited and held in large tracts, 
yet well-watered hill-pastures gradually rise in value, and these at liist 
become the homes of a comparatively dense population, each of whom 
is the lord — not of square miles, indeed, but — of acres of productive soil 

31. In such territories, irrigation does not injuriously affect the health 
of the population. Malarious influences are exerted not by flowing or 
even by freely-percolating water. It is only when the fluid stagnates 
on the surface, or in the soil, that it becomes peniicious. In the hills, 
the inclination promotes the swift flow of water over the gronnd, or 
along the canals, and its descent by infiltration is also too rapid to ad- 
mit It to become a cause ot vegetable putrescence. In Central and 
Southern Europe, almost all the surface of the mountains which has not 
been swept away by torrents is irrigated through the summer ; but fevers 
and other malarious diseases do not occur in those regions, and they are 
regarded by many European physicians as especially salabrious even for 
persons aftected with pulmonary complaints. 

32. The beneficial efl'ects of irrigation in monntainons countries are 
not confined solely to the watering of the crops. It checks the too rapid 
flow of the waters of precipitation, and thus exerts an important geo- 
graphical, if not climatic, influence. A large proportion of the water 
permitted to spread over the surface, and meander along the canals in 
the upland meadows and pastures, is absorbed by the earth and slowly 
filtered down, refreshing the roots of the plants it encounters in its 
passage, until at a somewhat lower level it bursts out in the form of 
springs. It is a familiar observation in all the older American States 
that the hills. are growing constantly drier and the herbage less abund- 
ant, and that the springs which formerly supplied this stock are disap- 
pearing.* The principal cause of this disastrous cl;iange is undoubtedly 

* I shall Dot attempt to say wbether there is any sufficient reason to believe that, from un- 
known causes, vast territories, and even whole continents, are permanently losing their 
supply of water, but the process of gradual desiccation which follows the deetmction of the 
forests certainly goes on tor generations, and not improbably for centnries. Hence we may 
suppose that, unless a remedy is applied, the uplands in all onr Atlantic States will p^w 
more and more arid and barren, and hnally become as waste as the most parched and naked 
mountain-ridges of Central and Southern Europe. 
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the destruction of the forests which once clothed the crest of every 
u)oun>aiu, and which, it is earnestly to be hoped, will soon be at least 
])artiany restored. The replanting of the woods is a slow process, and 
the continued drying-up of the soil is every day rendering it more and 
more difficult. In the mean time, the introduction of a general system 
of irrigiition at the highest levels where watier can still be found, aided 
by the excavation of simple reservoirs on the hilltops, and at other 
higher points for retainins: the water of rains and melting snows until it 
can be applied to the surface by can Us or absorbed by the earth, would 
do very much to retard the unfavorable change which is now taking 
])lace in tlie water-supply of our mountain-farms, and would, at the 
same time, greatly augment the product of our grass-grounds, and often 
of onr plow-lands. 

33. It has been observed in Europe that draining the soil, either by 
surface or by underground conduits, tends to increase the suddenness 
and violence of inundations by promoting a too rapid discharge of the 
waters into river-channels. Irrigation in the mountains, or even on the 
plains, has the contrary effect by retaining mii«h of the water until it 
ci>n be returned to the atmosphere in the form of vapor. Draining then 
deranges the harmony of nature by interfering with her methods of 
maintaining a regularinterchange and circulation of humidity between 
the atmosphere, the earth, and the sea. Irrigation is in effect a partial 
return to the economy of our great material parent by regulating that 
circulation in a manner analogous to her primitive processes. 

34. Where springs are numerous, as they usually are in hilly countries, 
only smiill and cheap canals, easily accommodated to the accidents of 
snriface, are needed for the diversion of water from its natural channels, 
to flow over the surface of the ground or to moisten the roots of the 
grass by infiltration from the artificial water-courses. But the moderate 
extent and capacity of the necessary canals is not the only advantage 
of an inclined and undulating surface in the supply of water for. , the 
crops. Billy and winding slopes admit of a simple and efficient mode 
of irrigation, or rather of a substitute for the practice which is not 
available on level soils. The method in question has been practiced, 
with success in many parts of the United States, where it is known by 
the name of circling^ and it is very highly recommended by all European 
writers. It consists in horizontally, terracing the slopes or even simply 
furrowing them with the side-hill plow, and leaving the surface p er- 
nianently in this condition. Tlie rains and melting snow are arrested 
by the little platforms and ditches thus produced, and gradually sink 
into the ground instead of running off the surface, and thus supply 
sufficient moisture for vegetation. It has been found that even in the 
parched provinces of Southern France soils thus, treated produce a» 
vastly-increased amount of herbage or of other small crops, and this. 
system, as has been observed in regard to ordinary methods of irrigOr^ 
tion, has a collateral advantage of serious Lmpoi^tance in countries sub^ 
ject to inundation. The water of precipitation, which soaks into the 
ground instead of rushing swiftly into the tributaries of great rivers 
and suddenly sVrelling them into raging floods, is retained long in the 
soil, and finally carried off by slow subterranean conductio.n, or restored 
to the atmosphere through absorption and exhalations by vegetables, 
or by direct evaporation from the surface, and thus equilibrium is re- 
stored.* In a large part of our territory, then,, and esjjecially in that 

* A soraewhnt more coinplicated^but much more efficient; system ofcircling than that referred 
to in the tozi was invented^aud introduced into Xuscauy with great advautage eurly iu this 
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best suited to the important branch of dairy husbandry, irrigation 
would not only be unattended with many of the evils which are in some 
degree inseparable from it on soils of a ohampaign-coufignration, bat 
might be introduced at a very moderate cost, and probably with very 
beneficial results to our agricultural and other social interests. 

VII.— DUTIES OF GOVERNMENT ON THIS SUBJECT. 

35. The expediency of resorting to irrigation as a general and regular 
feature of our entire system of rural husbandry is a mnc^h more complex 
and difficult question. Of course, 1 do not now refer to the agriculture 
of the comparatively-rainless zones of our territory, where all cultiva- 
tion is impracticable without the artificial application of water to grow- 
jng crops. But even tliere, urgent as is the necessity of immediate pro- 
vision for at least a temporary supply of water to lands lately brought, 
or now about to be brought, under cultivation, there is even greater 
need of caution and circums]»ection in the construction of i)ermaneut 
works for the diversion of springs and rivers from their natural chan- 
nels, and it ought to be the first care of the governments of those teni- 
tories to see that private individuals or associations do not acquire title 
by hasty grant or prescriptive rights, by appropriating to their own ex- 
clusive use the scanty supply which nature designed for the common 
benefit of all. 

36. The duties of the general and the local governments of the CTnited 
States in regard to the branch of rural economy we are discussing are 
by no means confined to the simple protection of natural waters from 
private encroachment. In the general unfamiliarity of our people with 
this important subject, we must look to our rulers, both for information 
on its practical and economical aspects, and for such legislation as shall 
prevent the greatest amount of evil and secure the greatest amount of 
good from the introduction of a system so new to us, and which, like 
all attempts to appropriate to the use of individuals gifts of nature which 
have long been common to all, must clash with many rooted prejudices, 
many established customs, and many supposed indefeasible rights. 

37. Government ought, then, to take steps for collecting and diflfusing 
the existing knowledge on this subject, and where that knowledge is 
deficient, to supplement it by encouraging and aiding experiment, and 
by special inquiry into the physical condition and capabilities, the wants 
and the means, of all our territory where the direct natural supply of 
water from the heavens is insufficient in quantity or too irregular in 
distribution, to satisfy the needs of cultivated vegetation. 

38. Much of the practical information needed may be gathered from 
European experience, and from the study of the methods now employed 
in those exceptional parts of our territory where irrigation has been long 
practiced. But the climate and other physical conditions of most of 
our States, and many of the crops best suited to their soil and sky, are 
so different from those of the irrigated countiiesl refer to, that much 
experiment is needed in order to adapt the fruits of that experience and 
the application of those methods to soils and crops hitherto cultivated 
by simpler and more familiar processes. Private experiment iu fa- 
vorable localities may, and doubtless will, do much to throw light on 
this subject, but the knowledge thus gained will be too local and too 
special to be of much general value, and we need some easily accessible 

century by Testaferrata, a peasant employed as a farm- manager by the Ridolfi fa nily< I 
cannot here ^o into details, but a description of the method will be found in OoSlMO 
Ridolfi, Ltzvoni Orali di Agraria, vol. ii, 460 and the following pages. 
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prelimiaary sonrce of instruction to ser^e as a guide and a safeguard to 
private enterprise. This can scarcely be furnished, except by either the 
Federal or State governments, and, in fact, important contributions to 
oor knowledge on this subject have already been published and widely 
chcnlated in the r<>ports of the Department of Agriculture at Washing- 
ton. But what seems to be specially wanted is a series of brief reports 
of experiments deliberately made by persons of known competence, un- 
der Government patronage or sanction, in each geographical section of 
our country having marked peculiarities of climate, soil, and adaptabil- 
ity to special culture. ^ 

39. Such experiments would embrace the investigation of the best 
methods and seasons of administering water to different crops, and of the 
quantities required for each ; the increase in the quantity of the product 
from irrigation, as ascertained by actual comparison with similar crops 
grown without water, but otherwise under similar coAditions ; the rel- 
ative quality of watered and unwatered vegetables in point of flavor 
and of nutritive properties, as well as of richness in saccharine matter, 
vinous juices, or other important constituents — and this, as I have 
already observed, has not been sufficiently investigated in Europe; the 
relative rapidity and period of growth and ripening of watered and 
unwatered crops ; liability to disease or attack by insects ; adaptation 
for drying or other modes of preservation ; effect of watering the soil 
as to danger of injury by frost; accurate computation of the relative 
cost of cultivation with and without water; and other points which 
would naturally suggest themselves to experimenters seeking for knowl- 
edge rather than for immediate profit. 

40. These experiments would not include the construction of great 
canals of diversion^ which, as we shall see, ought to be provided for in 
another way; though the simplest and most economical subsidiary works 
for the distHbution of the water should form a subject of investigation. 

41. But experiments of this sort would be of comparatively little valne 
nnless accompanied, if not preceded, by a hydrographical survey of all 
the territory which requires or admits of irrigation for agricultural 
purposes. Even in Italy, where irrigation has been largely pnicticed for 
thousands of years, Gastellani thought, in the time of the first Napoleon, 
that such a survey was not only a necessary preliminary to all improve- 
ment and all new legislation on the subject, but was indispensable even 
to the maintenance of the existing system. Snch a survey would em- 
brace the quantity of wacer which can be furnished by the lakes and 
rivers of each hydrographieal basin ; the possibility of augmenting the 
supply by diversion of currents from localities where no agricultural 
application of them is practicable, or where the supply is in excess of 
the demand, by artesian borings, common wells, or reservoirs for retain- 
ing flood- water and melting snow; the ordinary temperature — a point 
of very great im|>ortance; mineral constituents, and quantity and quality 
of the sedimentary matter of each sonrce; * the probable effects of the 

* AUhoof^bf as I have stated in the text, the (glacial waters of the Alps are applied to gras*- 
firronnds with advantage, yet to many cultivated ve^^etables water or a low temperature is 
positively injurioos, and there is probably no case of a tilled crop where, other thin^^ bein^ 
equal, the value of water is not directly proportional to its warmth. The cold current of the 
Dora Baltea proved almost destructive to the harvests in the rice-fields of Piedmont to which 
it was conducted. 

In most parts of the United States, the water of natural sprinj^s and rivulets does not con- 
tain ioitredtents hurtful to veg^etation. But in minings and in volcanic regions, as for exam* 
pie in Sidl^, the water of such sources is ofteu poisonous to plants. Hence, the currents 
which rise in the Sieri-a Nevada and other western mountain-chains may be found both too 
cold, at lea^t in elevated districts, for any crop^ but {^rass, and too h?avlly charged with 
mineral constituents to be of any value fur irrigation. i ^^^T/c. 
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diversioD of carrents from their natural channels, as respects the supply 
for existing or necessary hydraalic works for mechanioal purposes, for 
aqaedacts for great cities, for rivalets, springs and wells, at lower levels 
by infiltration and percolation from river-beds ; and the best points for 
the construction of reservoirs and canals of diversion. 

42. 8uch a survey, or at least something approximate, is an indispen- 
sable basis for all sound legislation on the subject: and it will be found, 
I doubt not, in America, as it has been in most European countries, that 
the first article of the wau^r-oode should be a declaration that all laki)s, 
rivers, and natural water-courses are the inalienable property of the State, 
and that no diversion of water from its natural channels is lawful with- 
out the permission of the public authorities. Very probably constitu- 
tional amendments would be necessary before such a declaration could he 
effectual ; and independently of this, vested rights, for which compensa- 
tion ought to be made, may in many cases have been acquired by legis- 
lative grant or by prescription. Perpetual concessions of water-rights 
to individuals or to corporations, or even grants for more than a very 
limited number of years, ought to be forbidden by constitutional provis- 
ion, both on general principles of legislation, and because, in consequence 
of the change of volume in water-courses from the destruction of forests 
and from other causes, and of the varying niimbers and wants of the 
population, a grant, which at a given period was unobjectionable, may 
become highly injurious to the public interests ten years later. 

43. Not only the natural water-courses, but the principal reservoirs 
and canals also, ought to belong to the State and be always administered 
by it. Such works will seldom be properly and securely constructeil hy 
private persons or bodies, and the management of them by individnals, 
and especially by corporations, will always be liable to abuse and gross 
corruption. No irrigation-works, in fact, except for the distribution of 
water over private grounds, after it has once been withdrawn, under 
Oovernment supervision, from Government sources of supply, ought to 
be intrusted to private hands. 

44. There are, no doubt, serious objections to the assumption of such 
burdens and such responsibilities by republican governments, but there 
are also graver and, as I think, insuperable objections to any other sys- 
tem. Financially, at least, public operations of this sort, if not too 
precipitately undertaken, might, and probably would, be highly advan- 
tageous. The truly stupendous net-work of canals lately constructed 
in India by the British government, taken as a whole, yields a fair rate 
of interest, and some of the more important branches return annnally 
more than 20 per cent, on their entire cost. The government irri- 
gation-works in Italy and France, too, have been found highly remu- 
nerative as a direct investment. But the financial profits of such works 
are not by any means to be measured by the income from the rent of 
the water alone. The vastly-increased production from irrigated lands, 
by enriching individuals and promoting thegeneral prosperity, furnishes 
a greatly-enlarged base for taxation, and in this, as in most other cases, 
the best and securest revenue of a State is that which goes to fill the 
pockets of its citizens. The canal Oavour, lately constructed in Pied- 
mont, and which, it was computed, would water not far from 300,000 
acres, was undertaken by a corporation composed, in large proportion, 
of English stockholders. The managers proved as dexterous financiers 
as those of the most successful American ^' rings ^ and Or6ditB Mobiliers, 
and the result was that, though the speculators made fortunes, the 
shareholders had sunk their capital before the work was completed. 
The Italian government was obliged to interfere, and finally purchiused 
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the canal ; and there is no doubt that it^will prove very profitable as an 
iiumediate investment, and still more so as an indirect source of in- 
come, from the increased wealth of the community. 

The details of administrative legislation on the subject of water-aup- 
ply will be found full of difficulty, and experience will doubtless show 
the necessity of frequent amendment of even the most carefully consid- 
ered codes which may be adopted. In legislating on a subject so new 
to as, we cannot expect to give in a day a satisfactory solution to prob- 
lems which, after centuries of experience, have not yet been fully mas- 
tered by the wisdom of the philosophers and lawgivers of Europe. Still, 
in spite of the difficulty of reconciling American institutions and habits 
with many of the legal provisions applicable to the material and social 
conditions of the Old World, I imagine that this branch of European juris- 
prudence is as well worthy of study and imitation among us as for- 
eign methods of practical irrigation. The literature of European legis- 
lation, customary law, and judicial action on this subject is voluminous 
enough to form a library of itself, and in latter years much has been 
done to lighten the labor of research on water-questions, and to facili- 
tate the appliciition of the law by legislative codification as well as by 
the compilation of digests and compends by private jurists.* The study 
of such works, many of which, no doubt, are to be found in the library 
of the Department of Agriculture, at Wa^ington, would be an almost 
indispensable preparation for drawing up a code of water-law, and would 
prevent many errors of legislation, lK»th in principle and detail. 

45. It is evident that, for constitutional and other obvious reasons, 
little of the legislation on this subject properly belongs to the Federal 
Government, though Congress might take measures to prevent danger- 
ous interference with the natural drainage of what remains of the public 
lands of the nation, and the acquisition of vested rights in the waters of 
these lands, as well as generally in the Territories. This might be done 
either by a general declaration of the right of the nation to the property 
oi f4uch waters, subject to alienation only in favor of State governments, 
or by special reservation in all land-grants in districts where irrigation 
is, or is likely to become, important. But the regulation and adminis- 
tration of the general water-supply, the special legislation respecting 
use, and against abuse, in the distribution of water, and the prevention 
of such modes of applying or discharging it i\H may be injurious to 
health or to a proper fluid circulation in the territory, must belong to 
the State governments, which alone can possess the local knowledge 
uecessary to guide the law-making power. 

46. In States where irrigation has an actual or a prospective impor- 
tance as a general agricultural process, the Government ought — 

* AmoDg^ the most recent and mo8t comprehensive of these isCalandiia, Maauale Idrau- 
liro Ltgaie, Savigflians, JS70, 1 vol., 12mo, 547 pp. I recommend also an onprete idin^ 
pttoiphlet by the eminent geographer, Cristofom Negri, under the title Idee element ari ptr 
nna Legge in Materia di Aeque, Torino, J8<54. Other works of value are : H. Baird SvirrH» 
Italian Irrigation, ^2d edition, London, 1855, 2 vols,, 8vo, and atlas; C.C. ScoTT MoN- 
r4<fEPF, Irriifaiion in Southern Europe^ London, 18(>8, I vol, 8vo; A. ViGNOTTi, Ds irri- 
gattTns da Fiimont et de ia Lombardie^ Paris, 1863, l:2mc, pamphlet; P. CUPPAKl, Manu- 
mle del Agricoltore, Firenze, J87U, 1 vol., 12mo: G. Togliaskochi, Canali delCalta Lorn- 
kardia^ Milano, 1872. 8vo, pamphlet ; N. B£ARDMORE, JUanual of Hffdrology, wiih Htfd'aulic 
and other Tabte$^ London, 1862, 1 vol., 8vo ; A. DUMOMT, De» traveaux publics dans Uurs 
rapports avee I' agriculture, Paris, 1848, 1 vol., 8vo ; M. G. DE Passy, £tude sur le s^rciee 
hydranlique^ Paris, 1868, 1 vol.tS vo; and especially the works of Nadault de Buffo i, on 
irrigation and general agriculture. All the writings of the eminent engineer Lombardini, of 
Milan, are of great value; and it is impossible to acquire a fair knowledge of the hvdraulie 
iiystem of Upper Italy without a study of them. They are numerous, and (or the most 
part published in the form of contributions to scientific periodicals ; but many of them 
h«ve bwn «parately printed. ^,^^^^ ^^ i^OOglc 
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To assume the absolute and perpetual ownership of all natural waters 
except small lakelets and springs or rivulets of a volume barely suffi- 
cient for the irrigatiou of private estates of moderate extent iu which 
they lie or rise ; 

To provide for a complete hydrographical survey, and, as fast as the 
necessary information is required and the need of sucb works is felt, to 
proceed to the construction of canals of diversion, reservoirs, and feed- 
ers, which, like natural rivers and lakes, shall remain forever the prop- 
erty of the State ; 

To secure the permanence of the springs and streamlets which feed 
the rivers and the lakes by prohibiting the destruction of the forests 
around them, and by the plantation of woods in suitable localities, as 
well as by other available measures ; 

To prohibit the cultivation of rice or other aquatic crops, and the 
retting of hemp or other vegetables, except in isolated localities remote 
from human habitation and routes of travel ; 

To provide for the draim-geor fllling up of malarious swamps, anrl to 
establish regulations respecting the discharge of water flowing from or 
over irrigated lands so that it shall not injure lower grounds, or stag- 
nate in or on the soil to the prejudice of the public health ; 

To prescribe the mode of withdrawal of water from the public sources 
by canals of distribution for private use, and to determine the method 
of measurement of the quantity withdrawn; 

To make rules for fixing the rates of compensation to the State for 
the use of the water, and to establish local boards or tribunals, with 
lK)wer to assign the volume and seasons of distribution to the respective 
landholders within the precincts of the source ; and 

To provide that, in proper cases and on eq^ui table terms, the owners or 
occupants of lands not bordering on public waters shall have a right of 
passage over lands lying contiguous to snch waters for constructing 
and maintaining canals across them, and of using waste water flowing or 
I^ercolating from grounds at a higher level. 

47. These are the principal points to which the attention of the legis- 
lature should be directed ; and it is obvious that, with our vast variety 
of soil, climate, crops, and geographical surface, no system can be de- 
vised which would be universally applicable. Every State must frame 
a code suited to the physical and social conditions of its own territory; 
and even without those limits, exceptional provisions adapted to special 
localities or branches of agricultural industry will often be requisite. 

48. Kext to the sanitary regulations, 1 have no doubt that the leading 
feature of special State legislation on this subject should b*e provisious 
not merely for securing the rights of small landholders, but for* encour- 
aging the division of the soil into estiites or farms of relatively narrow 
extent. This may be accomplished, in part at least, by conferring upon 
such landholders^ the privilege of withdrawing a larger proportion of 
water, or of using it at a lower rate of compensation than that allowed 
to great proprietors ; and further encouragement might advantageously 
be granted to poorer occupants who build and inhabit houses upon these 
lands. The Moors introduced into their Spanish provinces practical 
methods of irrigation, and the Spaniards, a people to whom we do nol 
habitually look f6r instruction iu jurisprudence, have built up on the 
rude foundation of Moorish water-law a hydraulic code, framed with 
special reference to this end. A large proportion of the Spanish penin- 
sula is divided into small parcels and cultivated very successfully under 
thii} system. Many of the provisions of the Moorish law are still in force 
iu the provinces they occupied, and iu some places local tribunals, first 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



lERIGATION — ^ITS EVILS, ETC. 379 

iostitated by the Moors, having exdaaive jnrisdiction of water-qaestioDS, 
still exist and hold daily sessions daring the season of irrigation, for 
sammarily tryiug and deciding, without appeal, all controversies arising 
within their precincts respecting water* rights.* 

Vin.— AETIFICIAL METHODS OP OBTAINING WATER. 

49. There are many localities where an adeqnate supply of water fbr 
household purposes and for irrigation may be obtained by simple 
methods without resorting to running streams or other public waters. 
Much \and in Italy, Spain, and other countries is irrigated with water 
drawn from common wells by cheap machinery worked by horse-power; 
artesian and tubular wells are also largely employed for the same ]>ur- 
pose; and copious springs may often be reached by driving short 
tunnels into hill-sides.t Another excellent method, practiced with 
much success in France, is that of conducting the rain and snow water 
from hollow sIoi>es of grass-ground of a considerable surface into cisterns, 
or iuto'filtering receptacles, consisting merely of a relatively small extent 
of sand or porous earth laid over a pavement or bed of clay some four or 
five feet below the surface. In this way, a large proportion of the pre- 
cipitation received by the slope is retained, aTid perennial springs are 
formed at a less expense than is very frequently incurred in conducting 
water from only a moderate distauce.l Contributions of this sort de- 
serve encouragement, because they render the farmer independent both 
of his neighbor and of the public; and even if the first cost of the works 
is somewhnt greater than that of a canal from some source not his own, 
he will generally be, on the whole, a gainer by procuring a supply abso- 
lutely at his control. 

IX. — IMPUOVING LAND AND RAISING ITS SURFACE BY FLOODING. 

51. I have thus far used the term irrigation in its common and only 
proiier sense, which is the artificial supplying of ordinary water to grow- 
ing crops. Pure water is a constituent of all vegetable substances, and 
iD also serves as a solvent for other elements of growth, and as a medium 

*Ou inif^tionin Spain, see Jaubgrt, dbPass^E, Voyage en Espagne, 1819 M. AVMASn, 
irrigatioHt Hu midi He V E$pagne, Pans, 1864, 1 vol., 8vo, and atlas; C. R. MarkuaM, On 
Spanish Irrigali&n, London, 1 vol., 8vo., 1867, and works therein cited. 

t 111 Persia, tunoels for this purpose, of incredible length and very simple construction, are 
frequently excavated. Chardin describes these tunnels in the fourth volume of the Paiis 
edition of his travels, 1811, and states that they are carried to a distance of twenty or thirty 
miles, and sometimes much more. This would be almost beyond belief, were not Char- 
din*d accounts confirmed by the recent testimony of Colonel 'Jhesney. On sloping grounds 
in Lombardy, which receive a subterranean supply by intiltration from mountain lakes and 
streams, water is cheaply obtained by what are called /o»to«i/t. These are small reservoirs, 
excavated to a moderate depth, and connected by open ditches extending up the slope lo 
small springs, whose water is collected in barrels sunk in the ground to receive it, and if the 
aapfily is insufficient, the water from several small sources, aided perhaps by an artesian weH 
ot* little depth, is united, and the whole conducted to a common receptacle. See VldNOTTl, Dei 
irriqalvtne du PUmonl et de la Lombardie, 1863; and J. B DkntoN, On Water-Supplu to Vil- 
ta^e* and Farma^ London, lriti5, pamphlet. It mn^t be observed, as an important foct, but 
recently brought into notice, that river-water, especially in time of flood, is vastly more fertil- 
izing than spring or even rain water. The temperature, too, is a matter of much consequence ; 
mid ground-water, however obtained, ought to be exposed to the sun and air in cisterns or 
reservoirs long enough to become warm before using it for irrigation. 

X Some yearssince. Dumas, a French engineer, proposed a method of economizing the water 
f precipitation — more than three-quarters of which usually run to waste — by a general sys- 
tem of circling, ditching, reservoirs, and cisterns The plan of Dumas is materially, and'in 
many situations doubtless economically, feasible, and might be extended over large ateas 
ivith advantage. In any event, his work, La science des /tntaiaes^ Paris, 1857, 1 vol., 8vo, 
\%hich \a full of valuable suggestions, is well worth perusal. i r^r^n]t> 
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for introdacin^ tbem through the roots into the tissues of plants. It 
is usually chiefly with reference to these functions of water that means 
are employed for bringing it within reach of the organs of vegetable 
nutrition. But water is never found chemically pure, and the current 
of the most limpid spring always contains more or less foreign matter 
in a gaseons or solid state. This matter generally possesses fertilizing 
properties, and it consequently both immediately promotes the growth 
of the plants to which it is applied and enriches the soil, by depositing 
on or in it extraneous matter not at once taken up by the absorbent 
action of the plants. This latter advantage is merely incidental, and is 
never the direct object of what is appropriately called irrigation. But, 
for want of a proper specific word in our English vocabulary, the term 
iiTigation is sometimes applied to a pi^actice the object of which is not 
to promote the growth of a single annual or biennial crop, bat to en- 
rich permanently the ground to which it is applied, by exposing it to 
the action of water abounding in the gaseous, the organic, and the 
mineral elements of vegetable life, and by depositing on its surface a 
layer of fertile sedimentary matter, and often, at the same time, to raise 
considerably the level of the ground. This practice has been exten- 
sively and most advantageously employed on the shores of Holland and 
the adjacent states, as well as'in England, and even on our own coast 
In these instances the water is salt, and is supplied by the tides of the 
sea. But a similar application of fresh water has long been knowu, and 
it has wrought real geographical revolutions in Italy and elsewhere, 
by filling up malarious marshes and other low grounds, and thus at 
once creating an arable soil and cutting off a dangerous source of fatal 
disease. In fact, common river-nieHdows, intervales or bottoms, and 
even vast alluvial plains, as in Egypt, in Assyria, and in Lot^ibardy, 
which are generally of extraordinary fertility, have been formed by a 
natural process of this sore, and thus destructive floods, which along 
the swifc tributaries of rivers wash away much valuable soil, make some 
amends by spreading it out again in broad expanses. It is but lately 
that anything important has been done in the United States in the way 
of artificial contrivance for thus utilizing the water of river-floods, and 
compelling it bv dikes and canals to deposit its precious freight at 
the will and for the convenience of man; but the subject is at- 
tracting great attention in Europe,* and we in America are beginning 
to realize the immense benefits which may be derived fvoia a judicioas 
imitation of this as well as other spontaneous processes of nature. Tbi8 
method of physical improvement is attended with few or none of the 
evils which are almost inseparable from ordinary irrigation, and it has 
the important advantage of exercising a beneficial rather than an in- 
jurious sanitary action. There is reason to believe that the leveling up 
of swamps and other low grounds, by retaining on them flood-water 
long enough to allow it to deposit its sediment, and especially by ein- 
])loying upland streams to wash away waste earth and spread it over 

*A popular treatine, by Millet, Les merveilies desfleuv^ et des ruisseauxy Paris, 1<^I« 
contains many most intdfestin^ facts in reference to the very great value of flooding Uati 
vritli river-water, as a means of permanently enriching it. Among these are observatioDS on 
the powerful fertilizing action of carbonic acid and other gases, carbonates, silicates, atd 
phosphates, and other mineral substances contained in the flood- water of rivers, and il» 
statement that at a winter temperature of from 32^+ to 43^+ Fahrenheit, both ligneoiu 
and herbaceous vegetables will bear submersion for a considerable time without aoy io* 
juiious consequences to their organism, and consequently this method of fertilization nuij 
oken be resorted to without the loss of a single crop. See, also. Hbrve Mangos, Eipi- 
rience »nr Vemploi de Veau dans Its irri^aii tnt. Perhaps the best source of information on 
the subject of submersion of land, however, id NaoaCLT DE Buffon, Ujfdrjlogie agricMt, 
Palis, IftiT, J vol., tJvo, and atlas. - ^^^i^ 
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moraflses and other depressions of snrface, would rescae for cultivation 
and habitation much unproductive aud unhealthy soil. Few modes of 
amelioration of natural conditions are better worthy of public patron- 
age and encouragement, or at least of experiment, than ttiis.* 

52. The limits of space to which this communication is necessarily re- 
stricted have obliged me to content myself with a very superficial view 
of this important subject, and I cannot enter here at all into financial 
statistics or other material details. I am, however, thoroughly convinced, 
after much observation and inquiry, that irrigation may be immensely 
extended among us with great economical advantage, and that, by rea- 
sonable prudence, and above all by a sufficient exercise of moral cour- 
age by our rulers, nearly all the evils which ordinarily attend the prac- 
tice may be avoided, or at least greatly mitigated. We are in a position 
to protect ourselves and our posterity by, it' I may use so hard a word, 
prophylactic measures — to supply the remedy before the disease mani- 
fests itself; whereas, in the Old World, irrigation had become a widely- 
spread and deeply-rooced agricultural method before its mischiefs were 
appreciated or even suspected, and a preventive policy came too late. 
European legislation has always been necessarily directed mainly to the 
combating or compensating of already-existing evils. Ours, by wise 
precautions, may prevent their occurrence. As I have already said, 
ample means of information respecting European usage aud legislation 
exist, and the volumes I have specially referred to, though by no means 
exhaustive, will at least servo as useful introductions to the study of 
agricultural hydrology. 

In a new edition of my '^ Man and Nature," now in course of publication 
at New York, I have discussed with comparative fullness many of the 
points here barely touched upon ; and to that work, and the authorities 
cited in it, I take the liberty to refer the reader. 



DIGEST OF STATE REPORTS. 

INDIANA. 

The twenty-third annual report of the Indiana State Board of Agri- 
culture for 1873 contains the transactions of the board for the year 
named, and the proceedings of the January meeting for 1874. The work 
contains, as a frontispiece, a plate of the State fair and expositiou 
buildings at Indianapolis, which were erected at a cost of over $100,000. 
The lands and buildings now owned by the society are valued at over 
$300,000. The report also contains a lithographic map, by counties, 
showing the location and extent of the recently-discovered block-coal 
measures of the State. 

The advancement and improvement of agriculture in the State during 
the past year has been very encouraging. At the last State fair every 
department was well tilled, and the articles exhibited were generally of 
the highest order of excellence. The livestock department was espe- 
cially noticeable for the large display of grades and thorough-breds, and 
gave abundant evidence of rapid improvement in farm-animals. Ke. 

*Ofi this subject see the remMrkable works of A. Duponchel, Acant projet pouria cria- 
tion (tun solferii/e, Montpelier, 186 1, bvo, pamphlet; and Traiti (VhydraHlique el de g^o- 
iog'e agrieoUff I aris, 1S6S, Svo. 
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ports from district and county societies show these local or^nizations 
to bo in a more flourishing and prosperous condition than usual. 

President Sutherland, in his annual address before the board, con- 
gratulates its members on the fact that the past year has been one of 
unusual .prosperity to the people of the State. He thought it might be 
truthfully said of them that they possessed within their borders as many 
of the necessaries, for the sustenance of life for man and beast, as any 
State in the Union. Referring to the survey made by Professor Oox, 
State geologist, the president says that the rapid development of seem- 
ingly inexhaustible beds of block-coal of the best quality, which needs 
no coking for the smelting of iron, of the rich iron-ore and boundless 
quantities of superior stone which have been discovered in various sec- 
tions of the State, are causing a steady inflow of population from every 
quarter of the globe. Every railroad in the State is engaged largely 
in freighting these products. There is no one thing which has occurred 
since the formation of the State that has done more toward increasing 
it« population and wealth than this survey. 

The secretary complains of the negligence of the managers of local 
societies in sending in their reports, and says the tardiness on the part 
of the officers of these associations renders the compilation of statisti- 
cal information relating to agricultural productions an impossibility 
within the year in which they are produced^ He advises a uniform day 
throughout the State for the election of officers of all county and district 
societies. At present the time of such election ranges from September 
until the following May, and frequently is the occasion of great trouble 
and delay in mailing matter for the societies. 

Much space in the report is devoted to a description of the new ex- 
position-building, and an account of the last State fair. The exposi- 
tion-building was formally opened on September 10, 1873, in the pres- 
ence of a vast concourse of people. Mr. John Sutherland, president 
of the State board, delivered the opening address. He was followetl by 
Mr. James Mitchell, mayor of Indianapolis, Senator O. P. Morton, and 
Gov. Thomas A. Hendricks. Mr. Morton, in the course of his re- 
marks, said : 

This is a step out of the old beaten path of the ordinary State fairs. We ha^e (^tlen 
beyond that ; this must not be looked upon as a mere shoivVas an entertainment simply ; 
on the contrary it is a school of knowledg;e,*than which there can be no higher — no better. 
I insist tbat the money spent in an enterprise of this kind is as much devoted to the canse 
of education as money spent in the support of common schools. The farmer who comes 
here can see, in the course of three days, what improvements have been made in agricaltnnl 
implements, and be can learn more in three days than he can learn on his farm in twentj- 
five years ; and so with the mechanic. He comes to see what new tools and new improve- 
ments have been made in his trade, and he will carry away more new ideas with him, af^ 
a week spent here, than he would gain in his shop in twenty years. Therefore I say this 
is net a show, not a place of idle pastime ; it it a school for the farmer, for the mechanic, 
for the business-man, and for all who are engaged in carrying on the commerce and buii- 
iiess of this great country. You should therefore encourage it, and not look upon it as a 
means of amusement simply, bnt as a thing that is worth your time and money. * * * 

Our material development is goin^ on wonderfully. We htive now nearly three thaa- 
eand seven bnndred miles of railroad in Indiana, not counting the sidetrack, with four 
hundred miles under contract or in process of construction. Out "of ninety -two counties in 
the State, yon can go to-day by rail to eighty -seven; and in fifteen or eighteen months from 
tliis time you can go from Indianapolis to every countv in Indiana by railroad. 

We have vast mineral wealth, more valuable than the gold and siiirer mines of California, 
Colorado, or Nevada. We have six thousand five hundred square miles of coal-fields, and four 
hundred Hnd fifty square miles of what is called block-coal, said to be the best in the Coited 
States, and equal to any in the world, for the making of iron. We have only recently dh- 
covered this great source of wealth to our State. It is an established fact that the block- 
coal of Indiana will make iron in its raw state without coking, pqual to that of any other, 
and that pig-iron made from the Indiana block-coal is the best for making Bessemer steel ; 
tiuit is a point of great interest to our State, and upon which much depends iu the future. 
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The bitaminons coal of PemftylvaDia, before betDfr used in the manafdctare of iroiir must be 
coked or cooked in order to expel the bitumen, while the Indiana block-coal makes iron of 
(>qual quality in the raw St«te. The reason of this is, that this coal keeps its shape in the 
furnace ; does Lot melt; does not swell and mn tofi^ether ; leaves no cinder or clinker, and 
burnn to a white-ash ; is free from impurities, and it is said makes the best pig-iron lor the 
manufacture of Bessemer steel in the world. 

Speaking of tfae revolution likely to be produced by the nse of block- 
coai in the manafacture of Bessemer steel, Mr. Morton said : 

A word abont Bessemer steel. It has a great future in this country, and is likely to pro - 
liuce almost a revolution in our railway system, and in many other things in which iron 
enters very largely. Professor Cox, of our own State, has submitted a calculatioo, verified 
by Prof. J. W. Foster, of Chicago, now dead, and by one of the ablest iron-masters in 
Pennsylvania, showing that Bessemer-steel rails can be made cheaper than iron rails by the 
use of the block -coal of Indiana. Bessemer-steel mils will last seven or eight times as long 
as iron ones. This becomes an important element in cheapening the constrnction of rail- 
ri*ads, reducing the expense of keeping them up, and cheapening transportation. I believ<e 
the time will soon come when our existing railroads, east and west, will find it to their in- 
terest to put down double tracks, and lay their roads with steel rails. I have now in my 
possession a proposition from a distinguislied business-man in Holland to build a railroad 
with four tracks from New York City west to some point in Ohio or Indiana, then two tracks 
diverging to Chicago, and two going to Saint Louis ; those tracks to be laid with steel rails, 
and tne road to be constructed in the most substantial manner, with private capital, and no 
aid asked from any State or from the General Government, the only condition of the proposi- 
tion being that the road shall be chartered by Congress. 

Of the importance of cheap transportation for the surplus products 
of Indiana, Senator Morton said : 

A.9 to transportation, let me refer you to a single fact, to show you the importance of 
cheap transportation to us as a State, and how it will affect the manufacture of iron and 
Bessemer steel hereafter. I have here a calculation made by a very careAil gentleman, com- 
pMriug the farm products of Pennsylvania and Indiana^ as shown bv the census of 1^70. 
Pennsylvania had of domestic aniirials of all kinds, 4,01)6,589; Indiana had 4,511,094. 
PennsylvHnia had grains to the amount of 60 460,000 bushels ; Indiana had 79,:^0,454 
bushels. The value of the farm- products of Pennsylvania was estimated to be $183,946,000 ; 
those of Indiana, $12^914,000. Thus yon see that while Indiana had 505,000 head more of 
live-stock, and 19,000,000 bushels more of grain than Pennsylvania, yet the products of 
Pennsylvania are estimated at 1 1 63,946,000, on account of her greater proximity to market, 
while those of Indiana are estimated at $122,914,000. Thus you can understand the im- 
portance of che^p trannportation to Indiana. Let us see how the question of transportation 
affects us on the other hand, with reference to the manufacture of Bessemer steel. Of the 
174,000 tons of iron-ore used in the blaift-furnaces of Pittsburgh last year, 84,000 tons came 
from Lake Superior ; 64,000 tons from Iron Mountain, MisHOUii ; 20,000 tons from Lake 
Cbamplain, and less than 5,000 tons from the home mines of Pennsylvania. They cannot 
inanutdcture their iron with the coal they have in Pennsylvania withont* coking it. We 
have coal in Indiana with which we can, in its raw state, make tbe best of iron, while we 
ttre two hundred and 6fty miles nearer Lake Superior than Pittsburgh, and four hundred and 
thirty miles nearer to Iron Mountain, so that tne question of transporration determines the 
fact that Indiana must become the great center for the manufacture of Bessemer bteel. We 
cannot estimate the importance of that manufacture to oar State. 

The year is recorded as one of average prosperity to the farming com- 
inunity. The harvest, though not so abundant iasome respects as in 
the preceding year, was more tiian sufficient to meet the wants of the 
people, leaving a fair surplus for export. Tlie corn-crop of 1873 was not 
so good as that of 1872, as the yield averaged about ten bushels per 
acre less. The wheat crop, although of excellent quality, showed a 
small decrease in yield per acre as compared with the crop of 1872. 
The most notable difference in the proilucts of the year, as compared 
with those of the preceding year, was in the smaller kinds of fruits, 
most of which are noted as failures. However, in some localities in the 
northern part of the State there were fair crops of most excellent quality. 

The winter of 1872-73 was of ifnusual severity, and continued so until 
late in the season. Cold rains extended far into May, and greatly re- 
r;irded farm oi^erations. Tbe summer was unusually pleasant, but there 
was an unprecedented rainfall. The meteorological tables show that the 
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quantity of rain which fell during the season was equal to that which 
fell during the three preceding years. 

The annual convention of the ahort-hornbreeders of the State was 
held in Indianapolis in May, and was attended by many of the leading 
stock-breeders of Indiana. Representatives were also in attendance 
from various sections of the country. The first paper read before the 
convention was on the subject of 'Hhe raising of calves and the man- 
ageuient of milch-cows," by Mr. Charles Lowder. The writer advised 
the most careful treatment of calves, and said that upon the care be- 
stowed upon them during the first year of their lives depended their 
size and value as neat cattle. Abuse and ill-treatment during the early 
life of the calf can never be overcome in subsequent years. The calf, 
when dropped, should be allowed to remain from twenty-four to forty- 
eight hours with the dam, unless some very extraordinary circumstances 
make it necessary to remove it. Calves will, in a majority of cases, get 
upon their feet and take theteats in due time ; but if one should be tuo 
weak from any cause to be up within one or two hours after birth,'^8ome 
of the first milk or biestings should be drawn from the cow and giveu 
to it. If the cow should, from after-pain or mere indifference, fail to 
give it proper attention, the herdsman should have it well rubbed with 
a woolen cloth until dry, and its hair nicely laid by means of a camel- 
liair brush. After one or two days the calf should be removed from the 
cow and taken to the stall, where it should be tied fast by means of a 
leather strap around the neck, or with a head-halter made to fit, which 
is preferable. It should be allowed to suck the teat three times a day 
until about two weeks old, and should be led to and from the cow by 
the halter. If it has been well handled it will by this time be quite gen- 
tle and well broken. It may now be turned out so as to have fresh air, 
sunlight, and plenty of exercise. If a steer, and intended to be fed lor 
the greatest possible profit for the shambles, this exercise is not neces- 
sary. In that case the more quiet and comfortable he can be kept*, and 
the more highly fed, the greater will be the net profits. If the calf, 
whether male or female, is to be grown to maturity for breeding-purposes, 
the treatment should be quite difi'erent. In the first place the object is 
to develop the greatest possible amount of soft flesh and lat without 
any regard to the healthy development of the vital organs, as the heart, 
lungs, liver, &c. In the latter case due regard must be had for the uni- 
form development and perfect health of every organ and part of the 
system. Without exercise the muscular part of the system of young 
and growing animals is not fully developed, and in the mature animal 
becomes enfeebled. The heart, being no exception to the law, becomes 
to some extent diseased, while the liver and kidneys share the same fat€. 
With all the vital organs enfeebled, the animal is not prepared to with- 
stand the suddenchange of temperature to whichitissometimesexposed. 
As like tends to produce like, animals with diseased and enfeebled vital 
organs should not be selected to breed from. 

Those engaged in rearing calves have several things to take into con- 
sideration. If the cow is an inferior beef-breed, the milk from her may be 
worth more to make into butter or cheese than to be given to the call'. 
In that case the calf should be sent to the butcher as soon as old enongU 
to kill. But if the calf is of good beef-stock, and is to be raised to ma- 
turity for that purpose, or to breed from, it should be allowed to sock 
twice a day until four, five, or six months old. If an early-spring calf, 
it will learn to eat grass during the summer, and can be weaned in the 
fall w ithout much, if any, loss of flesh. If a tall calf, it will soon learn to 
eat oats, hay , bran, or shelled corn, and as the grass starts in the spring it 
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can be weaned without any check to its growth, the grass answering 
the place of milk to some extent. When calves are allowed to suck 
twice a day, care should be taken that they do not get too much milk, as 
they may become sick, aud fail to make as great gnins as they would on 
a less quantity. In case of scours, a little chalk well powdered aud 
placed in a trough, or in someplace where it will attract their attention, 
will frequently be of good service to them. 

Mr. Lowder says that ciilves intended for steers should be castrated 
wlien about two weeks old. The male calves that are to be reared and 
kept for breeding-purposes, should be removed from the females at one 
or two months old, and placed in a lot inclosed by a permanent fence, and 
(Should not be allowed to run with other cattle afterward. The heifers 
at one year old should be removed from all other cattle, and placed in a 
lot by themselves. At this age, if they have been well fed, they will 
express their desire for male company by a great deal of restlessness. If 
allowed to ruu with steers or older females they will be worried a great 
deal to no purpose. Heifers fifteen or eighteen months old are much 
more likely to get in calf than when they are kept from breeding until 
two or two and a half years old, especially if they^ are fed highly 
on grain, aud are inclined to take on fat. The milking qualities of 
heifers depend much upon the kind and amount of food they receive 
while carrying their first calf. They should be in perfect health and in 
a thriving condition, and kept in iull flesh until after calving. If they 
have been properly handled while calves, and up to the time when they 
are milked the first time, there will be no trouble in breaking them. 
The period of gestation is generally from 275 to 280 days, though some 
writeragive the extremes from 240 to 321 days. 

Dr. A. C. Stevenson read a paper on the " best method of keeping up 
and improving shorthorns." As to the true color of shorthorns he 
said : 

The true color is in ^eater danfter at this moment than any other qnalitj. The short- 
horn color is red and white, or the two colors intermin(i:led as in pied, or spots of red and 
white : or the matcliless roan, found nowhere else. The red, the white, the white and red, 
and the roan. These colors are the most beautiful and showj belonging to any of the bo- 
vine varieties, and should not be changed, and cannot without damage to the variety^ 

On the improvethent of short-horns he said : 

The principles that control this qnci^tion are few and simple, yet few practice them. This 
is manifest in the estimates placed upon those short-horn families that have been here a 
length of time. Fresh blood and new importation are everywhere sought. This presump- 
tively shows that we are not even maintaining the quality of our short-horns. Are we always 
to be dependent on a foreign conntty for our short-horns t Have we no breeders here with 
knowleage to improve the short-horns, or even to maintain them in the state in which we 
have received them t There is no want of numbers here. They abound in every cattle- 
State in the Union. Hundred? of fine bulls are ** trimmed '* annually for the want of pur- 
chasers. And yet we are importing. With the finest climate, free from all cattle-disease, 
the most luxuriant grass and the most abundant cereals, all that could be desired to make 
the finest cattle, and yet theory is, "fre«h blood," ** new importations." We say this is 
strong presumption that we have not maintained the short- horn blood ; that we have not 
improved it. 

And yet the principles that govern this are few and simple, requirirg, however, patience 
and time. It is a well-understood and admitted fact that like begets like. The observance 
of this principle will maintain any variety of animals, either of hurses, sheep, or cattle, 
with the other requisites of proper care and food. There is no need in a century^s bieedin^ 
of any dMerioration, the surroundings being the same. There are constantly slight VMiia 
tions occurring in the best varieties of animals. In the human family we have frequent ii- 
lastrations of this fact. Two persons cannot be found in any variety of the human family 
but may be distinguished one from the other ; still the variety will be well marked aud 
easily distinguished. There are family rrseniblancea that are so strongly marked that they 
can be known as of certain families, still differences are observable. The rule is this — a 
specific sameness by which the species is readily distinguished. Species are again divided 
int^ varieties, alike distinguished by perceivable differences. One may be larger than the 
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other, one weak, suotber stroofr, another healthy, another otherwise; colors may differ, 
and yet the varieties are easily known. This law of animal-life is so important, as it re- 
lates to the question ander consideration, that I will be excused for pressing it further. The 
parents of a family are often very much alike in some particulars, as in the color of the 
Iiair— both being black. The children will generally have hair of the same kind, j'et it 
frequently occurs, from some unknown cause, that there may be a single one with red or 
light-colured hair. The parents may be dark-skinned, with a family of like color, yet there 
may be a fair one among them, as there frequently is. The parents ma^ be large, still in a 
family there may be a small one or two. This law is fonnd true to itselt ana )ng the inferior 
animals. This is true of short-horns ; one is red and another white. One may belar)^, 
another small, yet they are readily known as of the same variety. One is tine in the bead, 
another bad. One has a fine-barreled body, a good heart, back, and loins, while another is 
defective, yet there is no difficulty in recoguizmg the variety to which they belong. Yet 
these facts do not vitiate the law that like begets like generally. The breeder, to maintain 
a breed, is safe if he breeds from animals equal in every respect If be desires to take a 
step forward he mast do more — he must breed from better ones. But how are these to be 
obtained f By the occasional variations bpoken of. There are none of the older breeders but 
have observed that there will come occasionally a calf much superior to others. Sometimes 
it' will be superior in every respect — sometimes only in particular respects. Such are seized 
by the skilled breeder as a new or improved starting-point. A new family may be here 
oomraenced and continued ; a like occurrence may happen in this family again and again. It 
is thus that improvement^ are made in all domestic animals. It may require time and pa- 
tience and skill, but success is sure. 

A discussion occurred od the subject of the milking qualities of sliort- 
borns, which was participated in by many of those present. Mr. Lowder 
said he had every quality of milkers, from the very poorest to the very 
best. He had four cows which gave one hundred and twenty -eight 
quarts of milk per day. One of them gave nearly fifty pounds per day, 
or over her own weight of milk per month. Her milk was not of the 
richest quality, but was very large in amount. Two of his poorest- 
looking cows were among the best for dairy puri)Oses. Mr. H. C. Mere- 
dith believed there were some extraordinary milkers, and many good 
milkers among short-horns. As a rule they are superior in this respect. 
This breed has proven to be superior as cheese-makers. Mr. Thrasher 
spoke of a dairyman at Cincinnati who had experimented with cows of 
various breeds, and had decided that short-horns were superior to all 
others for this business. Dr. Stevenson said he did not desire any better 
milkers than the short-horns. The high price of these cattle was the 
reason they were not more generally used for dairy purposes. They 
are too expensive for the ordinary dairyman. Mr. Pentecost said the 
butter made from the milk of shorthorns was better than that made 
from the milk of common cows. From one oC his cows he drew one 
gallon of milk at each milking from one teat only. This cow was not 
the best butter-maker in his herd, however. Mr. O. S. Bliss, of Ver- 
mont, thought that the native cow» of Kew England made as much 
butter as the short-horns, but the latter were better for beef. Jersey 
butter, in the Boston market, brought almost twice as much as the but- 
ter from other cows. But it was purely a matter of fancy, as one kind 
wa» as good as the other. Their best dairymen fed hay, roots, and 
shorts, with skimmed milk to calves, and on this feed could take thorn to 
the butcher at six months, and get good prices. 

In regard to the proper time for fattening bnllocks for the shambles, 
Messrs. Thrasher and Meredith preferred cattle three years old- Mr. 
Matthews thought that if calves were crowded with feed from the first 
they would sell well at two years old, and perhaps would be a^ profit- 
able as if kept a year longer. 

Mr. John Sutherland, president of the State board, in his address be- 
fore the society, at the annual winter meeting, in January, 1874, alludes 
as follows to the first State fair held in the new exposition building: 

I would recommend that the time of holding the fair and exposition should not exceed 
twenty days, tor the following reasons: During the first ten days of ^^position 2,43W 
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railroad and 21,652 g^ate tickets were sold, makinji^ 24,080; and for the next ten dajs, Sep* 
tember20 to 30, 5,952 railroad and 31,256 ^te tickets; total 37,108. From October 1 to 
10. railroad 23,666, gate tickets, 76,418; total, 100,008. And during the thirty days, rail- 
road, 32,046, gate tickets 129,326 ; total 161,372. Thus ^ou can see that three-fifths of all 
the tickets sold were sold during the last ten days of the tair. During those ten days, when 
we were aboat to receive a rich harvest, the money panic came upon us and diminished our 
receipts several thouMand dollars. The first ten days of the fair the receipts from gate- 
tickets averaged ^602 per day ; for the next ten days, $930 ; for the last ten days, 12,502 per 
day. 

GEORGIA. 

The semiannual convention of the Georgia State Agricaltnral Society 
was held at Stone Mountain, Angast II, 12, and 13, 1874. The meeting 
was largely attended by members of the society and delegates from dis- 
trict, county, and other local associations. Mr. Alfred H. Colquitt, of 
Atlanta, president of the society, presided during the sessions of the 
convention. Messrs. John W. McCurdy and Milton A. Candler delivered 
brief addresses of welcome, which were appropriately responded to by 
the president As an evidence of the progress of the society, Mr. Cand- 
ler stated that the income of the first fair of the association, held in 
1846, was but $50, while that of last year amounted to $30,000. The 
president, in his remarks, referred to some incidents In the earl}"^ history 
of the society. It was organized in 1846. At that time the railroad 
had been completed from the seaboard to Oostanaula River, beyond 
Atlanta, then known as Marthasville. A Mr. Groves, having bought some 
laud at this place, and desiring to attract attention to it, consulted Mr. 
Mark A. ('ooper as to the best means of doing so. Mr. Cooper suggested 
the holding of an agricultural fair, to which the agriculturists of the 
State should be invited. An address was written and signed by many 
prominent citizens, calling, upon the people of Georgia, Alabama, and 
Tennessee to meet and assist in the inauguration of the measure. The 
first name signed to the call was that of Mr. George W. Crawford, and 
the next that of Mr. Cooper. Then followed the names of Messrs. 
Asbury Hull, Charles McDonald, Charles Dougherty, Wilson Lumpkin, 
Thomas Foster, \V. C. Daniel, and many others. The circular calling 
the meeting together was headed "Agricultural Fair and International 
Improvement Jubilee,'' and of all those signing this call but three were 
in attendance at the "jubilee." The entire premium-list amounted to 
less than $70. The live stock exhibited consisted of one large jack, 
owned by Mr. Groves. The fair w^as held in a blacksmith-shop, which 
was of sufficient dimensions to accommodate all the articles brought for- 
ward for exhibition and competition for the premiums. The second 
fair was held in a ten-pin alley, and the premium-list was increased to 
$108. 

The society continued to grow in importance, and as early as 1851, at 
the fair held at Macon in that year, a premium-list amounting to $4,000 
was ottered an<i awarded to competitors in the various departments of 
the exhibition. The premium-list presented by the society this year 
amounted to $20,000. Speaking of the benefits which have resulted 
from the operations of this society. President Colquitt thus alludes to 
the great good it may accomplish in the future : 

It is impossible to tell the vast amount of fi^ood that has been accomplished by the society 
\n a moral poiut of view. Who can measure the progress of morals, of good temper, good 
manners, aod hospitality in the past, directlv traceable to the influence of this great society! 
And how much more of thought, good judgment, skill, and science has been brought int« 
agriculture than before its organization 7 Before, if a man talked about phosphates, or sul- 

S hates, or phosphoric acid, or nitrates, d:,c.,he would be laughed at and considered a fool, 
uw the commonest farmer talks as glibly about these as he used to talk about the com- 
moue^tt matter. lie knows their properties and constituent elen^n^s Ji^^ an astonishing 
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deppree. What we now have to consider, and work to secnre. U to get the Application of this 
Mnportant knowledge properly applied on each plantation, and to be able to make and 
apply our own fertilizers scientifically. Hi f|^h -sounding names and appellations are given by 
the manufacturers of fertiliasers to their prod ucts and constituent elements. Every one of those 
elements is to be found in cotton-seod and barn-yard manure. Planters have been canied 
away by names, and have wasted money, but we are learning, and are husbanding tho 
results of investigations. 

Profiting by the lessons learned through the instrumentality of this society, the people are 
this year doing better. Everywhere they are full of hope and confidence, aud tho proseoi 
year gives augury of success more than at any cime since the advent of the dark days of the 
past. I have traveled over nearly all of Gtiorgia, and I am satisfied that, with a simitar 
policy for next year and the years to come, we will be free and independent, and far on the 
liigb road to unbounded prosperity and happiness. 

The president concluded his remarks by saying that a more diversi- 
fied system of farming was being inaugurated by the people of the 
State ; that more corn, oats, aud wheat had been planted this year than 
in any one year of the last ten. It was highly probable that more corn 
would be produced than could be used within the limits of the State, 
and that instead of importing this article, as heretofore, the farmers 
would be able to supply, in a measure, their less fortunate neighbors 
of adjoining States. The indications were that some of the counties of 
the State would produce a supply sufficient to answer the home demand 
for two years to come. 

Dr. E. M. Pendleton, in charge of the Experimental Station of the 
Agricultural College, submitted a report of his experiments made dur- 
ing the year. The first experiment given was with wheat, drilled, which 
showed a handsome profit over that ma<]e by a plat adjoining, sown 
broadcast. In preparing the land, furrows were run about 15 inches 
apart, throwing up the ground in sharp ridges. The wheat was sown 
in this listed land, the most of it falling in the open furrows. A bull- 
tongue plow was then run through the ridges, and the wheat was com- 
pletely covered. The seed sown was at the rate of one-half bushel per 
acre. The plat adjoining was sown broadcast on the Ist of November, 
at the rate of two bushels per acre. The only additional labor used on 
the drilled wheat was one furrow run between the rows during the 
month of March, when the wheat was in the joint, with a subsoil-plow. 
The helve of the plow being a bar of iron, no dirt was thrown on the 
wheat ; but it answered the double purpose of opening and draining tbe 
land, and the good effect was soon perceptible. It grew off much faster 
and was some inches taller, with much heavier heads than that sown 
broadcast. The variety sown was the Bough ton or Tappahannock. The 
broadcast plat made at the rate of 414 pounds of grain to the acre, (6.09 
bushels,) aud the straw weighed 83Gj pounds. That sown in the drill 
made 517J pounds of grain, (8.62 bushels,) and 812 pounds of straw. 
Plat No. 3, fertilized with 300 pounds of ammoniated superphosphate 
per acre, with the same amount of seed drilled, produced 12.o7 bushels 
of grain, (equal to 724J pounds,) and 979 pounds of straw. The cost of 
the fertilizer used was $9.75. Plat No. 4, with double the amount of 
seed, treated in the same way, produced exactly the same amount of 
grain, but more straw — 1,059 pounds — showing that the tendency of 
thick seeding is to produce more straw and less grain. Plat No- 5, 
same amount of seed drilled, with 300 pimnds of superphosphate, pro- 
duced at the rate of 700 pounds of grain, (11.67 bushels,) and 1,043 
pounds of straw. The fertilizer cost $7.50 per acre, and produced three 
bushels more than that without any fertilizer. 

Mr. Pendleton gives the following experiment with oats : On the 18th 
of J>ecember, after having prepared his ground with 500 pounds of 
borne-made manure, he sowed a yellow Georgia variety, at the rate of 1^ 
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bnsheh per acre. The product was 29| bashels of g^rain. The total cost 
of proiluctiou was $14.25; value of oats and straw, (1,275 pounds,) 
$33.(39; net profit, $19.44. Mr. Pendleton thinks that with a sound, 
healthy seed, sowed from September to January, and well fertilized, 
oats can be made as reliable a crop in Georgia as either corn or cotton. 
The following experiment, showing the necessity for the use of proper 
fertilizers in the production of cotton, is given : 

We took a small plat of the poorest soil, (which, however, had been' fertilized last year, 
and had some of the elements of fertility carried over,) and opened the cotton-rows with a 
ttirning-«<hovel, each wav. In this we deposited a mixture at the rate of 500 pounds per 
acre, and lifted on it. We then scattered oOi) pounds broadcast. Ou the 30th of last month 
we had the forms, blooms, and bolls carefully counted, and there were in an average row, 
nine yards longf, 1,420, there beinr 111 bolls. In one of the middle rows of the four un- 
fertilized by its side, there were only 2B1 forms, 2 blooms, and 1 bull. The contrast in the 
weed was more marked than this. The 1,000 pounds of fertilizer applied contained the 
foUowin^r elements: 12 pounds ammonia, 25 pounds orfranic nitrogen, 160 pounds bi-phos- 
phate of lime, 90 pounds muriate of potash, 13 pounds chloride of sodium, 10 pounds sulphate 
of magfnesia, 140 pounds sulphate of lime, 10 pounds sulphate oT potash, 120 pounds bone 
phosphate lime, 250 pounds of organic matter, exclusive of nitrog^eu already mentioned, 
100 pounds of water, 30 pounds of silica, and 40 pounds of alumina, iron, and mang^anese. 
The whole cost about |30. 

Mr. Pendleton closes bis statement with the following experiment with 
green wee<ls as a fertilizer for cotton-lands : 

Last aatumn we took 200 pounds of green weeds and put them in a row seventy yards 
lonf^, and covered them with a turning-shovel. Another 200 pounds we burned to ashes, 
thus dissipating: all the orfranic matter, and bedded on in the same way, and nearly at the 
same tim«. Planted both rows in cotton the past spring*. The cotton in the row where the 
weeds were put has the appearance now of being treated with 200 pounds of a good fertil- 
izer, while the rows fertilized with the ashes do not seem io have been benefited by (bem 
scarcely at all. This teaches us the importance of vegetable matter, especially in the given 
state, although the dry might possibly have done as well, as the water would have been the 
main principle lost. 

We stumbled, by accident, upon another fact of interest to cotton-planters. Intending to 
test the proper width of cotton, we laid off the rows of two plats, side by side, one 2^ feet 
wide and the other 3^, bedded up and planted. I noticed the cotton in the narrow beds 
came up first, grew off better, and left a ranch thriftier stand than that in the wide beds ; 
and up to the present time the cotton is better and heavier fruited. The lesson taught is 
this : Of cold, rainy springs, as most are, you should make narrow beds, even though you 
want wide rows. 

Mr. B. H. Hardaway read a paper on the advantage of small over 
large farms, and, in proof of his position, submitted a report of the prod- 
ucts of his farm of fifteen acres, of common pine- land, from 18GG to 1873, 
inclusive. He practiced intensive farming, and a partial system of rota- 
tion of crops. Without giving his statement in detail, the total cash- 
receipts from his fifteen acres of land were as follows for the years 
Darned : 

Value of crop 

1866 — 6 acres of corn and 9 acres of cottou $1,127 18 

1867 — .5 acres of corn and 10 acres of cotton 1,185 80 

18H8 — 15 acres of cotton 1,7*21 44 

1869—15 acres of cotton 1,614 02 

1870—15 acres of cotton .., 1,316 41 

1871 — 2 acres oats, 6 acres cotton, 4 acres corn, 1 acre potatoes, 2 acres rice. 926 75 

1872 — 4 acres corn, 4 acres cotton, 7 acres oats 951 60 

lr73 — 3 acres corn, & acres oats, 1 acre potatoes, 6 acres rested 634 00 

Total value of crops for eight years 9,477 20 

Mr. Hardaway gives the cost of labor for the cultivation of these fif- 
teen acres at $100 per annum, and adds to cash received from products 
of the farm, premiums amounting to $575 ; making his total cashre- 
eeipts $10,052.20 for the eight years, with but $800 deducted for labor. 
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The returns of the tax-receivers of the State, made under oath, giveM 
the following average yield of the three crops named, for the year 1873: 
Corn, five and one-half bushels per acre ; oats, four and one-half bash- 
els; and one bale of cotton to three and one-half acres of land. Com- 
paring these results with the crops made on his own farm, Mr. Harda- 
way says : 

]856. — The twohnndred and fourteen bushels of corn produced bj me on six acres would 
require forty-one acres, attd the seven bales of cotton made by me on nine acres wonld re- 
quire twenty-four acres. Here, then, would be sixty-five acres ag^ainst fifteen acres, and an 
additional expense of $392.45 fur cultiviitin|2r the extra fifty acres. 

]867. — The one hundred and sixty-nine bushels of corn produced by me on five acres 
would require thirty-three acres, and the nine bales of cotton which I made on ten acres 
would require thirty-one acres. The case stands thus, for this year: Sixty-four acres 
against fifteen acres — forty-nine acres less, and $392.45 of extra expense saved in cnltiva- 
tion. 

1868 — Fourteen bales of cotton produced on fifteen acres, the amount of my ciop for this 
year, would require forty-nine acres, with the extra amount for cultivation. 

]869. — Fifteen bales of cotton on fifteen acres, a^rainst the same amount on fi(>y-three acres; 
a difierence of thirty-eight acren and $;)92.45 of extra expense in cultivation. 

1K70. — I this year made eighteen bales ot cotton on fitteen acres. Taking the State aver- 
age, it wonld have required sixty-three acres to have produced this crop — a saving of forty- 
eight acres and the difference in the expense of cultivation. 

Ih7l. — This year I made 168 bushels of oats nn two acres against thirty-seven ; five bales 
of cotton on six acres against seventeen ; 1(38 bushels of corn on four acres against thirty- 
two, a saving of seventy -four acres with the additional expense of cultivation. 

187*2. — My crop on fifteen acres was as follows this year: Two hundred and eighty bushels 
of corn on four acres,against forty acres required for the same amount by the State average ; 
four bales of cotton on four acTes,against fourteen acres ; three hundred and fifty-nine bush- 
els of oats on seven acres, against eighty acres; making, in all, one hundred and thirty -four 
acres, against fifteeu — a saving of one hundred and nineteen acres with its extra expense of 
cultivation. 

1873. — On three acres I made three hundred and four bushels of corn, against fifty-eight 
acres required by the State average; on five acres, three hundred and thirty bushels of oats, 
against beventy-three acres ; making, in all, one hundred and thirty-one acres ag^iinst eight. 
In the eight years I have saved in cultivation an aveiage of sixty -seven acres annnally, with 
its additional expense of $392.45 for cultivation, aggregating a total of $2,339.60. 

Mr. Hardaway stated that some of his neighbors — farmers of expe- 
rience and measurable success — had become convinced of the necessity 
of a more thorough system of cultivation, and in order to accomplish 
this they had concluded to dispose of at least one-third of their farming- 
lands, and by rotation and a thorough system of fertilization endeavor 
to bring back their fields to something like their original fertility. The 
writer shows that this can be done, and that sixty acres can be made to 
produce as abundantly as one hundred acres under the present system, 
with a saving for labor alone of at least 33 per cent, annually. 

In showing the results of a system of high cultivation on fifteen acres 
of land, Mr. Hardaway does not desire to convey the impression that 
all farms should be reduced to such small dimensions, but he does insist 
that snuill farms properly cultivated ])ay a much more liberal per cent, 
on the investment than larger ones. He says: 

If I had a thousand-acre plantation I would cut it up into one and two horse farms and 
Bee to it that no one hand or head of a family should run more than two plows, or more than 
one plow to three good hands. Break up this false system ot planting huge cotton-crops 
and depending on getting extra help to chop out and pick out cotton. Two-thirds of the 
failuies to make a crop are traceable to this system. This is one of the largest leaks on tho 
farm, and is rotting out the land. The next evil to correct is the system of laborers and 
renters selling oif their pari of the corn-crop as soon as it is gathered, for whisky, tobacc-o, 
&c. There is scarcely a large farm or plantation in Georgia on which can be found a laborer 
who has corn enough to furnish him beyond the 1st of .January, and at the same time but 
few farmers in (he State fail to make enough breads! ufi* to subhiht man and beast, if proper 
care is taken of it. * * * * Plant enough breadstuff^ yearly to supply yourselves boun- 
tilnlly and have some left to supply the non-producer. Kaise your own bacon, beef, and 
muttun, and have some to sell. When you gather your crops tee that they are properly 
housed under dry covers, and all under lock and key. F.ed your own stock ; donHask 
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anybody to do what yoa can do yoarself, and you will always have fat stock. Have a shel- 
ter tor every animal and prepare fur properly saving manare. Look after it daily, and do 
not -leave it out exposed to the sun and the rain ; keep it in piles under shelter, and always 
ready for composting;. Be master of your own farm, and correct evils as they happen. 

Dr. J. P. Stevens read a paper on the subject of cheap fertilizers 
and the necessity for a better system of rotation of crops. He alluded 
to the subject of green-soiling, and summed up the advantages of regen- 
erating exhausted lands by this method as follows: 1. Economy in 
transportation and in the application of manures; 2. The rapidity of 
their decomposition ; 3. The saving of all the constituents ot* the manure ; 
4. The elevation of the temperature of the soil in the process of decom- 
position ; 5. The protexjtion of the soil from the effect of solar heat, 
preventing the evaporation of moisture, and retaining in the soil the 
fertilizing gases derived from the atmosphere, which decomposes the 
vegetable matter in and upon the soil ; C. The pulverization of the soil, 
making it loose and friable, by the chemical changes at work in the 
process of the fermentation of vegetable matter. He designated clover 
first, and cow-pea vines next, as the best possible of all green-crops to 
be used for this purpose. Of the latter he said : 

Next iu importance to clover, as a regenerator of the soil, and having similar habits In 
feeding largely from the air, is the cow-pea. We cannot too highly estimate this boon to 
the cot tor-planter as an article of food, as well as a fertilizer for exhausted soils. More 
nutritious than com, and flourishing upon soil where the latter languishes and does not pay 
for its cultivation, we regard this pea to the southern planter what clover is to the northern 
farmer. In comparison with clover, as a renovator, it is superior, in growing off more rap- 
idly on tkin soils, and in producing a larger amount of vegetable matter in a shorter time ; 
but it has the disadvantage of being an annual. It is, however, rich in materials that con- 
tribute to the resuscitation of exhausted soils. 

In regard to prepared fertilizers, he reeommended a compost of cotton- 
seed, acid phosphate of lime, and woods earth as one of the best fertili- 
zers he had ever used* It will last two or three years, and does not 
cost more than half as much as a good standard commercial fertilizer. 
With no more than thirty pounds of this compost used to the acre, he 
could produce at least one bag of cotton. Still he regarded the turning 
under of greeu-crops as the cheapest and most effectual method of fer- 
tilizing lands. This alone, in a few years, would thoroughly enrich any 
doil, however greatly exhausted ; and then, by a proper rotation of 
crops, its fertility could be easily retained. 

During a debate which followed the reading of this paper, Mr. T. C. 
Howard said that he regarded cotton-seed as the basis of the very best 
manure that could be made, and expressed the opinion that every farmer 
could manufacture a fertilizer from this material equal to the very 
best. He gave the following formula for a fertilizer, which he regarded 
as equal to any he had ever used: 

6, (HU) pounds of cotton-seed, worth f30 00 

1,000 pounds acid phosphate 23 00 

1,000 pounds plaster 8 00 

1, 000 pounds salt 5 00 

200 pounds kaiait 12 00 

2. 000 agricultural liuie 10 00 

11,200 ponndj 8rf 00 

He had thoroughly tested this compost, and believed it could be de- 
|)ended upon under any circumstances where a fertilizer was needed. 
Mr. Howard then briefly alluded to the importance of grass-culture and 
8h«ep-husbaadry as a meatis for the regeneration of exhausted soils. 
He said: 

It does seem strange that so few people know the fact that sheep and Bermuda grass are 
amoi\g the very best metbi^ds that can possibly be adopted tu ourich land. fOne^huudfe^ 
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sheep nvill in every ten nij^hts make an acre of ifao best low-grroand land on the top of tlia 
poorest hill in Georj^ia. Jnst to think of any farmer bein^ able, with almost no expense or 
trouble, to make by tbis means the finest of bottom-lauds alt over bis poorest bills. It 
should encourage everybody to raise large flocks of sheep. And tbeu, as to Bermuda 
grass, I know there is a great prejudice against it. I have heard men threaten to kill any 
one who would plant a sprig of it on their land. Their ignorance is deplorable, but they 
will doubtless learn better after a while. It is the finest grass for pasturage in tbe world — 
the richest, the most nutritious. No other growth can possibly, so rapidly, and so greatly 
enrich the land. The poorest soil, if kept well in Bermuda grass for three years, with the 
addition of sheep on the sod, will produce fifty bushels of corn per acre. And it can be 
easily destroyed ;^ farmers ought to know this fact, but they do not. 

Dr. E. C. Eood read a valuable paper on the subject of green-soiling. 
In alluding to the liuiited supply of the various compositions which 
enter largely into the manufacture of artificial or commercial fertilizers, 
he spoke as follows of the inexhaustible dejiosit of bones of marine ani- 
mals underlying the city of Charleston, South Carolina : 

A large deposit of the bones of marine animals, rich in phosphoric acid, some years since 
discovered underlying the city of Charleston, promises an ineihaustible supply of fertiliz- 
ing material. But, like many other valuable materials in nature, it requires labor and ex- 
pense to prepare it for the farmer's use. It is crystallised into solid rock, which has to be 
mined, burned, ground, and then treated to sulpknric acid, to make the phosphoric acid sol- 
uble before it is ready for plant-food. Several companies are now prodvcinf what are 
called the "South Carolina phosphates, which have been used with mach success auriug the 
past few years. 

These phosphates were also highly spoken of by Prof. W. L. Brown, 
who read a paper on tbe subject of tertilizers. He alluded to the follow- 
ing extract from a letter from Prof. J. B. Lawes, of Rotharosted, Eng- 
iand, -originally addressed to a member of the Massachusetts State 
Board of Agriculture r 

You have one of the best phosphates which the world produces — one which can yield a 
commercial phosphate cheaper than any other. • • • The net cost, at Ghat leston, 
ready to pack into bags, ought not to b« more than 4 Us. per ton of *2,240 pounds, and all the 
phosphoric acid should be rendered soluble except 2 or 3 per cent. 

During the last day of the convention, papers were read on the fol- 
lowing subjects, viz: "Flour and its manufacture,'' by Mr. James A. 
Stewart ; *' Interest and usury laws," by Mr. R. W* Jones ; and " Direcl 
trade with Europe and other foreign countries," by Mr. David Sw John- 
ston. 

KANSAS. 

The annual report of the Kansas State Board of Agriculture for the 
year 1873 is one of unusual interest. It contains a vast amount of sta- 
tistical matter, relating to the increased agricultural productions of the 
State, in addition to which are given the busiriess transactions of the 
society for the year ^ the list of premiunts offered and awarded at tbe 
late State fair ; reports from a large number of county and district soci- 
eties ; two or three excellent papers on the subject of entomology, from 
the pen of Prof. 0. V. Riley, and a number of addresses and well-written 
papers on subjects of interest to the farmers and fruit-gfowers of the 
West. It also contains a brief but succinct history of tbe society from 
its organization up the present time. Prom this history, it would appear 
that the legislature has often recognized tl>e importance of the associa- 
tion as a stimulus to the progress of agriculture, by repeatedly lending 
it aid of a material character, and by the enaetmentof liberal and whole- 
some laws for its government. The law relating to the collection of sta- 
tistics and industries of the State, approved March 3,. 1873^ provides 
that statistics relating to the various indiiHtries of tbe St-ate shall be 
collected by the respective township trustees at the time of.Uiking the 
lists of property for taxation in the several townships, cities, or wards 
ju the State. These returns are required to be made to the county 
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clerks, b^' whom they are UibulateU by townships, and returned .to the 
State Board of Agricultur«». Then it is made the duty of the State 
board to publish, as a part of their annual transactions, a detailed stace- 
ment, by counties, of the various indnstries of the State, and other sta- 
tistics which shall be collected from the returns of the county clerks, 
and from such other reliable sources as the said board may deem best. 
Also, to collect, arrange, and publish, from time to time, in such manner 
and form as the said board may deem to be for the best interei^ts of the 
Statis such statistical and other information as those seeking homes in 
the West may require. The law also provides for delivering a synopsis 
of the same to immigrant-aid societies, railroad couipanies, real-estnte 
agencies, and others interested; and for the arrangement, in suitable 
packages and cases, for inspection, in the agricultural rooms, samples of 
ugiicultural products, geological and other specimens, which the assess- 
ors are required to collect and forward through the county clerks. 
Another act, approved March 6, 1S73, provides for an annual enumera- 
tion of the inhabitants of the Stat^, said enumeration to be made at the 
same time the property is assessed for taxable purposes. From the 
census thus taken it would seem that the State had increased its popu- 
lation within three years — 1870 to 1873 — 240,GG4 ; that is to say, from 
364,399, in 1870, to 005,063 in 1873. There are twenty-nine unorganized 
connties in the StateJ from which no returns were made. The secretary 
estimates an average of 200 souls to each of these unorganized counties, 
which, added to the population of the organized counties, gives 010,863 
as the aggregate population of the State— a gain of 246,464 in three 
years; an average gain of about 82.154 per annum. • The per cent, of 
gain in three years has been 67.63. 

Winter wheat is a successful crop throughout the State, but spring 
wheat seems to do much better in the western than in the eastern 
counties. In the older portions of the State, therefore, winter wheat is 
taking the place of spring wheat, for the reasons that the latter invites 
the chinch-bug more than any other crop, yields less per acre, Jind is 
not worth so much per bushel. The average yield of this crop in the 
State is given at 15.7 bushels per acre. The average yield of winter 
wheat was considerably above this. The rye crop was very successful, 
and averaged 21.1 bushels per acre. The entire product of the State 
for the year 1873 is given at 301,957 bushels. Owing to the excessive 
rains of this year, which prevented proper tillage, and which were fol- 
lowed by a severe drought during the formation of the ears, the reduc- 
tion of the corn crop of the State, as compared with the crop of 1872, 
is given at from 20 to 50 per cent., or an average of about 35 [)er cent. 
This reduces the crop to about 29,683,843 bushels, the entire product of 
the State for this year. The crop of 1872 was the largest ever produced 
in the State, and amounted to 45,667,451 bushels. 

Of the comparatively new productions of the State, the secretary 
gives the following brief summary : 

In 1870 no cat»tor beans are reported ; in 1872, 19,352 bushels; in 1873, 59,435 bushels* 
or a gain of *^07. 12 per cent, in one year, from 1872 to ls73. In 1870, 2,8u0 poundd of 
cotton were reported ; iu 1872, 22,772 poi^nds; in 1873, 251,222 pounds, a (fain of 228,450 
ponnds or 1,003.21 percent, in one year, from 1872 to 1873. In 1870 the flaxseed product 
was 1,553 bushels ; in 1872, 3,H34 ; in 1873, 63.478, a grain, fron 1872 to 1873, of 5l),644 
bushels, or 1,555.65 per cent. Iu 1870, there were reported 76,000 pounds of hemp fiber ; 
in 1472, 1,222,008; in J873, 1,410,304, a gain of 188,226 pounds, or 15.40 percent., from 
1872 to 1873, In 1870, the t<»bacco product amounted to 29,047 pounds ; iu 1872, to 201,040 
pounds; in 1873, to 393,352, a gain of 192,312 pounds from 1872 to 1873, or 95.ti5 per 
cent. 



Digitized by LjOOQIC 



894 REPORT OP THE COMMISSIONER OF AGRICULTURE. 
On tbe condition of fflrm-auinials the secretary says: 

The winter of 1872-'73 was the most severe ever known in the State. There were many 
oases of critninal negligence, which caused considerable loss of cattle on the plains in tbe 
weKtem part of the State. Herds of Texas cattle were exposed to the severity of tbe winter, 
and left to shift for themselves. Streams were frozen, and the poor creatures probably 
suffered more for want of water than anything else. Nearly all the losses reported are the 
result of neglect and exposure, starvation and thirst. The idea that farm animals can thtive 
apon th^ plains without care and protection is an error, For legitimate stock-raising, there 
is no better State than Kansas. 

According to the census of 1870, the number of sheep in the State was 109,088. Tbe e-«ti- 
mate from the assessor's returns for 1873 is 51,116, a decrease of 57,1<22 in three years, or r>3 
per cent. Assessors have in many counties neglected to *' list '* most of the flocks. Thus, 
in Sumner County, only 39 head of sheep are eoamerated. An* intelligent farmer of that 
county reports over 6U0, in small flocks of from 30 to 50 each ; that there has been a 
depletion of large flocks through wanton neglect and exposure, and a merciless abandon- 
ment to be the prey of wolves and vagabond dogs, there is no doubt. Neither pecuniary 
consideration nor the indtiucts of humanity Iwve been sufficient to induce carefal and hu- 
mane treatment. 

In 1860, the amount of bntter produced in Kansas was 1,093,497 pounds; 
in 1870, 5,022,758 pounds; in 1873, 6,804,693 pounds. In 1860, the amount 
of cheese produced in the State was 29,045 pouuds; in 1870, 226,607 
l)Ounds; in 1873, 206,019 pounds. 

The following comparative statementof the value of nurseries, orchards, 
orchard products, and vineyards is given : 

Nurseries.— Jb 1860 arad 1870, no report; in 1872, $'227,*180 invested. 

Orehards.—ln 1860, the value of orchard products was $656 ; in 1H70, f 158,046; in 1872, 
713,954 bushels, estimate*! at 50 cents per bushel, gives |:^,d77 as the value of tbe 
product. Capital invested in orchards in 1873, $1,614,934. 

yineyarda^—There were 583 gallons of wine manufactured in 1860; 14,889 in 1870; 
34,505 in 1872. Assuming that twelve pounds of grapes will make one gallon of wine, and 
that one-half of the grape crop was marketed as grapes and one-half manufactured into 
wine, we have the product of 1872, as follows: Grapes manufactured into wine. 414,060 
pounds; number of pounds sold, 414,060; making in the aggregate, 828,120 pounds. 

414,060 pounds grapes, at 4 cents per pound $lt>,562 40 

34,505 gallons wine, at 75 cents per gallon 25, b7e^, 75 

Miking the total value of the crop of 1872 42,441 15 

The amount of capital invested in vineyards in 1872 was $181,689. Tbe average yield 
per acre, according to the returns of assessors, was 2,307.2. 

The ninth annual exhibition of the industries of the State was held on 
the grounds of the Shawnee County Agricultural Society from the 22d 
to the 26th days of September, 1873. The exhibition was more success- 
ful than any of its predecessors. Competition was very spirited, as was 
shown in the fact that 98 per cent, of the premiums offered were awarded. 
Tlie first exhibition of the society was held in Leavenworth, in 1SC3; tlie 
second and third at Lawrence, in 186C and 1867; the fourth, at Leaveu- 
worth, in 1868; the fifth, at Lawrence, in 1869; the sixth, at Fort Scott; 
and the seventh, eighth, and ninth, at Topeka. 

Mr. K. S. Elliott, industrial agent of the Kansas Pacific Railway, 
contributes an interesting and valuable paper on the subject of the cli- 
mate and capabilities of the soil of a vast tract of land in Western 
Kansas, familiarly known as " the plains." In the course of this article 
the writer makes the following statement in regard to recent experiments 
in the cultivation of these lands : 

Persuaded, that the soil and climate of the plains had been nndervalned, the managers of 
the railway ordered experiments in cultivation to be made, at points beyond the settlements 
as existing in 1H70, The experiments ran through 1871, lrt72, and 1873, and have resulted 
in a very satisfactory measure of success. 

At the tirst point, Bosland, two hundred and thirty*nine miles west of Kansas City and 
1,586 feet above sea-level, the growth of forest trees, transplanted and from seed, and of 
wheat, rye, corn, sorghum, and other crops, has been such, that anv one looking at the 
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fi^ld might well imag^ine hiniReir in Illinois or Missouri, rather than on the hiprh plains of 
Wentern Kansas. This field in tlie spring of 1671 was west of all settlements in Kansas, but 
they have since extended eighty miles beyond. 

At the second point. Ellis, three hundred and two miles west of Kansas City, and 2,019 
feet above sea-level, forest trees, transplanted and from seed, have in some instances made 
Rurprising growtli ; and wheat, rye, corn, and other crops have equaled the production of 
localities supposed to be much more highly favored. 

At the third point, Wallace, four hundred and twenty miles west of Kansas City, and 
3,2(U) feet above sea-Icvel, near the west line of the State of Kansas, and in a portion of the 
plains extremely nnpromisiug, success was not expected equal to that farther east, yet has 
oeen duch as to show that in average seasons and without irrigation, grain and forage crops 
will reward the sheep and cattle farmer with cultivation and care. That a single tree should 
there survive without irrigation and not near a stream to get the benefit of underground 
moisture, was a few years ago ;iot believed possible ; yet several varieties of transplanted 
forest trees, among them the ash, elm, and honey-locust, have grown moderately but stead- 
ily for three years ; and trials have also shown that trees may be grown from seed in that 
lucality. 

AH the experiments wero made in districts pastured by the buffalo in 1871. There was 
DO irrigation ; the trees had no mulching or other protection. There was none of the particu- 
lar care nsual in nnrs»*ries. All the conditions were such as to make the tests severe, so 
that any success attained should be reliable. So far as we may judge from triads running 
throngh thiee years, these experiments justify the conclusion that grain and forage crops, 
forest tiees, and hedges may be grown on the plains to the west line of Kansas, and prob- 
ably to a considerable distance beyond, depending only on the rain-fall. 

The address of Dr. J. A. Warder, of Ohio, on the subject of forest- 
tree culture, delivered before the lueiubers of the Kansas legislature, is 
contained in full in this volume of the transactions of the State board. 
It contains many valuable suggestions as to piantinp: and the proper 
treatment of forest-trees, and concludes with the following directions as 
to varieties and location : 

Always remember the importance of endeavoring to select those especially adapted to the 
soil ; next, those of quick growth and of early maturity, those with valuable qualities, and 
always plant the hardy kinds first, as nurses for the others, thus : 

/« open plains. — Ailantus, cottonwood, elms, ashes, willows, silver-maples, box-elder, 
abeles, and other poplars ; all as nurses to othen adapted to the soils. 

Om deep rich bottoms, — Elms, ashes, walnut, burr-oak, cypress, coffe»-nut, pecan-nut, 
maclura, tulip-tree, cottonwood. 

On second bottoms of toess^ (found as bluffs on some of the larger streams.) — Tulip-tree, 
wild cherry, sugar maple, hickories, catalpa, white oak, sassafras. 

On detp soilst upland, — Maples, ashes, cherry, oaks, honey-locust, coffoe-nut, pecan, 
muclura, hickories, catalpa, larch, pines, spnices. 

On heavy soils, — Burr-oak, white oak, yellow oak, post-oak, beech, hickories, maclura, 
cedar, pineH, locusts, birches. 

On sandy lands. — Larch, spruces, pines, cedar, retl oaks, chestnut, ailantus, sassafras. 

On rocky bluffs. — Chestnut, cedar, pines, spruces, larch, locust, chestnut-oak, sug^r 
maple, ailantus. 

On swampy land. — Cypress, birches, willows, pin-oak, {^^ palustris) swamp whiteoak, 
green and black ash, alder, arbor-vitae. 

MASSACHUSETTS. 

The twenty -first annual report of the Massachusetts State board of 
agriculture for the years 1873-74 contains over six hundred pages of 
interesting matter on agriculture and kindred subjects. The essays 
and discussions contained in this work bear evidence of deep research 
and long practical experience in the matters treated of and discussed at 
such length, and the volume, as a whole, must take high rank among 
the valuable current contributions to the agricultural literature of the 
year. 

The secretary, Mr. C. L, Flint, congratulates the farming commnnity 
of the State on the fact that, notwithstanding the forebodings through 
the early spring, caused by a drought of more than usual severity at 
that season, the year just passed has been one of general prosperity. 
The first crop of liay was light in the eastern and middle portions of the 
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State, though more frequent showers on the hilly ranges west of the 
Connecticut River and Berkshire County seems to have carried the crop 
through to a more satisfactory yield there, while the favorable condi- 
tions of the later season, and the very late occurrence of frost in the 
fall, produced an abundant second crop of grass and a luxuriant growth 
of fall seed. 

Reports from local societies of the State show most of these associa- 
tions to be in a prosperous condition. Where the conditions as to 
weather were favorable the receipts at their fairs were large and remuner- 
ative, while the display of improved stock, farm and orchard products, 
and articles of improved industry, gave abundant evidence of progress 
and prosperity. The secretary thinks these local societies have been 
productive of great good. They have created an interest and enthusi- 
asm in many sections where little or none existed before, and led many 
to a higher level of thought and effort. But there is still room for im- 
provement. Too much time and attention seems to have been given to 
the race-track at many of the fairs of these societies. This has led to 
abuses, which no doubt will be speedily remedied. They should realize 
more fally the magnitude, the dignity and the character of the mission 
the}' have to perform in the development of the material interests of 
the State. They have it in their power to lift the labor of the people to 
a much higher plane of thought, and to lead the way to still greater 
triumphs of skill and intelligence. 

The country meeting of the board for this year was held at Fitch bur<» 
on the 2d, 3d, and 4th ot December, 1873. The meetings of the board were 
held in the city hall, and were largely attended by the leading agricul- 
tnrists of the State. There were also present many prominent gentle- 
men representing the agricultural and productive industries of other 
States. The opening aildress was made by Mr. Eugene T. Miles, who 
was followed by Mayor Norcross in a brief address of welcome. Presi- 
dent Clark, of the agricultural college, was then invited to the chair, 
and presided during the after sittings of the board. The first paper 
read was one entitled ^^ A hundred years' progress of American agricul- 
ture," by Mr. Charles L. Flint. This essay appeared in full in the annual 
report of this Department for 1873. 

The afternoon session of the board was occupied in listening to the 
address of Mr. Harris Lewis, of New York, on the subject of *' Milk,'' 
and the discussion which followed. Mr. Lewis stated that notwitstaiid- 
ing milk was composed of from 87 to 88 paits of water, and only from 
12 to 13 per cent«, of butter, cheese, milk, sugar, and earthy matter, yet 
as an article of food it was capable of sustaining man from the hour of 
his birth until the hour of his death. It will supply every need of the 
system, and build up every bone and tissue of the whole structure. Aud 
yet it is the cheapest food known to us. Taken at the price it brings 
in market, there is no animal food which compares to it in cheapness. 
There is no cost in its preparation for food — no wast^, as in the case of 
other animal substances; no refuse of bone, although an abundance of 
bone-forming material. 

In alluding to the consumption of milk as an article of food, the 
speaker stated that the people of Massachusetts use less milk, and 
those of Virginia use more, than the people of any other State in the 
Union ; and as to quality, that the city of Boston is supplied with a 
better article of milk than any other city in the United States. The 
value of the milk-crop of the United States has heretofore been esti- 
mated at $400,000,000 annually, but Mr. Lewis thinks it will reach 
$500,000,000 annually- 
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Tbe speaker g«ive the following simple plan for testing the value of 
milk by its specific gravity : 

Tbo better the milk the Hghtet it will be, becanse the better portion of the whole is the 
lif^htest of all. Therefore, to test the question in regard to the specifie gravity of water, and 
water and cream, mix some cream in a tumblAr of water, (get the purest water you can ; 
dissolve some clean ice, as that will be as good as any yon can get unless yon get distilled 
water,) mix them together, and see where you will find yunr cream and where you will fiud 
your water. I have fonnd a variation in the specific gravity of milk of different cows in 
my own herd eqnal to 10 per cent., and that shows the importance of such tests, in order to 
select good butter-cows and good cheese-cows. 

In regard to tbe different taints in milk, and the discovery of a par- 
tial remedy therefor, Mr. Lewis said : 

Mitk comes to ns at regular periods, and in measured quantities. It is not like any other 
article of food. This matter we can control in all other respects, but milk conies to us in 
iDcreasfd quantities at even periods of time, if we milk onr cows as we should and treat them 
as they should be treated ; and it comes loaded with germs that are capable of destroying 
it ; it is full of germs that dre prepared for its own destruction. Now, these putrefactive 
germs that we find in milk act just according to the conditions in which the milk is placed; 
we may retard or accelerate their action. Milk also comes to us with what we cajl a '* cowy 
odor," or ' animal odor," as it is sometimes called. This odor, of course, seems to be stronger 
and uKire offensive in hot weather than in cool, and it is more perceptible in a sick cow*8 
than in the milk of a well one. Take a cow that is feverish, and it is terrible, awful. It 
smells bad, tastes bad, and it is the very element in milk that makes it unpalatable to most 
people. There are but few people who can relish new milk as it is drawn from the cow. 
This animal odor is one of the worst things we have to contend with in our butter and 
cheese factories. What it is I have not yet fully decided on for myself. 

The first thing we ought to do with milk, if we want to keep it a long time, is to rid it of 
this animal odor. If we want to make it palatable and good, we must get this out. A gen- 
tleman in New York has brought out a simple contrivance for doing thi:4. I am sorry he has 
got it patented. It is simply a tin pail; the bottom of which is perforated with one or two 
TOWS of holes. We turn our miik through a strainer, fastened over the top, and it comes 
out through the holes. It starts in streams, but before it gets down more than a foot or 15 
inches it is separated into drops, and all aired. We all know what a deodorizer pure air is. 
We depend upon its action upon the blood for every breath we draw. Now, that simple ar- 
rangement, inexpensive, easily kept clean, is the best I have ever seen. It is simply a large 
tin pail, without a bail, the tin turned over a heavy wire at the top, and that is held in an 
iron arm that goes into a standard fastened to the can, suspending it over the center of the 
milk-can, and the bottom drilled or punched full of holes three-sixteenths of an inch in di- 
ameter; the milk, as I have said, starts out in streams and separates into drops before it 
reaches a distance of more than J 5 inches below the bottom of the strainer. It is the easiest 
to keep clean, is the cheapest, the most readily used, and effects tbe object the most perfectly 
of anything I ever saw, and, I repeat, I am sorry it is patented. We use forty.gallon cans 
for carrying milk, but this can be used anywhere, on any can, by using a funnel below, if 
you have too small a mouth to the can. You can place it just as high as you please ; when 
the wind blows you do not want it but a little way above the ffrouud. When the atmos- 
phere is still, or very hot, the higher you get it the better. I made a good many tests with it 
a year ago last July, in the hottest weather we had, and I fouud no difficulty whatever in 
keeping the milk sweet thirty-six hours. 

After stating that milk should never be aerated with impare air, the 
speaker stated some experiments in keeping milk nnder ditferent cir- 
cun)stances, and remarked that an article of food so perishable as milk 
should be bandied with the greatest of care. If freed of all its impuri- 
ties, taints, and odors, its value as an article of food may be enhanced 
100 per cent., and its consumption increased to an equal extent. Milk 
and its products of butter and cheese are valued by tUe last impression 
left on tbe organs of taste. If that impression is agreeable as it fa<le8 
away, a desire for more of it is felt. If, on the other hand, the impres- 
sion is a disagreeable one, an aversion is created, and a further in- 
dulgence's avoided. By this indifference in the handling and prepara- 
tion of milk, this lack of cleanliness, the demand for milk and its pro- 
ducts will always remain limited. He does not think the market could 
ever be overstocked with a good article of butter and cheese. To pre- 
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vent the adulteration of milk, he speaks as follows of the importance of 
tests with the lactometer : 

It has seemed to me that the lactometer was a very sure test, of milk, from the fact that 
if we take milk that we know to be pure, and it is ho represented by that instrument, and 
then put in 50 per cent, of water, the lactometer will indicate 50 per cent, of water; if we 
put in 25 percent, of water, it will indicate 25 per cent.; and if we put in ten per cent. of 
water, it will indicate 10 per cent. If it does not tell the truth absolutely, I believe it bat 
done a vast amount of g:ood, because individuals bringing milk to the factory have noticed 
that we tested their milk ; and if some of us know that it does not tell the absolute truth, 
the generality of people suppose that it does, and they know that we are looking after them, 
any way. It has seemed to me that it muRt indicate the truth, beeautte, if you take 
pure milk, as I have said, and dilute it, it iudicates the per cent, of water put in. 

During the discussion which followed, Mr. Bowell stated that naually 
the lactometer was very correct. At one time, when milking forty cows, 
he took a sample of milk from each cow, cooled them off as nearly alike 
as water from the same trough would cool them, and from these forty 
samples he did not find half a degree difference. In the many trials to 
which he has subjected the lactometer, he has never known it to be over 
a half degree out of the way. Where he h,ad been in doubt he had sent 
samples of milk to the chemist, and his analyses had shown that in no 
case had the lactometer been more than half a degree oat of the way. 

On the subject of airing milk, and the great importance of freeing it 
from all impure taints and offensive odors before using it in the manu- 
facture of cheese, Mr. Root said : 

At the factory which I represent, in the spring of the year we instituted a most rigid pro- 
cedure. We suggested this course to a part of the patrons of the factory, that they should 
bring in their milk at a certain time, and have it made up independently of the milk of other 
parties. We suggested that that milk, after it had stood for an hour, and had cooled some- 
what, and the cream globules began to separate a little, should be all aerated, and we sug- 
gested this process: \ou have gut six cans of milk; take a seventh can and set it in a place 
where the air will blow brisklv ; raise up one of the other cans, and pour that milk slowly 
from this can into that. By dfoing this all that milk is aired ; the ait is carried into the 
milk and it is aerated to a certain extent. Then we requested them to take their moming*s milk 
(they carr^ it only once a day) and take the same course with that. This experiment was 
followed for a certain length of time. That milk, carried in at night from four dairies, mak- 
ing about ],fjOO in a day, was taken to the manufactory, placed in the long vat, and 
skimmed in the morning, and the cheeses were made up separately and kept in the ordinary 
way. The result was this : that an equal quantity of cheese was produced from that milk 
that had been skimmed, only you could not get very much cream from milk in the fir^tpatt 
of June by that arrangement. It was sent, it is true, to another market from the markn to 
which the other cheese was sent, but it brought a little more a pound than the other. I took 
different individuals into the factory, where there were three or four sixty-pound cheesM, 
bored into a cheese, and let them try it ; they pronounced it very fine cheese. Then I took 
them to the next one, and they said '* I don't see any diti'ereuee ;'* or perhaps, ** I should sar 
this WHS the best.** In one case, one man said those four cheeses were better than those 
made of milk from which the cream had not been skimmed. It was so, and no mistake; 
they were better cheeses. More cheese, I claim, was produced from the milk that was cared 
for in that way than would have been produced from it if cared for in any other way; and 
I say that milk so prepared is more valuable, keeps longer, produces a better article, sod 
what is better yet, the cheese will, I think, keep longer and retain its best qualities. • • • 
The main reason for the difference in cheeses is owing to the difference in the milk. We ran 
not control all the elements which produce the milk ; it is almost impossible. If a thnnder- 
storm comes up iust at evening, after we milk, the elements are asrainst us then. In sack a 
case as that the dairyman should know the fact, and the man at the factory should know that 
fact. The dairyman should hasten in with his milk in tb^ morning as early as possible, and 
the foreman at the factory must handle tliat milk in a peculiar way to make the best cheese. 

During the evening session of the board, Hon. Marshal P. Wilder read 
an entertaining paper on the " Importance, progress, and influence of 
rural pursuits." Professor Charles* A. Goessmaun^of the agricultural 
college, opened the second day's session with a valuable paper on the 
subject of " Some home resources of fertilizers, with particular reference 
to nitrogen plant-food." 

After alluding to the experiments of Gilbert, Way, Knop. and others, 
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in determining tbe amount of nitrogen plant-food furnished by rain and 
otlier atmoapberic sources, Professor Ooessmanu says that noone famil- 
iar with the amount of nitrogen carried off in ordinary farm-crops would 
hesitate for a moment to pronounce these sources of sot>ply insufficient 
for the growing and maturing of crops. This being the case, a proper 
rotation and direfCt manuring alone are the only means whereby lands 
may be enriched with nitrogen plant-food, and at the same time be im- 
proved in their physical condition. Exact comparative analytical tests 
have determined that an entire average crop of wheat, rye, barley, oats, 
flax, and buckwheat contains but from 38 to 45 pounds of nitrogen per 
acre, while hops, meadow-grasses, Indian corn, rape, and potatoes con- 
tain from 50 to 75 pounds; and, finally, tobacco, peas, lupine, lucern, 
and beets contain not less than from 75 to 90 poutids. Yet practical 
experience counts, when classifying these crops with reference to their 
actual effect on the nitrogen plant-food of soils, grain-crops, rape, to* 
bacco, potatoes, and other hoed crops, among the very exhausting crops; 
peas, vetch, and buckwheat among the most saving ones; and clover, 
lucern, esparcet, lupine, &c., among those which enrich, in a decided 
degree, the soil with nitrogen plant-food. To introduce the last-named 
class of crops, wherever practicable, into a system of rotation, will al- 
ways operate in the interest of an economical use of nitrogenous fer- 
tilizers. 

He then states that the second step toward an accumulation of ready 
nitrogen plant-food consists in the saving of all vegetable and animul 
refuse material incidental to the industry pursued, for all contain more 
or less nitrogen compounds and differ in fact more in regard to the quan- 
tity than the quality which they contain. Tbe most prominent sub- 
stances in this connection are animal secretions. The quality of these 
refuse matters depends, first, on the kind, the age, and the employnient 
of the animal from which they are obtained ; and, secondly, on tbe kind 
and the amount of food consumed. Every class of domesticated ani- 
mals requires for their support a certain varying amount of nitrogenous 
compounds ; their secretions differ, consequently, regarding their amount 
of nitrogen. Full-grown animals return in their secretion the entire 
amount of nitrogen consumed in their food ; young animals retain some 
of it for their growth ; cows pass part of it in their milk, and sheep in 
the wool. Tbe secretions of high-fed oxen contain often two and one* 
half times as much nitrogen and three and one-half times as much 
phosphoric acid as those obtained from cows or young cattle. 

But Professor Goessmann does not think stable-manure alone will keep 
up the fertility of the soil where mixed husbandry is practiced. Sooner 
or later it becomes an incomplete manure for the crops under cultiva- 
tion, in consequence of the more or less general practice of selling various 
kinds of fann-produce, without restoring in some suitable form to the 
soil at least their ash constituents. There are two ways, however, by 
which this manure may be made a complete fertilizer for any farming 
system, and they are, to restore either the soil constituents, sold in tbe 
farm-produce, by buying rich food in addition to tbe fodder-crops raised, 
or by securing an efficient amount of a suitable commercial concentrated 
fertilizer. Which of these two courses will be the most economical, can- 
not be well decided on mere general principles beyond the statement 
that the first course, the buying of strong food, seems to be the safest 
and most efficient in general farm management; while tbe second 
course, the buying of concentrated commercial fertilizers, deserves fre- 
quent recommendation for the cultivation of certain industrial crops. 

The paper read by Professor Goessmann was followed by a discussion 
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on the subject of fertilizers, which was participated in by Messrs. Lorinp, 
Wilder, Trask, Goessmann, Hubbard, Graves, Sessions, Lewis, Taft, 
Boot, Bowker, Everetf, Lawrence, Moore, and others. Dr. Lorin^ 8i)oke 
at some length on the subject of muck as a fertilizer. Aft^r many years' 
experience, he had come to the concbision that, considered by it^self, it 
does not contain a very great amount of fertilizing material. Bethinks 
it belongs to those materials which nature has provided for the ben<^fit 
of the compost-heap ; that it can be worked into a mass of barnyard 
manure in such a way as to increase the fertilizing power of that mass 
of pure animal excrement, just as straw can, and just as many other 
materials can. For that pur[)08e, properly prepared and used as an ab- 
sorbent, he regards it as valuable. He said : 

Muck is applicable, tlierefore, in the compost-heap, to soils that are sandy and light, hare 
an abundance of silica, have soluble salts already provided, which the latent acids in muck 
may possibly dissolve. Is that unfair ? The chemist says, ** No, it is not unfair ;" he says 
that it is the right way to get at it. Now, I say, take sandy soil, and if yoa have got a 
sufficient supply of barn-yard manure which you wish to extend by the use of any compost- 
ing uiHterial, you can use muck, and the acids remaining in the muck, after it has been ex- 
posed to the air and sun and frosU. so that it is thoroughly ** sweetened,** as the farmer sajs, 
will havb a beneficial chemical effect upon your soil, by aiding to dissolve the soluble salt^ 
which go to nourish the plant. Just as far a« that I will go on the muck question, and I 
think it is as far as the most cultivated chemist is usually willing to go. I do not believe in 
hauling out a great mass of this material, and spreading it upon our soil, with the expecta 
tion that it will alone act as a fertilizer. * * * So I would use muck on sandy land, and 
if I had clay-lands to manipulate, and rye-straw was expensive, I would use sand. I rep- 
resent a clay- farm : almost all the land I cultivate is of that character. When I tooku 
into my hands in 18.57, it had been mucked to death ; it had been filled with muck ; muck 
was convenient ; mtick was popular ; it had its advocates, and was accepted, as a good 
many other things are accepted, because no one exposes their true value. This land, I sar, 
liad been mucked to death, and having accidently discovered a large deposit of sand in the 
rear of my stable, I resorted to that sand for bedding for my cattle and the enlargement of 
my manure-heaps. The land chnnged in three years materially. The quality of ray crops 
changed; half-grown, stunted maugold-wurzols were replaced by large, healthy-lo4»kiD£r 
roots. Tufted grasses — that is, fields where there would be a square foot of grass and six 
inches intervening of barrenness — were all wiped out, and an equal diffusion of healthy, 
thrifty grass was secured in its stead. It was owing to the introduction of sand with the 
manure into those lands which had been rendered sour and pasty by the muck. That wai 
the result of that experiment. So, I nay, if you have clay-lauds, extend your manure-heap^, 
and compost them by the use of sand. 

President William S. Clark, of the Stat-e Agricultaral College, read 
a paper on ^^The circulation of sap in plants." At the conclusiou of 
the reading of this interesting paper, Professor Agassiz, who was pres- 
ent, took occasion to highly conipliment the author for the thorough- 
ness of his investigations, aud spoke of his discoveries as of great im- 
portance. He stated, for the benefit of those who have thought that 
the Agricultural College was acconiplishing but little, that the dis- 
coveries made by President Clark would amply pay for every dollar 
which the State has thus far bestowed upon that institution. It was the 
intention to make some extracts from this paper, but it has been found 
that, in order to give anything like a clear idea of the many important 
discoveries made by President Clark, it would require more space than 
the limits of these digests will permit 

The ^^ Management of grass-laud" was the next subject discassed. 
The subject was opened by Mr. Harris Lewis, of New York, who stated 
that his farm was located on the north bank of the Mohawk Biver, and 
that, ordinarily, about twenty-five acres of these lowlauds are Hooded 
by this river. These overflows occur iu the spring and fall, and he has 
found that the sediment left by the muddy water, while it is no thicker 
thau a piece of paper, contains sufficient fertilizing matter to give biiu 
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a year's growth of grass. This hint has caased him to make some ex- 
periments in irrigating, which he gives as follows : 

I have dissolved clay and swamp-mad in water to test its fertilizing power ou grass, 
and I find that bj stirring up a pailful of spring- water and a little clay or swamp-mud to- 
gether, and turning it over a given area of grass, it produces as much growth, provided the 
roots are healthy and vigorous, as an equal amount of manure, the liquids and solids mixed 
together, and spread over the same surface. On the upper end of my farm there comes in 
a nttle rill from the woodland, and this, when the snow goes off in the spring, brings down 
a little water, and the water is a little muddy. Well, wnenever that spreads out over the 
pasture, on its downward course toward the Mohawk, there is no trouble in having all the 
orass that will grow. Hence I have taken the hint, and believe that the best top-dressing , 
for meadows ojr pastures, if the roots of the grass are healthy and vigorous, is muddy water. 

On the general treatment of grass-lands, Mr. Lewis said : 

I do not advise top-dressing with any material whatever unless the roots are in a healthy 
condition. If they aro unhealthy, the better way is to plow them up ; but most of our 
grass-lands that have been in use a great while are lacking in phosphates, and you will find 
that a light sprinkling of bone-meal over such land will produce a wonderful effect. I have 
also found that much of your grass-lands lack potash, and that the application of about four 
bushels of wood-ashes per acre will effect a marvelous improvement. I have found, too, 
that in some parts of my own land, where I have top-dressed with manure for several 
years, a small coating of lime, say 20 bushels to the acre, will produce very beneficial re- 
sults. 

But I would suggest to every farmer here that he divide off a certain piece of his mowing 
or pasture land into alternate strips, leaving one between each two that he lets alone, and 
try the different fertilizers. You can try one kind on one strip, another on another, and 
carefully note the result, count the cost, estimate the additional growth, and each man will 
soon decide for himself what is the best course for him to pursue. I find that a little sprink- 
ling of pure clay, without the water, on a light, loamy, or sandy soil, is sufficient for a long 
time ; tnat a little swamp-mud, after it has been exposed to the atmosphere a year, spread 
over a light soil, is equal to the best top-dressing for grass -lands in the world ; and I find, 
too, that sand, pure sand, spread over a stiff clay soil, or on swamp-muck, is an excellent 
fertilizer for years. But I would say to you that if your gtass is unhealthy, if the roots are 
not vigorous, I know of no way so good as to summer-Tallow, if you can do it. If your 
grass-land is so you can plow it, commence and make a thorough summer-fallow of it. I 
prefer this to §owing it with grain, cropping it, and then re-seeding it. If you are afraid of 
any loss of plant-food, sow with plaster before you commence, and you can add another 
coat during the summer Plow about three times, just as thoroughlv as you would for a 
wheat-field, and then, about the last half of August, seed it down. This summer-fallowing 
rids your ground of every kind of foul stuff that may have grown in it. It gives you a 
beautiful clean field, where the grass-seed will catch and grow. It has the benefit of the 
whole of the sunshine, and it has the whole of the soil to draw upon. It has this plant- 
food that it obtains from the old turf, the very fertilizer that it wants ; and I will assure you 
that you will do better by adopting this method than you will to plow it up and crop it and 
then try to seed it again. 

In seeding lands for pastures, Mr. Lewis advises the sowing of seed 
of almost every kind of grass that grows, so as to get a succession of 
grasses daring the whole season. For mowing-lands he would seed 
with those varieties that ripen about the same time. There being no 
one kind of grass that will occupy the whole of the soil, the importance 
of sowing seed of many varieties will readily be seen. 

Mr. Fay was of the opinion that what would answer for Mr. Lewises 
land would not answer as fertilizers for the lands in his section of the 
State. After alluding to the difterence in the character of the soil of 
Herkimer County aud most of the lauds in Massachusetts, he said : 

We connmenced using plaster on our pasture-lands some five years ago, and we have used 
it until ii does no good at aU. Yon may put from :^0 to 500 pounds on an acre, and you 
cannot see any good result from it. Ashes do not do much the first year. You will get dis- 
couraged if yon Uy them, and perhaps the second year the benefit will not be ot much 
seqaence. If the aeason is very moist, sometiuies you will see a little benefit the first 
year, but yon will see the effect for ten years. I have used Qb bushels of unleached 
ashes to the acre. I would not give for leached aithes 10 cents a bushel, where I would give 
for unleached ashes 40 cents a bushel; there is all that difference between them. If ydu 
pat 35 bushels on an acre, it will last you ten years, and produce an abundance of most ex- 
cellent feed. There is nothing so valuable for pasture-lauds, but the great difficulty is bo 
obtun ashes. ^ 
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Dr. Startevant spoke as follows against the practice of pastnriDg 
mowiug-lands late in antamn : 

Mj experience leads me to question the advantage of feeding mowing-lands close in antamn. 
On our Massachusetts soiis, underlaid with gravel, the soaking of the spring rains does not 
preserve the roots long from the effects of the dry weather following. Tne grass-roots lyinj^ 
near the surface of the upper soil are the first to feel the drought, and allowing the grass to 
be closely bitten off at the approach of winter, is to expose the roots upon the coming of 
spring to drying winds and thirsty sunshine. To shut out.these influences, and to miuntun 
in the soil a reservoir for the growing grass from one rain to another, is, when the soil is well 
pulverized and rich, to have plenty of grass. This may be done by simply keeping oar 
cattle off the mowing-fields after haying, and allowing the g^ass to attain a height of sev- 
eral inches before winter. The frost kills the grass, the snow mats it close to the roots, and 
the spring sun finds everv root under the protection of a mulching that retains the moisture 
in the soil for a considerable period of time after rains. 

Messrs. Boot and Ellsworth spoke of their success in killing witch- 
grass. Mr. Boot said that by plowing early in June it can be most 
easily subdaed and thoroughly killed. Mr. Ellsworth had been success- 
ful in killing it by summer-fallowing, and gave the following as the most 
effectual mode of destroying this pest of the grasslands of the State: 

I have tried several different ways to kill it, and have found that the best way is to turn 
the ground over in the spring and sow it to fodder-corn, scratching in a little manure. If 
you can possib^ cover the com with dirt, it is best to do so. Sow it in the season of the year 
when it will grow the best, May or June. Get the fodder-corn started, and it will keep down 
the witch-grass. As has been remarked by one gentleman, it is pretty hard, if plowed in June, 
to cross-plow it that year. Mr. Lewis can do it on his land, but it cannot be done on land that 
is filled with witch-grass. After you get your corn off, it can be cross-plowed the same fall. 
and the season following there is no trouble in killing it by plowing just as oflen as it oomse 
above ground, or harrowing once a fortnight or ten days, or doing anything that will dlstuib 
it. In this way you can kill it perfectly, so that you will be able to seed the land down the 
fall following, after you have got your crop of fodder-uom. By turning over the sod and 
covering it, you will kill it effectually. It wants sun and air ; it cannot live without them anj 
more than we can live under water. The most trouble that I have found with it, where I 
have followed it up so closely that the witch-grass was killed out entirelv, was that the 
ground was all dust ; and if there was the least slope to the land, with such showers as we 
have had for two years, the wash was tremendous, oecause it would be smooth, like a floor, 
and if there was nothing more than the soil to hold it, it would wash badly. I have con. 
eluded that hereafter, when I take up a piece, to kill the witch-grass in that way ; after it be. 
comes fine, I will sow it to oats. These will sprout very quick at that season of the year, 
July or August, and they will hold the soil from being washed away by the heavy showe». 

Professor Louis A gassiz read a valuable paper on ^'The structure and 
growth of domesticated animals," being a lecture in continuation of 
the subject discussed by him at the preceding meeting of the board. 
This was the last meeting of the State board attended by Professor 
Agassiz, and this lecture is among the last delivered by him, as his 
death occurred soon after. At the annual meeting of the State board 
in Boston, in February, 1874, Colonel Wilder, from the committee ap- 
pointed to consider and report what action the board should take with 
regard to the decease of Professor Agassiz, submitted the following 
preamble and resolutions: 

Whereas Professor Louis Agassiz has been removed by dea^h since our last meeting; and 
whereas his connection with this board has for manv years bisen a groat source of enjoy- 
ment to all its members and profit to the people of the State : Therefore, 

Resolved t That in the death of Professor Agassic the members of this board recognise the 
loss of one of the great masters of science, whose membership was an honor to this board, 
whose marvelous Teaming was freely used to foster and dignify the science of agriculture, 
and whose eloquence and enthusiasm gave a charm to all his instructions. 

ReMolvedt That we recognise with grateful remembrance all he haa done for the honor ot 
our commonwealth, our common country, and for the cause of science in the world by his 
own investigations, and the instruction of those who remain to carry on the work begun by 
him. 

Bemarks were made by Oolonel Wilder, President Chadboume, Dr. 
.Loring, and Mr. Phinney, when the resolutions were unanimously 
adopted by a rising vote. 
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The limited space allowed for these reviews forbids quotations from 
the intereetiDg lecture of Professor Agassiz, or farther Dotice of the 
many valuable papers read during the concluding sessions of the board. 
The monthly publication of this department for April, 1873, contained 
a communication from Mr. Charles Mueller, United States consul at Am- 
sterdam, to Mr. J. £. Whiting, of Goncord, Mass., on the subject of the 
origin of what is generally known as the "Halstein'' breed of cattle. 
In this communication Mr. Mueller refers to, and quotes from, a letter 
addressed to him by Professor Hengeveld, teacher at the Netherland 
Royal Veterinary Institute, Utrecht. After posting this letter to Mr. 
Mueller, Professor Hengeveld deemed a more copious statement neces- 
sary to establish the position assumed by him,t. e., that the "Holstein" 
are not a distinct race, but are the descendants of the ^« Dutch" breed of 
cattle, and therefore prepared and forwarded to Mr. Mueller the follow- 
ing statement. As the question discussed is one of great interest to cat- 
tle-breeders, It would seem advisable to give Professor Hengeveld's letter 
a wider circulation than it has received through its publication in this 
volume of the transactions of the Massachusetts State Board of Agricul- 
ture. The letter is as follows: 

Utrecht, November 8, 1872. • 

Sir : After reading over the letter I had tbe honor of addressing jou on the 20th ultimo, 
and in which I communicated to you mj opinion concerning the ** Holstoiu Herdbook/' it 
appears to me that I have not been explicit enough in furnishing you with evidence suffi- 
ciently obvious to subvert the assumption or error of the ''Association of Breeders of Thor- 
oughbred Holstoin Caitie," which association has given to the cattle imported into Massa- 
chusetts yrom North Holland the name of Holstein cattle. For this reason, I now take the 
liberty of gri^ii^K J^^ a somewhat more detailed statement, based upon historical grounds, 
in order that the injured name of our excellent cattle may be retrieved in the United States, 
and the real name, that of Dutch cattle, which belongs to our breed, be given it. For this 
purpose, I beg to adduce the following : 

The testimony advanced by the "Herdbook" to show the priority of the appellation 
"Holstein" rests on a quotation from the splendid work of the naturalist Low, of the fol- 
lowing import, in speaking of the origin of the '* short-horns " in England: ''Cattle were 
frequently brought from the opposite continent and mingled with the native varieties. They 
were chiefly imported from Holland, the cows of which country were most celebrated of 
all others in the north of Europe for the abundance of their milk and the uses of the dairy. 
* Tbe Dutch breed was especially established in the district of Holdemesa, on the 

north side of the estuary of the Humber, whence it extended northward through the plains 
of Yorkshire ; and the cattle of Holderness still retain the distinct traces of their Dutch 
origin, and were long regarded as the. finest dair^-cows of England. Farther to the north, 
in the fertile district of the Tees, importations likewise took place of the cattle of the op- 
posite countries ; sometimes from Holland, and sometimes, by way of Hamburg, from Hol- 
stein. Sir Wm. St. Quintin, of Scampston, is said to have procured bulls and cows from 
Holland, for the purpose of breeding, previous to the middle of the last century ; and at a 
later period Mr. Michael Dobinson, in the county of Durham, visited Holland for the pur- 
pose of selecting bulls of the Dutch breed Other persons had resorted for their breeding- 
cattle to HottUiUt whence the finest of the Dutch hrepi have themselves been derived," And a 
few lines further on — "the breed formed by the mixture became faoiliarly known [in Eng- 
land] as the Dutch or Holstein breed.*' 

From this the " Herdbook" infers that Dutch cattle and the cattle of Holstein are of the 
same quality or intrinsio value, and that the-former are derived from the latter. 

Let us examine this more closely. 

The English "short-horns" owe their origin to cattle imported from Holland, but 
besides these Dutch cattle there have also been cattle imported into England from Hol- 
stein and Jutland. This appears from what is quoted in the " Herdbook *' from Low. The 
toUowiug is translated from Royer*s*^ French version of Low's work : '* In comparing these 
varieties of cattle to the breeds of tbe continent, there is an analogy found on tbe one side 
between the great breed of the marshes and the black cattle natives of the plains and 
marshes of Holland ; and, on the other, between the more various kinds on the north of the 
Humbdr and these of Holstein and Jutland, whence the best cattle of Northern Europe have 
sprung. It is not unreasonable to suppose that these latter breeds may have been introduced, 
during the first period of Saxon colonization, by the Jutes and Angles, who settled down 

* D. Low'g Natural Agrieultaral Hbtory of the Domestic European Anlmalt, Slc. Translated by Royer. 
The Races of Great Britain. 
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in that part of Enj^land. * • * But, at a more approximate period to na, It appears 
that cattle were freqaentlr imported from the neighboring continent, and that they were 
mixed with native breeds/* 

It was especiallj the Dutch cows that were considered the best milch kinds of Northern 
Europe. 

There is here a verr clear and evident difference made between the ezeellent Dutch cattle 
and the Holstein and Jutland breeds, whose oiiffin Low traces to a Saxon colonisation. 
How Low, a few lines further on, can make the Dutch cattle derive their origin from the 
Holstein cattle, from which lines the **Herdbook** draws its inference — the same occurs 
in the French version, "whence the best Dutch races themselves originate '* — is incompre- 
hensible, and it is evident Low ens, or is not sufficiently acquainted with the history of 
both countries : for already, seven centuries before the colonisation in England of the Jutes 
and Auffles, the Friesians [Hollanders] were known for the greater number of their cattle, 
as will further appear. 

The foregoing quotation from Low is the only one of any value contained in the ** Herd- 
book ** in support of its theory, and this only demands attention because the statement of a 
great naturalist, although evidently a mistake. 

The other quotations of the '' Herdbook," taken from English and American writers, 
American-German papers, &c., as met with on pages 12, 13, 14, 38, 'J9, 40, and 41, prove 
only that the Dutch cattle are of the gp'eatest excellence ; and that the ** Herdbook," in re- 
peating on page 40 what it quotes on page 13 from the G^erman- American farmers' paper, 
'* the original stock washy no means bred in Holland, but in Holstein,'* is not so mucn mis- 
taken in the matter after all, as, for reasons which it is no object of mine to surmise, bent 
upon establishing its theory, that paper has perhaps also been led astray in the footsteps d 
Low. 

Another remarkable expression is used— I had almost said another mm falsehood is 
broached— by the " Herdbook " in tracing the origin of Dutch cattle to the Holstein breed, 
namely, on page 4) : " Every spring, thousands of Holstein heifers are driven to the fields 
of Northern Germany and Holland, where people find it is more profitable to buy heifers than 
to raise them ; and the name of the brec^ got confused, so toat the name 'Holland cow* 
was here translated into * Dutch cow,' &c i What, in the name of common sense, next f 

The ** Herdbook*' takes the unwarranted liberty, whenever is should speak of Dutch cat- 
tle, of adding immdiately after, the word " Holstein." It gives to Holstein cattle — purtkmtti 
in Sorth Holland, uud of which the first importation took place in Massachusetts in lt£)2, 
afterward in lb57, &c., but the greatest in lb6l— all the honor the Dutch cattle so abun- 
dantly deserve, and appears to have made the geographical blunder of supposing North 
Holland, Friesland, Groningen, and Oldenburg as oelongtog to Holstein. 

The thesis so arbitrarily adopted and set forth by the *' Herdbook," that the large black 
and white cattle imported into North America from the Netherland provinces of North Hol- 
land and Friesland have ** undoubtedly descended from the original stock of Holstein," as 
it proclaims on page 9, requires a most decided denial and refutation for the honor and repu- 
tation of Dutch cattle ; and, without being led astray by the most strangely-jumbled-np 
references mentioned, I wish to point out — 

1st. That the history of the Dutch or Holland cattle dates further back than that of Hol- 
stein ; 

iid. That the Holstein cattle descend from the Dutch ; and, 

3d. That the name of ** Holstein cattle " is only a local appellation for a peculiar indige- 
nous breed, constituting only one of several appertaining to the same group, namely, to the 
group of the lowland races, of which the Dutch brud u the fundamental type. To this I now 
proceed. 

According to the **AlIgemeine Deutsche Real Encyclopedia,'** the origin of Holstein-Schles- 
wyck lies buried in olwcurity, and Holstein was probably visited by the Cimbri; while, a 
century after, the Roman Emperor Ciesar Tiberius arrived with his army and fleet betoie 
the mouth of the Elbe, without, however, setting foot on the Holstein shore. According to 
Tacitus, it may be stated that the Holstein Baltic coast was inhabited, as far as Mecklen- 
burg and Sleswyck, by seven petty German tribes, of whom the Angles uid Wames have 
preserved their names down to the present time, while the others have been melted down 
into that of the Saxons. In the fifin century, the Saxons and Angles united with the Jutes 
and Friesians,and migrated to England. (This is Low's colonization. ) Subsequently the Hol- 
stein Saxons, who dwelt to the north of the Elbe, were called by the name of Normans, while 
the name of Holstein is not mentioned in history before eight hundred years after Christ 
In ll2t:^'64, the Holstein province Uagrien was conquered and converted to Christianity, 
and partly peopled with strange colonists from Friesland, Holland, and Westphalia. 

These are hsitorical facts, agreeing with Low, and with what the editor of the " Massa- 
chusetts Ploughman," ofiSHth September last, quotes from a letter written by you, to tbe 
following effect : The first Dutch colony in Germany, then called by the general name Thor- 
ingia, dates back as far as the year 5-28. From 801 to 864, St. Anskar, primate of Bre- 
men, Hamburg, Holstein, &c., himself of Flemish birth, attracted mai^ ofhisc«>untryinen 
to those northern regions. Charlemagne also colonized Flemish peasants on the shores of 

•I-'P-o: r. A. Bn.kb.». 1M6. Mb F"«bg!,!|'d^?^^OOgle 
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the Elbe. That stretch of toeminff lowlands east of Bremen to the Baltic wore a vastly 
different face in those early days. Marshy and uncultiyated, the coast edg;e. of those parts 
stood exposed to the tender mercies of the sea to snch a defj^ree that even a slight breeae 
would suffice to cause immersion ; while the inhabitants, through intestine wars, demoral- 
ized and habituated to strife and broil, evinced but little aptitude for the peaceful pursuits of 
hasbandry. It was then that the attention of Gferman princes was drawn to Holland, where 
similarly-situated regions had been brought to a high state of productiveness. The great 
tide of migration, however, did not set in till the twelfth and thirteenth centuries, from which 
period the origin of the fine grass-lands along the Elbe and the Weser must be reck- 
oned, Slc, 

I beg to refer the reader to the further contents of this important article, as inserted in the 
** Ploughman,** just mentioned, and take the liberty of adding that Mr. Mueller has therein 
strictly adhered to the hiiBtorical truth. 

From these historical statements, it already appears that, with regard to its fitness as a 
gruing and cattle-breeding country, Holstein is of later date than Holland ; which fact 
will appear the more prominent after some account has been given of the oldest inhabitants 
of Holland, and their pursuits. 

For this purpose I at once direct the attention of the reader to the coming of the Friesiahs 
and Batavians. The former were the oldest inhabitants of Holland, and were known as 
herdsmen, hunters, and fishermen. Their history in this country goes as far back as three 
hundred years before Christ The Batavians came down the Rhine two hundred years afler, 
or one hundred years before Christ ; and although thev were likewise herdsmen, they occu- 
pied themselves more particularly with hunting and fishing. 

The lands of the Frieeians comprised the whole country to the north of the Rhine as far as 
the shores of the North Sea, to which West and East Friesland belonged, composing the 
present Dutch provinces of Groningen, Friesland, Drenthe, and North Holland, besides the 
provinces of Utrecht, Overyssel, and a part of Gulderland and South Holland. Of all these 
provinces, Groningen alone appertainea to East Friesland. 

Tacitus says of the FricNians and Batavians, " Thc^ owned cattle not excelling in beauty 
hut in number.** He further states, as does also Juhus Cesar, that the Friesians and Ba- 
tavians paid each other in cows, sheep, and goats, and gave likewise to their children, as 
dowry, oxen adapted to the yoke and plow, cattle, and horses. When they were subdued 
by the Romans in the first centuries of our era, the conquerors derived much advantage from 
thi) wealth in cattle, and imposed upon the Friesians an annual tribute, consisting of cow- 
hides and meat, while they cnose their most valiant warriors from among the Batavians. 

The Friesians and Batavians applied themselves to the draining of their marshy lands and 
their islands; created meadows on the reclaimed soil, while the first protected against inunda- 
tions by raising bills, breakers, and dikes, of which the traces are everywhere discernib\|B 
along the coast throughout West Friesland and Groningen. Something is even known 
regarding the color of their cattle, namely, that they held those of a white color in religious 
veneration. 

It is a very plausible theory that the Friesians, who, at an early a date as three hundred 
years before Cnrist, peopled the north of the present Netherlands, and wrought those allu- 
vial plains of Scandinavian clay into soil fit for the requirement of their cattle, did, in after 
cenLuries, spread themselves in more northerly and easterly directions as far as the Elbe; as 
we already Know they did, in the fifth century, unite with the Jutes and Aoglo-Saxons in 
emigrating to England ; in addition to which, we must observe that these were probably 
East Friesians and not West Friesians. 

The East Friesians from Oldenburg and the country near the Elbe, both south and north 
of that river, were compelled, through the inclemency of those regions, then in their original 
condition of low, alluvial swamps, inundated at every tide, to desert them. It was owing 
to these local circumstances that the Romans were prevented from endeavoring to land 
their army. 

It can be shown that the inhabitants of this territory were unable to make sure pro- 
vision for their own wants, because of the robberies and piracies committed by the Normans, 
dwellers on the west coast of Denmark, people from Holstein and Sleswyck, Jutes and 
Angles. These were by no means peaceful breeders of cattle, as were the Friesians and 
Batavians, whose land they constantly plundered and Iiud waste, burning and ravaging 
their possessions, massacreing the inhabitants, making them pay tribute, penetrating far inland 
to the mouths of the Rhine and Ts8el,and everywhere eiving unbridled vent to their ferocity 
and love of plunder. This was between the eighth and eleventh centuries. Giving due weight 
to these statement, which, from the nature ofthe case, must necessarily be brief, it cannot be 
doubted that the cultivation of cattle in the Netherlands existed a lon^ time before buch a 
thing could ever be thought of in Holstein. It is also quite as certain that the colonists 
from Friesland, Holland, and Westphalia carried with them their cattle to Holstein. 

Hence we see that, first, the Dutch race of cattle date from an older descent than those of 
Holstein, while, probably, second, the Holstein cattle originated from the Friesian breed, and 
from that of the Dutch and Westphalian emi^^nts. 

After this colonization, we have our attention directed to another remarkable particular 
in the history of the Dutch cattle-cultivation. The ** Herdbook/* unable to inaintain the 
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priority of the name Holstein from an earlier history of Holland and HoUtein, might then, 
perhaps, seek its testimony in a later period, and the events to which your attention is now 
called. 

From the fourteenth on till the eif^hteenth century a lanr^e nnmher of Danish oxen were 
annually turned for pasture into the la^rassy meadows of North Holland, formerly West Fries- 
land, and sold at the weekly North Holland cattle-market. The oldest of these cattle-markets 
is that of the citv of Hoorn. This market was already established in 1311, and, in 1389, the 
Danes and inhabitants of the Eyder were allowed by Albrecht, duke of Bavaria, to hold a 
weekly market there. In 1605, the Danish cattle-market was removed from Hoorn and 
transferred to Enkhuyzen, where, in J61{4, the number of J ,179 oxen were sold.* There was al^o 
in Amsterdam a lean-cattle market, beginning^ in thn spring, in the month of April, but held 
at irregular periods, depending npon wind and weather, when cattle, were allowed to be con- 
veyed from Denmark and Holstein hither to graze. These were mostly brought by vessel.t 

These importations «f Danish and Holstein cattle into North Holland, to which the ** Herd- 
book *' might refer, did not consist of heifers, as stated on page 41, but of lean oxen, which 
were pastured on the fertile meadows of the Polders, and af]£rward sold at the markets of 
Hoorn, Enkhuyzen, and Amsterdam as fat cattle. As to heifers, either then or now, havinfr 
been imported from Holstein iulo Friesland and North Holland for breeding purposes, no 
such thing is known. 

To withhold nothing and to pot nothing in a distorted light, I may add that in the middle 
of the eighteenth century several importations took place into Friesland of Danish cattle, 
consisting of young calves. This was at the time of the raging of the cattle-plague, which 
desolating disease carried off thousands of the finest cattle in Friesland and Holland. 

For the purpose of keeping the cattle-trade alive, and to fill the places of those destroyed 
by the plaeue, small Danish breeds and Qerman cows of a diminutive size were substituted 
and crossM with the remaining and recovered natives. 

*'They were," says Scheltma.t *' Danish-Holstein and small Qerman cows, of which the 
greater part were smaller in size than the native race." In the same work we also find 
*^tbat one was reduced to the necessity, in 1769, of purchasing the needful cattle in tlie 
county of fientheim, in the districts of 6ldenburg and Munster, in Hanover, and other parts 
of Germany." 

In the work "Present State of Friesland," it is mentioned that, ''owing to the cattle- 
plague, the people were compelled to import from abroad all kinds of small cattle, chiefly Danish. 
But, what was remarkable, however small and ill-favored these animals might be, when com- 
pared with the handsome Friesian homed cattle, as a natural consequence, an improvement 
of food induced a favorable development of body, and, from the mixture of the two breeds, 
good and choice milch-kine were attained within two or three generations of the introduction 
of the foreign blood, no matter how much the race had in the beginning deteriorated through 
the process, and, eventually, the type of Danish and German cattle was quite lost. This is, 
however,' already one hundred years ago. 

A fair consideration of what has been thus far stated will leave no justification of the "Herd- 
book^s" imputation upon the antiauity and purity of descent of our Friesian or Dutch cattle, 
or its assumption that they are of Holstein origin. No ; the genealogy of Netherland cattle 
is pure and unadulterated, and it is at least two thousand years old. 

I come now to the present time, and the question whether it is tenable to give to one variety 
of cattle the name of an entire group, and to reckon as appertaining to it all its several varieties 
or breeds, as, for instance, the Dutch, Friesian, Oldenburg, Holstein^, d^c. ; and would it not 
be imperative in such a case to give it the purelv historical name by which it is generally 
known f If it could be desirable to give a general name to the cattle of the just-mentioned 
districts, then that of HoUtein cattle would not be appropriate, and for it should be sub- 
stituted that of Friesian eattU^ whence all the varieties originated. 

The chief characteristics of this Friesian breed — its eminent milk-giving and fattening 
qualities~we find in all the just-mentioned districts, and extending still farther southward, 
with this difference, however, that wherever the land is more fertile, the climate milder, and 
the tendiufif, feeding, and breeding of the cattle observed with more care, in that measaro, 
and according as these requisites stand to each other in the closest proportion and harmony, 
they are more developed, attain larger size, and are of a finer texture. 

If the intention be to convey a correct understanding of the true qualities of the several 
varieties or breeds mentioned in their own dwelling-plaoes, it is better that each breed should 
retain the name bv which it is known, and that no collective name, though an historical one, 
should be given them. 

In order to be able to readily classify a group of cattle of great extent, possessing the same 
chief qualities in form and productivtoess. Strum $ proposed, so long as fifty years ago, to 
give to a group, subject to the same conditions of soil and climate, a name indicating those 
oonditions, and thus originated the designations "mountain cattle," " highland oattle," and 

* Cr. J. Henteveld, Cattle, VoL If, and O. Brank, HiHtory of Enkhayien. 
t T. Domselaer, DeBcriptlon of Anuterdain. 1655, VoL lu, p. 194, and VoL IV, p. 937. 
: B. 0. iScheltma. TreatiM of the'Sooiety for the Promotion of Agricalture, VoL XV, P. 2, p. 31 Com- 
parn alio " Cattle," VoL II, p. 61. 
^ Dr. Stram : Of Raoei. Crowing and Imprevlng of Indigenoiu Domestic Animalg. Elberfeld. 182& 
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'Mowland cattle/* He also heiicb each of these divisions by the breed best representing 
the distinctive feature of its class, as its type. It is under the denomination of lowland cattle 
that he places the different breeds of catiie of the coast-lands along the North Sea. Schmalz, 
Pabst, and many subsequent writers, adopt this classification — ^some with a few modifica- 
tions; but all find in the physical characteristics of the country to which they are indigenous, 
the general denomination of the collective group. According to Schmalz^s statement, cattle, 
adopting Strum's classification, may be distinguished in the following manner : 

A. Lowland Race. — Primitive cow ; Dutch Friesian cow. 

B. Mountain Race, — ^Degenerate ; auite the contrary of A ; Swiss cow. 

C. Mid*Ue Race. — Highland race ; rorms the transition from A to B ; Prankish cow. 

On page 55, Schmalz says, ** To the race A belong the Dutch, as representative, the Fries- 
ian, the Oldenburg, and chiefly all lowland races, bearing the peculiar characteristics which 
identify it with the place of its sojourn. 

'* This is a purely natural division, and there is not the least arrogance in assertin(|f, what 
history points out, that the Dutch cattle constitute the tvpe of the oldest, purest, and best 
breed. All other varieties are of less intrinsic value; they are coarser or smaller, possess 
less productive qualities, though of local excellence in their native places. 

" If cattle of the genuine breed are bought, imported elsewhere, and there bred, why is it not 
called bg its native name, and why must an appellation he given to it quite foreign and unknown 
teitr 

*' One bears in Europe of * lowland cattle,' but purchases of them for the purpose of im- 
proving other breeds have, for the last hundred years, been only made in the chief Nether- 
land provinces, where the choicest cattle of the lowlands are found. Thus, thousands of 
Dutcn and Friesian cattle are annually sent abroad under the name of Dutch cattle.^* 

Finally, I beg to add quotations from Dr. George May,* director of the agricultural estab- 
lishment at Weihenstephan, who visited Holland about ten years ago. 

*'The Dutch cattle constitute the type of the properly so-called lowland race, which ex- 
tends throughout Netherlands, Flanders, Normandy, Oldenburg, and Denmark." Further 
on, page 41, he says: ** The Oldenburg cattle descend from Uie Dutch race, and are like- 
wise distinguished as East Friesian cattle, as still partially found in Hanoverian Friesland. 
In the adjacent parts of Bremen it is called Bremen cattle." On page 42 : '* The Holstein 
and Breitenburg cattle in the Wilster and Rempner marshes are equal to, * * * but with 
respect to their square build, the Breitenburg cattle are, in their properties, more like the 
finer Dutch cattle." 

Other writers of repute may be quoted, but enoueh has been given to show that the name 
of ** Holstein cattle" is only a local and not a collective name, and may not be given to 
cattle bonght in North Holland ; to do so is to underrate the Dutch cattle race.t 

Trust in the love'of truth and fairness of the American breeders of Dutch cattle induces 
me to believe thev will yet give to that race the name which is their due ; that the appella- 
tion *' Holstein herd-book " will be abandoned, and that we shall have, in its place, the 
Holland herd-book. 

Here, esteemed sir, I conclude my lengthy epiatle, and apologize, at the same time, for 
the liberty I take in troubling you with mv views in a somewhat tedious strain ; but the 
honor of our Netherland cattle seemed to call for a word in its defense. Besides, I suppose, 
there are breeders found in Massachusetts who by no means approve of the name given 
by the gentlemen of the '* herd-book" to our cattle, as is evident to me from some of the 
numbers of the ** Massachusetts Ploughman," and from which I have reason to infer there 
are interests at stake involved in the name, of which I do not wish to judge. 

With sincere esteem, I have the honor to be, yours truly, 

G. J. HENGEVELD. 
Teacher of the Netherland Royal Veterinary Institute* 

Mr. Charles Mueller, 

United States Consul at Amsterdam, 

NEW JERSEY. 

The first annnal report of the New Jersey State Board of Agriculture 
contains the law under which it was established, the by-laws and gen- 
eral plan of work adopted, the names of the officers and members of the 
board, reports from a number of coanty and district societies, essays 
on various subjects of interest to the farmers and fruit-growers of the 
State, analyses of soils and fertilizers, and the business transactions of 
the board for 1873. 

• Dr. George May. The Cattle, Munich, 1863, vol. ii, p. 38. 

^ Instances of the misinformation and confusion growing out of the present attitude of 
the ** herd-book," may be found in Nos. 2, 3, and 18 of that register. The two former are 
Breitenburg cows, and the latter an Oldenburger, both of races distinct from and inferior to 
^® I>ntch. Digitized by LjOOgle 
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The first meeting of the board was held at the College Farm, New 
Brunswick, September, 1872, when a permanent organization was ef- 
fected by the election of Joel Parker as president and Prof. George 
H. Cook as secretary. At the second meeting of the board, held at , 
Trenton, March 5, 1873, by-laws for the government of the board and 
a plan for its futnre operations were adopted. In addition to an annual 
meeting for the transaction of business, the board agreed to hold two 
additional meetings daring the year, one in the spring and the other one 
early in autumn, for the purpose of considering matters relating to the 
progress of agriculture and the advancement of farming interests. The 
following standing committees were provided for: A committee of 
three on the culture of staple crops ; a committee of the same number 
on horticultnre and floriculture } a like committee on forest culture, and 
one on the diseases of cattle. An executive committee, consisting of 
five members, was also provided for. 

The third meeting of the board was held on the grounds of the State 
Agricultural Society at Waverly, September 17, 1873. This was a joint 
meeting of the officers of the State Agricultural Society and of the State 
board, but no business of importance was transacted. 

The secretary, in his admirable report to the board, says that the 
State was originally settled by farmers. Descendants of the Hollanders 
from New York and Long Island settled in Hudson, Bergen, Morris, 
Passaic, Somerset, Hunterdon, Sussex, Warren, Monmouth, and Middle- 
sex counties. Those of English parentage, from Connecticut and East^ 
em Long Island, settled in Essex, Morris, Union, Somerset, Hunterdon, 
Middlesex, Monmouth, Ocean, Burlington, Atlantic, Cape May, and 
Cumberland counties. English settlers located in Salem, Gloucester, 
Camden, Burlington, Mercer, and [Jnion ; Scotchmen in parts of Mid- 
dlesex and Monmouth ; Swedes in Salem and Gloucester ; Norwegians 
in Hudson and Bergen ; Welsh in Monmouth, and Irish, and Germans 
in Warren and Sussex. The State, in size, is thirty-fourth in the list of 
thirty-seven States. It stands twentieth in the yearly value of its agri- 
cultural products, and twenty-sixth in the number of persons engaged 
in agricultural pursuits. In mining products it is the eleventh, in man- 
ufactures the seventh, in wealth the eighth, and in population the seven- 
teenth in the Union. As stated in a previous report, the value of its 
farm-lands is greater, by the acre, than those of any other State. The 
mixed industry of the people, together with the nearness of the great 
markets of New York and Philadelphia, cause the products of the soil to 
bring extraordinary retnrus. 

Accompanying the report of the board is an excellent map of the State. 
It is colored geologically, so as to exhibit the location and arrangement 
of the different rocky and earthy formations in the State ; and, since 
the soils have been mainly formed by the crumbling or decay of the rocks 
on which they lie, the map gives a general and distinct idea of the 
several characteristic classes of soil in the State. Some members of all 
the great geological formations are to be found in New Jersey, except 
that which contains coal. The secretary says that the production of 
earth and soil, directly from the rock, can be distinctly seen in many 
localities. Along the line of the New Jersey Central Railroad, from 
Lebanon to Hampton, in Hunterdon County, remarkable examples of 
the change from rock to earth are to be seen. This is also the case be- 
tween Annandale and High Bridge; between Lebanon and Clinton, at 
Chester, and over a large space near New Brunswick. In other locali- 
ties, the northern drift, which has swept over the whole surface, has 
carried much loose material from one formation to another, and has 
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mixed up the different earths so as to almost entirely change their orig- 
inal character. The washing of water, at some early period, has also 
sorted the materials in some places, leaving the gravel by itself, the sand 
in banks or beds by itself, and the clay, or finest part, in still another 
place. Speaking of the usual expressions to indicate the character of 
different soils, the secretary says : 

Tbn old method of classifyinf: soils, as sandy, loamy, or clayey, is only a statement of 
tbeir mechanical condition. In the northern part of the State they are so much stiffer and 
heavier than in the southern part, that what in the former would be called a sandy soil would 
he called a clayey soil in the latter ; and so groat is the change made by drainage and tb^ 
removal of water, that ground which, before it was drained, was thought to he clayey, has 
proved alter drainage to be a light loam in all sections of the State. These old terms will, 
no doubt, always be used to express the condition of land as to dryness and moisture and 
perhaps as to fineness, but they give no indication of the quality of the soil or its fertility. 

Prof. Cook is of the opinion that, with our present knowledge, 
analyses of soils can be of no practical value in instructing the farmer 
as to the wants of his land and the speediest way of restoring its fer- 
tility. It is almost impossible to judge from the analysis of a single 
soil what its deficiencies are, or what fertilizer it needs to make it pro- 
ductive. So many circumstances affect it besides its chemical compo- 
sition, that a knowledge of that alone will be of little avail. The par- 
ticles of soil must bo fine and loose. There must be an open and well- 
drained sub-soil. There must be at least a moderate supply of vegeta- 
ble matter in the soil. There must be a sufficient amount and not too 
much moisture at all times. Wanting any of these conditions, and there 
can be no satisfactory crop, however rich the soil may be, and yet none 
of these singly can be taken as a basis for a system of agriculture. 
They are all necessary adjuncts, but do not occupy so important a place 
as do the elements of the soil themselves. 

Prof. J. 0. Smock contributes a paper on the cultivation of the lo- 
cust-tree for timber. He states that there are two varieties of this tree 
in New Jersey and on Long Island — ^the white and the yellow locust, 
so called from the color of the heart- wood. The yellow variety pro- 
duces the most durable woo<l, and for that reason is regarded as the 
most valuable for timber. The cultivation of the tree is most pro6table 
upon rich and loamy soils, or at least upon soils underlaid by a good 
subsoil. On such lands it grows very rapidly, and is less liable to 
attacks from the borer. Its rapid growth is especially noticeable in the 
greensand districts of the State. The red -sand bed of the same geo- 
logical formation also appears favorable to its growth. Under favorable 
conditions thirty years will produce trees 50 feet high, having a trunk 
from 18 to 20 inches in diameter. Upon rich bottoms, where the trees 
grow rapidly, they may be cut when thirty years old, although they will 
continue vigorous until forty and even sixty years old. The yield of 
wood, however, is greater when the cuttings are at intervals of thirty or 
forty years than from longer growth. 

The cultivation of the locust in New Jersey has been limited to the 
central and southern portions of the State. The largest and most 
thrifty groves are to be seen in Monmouth County, in the townships of 
Holmdel, Atlantic, Marlborough, and Freehold. One of the largest 
and oldest of these is on the farm of Mr. W. H. Hendrickson, near 
Middletown, in that county. It occupies the site of a native forest, 
the trees of the latter having been thinned out so as to allow the growth 
of the locust-sprouts set out among the younger trees of the woods. 
Growing up with these the locusts branched but little, and the stems 
are very straight and tall. On the same farm there are about twenty 
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acres exclasively ia locust timber, about twenty-five years old, where 
tilled ground was set with the sprouts from the older wood. These 
trees are about 10 feet apart and from 40 to 60 feet high, measuring 
about 8 inches across at the ground. Near the Mansion House there 
are two trees sixty-seven years old, whose greatest diameter is 2^ feet 
Other large and thrifty groves are to be found on the farms of Mr. 
Lafayette Sobanck and Mr. Isaac G. Smock, in Atlantic Township. On 
the farm of Mr. J. F. T. Forman, near Freehold, there are two hundred 
trees, grown from seed planted in 1835 and set along the road at intervals 
of 4 feet, which will average 6 feet in circumference, measured near the 
ground. Some of them are estimated as large enough to cut thirty 
posts each. 

The greatest use of wood from these trees is for fencing-material, either 
as posts or stakes. Cuts for posts vary from 7i to 7i feet in length, 
and are at least 6 inches in breadth. They should be two inches thick 
at the top, and from 2 to 3 inches at the bottom. To furnish such a cut 
the log must be 6 inches across. A large tree will allow from four to 
six cuts, and of these the first may be large enough to make seven or 
eight posts; in all at least twenty posts. Holed posts are valued at from 
50 to 75 cents apiece, garden-fence posts 25 cents each, fencing stakes 
at 5 cents apiece. From these figures Professor Smock estimates the 
.profits of an acre of locust timber as follows: 

Assuming^ that there are five hundred trees on an acre, (and this is not a high estimate,) 
and that these are large enough to make twelve posts each, worth 50 cents apicKse, the ag- 
gregate amounts to $3,000. A grove of quite large and thrifty trees, thirty-six to thirty- 
eight years old, but not so close as the above, on the farm of Daniel Coon, near Holmdel, 
cut off two years ago, averaired sixteen hundred fence-posts to the acre, which sold at 75 
cents each, making $1,200. Instances are known where six hundred fence-posts have been 
cut from an eighth of an acre, which is equivalent to four thousand eight hundred, or $2,400 
per acre. These figares are based upon a growth of thirty years. Gross returns at the rate 
of $2,000 per acre are not uncommon in Monmouth County. From this must be deducted 
the cost 01 planting and the expenses of cutting and preparing the timber for market. These 
items of expense are in part paid by the smaller posts, stakes, and fire-wood, and sometimes 
by the pasturage afforded during the later years of growth. 

Thus far the locust has been considered as valuable for fencing timber, but the same ad- 
mirable qualities which fit it for this purpose render it equally deairable to ship-builders and 
to all needing a strong and durable wood. Its high price has prevented a more extensive 
use. In durability it is almost unsurpassed, lasting in the form of fence-posts a generation 
at least. It is also the strongest of all our woods, equaled only by some of the more val- 
uable foreign woods, as lance-wood and the mahogany. With the strain or tension in the 
direction of its fibers, it will hold nearly double the weight supported by the chestuut. and 
50 per cent, more than the oak. Tried transverselv or across the fiber, its resistance is 
greater than any of our native woods, being to that of the oak as 100 to 75. The locust is 
also more elastic than the oak. On account of its density and durability, the locust would 
make the best of railroad-ties, lasting three times as long as the chestnut or oak, now so gen- 
erally used. At present the price is too high for such uses, but it is to be hoped that the ex 
tension of our locust-area will soon meet toe large demand of our railroad companies, now 
80 rapidly devouring our native forests. The combined qualities make it our most valuable 
timber, and one that ou^ht to be used in many places where we now employ oak, chestnut, 
hickory, and other inferior sorts. 

ProfessorOook gives the following directions for planting and propa- 
gating the locust as a forest tree : 

The propagation of the locust mav be by planting the seeds or by transplanting the sproots 
or suckers, which are always to be had near old or large trees. If the seeds are to be used, 
it is advisable to soak them in hot water before planting, as this hastens the sprouting. 
Thus prepared, thev may be sowed early in the spring, in driUs three feet apart, allowing 4 or 
5 inches between the seedlings. During the first season these will attain a height of from 6 
to 15 inches. They may be transplanted the second summer to their permanent location. 
Sometimes the seeds are sown on the ground where they are to remain, thus avoiding trans- 
planting. The plants from the seed do not grew so rapidly or vigorously as the sprouts 
from the stumps of a previous generation, and the abundance of such sprouts generally suf- 
fices for the demand without planting the seed. It is advisable to plant close» as a thick 
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l^owtb famishes a taller trauk, and the borer is not so [destmctive in a nursery or (r^'ove as 
m the case of trees standing alone, sunliffbt appearinj^ to favor the depredations of this in- 
sect. If too close, however, some will die, and so create nneqnal ffaps ; or, if living:, the 
trees are apt to grow too spindling and are easily brolcen down by tne wind. Intervals of 
from 6 to 10 feet between the trees appear to be the best. The spronts should not be set out 
in woods or in newly-cleared grounds where other native and more hardy trees are to grow 
with them, as some of these soon ontstrip and shade them, unless great care be taken to 
thin out and keep down the more rapidly-growing forest-trees. 

A GOinmittee appoiuted to investigate and report upon the intro- 
duction of pleuro-pneumonia among the cattle of the State, and to devise 
means forthe extirpation of the disease, if possible, find that it was intro- 
duced into this country in 1850, when a cow was bronght over from Eng- 
land as a ship's cow, and sold to a German, near South Ferry, Brooklyn. 

This cow was transferred to a herd in Skillman street, in that city, 
where it shortly after died of pleuro-pnetimonia, imparting the disease 
to the whole herd. The contagion at once spread through the herds •f 
Brooklyn, Long Island, Westchester County, and some herds in New 
Jersey. With brief intermissions, the disease has since prevailed in 
various sections of the State, occasioning an annual loss of many hun- 
dreds of valuable cattle. The committee regard the disease as highly 
contagious, and suggest means for preventing its spread beyond in- 
fected herds. 

They give the following diagnosis of the disease : 

The first symptoms of pleuro-pneumonia seldom attract much attention, and the disease 
commonly steals on without manifesting any great violence ; the animal appears dejected, 
and, when in the field, separates itself from its fellows, often getting behind a wall, hedge, 
or other shelter to keep out of the wind. As the disease progresses, ft becomes uneasy, loses 
its appetite, and stops chewing the cud ; the eyes appear dull, the head Is lowered, the noee 
stuck forward, the nostrils expanded, and the horns and 'skin are warmer than common. 
With failure of the appetite, tnirst may continue and increase. In cows, the milk falls off, 
either gradually or altogether. It is seldom that the first progress of the disease attracts 
much notice until the animal stops eating. Coufl^h, although frequently accompanying the 
disease, is by no means a constant symptom. When, however, the pleura or lining mem- 
brane of the windpipe or the bronchial tubes become inflamed, loud and harsh coughing is 
a never-failing symptom. Pressure between the ribs and along the spine causes the animal 
to wince. The breath grows warmer and often fetid, the danger rapidly increasing, of 
course. The animal will often press her muzzle very hard against the partition, as if for 
support, will breathe with grcwit difficulty, and soon dies. The progressive symptom varies 
greatly, however, in different animals, but the cough is the key-note of the disease, and ap- 
]>ear8 in all. There cau be no longer room to doubt that the disease is contagious or infec- 
tious. It seems to be communicated by animal poison in the air, proceeding from the lungs 
and breath or respiratorpr surfaces of a diseased animal, and any animal of Uie same species, 
coming in contact or within the influence of this vitiated air, is very liable to be infected. 

An association composed of those interested in the growing of cran- 
berries was organized at Trenton, April 25, 1873. Eev. J. H. Brakeley, of 
Bordentown, was elected president, and Mr. James A. Feuwick, and Dr. 
E. S. Merriam, vice-presidents, with Mr. W. 8. Johnson, as secretary. 
These officers, with the addition of Mr. E. W. Crane, constitute the 
executive committee of the association. An additional secretary was 
also appointed for each coant}' interested in the growing of cranberries. 
It was provided that the annual meeting of the society should be held 
at Trenton on the third Tnesday in January, and an annual convention 
ou the first Tuesday in September, at some place previously designated. 
The beneficial effects of this association are already being felt. Three 
well-attended meetings have been held, at which scientific and practical 
papers on the culture of this fruit were read, which were followed by 
discussions of great interest to the cranberry-growers of the State. 

The following detailed account of the organization, work, and aims oi 
the association is furnished by Mr. E. W. Crane, of Essex County : 

There had been, previous to the meeting at Pemberton, two organizations, called respect- 
ively the New Jersey Cranberry-Grower's Association and the Cranberry Union. The ob- 
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lects of both being similar, they were consolidated under the name of the former, '* Kew 
Jersey Cranberry-Growers* Association." 

We have succeeded beyond our anticipations. The reform ia paeka|CO> was much needed, 
for cranberry boxes and barrels were very much like peach-baskets and pieces of chalk, 
extremely variable in siie. The standards adopted are, a barrel of three bushels, a crate 
of one bushel ; also a smaller crate of one peck. All of them, when properly filled, hold the 
quantities named, rounded measure, the *' round ** consisting of tnree and a half quarts 
more per bushel than ** struck** measure. The barrel is the same as that adopted as a 
standard by the Cape Cod Cranberrv-Growers* Association, which secures uniformity where 
thev come in competidon. It is made of 28i-ineh staves, so iointed as to give a bilgpe of 7^ 
inches, head J6f mches diameter, and so set in staves as to leave the inside measurement 
24f inches ; and the finished barrels are about 2d inches in height. The one-bushel oratee 
must measure inside, exclusive of middle partition, 8| inches, by 12 by 22 inches, equal to 
2,211 cubic inches. The one-peck crates must measure inside 4 inches by 8| inches by 11 
inches, equal to 552f cubic inches. 

These packages are all made by manufacturers, who applv to the standard-measure com- 
mittee for the official brand of the association, are furnisnea the necessary directions, and 
a^pbe to brand or stamp only standard sizes, holding them at all times subject to the inspec- 
tion of the committee, who are charged with expoemg all cases of fraud brought to tneir 
notice, both through the press and by circulars sent to parties interested. 

The sizes have been sent to both growers and dealers, so that all may know them, and 
fraudulent sizes, if any are made, can at once be traced to the maker bv the simple arrange- 
ment of having the initials of each manufacturer on his own brand, and there are no regular 
brands without these iudividual initials cast with the others, as it consists ot those of the 
association with those of the manufacturer underneath, in smaller letters, and between two 
arrow-heads, thus : 

5 N. J. C. G. A. ? D. T. 8TANIP0RD, New Egypt 

) -»- A. V. -•■ 5 £. W. Ckanb, Caldwell. 

Hon. W. S. Johnson, Trenton. 

The initials on the left are those of the association and the manafiic- 
turer, and the names on the right are the names of the gentlemen com- 
posing the standard-measure committee. These brands are furnished 
only by the committee, and a record of them is kept and published. 

OHIO. 

The twenty-fourth annual report of the Ohio State Board of Agricol- 
ture for the year 1872 is a finely-printed and elegantly-bound volume, of 
about seven hundred pages. It was compiled and printed under the 
direct supervision of Mr. John H. Klippart, secretary to the board, who 
also contributes several valuable papers, which add additional interest 
to the work. The volume is a valuable contribution to the agricultural 
literature of the year, and does great credit to the society from which it 
emanated. It contains the pro^edings of the board and the basiness 
transactions of the society for the year; the list of premiums offered 
and awarded at the twenty-third annual fair; the proceedings of the 
twenty-eighth annual convention of the society, held at Columbus ou 
Wednesday, January 8, 1872 ; abstracts of reports from a large number 
of district and county societies ; an essay on the subject of ^^ Fish-cul- 
ture," from the pen of Mr. John H. Klippart : also essays on the follow- 
ing-named subjects : '' The potato-disease," oy Worthington 6. Smith ; 
^^The potato blight and rot," by Thomas Taylor; ^^ Blight of the grape," 
by J. Brainard ; ^^ Plans and specifications for arrangement of home 
grounds," by F. E. Elliott; *' History of the Percheron horse," by John 
H. Klippart. In addition to these articles the report contains the pro- 
ceedings of the !N'ational Short-horn-Breeders' Convention, held at 
Indianapolis, Ind., during the latter part of November, 1872 ; the report 
of the secretary of the Ohio State Horticultural Society for the year 
1872-73, and a number of selected articles of great interest. 

At the annual convention of the society, which assembled at Columbns 
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on the 8th of January, the following-named subjects were ably discussed 
by the delegates in attendance : 

1. Organiistion and management of agricaltaral associationa. 

2. Difltribationofforest-timbera. 

3 Neoeetitv of ]og;iBlat!on with a riew to floenre more equitable cbargee for the transpor- 
tation of prodncta on railways. 

4. That organisations promotive of the agricultural interests shall be recognized in the 
State constitntion to be made in 1873. 

5. Legislation for the protection of farmers and their property from trespass by hunters 
and their dogs. 

Dr. J. A. Warder, on opening the discussion on the subject of the 
distribution of forest-timbers, said : 

I hold that forest-trees shculd be planted generally. They should be generally distrib- 
uted all over the State. There should be some timber-lot on every farm. Forest-trees 
should be planted especially upon waste and hill lands, and also in open countries, so as to 
serve as wind-breaks on the exposed sides of the cultivated lands. Why so ? you may 
ask. First, they should be planted upon every farm, for the convenience of the farmer 
and for his domestic uses in a thousand ways. Secondly, they should be planted on every 
farm for the protection of the farmer, his cattle and bis crops against the effects of sweeping 
winds. Thirdly, they should be planted upon every farm for the sake of their valuable in- 
fluence in equalising the temperature and dryness of the atmosphere. Fourthly, they should 
be planted on almost every farm—aertainly on every farm in the part of the State which I 
represent, where the greund is more or less broken — for their influence in preventing the 
washing away of the surfiu^e of our soils. This applies to broken or hilly lands ; also on 
the margins of streams. Lastly, particularly where the soil is thin, it should never have 
been cleared ; and, if cleared, should at once be replanted in forest-trees. In doing this, we 
may find it evidently an advantage to replant witn better and more profitable or more val- 
uable kinds than those which come to us irom the band of nature. 

In order to bring the subject properly before the convention, Dr. 
Warder then submitted a series of resolutions, which, after some debate, 
and the adoption of one or two unimportant amendments, were adopted 
as follows : 

Resoived, 1. That we uiige our brother farmers and land-owners in all parts of the country 
to plant their hill-sides, ravines, and broken or rocky grounds with forest-trees. 

2. That we believe that at least one-tenth of each farm should be planted with groves 
and shelter-belts of timber- trees, deciduous and evergreen. 

3. That agricuHural societies be urged to offer suitable premiums for the encouragement 
of tree-planting and nurseries of trees. 

4. That the State legislature be requested to encourage the planting of artificial forests 
and setting trees along the sides of all highways and railroads, and also that thev be urged 
to pass more stringent laws for the protection of forests from destruction and damage by 
fires, especially those caused by wantonness, and by locomotives. 

5. That we respectfully ask the statesmen of our land in Congress assembled to foster 
and encourage the enterprise of private citizens who ma;^ give assuraive of ^eir ability to 
demonstrate the important problem of planting artificial forests on the great western plains, 
and that a sufficient grant of land be made to them for this purpose. 

6. That we ask the Cong^ss of the United States to require, so far as is practicable, 
that railroad companies and settlers receiving the*benefit of the homestead ana other acts 
donating lands, shall plant a doe proportion of such lands with useful timber-trees. 

7. That we urge the institutions of learning established under the agricnltural-coUege 
land-grant act to give special attention to the cultivation of trees in illustration of their 
teaching of forest^. 

S. That we ask the railroad companies, whose necessities have led to the destruction ot 
so large an area of our native forests, to co-operate with us in restoring the timber-growth, 
and that thev shall provide for the planting of such lands as may be at their disposal and 
adapted to tne mwth of forest*trees. And further, that we urge them so to modify the 
construction of their locomotives as to avoid the wide*spread conflagrations for which they 
are responsible. 

Mr. S. D. Harris, of Cleveland, read a paper on the organization and 
management of agricultural associations. After alluding to the annual 
exhibitions of these associations, aud their liability to failure on account 
of bad weather and other unfavorable circumstances aud unforeseen dif- 
ficulties, he says : 

There has been inaugurated within a tew years a system of more permanent expositions, 
covering a much longer space of time, and, by the use of extensive and subf* — ^'"^ ^--'^ 
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ings, secariDff the ffoods on exhibition from all stress of foul weather and the visitors* incon- 
venience by both foul weather and an uncomfortable press of people at any one time. Of 
course this exposition svstem is only applicable to large citieSi bat where it can be put into 
operation it has so mucn to commend it, and, with so few of the natural drawbacks always 
attendant upon these occasions, that I feel constrained to urge it upon the attention of all 
whom it may concern. The grand expositions at Cincinnati, the last two seasons, have ex- 
ceeded iu extent, variety, and excellence, any similar fair of the American Institute 
in Now York, while the like expositions, held last season in Louisville and Memphis, 
are worthy of all commendation. * * • ]d the matter of comfort, satisfaction, conven- 
ience, aud economy, the permanent-exposition system has every advantage over the four- day 
out-door system. In the four-day system we have really but two show-days ; then come the 
hunry and scurry, the haste and waste of going to the fair. Railroad trains are overloaded, 
off time, wrecked, people killed ; the articles for exhibition are only fairly in place before the 
time for their removal. People are excited, and in the throng of the occasion do not see half 
there is to be seen, or see well what they do see. Hotels are overcrowded, and discomfort 
and extortion are the consequence. People are in a stew from the time they leave home till 
they get back, and protest they will never go to such a place again. 

Now, the fault is in the system, and not in the thing itself. Under the more permanent 
exposition system, the articles are in place when the show opens, advantageously arranged 
for inspection, and secure from the ravages of the storm and the gentle violence of the sun. 
Visitors can club together by -neighborhoods, for company's sake, aud choose any day in the 
range of four or five weeks, when it will suit their convenience to attend ; they get excursion 
rates on the railroads, and are not obliged to pay extortionate prices for the privilege of dis- 
comfort at hotels *, they see everything at their leisure and at best advantage ; they go home 
satisfied, and.say they will go again next year. 

In the course of a paper on the subject of transportation, and in sup- 
port of the proposition that excessive rates of transportation greatly im- 
pair the value of the articles produced in the hands of the producer, 
Mr. J. M. Millikin said : 

There can be no controversy about the fact that excessive charges for the transportation 
of the productions of the farmer greatly impair the value of the articles produced in the 
hands of the producer. As a consequence, the aggregate amount of production will become 
ffreatly reduced, and will neither keep pace with our rapidly increasmg population nor the 
aaily enlarged capabilities of our farming population. These positions seem to me to be abun • 
dantly sustained by reference to our aggregate productions in the two years of I860 and 1870. 
I have already givenryou the facts in reference to a certain class of our productions for the year 
1870, and I now propose to compare them with the same products' for 1860 : 

Head. 

We had of cattle, sheep, and swine, in 1860 81,600,000 

We had, as before stated, of same animals in 1870 78,000,000 

Amount of decrease in ten years 3,600,000 

Bushels. 

We produced of wheat, com, rye, and buckwheat, in 1860 1 , 050, 468, 000 

We produced of the same in 1870 1,075,489,000 

Excess of production of 1870 over 1860, say 25,000.000 

The fHlling oif of domestic animals in the ten years was 3, 600, 000 head, a decrease of 4^ 
per cent. The increase of grain in ten years was 25,000,000 bushels, an increase of 2^ per 
cent The per cent, of decrease in stock within the decade is much greater than the increase 
in graiu. It' a comparison of values should be made, it would be fouud that the diflference 
would be in favor of 1860, and.that the aggregate of domestic animals and flprain in 1H60 ex- 
ceeded the aggregate in 1870 ; iti other words, our products have aotoally decreased during 
the last ten years. 

And now, what of our population f It has increased from 31 ,443,000 to 38,553.000, being 
a clear increase of 7,110,000, or 22 per cent. May I not ask why is it that while our popu- 
liation, under so man^ exceedingly depressing and adverse circumstances, during ten sad 
and perilous years of our existence, has increased more than seven. millions, that in the 
same time our agricultural products have not increased in (quantity nor advanced in price ? 
With more than an average foreign demand for our productions for the last six years, and a 
continually growing disproportion between our supply and the number of our consumers, 
why is it that the value of provisions is less in value even to*day than in 1860 f Why is it 
that the average price of mess pork, in the city of Cincinnati, for six consecutive years from 
18r)5, was over $i7 per barrel, while to-day it is worth only |12 per barrel f In J 860, and 
iu the live previous years, we bad from seven to nine millions less of population than we 
have now, and we had over 9,t00,000 head of cattle and hogs more than in 1870 ; and yet 
the prices for pork was 40 per cent, higher than at this time. . ^^^ i ^ 
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Mr. John flussey read a very iDterestiiig paper on the subject of for- 
est-distribntioD. In the coarse of his essay he alhided to the prevalent 
idea that it takes so long to reproduce our best timber-trees that many 
are deterred from plantiug them. It maybe true that the man who 
plants an oak or a walnut will not live to see it become a very large 
tree; but the very fact that two or three centuries have passed since a 
tree began its career of growth ought to be a sufficient reason why a 
man should hesitate to destroy its life without sufficient cause. There 
are comparatively but few trees standing which had commenced to grow 
when the continent was discovered in 1492. The greater part of the 
trees in our forests are less than three hundred years old. It takes 
abont two and a half centuries for the best hard-wood trees to reach a 
diameter of 30 inches, allowing variations for species, soil, and locality. 
It is probable that a plantation of oak or walnut, ash or chestnut, well 
cared for and kept properly thinned out, would reach nearly this sis^ 
in two hundred years. But they are valuable for mauy uses at all 
stages of growth. A plantation of white-oak or hickory, chestnut, 
waluut, or black-locust will always furnish sticks of value for countless 
uses from the third or fourth year of its existence. The necessary thin- 
ning out will be a source of profit in the way of hoop-poles and vine- 
stakes which always have a constant market. 

Mr. John H. Klippart contributes a paper containing a vast amount 
of statistical informajtion relating to the subject of the fish-trade and 
the progress of "fish-culture'' in Ohio. He states that every county in 
the State, without a single exception, has a sufficient amount of water 
in the streams within her territory to grow all the fishes required for 
food by the people of the county. A summary of the area drained by 
the several streams of the State is given as follows : 

I. The Mahoning and its tributaries drwn an area of fully two thousand square miles in 
Ohio ; 

II. The Manmee and its tributaries drain a territory of fully five thousand square miles 
in Ohio, besides many square miles in Michigan and Indiana ; 

III. The two Miamis and their tributaries drain a hydrographic basin whose area is at 
least six thousand square miles ; 

IV. The Scioto and tributaries drain fully five thousand five hundred square miles ; 

V. The Hocking and branches drain one thousand five hundred square miles ; and, 
lastly— 

VI. The Muskingum and its many tributaries, spread over nearly one-fourth of the 
State, drain an area of eight thousand five hundred miles. 

In addition to the large area drained by streams, there are a number 
of reservoirs in the State, which were constructed to insure a supply of 
water for canals, and which are fed by springs, rivulets, or small streams. 
These reservoirs being located on the water-summit in their respective 
regions, the water besides being ample in quantity, is necessarily good 
and pure, because the springs or sources of supply are in no case at any 
considerable distance from them, and hence do not bring down from 
greater elevations foreign or injurious matter to impregnate the water. 
The areas of these reservoirs are given as follows, in round numbers : 

Mercer County, (15,742 actual) 16,000 

Lewistown 8,000 

Licking, (3,900 actual) 4,000 

Loraine i?,500 

Paulding County ^ 2,500 

Akron summit, with Rex Lakes, Long Lake and the other smaller ones 2, 000 

Total number of acres 35,000 

This is an area of nearly fifty -five square miles. The writer states that 
the character and quality of the water in any one of these,reser^'oi^ 
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differ from all the others in a greater or lesser degree. -^Tbe Sammit 
Ooanty, Bex, and Iiong Lakes are colder, clearer, and more peaty than 
the others; the Licking County reservoir is fed by springs in the Car- 
boniferous series, and iH therefore softer water than those in the western 
portion of the State ; the Loraine, Mercer, and Paulding reservoirs are 
in limestone regions, and the water there nolds lime and other minerals 
in solution to a greater extent than that in the other reservoirs. With 
this variety in the quality and characteristics of these waters, it is not 
unreasonable to infer that there may be grown or cultivated in them a 
great variety of native or indigenous Ashes, together with new and de- 
sirable varieties from other States and countries. 

These reservoirsf Mr. Klippart states, can be made to yield a net rev- 
enue of $10 per acre, or an annual revenue of '$350,000 per annum to the 
State. He gives the average annual consumption of fresh fish by the 
people of Ohio at 8,514,000 pounds, costing, at 5 cents per pound, the 
sum of $425,700. Add to this the fish-guano and fish-oil, the dried 
sturgeon and sturgeons' eggs manufactured into ^^ cavaire," and it will 
probably exceed an annual aggregate expenditure of half a million of 
dollars. He says : 

Tlie market-master of Colambns has kindlj furnished me with the statistics of the fish 
market of this city, from which it appears that :$75 tons of fresh fish are annnallj consamed 
in Columbus. Less reliable data indicates that Cincinnati consumes 3,750 tons, CieTslaDd 
1,^50, Dayton and Toledo each 400 tons, Sandusky 200, Sprini^eld 175, Zanesvilie 150 
tons. From this data, I estimate the consumption of fresli fish in Ohio at an agi^regate of 
16,663 tons annually. To supply this demand Ohio has drawn on the waters of otner States, 
the supply in our own being inadequate to the demand. The State haTinif control of the 
waters within her own boundaries, and as these waters are most admirably adapted to fish- 
culture, there appears to me no good reason why the State should not adopt measures to in- 
sure an adequate supply of fish in our own waters. The fish when in first hands are worth 
about 5 cents per pound ; the aggregate amount consumed in the State will therefore, at 
this rate, be worth |1,666,250. If the State realized a royalty of $5 per ton only, it would 
amount to |83,350. 

The writer gives the following list of fishes, which if not indigenous, 
may be profitably raised in the lakes, reservoirs, and rivers of the 
State : 

Perchfamily. — Yellow perch, pickerel of the lakes, sunfish, rock-bass, grass-bass, black- 
bass of the lake and black-bass of the Ohio River, (two distinct fish, though bearing the 
same name,} dwarf bass. 

Hog'fish familff, — ^White perch of the Ohio River, sheeps-head of the lake, hog-fish, 
blenuy-iike hog-fish, yariegated hog-fish. 

Carpfamilff. — Carp of the Ohio, mul.et of the lake, Missouri sucker, white sucker, red- 
horse Hucker, Buffalo sucker, brook sucker, spotted sucker, mud sucker, white sucker, 
black sucker, rough-nosed dace, stone-roller, silver shiner, large shiner, red-bellied shiner, 
red-bellied shiner of the lake, white and yellow winged shiner, horned-chub, red-sided chub, 
gold shiner, flat shiner, chub-nosed shiner, flat-beaded chub, mud minnow. 

PikefamUg. — Muskallonge pike, black pike. 

Catjith /amt/jf.— Blue catfish, yellow catfish, channel catfish, mud catfish, bullhead, yel- 
low back tail. 

Salmon familff, — ^Mackinaw trout, speckled or brook trout, shad of the lake, white-fish. 

8Aa<//amt2y.->Gold shad, hickory shad,* larger herring, lesser herring, moon-eyed ber^ 
ring, dog-fish, duck-bill gar, alligator gar, common gar. 

In addition to these we have several 8i)ecies of eels, sturgeon, and other fishes, which 
have not yet fallen under the notice of the naturalist so as to be properly classified. 
Out of this list of nearly seventy-five species, according to Professor Kirtland's cata- 
logue, made nearly forty years ago, there certotnly must be at least half a dosen 
species which are as much worthy our care and attention, and whose culture is 
certainly as profitable as some branches of farming in which millions of capital are 
invested. For the lake the propagation of white fish, Mackinaw trout, and the lake 
perch perhaps would pay the best. In the reservoirs and rivers the perch family would in 
all probability be the most advisable and profitable. It is possible that some species now 
unknown in our waters, more desirable than any of those enumerated above, may suceess- 
fully be introduced and cultivated with profit. 
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Mr. B3ippArt also contributes a paper on the subject of the origin of 
the " Percheron horse." He states that Perche, the locality in which 
this race of horses originated, is comprised in the former Orleanais, and 
is located in the center of four departments, which concurred in the 
formation of the circonscription of the depot at Bonneval. The territory 
was taken as follows : from L'Orne, thearondissement of Montague, and 
a part of Alencon ; from Eure-et- Loire, the arondissement of !N"orgent- 
la-Ratron ; ana a fraction of those of Chartres, Dreux, and Chateandun ; 
from Sarthe, a large portion of the arondissements of the Momers and of 
St. Calais ; from Loire and Cher, finally an important fraction of the 
arondissement of Vendome. Perche is therefore in Normandy, Beance, 
Maine, and Vendome. This area forms an ellipse of one hundred kilo- 
meters in length, and about eighty in breadth, bounded on the north by 
Normandy, on the west by Normandy and Maine, on the east by the 
Chartrain country and that other portion of Beance called the Danois, 
and on the south by Orleans proper. After stating that the Percheron 
horse is of recent origin or formation, Mr. Klippart says : 

It is, in overj sense of the word, an artificial or fictictious product, and is not a type, as 
has so frequently been asserted by writers and repeated by others. It is no long^er a pure 
race, as has often been stated, because it has neither antiquity nor homogeneity. During 
the past fifty years it has received many very important modifications, due to the mixtures 
or crosses with veir different varieties ; ana there are great changes being produced on it 
at this moment. The most complete, and at the same time the most precise, definition 
which has been given it is this one : The percheron is a gray horse. In fact, everywhere in 
Perche every gray horse is called a Percheron. Every year, thousands of fillies are brought 
there from Bretagne, a very great number, undoubtedly, the offspring of Boulonnais ; from 
Flanders and from Picardy, where three very distinct varieties of heav^ and powerful draught 
horses are bred and reared. Then there are the offspring of mares in the country, the pro- 
geny, as already stated, of very diverse stallions. From such a diversity and disparity of 
elements no pure race can be produced which shall be homogeneous in appearance and 
transmit its qualities with certainty to its offspring. In a word, these cross or diverse bred 
horses have the power or faculty of constancy in reproduction in so very slight a degree, 
that nowhere do we find the form and exterior characters corresponding with the reputed 
aptitudes and specific qualities any more than if an attempt had been made to produce them 
anywhere or everywhere in any part of France or elsewhere, with any stram or race of 
horses. 

Mr. Klippart then gives the following description of the Perche 
horse : 

The small or light Percheron, such as. is employed in the post-chaise or diligence, is a 
horse of from 14 hands 3^ inches to 15 hands 3 inches high, and is a little high in the thighs. 
Viewed in front, the. head is sufficiently square and well turned. When examined in profile, 
it appears rather long, narrow, and flat. The eye is small, inserted under a large arch. 
The ear is small, tapering, and almost always has the appearance of carelessness in its posi- 
tion. The neck is short, straight, slender. The protuberance of the withers generally suf- 
ficiently developed to be perceptible. The shoulder, notwithstanding its strength, is straight 
and short, yet is rather flat. At birth the forearm is weak. The loin is large and well sup- 
ported, indicating great power. The croup is heavy — sometimes a shade higher than the 
withers ; at other times it falls below the withers, and in such case the tail seems to be badly 
set. The buttocks are muscular, but do not descend sufficiently low down. The thigh, on 
the contrary, is rather long and slender. The limbs are bony, but rather short-jointed. The 
hoof is always good. The body is ordinarily well made, and of as round a form as those of 
the '.choicest races. Nevertheless, the chest does not present a desirable amplitude ; it does 
not present the full dimensions which render the Norfolk trotters so powe/ful, and which, 
by the way, very strongly resemble the Percheron both in structure and aptitude. 

RHODE ISLAND. 

The transactions of the Bhode Island Society for the Eucoaragement 
of Domestic Industry for the year 1873 are contained in a pamphlet of 
about two hundred pages. The work contains the list of premiums of- 
fered and awarded at the annual exhibition of the association for the 
above year, the names of the officers of the society from its organization 
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ap to the present time, and necrological notices of many members who 
died during the year. The secretary gives the names of the decedents 
in the order of their decease as follows: Thomas F. Hoppin, Henry D. 
Browne, Stephen Crary, Thomas E. Steeve, Benjamin F. Hopkins, Will- 
iam E. Bichmond, Bichard James Arnold, James T. Bhodes, Edward S. 
Wilkinson, William H. Gardiner, Dennis Sawyer, Joseph Spink, Moses 
Smith, Warren Cook, Jeremiah G. Ohadsey, Elisha W. Baker, Joseph 
Mauran, John J. Kilton, Samuel B. Gushing, Sachet Mauran, Edmund 
Bagley, William E. Hamlin, Henry J. Angell, Owen Mason, Almoran 
Harris, Thomas B. Allin, Palmer Dorrauce, and William S. Patten. The 
society still numbers about thirteen hundred members. 

The annual exhibition ot the association for this year was held at Nar- 
ragansett Park, and was very successful in every respect The receipts 
of the fair amounted to $10,448, and the expenditures to $10,129.54, 
leaving a balance in hands of the treasurer of $318.46. The exhibition 
of stock was larger, and the quality much superior to that shown at 
previous fairs. Other departments of the exhibition showed an in- 
creased interest on the part of exhibitors, and the opinion seemed gen- 
eral that these fairs should become more certain and permanent in their 
character. 

The secretary, in his general report to the society, makes the follow- 
ing allusion to the non-appearance of the annual report of this Depart- 
ment for the year 1872 : 

Great disappoiDtoieiit is manifested by mainr of the members of the society and others in 
not being able to obtain copies of the report of the Department of Agricnlture for 1 872. The 
abolition of the franking privilege led to the neglect, on the part of Congress, to provide for 
the publication of the usual number of ihese valuable reports, and the application to pur- 
chase copies from the Congressional Printer elicited the response that the edition was ex- 
hausted, and that none could be obtained until Congress had ordered the printing of a new 
edition. The committee recommend that the society, at the annual meeting, pass a resolu- 
tion requesting the senators and representatives in Congress from this State to use their in- 
fluence to procure the printing ana distributing of a lioeral edition ot this valuable docu- 
ment. 

Prefacing the report of Mr. J. H. Barden, one of the fish commissioners 
of the State, iQ a brief history of the progress of fish culture in Khode 
Island. In examining the records of the society, the secretary finds that 
as early as December, 1825, efforts were being made to encourage the 
breeding of fish in fresh- water ponds. About this time the standing com- 
mittee of the society offered premiums for the most successful efforts in 
breeding and fattening fish in fresh-water ponds. From that date up 
to the present time the society seems to have exerted its Influence to en- 
courage the breeding of fish in the waters of Rhode Island. 

The following fact« in regard to the operations of the commissioners 
during the year are gleaned from Mr. Bardeu's report : Black bass have 
been caught in some of the ponds previously stocked by the commis- 
sioners. Some of the ponds have been visited by the commissioners, 
and they are satisfied that their efforts with this variety of fish have 
been very successful. During the year they have stocked ponds in 
Coventry, West Greenwich, Exeter, Hopkinton, North Kingstown, 
South Kingstown, New Shoreham, and the Easton pond in Newport and 
Middletown. Of 100,000 salmon ova received from Maine, 66,000 were 
hatched, and when about eight weeks old 12,500 were placed in 
the Slatersville branch of Blackstone River, 16,000 in the North 
branch of the Pawtuxet, and 10,000 in the South branch of that river. 
Twenty-seven thousand five hundred were placed in the Pawcatack and 
Wood Rivers, at several different points, with a loss of not over tfanse 
thousand in all. The agent of the commissioners has made arrangements. 
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for secaring two and one-quarter millions of salmon ova for distriba- 
tion. A snpply of young shad-fry was received from the commission- 
ers of Massachusetts and Connecticut, and were all placed in the Black- 
stone, Pawtuxet, and Pawcatnck Eivers without the loss of a single 
fish. Thirty thousand trout ova were received from Mr. Seth Greene's 
establishment in Western New York. Of these the commissioners were 
successful in hatching only six thousand. They were placed in ponds pre- 
pared for them, but by the rising of the water, caused by a heavy shower, 
the screens became filled and the young fry were washed out into the 
river. A fine lot of young fry, of last year's hatching, were lost by the 
drying up of springs which fed the ponds in which the^' were confined. 
To remedy this, and guarantee a full snpply of water in the future, the 
commissioners have turned a stream of unfailing water so that a portion 
of it will run through their ponds at all times. 

WISCONSIN— HORTICULTURAL. 

The volume containing the transactions of the Wisconsin State Horti- 
coltnral Society for the year 1874, is comprised in about two hundred 
closely-printed pages. The public work of the society for the year con- 
sists of the proceedings of the regular annual meeting held at Madison 
on the 3d, 4th, and 5th days of February, 1S74, with its addresses and 
discussions, and an account of the annual exhibition at Milwaukee, iu 
connection with the exhibition of the State Agricultural Society; a meet- 
ing for discussion at that time ; and a small show of fruit at the American 
Pomological Society meeting at Boston, in September, 1873. Notwith- 
standing many unfavorable circumstances, the exhibition of horticultu- 
ral products at Milwaukee was exceedingly creditable to the fruit-growers 
of the State. In quantity there was some falling off in comparison with 
tormer years, and possibly in the general average excellence, and yet 
there were exceedingly fine specimens shown ib every class. 

In his opening address before the society at its meeting at Madison, 
President Stickney alludes to the severity of the past year, and says it 
has resulted in the destruction of all the flue theories of the fruit-growers 
of the State. The fruit-lists were fearfully cut down, and in the future 
the plans of the horticulturist must widely differ from those of the past; 
but into future plans should come no thought of planting a vine or a 
tree less, or of being deprived of one luxury that the orchard or garden 
can produce. He then asks : 

Wherein does the lesson of last winter differ from that of 1856? Then we had been for 
years planting^ anythinf^ and everything that the eastern nurserymen sentns ; and the weed- 
ing out of everything unfit for this climate was thorough and complete. As far as we have 
again planted those tender kinds, this lesson is an exact repetition of the old ; and but for 
the presence of the extra hardy kinds, this would have been just as severe. We see the 
results of that former lesson in our improved Siberians, and our Tetofski, Duchess, Wal- 
bridge, Pewaukee, Haas, and others, which then were scarcely known, or at least not 
appreciated. 

Had oar memories served us better, and our faith in a few delusively mild winters been 
less, last winter's severity would have been harmless. It is true that many of our iron- 
clads and even Siberians were killed, bnt the injury was at the roots, while the tops were 
unharmed, and the causes of this root-killing being largely within our control, it can and 
must be prevented. Knowing that these severe winters must frequently come, and that the 
planting of anything less than iron-clads will only bring loss and disappointment, let us 
search earnestly for every good and hardy kind. Let us put forth new energy in the pro- 
duction of new varieties from seed. Let us, in our discussions, consider all the causes of 
our root-killing, and devise ways and means to prevent it. 

Mr. L. Woodward gives some directions for planting and cultivating 
apple-orchards. He prefers a northern or eastern slope, with gravelly 
loam or limestone soil. The ground should be plowed some 10 or 12 
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inches deep; timothygronnd, well broken and sobsoiled, is the best. 
Trees should be set 20 or 25 feet each way. If planted on timothy-sod, the 
holes should be dug about 20 inches deep and a layer of the sod placed 
in the bottom. The holes should be large enough to take in all the roots 
of the young trees, and they should be set about two inches deeper than 
they grew in the nursery. After cutting off smoothly the mutilated 
roots, use the hand in working in the fine earth around them. Fill np 
and press down with the foot, and mulch with coarse manure. While 
the orchard is young plow the furrows toward the trees, until a ridge of 
six inches or one foot high is raised, which will prevent the roots from 
freezing during severe weather. Plant the orchard to some hoed crop, 
and cultivate from early spring to the middle of July only, as cultiva- 
tion after that time produces too late a growth, leaving the tree in ao 
unripe condition at the setting in of winter. 

Mr. E. n. Benton contributes an article on the same subject, in the 
course of which he says : 

Never sow any jsmall grains in an orchard unless you are sure none will grow within a 
circle of six or eight feet about each tree. Better raise beans, potatoes, or com, until the 
trees come into bearin?, but never fail to throw sufficient earth around each tree to make a 
mound a foot high and three feet broad, the last of November, to be removed when the buds 
begin to burst n spring. An orchard can be raised in grass-land, (clover is least likely to 
do any material damage,) if the whole surface is well mauured each year, but it is recom- 
mended to break it up and raise some hoed crop as often as once in three or four years. The 
natural effects of seeding down an orchard is to check growth and induce fruitfulness, but 
the fruit is not as likely to be so large or as good flavored. The danger incident to cultivat- 
ing an orchard is, to produce too much and too late growth, thereby rendering the trees 
liame to fire-blight and winter-killing, both of tops and roots. 

No amount of foresight or precaution can entirely overcome the climatic difficalties inci- 
dent to fruit- growing in large areas of our Western States. Certain localitiea contigaoas to 
bodies of wat«r and timber will scarcely feel these untoward influences, but to most of ns it 
will be more or less a precarious business even with the hardiest varieties kuo wn. The 
writer had healthy, vigorous trees, in a good location, of the hardiest varieties, killed indis- 
criminately in the winter of 1872-'73. and root-killed at that, and from extensive observation 
the past summer he is certain that had his trees b^n protected by mulching or a mound of 
earth, they would have all lived. Trees of the same variety, age, and only 16 feet from 
them, in clovei-sod, were not killed. 

In the course of an able paper on the subject of grape-culture, Mr. 
K P. Lund gives the following directions for the proper prnuing of 
vines : 

If asked to state, from my own experience, what I consider of the most importance id 
grape -culture I should unhesitatingly reply, stopping and controlling the growth within 
proper limits. This opens the whole subject of pruning, more especially what is so often 
erroneously termed summer pruning. • • * Properly, summer pruning is the re- 
moval of large quantities of superabundant leaves and shoots which have been allowed to 
grow unchecked until the wooa is nearly ripened. Many practice this under the pretense 
of '* letting in the sun and air to the grapes." While grapes will not ripen well, nor vines be 
healthy under a dense mass of matted foliage, this is not an evil to be remedied by the knife. 
Summer pruners should observe that all the finer bunches grow and ripen under the 
shade of the leaves. The sun direct upon the wood or fruit is not necessarv to their per- 
fect ripening ; yet the vine, as a whole, should have the full and free benefit of sun and 
air ; Uien, if proper training has been given, observation will show the leaves adapting 
themselves in such a manner as to shield both wood and fruit 'from the direct rays of 
the sun. • * • 'Yhe process of checking growth should commencu the first 
season of planting by pinching laterals on the first shoot, and should be continued each 
year on every shoot grown. Only a single shoot should be allowed to grow on each plant 
•until the stock is of sufficient size for the bearing-canes to be grown. Laterals should be 
stopped at the first leaf, and as they start again, repeat the process. The entire removal of 
the lateral, as practiced by some, I consider very objectionable ; springing as it does from the 
axil of the leaf and shoot, its removal leaves a wound where there should be none, as, 
close beside it, the dormant bud is perfecting, and nothing should be done that will dis- 
turb its perfect formation ; then, again, the dormant bud may push if the growth be nnk : 
this is not liable to occur where the lateral is pinched to one leaf. 

During the first year, and uutil the vine is in bearing, it is better, for many reasons 
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to allow the main shoot to grow, without checking, until lace in August, when it should 
be stopped ; this insures the full devolopment of the roots ; the perfect ripeniug of shoot 
and buds, and the leaves will drop from ripeness without waiting for frost. When the vine 
is in bearing the shoots should be stopped at from two to four leaves beyond the last cluster, 
according to the vigor of the vine ; some varieties requiring greater length of shoots than 
others, owing to their rampant growth. 

Of the importance of removing tendrils, he says : 

Thne years since, in trying to remove a large tendril which had reached out and was 
clasping a neighboring shoot and its cluster, I naturally found I could not break it. Ap- 
plying the knife and carefully untwining it, the shoot and cluster were saved from being 
strangled. The question at once arose, why pinch the laterals to prevent superfluous 
' growth, and allow this waste of nutrition in the growth of this tough, wire-like tendril, 
which is entirely useless f Acting at once upon the thought, I removed the tendrils from 
my vines, and have since continued to do so, to the evident benefit of fruit and vine. 

Mr. 0. H. Greenman, in the coarse of an article on the subject of in- 
jury to trees and vines in 1872-*73, attributes the great destruction of 
apple-trees to extreme drought followed by intensely and long protracted 
cold weather. He says that the rain-fall during the months of October 
and November, 1872, was far below the average, while early freezing 
in December prevented the absorption of moisture by the soil. The con- 
tinued hard freezing, together with the dry thawsof early spriog, evap- 
orated a large portion of the moisture contained in the soil, leaving the 
ground comparatively dry, and this was especially true on gravelly and 
sandy soils, which produced nearly the same effect as that of freezing 
in the open air. Trees- and vines were injured very little, if any, on 
clay lands, and their escape is due to the retentive nature of the soil, 
which prevented the roots from freezing dry. Exceptions were found 
in either case, and was attributable to hardy roots in the former, and 
tender ones in the latter. In a block of Duchess of Oldenburg trees, a 
portion were killed or materially injured, while others in the same row 
were not hurt by the winter. An investigation showed that the sound 
trees were on their own roots, while the damaged ones were on the 
seedlings, and had not rooted fh>m the scion. Crab-apples, with very 
few exceptions, escaped the injury, no doubt from the reason that they 
were on hardy roots. Hence he attributes the injury mainly to dry 
freezing and tender roots. 

Mr. Oreenman says that his experience has demonstrated that there 
is a great difference in the construction of roots, varying in different 
species. Some are com])osed mostly of alburnum, covered with thin 
bark, while others are mostly bark, with a small amount of alburnum 
or woody fiber. These vines were injured in their roots in proportion 
to the amount of alburnum contained in their construction. ^ Those with 
thick bark are the most easily injured by freezing, as well as those 
which are first affected by mildew and blight. The alburnum will re- 
main sound when the outside bark is entirely destroyed by the winter. 
European varieties and their hybrids have large fieshy roots, while the 
Lnbrassaisnot as much so, and the Gardifolia least so of all. Should 
his theory prove true, it would seem that a partial remedy against the 
recurrence of similar losses in the future may be found in producing 
trees on known hardy roots, which, with most varieties, can be accom- 
plished by grafting long scions on short roots, planting deep enou'gh to 
induce rooting from the scions, and liberal mulching, which will prevent 
the evaporation of moisture during the winter. 

At a meeting of the society held at Madison in the month of February, 
the theory advanced by Mr. Oreenman was discussed at some length, 
Mr. Wilcox said thWt he had in his orchard some seventy different va- 
rieties of apple-trees, from four to fifteen years old. The Duchess of 
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Oldenburg, Bed Astrachan, Plamb's Cider, and many of the crabs were 
either winterkilled or bandly iujared. He had been advised to use 
stalks from crab-apple seeds, and hereafter it was his intention to nse 
none but the hardiest varieties. 

Mr. Barney allnded to the fact of trees dying from root-killing, while 
others, where roots bad started from the scions, were uninjured. Mr. 
Finlajsou thought a distinction should be made ])etween young and old 
trees. On higher, heavier soil, nursery stock stood pretty well. Much 
of the injury seemed to be done by the late frosts of the spring of 1873. 
Many of the older trees stood pretty well. Mr. Wilcox gave an instance 
of an orchard in his neighborhood, on heavy soil, on a ridge. On the 
top and west side the trees were mostly killed ; on the east side they 
stood better. In Trempealeau County the young trees generally fared 
better than the older ones. Mr. Willey gave instances showing that 
trees supposed to be on crab-roots were killed. Vice-President Tattle 
said that trees will kill more readily on sandy or gravelly soil than on 
lonniy or clay soil. On the first soil the frost goes deeper. Trees should 
be set deeper in the orchard than they stood in the nursery. Mr. Har- 
ris stated that last winter he found the soil frozen to the depth oi 5 feet 
6 inches. 

The following is the revised list of fruits recommended for general cul- 
tivation at the February meeting of the society : 

Apples.— Teiohk\, Dachess of Oldenburg^, Haas, PIamb*B Cider and Faraeose—five ye- 
lietien, hardiness only test ; and for general cnltivation and experiment, Walbridfre, Red As- 
trachan. Utter, Westfield, Seek-no-rarther, Ben Davis, Talroan Sweet, Saint Lawrence, Wil- 
low Twig, Pewankee. 

Crrripef.— Delaware, Concord, Lindlej, Wilder, Salem, Agawam, Janes ville, Worden, 
Eamelan. For trial, Isabella. 

i^afp^rrtM.— Philadelphia, Davison's, Thomless, Doolittle, Miami; add FastoUff, and 
Brinckle*8 Orange, if protected in winter. 

Strau)berries.^Wi\90n*a Albany, Green Prolific. For trial. Peak's Emperor, Charles 
Downing, Reed's Late Pine, Victory, Bums's New Pine, Boyden's No. 30, Arena. 

Pears.— ¥or trial, Flemish Beauty, Ananas d'Ete, Early Bergamot, Bartlett, Swan's 
Orange, Seckel, Winter Nells. 

P/uin«.^For trial, Lombard, Imperial, Egg, Magnnm Bonum, Binkley, (or Miner,) 
Yellow Egg, Eldridge. 

CALIFORNIA. 

The report of the transactions of the California State Agricultural 
Society for the year 1873 is one of annsnal interest, and contains mat- 
ter of much value to the farmers of the Pacific coast. The report is 
well printed, and contains over seven hundred pages. 

The volume opens with the annual report of the directors of the 
society, who give a brief account of the farm operations of the year. 
They state that from July 1, 1873, to December 31 of the same year, 
the receipts of wheat at the various points of export amounted to eight 
million six hundred and thirty-seven thousand one hundred and six 
centals, and, much to the surprise of all interested in the product of this 
year, the crop turned out to be as great as that of the preceding year, 
viz., thirty million bnshel8,or nine hundred thousand tons. Wool is 
given as the next in value as an article of export. Each year shows an 
increased attention to the rearing of sheep, and a consequent increase in 
the production of wool. The current year shows the clip of the State to 
be one-sixth of all the wool produced in the United States. The largest 
yield ever claimed in any preceding year was one hundred and eighty 
million pounds. The last clip is given at thirty-two million pounds, 
valued at six million dollars. The yield was about six pounds to the 
fleece, but the directors think by culture aijd i^jjirj^Y^^QASt^^ crossing 
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it can be made to yield ten pounds to the fleece, thereby donbling both 
in quantity and value. 

The profi^ress of cotton-culture in the State is dwelt upon at some 
length. That the soil and climate of many localities are susceptible of 
producing abundant crops of an excellent quality of cotton has already 
been abundantly demonstrated by the successful experiments made by 
Mr. Strong, the Buckley Brothers, and others, of Merced County. Their 
efforts have resulted in the production of cotton as good as can be grown 
in Mississippi or Alabama, and the yield per acre has been fully as large 
as in any of the Gulf States. Efforts have also met with measurable 
success in Fresno and San Joaquin Counties, and preparations are mak- 
ing for extensive experiments among the farmers in Amador Valley, 
Alameda County. The soil of this valley is of the same character as 
that in the Merced cotton-fields, and the climate is regarded as eqnally 
favorable. 

The reduction of beet-sugar has proved entirely successful at the 
manufactories at Sacramento and in Alameda County. About one 
million dollars is invested in the enterprise. The yield of beets was 
about twenty thousand tons, from which about three million pounds of 
saccharine matter was created. The directors think this yield will be 
greatly increased during the coming year. 

The secretary calls the attention of road-supervisors to the act passed 
in 1868, providing for the planting of shade and timber trees along the 
public highways of the State, and recommends the following varieties 
as hardy, of rapid growth, and many of them valuable for either wood 
or timber : Black and honey locust ; black, white, and fruiting mulber- 
ry ; Osage orange ; native and eastern black walnut ; American chest- 
nut ; European, American, and cork-bark elm ; the different kinds of 
maple; the tulip-tree; Carolina, Lombardy, and silver-leaf poplar; dif- 
ferent kinds of ash; the apple, pear, plum, cherry, almond, and fig; 
eucalyptus, or Australian blue and red gum, Monterey pine : sugar-pine ; 
yellow pine ; spruce pine ; Korway spruce ; balsam fir ; Scotch pine ; 
European larch; Monterey cypress ; Italian cypress; California red- 
wood, and California laurel. 

The list ot premiums offered and awarded at the late State fair is 
given. The annual exhibition of the society for this year seems to have 
been successful in every respect. The receipts for the year amounted 
to $51,462.04. The expenditures equaled this amount, the larger por- 
tion being used in payment of premiums on articles exhibited at the 
fair. Hon. A. A. Sargent delivered the opening address at this fair. 
In the course of his remarks he speaks of the importance of cottoncul- 
tnre, and says that '^ during this year three hundred thousand pounds 
of cotton have been raised in California. The article is nearly as good 
as sea-island cotton, is very strong, and is just what is needed to mix 
with wool for the fabrics produced at our woolen-mills. One mill alone 
uses four hundred thousand pounds, and all the mills together use three 
times as much as is raised in this State. " The greater portion of Mr. 
Sargent's address was devoted to a discussion of the subject of trans- 
portation. 

The annual report of the surveyor-general of the State is contained 
in this volume of the transactions of the society. He gives the area of 
the State as follows : 

OommenciDg at aboat thirty-two defp'ees thirty minutes north latitude, the State of Cal- 
ifornia extends north to the forty-second parallel, haying an average width of about four 
degrees, and covers an area of about one hundred and eighty thousand square miles, or 
about one hundred and twenty million acres. There are ai>out five thouRand Government 
townships in the State, (whole and fractional;) of these, two thousand two hundred uid 
eighty-four have been surveyed by the United States, the remainder being unsnrveyedt^ 
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Of the capabilities of the soil aud climate of the State, the sarveyor- 
general speaks as follows : 

The resourceR of the State of California are, perhaps, more varied than those of any other 
of the States of the Union. Its very large area, its geographical position, and the high ele- 

• vatiou of its monntain-ranges, hestow upon it climatic advantages of the highest order. In 
the extreme northern portion of the State the temperature is never so low as to necessitate 
the precautions and inconveniences to which the Middle States, of the eastern slope are sub- 
jected ; neither is the most southern portion of so high a temperature as to propagate either the 
malaria of a tropicjil country or the lassitude and indolence of its inhabitants. Ever swept 
through her whole length and breadth by moderate winds, fresh from the bosom of the 
Pacific Ocean, the extremes of heat and cold are unknown to California. 

The soil of California is as prolific in its chai:acter as it is varied in its adaptations, pro- 
ducin^ with equal facility the vines of continental Europe, the hardier cereals of northern 
America, and the luxuriant fruits and flowers incident to the tropica. Her mountain-hills 
and streams are the depositories of gold, silver, and valuable minerals, in quantities that 
have attracted the attention of the civilized world. Her inhabitants are the representatives 
of every nation on the face of the globe — an enterprking, active people, that have, in a few 
years, erected a prosperous State upon the most remote borders or civilization. 

With these natural advantages of soil, climate, and mineral deposit, no uncertainty as to 
the future of California can reasonably be entertained. Her population is steadily increas- 
ing ; her resources are each year being more completely developed ; her immense area offers 
everjjT inducement to immigration, and, judged by the American standard of progress, she is 
destmed not only to maintain her past proud position among her sister States, but to at- . 
tain a pre-eminence that shall be as enviable as it is deserved. 

Of the varied productions of the State, he says : 

The fruit-products of this State are, perhaps, of greater variety than those exhibited by 
any other branch of agriculture, and, in their variety, are more characteristic of the peculiar- 
ties of California climate and soil Uian any of the many evidences that have yet attracted 
public attention. All the fruits of the temperate zone are produced in profusion, and attain 
au unusual size and flavor. In the more southern counties many fruits incident to tropical 
climates are produced with profit and in abundance. Oranges, lemons, figs, pomegrauatess, 
limes, and olives are yearly figuring more extensively among California productions. The 
fruits of this State are demanded t>y the epicures of the Kast, and are shipped in large 
quiyitities to all parts of the Union. 

^ The mountains of the Coast Range and of the Sierra Nevadas are covered with almost 
virgin forests, embracing valuable timber of endless variety, the Coast Range producing an 
unlimited amount of the redwood timber peculiar to that locality, and so truly valuable for 
its self-preserving Qualities, as well as the laurel now so extensively used for vanous orna- 
mental purposes. The large growth of redwood timber, as well as laurel, is principally 
confined to the counties of Humboldt, Mendocino, San Mateo, and Santa Cruz. Millions 
upon millions of feet of redwood lumber are each year cut in these counties for the supply 
of home demand, and for shipment to South American and Mexican ports, as well as to the 
islands of the Pacific Ocean. The pine, spruce, and fir of the Sierra Nevada Range supply 
the large demand for home consumption, as well as for the large extent of untimbered ter- 
ritory lying along our eastern boundary. 

Cattle and sheep raising have become thoroughly identified with the interests of Cali- 

• foruia. The even temperature of climate at once does away with the most serious obstacles 
incident to this branch- of industry in the Northern and Middle States. The winters are of 
such a nature that neither cattle nor sheep require protection from the inclemency of the 
weather ; good feed is found during all the mouths of the year ; even in the drieKt periods 
of our long summers, the grass, that to all appearances is withered and unfit for consump- 
tion, contains all the nutritious qualities of well-cured hay,* while upon the first rains of 
winter the pasture is at once covered with grass to supply the needs of the succeeding 
year. Much attention has of late been paid to the improvement of the breeds of cattle, and 
whereas but a few years since the country was filled with cattle of inferior size and quality 
driven here in times of high prices from the plains of Texas and Mexico, it has now become 
the home of the descendants of the most valued domestic and imported breeds. The same 
follows with sheep and goats. The wool-clip is annually becoming larger and of a better 

. quality. Sheep in California are sheared twice during the year, and the product at all 
times commands remunerative prices. Range for these animals is plenty, and sheep and 
wool growing in California has given it no small share of its celebrity. This may princi- 
pally be attributed to the same climatic causes that offer such inducements in the raising 
of cattle. By sheep-raisers here it is calculated that the flock will more than double itself 
in number each year, and that the returns from sales of wool will be in excess of all 
expenses incurred, thus leaving an annual profit of the total increase in number, 
amounting virtually to over one hundred per cent, upon the amount invested in the pur- 
chase of the flock. The principal cattle-raising counties of the State are Monterey, San 
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LoU Obispo, Siskiyou, Ssota Clara, Sonoma, Korn, Fresno, and Humboldt, and the chief 
sheep-raising counties aie Los. Angeles, Santa Barbara, San Luis Obispo, Fresno, and 
Merced, the county of Marin far exceeding all other localities in the products of the dairy. 

Wine-making, as a general industry, is steadily pushing forward its claims to atten- 
tion. Each year proves the climate and soil of California to be better adapted to the cul- 
ture of the grape. Vines grow upon the hills, and in the valleys, bearing an abundance of 
fruit of every conceivable vai iety. The principal wine-producing counties are Los Angeles, 
Sonoma, Napa, Sacramento, and El Dorado. 

Humboldt County, in the year 1872, produced twenty-one thousand four hundred and 
eighty tons of potatoes. San Mateo and Sonoma Counties came next. San Mateo raised 
during this year eight thousand two hundred and forty-two tons, and Sonoma seven thou- 
sand eight hundred and forty tons." 

The report contaiii3 a very interestingarticle taken* from a recent local 
publication, giving a detailed account of the Eucalyptus forest, planted 
and owned by Mr. Janles T. Stratton, of Alameda County, California. 
Mr. Stratton had his attention first attracted in the direction of forest- 
culture, by observing the rapid growth of the Eucalyptus or blue-gum trees 
growing on his place at Oakland. This was in 1869, and in April of that 
year he secured all the seed he could from these trees and immediately 
planted them in a nursery. From these seeds he succeeded in raising 
about forty thousand young trees ; about thirty thousand of which he 
plantM in November and December of that year, in a permanent plan- 
tation, eight feet apart each way, covering in all about fifty-lour acres. 
These were of the variety Encalyptui globulus^ or blue-gum of Tasma- 
nia, and three years after planting were generally from thirty-five to 
forty feet high, and from five to nine inches in diameter two feet from 
the ground. In the spring of 1872 he planted about fifty thousand more 
young trees, covering about sixty acres of ground, and choosing for this 
planting a high hill, the soil of wln'ch was quite sandy, and classed by 
farmers in the neighborhood as about the poorest soil in the vicinity. 
A certain and complete failure was predicted with these trees; but the 
result has shown that Mr. Stratton acted wisely, as the trees are making 
almost as rapid growth as those of the first planting, which are nourished 
on rich valley-land. At the age of about two years these trees were 
from twelve to twenty-five feet high, and from two to four inches in di- 
ameter. Since the first planting, Mr. Stratton has added about twenty 
thousand more trees of various varieties to his hill plantation, blue- 
gum, red-gum, iron-bark, stringy-bark, &c., all of which are doing 
well, and look as healthy and vigorous as if they were growing on their 
native Australian hills. Again, in the spring of 1873, about thirty thou- 
sand more trees of different varieties of ^uca2^^ti« were added to the 
two plantations, making in all about one hundred and thirty-five thou- 
sand trees, and covering an area of about one hundred and seventy 
acres. 

Mr. Stratton commenced this enterprise for the purpose of growing 
wood for fuel alone, not dreaming that a tree of such rapid growth as 
the Eucalyptus would prove valuable as a timber-tree ; but experiments 
recently made demonstrate that it will successfully compete with any 
of the imported hard woods, hickory alon.e excepted. An inch-square 
stick of blue-gum, taken from the sap, suspended horizontally on sup- 
ports two feet and six inches apart, sustained on a center point two 
hundred and sixty pounds without breaking, being bent by that weight 
only one inch, showing a strength equal to the average of imported 
ash. Its specific gravity is six hundred and eighty, that of eastern ash 
and maple being about seven hundred and fifty. It is not, however^ 
regarded as durable under ground, as a plank three feet long, two inches 
thick and fifteen inches wide, including the sap as well as the heart of 
a tree ten years old, planted two feet deep, completely decayed in one 
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year beneath the sarfaoe, while the part above groand remained per- 
fectly soand. ' 

Since the starting of this forest the medicinal valae of the Eucalyptug 
has been confirmed, and the hospital experiments made by Dr. J. S. 
Coleman, of San Francisco, indicate that the extract of its medicinal 
properties is doubtless destined to become a valuable substitute for 
quinine as an anti-periodic tonic and febrifuge, and that it is an invalu- 
able remedy in diseases of the kidneys, bladder, &c. So abundant is 
the active medicinal principle in the leaves of this tree, as determined 
by Dr. Coleman's experiments, that should quinine be entirely sup- 
planted by the new remedy. Mr. Stratton estimates that his Eucalyptut 
forest alone would supply the demand tor the whole United States. 

Dr. S. Kellogg gives the following method of planting and cultivating 
Venetian sumac, (Rhus cotinm :) 

The best plan is to start the seeds in beds. The proper season fbr transplanting in this 
climate is November, December, and January. Of course the best time is the commence- 
meut of the rainy season. Plant two to four feet apart in the rows, and rows four to six 
feet apart, for space best suited to plow and harrow or horse-hoe, saj two or three cleanings. 
In Sicily the rainy season closes in May, like ours, when the crop is laid by, prcTioualy 
hoed, as stated. The crop is gathered in July or August, cut four to six inches from 
the ground, and laid in handfuls — not spread out for a day or so to dry— not allowed to 
bleach. The leaves of young sprouts, that spring up vigorously every year, are the only 
parts used, as they are free from dead or decaying leaves of the older trees. Care on this 
point, and a dry climate like ours, where no casualty of rain ruins an occasional crop, has 
given Sicily a staple reputation in the markets of the world. There are, nevertheless, those 
who adulterate the article. The whole twigs, leaves and all, are cut up and used for tan- 
ning. Since the cultivation of the plant in Maryland and Virginia the price of the foreign 
article has fallen, as it proves infeiior, except for its lighter and clear hue, the American b«ing 
a little. greenish yellow. Yet the latter has risen twenty to forty per cent., while the Sici- 
lian article has correspondingly fallen. 

The writer states that this plant can also be propagated from cuttings, 
roots, stems, or by layers. 

Dr. J. Strentzel gives a brief account of a disease which has recently 
made its appearance in the peach-orchards along the Sacramento River. 
It was first observed two years ago, and appears to be a new fungus or 
lichen, which covers the fruit in ash-colored blotches, and the ends of 
growing shoots in detached masses, spreading out fh)m a cottony tuft of 
a growing germ. The leaves on the affected part drop off later in the 
season, and the end of the shoot generally dries up. The growth of the 
fruit is not apparently checked, but the thin-skinned varieties, on ripen- 
iiig) get a puckered-up, pocky, disgusting appearance. The earlier 
varieties are most affected ; the yellow, among them the Grawford, not 
so much. None has been noticed on the Snow peach. The writer says 
that the present year (1873) the disease has appeared in an extended 
circle, and is causing still gimter injury to the f^nit. Dr. Strentzel says : 

It is not pretended to assign a cause for this anomalous growth, beyond that the peculiar 
atmospheric condition was favorable to its rapid development. The trees may have been 
also depleted of vitality, or this having been an unpropitious year for the " curled peach- 
leaf," the superabundant sap found a new parasitic consumer. But it can be reasenably 
hoped that some of the usual means employed for the destruction of kindred growtha wiu 
be serviceable in this case. That the disease will certainly spread to all parts of California 
can be fully apprehended. The losses thus incurred woula be severe to horticulturists. 
Thus it is of importance that every experience should be brought to public knowledge, and 
every means of extermination at once tried. The burning of the pruned offshoots shonld 
be rigidly followed ; the ground around the trees scraped and limed, and the whole orchard 
repeatedly fumigated, early in spring, in favorable weather ,.bv keeping up numerous smold 
enng fires of spent tan-bark, or damp straw mixed with asphaltum or coal-tar. These are 
the most available means for the destruction not only of varieties of mildew, but also of in- 
numerable noxious insects. 

Several county 'and district societies make interesting reports, but a 
lack of space prevents any allusion to them. The transactions of the 
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Galifoniia Vine Growers' and Wine and Brandy Manufacturers' Associa- 
tion is regarded as of sufficient importance to demand special attention, 
and therefore considerable space is given to quotations from the annual 
address of O. G. Blanchard, president of the association. Speaking of 
the production of the State for the year 1873, Mr. Blanchard says : 

There will be produced this year firom twelve to fifteen millions of gallons of wine, of the 
Talne of three million five hnnored thousand dollars, besides abont two millions of pounds of 
gprapes for table use, worth about two hundred and fifty thousand dollars, and one-quarter of 
a million pounds of raisins. 

There is not within this State to exceed forty thousand acres planted to vines. Of hill and 
mountain land alone, which is eminently susceptible to the cultivation of vines, there are 
more than eight millions of acres. With reasonable cultivation, and without diminishinfif any 
of the other productions of the State, we have acres sufficient to produce annually from the vine 
more than two hundred million dollars ; and these lands are mostly unsuitable for aoy other 
production as a staple. Our highest prosperity will never be reached until the occupation 
of these lands is made an element of legislation — until the subject shall receive encourage- 
ment and aid. Commerce is not to be forgotten ; manufactures should not be overlooked ; 
nor our mining interests neglected ; neither should this greatest and most natural resource 
of the State— -vine-growing— be made the subject of legislative oppressioo. • • * • • 
Grape-growing and wine-making are steadily advancing on a permanent basis. The frost 
of the month of April last not only proved disastrous to California, but also to nearly all the 
vineyards in Europe : and from accounts from there not more than a third of a crop is ex- 
pected to be harvested. 

The phylloxera, which has made its appearance in Europe, has also been discovered in 
California. This may be owing to atmospneric influences, probably, as some think, from the 
large amount of magnetism which has been thrown out through the solar system by the sun 
for the past two years ; and this may have somethiDg to do with generating a particular class 
of insects. It is the opinion of gentlemen who have been engaged in the grape-growing 
business for fourteen years or more, that the phylloxera have been among the vines all that 
time, and as yet have done no serious injury. Those vineyards that seem to suffer the most 
have been neglected or have been badly attended to. 

CONNECTICUT. 

The seventh annual report of the Connecticut State Board of Agricul* 
ture for the year 1874 is contained in a volume of over four hundred 
pages. The greater portion of the work is devoted to a discussion of 
the merits of different kinds of fertilizers, and the proper time to apply 
them. 

The usual winter meeting of the board was held at Merideo, Decem- 
ber 17, 18, and 19, 1873. The meeting was a public one, and its prin- 
cipal object was the discussion of such subjects as might be brought 
before it relating to the agricaltural and productive interests of the 
State. The meeting was opened by the reading of an essay by Mr. T. 
B. Gold, secretary of the board, on the subject of the '' sterility of soil, 
its causes and remedies." In his opening remarks the writer stated that 
a good soil contains in itself not only sufficient plant-food to produce 
good crops at present, but material laid up in store, which, by the slow 
acticm of the elements, and vegetable growth, is gradually decomposed, 
so as to allow of the removal of a certain amount of vegetation from 
year to year ; and yet there are few soils where this depleting process 
can be continued for a term of years and they continue anything like 
their original productiveness. It should, thcD, be the principal aim of 
the farmer to so aid and control these natural processes that his fields 
from year to year may become more productive — that two blades of 
grass may be made to grow where but one grows now. 

Mr. Gold considers the proper conditions of soil of paramount import- 
ance in all successful farming. Where too much water exists, ar system 
of thorough drainage should be instituted, and where there is a lack of 
moisture, irrigation is the only sure remedy. Standing water is injuri- 
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ous to plant-life. It prevents the entrance of air into the soil, hinders 
decomposition, and favors the formation of compounds inimical to vege- 
table growth. Only coarse and useless plants will grow and thrive in 
stagnant water, or on soils where water stands at a depth of two or 
three inches below the surface. These wet, sour soils are composed 
largely of clay, with a subsoil of like character. On gravelly soils, where 
vegetation starts with great promise in the spring, but is soon dwarfed 
and parched by summer heat and drought, irrigation forms the surest 
and speediest remedy. The mechanical condition of such soils can be 
much improved by the admixture of clay and loam, thus rendering them 
more retentive of moisture, and better able to withstand a drought. He 
says that extensive irrigation somewhat diminishes the necessity for it. 
Where a large surface of water is exposed to evaporation, the air be- 
comes less dry and parchiug as its capacity for moisture is in part sup- 
plied, and the rain-fall is increased. Bain falling from a cloud through 
the parching air of a desert will be dried up, absorbed, before it reaches 
the earth ; but if the air is saturated, or nearly so, it will not be dimin- 
ished in its descent, but may continually increase. 

Mr. Gold thinks that too much plowing has reduced some land to 
sterility. By continuous exposure to the air, all its vegetable matter 
may become decomposed, its plant-food consumed or wasted, and its 
already too porous state increased. Laying down to pasture for a period 
of years, with tramping the surface by young stock, or, what is still 
better, sheep-pasturage, is regarded as the best cure for land that 
has been thus overworked. Jf manure can be spared for such land, 
it will give a quick return, but pasturing with sheep, especially if they 
are daily fed with bran or grain, will 1^ found the best means of re- 
storing these sterile lands to fertility. 

Another prolific source of the exhaustion of soils is the repeated plant- 
ing of the same crop for a series of years. Either the elements needed 
ibr that crop are exhausted, or the land is brought into such a mechan- 
ical condition as to be unfavorable for its growth, or some fungus dis- 
ease is developed, as in the case of smut in onions, so that practically 
that land has become barren and unproductive for that particular crop. 
This has given rise to the practice of a rotation of crops, which is a 
wise step toward successful farming. 

Lands may contain all the elements necessary for the growth of plants, 
except perhaps one or two, and still be barren. Lacking these, useful 
plants will not grow at all, or fail to perfect their seeds, which are the 
most important part in grain-bearing species. Land is sterile when it 
lacks clay or vegetable matter to hold water and ammonia; it is sterile 
when the clay predominates too largely— it is too compact ; it is sterile 
when it is pure vegetable matter, as clear muck. In the first case an 
application of clay or muck, or the plowing in of a green crop, is indi- 
cated ; in the second, a dressing of sand, and in the last the application 
of sand or loam. These substances, thus applied, are called amendments, 
and often produce wonderful results, and land which could hardly be 
rendered productive by any amount of manuring, develops a fair degree 
of fertility. 

The reading of this essay was followed by an animated discussion, 
which was participated in by many of those present. In reply to a ques- 
tion as to the beneficial effects of plowing in green crops on clay soil as 
compared with sandy loam. Dr. Biggs said: 

Ihave*Dot had much experience in plowinp in green crops upon lands; that i«, on 
what I call hard clay lands. The land that I haye practiced it most upon is a light, sandy 
loam, but it is underlaid with clay, on what is called a clay loam. Almost anything put 
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nto a solid clay bank, whether it is manure or anything: else, will have very little effect 
npon it Tor a time. It must have time for the chemical changres to take place. I have as- 
certiuned to my satisfaction that there is no fann in the State of Connecticut that is able to 
carry cattle enougrh to make bam-vard manure sufficient to bring the land up to a high state 
of cultivation. Make all yon will oy composting and by keeping cattle, you will find that 
you will not have manure enough ; and it is out of the question, in this tobacco-growing re- 
gion, to pay such prices as our Sirmers are paying for manures from the cities. • * • • 
I maintain that there are salts enough in all soils to produce a crop at any time, even in a 
barren pine plain ; that what it lacks is vegetable matter. It lacks what is called in chem- 
istry geine, or humus, or leaf- mold. Restore this to the soil and you at once restore the 
source of fertility. Salts and plant-food put in connection create a chemical action, and they 
mutually supply the growing plant with food. 

Our secretary has referred to some of our fields wjiich are now banen that formerly pro- 
duced eood crops, and the reason is, that by continual cropping the geine, or leaf-mold, or 
vegetable matter, has been nearly all extracted from those fields. Is there any lack of 
potash in those fields t Not at all. Then let us see. The silicates of the soil contain pot- . 
ash, and the application of plaster breaks down the silicates and lets loose the potash. There 
is enough in tfie soil, but it lacks vegetable matter. Restore that, and you then set up what 
may be called a fermentation. In other words, you make the soil alive, and it is no matter 
in what form yon put it in, whether it is in hav passed through your cattle, and put back in 
the shape of manure, or whether you put that hay into the ground without passing it 
through your animals. 

I went to work after I got my to))acco-crops off, and instead of letting my ground lie 
perfectly barren for six months or more, I plowed it and put in the crop that I could 
make grow the quickest, so that I could use the land another year for another crop. 
I found that rye or wheat was the only crop that 1 could use for that purpose. Clover 
is the best crop, because it produces more, orings up the mineral matter from a greater 
depth, and leaves it so near the surface that other plants can feed on the material 
when the clover>plant is dead and decayed ; but it takes clover two years to grow. I find 
rye the next best crop. By sowing a bushel and a peck of rye to the acre, immediately 
after my tobacco is off, I find it produces quite a rank growth during the fall, and in the 
spring, by the time I want to put my tobacco in, the last week in May, or the first week in 
June, this rye is all headed out and in blossom. I took a whole ** stool," as we call it, 
from two of my fields, this last year, and the rye measured 6 feet and B inches from one 
field and 7 feet and 1 inch from another. • • • • The whole field would not aver- 
age that, but it would average 6 feet and 4 or 5 inches, standing very thick and growing 
very rank. Well, what is the advantage? Have those plants affected this soil at all in the 
mean time 7 Have they benefited it any f Let us see. The mere presence of a plant grow 
ing in your soil helps bring up to the surface, and to store away mineral matter for the 
coming crop. It elaborates, in other words, plant-food for another crop that is to come after 
it. The very action of the living plant in the soil breaks down some of the silicates, and 
puts it into such shape that it will give up the potash and the other ingredients a great deal 
more than will be the case if you lot it lie perfectly bare. Then, if we plow in that crop 
instead of taking it off, we have restored not only all the plant has gained from the breaking 
down of the salts of the soil, but what the plant itself has made from the atmosphere, and 
gained from the various ingredients ; and in that way I hold that the soils of very barren 
fields can be entirely restored. » « « « * We must give up the idea that almost all 
the fertility of our soils is to come from the bam-vard. We must not skin our land, to begin 
with ; and a man who takes off all his crops is skinning it, no matter what the crop may be. 
We must restore these elements to the soil. Take away the plant-food and you have barren- 
ness ; but in the soil are all the salts necessary to produce a crop at any time. If you have 
a clover-crop growing, a bushel of plaster to the acre will make a considerable change in it. 
Whyf Because the very clover-plant itself decomposes that salt, if it is a salt, and the 
snlpburic acid and lime, let loose, act npon the ffeine of the soil, and the sulphuric acid acts 
upon the silicates, and sets free the potash, and your plant is nourished. In other words, 
you get up a round of chemical changes iu the soil just by your manipulation of it, and the 
more yon cultivate your soil the more plants you put into it, especially if you plow them in. 

In reply to a qaestion, Dr. Biggs stated that while it cost biin about 
$50 per acre to prepare his land lor a crop of tobacco, by plowing in 
green plants, it costs his neighbors on the rich tobacco lands of East 
Hartford about $300 per acre for manure. 

Mr. Webb believed in turning under clover, rye, or any other green 
crop, as he thought the land was always benefited by it. Still, it was 
often a hard matter to get the consent of one's mind to turn under a 
crop of rye when the barn was empty and rye-straw was bringing $35 
per ton ; but there were cases where it could be abundantly afforded. 
It is often more profitable to turn uuder valuable crops than to cou- 
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tiDoally carry tbein oft the gronnd. He never had any diflSciilty in 
raisiug^a good crop of wheat after a crop of tobacco. In reply to the 
question as to whether laud would eontinne to produce well after three 
or four years' plowing in of rye and other green crops, he stated that the 
best effects he had ever seen was on an exceedingly poor piece of land 
treated in this way. A ter a light manuring, he raised a crop of corn, 
and then seeded down the land with small red clover. This was turned 
nnder in the spring, and corn again planted ; after thdt, again manured, 
and the following year planted with potatoes, with fish-guano in the 
hill ; then seeded to grass, and, for five years in successsion, be cut a 
heavy crop of hay. The land was a gravelly loam. 

Professor Johnson said that green crops wer^ especially adapted to 
the renewal of 11ght*lands. Where the soil is heavy, and contains so 
much water that it is sticky and plastic, and fit to make brick, green 
manuring would do no good. Such lands would be radically improved 
by another means — by the use of lime, which sometimes produces the 
most wonderful effect on stiff clay soils. With a top-dressing of lime, 
lightly harrowed in, the lime will gradually dissolve in water, and as 
the water penetrates the soil the lime goes down with it, is deposited 
in the clay, and intervenes its own particles between the particles of 
clay ; and it will be found, after a season or two, that the plowing ot 
the land can be undertaken earlier in the season. It dries off sooner, 
and acquires a loamy texture, while at the same time it is chemically 
improved. This was the treatment formerly given heavy lands in Gter- 
mauy ; but thorough drainage is now regarded as the best and only 
permanent remedy for the wetness of heavy lauds. As to the import- 
ance of green manuring on sandy soils. Professor Johnson said : 

This matter of ffreen manuring is exceedingly important for our Connecticut agricnUure. 
There are villages and districts in Belgium and North Qermanr, having dense populations, 
where the country has the appearance of a garden, which, within the memory of man, were 
as barren as any of the land which you may see in the neighborhood of North Haven. 
The improvement of those lands has been accomplished not by any means exclusively by 
plowing in green crops, but that has often been one of the strong points in their renova- 
tion. Take the most barren piece of land you can find and fill it with vegetable matter, 
so that it will hold moisture, and so that the roots of plants may find a congenial place to 
develop themselves, you will make them capable of producing cn»ps. There is no soil 
(speaking generally) so barren that it cannot be put on the high-road of improvement in 
that way. Fertility comes to it, not from anything which is obtained from outside, with 
the excf ptiou of nitrogen and other atmospheric elements, but from the soil itself, which is 
made available by the action of vegetable matter upon it. * * * The plowing in ot 
green crops on light, sandy lands, has an analogous effect Tou do not, indeed, thereby 
add anything to the mineral elements of the soil, but you set at work, as Dr. Riggs has 
said, that train of chemical changes which makes a soil out uf the sand. All our soils 
were once merely rock fragments or rock-dust, and if we repeat the processes which have 
converted rocks into soil, we shall produce soil. We can make soil out of sand by plowing 
in green crops. 

There is also a great deal of point in what Dr. Riggs and Mr. Webb have said about the 
importance of keeping the soil occupied by vegetation. There is one element of our crops 
that must be presented to. them by the soil ; one which is the most costly ingredient of our 
fertilizers, that easily runs to waste. It is what we call ammonia, or, more accurately, 
nitrogen. That is what makes Peruvian guano, urine, and other animal manures, lice 
blood, flesh, and the combustible matter of bones, Act so energetically. When we pat 
nitrogen into the soil, in the shape of animal fertilizers, if the soil be opeu and porous, so 
as to admit air and water, we have, in warm weather, a rapid alteration of this nitrogen. 
It is converted into nitrates, which are freely soluble in water, and are not retained bv the 
soil, but are carried off by rains. Wherever the soil is ferUle and capable of snstaioing 
vegetation, whether naturuly or by manuring, there the formation of nitrates i» continnsUy 
going on, and when there is no vegetation to take them up, they wash away in the drain- 
age. 

Then, again, the rains carry off large quantities of lime and sulphuric acid, both of which 
are freely soluble in water. * * '* Tnis thing is going on constantly, in many soils. 
The water that passes through the springs and drains on every good farm, always con tains 
lime and sulphuric acid, and those elements are incessantly being washed away from out 
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land. Look at cor tobacco-fields and market-gardens ; the/ most be fertilised every year, 
at great expense. Mr. Olcott says that $40,000 worth of fertilizers were nsed last year in 
the Silver Lane district, near Hartford, alone. The chief commercial value of these fertil- 
iaers lies in the nitrogen ; that is what this large snm of money went for chiefly. Suppose 
that land lies unoccnpied by vegetation ; every rain that falls carries off the nitrates, the lime, 
and sulphuric acid, in large quantities. If the fields are covered with vegetation, the cur- 
rent is goiog the other way ; the plants are storing these materials np and keeping them 
from waste. In that respect alone, the growth of green crops on tobacco-land, or any land 
that is rich, serves a nsenil purpose in retaining a good share of whatever has. been put there 
by fertilizers. 

Tbo doctrine that the farmer mast pat back apon his farm as mach as 
he takes off, was deDoun«*ed as noDsense by Professor Johnson. He 
said that those elements taken up in the growth of vegetation and re 
moved from the land cannot be restor-ed. Crops are made in part from 
(he soil, and if they are exported, a portion of the soil is exported with 
them. While it is essential that every farmer shall export something 
from his farm, the wisest policy woald be that which reduces exports to 
the minimum and increases imports as much as possible. In all good 
agriculture fbere must be an export of the elements of the soil ; but^ 
while this is the case, there is really no danger of an exhaustion of the 
elements of fertility. Time was when all our^soil was rock, and the 
process by which this was converted into soil is still going on, and new 
materials are furnished as the old materials are used up. A part of the 
farmer's art is t<o intensify this process of solution and weathering, so 
as to bring the rocky matter of the soil into material that will f^A a 
crop. Farms should be measured, not alone by superficial, but also by 
cubic measure, as their value depends not so much upon the number of 
acres they contain as upon the depth which crops can fill with their 
roots. 

Professor Johnson concluded by saying that the one grand mistake in 
agriculture, the world over, in the early stages of the development of any 
country, was in spreading ourselves over too much surface. There 
is positive merit and positive gain in concentration. Land should be 
brought to such fineness and depth of tilth, such retentiveness of moist- 
ure, and such richness in all the elements of fertility, that the soil will 
* insure a crop under all the ordinary vicissitudes of weather. That was 
one of the glories of the tobacco-field, and tor the lesson it teaches in 
the art of enriching the soil, he thought it ought to be encouraged. The 
great difficulty lies in working too much land. It is like going out with 
a pint of paint to paint a forty-foot barn. Both your manure and your 
labor are used at a disadvantage when applied and expended upon too 
great a surface. Concentration in the use of both labor and fertilizers 
is the surest road to successful farming. 

Professor Atwater followed with a very interesting paper on the sub- 
ject of ^* commercial fertilizers at home and abroiKl.'' Having spent 
several years in the agricultural colleges and experimental stations of 
Germany, Professor A. devoted a large portion of his paper in illustrat 
ing the thoroughness of experiments made at these institutions, and the 
great value of the results obtained to the agricultural interests of the 
whole world. In discussing the merits of the more popular kinds of 
commercial amendments, he laid down the following rules or principles 
for determining the value of all fertilizers : 

1. The amount of increase in production which will result from the use of a given artifi- 
cial fertilizer in a given case dependu upon the amount and qualitv of the active fertilizing 
inmdients it contains, on the one bana,.aud the conditions of soil, climate, and crop under 
which it is used, on the other. The latter factors are so uncertain as to render the actual 
solution of the question of profit, the determination of the agricultural value of a fertiliier, 
possible only by actual experiment in the field. 
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2. The yalae of a fertilizers is dependent upon the amount of fertilizing ingrredients it con- 
tains ; tlie commercial value can be determined bj no other means than by chemical analysis. 
The readiness with which their fertilizing^ elements will become useful to the pl%nt, an im- 
portant factor of their commercial value, is lar^ly dependent upon their fineness of pulver- 
ization, and their solubility in water. Scientific and practical experiments indicate, for 
instance, that steamed and very finely pulverized bone>dust is wortn at least a third more 
than coarsely pulverized bone. Practical German fanners often pay twice as much for the 
former as for tne latter. On the same grounds, phosphoric acid is considered worth two or 
three times as much as superphosphate, that is, in the soluble form, as it is in the insoluble 
form. The greater worth in these cases is due to the greater quickness with which these 
substances become assimilated by the plant, and hence the quicker return of the capital in 
vested. In general, the only fertilizing substances whose real value bears such a proportion 
to the prices at which concentrated fertilizers are usually sold as to allow of their bein^ taken 
into account in the estimation of the values of the latter, are nitrogen, (as ammonia, nitric acid, 
&,c.,) phosphoric acid, and potash. 

3. The chief defects of the artificial fertilizers sold in the United States are the small 
quantity of soluble phosphoric acid in the superphosphates, the rather small content of nitro- 
gen, and in many cases the lack of fineness of pulverization. With a little more acid applied 
in the making of superphosphates, to render the phosphates soluble, a little more nitrogen 
added, sometimes a little finer grinding, and, in the case of bone-dust, a thorough steaming of 
the bones, and omitting a reasonable portion of the ballast of water, sand, ai^ plaster, which 
they contaiu, our fertilizers would compare favorably with the best foreign articles. This is 
true of the better, the standard wares. As regards cheaper mixtures with which our markets 
are infested, the consumer would in general be able to buy the valuable fertilizing ingredients 
in other forms, compost them with dirt, muck, and farm-refuse, and thus obtain a much more 
valuable article, at verv much, sometimes five or ten times less cost, than in the form of 
poudrettes and special. Krtilizers. 

4. The only security, as well tor the upright dealer as for the consumer, a^inst the evils 
resulting from the sale of inferior articles, is that guanos, superphosphates, Done>d us t, and 
in fact all artificial fertilizers, be sold at prices based upon warranted percentage of nitrogen, 
soluble and insoluble phosphoric acid, or other valuable fertilizing ingredients. The surety 
for these percentages must be sought either in the guarantees of reliable dealers — such guar- 
antees as would be valid for bushels of wheat or yards of cloth — or, still better, in analyses, 
made by reliable chemists, of the wares to be purchased. When dealers sell their goods and 
farmers buy them on this plan, the preference given to good wares will encourage qianufac- 
turers in making them, and will tend to banish poor ones from the market. 

5. The measures taken by Boards of Agriculture in publishing results of analyses of cur- 
rent wares, and of legislatures in making laws for the regulation of the sale of the same, are 
steps in the right direction. The only practically reliable security for the just regulation of 
this trade, however, lies in the vigilance of consumers themselves. Whoever buys any arti- 
cle of whose quality he is uncertain, must expect to be cheated. 

To make this vigilance practicable, Professor Atwater says it will be > 
necessary to provide means whereby fertilizers may be analyzed with- 
out too much trouble and expense to the consumer. If such means of 
improvement could be inaugurated here as has been made in England 
and Germany, the saving to our agricultural communities in the cost of 
iertilizers alone would amount to hundreds of thousands of dollars 
annually. As the practice now exists, fertilizers are sold by the barrel 
or ton, but what is sold as such is a mixture of valuable and worthless 
ingredients, whose proportions are too often either entirely unknown, 
or assumed upon untrustworthy grounds; and neither maker nor user, 
merchant nor farmer, can hope for a better state of things until measures 
are taken by which the valuation shall be based upon valid factors 
actually and certainly known to both parties. Many years of irrational 
cropping have so far exhausted the fertilizing elemeuts of the soil in 
many sections of the country that it can no longer yield the bountiful 
return that once rewarded the hupbandman's toil. The products of the 
barn-yard and stable alone, even if properly economized, are insufficient 
to supply this lack, so that, in order to get full crops, artificial fertilizers 
become a necessity. Rightly to select, as well as rightly to use these 
articles, requires knowledge and application of scientific principles. 
Whatever is done must be done by the farDier himself, or through a 
combiuatioii of those interested in his calling. Plant nature and human 
nature are about the same the world over, and the condition of the fer- 
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tilizing market can be improved only by the same means that experience, 
as decisive as it is costly, has forced into use on the other side of the 
Atlantic 

In reply to a question from Mr. Olift as to whether steamed and pul- 
verized bone, applied in the shape of a fine powder, is not all used up 
in one season, or, if not entirely exhausted, if the remaining nitrogen is 
retained for the next year and crop, Professor Atwater stated that 
WolflF, of the celebrated agricultural soliool at Hohenheim, had demon- 
strated by experiments that very finely pulverized bone-dust, such as is 
made in Germany from steamed bone, and is as tine as flour, will pro- 
duce favorable effects upon crops for two or thi'ee years, and possibly 
a little longer. With coarser ingredients, the effects will be observable 
for three or four years. Bone-phosphate that has not been auperphos- 
phated, cannot all be used up in one year, but in general may be relied 
upon to last from three to four years or more. 

In reply to a like question from Mr. Linsley, Professor Johnson said: 

There are two fertilizing elements in boue? : one is phosphate of lime, the other is animal- 
matter, nitrogen. Now, the pliosphate of lime — phosphoric acid — is a thing that wastes very 
slowlj from the soil, ordinarily. If you examine the water which flows through the soil and 
is accessible in a drain, well, or spring, you will never find enough phosphoric acid in it (un- 
less it comes fro.m the vicinity of a privy, a barn-yard, or a cemetery,) to c^use any alarm on 
account of the waste of that material. On very highly fertilized soils, which are under- 
drained — a tobacco-field, for example— you find, in the wash, traces of the phopphates, but in 
soils which contain the ordinary amount of phosphates, you will find nothing which need 
cause any apprehension of deficiency or loss. 

The case is quite otherwise with nitrogen. The nitrogen of our soils is a thing which is 
undergoing constant changes. It is coming into the soil from the atmosphere, and going out 
of the soil into the ocean. The process of decay also passes nitrogen directly into the air, 
and when that process takes place, with exposure to air, you may have a washing out of 
nitrogen in the term of nitrates from the soil, so that animal matter is constantly wasting. 
You cannot save all that is put into the soil. The water that washes through the soil carries 
some of it off. Therefore, the cheapest way of using a fertilizer is to use it so that its effect 
shall be given when your crop is coming. The more active the fertilizer the more economical 
may be your use of it, if yon know how and will take pains to use it properly. 

Mr. Albert Day read a paper on the subject of barn-yard and stable 
manure, which was followed by quite a long discussion. During the 
progress of this debate, Mr. Beard spoke as follows in relation to the 
importance and value of muck as a fertilizer : 

I have used mucks in various ways, and made many experiments. I have carted muck 
and put it under shelter, and had the females of the house empty the chamber-vessels on to 
that through the winter, and have obtained a very powerful manure, so much so, that when 
I put it on top of potatoes it killed them ; they never came up ; but when I put it under the 
seed, they did well. In one instance I put some four or five loads of muck, right out of a 
pond-hole, in a dry summer, on to a pasture, and the result has been to make a fresh growth 
of grass there for a number of years. I do not know but that muck has shown its eilScts on 
that piece of pasture-land for more than twenty years ; I think it has. I have carted muck 
and laid it in the open air back of the house, where my people could empty their various 
washes on it during the winter, and then used it iu the hill, mixing gypsum with it, which 
made a very excellent show. I have used it on potatoes and corn with very good effect, 
and so I have sIho on tobacco. I am, therefore, satisfied from the use I have made of it — and 
I have been using it more or less for some twenty years — that it will pay to cart it out in 
the winter or fall, and spread it on the land, and let the frost act on it, and use it in its raw 
state. It tells well, also, to cart it into the barn-yard, and let it lie there to receive the drop- 
pings of the cattle during the day. 

Mr. Fowler made the following statement as to the result^) of his ex- 
periments in top-dressing: 

I have for several years past practiced top-dressing. I use almost all the manure I make 
upon the surface, either upon meadow or upon plowed ground. The greater part that I use 
on my meadows I keep in the yard during the winter season; in fact, I make manure in my 
vard and stables during the entire year; but I apply it directly to the soil. I have practiced 
hauling my manure out of the stables and dumpiag it in piles. I allow it to remain there, 
without handling it at all, until a short time previous to applying it. The piles are not cov 
28 A 

Digitized by LjOOQIC 



434 REPORT OF THE COMMISSIONER OF AGRICULTURE. 

ered, but remaiD there exposed to the weather. I have been oblifred to keep it moBtlj eat- 
side, exposed to the weather, not having building^s convenient to keep it under cover; bat 
I have stacked it up, and in the winter, or any time in the summer when we had a dull day, 
I would let m V men fork over the manure, in order that decomposition might commence ; aud 
I cannot see that the manure loses any more of its virtue, with the exception of a little on the 
surface, than it would if kept under cover. Then I fork it over once or twice, and spread it 
over my meadows just as soon as possible afler haying, let the weather be what it will. It re 
ceiv6s the fall rains, and the aftermath springs up directly through it. I get a krge growth of 
aftermath, or rowen, which holds that manure, and I have never supposed that I lost much by 
washing or draining. I have realized very good results. I have always had good crops of hay, 
and also of corn, particularly this last season. I plowed my sod or turf-ground in May, (it was 
quite late before i began to plow,) and put my manure, which- at that time was thoroughly 
mixed, on the surface, and harrowed it in. I put on a heavy coating of manure, and liad 
very good results. I think I had the past season as good a piece of com as I ever raised, 
while my neighbors around me, who plowed in their manure, suffered very much from the 
dry weather : and I can show more than double the quantity of corn upon the ground where 
I top-dressed than my neighbors can upon ground where they applied as much manure and 
plowed it in. 

Professor Jobnson said : 

Tou have had here to-night, as you always have had, and doubtless will have for a long 
time to come, opposite experiences, and yet there are necessarily good reasons, as we all un- 
derstand, for the differences in our experience. Fresh stable-manure contains some 70 per 
cent, of water, 25 per cent, of vegetable and animal matters, and 5 per cent, of salts and 
mineral substance. If we put it on a cloths-trainer, and slowly wash it with the rain of a 
watering-pot, we shall dissolve out a portion of the organic matter, (some 2 per cent.,) and 
a portion of the salts, (some 4 or 5 per cent.,) and we shall, besides, drive through the cloth 
some of the fine particles of the manure that do not actually dissolve ; but the coarse parts 
will remain on the strainer. The same happens on the ground. The most active fertihzing 
elements are carried into the soil in solution, the undissolved matters which exist in a stale 
of fine division are roechanicallv carried into the soil to an extent depending upon its poros- 
ity, while the coarse matters^the straw of the litter — remain on the surface. 

Now, what happens to the dissolved matters, consisting of humic acid, which gives the 
brown color to dun^-liquor, and of carbonates, phosphates, and sulphates, of ammonia, 
potash, lime, magnesia, and soda t Are they liable to run to waste f No more, it would ap- 
pear, than if the manure was buried in the soil. Not so much, in fact, as in the latter case, 
because the^ have more soil to pass through before they can escape into the springs. If the 
soil is Hoe m texture, has enough fine earth, or rather that retentive power over the soluble 
matters of manure which resides in the fine earth, and which enables good soil to filter out 
and hold in its pores these soluble matters, so that you can put dung-heap liquor into a leach- 
tub half full of such earth, and pure drinkable water will run out below, then you need fear 
no waste. But if the soil is coarse in texture, and water runs through it very rapidly, and 
dung-heap liquor is not much clarified and sweetened by passing it, then the manure may 
suffer decided loss. 

Yet again, in case of the coarse, open soil, if it be full of grass-roots or grain-roota, which 
are ready to absorb the dissolved matters as soon and as fast as the spring rains descend, 
you may lose, indeed, some manure ; but you may also do well to lose a part of it, in order 
to put another greater part where the growing crops will be certain to pay back for all the 
expenditure and give a margin of profit besides. 

On light, unretentive land, bare of vegetation, do not apply manure to the surface dur- 
ing thn winter. A principal benefit of stable-manure to such soil consists in mixing with 
' the bulky, insoluble matters of the dung and litter which are of the most porous and moist- 
ure-holding character, and which operate to counteract the leachy and drougbty qualities of 
the soil. On such land hold the manure in reserve, carefully protected by cover if practica- 
ble, and bury it in the soil where the pushing roots of the new-sown crops will find it, and 
where it will be food to the plant not only, but drink also, in virtue of its hygroscopic na- 
ture, all the summer through. The presence of abundance of stable-manure in such a soil 
enables it to hold a much greater proportion of the rain that falls upon it; less rain runs off 
into the streams ; there is less leaching, therefore, of plant-food ; at the same time there is in- 
ciease of plant-drink. This point can only be appreciated when we know that the evapo- 
ration of water through the foliage of crops amounts to 5,000,000 pounds per acre eveiy 
season, and must go on whether there is rain to supply it or not. 

After having, by any proper system of management, so altered the texture of leachy soil 
that it will hold almost all the water that falls upon it ; after having incorporated with it 
vegetable matter in considerable quantities, and mixed it with coal-ashes — leached ashes, per- 
haps — so that the soil has a great many fine pores, and so that the rain penetrates it slowly, 
aud but little runs away altogether, then we nave practically a different condition of things, 
and need not fear loss by drainage. The more the soil approaches that state which is im- 
plied by the term '' loamy," tbe more we can risk our manure upon the surface when the 
crop is not there. 

One effect of tbe surface-application of manures upon soils w^c^ ||^^\iF<Sl]K <x^°P^ 



DIGEST OF STATE BEPORT& 435 

with orops, or upon soils not thus occupied, if they are retentive of the element of fertility, 
has been mentioned by Dr. Hatch. That is, a decided effect on the texture of the soil. The 
German farmers have a special word for it ; they call it " fermentation,** and have written 
books upon it. There is a kind of texture which is proper to land in g^ood condition, some- 
thing like that which you find in a well-cultivated garden. It is a thing which is rather dif- 
ficult to describe ; but, when you once understand what it is, you can easily identify it. It 
is a sort of mellowness of the soil. If you take up a board which has been lying in a walk, 
you will see a difference between the soil underneath that board and the soil close at hand. 
There is a friability, a fineness, or something about that soil which is apparently very agree- 
able to the roots of plants. Dr. Hatch remarked that sod upon whicn manure had been 
lying durine the winter broke up more easily and was a different sort of thing from sod 
where this had not happened. 

This quality depends chiefly upon the protection which the cover, be it board, stone, or 
manure, affords against the dashing of the rain, which compacts and puddles the surface, 
and against the drying effects of sun and wind, which tend to foima crust. The shelter 
keeps the earth uniformly moist, and as friable at the surface as it is below, or as it^ nature 
admits. It also favors the burrowing of earth-worms, g^ubs, and other insects at the sur- 
face, which otherwise must go deeper to enjoy the moisture they require. This shelter, then, 
of surface-strewn litter is a cheap tillage, or takes the place of tillage to some extent, and 
on soils of a certain texture is very favorable, or at least it is thought to be by many intelli 
gent practical men. 

Professor W. H. Yeomaus read an exhanstive paper on the subject of 
night-soil, in which he gives in detail the various modes of composting 
and preparing it as a fertilizer. A practice wliich he has followed to 
a considerable extent, and one which ho recommends to all, is to furnish 
a quantity of earth and compost material, depositing it under cover, 
and of easy access, where the slops of the house are daily deposited, 
and so absorbed. When the same is sufficiently saturated it can be re- 
moved, and the operation repeated, being careful to have it fully pre- 
pared before the setting in of winter. Another method is, instead of 
placing the absorbent in a pile, to put it in barrels, into which the urine 
is to be poured, and which can be emptied as desired. Some years since 
he tried this method, by filling, at the commencement of winter, a barrel 
with coal-dust, upon which urine was poured, until the same was thor- 
oughly saturated and frozen solid, when it was abandoned. In the 
spring the same was used to plant corn by putting about one pint in the 
hill, dropping the corn directly upon it The result was, that hardly a 
spire of corn made its appearance. It had been as thoroughly killed as 
it would have been with the same amount of the best guano. He 
planted the piece over, however, by striking into the hill with the hoe, 
dropping in the corn, and again covering. This time the corn came uj), 
grew vigorously, and maintained throughout the season a dark, green, 
rich color. Another season he tried chip-dirt, saturated in the same 
manner, side by side with superphosphate, with very nearly equal appli- 
cations in quantity, and could discover no appreciable dilfereuce in the 
growth of the corn or in the general result. Of the two, that where the 
urine was used, as in the previous case, was of a deeper and richer color 
while growing. 

Mr. Gold gave the following method for the preservation and prepa- 
ration of night-soil : 

I made a tight box of plank about fifteen inches deep, which I put under the privy, which 
opens broad and flat to the rear into a room adapted to preserving and storing dry earth, and 
also the contents of the box. In the privy I keep a barrel of dry earth, sifted coal-ashes, 
or something of that kind, which is thrown upon the deposit in the vault every day, at 
least, and oflener, if necessary ; and the contents are removed and thoroughly mixed with 
the dry earth, which is also thrown in from the rear as often as once a week, and piled up in 
the building. The arrangement is a very simple and cheap one, and, so far, promises very 
good results. I And no trouble from odor ; it is thoroughly restrained by the application 
of the dry earth or sifUd coal-ashes. You know that when nothing of this kind is used it 
becomes compact and forms large masses, difficult and unpleasant to separate and spread in 
the field ; but the application of the dry earth forms an excellent division, so that when the 
deposit is removed it can be done without ofifenso, and may be manipulated ai^ worked oy^r 
without difficulty and piled up in a very convenient form for application^d by VjOOglL 
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SpeakiDg of the value of night-soil as a fertilizer, Mr. Clift said : 

I have been in the habit for five and twenty years of utilizing!: night-soil — taking the con- 
tents of the privy as prepared, and spreading them in the garden, upon my mowing-fields, 
and using them in the cultivation of almost all kinds of crops, especially garden-crops, and 
I have eaten and my family have eaten very freely of the various kinds of vegetables and 
fniit« that have grown on this soil, which is pretty thoroughly saturated with night-soil. 
I have never discovered that it has done me or them any harm. The celery that is grown 
with this kind of fertilizer I know to be of very fine flavor, and I prefer to use it ra>ber 
than any other in the cultivation of celery in trenches, where the application has been not 
only of the solid contents of the privy, but the liquid manure, of course very greatly 
diluted, applied to the growing crop. It makes very good celery, it makes good potatoes, 
it makes good sweet com, good cabbages, good turnips, aud good everything that I want to 
grow in the garden ; aud if it has done my family any barm, I have never found it out. 

Dr. Eiggs spoke as follows of tbe earth-closet system and the value of 
night-soil when prepared in this way : 

The earth-closet system is true in theory, and it is true in every way ; but, unhappily, it 
has never been applied until lately, aud now not perfectly. The vaults of our privies should 
be so arranged that they should be regular manure- factories, and so that a man can go into 
them in the winter time and manipulate the manure by mixing dry earth wiih it. This earth- 
no matter if it is nothing but light, loamy soil, what we call yellow dirt, it is just as good — 
should be dry. When it is dry, it mixes with the night-soil and deodorizes it completely ,so much 
so, that you could carry it in a snuff-box and present it to your neighbor, and he could not 
tell of what it was composed. Now, other manures should be deodorized in the same way, 
but night-soil especially should havejhat treatment, and should be saved, as was suggested 
by the author of the paper which was read this morning. The cellar for the composting of 
that material should be so arranged that it can be easily removed ; we should have it under 
control. I would not place any lime in that chamber of night-soil except in the form of 
sulphate of lime. Coal-ashes have considerable alkali, but it is in the form of carbonate of 
lime. The composition of coal-ashes is carbonate of lime, alumina, and oxide of iron — 
valuable as far as it goes, aud very valuable on light, sandy soil. Like tbe application 
of other carbonates, it makes light land heavier and mere adhesive, and it has the contrary 
effect on clajs ; but I should not compost it with any manure any more than I would lime. 
A point in which I think they are lacking in the stables we have visited, although 
the management is excellent, is this ; the manure lacks packing. It is the carbonate of lime 
that causes that evaporation or the development of gases, and if it was thoroughly packed 
by thoFC pigs, (that is their true field of action, ) they would find their manure much richer and 
much stronger when they undertook to get it out than they will under the pressent arrange- 
ment. That has been my experience. I have tried lime in (iompost heaps where there was 
nothing but vegetable matter, and it is very valuable, but in night>soil it is perfectly de- 
structive to its fertilizing qualities ; that is, in the main. I think it causes Iohh, so that it is 
not as good, or certainly no better than road-scrapings, or the soil that we get by tbe side of 
our ferces. I think that we ought to have a proper reservoir made, not merely large enough 
for the excrement, both liquid and solid, to be kept during the year, but to give room for its 
manipulation, by throwing on this dry earth to deodorize it. Copperas, sulphate of iron, is 
very good, better than anything else, to deodorize a vault. You may take the strongest 
manure, and put in a few quarts of pulverized copperas, either in the form of a solution or 
a fine powder, and it will deodorize it so completely without any earth at all that you will hardly 
know what you are shoveling. It is better than plaster in a cellar like the one of which I am 
speaking. It costs more, but you can buy it by the quantity at about a cent and three- 
quarters or two cents a pound. You will find that copperas-water, or copperas sprinkled 
over it, will deodorize it so completely that your men will not object to working in it. 

Mr. Weld, of New York, gave his method of securing and preserving 
the contents of the privy as follows : 

I think a vault is a nuisance. There is a box which slides under the privy, which I orir 
inally had on runners, but I found it more convenient to knock the runners ofi^ and slip toe 
box on a stone-boat and carry it off. The box is 4^ or 5 feet long, 2 feet wide, and 14 inches 
deep. There is a constant supply of dry earth kept in the privy, and when any member of 
my family uses the closet, a dipper of eaith is thrown in. It is not a very di!«agreeable thing 
to do, nor is there anything disagreeble about keeping the box clean. The stone-boat is 
brought down, the box is raised by a crow-bar, for it is rather heavy to lift, the stone-boat 
shoved under, and the box is carried off, and the contents put on the top of the ground, or 
worked right into the garden. The manure does not deteriorate if left on the buiface. Tbe 
box is emptied a good many times a year, although I have but a small family. And the 
nwre dirt goes in the better it is, it strikes me. It works easily. I frequently go in, and t« 
the disgust of the man whose business it is to keep the earth-box full, throw on half the «on- 
tents of the box so as to be sure to have dirt enough. It is always crumbling, so that therr 
is no trouble about applying it. i r^r^r^it:> 
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As to the nse of coal-ashes, I find that coal-ashes alone do not do verj well. Even in the 
winter time if coal-ashes are nsed and thers comes a warm spell, there will be a little too much 
disagreeable odor, and we are so free from odor that we are fastidious. But even with coal- 
ashes alone there will bo nothing like the odor from an ordinary privy. But coal-ashes mixed 
with one-quarter earth are perfectly efficacious in cold weather, and even in warm weather. 
Coal-ashes mixed with wood-ashes we do not use at all ; we only use the coal- ashes that 
come from base-burning stoves, where the fire is not kindled every day. I should think that 
a moderate per cent, of putash would interfere with the effect of coal-ashes seriously. I cousider 
that earth mixed with tne manure in that way does not interfere with that kind of fermenta- 
tion which would destroy any seeds of disease which might be in the manure; and I pre- 
sume that if the London sewage could be in any way caused to ferment before it is applied 
to the grass, there would be no difficulty, except what arises from the application or too 
much of anything which produces excessive growth ; and it is a question whether the typhoid 
fever of London, which is said to be caused by the milk, is not due to an excessive applica- 
tion of manure causing an unhealthy growth of vegetation, which produces similar effects.' 

In regard to the saving of liquids, chamber-lye, and such things, I think that certainly 
they onght never to be mixed with solid manure, because it makes such a disagreeable thing 
to handle : but if a load of muck can be placed under cover somewhere, where the chamber- 
pail can be carried, or even a load of ordinary stable-manure, it will absorb an immense 
quantity of chamber-lye and slop-water. It had better be composted afterward, unless you 
want to use it very rich. 

Professor Johnson said: 

In saving night-soil by the earth-closet system, the earth must be fine and dry, and 
enough of it must be used each time to take up all the liquids, so that the mass always ap 
peois dry on the surface. I have used the ashes of anthracite and of Franklin coal with 
entire success. • • • The manure thus made is not concentrated, and does not compare 
at all with guano, for the reason that the four ounces of fseces and the pound of urine sup 
plied in one stool receive, I should say, some two pounds of earth to ausorb and deodorize 
them, while the fseces contain but 1 per cent, of phosphoric acid, and 1.5 of nitrogen, and 
the urine but 0.6 per cent, of nitrogen, and not more than 0.1 of potash and 0.5 of phos- 
phoric acid. These quantities simply manure the earth used to defecate the excrement. In 
a sample of earth that had been passed six times through an earth-closet I found but 0.17 per 
cent, of phosphoric acid, 0.09 per cent, of potash, and 0.*24 of nitrogen, of which last one-third 
was in the form of ammonia, or pa.Hsed into that form on treatment with an alkali. Dr. Gil- 
bert found that such use of earth by generously -fed persons increased its proportion of nitro- 
gen by about 0.15 per cent., the earth being used in such limited quantitv that it remained 
moist throughout. Dr. Voelcker found that soil from the earth-closet of a prison gained 
about 0.7 of nitrogen with each repetition of its use ; the gain of phosphoric acid was 0. i 1 
per cent. 

The limits of this work forbid farther quotations from many other 
able and valuable papers contained in this report. The address of Pro- 
fessor Johnson, the essay of Rev. William Clift on the subject of "Mji- 
rine Manures," the discussion on the general subject of plowing in green 
crops for manure, and the value of salt, lime, ashes, gypsum, or other 
mineral fertilizers, bones, guano, superphosphates, and other commer- 
cial fertilizers, will all have to be passed over with this very brief men- 
tion. 
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Department of Lands and Agriculture— Victoria : Second Annual Report of the 
Secretary for Agriculture, Melbourne. By authority. John Ferres, Government printer. 
1874. 364pp.,8vo. 

Subjects treated, style, printing, binding, illustrations, all make this 
report a credit to those engaged in its production, especially when it is 
remembered that the colony only dates back to 1788, and that the office 
of ^'secretary of agriculture" was created only eighteen months before 
this report was issued. Coming from that remote Australian world, of 
which Victoria forms only the southeastern portion, where not only the 
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seasons, but mach of nature besi<le, are the reverse of ours, this report 
is strangfely interesting to ns^ We are often recalled to note that their 
spring is our fall, and their summer our winter, and to wonder at differ- 
ences in our climates ; yet similarities in some fruits and products, and 
wants similar to ours to make their department more effective in ex- 
tending its benefits and increasing agricultural knowledge and Rkill 
among the farming classes, make them seem not so very strange after 
all. In tl^at newer field and youuger department we find passages of 
experience like our own, and see that already are they learning the evils 
of continual cropping, and dreading the cost in time, labor, and money 
needed to restore the earth's productiveness by a better system of tillage 
and plentiful manuring. The management of farmers' clubs, and fairs, 
and best modes of encouraging improved cultivation by prizes, are also 
considered. Appeals are made for increased force in the department; 
for establishing an agricultural and botanical museum; aud for au ex- 
perimental farm, where foreign seeds and plants may be tested under 
the supervision of the department itself. Wishing it success iu all 
these directions, we turn to the subjects treated in the report. 

**Hop-culture is making rapid strides iu Victoria ;'' but with a prospect 
of requiring frequent renewals of the plants. 

Flax culture has not yet been satisfactory. "Failure has been attrib- 
ute, generally, to the excessive dryness of the spring and early sum- 
mer months, and the frequent recurrence of hot winds," to which are 
added '^ the scarcity of labor, and the want of implements to supersede 
hand-work in the operations of harvesting and after-treatment." " The 
improved flax-pulling plow," by Mr. Gray, of South Australia, is com- 
mended ; but as premiums of '£150, £100, and £50, respectively, are 
offered for fiax-barvesting machinery, we suppose it is not all that is 
desired. 

Vineyards flourish, free from disease, (except occasional "black spot" 
and Oidium tuoA^eri,) aud especially from that scourge, the PhylloMra 
vastatrix; and as the vines 'increase iu age, the wines bid fair to equal, 
if not excel, the best wines of Europe. 

The manufacturers of beet-sugar have not yet been able to secure the 
government premium of £5,000, less than 100 tons being produced "by 
any one factory, from beets grown in Victoria ; " whereas 500 tons are 
required, or at least 100 tons for a proportional part. 

The first silk-worm eggs (called "grains") were introduced by Mrs. 
Neill, in 1873 ; and though successful, there has not been sufficient time 
for much progress. 

Wool-growing is an important interest in Victoria, as in Australia 
generally ; but is menaced by the increase of parasitic diseases among 
sheep, especially the fluke- worm, hydatids, and, latterly, a stomach 
"thread- worm," (filaris.) The causes assigned are increased humidity of 
some seasons ; fencing " runs, " so as to confine the sheep to infested 
pastures ; and extirpating salty and bitter herbs by overstocking, or by 
introducing tame grasses. Remedy and prevention are to be sought in 
drainage, in the restoration of bitter and saline plants, (hoarhound is 
specially named,) in abundance of fresh and clean pasturage, and in dis- 
pensing with dogs, whose "droppings" contain eggs of the parasites. 
For cure, the following medicines are prescribed : Dissolve 12 ounces 
niter in 100 ounces water, to which add 50 ounces sulphur. Stir well, (as 
sulphur is insoluble,) and give a one-ounce dose four timee, at intervals 
of ten days, the sheep to l^ allowed access, all the time, to a mixture of 
salt with 10 per cent, of sulphate of iron. "This remedy has proved 
marvellous in its results, every sheep which has been treated having 

Digitized by LjOOQIC 



RECENT RURAL PUBLICATIONS. 439 

recovered." Id another case, one gentleman *4ost last year £10,000 
worth of sheep ; this year nnder treatment, his losses have been aiider 
£10." The other effectual remedy is, make as strong a decoction of 
hoarhouud as possible, by boiling the herb well ; and with a bullock 
horn give each sheep a wine-glass full on an empty stomach, three or 
four times, at intervals of three days. The salt and sulphate of iron is 
to be used with this remedy, which has proved a specific, also, in all 
cases of worms. It was first suggested by noticing that sheep in a 
paddock where there was abundance of hoarhound were healthy and 
strong, while most of the others were badly affected, another hint to 
supply pastures with plenty of such bitter and salty herbs as sheep will 
eat. 

The following native grasses (handsomely illustrated in the report) 
might prove worth a trial in some sections of our country. We condense 
the descriptions, and remind the reader that their summer is our winter. 

Poa Atistrali^ — Broad-leaved meadow-grass. — Perennial ; flowers in 
December ; average height at time of flowering 3 feet ; leaves smooth, 
fiat and very long. Thrives on rich soil, in high, cold, and dry situa- 
tions. A nice tender grass when young. The herbage is of little value 
when suffered to grow old. If grazed or cut down close ©very year, 
it would afford a good supply of valuable winter food. 

Festuca dives — native oat-grass. — Perennial ; in flower during Decem- 
ber; general height 6 feet; grows on the Australian Alps and the 
mountainous country east of Melbourne. Although a large plant, every 
portion of the leaves and stem is succulent and tender, and it does not 
grow in coarse tussocks. On rich land it ought to yield a very large < 
crop of hay ; for which it is better adapted than grazing. The writer is 
of opinion that when cultivated, it will be one of their best fodder- 
grasses. 

Dichelachne crinita. — ^Perennial ; flowering in December, and seeding 
freely. In favorable (that is, rather dry) situations, this grass grows 
over 3 feet high, standing the heat well. It is an excellent pasture- 
grass, thrives well with kangaroo-grass, and flowers about the same 
time. The two make excellent hay, or, if grazed, a very fattening 
mixture. 

Danthonia ra^mosa — Bunch dantlionia. — Perennial; usual height of 
stem 1 to 2 feet; flowers in December, sometimes earlier; a good seed- 
bearer. This is the principal grass of which a large portion of Victorian 
pastures is composed. It is very hardy, and bears overstocking better 
than any other grass. If attended to, it would make a close turf. Its 
nutritive properties are considerable. It appears to thrive with rye, 
grass, and clover, which many native grasses will not do. 

Anthistiria AustraliSj A. ciliata — Kangaroo-grass. — Perennial ; average 
height under 3 feet, but on rich, nnstocked land much higher, with 
strong, penetrating, fibrous roots ; in flower during December. It forms 
generally but few perfect seeds, and these do not germinate readily. It 
is the finest and most useful of all the indigenous gi-asses. It begins to 
vegetAte early in November, when all stock should be taken away until 
it is in tiower. From that time until winter it proves an excellent fat- 
tening grass. It keeps green during the summer, but turns a little 
brown in autumn, when its nutritive qualities are at the highest. With 
a sufficiency of this grass, a little turned by the sun, the working power 
of horses and cattle can be taxed to the utmost. They keep in better 
condition, doing hard work, on this than on any other description of 
native forage. If closely grazed by sheep or cattle all the year round 
it soon dies out. . n,n,n]f> 
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Paspalum dilatatum. — A perennial, rather late springing grass, with 
plenty of radicle leaves; roots numerous, strong, penetrating; stems 
about 2 feet liigh; begins to flower in January, and continues to pro- 
duce seed until the end of March ; keeps green during the hot weather. 
This, in my opinion, is a very valuable grass; • * » a first-class 
grass for grazing purposes. 

Poa Brownii, Eragrostis Brownii^ is said to produce abundant foliage, 
to keep its verdure during the driest summers, to be a good fattening 
grass, and to bear hard feeding. 

The following table may serve to show the general character of the 
climate, and especially the extremes of heat and cold, and the amount 
and times of rainfall,- to which the foregoing grasses are usually sub- 
jected. The climate of Melbourne, where the observations were 'made, 
is approximately that of Victoria. 

The following table gives the maximum and minimum temperature, 
(as shown by a self-registering thermometer, in the shade,) and the 
rain-fall, for each month in 1873, at Melbourne, Victoria: 



Date. 



Janaarj 90... 
February 16., 

'March 5 

April 7 , 

Mays 

Jane I 

July3l 

Angruat 28.... 
September 28 
October 16... 
November 4.. 
December .... 



S 



101.0 
102 4 
95.9 
85.1 
70.6 
68 
63.9 
71.5 
79.5 
89 8 
84.0 
101. S 



a 
i 



47.1 
49.1 
43.4 
42 3 
37.6 
37.0 
30.2 
39.6 
34.5 
35.6 
42.6 
44.9 



e«' 
5i 



6S.8 
68.0 
62.6 
61.2 
56.0 
53.4 
47.8 
529 
54.6 
59.7 
58.3 
67.3 



& 



2.068 
4.667 
1.836 
2.067 
1.310 
S.6RS 
1.399 
S.079 
SlSTS 
3.921 
1.409 
a593 



The following, on agricultural education by the state, is conclusively 
stated : 

It is high time, now that the churchy the law, and the sword have their coUege^ sap- 
ported by the state, that the plow shoald.have hers ; for I contend it is as much a matter of 

national policy to teach the people how to feed men scientifically as lo kill them ; and that 
a knowledge of how and upon what we subsist is as essential to the moral well-being of a 
nation as is a knowledge of divinity and law. The instruction of the rural classes in th« 
principles which govern the practice of agriculture is a subject which I would commend 

to your serious consideration. 

And the following, on the taxation of the farmer's land instead of his 
skill and industry, is suited for " all meridians." The secretary proposes 
a classitication of lands, *^ according to their natural capabilities," as a 
basis for assessment and taxation, and adds : 

It seems to me a monstrous thing that a man who, by the combined application of indus- 
try, capital, and intelligence, has converted a barren, schistose hill into a well-managed and 
productive vineyard, should be subject to a higher assessment than the person who owns 
or occupies the adjacent lands of equal natural fertility, or than one who owns a vast ex- 
tent of the most naturally-productive lands of the colony, because such landa are devoted 
to none other than pastoral purposes. It seems to me that under such a system a man*s 
industry is taxed, not the land, whibh, by the application of such industry, is made to pro- 
duce a higher return per acre than lands of equal or even greater productiveness. This 
subject is one which demands attention ; for it lies at the foundation of the unlocking of 
a vast, and, in the highest degree fertile, extent of territory, and its application to more 
profitable ends. 
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Such a system would hold out rewards to the iudustrions aud skill- 
ful, and be '' whip and spur " to the listless aud indolent land-owners of 
wild aud badly-tilled lands, whose would be the heaviest taxes and 
smallest products. 

The secretary notices approvingly the proposed system of interna- 
tional exchanges of reports and other agricultural docuuienis, and of 
field and forest products likely to be suitable and profitable. And un- 
der this head he ackhowledges the receipt of reports and seeds from 
this Department, and mentions forty specimens of Australian seeds, 
and thirteen species oi Eucalyptus^ besides seeds oX Eucalyptus globulus^ 
(blue gum,) and E, rostrata^ (red gum,) sent in return. 

The volume contains, besides the report of the secretary, the report 
of the chemist and a report on the state forests. Tiiese are followed 
by papers on agricultural education ; on hop-cultivation ; on agricultu- 
ral shows ; on worm-diseases in sheep ; on the white-eyebrowed wood- 
swallow, (an eminently useful insect-destroyer;) on flax and flax-ma- 
chinery ; digests of various laws and regulations aflecting farmers — all 
by the secretary of agriculture — and on Victorian grasses ; on diseases 
among stock; on orange-cnlture ; on Australian wood-boring beetles ; 
on the apple, (in which several American kinds are honorably named ;) 
on the meteorology of Victoria ; on silk-culture: on the state of agri- 
culture in the Burrnmbeet, Dean, and Smeatori districts, by various 
writers. By the foregoing it will be seen that this report, in its general 
outline and frame-work, is not much unlike the annual report of this 
Department. 

Sixth Annual Rbport on the Noxious, Beneficial, and other Insects of the 
State op Missouki, made to the State board of agrif^ulture, pursuant to au appropria- 
tion for this purpose fxom the legislature of the State. By Charles V. Riley, State Ento- 
mologist, Jefferson City. Refj^ Sl Carter, State printers, 1874. 8vo, pp. 169. 

A good report, creditable alike to it>s author and to the State ^vhich 
retains his services for its farmers and fruit-growers, and gives the re- 
sults of his labors in this neat and convenient form to the world ; for, 
at Mr. Biley's suggestion, the board of agriculture has published his 
report in this separate form. The adoption and extension of this plan 
by other States might prove economical, as the number of reports of 
dry " proceedings " might be much lessened, if separate, thus saving 
paper and press-work. 

Mr. Riley, and probably some other entomologists, including the one in 
this Department, make a curious misapplication of a new term — '^ insect- 
icide ^ — which we hope will be stayed before it overflows the analogous 
words " homicide," ** suicide," " infanticide," " regicide," &c. He ap- 
plies the word to the instrument or thing, instead oi the person using it. 
For the sake of precision in the meaning of words similarly derived, let 
the analogy of all the '* cides^ be preserved. 

In " Notes of the Year," Mr. Riley places supplementary notices of 
insects previously reported, as the codling moth, the Colorado potato- 
beetle, tbe cotton-worm, and the canker-worm, with notes of remedies 
proposed. Under the beading " Insects injurious to the grape-vine," he 
brings all the facts previously published and recently ascertained, that 
the grai>egrower may clearly see ^' all that is known of it at the pres- 
ent time." This portion is elaborately illustrated, aud has an appendix 
giving the diifereuttypesof the PAyWoa?cra, and descriptions of the " true 
grape-vines of the United States," from the pen of Dr. G. Bngelman, 
pointing out those which best resist insect-ravages, and should there- 
fore be selected as stocks on which to graft the more susceptible varie- 
ties. ^^ The blue caterpillars of the vine," comprises previous and late 
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observations on several species of grape-vine worms. Notices of the 
red-legged ham-beetle, the clover-hay worm, the legged maple-borer, 
the raspberry-root borer, the northern brention, and the jumping sa- 
raac-beetle, close his report on injurious insects. 

But one beneficial insect, the white-grub parasite, is noticed, and 
two harmless insects, Dominican case-bearer and the Yucca moth. 

The report closes with what, from its poetry and warmer style, ap- 
pears to have been most interesting to its author, and will probably be 
most so to the general reader — a notice of two beautiful hackberry 
butterflies, and four species of katydids, with illustrations of course. 
The latter he considers to be more appropriately named " tree-hoppers" 
than ^^grasshoppers," and that most grasshoppers should be classed 
among the destructive '• locusts," where, in fact, they really belong. 

The first illustrated <^ katydid," named the *^ angular-winged," is the 
insect very generally known elsewhere as the " stocking-weaver ;" the 
love-notes of the male being very like the continuous or elongated 
** chirr-r-rr " of the old common stocking-loom, when forming the *' stitch- 
es;" and the <' chick, chick" of the female, in reply, being like the 
sound of the change in the loom to form another row of ^^ stitches." So 
exactly similar are these sounds to those of the loom, that it is hoped 
that Mr. Riley will hereafter recognize their title to the popular name ; 
especially as he says that '< popular names are just as desirable for our 
better-known insects as for our common plants or larger animals. They 
have, indeed, otie advantage over scientific names, in that they do not 
fluctuate with every change in classification." It will be pleasing news 
to many that ^^ these insects make quite interesting pets, and if accommo- 
dated with a good-sized cage, will pursue their duties and their pleas- 
ures almost as unrestrainedly as if in their native tree-tops. • • • 
They will sit quiet while their cage is being cleansed and fresh supplies 
of leaves introduced. • • • I even succeeded in keeping some in a 
'warm room, feeding on apples, up to December 6, 1869, or more than two 
months after the unhoused specimens had ended their autumn feast and 
retired to endless rest." 

Another is the ^* narrow- winged katydid," most abundant in Northern 
New England, with its soft, low note, " zeep, zeep," seldom repeated 
more than twice in succession. It is not a full substitute for the real 
" katydid," ('* broad- winged,") so abundant in the Middle States, with 
its love-song of " katydid," in a high, sharp key, followed by •* katy- 
didn't," in a gruffer tone and lower key, and presumably by its partner 
in the discussion. 

The descriptive portion of the report closes with description and 
illustration of the << oblong- winged katydid," when a copious index clos^ 
the volume. 

The value of entomological knowledge is thus set forth by Mr. Biley, 
when treating of the Phylloxera, the great enemy of the grape-vines of 
Europe : 

Tbe Franco-Prussian war, with all its fearful consequences to France, has passed away. 
The live milliards of francs ($1,000,000,000) have been paid as indemnity to her victors, in 
so short a time that the civilized world looked on in wonder and astonishment ; yet this little 
Phyllvx*ira, sent over, doubtless in small numbers by some American nurseryman a few years 
since, continues its devastating work, and costs that unfortunate country millions of nancs 
annually. Tbe last German soldier has been removed, at terrible cost, it is tnie, Irom 
French soil, but the Phylloxera army remains ; and if another five milliard of francs oonld 
extirpate the last individual of this liliputian insect host from her soil, '*la belle France** 
would be cheaply rid of the enemy. Had the world, twenty years ago, possessed the knowl- 
edfi^e we at present have of this insect, and of its dan^rous power, a few francs might have 
originally stayed its invasion of that arreat vine-growing and wine-makine country. Needs 
there any more forcible illastratioii oFthe importance ot economic entomdogy T 
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Homes, and How to Make Them. By E. C. Gardner. Illustrated. Boston : Jamee 
B. Osgood & Co., 1874, pp. 314. 

A lively book on a weighty subject, or, rather, a grave subject so 
treated as to be interesting, sprightly, and even hamoroas at times. It 
is in the form of letters between an architect and his friends, Mr. and 
Mrs. John, who sabseqnently bring forward their fellow home-seekers — 
Mrs. John's *' sister Jane," and a " schoolmaster,'' who proves to be the 
particular friend of ^^ sister Jane," and lastly Mr. Fred and his wife, 
who are " eastern people westernized." Each, in sundry letters, pre- 
sents his or her peculiar wants and wishes in regard to a home, its con- 
veniences and adornments, and its size, from two rooms up to a goodly 
mansion ; on various locations, from a side-hill to a goodly elevation, 
and with or without basement or towers or mansard. All kinds of ma- 
terials are discussed — stone, part stone and wood, wood, stone and brick, 
and brick alone. The construction and material of each portion is con- 
sidered — foundation, cellar-walls and partitions, outside and inside 
walls, roofs, chimneys and flues, floors, ceilings, and partitions. The 
arrangement of kitchen and rooms, closets, pantries, &c., is attended to; 
painting and papering are considered, and warming and ventilation fully 
discussed. In short, nearly everything that pertains to the security, 
durability, comfort, convenience, internal and external beauty, cost, 
economy, and fitness of a home, is treated as fully as can be expected 
in a volume of this size. As the author says in his preface, ^' These 
letters between the architect and his friends are composed of hints and 
suggestions relating to the building of houses. Their aim is to give 
practical information to those about to build, and to strengthen the 
growing demand for better and truer work." He hopes, also, to move 
his readers '' to a more cordial hatred of whatever is false and useless, 
and love for the simple and true." 

His hatred of architectural lies and painters' shams is refreshing in 
these days of imitations of stone, marble, and grained woods ; and the 
reader can hardly fail to imbibe useful instruction with amusement, as 
the architect answers the various questions, combats the false tastes 
and wrong notions, and meets the objections of his correspondents, 
giving to each the needed information in regard to all the requirements 
of a good home. 

Report op the CoNDmoN op the ScA-Fii^fiERiES of the South Coast op New 
England in 1871 and 1872. By Spencer F. Baird, commissioner, with supplemental 
papers. Washinfi^n: Gh)yemment Printing-Office, 1873, pp.. 852, with maps and namer- 
OU0 iUnstrations. 

A goodly volume, which well sets forth tlie importance of the "agri- 
cultui'e of the sea " in this terse opening paragraph : 

The importance to the United States of the fisheries on its coasts can scarcely be exag- 
gerated, whether wo consider the amount of wholesome food which they yield, the peca- 
niary value of their prodncts, the number of men and boys for whom they famish profit- 
able occapation, the stimulus to ship and boat building which they supply, and, not the 
least of all, their service as a school for seamen, from which the merchant marine as well as 
the Navy of the country derive their most important recruits. 

The decrease of fishes on the coasts that have been long and heavily 
drained l)y human demands, is probably dependent on the habits of 
most if not all fishes to return to the same spawning-places year after 
year. Of late years the decrease has been more rapid on the coast here 
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reported, because of the iuereased population to be supplied ; the greater 
facilities by railways, and in the use of ice for packing, for extending 
sales into remote sections of the interior ; the waste and even reckless 
destruction of spawn and offish in endeavors to get the largest supply in 
the shortest tiuie; the manui*acture of oil and manure from fish ; and 
the diminished supply as food for other fishes, thus compelling the feed- 
ers to seek other places for feeding. 

As a thorough investigation of all these and other points was neces- 
sary to a correct result, the inquiries took a wide range. In addition to 
the above-named causes of decrease, the commission examined into the 
effects of changes in the temperature of the waters and of pollutions of 
waters by the waste of manufactories and the sewage of cities ; the 
amount and condition of fish-food ; the habits of the fishes, and the 
diversion likely to be caused in those habits by thech'anges above noted, 
and the interference of inventions for fishing. And the products of 
some of these investigations were also used to add to the collections 
for the Kational Museum at Washington, and for other important 
museums elsewhere. 

The conclusions arrived at, as to the proper mode of preventing farther 
decrease, and insuring an increased supply of food-fishes, the commis- 
sioner has embodied in an act, (which has been submitted to, and amended 
and approved by, the best authorities among all parties most interested,) 
which is to be made a law and enforced by the States of Massachusetts, 
Ehode Island, Connecticut, and New York. This act is to provide for 
the prohibition of capturing fish in traps and ponds, from 6 p. m. on 
Friday until 6 a. m. on Monday — three nights and two days in each 
week — during the six weeks of the spawning season. This measure, all 
admit, will allow a gradual increase of the number of all fishes, without 
material interference with the interests of any persons interested, except, 
perhaps^ a few middle-men. Intelligent fishermen gaVSe assurances that 
they would gladly welcome a law to that effect. To secure its easy and 
certain enforcement, all ponds and traps are to be licensed, and an in- 
fraction of the law is to work forfeiture to the State, and a transfer of 
the license to the informer. This will render official surveillance by the 
State nearly unnecessary — the law will almost enforce itself. 

Should these Stsites neglect or refuse to enact such a law, it is then 
urged that Congress pass a law absolutely prohibiting <' the erection of 
any fixed apparatus for taking fish, after a period of one or two years, 
on the south side of New England and on the shores of Long Island, 
which constitute the spawning-grounds of the shore-fishes referred to." 
The '^ one or two years," would allow the present owners to wear out or 
use up their apparatus ; and the absolute prohibition following, would 
restore the original abundance in much less time than the more gradual 
measure proposed for State action, while it would leave all fishing open 
to fishing by hook and line, seines, and gill-nets exclusively. Thus the 
markets would be more regularly supplied, and the business and its 
profits be divided among a greater number of persons. Absolute pro- 
hibition by the United States is required, that it may be able easily to 
enforce the law. An occasional patrol along the coast by vessels of the 
revenue department, to confiscate all apparatus used in violating the 
law, would be all that is requisite. 

There are many other matters of interest in the report, and many 
valuable papers elicited by the inqnirj*, but this brief notice of the re- 
port proper of the commissioner will suffice to indicate what will meet 
the reader's attention should he incline to consult the volume itsel£ 
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Procerdikos of the Florida Fruit-growers' Convention and Association, held 
AT Pilatka. November 10 to 12, 1874. Jacksonville, FI a., office of the Florida 
Agricnltarist, 1874. Double colamn, large 8vo, pp. 26. 

A pampblet full of needed valuable information, so that large 
extracts may not be amiss. The convention, held on November 
10 and Jl, organized a fruit-growers' association for the State, which 
closed the meetings on the 12th, after choosing Mr. P. P. Bishop, San 
Mateo, president, and Mr. 0. Codrington, Jacksonville, corresponding 
secretary. 

Cotton and sugar, already largely produced in West and Middle Flor- 
ida, and also in East Florida, were only named incidentally; the discus- 
sions turning mainly to the culture of oranges, grapes, and bananas, and 
the means by which they could be most cheaply and speedily transported 
to market. 

Mr. Means, of Orange Lake, in orange growing, prefers budding, 
protecting the trees for a year or two on the south side by a stake with 
a little moss suspended from it, and never lost a tree by cold. His 
grove is on the west side of the lake, but he thinks the east or south 
side better. He recommends northwest water protection, but if it can- 
not be had, then <* as high a point of land as possible, as the high 
lands are less liable to spring frosts than the low lands. He had bud- 
ded the same tree on the north and on the south side, and the frost had 
killed the bud on the south side, while the one on the north side had 
lived. He had never yet seen weather cold enough to kill two-year old 
trees, and thought that anywhere south of Pilatka one need never lose 
a tree by cold." He advised trimming sparingly, as the leaves served as 
a protection to the body of the tree, both from sun and frost. As to 
insects, the remedy is freedom from weeds and grass, and judicious 
manuring. " No insects were ever found on hardy, healthy trees." 

Mr. Strong, of Ban Mateo, read a paper on Florida and its produc- 
tions, in which he said, ^' It is in the line of fruit that East and South 
Florida will mainly operate. In this the orange is king, superior to all 
others, the most hardy, the easiest to cultivate, and the most profitable 
in its cash returns." He said that Florida is the only section in the 
Union where it can be grown to any great extent with success; and 
there is no fear of overstocking the markets, as consumers will in- 
crease more rapidly than the supply and facility for cheap transporta- 
tion to the North and West. 

Mr. Bidwell read an essay on grape culture, which is yet in its in- 
fancy, but very promising. He has tested forty varieties, and recom- 
mends the Hartford, Delaware, Crevelling, Ives, Concord, Rogers, (14, 
15j and 19,) and Telegraph, for early ; and Salem and Bogers No. 1 for 
late. He said, *^ I find an entire absence of mildew on either leaf or 
fruit, and, with the exception of a few varieties, a remarkable freedom 
from rot," and thinks that '^ the time is not far distant when thousands 
of acres will be devoted to its culture, and the grape will form an im- 
portant article of commerce." The season for planting is from November 
15 to March 1 ; the soil, high lands, or well drained ; if poor soil, man- 
ure well with a compost of leaves, muck, rushes, marsh-grass or stable- 
manure. He prefers stakes to trellis, and does not plant the crown 8 
inches below the surface. He plants the Augusta striped melon between 
the vines, and for the pa«t hve years has netted 40 cents apiece on his 
melons in the New York market. 

Of the Scuppernoug grape, Mr. Adams said that ^' a yield of 2,200 gal- 
lons wine to an acre had been known," and that ^^ 1,000 gulluns is a cer- 
tainty." He prefers the trellis for it and its varieties, and great distances 
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apart are required. According to Mr. Martin, "vines planted 40 feet 
apart will cover the whole ground in ten years." Mr. Martin also said, 
" I do not believe that any one knows when the Scuppernoug is fully 
grown. If it is properly manured and arbored there is no knowing how 
far it will spread." It ripens a fortnight earlier and makes a better wine 
than when grown in its native North Carolina. 

Mr. Eichelberger,ol'Ocala,read a paper on growing bananas. His grove 
is on " the southern exposure of a hill • • protected on all sides by 
high forest-trees," and some trees left standing in the plantation. (He rec- 
ommends the^tica^^pfi/^assuitafa^, if a protection of trees is to be grown.) 
In his grove he planted orange and banana rows alternately. He com- 
menced in 1852, but could raise no fruit. Twelve years after he began 
again, and sheltered his plants from cold during the winter by wrap- 
ping the stems with green moss; the plants became acclimated, and now 
produce fruit without any protection. If a tender top is nipped, about 
the 1st of February he cuts it oflf down to the living center-leaf, which 
then shoots up, " and if the plant is sufficiently maturefl it will bear 
fruit the same year, and no subsequent frosts will injure the plamt." He 
grows three varieties, but recommends the common banana as the best. 
On the contrary, Mr. Jamison <^ did not think much of the common 
banana," except for cooking, and declared ^Hhe Martinique is the best 
variety," but agreed with Mr. E. that "any kind can be cultivated here.'* 

Besides the discussions on fruits, modes of cultivation, protection, 
gathering, curing, and packing for market, diseases and insects, and 
their remedies, were also discussed. The orange " blight," (variously 
termed "die back," "damping off," &c.,) was treated by one individual 
as caused by an insect, (just as, some years ago, the "black knot" 
was supposed to be by many at the North,) but Mr. Fowler, of Port 
Orange, who said he could cause it in almost any case, and had some- 
times cured it, declared that the primary cause w£ts unhealthy soil, 
or bad treatment, producing a tendency to disease ; the sporea of 
fnngi already floating in the sap took advantage of this tendency, 
greatly aggravated its development, and then flourished all the more. 
An "imprudentuseof stimulating-manures" was also named as producing 
"blight." For "die back" Mr. Means would "bod below the place 
affected, and cut off the shoot above." Probably keeping soil and trees 
in a healthy condition is the only preventive yet known. The sub- 
ject is an important one for subsequent investigation. 

Naturally enough in a convention of enthusiastic Americans, our 
Florida friends have pointed out some duties for the National Oovem- 
ment in the way of aiding their cause. The following plan is accord- 
ingly commended by them to the Commissioner of this Department and 
to Congress. 

Other departments have agencies in the States, and so should agri- 
culture be represented. Hence "a district of miles in aix?a" should 

be located in Florida, with sections "appropriated to the different classi- 
fications of the floras" — a vast botanical garden, in short — "a pleasant 
resort for visitors, as well as * * • useful for us, here at home." Other 
regions of the Union would require similar representations of their pe- 
culiar productions, and thus a number of branches of the National 
Agricultural Department would be established, where experiments could 
be tried under more favorable conditions than are possible at .Washing- 
ton ; and it was suggested that an orange-grove in connection with the 
Florida branch could be made to defray its entire cost. As the subject 
was referred to a committee, a report will probably unfold the whole 
plan more fully hereafter. 
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American Pomolo'sical Society.— Proceedings of the foarteeuth session and quarter- 
eentennial celebration. Edited by Henry T. WilltamSi secretary pro Urn., and puohsbed 
by the society. 

In compliance with the iDvitation of the Massachusetts Horticultural 
Society, the fourteenth session and quarter-centennial celebration of 
the American Pomological Society was held in tbe hall of the above- 
named association in Tremont street, Boston, on September 10, 1873, 
and tbe three following days. Tbe meeting was largely attended, as all 
horticultural, pomological, agricultural, and kindred associations in the 
United States and British Provinces had been invited to send delega- 
tions, as large as they might deem expedient, and fb all persons inter- 
ested in the cultivation of fruits seats had been proffered in the con- 
vention. The various societies of the country having also been invited 
to bring specimens of fruits, nearly the entire available space of both 
halls of the Massachusetts society was occupied with the overflowing 
abundance of pomological contributions, so that the convention was 
forced to meet in Wesleyan Hall, immediately adjoining. Here the 
assembly was called to order at 10 o'clock a. m., by the president, Hon. 
Marshall P. Wilder, who introduced Mr. W. 0. Strong, president of the 
Massachusetts Horticultural Society. Mr. Strong briefly addressed the 
delegates, giving them a cordial welcome to their city, to their homes, 
and the well-known hospitality of the people of Boston. President 
Wilder responded, after which he announced the committees on creden- 
tials, record of fruits exhibited, and on nomination of officers. The 
society then adjourned to Faneuil Hall, where a reception was tendered 
by the mayor of the city. Tbe reception was largely attended, yet 
informal, and occupied but a brief time. An address of welcome was 
delivered by the mayor, and responded to by the president of the 
society. 

* Mr. Wilder, in the course of his biennial address, delivered during the 
afternoon session of the convention, thus alludes to the early history 
of the society : 

The idea of a pomological convention appears to have occurred to individuals in different 
States at about the same time, as new ideas in regard to progress frequently do. Thus, in 
the summer of 1848, consultation was had with Andrew Jackson Downin^^, the great Amer- 
ican landscape-gardener, and editor of the Horticulturist, then on a visit to the city of 
Boston, in regard to the chaotic condition of our pomology ; the want of accurate and well- 
defined knowledge of our fruits, whereby correct conclusions could be drawn as to their 
various merits ; the best means for improving the condition of fruit-culture, and the expe- 
diency of establishing an American society, bo that by interchange of experience and more 
cordial intercourse, by general consent we might preserve those fruits which were valuable, 
discard those which were worthless, correct the confused nomenclature, and establish a 
pomology for our whole country. To establish such a society was a great work, but it was 
considered as the only means which could accomplish the desired object. A correspondence 
was immediately opened with some of the prominent agricultural and horticultural societies, 
and with the leading nurserymen and pomologists of our land. This resalted in the pro- 
posal of the American Institute of Now York to have a convention held under its auspices 
m that city. Pursuant to these arrangements a circular was issued, signed by committees 
of the Massachusetts, Pennsylvania, New Jersey, and New Haven horticultural societies, 
and the American Institute of New York, proposing to hold a '* great national convention of 
fruit-growers " in the city of New York October 10, Jb4S. Of the fiiteen persons whose 
names were appended to this call, three only remain. AU the rest have joined the great 
procession of the dead. 

The conventiou met, and the society was organized as the ^'American Congress of Fruit- 
Growers," by tbe choice of Marshall P. Wilder as president, a vice-president from each of 
the several States represented, and three secretaries. Of these, 8. B. Parsons and P. Barry 
are here to-day. 

The first national pomological assemblage, solely for the consideration of pomological sub- 
jects, met at Buffalo September 1, It^r', at the call of the New York State Agricultural So- 
ciety, and atUr an interesting session resolved to perpetuate itself under tbe name of the 
** North American Pomological Couvfutiun.*' But it was plain that there could be but one 
national organization that could carry due weight. A contisronce was therefore had, which 
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roHulted the next year in the consolidatioa of the two associations nnder the name of the 
"American Pomological Congress." The first meetincj^ of the united associations was held 
at Cincinnati, IH50. In consequence of a death in the family of the president, he was ab- 
sent, and Or. W. D. Brinckle was chosen to preside, but at the next meeting declined a re- 
election, and the present incumbent was again called to the chair, which lie has occupied to 
this date. 

Its Bessions, since the first three, have been held biennially. There have been three in New 
York City; one in Cincinnati; three in Philadelphia ; three, including the present, in Bos- 
ton ; two in Rochester; one in St. Louis, and one in Richmond. The first session in Phil- 
adelphia, in 1852, will ever be memorable as the occasion when a eulogy was pronounced, by 
the person who now addresses you, on Mr. A. J. Downing, one of the chief projectors of the 
society, whose sudden death had occurred a short time previous. At this session a constitu- 
tion and by-laws were adopted, and the name was chang:%d to the * 'American Pomological 
Society." 

In alluding to the progress made in the science of pomology, Mr. 
Wilder said that but few persons are aware of the great revolution which 
has taken place in fruit-culture since the establishment of this national 
association, or of the laborious efforts of the patient pioneers and inves- 
tigators who have spent their lives in the promotion of the art. Much 
of the rapid progress made was due to the influence of the agricultural 
press, now and hereafter to be a great power in the land. Tliere are 
those now living who can remember when tliere was not an agricultural 
or horticultural paper, nor a book on fruit-culture, published on this 
continent ; and many of those present also remembered the time when 
there were but few apples sent trora the western to the eastern coast. 
Comparing those days of scarcity with the present period of an over- 
flowing abundance of improved varieties of all kinds of fruits, the 
speaker said : 

But who can even estimate the progress of our art ; the importance of this industry to our 
nation ? Whose prophetic eye can survey the grand expanse which is to open on our course 
during the next twenty-five years f Ere that time shall have arrived, much of the unoccu- 
pied territory of our country, now greater in extent than that of all our present States, will, by 
the aid of our transcontinental railroads, be opened to cultivation, and Columbia River, Paget 
Sound, and the whole Pacific coast, with its untold treasures, be united with us in the great 
work of promoting the pomology of this laud. Give us twenty-five years more, and from 
ocean to ocean, from the Dominion to the Gulf, our hill-sides shall be clad with the vine, our 
great valleys adorned with orchards and gardens, and the fig, orange, and olive of the Soath 
and Pacific shores shall rival those of exotic growth. Give us twenty-five years more, and 
our catalogue of fruits shall be filled with native varieties, and dedicated to American pomol- 
ogists, who, by their labors and benevolent efforts, have contributed to the wealth of our 
country and the happiness of our people. 

In the report of the committee on rejected fruits and synonyms, 
special attention is called to the importance of the cultivation of a smaller 
number of varieties, and those of the better sorts. The committee state 
that during the eiirly period of fruit-culture in this country, a loug list 
of varieties was regarded as a special merit in any collection, and the 
nursery-man who could present the largest catalogue stood at the head 
of his profession. This led to the cultivation of many sorts of little 
value, and it became an object of importance to separate the valuable 
from the worthless. A great change has taken place of later years, and 
collections of fruit for profit, as well as for home use, have been reduced 
to a few select sorts, the amateur and pomologist only desiring a wider 
range. The lists which are now wanted are of such sorts as the culti- 
vators may plant for use. Rejected lists are no longer inquired for, 
and the committee is- of the opinion that really worthless varieties will, 
from their own want of value, find their proper level and be forgotten. 
As to the determination of correct synonyms, the committee give the 
following list, which was prepared by Mr. Charles Downing: 

Boston Pippin is a synonym of Golden Pippin, (p. 195, Downing ;) Belle Rose is a syno- 
nym of Primate ; Conic June is a synonym of Kirkbridge White ; Copp*B Mammoth is 
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synonym of Gloria Mnndi ; Early Baldwin is a synonym of Primate ; English King is a 
synonym of Alexander ; Highland Pippin is a synonym of Primate; Lodgers Eariy is a syn- 
onym of Snmmer Rose ; Montgomery Sweet is a synonym of Antamn Sweet Bough ; Shel- 
horne Sweet is a synonym of Spice Sweet ; Tennessee Early Red is a synonym of Early 
Strawberry ; Whitewater Sweet is a synonym of Wells* Sweet ; Yellow May pippin is a syno- 
nym of White Juneating ; the celebrated Southern Hoover is a synonym of Black Coal. 

A very elaborate report on the subject of pear-blight, its cause, rem- 
edy, and prevention, was presented by a committee appointed at the 
previous meeting of the association. The subject is one of great impor- 
tance, and seems to have been so thoroughly and Intelligently investi- 
gated that no apology is deemed necessary for giving the conclusions of 
the committee as they were laid before the convention : 

Pear-blight assume different forms, and, conseqaently, has different causes for its origin. 
One form attacks trees gradually ; its approach is slow and may be detected for months, 
and often daring the preceding season or growth, before the tree is fully affected. This 
form, which may be termed gradual blight, is seen at all seasons daring the period of active 
regetation, from early spring until September. The progress is usually arrested by a liberal 
top-dressing of liquid manure, so far as the roots extend, and a severe cutting back of the 
branches. This must be done whenever the tree assumes an unhealthy appearance. The 
cause, then, may be safely attributed to exhaustion, and the remedy consists in replenishing 
the exhausted supply of plant-food. This form of blight is often noticed in orchards left un- 
worked, and where the annual or biennial top-dressing with fertilizing agents has been with- 
held. 

Another, and this is the most fatal form, attacks a tree or a portion of it, suddenly, caus- 
ing the affbcted part to blacken in a few hours after the tree is struck. This is commonly 
termed fire-blight. This form is periodical in its attacks and migratory, as it seldom re- 
mains permanent in a locality, but leaves an interval of from ten to fifteen years between 
its occurrences. The greatest intensity is on its first appearance, which occurs usually 
when the firuit has attained half of its size. It decreases as the season of vegetation advances, 
but re-appears again the following summer with less of its previous intensity. After deci- 
mating a section of country during two consecutive seasons, there will be an interval of a 
series of years during which blight in its other forms may occur, but there will not be a 
wholesale destruction, as during the prevalence of epidemic blight. Every observation 
tends to the conclusiou that fire-blight is caused by zymotic fungus, whose presence is not 
detected until life is destroyed in the affected parts. This form offers a wide field for the 
investigations of microscopists, and from their future labors we hope to arrive one day at 
the origin of this fungoid growth. * * Boiled linseed-oil applied to the trunk and 

limbs has been tried near Norfolk, Va., with marvelous cures, as reported. We mention 
this instance of the use of an extraordinary ingredient, resulting in good effects, as con- 
trary to what is usually the result when using this app*lication on the body of trees, its ef- 
fects being to seriously injure the tree, if it does not destroy it. 

Still another form of blight is doubtless caused by mechanical actions, by the rupture of 
tissues consequent to a sudden superabundant flow of sap. This attacks only our most 
thrifty-growing trees, either in early spring, when vegetation first becomes active, or after a 
period of drought and partial stagnation of vegetation, when abundant rains suddenly 
force out a luxuriant growth. Moderately- vigorous trees are never attacked. It is often 
noticed in very vigorous trees that the bark of the trunk is split longitudinally. Whenever 
this is apparent such trees are always free from this form of blight, as the pressure upon the 
cellular and vascular tissues has been relieved. From a series of experiments, commenced 
in 1857, it is demonstrated that trees whose bark had been longitudinally incised and 
divided never showed any signs of this form of blight. 

Peculiar methods of culture undoubtedly influence the causes of blight, but upon this 
there exists a wide range of opinion. Clean culture and repeated stirring of the soil, while 
it may in many instances be conducive to most beneficial results, will often cause a total 
destruction of a pear orchard. In seasons of zymotic fungoid or fire-blight highly-culti- 
vated trees fall early victims to the scourge, while those cultivated in grass, with an annual 
top-dressing of manure, usually escape the contagion. 

The third form of blight, caused by mechanical action, is seldom found in orchards where 
the soil is left undisturbed, but is so common in gardens, or where the trees are thor- 
oughly worked, that it has become only a question of time for the entire destruction of one's 
orchard. 

In the Southern States this form of blight is the most destructive, as it has become 
epidemic to all highly- cultivated soils. Whenever the land is allowed to become coated with 
grass or weeds, but kept cut down every few weeks and an annual top-dressing of manure 
IS applied, the result has been most satisfactory, in an abundant crop of fruit and an almost 
entire freedom from blight. 

In an essay read before the convention by Mr. T. P. Qninn^ on the 
subject of the exhaustion of fruit-trees, the writer states that the^ail: 
29 a 
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ure of certain varieties of frait to bear maximum crops of well-devel- 
oped specimens every year, or even every alternate season, does not 
prove that such a variety is worthless ^nd should be placed among the 
rejected fruits, for with similar treatment this same variety, grown upon 
a different quality of soil in another locality, would yield abundantly of 
full-sized fruit. Failures arising from uncongeniality of soil and climate 
are strikingly numerous in every district where fruit-growing has been 
attempted in this country. These failures, Mr. Quinn thiaks, are mostly 
due to an exhaustion of the soil, and not to an exhaustion of the tree 
itself. The market-gardener who raises one, two, and even three crops 
from the same piece of ground during one season, succeeds only by 
means of a liberal use of fertilizers. Fruit-trees require nourishment 
as well as vegetables, and if the soil is exhausted of those qualities 
necessary to sustain life and produce fruit, they must not only become 
barren but eventually die if the proper food is not administered. 
Especially in pear-culture exhaustion and premature death of certain 
varieties are hastened by neglect in furnishing the soil with necessary 
fertilizing material, and allowing young trees to overbear. In the 
opinion of the writer this latter practice has permanently injured more 
pear-trees than all the other causes combined, and he thinks it cannot 
be too strongly condemmed. Still another and very prolific source of ex- 
haustion is in planting fruit-trees too far apart. On this point Mr. 
Quinn says: 

When apple-trees, for instance, are set 40 feet apart each way, and pear-trees 25 feet, there 
are wide intervening^ spaces between the trees, tnat, under the most favorable auspices of 
high culture, it will take at least a quarter of a centurjr for the trees to shade and oocudj 
the whole of the ground. Five or six years from the time of planting such an orchard, tiie 
old custom was, and bv the way it is very common now, to sow the orchard down to g^rftas, 
and keep this part of the farm in permanent meadow. In open ground, meadow is seldom 
left longer than four or five years without breaking up the sod, cropping for two or three 
more, and reseeding. But owing to the inconvenience of plowing among trees, and the un- 
certainty of getting hoed crops to grow in the shade of such, the sod in the ofchard is left 
unbroken five, ten, and twenty years. In these long terms, the more nutritious and better 
quality of grasses are gradually run out, and replaced by the more vigorous and inferior native 
sorts, mucn more formidable rivals in the contest for food than the former occupants — ^a fiict 
that tells jts own story from year to year in the starved appearance and unfruitfulneas of 
such trees. However, the crop of hay is cut annually, and hauled to the bam, and the 
apples gathered and taken away, while there is nothing returned in the shape of manure to 
make up, in whole or in part, for this annual drain upon the soil. Within my own compass, 
I know of dozens of apple-orchards that have been kept constantly in grass from twelve to 
twenty years, the grass cut and apples 'gathered, (when there were any to gather, ) and to 
my knowledge there has not, within an^ five years, been enough manure applied to raise 
one crop of potatoes, nor, during that time, as much labor given to the trees as would bo 
given to raising a single crop of com. Yet these very men, who are excellent grain-fiurm- 
ers, will stand and wonder why it is that apples don't grow and bear as they formerly did 
when they were boys, and that there is no use in tryin|f any more. Grass is bad enong^h, 
under the best treatment, in an orchard where manure is applied to the surface in liberal 
doses at regular intervals, but when this part is neglected, or overlooked, for a term of years, 
it will need no prophetic vision to foresee the final result. Meager crops of very indiffarent 
fruit will be the sum total of such treatment. * * * To make fruit-culture pi^ the 
highest profit, 1 am thoroughly convinced of the importance of close planting, and low- 
heading, so that when they reach the bearing-age the ground will be exclusively given up 
to the trees. Manure should be applied regularlv, and tne surface kept under the plow, run- 
ning this implement, among bearing trees, not deeper than two or three inches. 

Mr. O. W. Campbell, in an essay contributed by him on the subject of 
grapes, speaks very highly of the Lady grape, a new and hardy variety 
originated near Zanesville, Ohio. It is a pure Concord seedling, and 
in habit of growth and foliage is scarcely distinguishable from its parent. 
It is also regarded as equal in vigor, health, and hardiness. Color, light 
green — would be called, white — bunch, rather less than Concord ; size of 
berries fully equal. In quality, rich and delicate, without hard palp, 
and scarcely a trace of foxiness. Bipens very early — ten days or more 
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before Concord. It is regarded as a most promising, perfectly hardy, 
and healthy white grape, and will no doubt soon hold a prominent posi- 
tion among tbe most popalar native varieties. 

Mr. Campbell states that he has discovered, as the result of a number 
of experiments extending through a long series of years, a method 
whereby he can determine the character and flavor of seedling-grapes 
before they came into bearing. He seems to be so thoroughly convinced 
of the correctness of his theory that the following brief extract in ex- 
planation of the discovery is given with the hope that it will lead to 
farther experiments on the part of the grape-growers of all sections of 
the country : 

Repeated and UBvarying tests have so far conyinced me of its entire correctnessi I do not 
hesitate to announce that in the taste or flavor of the green tendrils of the vine may he fonnd 
a true index of the character of its fruit. Although this is something that cannot oe exactly 
defined, or accurately described, it may be acquired by any one with a nice, discriminating 
taste. Go into a greenhouse where foreign grapes are growing, and taste the tendrils of the 
Muscat-flavored varieties, and of the Black Hamburg and Chasselas, and you will soon learn 
to distinguish the difference, which is as distinct as the flavor of the grapes themselves. 
Ag^in, taste and compare the flavor of the tendrils of Concord and Hartford Prolific with 
those of Delaware, Allen's Hybrid, and lona. You will find, in each, distinctive differences 
suggestive of the character of the grapes. Then test and compare the native wild grapes, 
the fox and frost grapes of the woods, with the tendrils of our cultivated varieties, and you 
will soon learn easily to distinguish the wild from the cultivated. 

Prom an essay read by Dr. J. Strentzel, of California, on the cultiva- 
tion of the fig in the United States, the following brief extracts are- 
taken : 

The fig thrives best in a rich, mellow soil, well drained if necessary, but kept moist by 
irrigation if the rain-fall is deficient during the growth of the fruit ; thus, in judiciously 
selected and sunny locations, it will perfect its fruit ; also, through the extent of our Eastern 
States, although it will require shelter during the winter months. It is propagated from cut* 
tings of the previous years growth, or from sprouts from stool-plants, or around the butt of 
a tree ; these are partially rooted already, and will make a fine growth during the first season, 
and begin to bear the year following. To avoid the extension of naked, unproductive 
branches, the tree will require at once considerable shortening in of the shoots, to produce^ 
dose-jointed wood with abundance of leafy spurs. This very facility of the propagation 
appears to be a barrier to its further improvement, and the production of new and choice^ 
varieties from seed ; but the hope in progression in this interesting science is full of vitality, 
and considering the great difierence in the qualitv of the fruit, and even in the growth of 
trees of the same variety, when raised under a southern sun and favorable conditions, we are- 
justified in anticipating the production of superior seedlings. 

The fruit forms in the axil lie of the leaves ; the first crop ripening during the months of 
June and July, is on the previous yearns growth ; the so-called second crop is developed with 
the new erowth of wood auring^the season, and is checked only by want of moisture in the 
soil, or tne autumnal frosts. The fruit-buds requiring from eight to twelve weeks to ripen^ 
furnish a criterion, according to the climatic pecuHarities of the different sections of^ the 
country, when this late fruit, subject to be winter-killed, should be removed to produce in ita 
place a more abundant and early-ripening crop the next season. The ancient practice of 
applying a drop of olive-oil to the eye of the fruit I consider more serviceable in repelling 
insects than to the ripening of the fruit, or to its gp'owth. 

The report closes with the admirably arranged catalogue of the society. 
The arrangement of the names of varieties in this catalogue is alphabet- 
ical and according to the nomenclature adopted by the society. Syno- 
nyms are given in a few instances where it seemed necessary, and these 
are placed under the adopted names in italics. The State or district in 
which a fruit is recommended for cultivation is designated by a star, (*,) 
and if the variety is of great superiority and value, two stars, (• • ;) if 
new or recently introduced and promising, by a dagger, (t.) 
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Nome. 




Articles. 


John White............. 


Washington, D. C . . , 

Beaufort, 8. C 

Enterprise, Miss ......... 


Specimen of fiber of rnnsa. 


J. A. Johnton.. ........ 


W. 8plllnf)«n ,x...,.-T..r 


Okra fiber. 


Henry Emi.... ......... 


Basle , Switzerland 

Washington, D. C 

U.S. A 

Scyene, Dallas Co., Tex.. 
Saint Albans, Vt 


Bilk samples in variety. 

Preparations of cinchona, &«., from Powers ic Weight- 
man, Philadelphia. 
Montana -grass; reptiles. 
Jaok rabbit skin : snake rattlea. 


Z. D. GilmAn............ 


Captain C. G. Penney. .. 
J. P. Lawrence......... 


Mrs.D. v. Nelson 


Cluster of eight butternuts. 
Palmetto palms, and paper. 
Wool, sample. 
Seedless apples. 

Lycoperdon. 

Fine poultry. 

Cocoons of eecropia. 

White blackbird; black-biMited plover. 

Maple-sugar. 

Cnrionsly-shaped egg of Leghorn ft>wL 

Seven-headed wheaL 


J. C. Herron............ 


Washington, D. 

Piankforl,Mo 

Wappengero Palls, N. Y. 

Hamilton, Mo 

Washington, D. 

Hvattsville. Md 


Wm. Patehett 


Dr. Wm. Baxter 

C. L. Gould 


DaTid 8. Turner 

P J.Gramlich 


Jas. Newman........... 


Colnmbla, 8. C 


Allen Dodge 


Georgetown, D. C 

Hartford, Pa 


Henry M. Jones 

ThoB. E. Waggaman 

Andrew Haltzworth. . . . 


Washington, D. 

Petersbnrah. Pa 


John B. Canin. ......... 


Live Oak, Pla 


Rust-proof oats, fine. 

Six to seven head maize, In a olnater. 

Double orange. 

Wool, sample. 

nAllAAtiAna nf IfMMte 


Theodore A. Lay 

N. J. Coffin 


Norway Farm, D. C 

Washington, D. C 

Washington, D. 

Mavnort. Pla 


Mrs. A. 8. Caldwell.... 
P. W.Keeler 






Southdown wooL 


Dr. W. W. Anderson.... 


South Carolina. 


Trap-door spider and nest. 

Parts green, pure. 

South American tarantula, (f) 

Petrified wood from Tiber Creek sewer. 


Wm. Davison & Co..... 


Baltimore, Md 


James & Wm. Saogstor. 
W.J. Cowing 


Washington, D. 

Department Agriculture. 
Philadelphia, Pa 


Wm. D. Riley 


Specimen of economic products, princtpally medifCiaal. 


Powers Sl Weightman.. 
CM. Smith 


Philadelphia, Pa 


Washington, D. C 

Washington, D.C 

New York City 


MiMMonlton 


ThrM-tailed gold-fish. 
Potatoes and beets to model. 


B.K. Bliss 


B. P. Bingham 


Washington, D. 

Matanzas, Cuba 


Grasshopper injuries tiom Kansas. 

Large calabash. 

Large corn. 

Fine wool sample, Germany. 

Salt specimen. 

Cotton. 


Wm. Henoval.......... 


James A. Ingram 

Horace Morton ......... 


East Bradford, Pa 

Detroit, Mich 


Mrs. A. Hoard 


Galveston, Tex. . ........ 


A. H. Boies 


HndKon. Mich 


John Cecil 


Mount Vernon, Mo 

Washington, D.C 


Mycelium of a ftingai. 

Insects, plants, and general natural hUtorj specimeas. 
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